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Extract  fnm  an  Jict  <^  Congress,  approved  May  5,  1833,  eniiUed  **j9n  Jiet  mtH^ 
appropriation  fir  t&«  sn^ppori  <if  Qovemmentfor  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-two.** 

*<To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State  to  cause  to  be  printed,  under  his  direction,  a 
*  selection  from  the  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  United  States,  between  the 
'  peace  of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three  and  the  fourth  of  March, 
'  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine,  remaining  unpublished  in  the  Depart^ 
'ment  of  State,  twelve  thousand  dollars."  « 
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Ant  remarks  on  the  jm^riety  of  publishing  a  Diplomatic  Corre- 
spondence, which  from  its  very  nature  is  supposed  to  be  confidential, 
would  seem  to  be  unwarranted  in  one  exercising  the  ministerial  duty 
of  editing  it,  if  the  law  imposing  the  duty  had  not  also  prescribed 
that  of  selecting  those  parts  which  ought  to  be  published.  The  only 
instruction  given  to  the  officer  to  whom  this  duty  was  assigned,  was 
b  the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government  for 
the  year  1832,  in  these  words :  "  To  enable  the  Secretary  of  State 
<  to  cause  to  be  printed  a  selection  from  the  Diplomatic  Correspond- 
*ence  between  the  peace  of  1783,  and  the  4th  March,  1789, 
'remammg  unpublished  in  the  Department  of  State,  13,000 
^doUais." 

No  rule  bemg  given  to  the  Secretary  for  his  guide  in  making  this 
selection,  it  would  seem  to  have  been  trusted  entirely  to  his  discretion, 
if  a  previous  resolution  of  Congress  for  a  similar  purpose,  and  the 
publication  made  under  it  had  not  given  good  reason  to  believe  that 
nothing  more  was  intended  than  a  continuation  of  the  work  heretofore 
published.  On  the  27th  March,  1818,  Congress  passed  a  resolution 
directing,  among  other  things,  that  the  foreign  correspondence  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  bom  the  first  meeting  thereof,  down 
to  the  date  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  between 
Chreat  Britain  and  the  United  States,  in  the  year  1783,  be  published 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  except  such 
parts  as  he  may  deem  it  improper  at  this  time  to  publish.  The 
publication  imdee  this  resolution  was  entrusted  by  the  President 
to  Mr.  Jared  Sparks,  a  gendeman  every  way  qualified  for  the  task, 
and  the  public  are  now  in  possession  of  twelve  volumes,  containing  the 
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interesting  correspondence  directed  to  be  published.  The  intention 
of  Congress  in  making  the  appropriation  above  recited  could  not 
be  mistaken.  The  beginning  of  the  correspondence  it  directs  to  be 
published  is  the  end  of  that  selected  by  Mr.  Sparks.  It  is  then  a 
continuation  of  the  sgjne  correspondence ;  subject,  howev-er,  to  the 
same  exception  of  such  parts  as  may  be  deemed  improper  at  this  time 
to  be  made  public.  But  the  first  part  contains,  with  very  few  excep- 
tions, the  whole  of  the  correspondence  during  the  period  to  which  it 
was  confined ;  and  this  course  received,  not  only  the  sanction  of  the 
President,  by  whose  durection  it  was  prepared,  but  has  met  the 
general  approbation  of  the  people,  whose  representatives  in  Congress 
have  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the  work.  It  is,  therefore,  fair  to 
conclude,  that  in  directing  the  continuation  of  Mr.  Sparks's  work, 
Congress  intended  that  the  same  principles  should  govern  the 
selection.  Very  few  parts,  therefore,  of  the  correspondence  have 
been  suppressed;  and  none  that  could  throw  any  light  on  the 
diplomatic  history  of  the  entire  period  designated  by  the  law.  Mr. 
Sparks's  collection  gives  a  full  view  of  our  first  efibrts  to  procure  the 
recognition  of  national  character  by  foreign  Powers.  It  is,  perhaps, 
the  most  interesting.  We  were  then  striving  to  sustain  ourselves  in 
the  situation  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which,  unsupported 
except  by  our  own  courage  and  patriotism,  we  had  assumed.  The 
advances  were  to  be  made  with  prudence,  but  with  fimmess ;  our 
national  character  was  to  be  developed ;  our  credit  to  be  established ; 
oiu:  statesmen  at  home,  and  our  negotiators  abroad  had  entered  an 
untried  and  difficult  path,  but  they  advanced  in  it  with  no  little  sldll, 
and  a  success  that  is  almost  miraculous,  when  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  encounter  are  considered.  The  first  series  details  their 
difficulties,  shows  the  perseverance  and  firmness  with  which  they 
were  conquered,  and  leaves  us  at  the  period  when  oiu:  independence 
was  reluctantly  acknowledged  by  our  former  sovereign,  as  it  had 
been  before  by  the  other  principal  Power  of  Europe,  The  second 
series,  contained  in  the  ensuing  volumes,  exhibits  our  foreign 
relations  in  a  different  attitude.  While  the  war  continued,  we  were 
more  united  at  home  by  the  necessity  of  defence,  and  more  respected 
abroad  by  the  relation  of  ally,  in  which  we  stood  to  the  other  Powers 
against  a  common  enemy.  On  the  signature  of  the  treaty  of  peace, 
we  stood  alone,  and  were  thrown  on  our  own  resources  to  mdntain 
a  national  character,  and  to  support  our  credit  by  providing  for  the 
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foreign  and  domestic  debt  we  had  incurred.  This  could  only  be 
done  by  reestablishbg  our  ruined  navigation  and  commerce ;  but  all 
the  other  nations  were  in  the  same  situauon.  Each  was  endeavoring 
to  gain,  by  some  exclusive  privilege  in  commerce,  an  advantage 
over  the  others.  Add  to  this  the  low  state  of  our  national  and 
individual  credit,  and  a  hostile  feelmg  towards  us  on  the  part  of  the 
most  commercial  nation  in  the  world,  which  had  naturally  survived 
the  long  and  successful  struggle  we  had  made  agamst  her,  and  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  difficult  task  our  diplomatists  had  to 
perform  during  this  second  period,  in  their  attempts  to  form  commer- 
cial connexions  with  the  different  Powers  of  Europe ;  a  difficulty 
increased,  too,  by  the  natural  distrust  of  the  power  of  Congress  to 
bmd  the  States  to  the  performance  of  the  stipulations  they  might 
make,  (a)     These  reflections  are  made  to  account  for  the  extent  to 

(a)  A  proof  of  this  distrust  is  found  strongly  expressed  in  a  letter  from  the  Duke 
of  Dorset  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  answer  to  an  overture  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce. The  only  action  of  the  General  GK>Temment  at  that  time  upon  the  States 
being  by  recommendations,  the  want  of  confidence  was  natural,  although  not  very 
civilly  expressed;  and  in  point  of  fact  no  treaty  of  the  kind  could  be  concluded  with 
Great  Britain  until  after  the  powers  of  the  Greneral  Government  were  enlarged. 

PEOM  THB  DUEE  OP  D0E8BT  TO  THE  COMMISSIONEES. 

PAEit,  Manh  26,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  conmiunicated  to  my  Court  the  readiness  you  expressed  in  your  letter  to 
me  of  the  9th  of  December  to  remove  to  London,  for  the  purpose  of  treating  upon 
such  points  as  may  materially  concern  the  interests,  both  political  and  commercial, 
of  Great  Britain  and  America,  and  having,  at  the  same  time,  represented  that  you 
declared  yourselves  to  be  fully  authorized  and  empowered  to  negotiate,  I  have 
been,  in  answer  thereto,  instructed  to  learn  from  you,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  real 
nature  of  the  powers  with  which  you  are  invested;  whether  you  are  merely  com- 
missioned by  Congress,  or  whether  you  have  received  separate  powers  from  the 
respective  States.  A  committee  of  North  American  merchants  have  waited  upon 
his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  express  how 
anxiously  they  wished  to  be  informed  upon  this  subject,  repeated  experience  having 
taught  them  in  particular,  as  well  as  the  public  in  general,  how  little  the  authority 
of  Congress  could  avail  in  any  respect  where  the  interests  of  any  one  individual 
State  was  even  concerned,  and  particularly  so  where  the  concerns  of  that  particular 
State  might  be  supposed  to  militate  against  such  resolutions  as  Congress  might 
think  proper  to  adopt. 

The  apparent  determination  of  the  respective  States  to  regulate  their  own  sepa- 
rate interests  renders  it  absolutely  necessary,  towards  forming  a  permanent  system 
of  commerce,  that  my  Court  should  be  informed  how  for  the  Commissioners  can 
be  duly  authorized  to  enter  into  any  engagements  with  Great  Britain,  which  it  may 
not  be  in  the  power  of  any  one  of  the  States  to  render  totally  fruitless  and  inef- 
fiBCtnal. 

I  here  the  honor  to  be,  Ac.,  DORSST. 
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which  the  discretion  ^ven  by  the  law  has  been  carried,  of  publishing 
all  the  correspondence  that  was  not  deemed  improper  now  to  be 
published.  Nothing  has  been  deemed  improper  that  would  throw 
any  light  on  transactions,  of  which  the  future  historian  of  our 
country,  or  the  biographer  of  any  of  the  illustrious  men  who  ought 
to  figure  in  the  annals  of  their  country,  may  avail  themselves. 

The  first  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Robert  R.  Livingston,  had 
resigned  the  office  about  the  time  that  this  correspondence  began. 
The  fidelity  and  talent  of  that  gentleman  was  acknowledged  by 
Congress,(6)  and  the  order  and  punctuality  he  introduced  into  the 
department  by  all  his  successors.  On  his  retk^nent  finom  the  office, 
it  was  left  unfilled  for  some  months,  during  which  time  the  diplomatic 
correspondence  was  carried  on  directly  with  Congress,  the  instruc**^ 
tions  being  given  by  the  President,  and  the  despatches  of  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  abroad,  as  well  as  the  commimications 
of  the  foreign  Ministers  here,  being  addressed  to  him.  It  was  und^ 
thb  arrangement  that  the  present  collection  began,  and  was  con* 
tinned  until  the  2Ist  day  of  December,  1784,  when  Mr.  Jay  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office,  to  which  he  had  been  appointed. 
During  this  first  period,  therefore,  the  correspondence  reassumed 
the  same  irregular  character,  which  had  thus  attended  it  previous  to 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Livingston ;  much  method  and  strict  atten- 
tion to  the  details  of  our  foreign  affairs  could  not  be  expected  firom 
one  charged  with  the  duties  of  presiding  c^cer  of  a  body  exercising 
the  numerous  functions  which  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation 
performed ;  yet  the  letters  of  that  time,  both  fi*om  home  and  abroad, 
have  very  great  interest.  In  the  positbn  the  country  had  so  lately 
assumed,  the  operation  of  the  Government,  its  efficiency,  its  stability, 
were  to  be  the  foundation  of  the  respect  it  wbhed  to  inspire  abroad. 
The  experiment  was  to  be  tried  of  conductbg  a  Government  with- 

(6)  Extraafrom  the  Journals  of  CongremtJum  4, 1780. 

**Mr.  Livingston  having  signified  to  Congress  his  desire  of  relinquishing  the 
exercise  of  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  his  intention  of  returning  to  the  State 
of  New  York, 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  Congress  be  directed  to  receive  the  papers  of 
the  said  office  into  his  care  till  a  successor  to  Mr.  Livingston  can  be  appointed;  and 
that  next  Wednesday  be  assigned  for  the  election  of  a  Secretary  for  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs. 

"  Resolved  unmmumshf.  That  the  thanks  of  Congress  be  presented  to  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston for  his  services  during  his  continuance  in  office;  and  that  he  be  assured 
Congress  entertain  a  high  sense  of  the  ability,  zeal,  and  fidelity  with  which  he  had 
discharged  the  important  trust  reposed  in  him. " 
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oat  hereditary  rank,  ^vithout  an  established  church,  without  a  standing 
annj,  and  upheld  only  by  the  will  of  the  people.  We  had  been 
aided  by  France,  but  even  there  the  privileged  orders  began  to 
perceive  how  fetal  to  them  would  be  the  triumph  of  our  principles. 
In  England  we  had  few  friends,  and  all  the  other  Grovemments  of 
Europe  were  either  indifl^ent  to  our  existence,  or  even  unfavorable 
to  our  independence.  Ih  this  state  of  things,  it  becaime  highly 
knportant  that  our  agents  abroad  should  have  full  information  of  what 
passed  at  home,  that  they  might  correct  felse  representations,  lessen 
the  mjurious  effect  of  unfavorable  events,  and  give  publicity  to  all 
those  which  evinced  th6  strength  of  our  union  and  value  of  our 
commerce.  Hence  we  find  that  the  communicadons  from  Congress 
to  the  Ministers  contain  authentic  accounts  of  occurrences  now  little 
adverted  to,  but  which  then  excited  great  interest,  and  some  of  which 
bear  v^ith  great  force  on  questions  which  now  agitate  the  public 
mind.  Thus,  som6  of  the  first  letters  of  the  President  of  Congress 
to  our  Commissioners  detail  the  circumstances  of  an  occurrence  which 
proved  to  demonstration  the  utt6r  inefficiency  of  a  Government  purely 
Federal,  to  protect  itself  from  insults,  and  even  to  preserve  its  existence 
against  the  most  insignificant  force.  Congress  sat  in  Philadelphia, 
then  the  largest  city  in  the  Union ;  it  was  also  the  seat  of  the  State 
government ;  a  few  hundred  mutinous  troops  marched  into  the  city, 
and  invested  the  hall  of  Congress,  threatening  vengeance  if  their 
claims  were  not  complied  with ;  and  that  body,  after  applying  in 
vain  to  the  authority  of  the  State  for  protection,  had  no  alternative 
but  to  adjourn,  first  to  Trenton  and  afterwards  to  New  York,  where 
they  remained  until  the  present  Constitution  was  organized,  and  for 
a  short  period  afterwards,  (c)  This  event,  and  others  of  the  same 
nature,  showed  the  weakness,  and  every  day's  experience  the  in- 
efficiency, of  the  Confederation  for  peserving  a  national  character. 
Our  Ministers  abroad,  who  sorely  felt  the  degradation  into  which  the 
want  of  that  character  was  plunging  us,  very  naturally  made  that 

(e)  That  provisioii  in  the  present  Goxlstitation  of  the  United  States  which  gives  to 
« Congress  the  exclusive  legislation,  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  District 
'  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  particular  States  and  the 
'acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  the  Gfovemment  of  the  United  States," 
was  probably  suggested  by  a  recollection  of  the  mutinous  conduct  referred  to,  and 
by  the  want  of  any  direct  power  or  authority  under  the  Confederation  in  the  old 
Ckingress,  to  repress  or  punish  that  or  any  other  outrage  against  itself  or  its  indi- 
vidual members. 
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topic  the  subject  of  many  of  their  despatches,  and  the  suggestions  of 
Jefferson,  Adams,  Jay,  and  other  of  their  cotemporary  worthies, 
cannot  be  referred  to  without  interest  and  instruction  at  the  present 
day,  when  we  are  called  on  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  Union. 

Other  important  pomts  in  our  history,  which  are  still  unsettled, 
come  within  the  compass  of  this  collection.  The  correspondence 
on  the  subject  of  our  northeastern  boundary,  the  projects  of  commer- 
cial treaties  with  France  and  other  Powers.  But  a  close  inspection 
of  all  that  was  then  proposed  discovers  nothing  that  we  need  fear 
to  expose  to  the  world ;  the  same  principles  of  perfect  reciprocity, 
the  same  disavowal  of  any  desire  to  obtain  exclusive  advantages,  but 
to  confine  our  claims  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  fair  and  free  competition 
that  characterize  our  present  policy,  will  be  found  in  our  earliest 
diplomacy.  And  the  oflScer  charged  with  that  duty  has,  therefore, 
in  editing  the  papers,  found  nothing  of  importance  that  he  has 
judged  ^<  improper  now  to  be  publishedJ^  But,  although  there  was 
little  to  retrench,  it  is  not  so  certain  that  much  which  ought  to  have 
appeared  has  not  been  lost.  The  irregularities  and  accidents  inevit- 
able in  a  bureau  which  has  no  responsible  head,  will,  in  a  great 
measure,  account  for  this  during  the  period  between  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Livingston  and  the  appomtment  of  Mr.  Jay.  The  last- 
mentioned  gentleman,  to  his  other  high  qualifications  for  the  office, 
added  the  same  talent  for  method  and  order  in  business  that  dis- 
tinguished hb  predecessor;  and  the  periods  of  their  direction  present 
no  interruptions  in  the  usual  course  of  the  correspondence.  But 
another  cause  has  combined  with  that  before  alluded  to,  to  render  a 
strict  compliance  with  the  evident  intention  of  Congress,  in  making 
this  publication  difficult,  if  not  impossible.  The  confused  state  in 
which  the  papers  prior  to  the  establishment  of  the  Constitution  is,  is 
such  as  to  make  it  hazardous  in  any  officer  to  declare  that  a  paper 
does  not  exist  in  the  department,  although,  after  strict  search,  it  should 
not  be  found.  The  mass  is  so  great,  and  the  number  of  clerks 
allotted  to  the  department  so  fiilly  employed  with  its  ordmary  busi- 
ness, that  no  arrangement  of  the  old  papers  can  take  place  without 
some  express  appropriation ;  and  without  such  arrangement  it 
depends  greatly  on  chance  to  discover  any  particular  paper  that 
may  be  sought  for  m  the  mass.  This  has  been,  by  the  present 
head,  repeatedly  brought  to  the  notice  of  Congress,  but  without 
any  result.    And  it  is  adverted  to  here  for  his  justification,  if  here- 
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after  some  document  which  ought  to  have  appeared  in  this  collection 
should  be  discovered,  when  provision  shall  be  made  for  arranging  the 
old  papers  according  to  subjects  and  dates,  binding  them  in  proper 
book,  with  a  catalogue  raisanne  of  all,  and  an  index  to  each. 

In  the  classification  of  the  correspondence  now  published,  that  of 
countries  has  been  preferred,  and  has  been  preserved  as  far  as  was 
possible.  Ministers  in  one  country  having  been  firequently  charged 
with  business  relating  to  another,  that  division  has  not  been  alwajrs 
practicable ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  commencement  and  progress  of 
our  relations  with  each  country,  during  the  period  contained  in  this 
collection,  will  generally  be  found  under  its  proper  head. 
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CORRESPONDENCE  OF  PRESIDENT  OP  CONGRESS. 

From  Elias  Boudinot,  President  of  Congress,  to  the  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary of  the  United  States  at  Paris.  Philadelphia,  June  16, 
1783 3 

Announces  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Livingston  as  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs. 
Resolutions  of  Congress  to  be  received  as  diplomadc  instmctions.  Encloses 
resolutions  of  the  1st  May  and  12th  June,  1783,  p.  4. 

From  £lias  Boudinot  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 

&c.,  Paris.     Philadelphia,  June  18,  1 183 5 

On  Mr.  Livingston's  resignation.  The  writer's  hich  opinion  of  him.  Com- 
plaints of  the  conduct  of  the  British  at  New  York. 

From  Elias  Boudinot  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

States  at  Paris.     Princeton,  July  15,  1783 6 

Ne  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  yet  elected.  Reasons  for  reducing  the  army. 
Removal  of  Congress  to  Trenton.  Hostile  movements  of  a  band  of  muti- 
neers. Statement  of  their  conduct.  Iietters  of  Colonel  Henry  and  Colonel 
Butler,  p.  11.  Orders  issued  to  the  troops  by  Colonel  Butler,  p,  13.  First 
report  of  a  committee,  July  1, 1783,  p.  14.  Listruotions  to  Major  Jackson, 
p.  15.  Two  papers  signed  James  Biennet,  addressed  to  the  Supreme  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Pennsylvania,  pp.  16-19.  Resolutions  of  Congress,  June  21, 
p.  19.  Second  report  of  a  committee,  July  1, 178d»  p.  20.  Copy  of  a  letter 
to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania, 
June  23,  1783,  and  proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  in 
Con^ss  assembled,  p.  24.  Demand  made  by  the  mutineers,  p.  25.  James 
Christie  to  John  Dickinson,  enclosing  commission  from  mutineers,  p.  26. 
John  Sullivan  to  Colonel  Moyland,  p.  27.  Declaration  of  the  officers  of  the 
Pennsylvania  line,  p.  28.  From  Eaias  Boudinot  to  General  Washington, 
2l8t  June,  1783,  p.  29.  From  Greneral  Washington  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  June  24, 1783,  p.  31.    Resolutions  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
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From  Elias  Boudinot  to  Benjamin  Franklin  at  Paris.  Princeton, 
August  1 5,  1 783 34 

Acknowledges  the  reception  of  the  treaty  between  Sweden  and  the  United 
States.  Ratification  thereof.  Amendment  of  the  title  authorized.  Reason 
assigned  for  not  appointing  a  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs.  Extract  from 
the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  July  29,  1783,  p.  35.  Resolution  of 
29th  July,  1783,  p.  36. 

From  Elias  Boudinot  to  Benjamin  Franklin  at  Paris.    Philadelphia, 

September  9,  1783 36 

Duplicate  ratification  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden.  Difficulties  arising  from  the 
mutiny  happily  settled.  Censure  upon  Captain  Carbery  and  Lieutenant 
Sullivan. 

Extracts  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  September  26 
and  29,  1783.     Resolution  of  October  1 .37 

From  Elias  Boudinot  to  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France. 

Princeton,  October  27,  1783 40 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  communication  dated  the  18th  September. 
Encloses  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  24th  October,  p.  41.  Mutual  advantages 
to  be  derived  from  the  happy  alliance  of  France  and  America. 

From  Elias  Boudinot  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 

States  at  Paris.     Princeton,  November  1,  1783 41 

Command  of  Congress  to  transmit  a  set  of  instructions.  Instructions,  p.  43 
News  received  of  the  signature  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  on  the  3d 
September.  Congratulations  on  the  happy  event.  Names  of  the  American 
negotiators  worthy  of  being  transmitted  to  posterity.  New  York  not  yet 
evacuated.  Sir  Guy  Carleton  expects  to  depart  this  month.  Copy  of 
instructions  referred  to. 

From  the  City  of  Hamburg  to  Congress,  29th  March,  1783 45 

Soliciting  friendly  and  commercial  intercourse.  List  of  merchandize.  Speci- 
fication of  goods,  &C.,  p.  47. 

From  Elias  Boudinot  to  the  Honorable  the  Burgomasters  and  Senate 

of  the  Imperial  Free  City  of  Hamburg.     Princeton,  November  1, 

1783 ;.48 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  the  29th  March,  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
De  Boor.  Satisfaction  of  Congress  at  the  annunciation  of  their  friendship. 
Will  unite  with  them  in  encouraging  friendly  intercourse.  Extract  from  the 
Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  October  ^,  1783,  p.  49. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin  to  die  Minister  of  France.  Annapolb,  Decem- 
ber 24, 1783 50 

Informs  of  General  Washington  having  resigned  his  commission  at  a  public 
audience  of  Congress.  Encloses  a  copy  of  the  G^eneral's  address  and  their 
answer.  Extract  from  the  Journals,  December  23,  1783.  Address  of  Gen- 
eral Washington  and  answer  of  Congress,  p.  51. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin  to  the  Minister  of  France.  Annapolis,  Jan- 
uary 14, 1784 53 

Treaty  of  peace  ratified  this  day.  Nine  States  present.  Proclamation  ordered. 
Recommendation  in  the  words  of  the  fifth  article.  Proclamation  of  Cqpgress 
enclosed.    Colonel  Harmar  the  bearer  of  the  ratified  treaty. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Adams,  and  John 

Jay,  Paris.     Annapolis,  January  14,  1784 53 

Announces  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace.  Proclamation,  p. 
54.    Informs  that  Colonel  Harmar  will  be  the  bearer  of  the  treaty  to  Pans. 
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From  Thomas  Mifflin  to  Benjamin  Franklin  and  John  Adams,  at 

Paris.     Annapohs,  March  20,  1784 55 

Transmits  an  act  of  Confess  of  the  16th  instant,  p.  55.  Extract  from  the 
Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  February  11, 1784,  p.  56.  Letters  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  November  1,  and  December  25,  1783,  pp.  57-64.  Two 
letters  of  Thomas  Barclay,  20th  October  and  14th  November,  1783,  pp. 
64-68.  Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  April  16,  1784, 
p.  68.    Letter  to  the  King  of  France,  pp.  68-70. 

Circular  from  Thomas  MifiBin  to  the  Governors  of  States.   Annapolis, 

April  21,  1784. 70 

States  that  L'Orient  has  been  made  a  free  port.  Merchants  of  the  United 
States  allowed  to  frequent  the  ports  of  Marseilles  and  Dunkirk. 

Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  the  President  of  Congress,  April  9, 

1784 71 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes  to  M.  de  la  Luzerne,  December 
24,  1783,  p.  72. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin  to  the  Minister  of  France.    Annapolis,  April 

21,1784 72 

Requests  the  safe-keeping  of  the  portraits  of  their  most  Christian  Majesties 
until  a  proper  place  is  provided.  In  reply  to  a  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  gives 
assurances  that  measures  will  be  taken  for  the  punctual  payment  in  future 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  loans. 

From  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  Minister  of  France,  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  Congress.     Annapolis,  April  21,  1784 73 

Has  obtained  leave  to  return  to  France.  Satisfaction  he  has  enjoyed  in  all 
his  correspondence  with  Congress.  M.  Marbois  will  remain  as  Charge 
d 'Affaires. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  May    17, 
1784 74 

Congress  authorize  a  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  French  Minister. 
Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress.     Report  of  a  com- 
mittee, April  30,  1784 75 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  May  3, 1784 .  .77 

Copies  of  letters  from  the  Count  de  Vei^ennes  and  Monsieur  de  Calonne  to 
tne  Marauis  de  la  Fayette — ^p.  77 — to  oe  entered  on  the  Journal,  and  when 
publishea  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Grovernors  of  States.  The  subject-matter 
of  the  two  letters  being  Jree  ports. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin  to  Thomas  Jefierson.    Annapolis,  May  20, 

1784 79 

Transmits  acts  of  Congress  relating  to  treaties  of  commerce.  Encloses  a  letter 
from  the  King  of  France. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin  to  John  Adams  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  Paris. 

Annapolis,  May  20,  1784 79 

Transmits  several  acts  of  Congress  referred  to  chronologically.  Papers  of  the 
Nancy,  extracts,  May  7,  1784,  pp.  80-87. 

From  Thomas  Mifflin  (circular)  to  the  Governors  of  States.   Annap- 
olis, May  31,  1784 87 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs  of  the  29th  May,  touching 
an  insult  offered  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois,  and  letter  from  M.  de  Luzemci 
pp.  88-89. 
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Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  June  1, 1784.  •  89 

4-  letter  fVom  the  Supreme  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  was  read;  states  the 
arrest  of  Longchamps;  determined  resolution  to  support  the  dignity  of  the 
United  States.  Congress  approve  of  the  determination  of  the  Supreme 
Executive  of  Pennsylvania. 

From  Thomas  Mifflm  to  the  Mmister  of  France.    Annapolis,  May 
81,  1784 90 

Transmits  the  act  of  the  29th  May.    Belief  expressed  that  Congress  will  pv^ 

further  consideration  to  the  suoject  of  his  Excellency's  letter.    Committee 

ordered  to  report* 

From  Richard  Henry  Lee,  president  of  Congress,  to  Benjamin 

Franklin.    Trenton,  December  11,  1784 91 

Encloses  a  letter  Ibr  the  King  of  France,  recommending  the  Marquis  de  la 
Payette. 

From  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.     Trenton, 

December  11,  1784 91 

Encloses  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin.  Wishes  for  his  Aiture  welfare.  Extract 
from  the  Secret  Journals  December  9, 1784)  p.  9^.  Eeport  of  a  committee. 
Compliment  paid  to  the  Marquis.  Further  extract,  December  13,  1784, 
Leave  taken  of  the  Marquis.  Address  of  the  Marquis  on  the  occasion, 
p.  93. 

Letter  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  the  Kmg  of  France 

and  Navarre.    Trentim,  December  11,  1784 94 

Recommending  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

Letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 

of  America.     Versailles,  May  10,  1785 95 

Replies  to  the  letter  of  Congress  recommending  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette. 

From  Richard  Henry  Lee  to  Benjamin  Franklin,  Paris.    Trenton, 

December  14, 1784 95 

Encloses  a  resolution  of  Congress,  December  14,  intended  to  preyent  the 
signing  of  the  convention. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  December  14, 

1784 96 

Note  from  the  Chargg  d 'Affaires  of  France,  enclosing  a  letter  from  Don  Fran- 
cisco Rendon,  agent  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  with  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Don  Joseph  de  Qalvez,  Blinister  of  his  Catholic  Majesty,  on  the  navigation 
of  die  Mississippi.  y     / 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  December  \5,v' 
1784 d6  \ 

Letter  from  M.  de  Marbois,  enclosing  notes  from  Francisco  Rendon  and  Joseph 
de  Gkdvez.  Report  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  papers  were  referred,  p. 
98.    Resolutions  of  Congress  thereon,  p.  98. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OF  JOHN  JAY. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay,  Philadelphia,  December  1, 

1784 ,..., 101 

On  the  settlement  of  accounts.    Recommends  the  passing  of  laws  in  order  to 
effect  prompt  settlements. 
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fxtract  ^m  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  AfiUrs,  December  10, 
1784.... 102 

Report  of  a  committee  (December  7)  to  whom  were  r^erred  notes  of  the  ChargC 

a'Affaires  of  Francei  d^Oed  December  1.    Resolution  of  Congress  thereon, 

p.  102. 

Letter  from  John  Jay,  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Monsieur  de 

Maihois,  Chargfe  d' Affaires  of  France  at  Philadelphia.    Office  of 

Foreign  Affairs,  Trenton,  December  22,  1784 , 105 

Annoances  his  appointment  to  the  office  of  Secretary  for  Forei|;n  Affairs,  and 
the  proximate  adjournment  of  Congress  to  meet  at  the  city  of  New  York. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.   December  24, 1784 . .  105 
Acknowledges  receq>t  of  letter,  Ac, 

From  John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    New  York,  December 
28,  1784.  •,..♦.,...,.,.., 106 

Acknowledges  Uie  receipt  of  a  letter  of  the  94th  December. 

Note  from  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  January 

27,1785 107 

Desires  measures  of  Congresp  to  be  communicated  touching  negotiation  with 
the  Court  o^  Madrid.  Opinion  of  Mr.  Rendon  on  the  views  of  his  Court. 
Proposes  a  new  treaty  of  commerce.  Commerce  with  the  Indies,  the  Isle 
of  France,  and  Bourbon.  Advantages  thereof.  Debts  of  the  United  States 
to  the  King.    Debts  of  the  United  States  to  French  subjects. 

From  tlia  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  January  28,  1785. .  •  109 

Refers  to  the  previous  note.  Affiiirs  of  Longchamps.  Wishes  to  consult  with 
Mr.  Jay  on  that  subject. 

Note  from  the  same  to  the  same.     (Without  date,  but,  from  Mr. 

Jay's  appears  to  be  the  31st) • 109 

Otwamonicates  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  France,  which  treats  of  the  disturbed 
affairs  of  Holland. 

From  John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    Office  of  Foreign  Affiiirs, 
New  York,  January  31,  1785 110 

Acknowledges  the  reception  of  his  note,  containing  an  extract  from  Paris. 
Gives  assurances  of  the  disposition  of  Congress  to  cultivate  the  friendship 
of  the  Catholic  King. 

Rom  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.    New  Yoric,  February  10, 

1785 Ill 

Hie  surrender  of  Longchamps  demanded.  Propriety  of  the  surrender.  False 
representations.    Newspaper  remarks. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  February  10,  1785.  •  112 

Transmits  an  anonymous  letter,  showing  the  spirit  which  prevails  in  Philadel- 
phia upon  the  a£(air  of  Longchamps. 

Prom  John  Jay  to  Mopsieur  de  Marbois.    New  York,  February  11, 
17S5 112 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Monsieur  de  Marbois 's  letter  enclosing  the  anon- 
ymous paper.  l/Vill  oommunicate  the  result  of  the  deliberations  of  Congress. 

Note  of  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay 113 

Formal  demand  by  the  Ohar^  d 'Affaires  of  France  fbr  the  surrender  of  the 
Sieur  Longchampa.    Promise4  reciprocky  in  cases  analogous. 
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From  John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.     New  York,  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1785 113 

Encloses  the  note,  dbc.,  of  Monsieur  de  Marbois.  Submits  them  to  Congress. 
Report  of  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs  to  Congress,  p.  114. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  February 
22,1785 116 

Intends  proceeding  to  Philadelphia.  Expects  to  be  detained  there  some  weeks. 
Solicits  information  of  the  proceedings  of  Con^ss.  Memorial  of  the  Sieur 
Rousille,  p.  117.  Encloses  a  newspaper;  wishes  to  know  the  opinion  of 
Congress  upon  an  article  therein.  His  only  appeal  to  that  assembly  for  the 
inviolability  due  to  his  character.  Memorial  of  the  Sieur  Rousille.  Extract 
of  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  with  vouchers,  &c.,  p.  120. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.    Philadelphia,  March  8, 

1785 123 

Addresses  an  accompanying  note  in  favor  of  French  claimants;  requests  it 
may  be  laid  before  Congress.  Refers  to  former  notes,  particularly  one 
respecting  French  officers  and  their  widows.  Requests  information  upon 
that  subject;  also  with  regard  to  the  payments  to  be  made  to  the  royal 
treasury. 

From  John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    Office  of  Foreign  Affairs, 

March  10,  1785 125 

Informs  that  Benjamin  Franklin  has  permission  to  return  to  America.  A  day 
appointed  to  elect  his  successor. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     New  York,  March  11, 1785 125 

Informs  of  the  election  of  Thomas  Jefferson  to  be  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
the  Court  of  Versailles. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbob  to  John  Jay.    March  17, 1785  •  • .  •  126 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  foregoing. 

From  John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbob.    New  York,  March  21, 
1785 126 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  letter  of  the  8th  instant.  Reason  assigned  for 
the  delay  in  answermg.  Delays  of  business  before  deliberative  bodies 
inevitable.  Congress  will  ^ve  a  respectful  attention  to  all  applications  on 
the  part  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty.  Will  communicate  what  Congress 
is  pleased  to  refer. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbob  to  John  Jay.    Philadelphia,  March  29, 

1785 127 

Replies  to  the  letter  of  the  21st  March.*  Importunes  for  an  answer  to  his  letter 
of  the  25th  December  last.  Wishes  to  be  relieved  ^m  a  trust  reposed  in 
him  by  Congress. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbob  to  John  Jay.     Philadelphia,  April  9, 

1785 127 

Encloses  the  commission  of  Consul  for  the  two  Carolinas  and  Qeorgia.,  p.  128. 
Re<}uests  the  customary  resolutions.  Intends  to  return  to  New  York.  The 
duUes  of  the  consulate  will  be  performed  by  his  brother  during  his  absence. 
Wishes  the  acknowledgment  or  his  brother  as  Vice  Consul. 

Report  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  and  resolution  of  Con- 
gress  129-1 32 

From  John  Jay  to  Robert  Morris.    March  31, 1785 133 

Requests  him  to  take  charge  of  the  pictures. 
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From  John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    New  Ycwrk,  March  31, 
1785 134 

Informs  that  he  has  requested  Mr.  Morris  to  take  charfi:e  of  the  pictures  of  the 
Kiner  and  dueen  of  France  until  the  season  admits  of  their  being  transported 
to  New  York. 

From  Mr.  Morris  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    Philadelphia,  April  15, 
1785 134 

Explanation  of  his  intentions  with  regard  to  the  pictures.  Presumes  some 
mistake  has  prevented  their  delivery.  Requests  an  explanation  of  Monsieur 
de  Marbois. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  Mr.  Morris.    Philadelphia,  April  15, 
1785 134 

Assigns  his  reasons  for  not  suffering  the  pictures  to  be  removed. 

From  Mr.  Morris  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    Philadelphia,  April  16, 
1785 136 

Further  explanations  about  removing  the  pictures.  Relinquishes  further  inter- 
ference. 

From  Mr.  Morris  to  John  Jay.    Philadelphia,  April  16,  1785. .  137 

His  proceedings  with  regard  to  the  pictures.  Encloses  the  correspondence  of 
Monsieur  de  Marbois  upon  the  subject. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  Mr.  Morris.    Philadelphia,  April  16, 
1785 138 

Explanations  of  Mr  Morris  satisfactory.  Desires  to  remove  unfavorable 
impressions. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.    Philadelphia,  April  17, 

1785 139 

Has  received  the  communications  respecting  the  portraits.  Wishes  the  honor  of 
presenting  them  himself.  Hopes  to  present  them  the  beginning  of  next  month. 

From  John  Jay  to  Robert  Morris.    Office  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  April 
22,  1785 139 

Regrets  that  his  friendly  compliance  had  brought  him  into  an  unpleasant  cor- 
respondence.   Conduct  perfectly  proper. 

From  John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.    Office  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  April  28, 1785 140 

Encloses  a  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Paragraph  respecting  Long- 
champs.    Communication  confidential.    Measures  recommended. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  May  16, 

1785 140 

Encloses  a  memorial.  Monsieur  de  Chateaufort  detained  only  from  the  want 
of  the  recommendations  of  Congress.  Memorial,  p.  141.  Submits  to  Con- 
gress various  matters  which  they  have  not  yet  acted  upon.  Loan-office 
certificates.  Distressed  state  of  many  French  subjects.  Application  to  one 
of  the  States  unsatisfactory.  Thinks  the  amount  of  claims  between  five  and 
six  millions  of  dollars.  Dififerent  propositions  made  to  Congress.  Affair  ox 
Mr.  Binffham.  Debts  due  to  the  Sieurs  Sabbatier  &  DeprCs.  Refers  to  his 
note  of  me  8th  March.  Renews  demands  which  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
had  made.    Begs  the  attention  of  Congress  to  these  interesting  subjects. 

From  John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    Office  of  Foreign  Afiairs, 
May  18, 1785 144 

Informs  of  the  accomplishment  of  the  business  of  Monsieur  de  Chateaufort. 
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FVom  John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois,  May  19,  1785.  • 144 

Encloses  an  extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  which  relates  to  the  appointment 
of  his  brother  as  Vice  Consul. 

From  Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  May  19, 
1785 144, 

Has  received  the  letters  of  the  18th  and  19th  May,  and  resolutions  of  Congress 
relative  to  Monsieur  de  Chateaufort  and  the  Vice  Consul  of  Philadelphia. 
Late  advices  from  Marseilles.    No  further  captures  of  American  vessels. 

John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.    May  26,  1785 •  •  145 

Encloses  the  memorial  of  the  16th  instant. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  June  1,  1785. .  145 

Communicates  the  copy  of  a  letter  fh)m  the  King  of  Firance.  Wishes  to 
know  the  time  when  the  original  may  be  delivered.  Iietter  of  the  King  of 
France  to  Con&jess,  conveying  the  information  of  the  birth  of  a  Prince,  who 
has  been  called  the  Duke  of  Normandy. 

John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.     June  3,  1785 146 

Transmits  the  letter  of  the  King  of  France  to  Congress.  Mode  of  delivering 
a  letter  from  a  sovereign.  Report  of  Secretary  Jay  upon  the  above  letter, 
and  form  of  reply,  p.  147, 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.   New  York,  June  14, 1785. .  148 

fVench  creditors.  Monsieur  de  Chaumont  employed  by  them.  Encloses  his 
memorial.  Solicits  the  attention  of  Congress  to  the  subject.  Memorial  of 
James  D.  le  Roy  de  Chaumont  in  behalf  of  French  creditors,  pp.  149-159. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.     June  27,  1785 159 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  preceding  letter  and  memorial. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  July  1,  1785. .  159 

Refers  to  the  contract  between  the  King  and  the  United  States,  of  the  25th 
February,  1783.  Interest  due.  Wishes  the  contract  laid  before  Congress. 
Copy  of  the  loan  contract,  dated  February  25,  1783,  ratified  the  31st  day  of 
October,  1783,  pp.  160-163. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    July  2,  1785 163 

Has  received  the  letters  and  papers  enclosed,  of  the  preceding  date.  Will  lay 
them  before  Congress,  and  communicate  early  any  answer. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.   New  York,  July  18, 1785. .  164 

EIncloses  a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  King  of  France  to  Congress. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    July  19,  1785 164 

Encloses  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  4th  April,  1785,  from  Mr.  Read,  on  the 
subject  of  Pierre  Rousille's  memorial.  Letter  of  Robert  Morris  enclosing 
the  letter  of  James  Read,  p.  164. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  July  19, 1785 . .  166 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  19th  July,  1785,  with  the 
enclosure. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.     July  20,  1785 166 

Subjoins  an  extract  of  a  letter  received  firom  the  Secretary  of  Congress.  "One 
letter  of  the  King  of  France  has  been  substituted  for  another." 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     July  20,  1785 166 

Explains  the  mistake,  and  promises  to  transmit  the  true  letter. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    July  29,  1785 167 

John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.   August  2,  1785 167 

Conversation  with  Monsieur  de  Marbois  on  the  affair  of  Longchamps.  The 
French  Court  desist  from  their  demand. 
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Mm  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.   August  9,  1785 168 

Tranflmita  an  act  of  Conmss  of  the  3d  August,  1785.  Extraet  ijrom  the 
Journal,  dd  August,  1785,  p.  168. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     August  10,  1785 169 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  preyious  letter,  and  ito  enclosures. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     New  York,  August  20,  1785 . . .  •  169 

Memorial  of  French  merchants.  Transmits  a  copy,  which  he  wishes  may  be 
laid  before  Congress,  p.  170.  Memorial  presented  by  certain  French  mer- 
chants to  the  ChiBLrg€  d'Affaires  of  France. 

Jdm  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.     August  23,  1785.  • 173 

Has  received  the  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  which,  with  its  enclosure,  will  be 
flntbmkted  to  Congress. 

Jobik  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.    August  25,  1785  •  •  •  •  174 

Encloses  to  the  President  the  letter  of  Monsieur  Marbois  and  the  memorial  of 
French  merchants. 

Report  of  John  Jay  on  the  memorial  of  French  merchants.  October 
7,1785 174 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.  New  York,  August  25, 1 785  • .  177 

daeattions  touching  the  operation  of  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce.   The  privileges  of  Frenchmen. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  de  Marbois.    September  2,  1785  •••••••  177 

Replies  to  the  letter  of  the  35th  August.  Thinks  that  all  questions  which  are 
affected  by  existing  treaties  should  be  submitted  to  Congress. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    August  31,  1785 • • .  178 

Agreeable  to  request  made  in  conversation,  returns  all  the  pa[>ers  touching  the 
affair  of  Longchamps.  Further  measures  in  contemplation  to  preserve 
inviolate  the  laws  of  nations  respecting  legations. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.  New  York,  August  30, 1785 . .  178 

Addresses  to  Mr.  Jay  a  note,  p.  179;  wherein  he  announces  his  aopointmcnt 
to  the  Intendency  of  St.  Domingo,  and  the  nomination  of  M.  Otto  to  the 
post  of  ChargS  d^Affaires  of  France  to  the  United  States  during  the  absence 
of  the  Chevimer  de  la  Luzerne.  Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  letter  and 
note  of  Monsieur  de  Marbois,  and  draft  of  letters  of  reply,  pp.  180-181. 

Monsieur  de  Marbois  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  September  24, 

1785 181 

Satisfaction  at  receiving  the  letters  of  Mr.  Jay.  Proposes  to  depart  firom  the 
United  States.    Intercession  in  favor  of  Longchamps. 

Monaeur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  September  28, 1785. .  182 

Upon  the  departure  of  Monsieur  Marbois  will  enter  upon  the  flinctioBs  of  his 
office.  Is  pleased  with  having  to  transact  business  with  Mr.  Jay.  Hopes 
to  deserve  tne  approbation  of  Confess,  and  draw  still  closer  the  bonds  which 
unite  the  two  nations.    Wise  pohcy  of  the  alliance. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  November  28, 1785. .  184 

Transmits  the  plan  of  a  treaty  for  a  correspondence  between  the  Post  Offices 
of  Prance  and  the  United  States.  Requests  it  may  be  submitted  to  Congress, 
unless  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Jay  the  Postmaster  Gisneral  is  already  suffi- 
ciently empowered  to  negotiate  a  treaty.  Note  adilressed  to  Congress  of  the 
same  tenor,  p.  184.  Plan  of  a  treaty  containing  seventeen  articles,  pp. 
18S-188. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  Otto.   November  28,  1785 189 

Letter  of  the  28th  November  received,  with  the  enclosed  papers  respecting  the 
Post  Office.    Letter  of  Ebenezer  Hazard,  Postmaster  General,  to  John  Jay, 
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of  the  2l8t  December,  1785,  and  16th  February,  1786,  on  the  proposed  plan 
of  a  treaty,  p.  189.    Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  same  subject,  February 
21,  1766,  p.  190. 
John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.     December  26,  1785. .  192 

Encloses  to  the  President  Mr.  Otto's  note  of  the  28th,  with  the  plan  of  the 
proposed  treaty  between  the  Post  Offices. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  November  30,  1785.  .192 

Encloses  a  note  to  be  laid  before  Congress  relating  to  the  debts  of  the  United 
States  due  to  his  Majesty.  Refers  to  the  various  notes  of  his  predecessor 
on  the  same  subject.  Reflections  upon  his  note.  Situation  of  French  cred- 
itors and  partial  conduct  of  different  States.  Note  of  Monsieur  Otto  to 
Congress  on  the  same  subject,  November  30,  1785,  pp.  194-.198. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  Otto.     November  30,  1785 199 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  letter  and  note  of  the  same  date.  Will  submit 
them  to  (ingress  and  report  the  result  of  their  deliberations. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  December  19, 1785. .  199 

Brevet  of  Monsieur  For^  as  Vice  Consul  (General  and  Vice  Consul  for  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware.  Reasons  for  the  appointment. 
Congress  having  changed  their  residence.  Requests  similar  resolutions  may 
be  passed  as  in  the  case  of  the  younger  brother  of  M.  Marbois. 

John  Jay  to   the   Sieur  de   la   Foret.     New   York,  January  10, 

1786 200 

Returns  the  brevet  or  commission,  with  an  act  of  Congress  upon  the  subject. 
Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal,  January  6,  1786,  p.  200. 

Sieur  de  la  Foret  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  January  11, 1786.  .201 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  6th  instant. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  Otto.    March  6,  1786 201 

Thinks  the  4th  and  5th  articles  in  the  proposed  convention  regulating  the  inter- 
course between  the  Post  Offices  of  tne  two  countries  inexpedient.  Proposes 
and  encloses  a  plan  which  he  thinks  would  be  more  easily  executed.  Would 
be  pleased  to  confer  upon  the  subject.  Plan  of  Post  Office  convention  con- 
taining six  articles,  pp.  201-203. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.     New  York,  April  18,  1786 203 

Addresses  to  Mr.  Jay  a  note,  to  be  laid  before  Confess,  p.  203.  Mte, — ^Has 
received  express  orders  to  remind  Congress  that  the  ratifications  of  the  con- 
sular convention  have  not  been  exchanged.  The  King  desires  the  formality 
shall  not  be  deferred.  Confess  is  reminded  that  no  answer  has  been  returned 
to  his  memorial  of  the  30th  November  last. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  motion  of  the  Honorable  Mr.  Pinck- 
ney,  directing  a  reply  to  be  made  to  the  Charge  d'Afiaires  of 
France,  March  9,  1786 .204 

The  scheme  of  the  convention  between  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  for  defining  and  regu- 
lating the  functions  and  privileges  of  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents, 
and  Commissaries,  containing  twenty-six  articles ♦205-218 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  upon  the  scheme  of  the  convention  respect- 
ing French  and  American  Consuls.    July  4,  1786 218-231 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  a  reference  of  the  subject  of  the  consular 
convention.     August  18,  1786 232-234 

Monsieur  de  la  Foret  to  John  Jay.  New  York, 23, 1786 . .  234 

Encloses  extracts  of  letters  from  the  Marshal  de  Castries  on  the  affairs  of 
Algiers,  p.  234. 
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John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.  April  24^  1786 235 

Transmits  the  letter  of  Monsieur  de  la  For^  and  the  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  Mareschal  de  Castries. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  June  27,  1786 235 

Reminds  Mr.  Jay  of  a  promise  made  to  solicit  the  ratification  of  the  consular 
convention  as  soon  as  nine  States  should  be  assembled.  Conversations  with 
members  of  their  Conmss.  Their  reasons  for  delay.  B<^  that  the  afiair 
may  be  submitted  to  Congress,  and  some  resolution  obtained  that  Consuls 
may  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  their  powers. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  Otto.    July  3,  1786.  • . • 236 

Letter  of  the  37th  June  received.  Remembers  the  conversation,  but  of  a  differ- 
ent import.  Action  upon  M.  Otto's  letter  of  the  18th  April.  Will  transmit 
to  the  President  of  Congress  the  letter  of  the  37th  June,  and  will  return  any 
they  may  be  pleased  to  direct  without  delay.  Believes  Mr.  Jefferson  will 
assign  satisfactory  reasons  for  the  delay  to  his  Majesty. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  July  6,  1786 237 

Mr.  Jay's  letter  received  on  the  3d  instant.  Regrets  his  absence  on  the  4th. 
Will  make  a  suitable  apology  to  the  President. 

John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Congress.     October  9,  1786 237 

Discovery  made  by  Mr.  Remsen  that  the  printed  scheme  of  the  convention 
does  not  correspond  with  the  copy  in  this  office.  Many  important  omissions. 
Thinks  the  scheme  still  more  meligible.  Notwithstanding  advises  its  con- 
clusion for  a  limited  time.  Note  of  the  difference  in  the  twelfth  article. 
Many  other  variations  which  do  not  affect  materially  Mr.  Jay's  report. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  October  9,  1786  . . .  .239 

Requests  the  resolution  which  Congress  may  have  taken  concerning  the  con- 
sular convention,  with  a  view  to  transmit  it  to  his  Court. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  Otto.    October  12,  1786 239 

Letter  of  Monsieur  Otto  communicated  to  Congress.  Is  instructed  to  reply 
"that  their  communications  wUl  be  officially  made  through  their  Minister 
resident  at  Paris,  and  that  they  do  not  think  it  necessary  to  accept  his  polite 
offer." 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  October  23,  1786 . .  • .  239 

Transmito  to  Congress,  by  command  of  his  Majesty,  a  letter  on  the  birth  of  a 
Princess. 

The  Kmg  of  France  to  Congress.    July  9,  1786 240 

Communicating  the  intelligence  of  the  birUi  of  a  Princess. 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  Otto.    New  York,  December  18, 1786.  .240 

The  letter  of  his  Majesty  and  that  of  Monsieur  Otto  was  immediately  laid 
before  Congress.  The  absence  of  some  of  the  representatives  prevents  aa 
immediate  reply. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  December  21, 1786.  .241 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  18th.  Delay  on  the  part 
of  Congress  will  leave  no  room  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  their  sentiments. 
Qtuestions  having  been  asked  by  members  of  Congress  respecting  an  intended 
transfer  of  Louisiana,  encloses  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes  contradicting  Uie  report. 

Fn»n  the  same  to  the  same.     New  York,  October  23,  1786. .  .241 

Subjoins  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  wherein  it  is 
apprehended  that  false  impressions  may  be  made  by  newspaper  statements 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  France  to  excite  the  Barbary  Powers  agamst  the 
United  States,  p.  343. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Xxii  CONTENTS.     . 

John  Jay  to  Monsieur  Otto.    New  York,  November  2,  1786. .  .5249 

Introduces  Colonel  Talbot,  who  has  two  aona  whom  he  wishes  to  educate  for 
the  sea,  and  place  on  board  the  King's  packet. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  November  3,  1786..  .242 

Has  received  Mr.  Jay's  letter  on  the  suli^ect  of  Colonel  Talbot's  sons.  Will 
solicit  permission,  and  hopes  to  succeed  in  fire  or  six  months  notwithstanding 
some  difficulties. 

Monsieur  Otto  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  May  20, 1787 243 

Encloses  copies  of  letters  from  the  Count  de  Montmorin  and  the  Maishal  d0 
Castries,  on  the  subject  of  Colonel  Talbot's  sons,  p.  244. 

Jleport  of  Secretary  Jay,  February  12,  1788 245 

Count  de  Moustier  to  John  Jay.    New  Ywk,  February  4, 1788  • .  245 

Transmits  to  Mr.  Jay  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  King  recalling  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne. 

Count  de  Moustiw  to  John  Jay.   New  York,  February  4, 1788. .  246 

Letter  of  credence,  with  a  request  that  it  may  be  communicated  to  Congress, 
and  that  a  day  may  be  appointed  for  a  public  audience. 

Letter  of  the  King  to  die  Congress.  Versailles,  September  30, 
1787 246 

Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  Congress.     Paris, ,  1787. .  .247 

Announces  his  recall  as  Minister  to  the  United  States,  and  takes  his  leave 
accordingly. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  above  letter.  March  13, 1788.  .248 
Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  two  letters  of  his  most  Christian 

Majesty 249 

Count  de  Moustier  to  John  Jay.  February  19, 1788 .250 

Betoff  inyited  to  dine  with  the  President  of  Coneress  on  the  same  day  which 
is  fixed  uDon  for  the  audience,  requests  that  Mr.  Jay  will  send  him  tne  reso- 
lutions or  Congress  for  his  information. 

John  Jay  to  the  Count  de  Moustier.    February  19, 1788 250 

Day  of  public  audience  appointed;  will  be  received  the  26th  instant,  at  twelve 
o*clock. 

Extract  fiom  the  Journal  of  Congress.    February  14,  1788., .  .250 

Count  de  Moustier  to  John  Jay.   New  York,  February  20, 1788 . .  251 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  letter  transmitting  the  resolution  of  Congress. 
Encloses  nis  intended  speech. 

Speech  of  Count  de  Moustier 251 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay,  and  draft  of  an  answer  to  the  speech  of 

the  Count  de  Moustier.    February  21,  1788 253 

Count  de  Moustier  to  John  Jay.    New  York,  May  28,  1788. .  .253 

Encloses  a  note  which,  from  the  importance  of  its  contents,  he  wishes  may  be 
submitted  to,  and  acted  upon  immediately  by,  Congress. 

Note  of  the  Mmister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  demanding  the  sur- 
render of  Joseph  Marie  Aime  Ferrier,  a  native  of  Languedoc,  for 
an  alleged  crime • • 254 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Sieur  Oster  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia, 
marked  No.  1.    Norfolk,  October  2,  1787 257 

Copy  of  a  second  letter  from  the  same  to  the  same,  marked  No.  2. 
Norfolk,  November  11, 1787 257 
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Gorernor  Randolph   to    M.  Oster.     Ricbmond,  November    22, 
1787 ....260 

Eocloaea  a  law  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  p.  961. 

idbn  Jay  to  the  Count  de  Moustier.  New  York,  Maj29, 1788.  .261 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  coaununicadon  of  the  96di  instant.  Will 
Bubmit  it  to  CongreM  as  soon  as  it  can  be  translated. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  note  of  the  Mmister  of  France. 

June  6,  1788 262 

John  Jay  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.    June  13, 1788 262 

Encloses  a  copy  of  the  note  from  the  Minister  of  France.  Asks  for  informa- 
tion. The  sense  ef  Congress  that  Joseph  Marie  Anne  Ferrier  ought  to  be 
apprehended. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Afiairs.    June  13, 

1788 263 

Count  de  Moustier  to  John  Jay.   New  York,  August  U,  1788.  .263 

Bein^  about  to  undertake  a  journey,  Monsieur  Otto  will  remain  charged  with 
afiairs. 

John  Jay  to  the  Count  de  Moustier.     August  12,  1788 264 

Has  receired  and  communicated  to  Congress  the  letter  of  the  11th  instant. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    October  16,  1788 .264 

Encloses  copies  of  two  letters  from  the  GK>Yemor  of  Virginia,  relatire  to  the 
aiTair  of  Ferrier. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Governor  Randolph  to  John  Jay.  Richmond, 

June  30,  1788 264 

Second  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Virginia  to  the  same.    July  2, 

1788 264 

Extract  from  the  laws  of  Virgbia 268 
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Count  de  Moustier  to  John  Jay.   New  York,  October  18, 1788 . .  270 

Encloses  a  sketch  of  a  conversation  respecting  Mr.  Randolph's  answer  in  the 
afiair  of  Ferrier,  pp.  970-S73. 
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Hbm  pos^ned  reporting  on  the  letters  of  the  Governor  of  VirMia  in  eonse- 
qnence  of  the  absence  of  the  French  Minister.  The  delay  will  not  be  incon- 
Tenient. 

John  Jay  to  the  Governor  of  Virginia.  September  24,  1788. .  .272 

Has  submitted  the  letters  of  the  30th  June  and  dd  July  last  to  Congress.  Delay 
in  answering  accounted  fbr.  Consular  convention  never  ratified.  Foreign 
Consuls  no  authority  but  what  they  derive  from  the  law  of  nations. 

Report  of  Secretary-  Jay  on  the  obligation  to  radfy  the  consular 

convention  with  France  under  the  new  fonn  of  Government.  July 

25,1789 274 


CORRESPONDBNCB  OF  LA  FAYETTE. 

Marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  the  President  of  Congress.    Paris,  Decem- 
ber 26, 1783 279 

Has  directed  to  Mr.  Morris  some  hints  on  American  commerce.    Change  of 
Ministry  in  Enj^and.    AAurs  in  the  north  and  east  of  Europe. 
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Marshal  de  Castries  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.     Versailles,  June 

17,  1784 299 

Marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  John  Jay.    Mount  Vernon,  November  25, 

1784 300 

Explanation  with  respect  to  the  publication  of  certain  papers  in  relation  to  the 
Indian  treaty.    His  regret  thereat. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Versailles,  February  8,  1785  •  •  •  .300 

Arrival  in  Europe.    European  affairs. 

Marquis  de  la  Fayette  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  March  19,  1785.  •  .302 

Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  the  19th  received.  The  surrender  of  New  Orleans  to 
Amenca,  or  the  declaration  of  its  being[  a  free  port  suggested.  Ail&urs  of 
Europe.    Opposition  of  the  commercial  mterest  to  a  liberal  policy. 
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Diego  de  G^ardoqui.  Frontier  posts  not  evacuated.  What  are  the  designs 
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an  orphan  laay. 
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Monsieur  BarrS. 
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1785 ; 308 
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The  case  of  Monsieur  BarrS.  Misapprehension  as  to  the  nature  of  the  service 
in  which  he  was  eneaged.  Encloses  a  letter  from  Joseph  Bburdy  to  Secretary 
Thomson  of  the  13ui  September,  1785,  explanatory  of  the  service  in  which 
he  was  engaged. 

Mr.  Hardy  to  Secretary  Thomson.     September  13,  1785 309 
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European  affairs.  Endeavors  to  obtain  privileges  for  the  American  trade  in 
Prance.    Intends  to  visit  the  south  of  France  and  Germany. 
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of  conversation.  The  Prime  Minister  Kaunitz.  His  views  and  suggestions 
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convention  has  a  good  effect  in  Europe.  Recommends  a  confederacy  of 
America  and  the  Powers  of  southern  Europe  against  the  Barbary  States. 
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Has  submitted  the  Marouis's  letter  of  the  20th  October  last  to  Congress. 
Claims  of  Spain  upon  tne  Mississippi.  American  affairs.  With  respect  to 
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fiorprise  excited  by  Mr.  Barclay's  refUsal  of  presents.  Affairs  of  Europe. 
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Waits  with  anxiety  for  the  result  of  the  convention  at  Philadelphia. 
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on  more  adrantageous  ground,  m  the  commerce  with  tne  United  States,  than 
the  French  subjects. 

M.  Grand  to  Benjamin  Franklm.     Paris,  August  38,  1784 . .  •  .386 

Funds  in  possession  insufficient  to  meet  current  expenses.  Complaints  of  the 
silence  of  Mr.  Morris  on  financial  affairs. 

Count  de  Vergennes  to  Benjamin  Franklin.     Versailles,  September 
9,  1784 387 

Expresses  the  satisfaction  of  the  King  with  the  resolution  of  Congress,  con- 
tained in  the  letter  of  the  3d  September  from  Dr.  Franklin.  The  United 
Stales  shall  enjoy  a  complete  reciprocity  in  France. 

Count  de  Mercy  Argenteau  to  Benjamin  Franklin.    Paris,  Septem- 
ber 28,  1784 ... . 387 

The  Emperor  has  agreed  to  the  propositions  of  Congress  concerning  commer- 
cial regulations  between  the  two  Powers. 

Benjamin   Franklin  to  Charles  Thomson.      Passy,  October   16, 

1784 ..388 

The  Commissioners  have  made  propositions  of  treating  to  all  the  European 
Powers. 

Count  de  Vergennes  to  Benjamin  Franklin.   Versailles,  October  30, 
1784 388 

Information  received  Arom  M.  de  Marbois  on  the  subject  of  the  loan  in  Holland 
guarantied  by  the  King,  and  other  debts  of  the  States  towards  his  Majesty. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  Charles  Thomson.     Passy,  November  11, 
1784 389 

Papers  respecting  the  affair  of  Longchamps  received. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  M.  Grand.     Passy,  January  9,  1785. . .  .390 

On  a  proposition  respecting  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  Holland  loan, 
and  otner  financial  concerns. 

M.  Grand  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.     Paris,  February 
8,  1785 ..391 

On  financial  afiaini. 
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Benjamin  Franklin  to  the  Piresident  of  Congress.    Passy,  February 

8,  1785 393 

Receives  the  resolves  of  Congress  respectiiig  the  ootwolar  ooKreiittoB  too  late 
to  suspend  the  signing. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    Passy,  Apiil  12^>  1785 394 

Introducing  M.  de  Ghatunont,  the  younger. 

From  the  same  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.     Passy^  May  3, 
1785 394 

Informs  him  (hat  he  has  received  permission  to  return  to  America. 
M.  de  Rayneval  to  Benjamin  Franklin.  Versailles,  May  8, 1785 . .  395 

Regrets  to  hear  of  his  approaching  departure  fVom  France. 
Benjamin  Franklin   to  John  Jay,  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affidrs.^ 
Passy,  MaylO,  1785 395 

Prepares  for  his  return  to  America. 
From  the  same  to  Charles  Thomson.    Passy,  May  10,  1785.  •  .396 

Books  by  a  Swiss  gentleman  transmitted  to  Members  of  Congress. 

Count  de  Vergennes  to  Benjamin  Franklin,     Versailles,^  May  22, 

1785 396 

Regrets  his  intended  departure  for  the  United  States.  Assures  him  of  the 
esteem  of  the  King. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  Thomas  Barclay.   Passy,  June  19, 1785 .  .39T 

Relative  to  his  charges  for  salary  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

M.  de  Castries  to  Benjamin  Franklin.  Versailles,  July  10, 1785 .  .398 

Would  have  ordered  a  frigrate  for  Dr.  Franklin,  to  convey  him  to  America, 
had  he  known  sooner  of  nis  intention  of  leaving  France. 

Benjamin   Franklin   to  John  Jay.     Philadelphia,   September  19, 

1785 398 

Informs  of  his  arrival  in  the  United  -States.  A  treaty  of  commerce  and  friend- 
ship with  Prussia  signed  before  leaving  Europe. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  John  Jay.     Philadelphia,  July  6,  1785.  .399 

Relative  to  Scotosh,  an  Indian  chief.  His  intended  voyage  to  France.  En- 
closing speech  of  Scotosh,  chief  of  the  Wyandots,  dehvered  at  Philadelphia. 
July  a,  1786,  p.  400. 

From  the  same  to  M.  Grand,  banker  at  Paris.    Philadelphia,  July 

11,1786 402 

Requests  information  concerning  the  gift  of  three  millions  of  livxes  flrom  the 
King,  of  which  only  two  miUions  appear  in  the  accounts. 

M.  Durival  to  M.  Grand.     Versailles,  August  30,  1786 402 

The  King's  gift  amounted  to  three  millions,  independently  of  the  million 
advanced  to  the  United  States  by  the  Farmers  General. 

M.  Durival  to  M.  Grand.     Versailles,  September  5,  1786 403 

Declines  communicating  to  him  the  receipt  taken  fbr  the  first  million  advanced 
by  the  King,  June  10,  1776. 

M.  Grand  to  B.  Franklm.    Paris,  September  9,  1786 403 

States  that  he  received  only  three  millions,  the  first  million  having  been 
advanced  previous  to  his  appointment. 

M.  Durival  to  M.  Grand.     Versailles,  September  10,  1786. . . .404 

The  Minister  still  persists  in  declimng  to  communicate  the  receipt  for  the  first 
million  to  M.  Grand. 
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M.  GraDd  to  Benjamin  Franklm.    Paris,  September  12,  1786.  .405 

Proftsses  himself  unable  to  discoTer  who  receiyed  the  first  millioo. 

Boijamin  Franklin  to  John  Jajr.     Philadelptna,   November  31, 

1786 405 

Enelosing  letters  from  Sir  Edward  Newenham,  relatiTO  to  an  «>plieation  for 
a  consulate  for  his  son.  Sir  Edward  Newenham  to  Dr.  Franklin,  July  10, 
178d,  p.  406.  Sir  Edward  Newenham  to  Dr.  Franklin,  Au(^Bt  ld»  1786^. 
407.  The  same  to  the  President  of  Coneress,  August  12,  1786,  p.  408.  The 
same  to  Confiress,  August  13, 1786,  p.  409.  Lady  Ghrace  Anna  Newenham 
to  l>r.  Franklin,  August  31,  1786,  p.  409.  General  Washington  to  Dr. 
Franklin,  Norember,  1786,  p.  410.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  Edward 
Newenham  to  General  Wasnington,  Au&^st  12,  1786,  p.  411.  John  Jay  to 
Benjamin  Franklin,  New  York,  December  30,  1786,  p.  411.  The  above 
letters  have  been  submitted  to  Congress. 

John  Jay  to  the  President  of  Pennsylvania.     New  York,  Fetntiary 

8,1787 411 

Returns  the  papers  of  Sir  Edward  Newenham. 

John  Jay  to  die  President  of  Congress.     New  York,  February  24, 

1787 412 

On  the  application  of  Sir  Edward  Newenham. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  John  Jay.  Philadelphia,  January  3, 1787  •  ,412 

Transmitting  an  application  of  Samuel  Vaughan  relative  to  the  Mint,  with  a 
fhrther  view  of  exploring  the  United  States  in  search  of  ores,  minerals,  Ac, 
Address  of  Samuel  Taughan  to  John  Jay,  December  29,  1786,  pp.  413-418. 

John  Jay  to  Benjamin  Franklin.     January  12,  1787 419 

Letter  of  the  3d  instant  received.  Will  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  <^ 
the  Treasury. 

Jcim  Jay  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.     January  18, 

1787 420 

Transmits  the  papers  relative  to  Mr.  Vaughan. 

The  Board  of  Treasury  to  John  Jay.    January  25,  1787 420 

On  Mr.  Vaughan 's  application. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  Charles  Thomson.  Philadelphia,  January  27, 

1787 421 

Conjectures  that  the  million  advanced  the  10th  June,  1776,  must  have  been 
delivered  to  Beaumarchais. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  John  Jay.   Philadelphia,  June  27, 1788.  .422 

Encloses  papers  relative  to  John  Jackson.  M.  Limozin»  of  Havre,  and  M. 
Milliet,  of  Lisbon,  pp.  429-499. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  the  President  of  Congress.     Philadelphia, 

November  29, 1788 430 

Requesting  the  settlement  of  his  accounts,  which,  have  been  three  years  before 

Ck)ncres8.    Ithavu     '  ...  . . 

the  United  States. 


Concress.    It  having  been  asserted  in  the  newspapers  that  he  is  indebted  to 
\e  Unit 


CORRESPONDENCE  OP  JOHN  ADAMS. 

John  Adams,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Hague,  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  Congress.    The  Hague,  March  9, 1784 435 
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Visit  of  the  Baron  Thulemeier,  Minister  from  the  King  of  Prussia.  Overture 
of  the  Kinf .  Commercial  arrangements  proposed.  Reply  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Can  act  only  in  concert  with  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Jay.  Will  answer  for 
their  good  disposition.  Writes  to  Dr.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay.  Answer 
received.  They  are  persuaded  of  the  pleasure  of  Congress.  No  commission 
to  conclude  a  treaty,  yet  are  willing  to  prepare  a  drafl.  Articles  may  be 
discussed  on  theprinciples  of  the  treaties  with  Holland  and  Sweden.  Another 
letter  from  the  Kinff.  Letter  from  Paris  satisfkctory.  Articles  of  merchan- 
dize enumerated.  Submits  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  beinc  vested  with 
fUll  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty.  Money  obtained  to  pay  Mr.  Morris's 
bills.  Contract  will  be  transmitted  to  Congress.  Terms  high,  but  no  alter- 
native between  that  and  protesting  the  bills. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal,  February  1 ,  178&  Ratification  of 
the  loan  contract  made  by  Mr.  Adams •  • .  .437 

John  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.  The  Hague,  March  27, 
1784 .438 

Encloses  three  notes  from  the  Prussian  Minister.  Treaty  with  Sweden 
adopted  as  a  model.  Asks  for  instructions  to  accompany  the  commission. 
Existing  instructions  inadequate  to  conclude— can  only  confer.  Difficulty 
apprehended  about  the  signature,  a  majority  of  the  Ministers  being  in  Paris. 
A  promise  of  money  sufficient  to  save  the  financier's  bills.  Causes  of  the 
high  terms.  Ways  and  means  provided  by  impost  for  the  payment  of  interest 
would  soon  give  better  credit.  Mode  of  confuting  csuumnies  proposed. 
Abtc  from  Baron  Thulemeier,  March  14,  1784,  asks  tor  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
with  Sweden,  p.  439.  AUe  from  the  same,  March  25, 1784,  gives  information 
of  the  articles  of  future  commerce,  p.  439.  A*o(e  from  the  same,  March  25, 
1784,  gives  a  statement  of  the  private  affairs  of  Sieur  Christian  Ravenhorst, 
p  441.  Interference  of  Mr.  Adams  requested  to  procure  a  copy  of  the 
will,  Ac. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    The  Hague,  April  10,  1784.. . .  .442 

Encloses  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Baron  Thulemeier,  and  project  of  a  treaty. 
Hopes  for  the  action  of  Congress,  with  instructions  and  powers  to  treat. 
Letter  of  Baron  Thulemeier,  with  the  proposition  for  a  treaty  sent  by  the 
King.  Interview  requested.  Description  of  linens.  Project  of  the  treaty, 
pp.  443-453. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     The  Hague,  April  22,  1784..  • .  .453 

Had  received  a  letter  from  an  American  complaining  that  English  Bishops 
refused  ordination  unless  the  oaths  of  alle^:iance  were  taken.  Inquiry  made 
of  the  Danish  Minister  whether  orders  might  not  be  received  in  Denmark. 
Reply  of  Mons.  de  St.  Saphorin,  p.  454.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Count 
Rosencrone,  p.  454. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  March  21, 
1785 455 

John  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress.  The  Hague,  May  13, 
1784 455 

Inquires  in  what  light  M.  Dumas  is  to  be  considered.  Duplicate  of  th« 
Prussian  treaty  approved  by  Messrs.  Jay  and  Franklin. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    The  Hague,  May  13, 1784 456 

Probable  connexion  between  Holland  and  France.  Mistaken  policy  of  Eng- 
land. Conduct  of  the  Emperor  and  King  of  Prussia.  Some  of  the  provinces 
favorable  to  a  treaty  with  France.  A  war  will  produce  an  alliance.  War 
probable.  Jealousy  of  the  two  Imperial  Courts  and  House  of  Bourbon, 
bifficulty  of  commanding  money  the  best  security  for  peace.  Views  of  the 
Ehnperor.  Conduct  hitherto  just  and  beneficial.  If  he  should  live,  together 
with  the  Empress  of  Russia,  a  few  years,  or  until  England  obtains  the  com- 
mand of  money,  a  general* war  probieible. 

Prom  the  same  to  the  same.    The  Hague,  May  14,  1784*  •  •  •  .457 
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Fermentation  in  the  Courts  of  the  two  Empires  and  those  of  Bourbon,  dues- 
tions  of  etiquette.  Death  of  the  Bishop  of  Liege,  Consequences  of  the 
expected  election. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     The  Hague,  June  7,  1784 458 

Paper  received  from  the  Baron  Thulemeier  enclosed.  The  Baron *s  letter  and 
the  King's  answer.  Treaty  ready  for  signature.  The  Baron  desirous  of 
perfecting  the  business,  wherefore  hopes  that  instructions  and  authority  will 
be  despatched  without  delay  to  conclude.  Obserrations  made  by  Mr.  Adams 
on  the  project  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  King  of 
Prussia  and  the  United  States,  pp.  459-463.    The  King*s  modifications. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     The  Hague,  June  22,  1784 463 

Thinks  that  he  has  heretofore  advised  Congress  of  the  opinion  of  Foreign 
Ministers  that  letters  should  be  written  to  each  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe 
upon  the  establishment  of  independence.  Advice  lately  repeated.  Precedent 
given,  and  now  the  proper  time.  Sketch  of  what  the  letter  should  contain, 
and  mode  of  transmission.    The  answers  beneficial,  and  in  what  manner. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  letter  of  John  Adams,  June  22, 
1784 • 464 

John  Adams,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  to  the 

President  of  Congress.   Auteuil,  near  Paris,  October  20, 1784 . .  465 

Encloses  letters  from  M.  Dumas.  Affairs  of  Holland.  Union  of  parties. 
War  commenced,  if  the  language  of  the  Count  Bel^oso  is  to  be  taken  liter- 
ally— guns  having  been  fired.  Room  for  negotiation  during  the  winter. 
France  will  endeavor  to  reconcile.  If  she  docs  not  succeed  will  eventually 
side  with  Holland,  wherefore  conduct  of  the  English  a  problem.  Still  room 
to  hope  for  peace.  If  it  is  not  preserved  apprehends  a  general  war.  The 
object  of  the  Emperor  useful  to  America.  Frimc  Minister  to  EIngland,  his 
powers  contrasted  with  his  duties. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.  Auteuil,  near  Paris.  November  3, 
1784 467 

Letter  of  the  Count  de  Yer^nnes  communicated  by  Dr.  Franklin  on  the  sub- 
ject of  French  loans.  Fearful  that  Mr.  Morris  may  draw  on  Amsterdam 
for  the  interest.  Protest  of  drafts  to  be  expected.  From  the  situation  of 
France  sees  no  hope  of  Dr.  Franklin  obtaining  relief  from  that  Court.  Debts 
of  the  United  States.  Demands  for  money.  How  to  be  satisfied.  Fortu- 
nate if  means  are  provided.  Otherwise  evil  conseauences.  Holland  the 
only  country  where  we  can  borrow,  and  not  there  unless  our  foreign  debt  is 
funded.  Adequate  funds  for  paying  interest  will  create  further  credit. 
Reasons  for  not  offering  an  opimon  as  to  the  mode.  Letter  from  bankers  at 
Amsterdam.  Ratification  of  the  last  loan  not  received.  Hopes  it  will  be 
transmitted  as  early  as  possible.  Appropriation  of  the  last  half  million 
sterling  obtained  in  Holland.  Encloses  copies  of  papers  from  Mons.  Dumas, 
with  answers.  Recommendation  of  that  eentleman.  Paper  of  Mons.  Dumas, 
p.  469.    duestions  answered  by  Mr.  Adams,  p.  470. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  January  20, 
1785 470 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay,  Secretary  of  Foreign  Afiairs.     Auteuil, 

near  Paris,  December  15,  1784 470 

Addresses  Mr.  Jay  as  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  in  the  hopes  of  his  having 
accepted  that  office.  Elmperor  of  Morocco.  Demands  on  Holland.  Efifect 
upon  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Dan^r  of  erring  with  regard  to  the 
Mediterranean  trade.  Contrariety  of  opimons  as  to  its  value,  and  mode  of 
treating  the  Barbary  States.  Futility  of  waging  war  with  Algiers  unless  the 
maritime  Powers  of  Europe  would  unite  for  that  purpose,  uiquires  for  the 
means  of  purchasing  peace.  Before  attempting  to  borrow  more  mono3r  in 
Holland  must  provide  for  the  payment  of  interest  of  old  debts.  Subject 
worthy  the  attention  of  Congress. 

Voi«  L— B 
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John  Adams  to  the  President  of  Congress,     Auteuil,  near  Paris, 

January  10,  1785 472 

Informs  of  the  success  of  the  Dutch  loan.  Amelioration  of  credit  will  enable 
to  treat  with  the  Barbary  Powers  and  pay  the  interest  of  the  French  loeui. 
Wishes  instructions.  Letter  on  this  subject  from  the  Count  de  Vei^ennes. 
Salaries  of  foreign  Ministers  whether  to  be  paid.  Prays  for  explicit  instruc- 
tions on  that  heaid.  Inquires  if  a  new  loan  shall  be  opened.  Will  regret  the 
necessity.    Injurious  effect  of  foreign  loans. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  January  10, 
1785 474 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay.   Auteuil,  near  Paris,  March  9, 1785  w  .475 

Congratulations  upon  the  appointment  of  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Slow 
progress  of  negotiations.  Causes  of  delay.  Urges  the  transmission  of  the 
ratification  of  the  last  Dutch  loan.  Balance  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
Dutch  bankers.  Inquiries  with  regard  to  the  tribute  paid  to  Algiers  by- 
Sweden  and  Holland.  Difficulty  of  forming  supplementary  treaties  witt 
France,  Sweden,  and  Holland.  Causes  thereof.  Remonstrances  of  the 
French  merchants  against  opening  the  colonial  trade.  Success  of  the  French 
fisheries  attributable  to  the  alliance  with  America.  Extravagant  pretensions 
of  merchants;  their  partial  views.  England  will  not  treat  at  Paris.  Spain 
equally  averse.  Congress  can  determine  the  proposition  of  treating  at  St. 
James  or  not.  State  of  Europe  critical,  but  does  not  think  the  Elmperor  will 
urge  on  a  war. 

Messrs.  Willink  &  Co.  to  John  Adams.     Amsterdam,  January  6, 
1785 477 

Statement  of  account.     Expect  orders  for  the  disposition  of  the  balance. 

Extract  of  a  letter  fix)m  Messrs.  Willink  &  Co.     Amsterdam,  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1785 478 

Discourage  attempts  at  future,  loans.  Advert  to  the  non-payment  of  the  interest 
of  former  loans.  Ratification  of  the  last  loan  contract  not  received.  Various 
loans  open  in  Holland.  Money  becomes  scarce,  of  course.  If  another  year 
Congress  wish  to  pay  off  the  French  loan  by  borrowing  in  Holland,  would 
be  pleased  to  give  again  satisfaction. 

John  Jay  to  John  Adams.     New  York,  February  11, 1785 . . .  .479 

Encloses  the  ratification  of  the  loan  contract  entered  into  March  9,  1784.  Res- 
olution of  Congress  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London.  Requests 
an  opinion  on  the  affairs  of  the  Foreign  Office.  Demand  the  surrender  of 
M.  Longchamps.     Exchange  of  Ministers  with  Spain  contemplated. 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay.     April  13,  1785 .480 

Mentions  the  subject  of  former  letters.  Affair  of  the  Barbary  States  and 
Meiditerranean  trade.  Entertains  a  different  view  fVom  those  who  speak 
lightly  of  the  latter.  Expects  to  negotiate  with  Algiers  through  the  French 
Consul.    Congress  Vill  ultimately  send  Consuls  to  sign  treaues  and  make 

S resents.  Spain  will  not  treat  at  Paris;  danger  of  proceeding  to  Spain. 
Recommends  a  different  distribution  of  foreign  Ministers.  Proposition  of 
England  to  exchcmge  Ministers.  Secret  wish  of  the  English  Ministry. 
Advises  the  measure.  No  selfish  design — eissigns  reasons  to  show  the  pro- 
priety. Dangerous  tendency  of  things  to  involve  us  in  war  with  England, 
which  is  to  be  deprecated  at  this  time.  His  system  a  simple  one;  explains 
at  length.  Expectations  of  Congress  and  the  people  of  America  not  answered 
by  the  state  of  negotiations  at  ir'aris.    Wish  to  return  home. 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay.   Auteuil,  near  Paris,  April  24, 1785.  .483 

Replies  to  Mr.  Jay*s  letter  of  the  11th  February.  Asks  instructions  with 
regard  to  new  loans.  Minister  to  England;  importance  and  necessity  of  the 
measure.  Difficulties  of  the  situation,  and  its  important  bearing  upon  the 
politics  of  Europe.    Remarks  upon  the  fulfilment  of  the  treaty  by  the 
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American  States.  Recommends  to  f\ilfil  it  in  all  its  parts,  and  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  refugees.  An  example  to  Elnglana  for  the  punctual  exe- 
cution on  their  part.  Hegrets  the  demand  for  the  delivery  of  Longchamps. 
Thought  his  punishment  satisfactory.  The  demand  not  justified  by  the  law 
of  nations  where  there  is  no  convention. 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Auteuil,  near  Paris,  May  4, 1785.  .485 

Acknowled£;es  receipt  of  Mr.  Jay's  letter  of  18th  March,  with  commission, 
&c.,  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain.  Is  pleased  with  the  aopointment  of  a 
new  Minister  to  the  Hague.  Delicacy  of  his  situation  witti  regard  to  the 
Court  of  the  Netherlands.  Necessity  of  a  formal  leave  there,  and  with  the 
Court  of  Versailles.  Five  or  six  weeks  must  elapse  before  he  can  proceed 
to  London.  Instructions  agreeable.  Importance  of  the  trust.  Prospect  of 
success  not  encoura^iing.  America  will  have  performed  her  duty.  Discrim- 
inating duties  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island.  Remarks  thereon.  Mr. 
Jay's  letter  of  the  15th  March.  Mr.  Smith  not  personally  known,  but  will 
receive  every  regard  and  attention  due  to  his  situation. 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay.     Auteuil,  near  Paris,  May  5,  [erroneously 

printed  May  3,]  1785 487 

The  English  boast  of  their  having  monopolized  the  American  trade.  Their 
ability  and  mode  of  effecting  it.  The  competition  of  other  nations  a  failure. 
Much  exaggeration  in  their  boast,  at  the  same  time  too  much  truth.  The 
success  of  the  mission  will  depend  upon  the  careful  investigation  of  Confess 
and  their  instructions  on  this  subject.  Negotiations  fruitless  if  £Ingland  can 
enjoy,  under  her  own  partial  regulations,  the  profits  of  our  commerce. 
Americans  should  turn  their  attention  y>  the  suojcct.  Refradns  fVom  the 
discussion  of  the  question  what  powers  should  be  delegated  to  the  Confed- 
eracy touching  commerce.  Present  mischiefs  and  inconveniences  from  want 
of  unity.  Propriety  of  calling  upon  the  States  for  information  respecting 
imports  and  exports  since  the  peace.  Difficulty  of  maintaining  the  Union 
without  some  general  repository  of  the  commercial  interests.  Mode  of 
counteracting  the  selfish  policy  of  England.  Hi£;h  and  discriminating  duties 
opon  British  luxuries.  «  He  always  negoUaUa  iU  who  ii  not  in  a  eondition  to 
make  hiauelf  feared.**  Measures  must  be  taken  by  the  peoj>le.  Our  army  no 
terror.  Proud  of  their  navy,  and  disregard  ours.  Their  experience  lost 
upon  them.  No  other  means  of  making  an  impression  than  by  commercial 
regulations. 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Auteuil,  near  Paris,  May  7,  1785.  .489 

Expects  to  be  in  London  by  the  end  of  the  month.  Observations  on  taking 
leave  of  the  Court  of  the  Netherlands.  Asks  authority  to  draw  upon  Hol- 
land for  salaries.  Application  of  Mr.  Jefiferson  for  money  and  drafts  upon 
Amsterdam.  Orders  of  Colonel  Humphreys  for  medals  and  swords  met  by 
drafts  on  the  same  bankers.  Hopes  tor  the  approbation  of  Congress.  Se- 
verity of  cold  in  Europe.  Failure  of  crops.  Probable  effect  upon  American 
productions. 

John  Adams  to  John  Jay.    Auteuil,  near  Paris,  May  8,  1785.  .491 

Absurdity  of  the  English  idea  with  regard  to  the  foreign  diplomacy  of  the 
United  States.  Its  impracticabDity.  Supposed  the  question  setued  that 
Congress  had  power  to  treat  with  foreign  Powers,  appoint  Ambassadors, 
&c.  Different  views  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset;  will  be  made  the  pretext  for 
delays.  The  Cabinet  of  St.  James  may  decline  treating  unless  the  powers 
of  Congress  are  enlarged.  What  will  then  be  tlie  duty  of  the  American 
Minister?  Refers  to  the  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  State  Legisla- 
tures, April  30,  1784.  Effect  of  the  Duke's  letter.  Other  demands  wOI  be 
made.  Requests  information  as  to  which  of  the  States  have  agreed  to  those 
recommendations.  Prosperity  of  the  United  States,  thougrh  shipping  has 
been  discounted.  Should  attend  to  our  defence.  Peculiar  situation  of 
Switzerland.  Parallel  case  of  Holland;  ftiture  greatness  of  America,  and 
reason  why  she  must  not  expect  assistance  from  foreign  Powers  if  attacked. 
Domestic  policy. 
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John  Adams  to  John  Jay.  Auteuil,  near  Paris,  May  13, 1785.  .495 

Transient  conversations  with  foreign  Ministers.  Attentions  of  the  Duke  of 
Dorset  increased  since  the  appointment  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  His  visit 
at  Auteuii.  Topics  of  conversation.  The  evacuation  of  the  frontier  posts. 
British  debts.  Carrying  off  negroes.  Second  visit  of  the  Duke  at  Auteuii. 
Oifers  to  write  to  Mr.  Pitt.  Gives  information  of  Court  etic^uette.  Not  the 
first  lecture  upon  dress  and  etiquette.  Appearances  according  to  rank  must 
be  maintained.    Inability  of  American  Miniaters  to  conform  to  usage. 


CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THE  JOINT  COMMISSIONERS  AND  MINIS- 
TERS PLENIPOTENTIARY,  JOHN  ADAMS,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
AND  THOMAS  JEFFERSON,  FOR  THE  FORMATION  OP  TREATIES 
OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE  WITH  FOREIGN  POWERS. 

Mmutes  of  Proceedings.    Passy,  August  30,  1784 503 

Instructions  read.  Resolved  to  meet  every  day  until  the  objects  of  the  com- 
missions are  properly  arranged.  Resolve  that  Captain  Jones  applv  to  the 
Court  of  Denmark  for  compensation  for  prizes  restored  to  the  Britisn. 

Passy,  August  31,  1784 503 

Resolve  to  announce  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  the  object  of  their  mission. 
Information  given  to  David  Hartley. 

Passy,  September  1,  1784 504 

Letter  iVom  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  enclosing  a  resolution  relative  to  the 
brig  L'Aimable  Elizabeth.  Letter  addressed  to  Mr.  Barclay  for  information. 
An  interview  to  be  requested  of  the  Danish  Minister. 

Passy,  September  4,  1784 504 

Information  of  their  powers  communicated  to  the  Baron  de  WalterstorflT,  the 
Danish  Minister,  and  requesting  he  would  announce  to  his  Court  their  read- 
iness to  proceed  in  the  negotiation. 

Passy,  September  9,  1784 505 

The  object  of  the  commission  with  respect  to  Prussia  communicated  to  the 
Baron  Thulemeier,  at  the  Hague.  A  similar  letter  addressed  to  the  Portu- 
guese Ambassador. 

M.  Spinola  to  Benjamin  Franklin.    Paris,  September  9,  1784.  .506 

The  Government  of  Gknoa  desirous  of  sending  a  Consul  to  Boston.  Inquires 
if  it  would  be  agreeable. 

Benjamin  Franklin  to  M.  Spmola.  Passy,  September  13, 1784  • .  506 

Purport  of  the  letter  communicated  to  his  colleagues.  Thinks  some  convention 
will  be  necessary  between  the  respective  States  previous  to  the  appointment 
of  Consuls.    Full  power  of  the  Commissioners  to  treat. 

Versailles,  September  15,  1784 507 

The  Commissioners  exhibited  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  (officially^  their  com- 
mission to  negotiate  and  conclude  a  supplementary  treaty  witn  his  most 
Christian  Majesty. 

Passy,  September  16,  1784 507 

Mr.  Hartley  gives  information  of  his  orders  to  return  to  London. 

Passy,  near  Paris,  September  22,  1784 508 

From  the  Commissioners  to  the  Count  de  Aranda,  Spanish  Ambassador, 
laformation  of  powers  given,  and  readiness  to  negotiate. 
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The  Ambassador  of  Portugal  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  September 
27,1784 509 

Has  transmitted  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  his  Court. 
M.  Riviere,  Charge  d' Affaires  of  Saxony,  to  the  Commissioners. 
Paris,  September  27,  1784 509 

Has  forwarded  the  communication  of  the  Commissioners  to  his  Court. 

M.  de  Pio  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris,  September  26, 1784.  .509 

Has  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  his  Court  the  letter  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. 

M.  de  Scamafis  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  October  26, 1784  •  •  510 

Letter  of  the  Commissioners  received  and  transmitted  to  his  Court. 
Chevalier  Delfino  to  the  Conmiissioners  ••••••••• 510 

Will  transmit  to  his  Court  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners. 
M.  Favi  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris,  October  10,  1784 511 

Esteems  it  a  duty  to  communicate  the  letter  of  the  Commissioners  to  his  Court. 

The.Conmiissioners  to  the  Baron  Stael  de  Holstein.  Passy,  October 
2,  1784 ..-511 

Proposals  for  forming  a  supplementary  treaty.    Informs  of  their  full  powers. 

Baron  Stael  de  Hobtein  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  October  5, 
1784 512 

Asks  for  information  relative  to  amendments  to  the  treaty. 

Verbal  information  ciHnmunicated  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Swedish 
Embassy,  October  8, 1784 .512 

Count  de  Aranda  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  September  27, 
1784..... 513 

Letter  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  22d  instant  received.  Wishes  to  be  informed 
if  either  of  the  Commissioners  will  repair  to  Madrid.  Custom  of  Spain  in 
such  cases. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Count  de  Aranda.  Passy,  October  28, 
1784 514 

Treaties  having  been  proposed  with  most  of  the  European  Powers,  it  will  be 
inconvenient  to  repair  to  Madrid. 

From  the  same  to  the  Duke  of  D(»rset.  Passy,  October  28, 
1784 515 

Inform  of  their  powers,  which  had  previously  been  communicated  to  Mr. 
Hartley.    His  friendly  assurances.    Are  reaay  to  negotiate. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    Passy,  October  28,  1784 516 

Instructed  to  treat  on  some  points  distinct  iVom  a  treaty  of  commerce.  Amend- 
ment to  the  definitive  treaty  proposed  relative  to  the  cessation  of  hostilities 
in  different  latitudes.  Proposition  respecting  the  debts.  Further  proposi- 
tions for  the  payment  for  negroes  carried  away,  and  for  liquidating  the 
charges  respecting  prisoners  of  war. 

D.  Himiphreys  to  tlie  Commissioners.   Paris,  October  30, 1784 . .  518 

Account  of  an  interview  with  the  Duke  of  Dorset. 

Baron  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners.  The  Hague,  October  8, 
1784 518 

Full  power  granted  by  his  Prussian  Majesty  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce.    The  ^ing  desirous  of  knowing  wluu  city  has  been  selected  for 
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the  exchapee  of  commerce.    Pull  power  of  the  King-  of  Prussia.    Draft  of 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  consisting  of  twenty-seven  articles,  pp. 

The  Commissioners  to  Baron  Thulemeier.  Passy,  November  10, 
1784 531 

Letter  of  the  8th  of  October  received.  New  articles  to  propose  calculated  to 
diminish  the  calamity  of  war.  Reasons  in  support  of  the  new  proposed 
articles  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  transmitted  to  the  Baron  Thulemeier  in 
the  letter  of  the  10th  November,  pp.  532-534. 

First  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  Congress.     Parb,  November 

11,  1784 534 

M.  de  Sa,  dated  Queluz,  October  24,  1784,  to  M.  de  Souza.  •  •  .540 

Assures  that  her  faithful  Majesty  will  be  pleased  with  a  better  correspondence 
with  the  United  States.    Asks  for  explanations. 

The  Commissioners  to  Count  de  Souza.     Passy,  November  30, 

1784 540 

Letter  of  M.  de  Sa  received.  Encloses  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce.    Ready  to  sign,  if  approved  by  her  Majesty. 

Mons.  Favi  to  the  Commissioners.   Paris,  November  16, 1784.  .541 

Informs  that  the  proposition  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  has  been  agree- 
able to  his  Royal  Highness,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  that  he  will 
receive  with  pleasure  the  plan  of  the  treaty. 

The  Commissioners  to  Mons.  Favi.   Passy,  December  9, 1784.  .541 

Elndose  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  which  they  are  ready  to  sign. 

The  Duke  of  Dorset  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  November  24, 
1784 541 

Authorized  by  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  assure  of  their  readiness  to  take  into 
consideration  proposals  coming  from  the  States  for  the  advantage  of  both 
countries.  A  previous  stipulation  that  the  United  States  should  send  a  person 
duly  authorized  to  London.  No  instructions  relative  to  certain  articles  of 
the  preliminaries  of  peace. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset.     Passy,  December  9, 

1784 543 

The  Duke's  letter  of  the  9th  December  received.  Not  authorized  to  answer 
relative  to  the  stipulation  of  a  Minister's  proceeding  to  London  to  reside 
there  constantly.  Will  transmit  the  letter  to  Con^ss,  being  invested  with 
fViU  power  to  confer  and  conclude  upon  the  subjects  in  question  with  his 
Majesty's  Ministers,  and  are  so  desirous  of  showing  respect  to  his  Majesty's 
Government  that  they  would  readily  repair  to  London. 

Second  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  Congress.  Passy,  December 
15,1784 544 

Mons.  de  Souza  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  December  22, 
1784 545 

Has  transmitted  the  plan  of  a  treaty  to  the  Court  of  Lisbon. 
Baron  de  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners.   The  Hague,  December 
10,  1784 545 

Has  presented  the  new  project  of  a  treaty  to  the  Kin^.  Approbation  of  the 
views  of  the  United  States.  Reminds  the  Commissioners  of  a  former  prop- 
osition to  select  some  city  for  the  exchanges  of  commerce. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier.     Passy,  January 

21,  1785 546 
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Letter  of  the  10th  December  received.  Think  the  last  prof>08ition  answered 
by  the  second  and  third  articles  of  the  treaty.  If  free  ports  are  contemplated 
are  of  opinion  that  both  Stettin  and  Elmbden  should  be  such. 

M.  Wdterstorff  to  the  Commissioners.   Paris,  February  1, 1785 . .  547 

Recommendation  of  the  Count  de  Bemstorff.  Wishes  to  be  informed  on  certain 
matters  before  setting  out  for  Copenhagen. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Baron  de  Walterstorfi.     Paris,  February  3, 

1785 548 

Encloses  the  draft  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce.  Win  reccire  with 
great  respect  any  improyements. 

Mons.  de  Pio  to  the  Commissioners.  Paris,  January  22, 1785,  .549 

Propositions  of  the  Commissioners  have  been  submitted  to  the  King.  Messina 
established  a  free  port.  Merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States  will  be 
received  at  Messina  with  perfect  friendship;  will  be  received  in  other  ports 
of  his  dominions.  Tobacco  a  free  article.  Oil,  wine,  and  silks  free  to  be 
exj)orted  from  Sicily.  Advises  the  commencement  of  a  commerce  with  the 
Sicilian  ports.    A  treaty  of  commerce  not  necessary  to  a  fVee  trade. 

M.  de  Scamafis  to  the  Commissioners.   Paris,  February  2, 1785  •  •  551 

The  King  of  Sardinia  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  ships  of  the  United  Stater 
frequenting  the  free  port  of  Nice.  Will  hereafter  form  commercial  ties  if 
suitable. 

Third  Report  of  Commissioners  to  Congress.     Paris,  February  11, 

1785 551 

M.  Favi  to  the  Commissioners.    Paris,  February  10,  1785 553 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  enjoy  in  the  porU  of  Tuscany  all  the 
facilities  and  advantages  accorded  to  the  most  favored  nations. 

Baron  de  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners.     The  Hague,  January 

24,  1785 553 

Observations  on  the  counter  project  of  the  treaty  of  commerce  authorized  by 
the  King.  A  French  transtation  of  the  treaty,  the  Prussian  Court  not  being 
familiar  with  the  English  language. 

Answer  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Observations  on  the  project  of 
a  Treaty  with  Prussia,  transmitted  by  the  Baron  Thulemeier. 
Passy,  March  14, 1785 554-560 

Baron  de  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners.    The  Hague,  February 

11,  1785 560 

Has  transmitted  to  the  King  the  proposition  to  establish  Elmbden  and  Stettin  as 
free  ports. 

Baron  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners.  The  Hague,  March  4, 
1785 560 

The  establishing  of  free  ports  useless  in  the  contemplated  treaty. 
The  Pope's  Nuncio  to  the  CommissicMiers.     Paris,  December  15, 
1785 561 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  be  well  received  in  the  ports  of  Civita 
Vecchia  and  Ancona,  provided  the  subjects  of  the  Holy  See  are  reciprocally 
treated  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

John  Jay  to  die  Commissioners.   New  York,  January  14, 1785 . .  562 

EUis  accepted  the  office  of  Secretary  of  Foreign  Affairs.  Expected  attack  of 
the  Cherokees  on  Kentucky. 

Fourth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay.  Paris,  March  18, 
1785 568 
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William  Carmichael  to  Benjamin  Franklin.    Madrid,  February  27, 
1784 564 

Affair  of  Mr.  Hartwell.  May  be  liberated  on  leaving  Spain .  Advices  of  the 
capture  of  an  American  vessel  hy  a  Morocco  cruiser,  pteps  taken  thereupon. 
Letter  from  Robert  Morris  received  giving  information  of  the  cruelty  and 
injustice  of  the  Spanish  Government  at  Havana.  The  King  disposed  to  do 
justice. 

Report  of  John  Adams  to  the  other  Commissioners.   Auteuil,  March 

20,  1785 566 

Visit  to  the  Count  de  Yergennes.  Cluestion  relating[  to  the  Barbary  Powers. 
An  official  application  to  the  French  Ministry  required. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.     Passy,  March  28, 
1785 568 

Affairs  with  the  Barbary  States.  The  advice  of  the  French  Ministry  asked 
relative  to  a  negotiation  with  those  Powers.  French  treaty  with  Algiers 
about  to  expire.  Inquiry  if  the  treaty  will  be  renewed.  Tne  good  offices 
and  interposition  of  his  Majesty  requested,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Coant  de  Ver- 
gennes, dated  Passy,  August  28,  1778 570 

Respecting  the  Barbary  Powers. 

Count  de  Vergennes  to  the  Commissioners.     Versailles,  September 

27,  1778 570 

Communication  of  the  28th  ultimo  referred  to  M.  de  Sartine.  Explanation! 
required. 

M.  de  Sartine  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.     Versailles,  September 

21,  1778 571 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes  on  the 
rec^uest  of  the  American  Commissioners.  Has  referred  to  the  treaty,  and 
thinks  it  obligatory  on  his  Majesty  to  employ  his  good  offices  with  the  Bar- 
bary Powers  in  behalf  of  the  united  States.  What  are  means  of  effecting 
this  object  ?  Will  the  United  States  conclude  treaties,  or  merely  wish  to 
have  their  flag  respected  ?    Less  difficult  to  form  treaties. 

Count  de  Vergennes  to  the  Commissioners.     Versailles,  April  28, 

1784 571 

Encloses  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Mareschal  de  Castries. 
Mareschal  de  Castries  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes.    Versailles,  April 
24,  1785 573 

Barbary  affairs.    Course  proper  to  be  pursued  by  the  Commissioners. 

The  Duke  of  Dorset  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris,  March  26, 
1785 574 

Instructions  from  London.  Inquires  whether  the  Commissioners  are  empow- 
ered merely  by  Confess,  or  whether  they  have  separate  powers  fVom  the 
respective  States.  Information  necessary  on  this  point,  as  the  respective 
States  appear  determined  to  regulate  their  own  separate  interests. 

The  Commissioners  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset.      Passy,  May   16, 
1785 575 

His  Grace's  letter  of  the  26th  March  received.  Informs  that  Congress  has 
appointed  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Court  of  London. 

Fifth  Report  of  the  Commbsioners  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  April  13, 

1785 575 
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M.  Favl  to  the  Commissioners.    Paris,  August  36,  1785 578 

The  project  of  a  treaty  acceptable  to  the  Grand  Duke.  Transmits  a  translation 
with  some  amendments.  Citizens  of  the  United  States  will  be  received  at 
Leghorn,  and  treated  in  every  case  as  those  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

Baron  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners.     The  Hague,  May  3, 

1785 578 

His  Majesty  approves  the  nineteenth  article  as  last  drawn  up.  Slight  change 
in  the  fourth  article. 

The  Commissioners  to  Baron  Thulemeier.  Passy,  May  26, 
1785 580 

Proposed  treaty  agreed  upon.    Proposition  as  to  the  mode  of  signing. 
Baron  Thulemeier  to  the  Commissioners.     The  Hague,  June  17, 
1785 580 

Acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the  26th  May.  Anticipates  lasting 
advantages  from  the  new  treaty  to  both  countries. 

Sixth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  May  11, 

1785 581 

The  Commissioners  to  M.  Favi.     Passy,  June  8,  1785 582 

Most  of  the  changes  proposed  by  the  Grand  Duke  admitted.  Observations  on 
the  alterations  proposed  by  nis  Royal  Highness  in  the  articles  of  treaty 
offered  by  the  Commissioners,  p.  582. 

Moos.  Favi  to  the  Commissioners.     Paris,  June  11,  1785 583 

Letter  of  the  8th  instant  received.  Observations  forwarded  to  the  Court  of 
Tuscany,  pp.  58^-592. 

Seventh  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay.  Passy,  June 
18,  1785 592 

Baron  Thulemeier  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  The  Hague,  July  19, 
1785 593 

The  King's  approbation  of  the  treaty  of  commerce.  Duration  of  the  treaty 
fixed  at  ten  years.  The  Eling  is  only  waiting  for  the  treaty  signed  by  the 
American  Plenipotentiaries  to  cause  the  ratification  to  be  transmitted  in  the 
Ttsual  manner. 

Instructions  from  the  Commissioners  to  William  Short 594 

Mr.  Short  proceeds  to  the  ELague  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  the  exchange  of 
the  Prussian  treaty. 

The  Commissioners  to  C.  W.  F.  Dumas 595 

Is  associated  with  Mr.  Short  in  effecting  the  exchange  of  the  Prussian  treaty. 

Thomas   Jefferson    to  the   Baron    Thulemeier.      Paris,   July  — , 

1785 596 

Desirous  that  Dr.  Franklin  should  have  joined  in  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 
Mr.  Short's  mission. 

Eighth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay.  Paris,  August 
14,  1785 597 

Report  of  John  Jay  on  the  treaty  with  Prussia,  March  9,  1786,  p.  598. 
Ninth  Report  of  the  Commissioners  to  John  Jay.     October  — , 

1785 600 

The  Commissioners  to  John  Jay.     Grosvenor  Square,  April  25, 

1786 600 
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Conference  with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Poreiffn  Affairs.  Informed  that  the 
joint  commission  for  the  nefirotiatin?  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain 
would  expire  on  the  12th  May.  llis  Lordship  requests  the  project  of  a 
treaty  merely  commercial 

The  Ccwnmissioners  to  Lord  Caermarthen.    Grosvenor  Square,  April 

4,1786 602 

Enclose  the  project  of  a  treaty  of  commerce. 
The  Commbsioners  to  John  Jay.     Grosvenor  Square,  March  28, 
1786 604 

Conference  with  the  Ambassador  of  Tripoli.    Terms  of  tribute. 

Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  above  letter,  May  29,  1786.. .  .606 


CORRESPONDENCE  OP  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

John  Jay,  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary  to  France.   New  York,  March  15, 1785.  .611 
Encloses  em  act  of  Congress  respecting  his  appointment. 
From  the  same  to  the  same,  March  22,  1785 611 

The  packet  being  detained  transmits  commission  and  letter  of  credence.  Ex- 
tract from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress,  March  22,  1785,  p.  612. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  April  15,  1785 612 

Encloses  a  statement  of  the  duties  in  the  French  free  ports.  Mr.  Osgood  and 
Mr.  Walter  Livingston  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury*  Mr.  Gervais 
declined.    Adequate  provision  fbr  the  Treasury  long  delayed. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  May  11,  1785 613 

Commission  and  letter  of  credence  received.  Professions  of  zeal  and  gratitude. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  May  15,  1785 614 

Young  Mr.  Adams  the  bearer  of  this  with  a  cypher. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  June  15,  1785 614 

Not  chared  to  communicate  any  instructions.  Encloses  a  letter  for  the  King. 
A  Minister  expected  from  France.  Commercial  people  of  the  United  States 
dissatisfied  with  foreign  restrictions.  This  uneasiness  favorable  to  a  more 
perfect  union. 

From  the  same  to  the  same,  July  13,  1785 615 

Letters  of  Mr.  Jefferson  have  been  submitted  to  Congress.  Forbears  speaking 
officially  on  the  subject  of  them.  A  copy  of  the  consular  convention  sent  by 
Dr.  Franklin  received.  Intelligence  of  the  British  enticing  our  people  to 
settle  our  lands  under  their  protection.  Mr.  Adams  supposed  to  be  in  London; 
anxiety  to  hear  from  him.  Grovernor  Livingston  appointed  to  the  Hague, 
but  declined.    Governor  Rutledge  since  elected. 

From  the  same  to  the  same,  August  13,  1785 616 

Letters  received  of  the  11th  May.  Congress  silent  with  respect  to  the  letters 
of  their  Ministers.  Arthur  Lee  Commissioner  of  the  Treasury.  Produce 
high  though  the  harvest  isj^ood.  Credit  and  paper  money.  Encloses  letters 
and  papers  relative  to  the  ftench  trade. 

Thomas  Jeflferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  June  17,  1785 617 

Appointment  as  Minister  communicated  to  the  Count  de  Yer^nnes.  Thinks 
peace  will  continue  another  year  in  Europe.    European  poUtics. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  New  York,  September  14, 1785  •  .618 
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Joint  letters  and  Mr.  Jefferson's  of  the  17th  June  received.  No  news  from 
Captain  Lamb.  Confess  occupied  on  the  requisition  of  supplies.  The 
affair  of  Lonschamps  agreeably  terminated.  Governor  Rutleage  declines 
goine  to  Holland.  A  court  to  decide  the  controversy  between  New  York 
and  Massachusetts  to  meet  at  Williamsburg.  Rage  for  making  new  States. 
"Want  of  power  in  the  Federal  Government. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  September  15, 1785  •  .620 

Encloses  a  letter  from  Count  de  Vergennes.  Conduct  and  deportment  of  Mons. 
Marbois  during  his  residence.    Influence  of  a  Minister. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  July  12,  1785 620 

Encloses  papers  received  from  Captain  Paul  Jones  relative  to  John  Jackson, 
pilot,  wounded  in  the  engagement  with  the  Serapis.  Will  be  difficult  in  future 
to  communicate  the  proceedings  of  the  joint  commission.  Letter  of  Captain 
Jones,  p.  621.    Certificate  of  Jackson,  p.  622. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  New  York,  November  2, 1785 . .  623 

Doctor  Franklin  arrived  in  Philadelphia.  The  English  give  trouble  on  our 
eastern  borders.  Mr.  Adams  instructed  on  the  subject.  Our  frontier  posts 
still  occupied  by  the  English.    Mr.  Houdon  the  bearer. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  August  14,  1785 624 

duestion  upon  the  Chev.  Luzerne  returning  to  America.  Thinks  he  will  go 
to  London.  The  salute  refbsed  by  a  French  vessel  to  a  British  armed  one 
in  the  channel  the  subject  of  a  conference.  Circumstances  foreboding  wart 
but  neither  nation  in  a  condition  to  go  to  war.  Situation  and  designs  of  the 
Continental  Powers.  Expedition  of  Captain  Peyrouse.  Captain  Jones 
desired  to  ascertain  its  destination.  The  affair  of  Longchamps  the  subject 
of  conversation  with  Count  de  Vergennes.  An  inquiry  from  him  as  to  the 
condition  of  the  finances  of  America. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  August  14,  1785 627 

Mr.  Short  appointed  to  repair  to  the  Hague  for  the  exchange  of  signature  of 
the  Prussian  treaty.  Mons.  Dumas  associated  with  him.  Letters  enclosed 
from  Baron  Thulemeier  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  the  Hs^e,  July  19,  1785,  p. 
629.  Copy  of  the  reply.  Paris,  July,  1785,  p.  6^.  Instructions  from 
John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson  to  William  Short,  p.  630.  Instructions 
from  the  same  to  Charles  Dumas,  p  632.  Mr.  Carmichael  to  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson. Cadiz,  July  19, 1785,  p.  633.  Louis  GouWot  to  William  Carmichael. 
Sallee,  June  25,  1785,  p.  633.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  to  William 
Carmichael,  p.  634.  List  of  presents  made  by  the  States  Greneral  to  Morocco, 
p.  635. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.   New  York,  December  7, 1785 .  •  637 

Letter  of  the  14th  August  received.    Arrival  of  Mr.  Temple. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.    New  York,  January  19,  1786. .  .637 

Congress  inactive  from  want  of  full  representation.  Thinks  the  requisition  on 
tfie  States  will  be  generally  complied  with.  A  disposition  prevailing  to 
enable  Congress  to  regulate  trade,  duestions  in  C)rpher  respecting  the  posts. 
Spain  insists  upon  the  navi^tion  of  the  Mississippi.  Trouble  in  Massa- 
cnusetts.  Hopes  the  negotiations  with  Darbary  may  prove  successful. 
Indian  affairs  ao  not  prosper. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  August  30,  1785 638 

Encloses  a  correspondence  with  the  Mareschal  de  Castries  on  the  subject  of 
prize  money  due  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Alliance  frigate.  French 
and  American  Post  Offices.  Necessity  of  the  appointment  of  a  Secretary  of 
Legation.  Mr.  Short  conditionally  appointed  until  the  pleasure  of  Congress 
is  known.  Improvement  in  the  musket.  Things  remain  in  Europe  as  at 
last  dates.  Enclosures.  Letter  from  Thomas  Jefferson  to  M.  de  Castries, 
July  10,  1785,  p.  642.  From  the  same  to  the  same,  August  3,  1785,  p.  643. 
J.  F.  Jones  to  Thomas  Jefferson.    L'Orient,  July  31, 1785,  p.  644.    M.  de 
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Castries  to  Thomas  JefTerson.  Versailles,  August  13, 1785,  p.  645.  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  M.  de  Castries.  Paris,  Au^st  17,  1785,  p.  046.  M.  de  Cas- 
tries to  Thomas  Jefferson.    Versailles,  August  5^,  1785,  p.  647. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  October  6,  1785 648 

European  affairs.  French  marine.  Expedition  of  Peyrouse.  Letter  from 
Captain  Jones  on  the  subject.  Enclosures.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Paul 
Jones.  Paris,  August  3,  1785,  p.  649.  Captain  Jones  to  Thomas  Jefferson. 
Paris,  October  5,  1785,  p.  650.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  William  Short.  Paris, 
September  24,  1785,  p.  651.  From  the  same  to  Mons.  Grand.  Paris,  Sep- 
tember 24, 1785,  p.  652. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  October  11,  1785 652 

Mr.  Lamb  not  haring  arrived,  T.  Barclay  appointed  to  proceed  to  Morocco. 
Hostilities  commenced  bv  AJgiers.  Arrival  of  Mr.  Lamb,  with  instructions, 
&c.  Determine  to  send  him  to  Algiers.  Conversation  with  the  Portuguese 
Ambassador.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Minister.  State  of  the  negotia- 
tions for  making  treaties  of  Alliance.  Enclosures.  Richard  0*Bryen  to 
Thomas  Jefferson.  Algiers,  August  24,  1785,  p.  655.  Commissions  to 
Thomas  Barclay  and  John  Lamb,  p.  656.  Instructions  to  Thomas  Barclay, 
p.  657.  Heads  of  inquiry  for  Mr.  Barclay  to  Morocco,  p.  660.  Supple- 
mentary instruction  for  Mr.  Lamb,  p.  661.  Instructions  to  Thomas  Barclay 
and  John  Lamb,  October  6,  1785,  p.  662.  Thomas  Jefferson  and  John 
Adams  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  p.  663.  John  Adams  and  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  Count  de  Vergennes,  p.  664.  From  the  semie  to  William  Car- 
michael.  London,  Septeinber  12,  1785,  p.  666.  Report  of  John  Jay  on  the 
preceding  letter.  May  11,  1786,  p.  673. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  December  24,  1785.  • .  .676 

Letters  received  from  Mr.  Jay  to  15th  September.  Transmits  papers  relative 
to  Fortin's  case;  receipt  of  Commodore  Jones,  &c.  The  Ambassador  of  the 
Elmperor  communicates  the  prospectus  of  a  mercantile  establishment  at 
Trieste  for  a  commerce  with  the  United  States.  Letters  to  the  bankers  Van 
Staphorsts.  Reduction  of  the  duty  on  American  whale  oil.  Elnclosures, 
Letters  of  Andrew  Limozin.  Havre  de  Grace,  October  4,  1785,  p.  677. 
From  the  same,  October  11,  1785,  p.  677.  M.  de  Castries  to  Thomas  Jeffer- 
son. Fontainebleau,  October  28th,  1785,  p.  678.  Shares  of  prizes  made  by 
J.  P.  Jones  in  1779.  Receipted,  p.  679.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Messrs.  Van 
Staphorsts.  Paris,  October  12, 1785,  p.  680.  From  the  same  to  the  same. 
Pans,  October  25,  1785,  p.  681. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  January  2,  1786 683 

Several  conferences  and  letters  having  passed  between  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
and  Mr.  Jefferson  on  commercial  affairs,  thinks  them  sufficiently  interesting 
to  be  communicated  to  Congress;  stated  in  the  form  of  a  report.  Commu* 
nicated  to  the  Count  the  report  of  Captain  Shaw's  voyage  to  China.  His 
reply,  and  dissatisfaction  at  the  acts  of  some  of  the  State  I^islatures;  a  hint 
that  measures  will  be  taken  to  countervail  them.  Instructions  asked  fVom 
Congress.  Mr.  Lamb  at  Madrid,  on  the  way  to  Algiers.  Mr.  Barclay  on 
the  point  of  setting  out  for  Morocco;  postpones  his  journey  to  effect  a  settle- 
ment of  Beaumarchais's  account.  Conversation  with  the  Chevalier  de  U. 
Luzerne  on  the  subject  of  his  return  to  America.  Enclosures.  From  the 
same  to  the  same,  on  commercial  affairs,  p.  685.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes.  Paris,  August  15,  1785,  p.  687.  On  commercial 
affairs.  Baron  Thulemeier  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  The  Hague,  October  11, 
1785,  p.  706.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Baron  Thulemeier.  Paris,  October  16» 
1785,  p.  706.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Count  de  Vergennes.  Paris,  October  11, 
1785,  p.  707.  Count  de  Vergennes  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Fontainebleau, 
October  30,  1785,  p.  707.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Count  de  Vergennes.  Paris, 
November  20,  1785,  p.  708.  Count  de  Veigenncs  to  Thomas  Jefferson. 
Versailles,  November  30,  1785,  p.  710.  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes, December  2,  1785,  p.  710.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  Calonne 
to  La  Fayette.  P«uis,  November  17,  1785,  p.  711.  List  of  duties  payable 
on  whale  oils,  p.  711.    Answers  to  certain  queries  desired,  p.  712. 
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Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  January  27,  1786 713 

Depairture  of  Mr.  Barclay  for  Morocco.  Conversation  with  the  Imperial 
Ambassador  relatire  to  negfotiations  for  a  commercial  treaty.  Reflections 
upon  the  non-compliance  of  nations  possessing  American  territory  with 
regard  to  the  formation  of  treaties.  Monsieur  Dumas,  his  senrices  at  the 
Hague.  Inquiry  made  by  the  Minister  of  Greneya  aAer  Mr.  Gallatin.  En- 
closures. Count  de  Vcrgennes  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Versailles,  January 
18,  1786,  p.  716.  Relative  to  Mons.  Dumas.  Inquiry  relative  to  Mr.  Albert 
Gallatin,  p.  717. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     May  5,  1786 718 

Letters  received  to  the  27th  January;  various  papers  enclosed.  Until  the 
present  week  Congress  not  composed  of  nine  States  since  last  fidl,  but  for 
three  or  four  days. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     New  York,  May  10,  1786 719 

Letter  of  introduction  in  favor  of  Doctor  Samuel  Wales. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  March  5,  1786 719 

Colonel  Humphreys  intends  returning  home.  Bears  testimony  to  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     London,  March  12,  1786 720 

Reasons  for  repairing  to  London,  duestions  upon  the  guarantee  of  France 
and  America  with  respect  to  their  respective  possessions;  will  ask  the  good 
offices  of  France  to  obtain  a  delivery  of  the  posts. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     New  York,  June  16, 1786 ....  722 

Letters  of  Mr.  Jefferson  received  to  the  12th  March;  that  of  the  2d  January 
very  interesting.  Regrets  that  France  has  derived  so  little  advantage  from 
the  commerce  with  America.  French  system  of  monopoly.  Business  still 
undecided  by  Congress.    Approves  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  going  to  England. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     London,  April  23,  1786 723 

Conversation  with  Duncan  Campbell,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  British 
merchants,  on  British  and  American  affairs. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     London,  April  23, 1786 725 

Treaty  witli  Portugal  at  length  brought  to  a  close.  With  England  nothing  is 
done,  or  intended  to  be  done.  Amidst  all  the  changes  of  Ministry  no 
changes  of  measures  towards  America  All  attempts  at  negotiation  futile. 
Opinions  of  the  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  and  Dr.  Price. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     New  York,  July  14, 1786 . . .  .727 

Letters  of  the  23d  April  received.  Is  pleased  with  the  prospect  of  a  treaty 
with  Portugal.  American  affairs.  Encroachments  of  New  Brunswick  on 
the  Eastern  boundary.  Trouble  expected  with  the  Indians.  Inability  of 
Con£^ess  to  provide  the  ways  and  means  to  meet  pecuniary  engagements. 
Nothing  wrong  in  Congress,  but  their  wanting  the  power  of  coercion. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  William  Carmichael.   Paris,  May  5, 1786 .  .728 

Conferences  with  the  Tripolitan  Ambassador.  Commercial  treaty  arranged 
with  Portu^.  Overtures  to  the  Court  of  London.  The  King,  Ministers, 
and  nation  bitterly  hostile  to  us. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  M.  Dumas.    Paris,  May  6,  1786 730 

No  intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  the  Prussian  treaty  in  America.  Reasons  for 
proceeding  to  London.    The  English  inimical  to  the  United  States. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Adams.     Paris,  May  11,  1786 731 

Encloses  letters  on  African  affairs.  The  price  of  peace  beyond  our  powers. 
Recommends  the  return  of  Mr.  Lamb  to  Congress. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  May  12,  1786 731 
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Friendly  overtures  of  the  Baron  de  Blome,  Minifiter  from  the  Court  of  Den* 
mark.  The  commerce  of  that  country  on  a  very  free  footing.  If  particular 
stipulations  are  more  eligible  is  ready  to  concur  with  the  United  States  in 
establishing  them.  The  unperial  Minister  receives  a  ilill  power  to  negotiate, 
and  asks  for  a  draft  of  propositions.  Encloses  the  following  letters:  Thomas 
Barclay  to  Thomas  JetTerson.  Bavonne,  February  24,  1786,  p.  733.  From 
the  same  to  the  same.  Madrid,  March  13, 1786,  p.  734.  From  the  same  to 
the  same.  Madrid,  March  20,  1786,  p.  734.  From  the  same  to  the  same. 
Madrid,  March  23, 1786,  p.  734.  Thomas  Barclay  to  John  Adams.  Madrid, 
March  27,  1786,  p.  735.  From  the  same  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Madrid, 
March  31,  1786,  p.  736.  From  the  same  to  the  same.  Madrid,  April  5, 
1786,  p.  737.  From  the  same  to  the  same.  Madrid,  April  10,  1786^.  738. 
John  Lamb  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Alters,  March  29, 1786,  p.  739.  William 
Carmichacl  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson.  Madrid,  February  3, 1786, 
p.  740.  From  the  same  to  the  same.  Madrid,  April  13,  1786,  p.  745.  Note 
from  Otamendi,  December  13,  p.  746.  Letter  from  Algiers  to  William  Car- 
michacl, without  signature  or  address,  December  15,  1785,  p.  746.  From 
Count  Florida  Blanca.  The  Pardo,  May  31,  1786,  p.  748.  From  the  same. 
The  Pardo,  May  31,  1786,  p.  748. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  May  22,  1786 748 

A  Rhingrave  de  Salm  from  the  Netherlands  negotiating  at  Paris.  Recommends 
M.  Ehimas  for  a  diplomatic  situation. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  May  23,  1786 750 

Count  de  Vergcnnes,  having  been  at  Constantinople,  is  consulted  with  respect 
to  a  treaty  with  the  Ottoman  Porte.  Information  on  that  subject.  Barbary 
affedrs.  Eligibility  of  blockading  Algiers.  Conversation  relative  to  the 
detention  of  the  posts  by  the  English  and  the  guarantee  of  France.  Encloses 
a  letter  from  the  Count  d*Estaing  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Paris,  May  17, 
1786,  relative  to  bombarding  or  blockading  Algiers,  p.  752. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  May  27,  1786 754 

Letters  received  fipom  Messrs.  Carmichael,  Barclay,  and  Lamb,  on  fiarbarv 
affairs.  An  article  of  the  ^Spanish  treaty  with  Algiers,  that  the  latter  shall 
treat  with  no  nation  not  having  a  treaty  with  the  Porte.  Encloses  a  letter 
from  P.  R.  Randall  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson.  Madrid,  May  14, 
1786,  p.  755. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  May  27,  1786 756 

On  commercial  affairs.  Tobacco  contract  between  Robert  Morris  and  the 
Farmers  Grcneral,  p.  760. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  May  31,  1786 763 

Encloses  the  following  papers,  which  were  too  late  for  the  letter  of  the  27th 
instant:  Count  de  Vergcnnes  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Versailles,  May  30, 
1786,  p.  764.  Resolves  of  a  committee  held  at  Bernis,  March  24,  1786,  p. 
764.    Relative  to  Mr.  Morris's  contract  for  tobacco. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.    New  York,  August  18,  1786.  .765 

Letters  acknowledged  to  the  31st  May.  Delays  in  Confess  from  a  want  of 
representation.  The  consular  convention  iinder  consideration.  The  con- 
struction of  the  Federal  Government  fundamentally  wrong.  Has  advised 
Congress  to  renew  Mr.  Jefferson's  commission  to  certain  Powers. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     October  3,  1786 766 

Encloses  documents  relative  to  the  consular  convention. 

Tliomas  Jeffqrson  to  William  Carmichael.  Paris,  June  20, 1786 .  .767 

Negotiations  with  Algiers  suspended  for  further  orders  from  Congress.  A  letter 
from  Dr.  Franklin  on  American  affairs. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  April  [July]  8, 1786, .  .769 
Report  on  the  consular  convention  delivered  to  Count  de  Vergennes.     Mr. 
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Lamb  directed  to  repair  to  Congresa.  Propositions  of  M.  Houdon  for 
making  a  statue  of  General  Washington.  AtiTair  of  Lister  Asauith,  an 
American,  who  entered  a  port  of  France  in  distress  in  a  vessel  of  less  than 
thirty  tons;  accused  of  an  intention  to  smuggle.  Best  method  of  rendering 
the  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew  useful,  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  Ambassador 
of  Sweden.  Steps  taken  to  obtain  the  continuance  of  the  reduction  of  duties 
on  whale  oil.  £nclosures  accompanying  the  precedinj;  letter:  Thomas  Bar- 
clay to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson.  Cadiz,  May  23,  1786,  p.  771.  John 
Lamb  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Madrid,  May  20,  17^,  p.  772.  John  Mehegan 
to  Thomas  Jefferson,  accompanied  by  another  letter,  without  signature, 
relative  to  Lister  Asquith,  p.  779.  Case  of  Lister  Asquith,  p.  781.  Thomas 
Jefferson  to  Baron  de  Stael.    Paris,  June  12,  1786,  p.  788. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Adams.     Paris,  July  11,  1786 791 

Barbary  afiairs.  Reasons  for  preferring  war  to  a  purchased  peace.  Proposes 
an  armed  confederacy. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     October  12,  1786 794 

An  act  of  Congress  for  recalling  Mr.  Lamb. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     New  York,  October  27, 1786. . .  .794 

Despatches  relating  to  the  consular  convention.  Entry  of  the  scheme  erroneous 
in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affurs.  Thinks  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son should  have  commissions  to  treat  with  the  Emperor  and  other  Powers. 
Inefficiency  of  our  Gtovernmcnt  daily  more  apparent.  Spirit  of  licentiousness 
in  Massaciiusetts.    Distressing  situation  of  American  affairs. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  August  11,  1786 796 

Intelligence  relative  to  Sir  GKiy  Carleton's  instructions  from  the  Court  of  Lon- 
don. Arrival  of  Peyrouse  at  Brazil;  his  ulterior  destination.  Case  of 
Schweighauser  &  Dobr€.  Despatches  relative  to  the  Barbary  Powers. 
Encloses  the  following  papers:  Schweighauser  &  Dobrg  to  Thomas  Jefferson, 
p.  798.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Carmichael,  Madrid,  July  15, 1786, 
p.  799.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  same,  Madrid,  July  15,  1786,  p.  800. 
Mr.  Lamb  to  Thomas  Jefferson,  Alicant,  July  15,  1786,  p.  802.  From  the 
same  to  the  same,  Alicant,  July  18,  1786,  p.  W)2. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  August  13,  1786 804 

The  Portuguese  treaty  meets  with  difficulties.  Treaty  between  France  and 
England  supposed  to  be  stationary.  Del  Pinto  will  probcU^ly  succeed  the 
deceased  Mmister  in  Portu^;  the  change  favorable  to  our  treaty.  Cluestion 
to  be  propounded  to  Mr.  Adams  with  regard  to  Algiers.  Encloses  letters 
from  Thomas  Barclay  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson,  Morocco,  June  26, 
1786,  p.  805.  Extract  from  William  Carmichael  to  Thomas  Jefferson, 
Madrid,  July  31,  1786,  p.  806. 

John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.     December  1, 1786 808 

Relative  to  the  affair  of  the  South  Carolina  frigate. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     December  13,  1786 808 

Information  from  the  Consul  of  France  relative  to  the  South  Carolina  frigate. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.     December  14,  1786. 808 

Conjgress  had  not  made  a  House  from  the  7th  ultimo.  Information  relative  to 
Sir  Guy  CarIeton*s  instructions  contradicted  from  London.  An  understand- 
ing supposed  between  the  insurgents  in  Massachusetts  and  leaders  in  Canada. 
Evidence  of  emissaries  sent  to  Ctuebec.  Intimations  given  of  the  disaffec- 
tion of  Vermont.  The  idea  mischievous  that  the  interests  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Western  parts  of  the  United  States  are  distinct.  Moderate  conduct  of 
Massachusetts  towards  tlie  Insurgents.  Their  intentions,  conduct,  and 
character.  Affair  of  Schweighauser  &  Dobre.  Captives  in  Algiers.  Treaty 
between  France  and  England;  its  probable  consequences.  Opinion  upon  tho 
form  of  Government;  objections  to  the  existing  form.  Want  of  money  to 
redeem  the  captives  or  purchase  peace  from  Algiers.  Apprehensions  of  an 
Indian  war  excited  by  Great  Britain.    Settlements  in  the  West. 
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Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.    Paris,  September  96,  1786. .  .812 

Opinion  of  Mr.  Adams  against  sending  Mr.  Barclay  to  Alters.  European 
affairs.  Propositions  of  a  Dutch  company  to  purchase  the  debt  of  the  United 
States  due  to  France.  Proposes  to  borrow  24,000,000  in  Holland,  and  pay 
the  whole  debt  at  once.  Reasons  for  the  measure.  Encloses  letters:  Thomas 
Barclay  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson.  Morocco,  July  16,  1786,  p.  814. 
From  the  same  to  the  same.  Mosadore,  July  — ,  1786,  p.  815.  From  the 
same  to  the  same.  Daralbeyda,  August  ]  1 ,  1786,  p.  815.  John  Lamb  to 
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William  Carmichael  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  St.  lldefonso,  September  4, 1786» 
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John  Jay  to  Thomas  Jefferson.   New  York,  February  9, 1787 .  .819 

Letter  of  the  26th  September  received.  American  affairs;  inconveniences  of 
the  form  of  Government;  want  of  energy.  Transmits  a  letter  to  the  King:. 
At  a  loss  to  judge  of  the  future  action  of  Congress.  Thinks  treaties  should 
be  formed  for  short  periods. 

Thomas  Jefferson  to  John  Jay.     Paris,  October  23,  1786 821 

Refers  to  former  communications  relative  to  commerce.  The  M.  de  la  Fayette 
appointed  member  of  a  committee  for  considering  the  means  of  promoting 
the  general  commerce  with  America.  Valuable  services  of  the  Marcjuis. 
Letter  written  to  the  committee.  Their  reply  a  proof  of  the  good  disposition 
of  the  King  and  his  Ministers.  Considers  the  regulations  which  are  trans- 
mitted as  the  ultimate  settlement  of  the  conditions  of  commerce  with  France. 
Intention  of  visiting  the  sea-port  towns,  with  a  view  to  obtain  commercial 
knowledge.  Journey  postponed  to  the  spring.  Brings  to  the  notice  of 
Congress  the  active  ana  efficacious  assistance  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Favctte. 
Thomas  Jefferson  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  Paris,  July  17,  1786,  p. 
823.  On  commercial  affairs.  Estimate  of  exports  of  the  Umted  States,  p. 
835. 

From  the  same  to  the  same.     Paris,  October  27,  1786 826 

Elncloses  the  original  letter  of  M.  Calonne  on  the  subject  of  American  com- 
merce. M.  de  Calonne  to  Thomas  Jefferson.  Fonlainebleau,  October  22, 
1786,  p.  827.  Arr^  of  the  King's  Council  of  State,  September  10,  1786,  p. 
830.  Arrit  of  the  King's  Council  of  State,  May  27,  1766,  p.  831.  Arrit  of 
the  King's  Council  of  State,  November  11, 1785,  p.  832. 
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UNITED  STATES. 


fiOA  KLIAS  BOUDIHOt,  PRXSlbENT  Ol"  CONGRESS,  TO  THB   MlNISTfiRS 
PLfiNIPOTEimARt  OP  THE  iTNtTED   STATES   AT  FARIS. 

nihdtlphk,  Ite  JoMt  1789. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  jrou  that  bj  the  resignation  of  Mr.  livingston, 
as  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  it  has  become  necessary  that  you 
should  receive  ^  resohitions  of  Congress,  relative  to  your  mission, 
flmmgh  my  handd.  The  disadvantage  arismg  from  this  necessity, 
tmiSl  a  succe^or  to  that  worthy  gelideman  is  appointed,  will  be 
fours,  as  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to  do  more  than  barely  transmit 
Ifae  acts  of  Congress  necessary  fc^  your  infoimatic^. 

Eliclosed  you  have  one  of  the  1st  of  May  last,  and  another  of  thi» 
12th  instant,  which  I  hope  will  get  to  hand  time  enough  for  your 
government. 

The  conunission  and  instnx^ions  rderred  to  in  the  first  not  being 
ready,  it  was  thought  best  to  forward  the  resolution  without  delay, 
that  you  might  know  what  was  intended  in  the  present  important 
period  of  your  negotiation. 

We  have  been  much  surprised  that  we  have  not  received  any  coni* 
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munication  fiom  you^  smce  the  cessation  of  hosdliUes,  except  a  letter 
of  the  5th  of  Aprils  fix>m  Mr.  Laur^is. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  he,  tic.j 

KB. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congress,  May  Ist,  1783. 

<<  A  letter  having  been  read  from  die  Mmister  of  France  to  the 
Secretaiy  of  Fordgn  AflUrs,  requestmg  him  to  mfcmn  Congress  of 
the  proposed  departure  of  the  Duke  de  Lauzun's  legion,  and  other 
detachmrats  of  Count  Rochambeau's  army,  for  France,  and  express- 
ing with  the  Duke  de  Lauzun,  the  sense  that  he  and  the  other  officers 
and  men  of  this  army  entertain  of  the  harmony  which  has  sul^isted 
between  them  and  the  inhabitants  of  these  States,  and  of  die  hospi* 
tality  with  which  they  have  been  treated  by  them, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiurs  mform  die  Min* 
ister  of  France  that  Congress  learn  with  pleasure  the  satisfaction 
which  the  Duke  de  Lauzun,  and  the  officers  and  men  of  the  French 
army  in  America  express,  in  the  harmony  which  has  subsisted  between 
them  and  the  inhabitants  of  these  States,  since  it  exhibits  at  the  same 
time  a  strong  proof  of  the  good  dbposiuon  and  discipline  of  the  ccnn- 
manders,  officers,  and  men,  and  the  just  sense  |he  people  of  this 
country  entertain  of  the  important  services  they  have  rendered — 

As  a  further  proof  of  which. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  (or  Foreign  Aflbirs  infonn  the  Duke 
de  Lauzun,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  hb  command,  that  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  are  highly  sensible  of  their  sue* 
cessiul  exertions  in  the  cause  of  America,  and  of  the  strict  attention 
which  they  have  at  all  times  paid  to  die  riglits  of  its  citizens ;  and 
whibt  they  rejoice  at  the  events  which  have  brought  tranquillity  to 
these  States,  it  adds  to  their  pleasure  to  reflect  that  it  restores  those 
who  have  been  active  in  procuring  it  to  their  friends  and  their  countiy •'' 


Resolution,  June  l^h,  1783. 

*'  Resolved,  That  every  forrign  minister,  on  his  bemg  admitted  to 
his  first  audience,  shall  be  introduced  by  the  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Affairs  to  a  seat  provided  ibr  him  facmg  the  President  of  Ctmgress ; 
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the  President  and  members  bemg  seated,  and  the  President  covered, 
the  minister  being  uncovered,  and  so  to  remain,  wiless  he  be  of  the 
rank  of  an  ambassador. 

The  minister,  being  seated,  shall  deliver  his  letter  of  credence  to 
the  Secretary  of  Congress  by  his  own  secretary,  who  shall  stand  by 
him  during  hb  audience.  If  the  minister  chooses  to  address  G>n- 
gress,  he  shall  rise  when  he  speaks. 

The  letter  of  credaice  bemg  delivered  by  the  Secretary  of  Con- 
gress to  the  interpreter,  when  such  officer  shall  be  necessary,  he  shall 
read  it  in  its  original  language,  and  then  present  a  translation  of  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  Congress,  who  shall  read  the  same.  Upon  which 
tfie  President,  aft^  reading  his  answer  uncovered,  shall  deliver  the 
same  to  the  Secretary  of  Congress,  who  shall  present  it  to  the  min- 
ister, who  shall  rise  to  receive  it. 

Tlie  minbter  then  shall  be  reconducted  to  his  carnage  by  the  Sec- 
retary for  Foreign  Afiairs. 

If  the  minister  is  of  the  rank  of  ambassador,  ordinary  or  extraor- 
dinary, he  shall  be  covered  when  he  takes  his  seat.  In  that  case, 
too,  the  President  shall  rise  when  the  ambassador  is  introduced,  and 
also  when  he  reads  his  answer. 

In  any  subsequent  public  audience  of  a  foreign  minister,  the  same 
ceremonial  shall  be  observed,  except  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  delivery 
and  reading  of  the  credentials. 

Every  foreign  minister,  after  his  first  audience,  shall  pay  the  first 
visit  to  the  President  and  other  members  of  Congress." 


FBOM  ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGBE88,  TO  BENJAIfIN  FRANK- 
UN,  MINISTER  PLENIPOTENTIART,  &C.,  AT  PARIS. 

Phfladdphk,  16th  Jont ,  1783. 
Sir, 
Ekiclosed  you  have  an  official  letter,  directed  to  our  Mmister  Plen- 
ipotentiary at  Paris. 

The  resignation  of  the  late  Secretary  for  FcNreign  AfiUrs  (occa- 
sioned by  his  preference  of  the  Chancellorship  of  New  Yoric,  which 
he  could  not  hold  longer  and  retain  his  Secretaryship)  has  cast  this 
busine^  on  me  till  a  successor  is  elected,  which  I  hope  will  speedily 
take  place. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


4  PBIESID&NT  OF  COROBBM. 

As  pait  of  the  resdutioo  of  CoDg^cees  of  tbe  12th  insluit,  endose^ 
ID  the  above  letter,  is  of  a  secret  nature,  I  have  written  k  in  cyphers  { 
and  not  having  Mr.  Livingston's,  I  thought  it  best  to  use  Mr.  Morris'f 
to  you,  which  he  has  obligingly  suj^lied  me  with,  so  that  tbe  Com- 
f^dissioners  must  be  inddbted  to  you  fcNr  the  deciph^ing  of  it. 

Four  letter  to  Mr.  Livingston  of  the  15th  of  April,  enclosing  tht 
two  medals,  came  to  hand  this  morning.  I  am  sorry  to  find  that  yoi| 
make  similar  complaints  to  those  we  have  been  making  for  two  months 
past,  on  the  subject  of  want  of  intelligence.  We  have  not  heard 
itotn  any  of  our  Commissioners  since  F^ruary,  though  our  anxiety 
land  expectations  have  .be^i  wound  up  to  the  highest  pitch. 

I  feel  mysdf  much  mdebted  for  your  polite  compliment  at  Urn 
medal — it  is  very  el^;ant,  indeed ;  and  the  device  and  workmanship 
much  admired.  You  will  please  to  accept  of  my  acknowledgment! 
on  this  occasion.  As  I  doubt  not  but  tbe  copper  one  was  intended 
for  Mr.  Livingston,  personally^  I  shall  transmit  it  to  him.  Ife  is  i| 
vcary  worthy,  deserving  character,  and  the  United  States  will  sufier 
greatly  by  his  r^ignation,  though  I  really  think  Imn  justified  in  attend^* 
ing  to  the  calls  of  his  private  afi[airs* 

I  enclose  you  a  number  of  late  newspap^s,  in  which  you  will  see 
a  numb^  of  resolves,  associations,  &c.,  fix>m  all  parts  of  the  country, 
which  I  wish  had  be^i  kept  out  of  sight ;  but  tbe  truth  is,  that  th^ 
cruelties,  ravages,  and  barbarisms  of  the  refiigees  and  loyalists  have 
left  the  people  so  sore,  that  it  is  not  the  time  yet  for  th^n  to  exercise 
theur  cooler  judgment ;  and  it  cannot  take  plaice  while  the  citizwis  of 
New  York  are  kept  out  of  theur  habitations  and  despoiled  daily  of 
their  property,  by  sending  off  negroes,  &c.  It  has  been  an  ill-judged 
scheme  m  the  British  to  retain  New  York  so  long  and  send  off  the 
negroes,  as  it  has  roused  the  spirit  a[  the  citizens  of  the  sevend  States 
greatly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E.B. 
o- 

FROM  ELIA8  BOUBINOT,  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  THE  KINISTEB^ 
PLENIPOTENTIARar  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AT  PARIS. 

Princftoii,  15th  Jiily,  i:93* 
Gentlemen, 
As  Congress  have  not  yet  elected  any  Minister  for  Foreigp  Affairs, 
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ifid  hiowiDg  tlie  importanee  of ^  your  being  fully  ioformed  of  eveiy 
jnUic  transaction  lelatitre  to  these  States,  I  bare  concluded  that  yon 
would  not  think  h  amiss  to  hear  from  me  on  die  subject  of  the  remoFa) 
tif  Congress  to  th^  place,  though  I  canmyt  constder  this  conamuni* 
cation  as  official,  but  merely  for  your  inlbnnaiiai  in  my  indivi^ial 
taipaci^. 

The  state  of  our  finances  maloBg  it  indispensably  necessaiy  ta 
abridge  the  public  expenses  in  every  instance  that  would  not  endanger 
ibe  Vtaaoy  we  coneluded  to  reduce  the  army  by  dischatging  all  tb^ 
joldiers  eidisted  text  the  .war,  with  a  proportionate  number  of  officer^ 
on  condition  that  the  discharge  Aould  operate  no  otherwise  thap  a$ 
a  fitflon^,  until  &e  ratification  ot  the  definitive  treaty^  This  ncfl 
cnty  eased  us  (^  a  heavy  di^NnrsoEnent  of  ready  cash  for  subsistence 
wao&yy  and  xstions,  but  gratified  many  of  the  army,  who  wished  to 
be  at  home  in  die  early  part  (tf  the  summer,  to  provide  for  the  Ibllow^ 
ing'winter.  Tlnee  months'  pay  was  <»dered,  which  ccmld  no  otheiw 
wise  be  complied  with,  but  by  a  paper  inticipatioQ  of  the  taxea^ 
payaUe  in  six  months* 

By  an  mevitable accidentlbe  notes  did  not  arriveat  the  army  tiU 
six  days  after  the  soldiers  were  discharged  and  had  left  the  camp. 
This,  together  with  some  difficulty  in  aettlmg  their  accounts,  created 
an  uneasmess  among  the  troops ;  but  by  the  General's  address  and 
good  conduct  of  the  officers,  they  all  retired  peaceably  to  their  dt^ 
ferent  States,  thou^  without  a  single  farthing  of  cash  to  buy  them- 
sdves  a  meal  of  victuals* 

In  the  barracl^  at  Philadelphia  and  at  Lancaster,  m  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  there  were  a  nund)^  of  new  recruits,  who  had  been 
enlisted  since  the  months  of  December  and  January  last,  and  who 
had  not  yet  taken  the  field ;  these  soldiers,  not  having  been  brought 
under  any  regular  discipline,  made  many  objecticHas  against  accepting 
tiieir  discharges,  and  gave  tiieir  officers  reason  to  fear  some  difficulty 
Jn  getting  rid  of  them ;  but  the  Secretary  at  War  thought  be  had 
satisfied  them  by  assuring  them  of  the  like  pay  with  the  rest  of  tha 
amy.  On  tiie  15th  of  June,  a  petition  was  recaved  firom  the  Ser- 
geai^,  requiring  a  redress  of  tiieir  grievances,  in  a  v^  turbulent* 
and  indecent  style,  of  which  no  notice  v^^as  tak^ ;  but  on  the  18th 
we  received  tiie  letters  No*  1  and  2*  A  committee  was  immediately 
appomted  to  confer  with  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  a^d 
lo  endeavor  to  get  th^n  to  call  out  the  militia  to  stop  the  mutineers ; 
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but  to  no  purpose ;  the  Council  thinking  that  the  citizens  would  not 
choose  to  risk  themsdyes,  when  fair  means  might  do.  The  first  report 
of  the  conmiittee^  contained  in  No.  3,  will  show  tbek  proceedings. 
On  the  19th  the  troops  arrived,  and  jomed  those  at  the  barracks  in  the 
city,  who  had  been  increased  in  number  by  a  few  companies  of  old 
soldiers  arrived  the  day  before  bam  Chariestown.  The  whole  bebg 
very  orderly  and  quiet,  Congress  adjourned  aa  Friday,  the  20th,  as 
usual,  till  Monday  morning.  On  the  21st,  one  o(  the  committee 
called  on  me  and  mformed  that  the  soldiers  at  the  barracks  weie  very 
disorderly,  and  had  cast  off  the  authority  of  their  oflkers — ^that  it 
was  suspected  they  had  a  design,  the  following  night,  against  the 
Bank,  and  advised  me  to  call  Congress  without  delay.  This  I  did, 
to  meet  m  half  an  hour.  The  sddiers  by  accident  hearing  of  it, 
very  fortunately  hastened  their  designs  a  day  or  two  sooner  than  was 
intended.  The  members  of  Congress  had  just  got  together,  except 
one,  when  the  State  House  (in  which,  also,  the  President  and  Supreme 
Executive  Council  were  then  sitting)  was  surrounded  by  about  three 
hundred  armed  men,  with  fixed  bayonets,  under  the  command  of 
seven  Sergeants.  Congress  immediately  sent  for  General  St.  Clair, 
and  demanded  the  reason  of  this  hostile  appearance,  who  informed 
of  his  having  just  arrived  in  town  firom  his  seat  in  the  country,  in 
obedience  to  ^e  orders  of  Congress  of  the  day  preceding ;  that  he 
had  received  information  firom  the  commanding  ofiicer  of  the  muti- 
nous disposition  of  the  troops,  who  had  marched  finom  the  barracks 
contrary  to  the  orders  of  their  officers,  and  that  the  veteran  troops 
from  Chariestown  had  been  unwillingly  forced  into  the  measure. 
The  President  of  the  State  then  appeared,  and  produced  the  insolent 
paper,  of  which  No.  4  b  a  co][>y,  which  had  been  sent  to  him  by  the 
Sergeants. 

Congress  determined  they  would  enter  on  no  deliberations  while 
thus  surrounded;  but  ordered  General  St.  Clair  immediately  to 
endeavor  to  march  the  mutineers  back  to  the  barracks,  by  such  means 
as  were  in  his  powen 

After  several  prudent  and  wise  measures,  the  General  prevailed  on 
the  Sergeants  to  return  to  their  barracks,  convincing  them  that  if  they 
were  aggrieved  they  had  a  right  to  make  it  known  in  a  decent  manner, 
through  any  persons  they  might  think  proper  to  appoint.  But  pre- 
vious to  this,  after  waiting,  surrounded  by  this  armed  force  for  near 
three  hours,  Congress  broke  up,  and  we  passed  through  the  files  of 
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the  mutmeers  without  the  least  opposition,  though  at  times  before  our 
adjournment,  the  soldiers,  manj  of  whom  were  drunk,  threatened 
Congress  by  name* 

Tie  mutineers  had  taken  possession  of  the  powder  house  and 
several  public  arsenals  in  this  city,  with  some  field  pieces  from  the 
pubfic  yard.  In  the  eyening  Congress  met  and  made  a  house,  and 
came  to  the  resolutions  contamed  in  No.  5,  and  hrcke  up  without 
adjournment.  The  committee,  not  bemg  able  to  meet  the  Council 
till  Sunday  morning,  were  then  prevailed  on  to  wait  for  an  answer 
till  Monday  morning,  and  then  received  the  answer  contained  in  the 
2d  Report,  No.  6.  However,  hoping  that  the  Council  would  change 
their  sentiments,  the  committee  did  not  think  proper  to  give  me  their 
advice  till  Tuesday  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  In  the  mean 
time  the  mutineers  kept  in  arms,  refusing  all  obedience  to  their  officers, 
and  in  possession  of  the  powder  house  and  magazines  of  military 
stmres.  On  Tuesday  mommg  the  officers  reported  to  me  that  the 
preceding  evening,  the  Sergeants,  notwithstanding  some  talk  of  a 
submissicm  and  return  to  their  duty,  had  presented  six  officers  with  a 
commission,  each  as  m  No.  7,  and  on  one  refusing  to  accept  it,  they 
direatened  him  with  immediate  death.  And  that  at  the  time  of  the 
RepcMTt,  they  were  getting  very  drunk  and  in  a  very  riotous  state. 
By  the  second  report  of  the  Committee,  you  will  be  acquainted  with 
the  particulars  of  the  transaction,  with  the  additi(m  that  the  behavior 
of  the  six  officers  was  very  mysterious  and  unaccountable.  At  two 
o'clock,  agreeably  to  the  advice  of  the  Committee,  I  summoned  Con* 
gress  to  meet  at  this  place  on  Thursday,  the  26th  of  June,  issued  the 
proclamation  No.  8,  and  left  the  city. 

As  soon  as  it  was  known  that  Congress  was  gomg,  the  Council 
were  infonned  that  there  was  great  reason  to  expect  a  serious  attack 
on  the  Bank  the  night  following ;  on  which  the  President  of  the  State 
collected  about  cme  hundred  soldiers,  and  kept  guard  all  night.  On 
Wecfaiesday  it  was  reported  that  Congress  had  sent  for  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, with  the  whole  northern  army,  and  the  militia  of 
New  Jersey,  who  were  to  be  jomed  by  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  in 
order  to  quell  the  mutiny ;  which  was  no  otherwise  true  than  ordering 
a  detachment  of  a  few  hundred  men  finom  the  North  River.  The 
Sergeants  being  alarmed,  sooa  proposed  a  subfhissidn,  and  the  whole 
came  in  a  body  to  the  President  of  the  State,  making  a  most  submis- 
nve  acknowledgment  of  their  misconduct,  and  charging  the  whole 
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on  two  of  the  officers,  whom  they  had  coimniBsioned  to  reprefleot 
th^  grievances — a  Capt.  Carbery  and  Lieutenant  Sullivan,  who  wem 
to  have  headed  them  as  soon  as  they  should  have  pioceeded  to  vio- 
lence. These  officers  imixiediately  escaped  to  Chester,  and  there  got 
on  board  of  a  vessel  bound  to  London.  The  Sergeants  describe  the 
plan  laid  by  these  officers  as  of  the  most  irrational  and  diaholiol 
nature,  not  only  against  Congress  and  the  Coundl,  but  also  agabflt 
the  City  and  Bank.  Thqr  wcare  to  be  joined  by  straggling  partiei 
from  differrat  parts  of  the  country ;  and  after  executing  their  horrid 
purposes,  were  to  have  gone  off  widi  their  plimd^  to  the  East  bdies. 
However  incredible  this  may  appear,  the  letters  from  SuUivaoi  tD 
Colonel  Moyland,  his  commanding  office,  from  Chester  and  the 
Capes^  clearly  show  that  it  was  a  deep  laid  scheme.  It  appeas 
clearly  to  me,  that  next  to  the  continued  care  of  divine  Ptovidencey 
the  miscarriage  of  this  plan  is  owing  to  the  unexpected  meeting  of 
Congress  on  Saturday,  and  th^  decided  conduct  in  leaving  the  ci^, 
until  they  could  support  the  Federal  Government  with  dignity. 

It  is  also  said  that  two  of  the  citizens  have  been  concerned  in  this 
wicked  plot,  but  they  are  not  yet  ascertained.  They  were  c^tain^ 
encouraged  by  some  oi  the  lower  class,  as  well  as  by  the  general 
supmeness  m  not  quelling  the  first  movement.  Some  very  suspicious 
circumstances  attending  the  conduct  of  the  oth^  four  officers,  who 
were  commissioned  by  the  Sergeants,  have  caused  them  to  be  arrested. 
The  whole  matter  has  so  &r  subsided. 

The  detachment  under  Gen.  Howe,  from  the  Northern  army,  has 
arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  and  a  Court  of  Inquiry  is  endeavor- 
mg  to  develope  the  whole  affiur. 

The  citiz^is  are  greatly  chagiii^  at  die  predicament  in  which 
they  stand,  and  endeavor  to  lay  the  blame  on  the  CouacS  for  mt 
calling  on  them  and  proving  than,  while  the  Council  justify  them- 
selves by  the  advice  of  the  militia  officers,  whom  they  csdled  together 
for  that  purpose.  The  citizens  are  universally  petitioning  Congress 
to  return  to  the  city,  assuring  us  of  their  constant  protection. 

You  will  excuse  me  for  tiring  you  withso  cireumstanjdal  an  account^ 
which  nothing  but  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  many  falsdioods 
that  are  generally  propagated  on  th^e  occasions,  and  the  proprie^ 
of  your  bemg  wdl  iifbrmed,  would  ever  have  jiist^ed  me  in. 

I  do  myself  the  honor  to  said  herewith  the  newspapers,  and  par- 
ticularly a  circular  letter  of  Geo.  WadiingtaQ  to  the  difierent  States ; 
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wiucb,  'm  my  opinkxi^  gives  the  finishing  stroke  to  his  inimitable 
chancter. 

I  have  c<Mnmitted  this  letter  to  the  care  of  my  younger  brother^ 
who  is  bound  for  London^  having  been  in  the  men^ant  service  at 
that  port  for  sevo^  years,  but  who,  I  have  the  best  evidence,  b  well 
attadied  to  the  interests  of  this  country,  and  who  can  inform  you  of 
many  particulars  relatmg  to  the  state  (^  things  here. 
I  have  the  honcnr  to  be,  &c.| 

E.  B. 


hSTTMB,  nOM  COLWBL  WILLIAM  HXKBX  TO  HIS  EXCKLLXNCT  PBESr 
IDSNT  DICKIKSOK. 

LanotitTt  Jimt  17th,  1783. 
Sir, 
Eighty  armed  soldiers  set  off  this  morning  for  Philadelphia,  to 
co-operate  with  those  now  in  the  city  in  such  measures  as  may  appear 
to  them  the  mo3t  likely  to  procure  their  pay,  (or  perhaps  to  possess 
tfa^nsel ves  of  money  at  any  rate.)  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give 
the  most  timely  information  possible  that  the  city  may  not  be  sur» 
prised.  I  am  infonned  that  part  of  General  Armand's  corps  will  be 
here  to-morrow,  on  their  way  to  Philaddphia,  and  am  of  opinion^ 
bom  what  has  transpired  from  *some  of  the  men  Vho  are  still  here, 
that  th^  will  follow  the  others  to  the  city  and  share  the  same  fate; 
they  have  thrown  out  several  threats,  that  they  will  rob  the  bank^ 
the  treasury,  tic^y  fac. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  humble  servant, 

WILLIAM  HENRY. 


LETTEB  FBOM  COLONEL  BICHARB  BUTLER  TO  HIS   EXCELLENCT  GOV- 
ERNOR DICKINSON. 

Lanoaiter,  Jont  17th,  1783,  > 
10o*olod[,A.M.     { 

Sir, 

I  yesterday  rec^ved  (urders  from  Major  General  St.  Clair  to  direct 

returns  to  be  made  out  of  those  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers 

diat  chose  to  go  on  frirlough  agreeably  to  the  resdve  of  Congress  of 
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the  26th  of  May,  noticing  such  as  do  not  wish  to  go.  Also  for  pay 
rolls  for  the  month  of  January,  for  which  cash  is  to  be  paid,  and  other 
rolls  for  the  month  of  February,  March,  and  April,  to  be  paid  in  Mr. 
Morris's  notes  m  six  months  after  date— and  to  inform  the  troops, 
taking  or  refusing  furlovfghs  is  at  their  option,  and  that  they  were  to 
remain  till  further  orders,  and  to  be  settled  with  on  the  principles  of 
the  settlement  with  the  main  army.  This  I  did  without  loss  of  time, 
in  order  to  show  that  doubts  which  had  arisen  (and  that  had  met  with 
prompting  from  some  unknown  persc^is)  had  no  foundation. 

This  morning  the  Sergeants  called  on  me  at  my  quarters,  and 
informed  me  the  men  were  determined  to  go  to  Philadelphia  in  order 
to  obtain  ytw^ice.  I  made  use  of  every  argument  to  show  the  impro- 
priety of  the  measure,  and  they  went  away,  as  I  thought,  content, 
but  soon  after  I  was  mformed  they  were  getting  ready  to  go  off  m  a 
body.  I  went  to  the  parade  with  a  number  of  officers,  and  Col. 
Samuel  Atlee,  who  happened  to  be  m  town,  formed  a  circle  and  talked 
to  them  as  before,  but  to  no  purpose,  the  principal  part  c^them  went 
from  their  quarters  about  half  past  8  o'clock,  a.  m. 

I  gave  them  every  assurance  of  an  immediate  settlement  and  their 
being  kept  together  till  their  settlement  is  cixnpleted,  also  of  their 
paymasters.  Lieutenants  Beaty  and  Lytic,  being  sent  to  Carlisle  for 
the  necessary  papers  of  the  old  4th  and  7th  Regiments,  who  I  expected 
back  to-day — ^but  the  ill-timed  heat  had  taken  too  great  a  hold  of  their 
minds  for  arguments  to  alter  them — ^indeed  I  am  of  opinion  it  has 
origmated  in  your  city,  and  that  the  flame  b  supported  by  inimical  or 
inconsiderate  people. 

I  have  called  the  officers  together,  who  are  of  opmion  that  oae 
should  follow  and  make  one  more  effort  to  bring  them  back ;  if  this 
fails,  I  give  it  as  my  opinion,  that  no  settlement  be  made  with  them 
till  they  return  to  the  post,  as  it  will  be  too  great  a  condescension  and 
encouragement  to  similar  licentious  and  mumious  conduct,  at  a  future 
day,  to  troops  that  may  hereafter  be  raised,  as  well  as  too  humiliating 
a  measure  for  the  officers  to  be  obliged  to  follow  them  and  attend  to 
the  settlement  of  business  tAere,  already  offered  and  insolently  refused 
Acre,  and  which  the  officers  are  much  averse  to.  I  have  the  honor 
to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  orders  issued  last  evening,  in  order  to  show 
your  Excellency  and  Council  that  no  neglect  or  omission  has  been  on 
the  part  of  the  officers. 

I  have  assured  the  bearer,  Lieutenant  E.  Butler^  adjutant,  that  your 
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£zcellenc7  and  Council  will  order  the  pa]rment  of  hb  and  Captam 
Cbrystie's  expence,  be  bemg  the  officer  that  follows  the  troops. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

RICHARD  BUTLER, 
Col.  3d  P.  Regiment. 
P.  S.  LietttenaQt  Butler  can  inform  of  particulars  fully. 


OBDSBS   ISSUED  TO  THB  TROOPS  BT  COLONEL  BUTLER. 

LtooMttr,  17Ui  Jane,  1783. 
Non-Canmdiiumed  Officer$  and  SoldUn  of  the  3d  Pemuyhmia 

Regiment. 

In  warmth  men  are  scnnetimes  led  beyond  the  bounds  of  mterest 
and  propriety,  both  to  themsdves  and  their  best  friends,  and  attempts 
to  reason,  while  the  mind  is  agitated,  often  rather  tends  to  mflame 
than  cahn  the  passions  or  opinions.  Whatever  they  may  be.  This  I 
think  was  the  case  with  you  this  morning.  That  I  wished  to  do  my 
duty  to  my  country,  as  well  as  justice  to  you,  whose  fortunes  have 
been  long  mine  and  your  other  (xScers,  induced  me  to  call  a  number 
of  them  together,  by  whose  opinion  and  advice  the  bearers,  Captainf 
Chrystie,  Walker,  and  Montgomery  follow,  in  order  to  tell  you  their 
ftnd  my  wishes,  and  to  give  you,  once  for  all,  our  joint  advice.  We 
do  our  duty  in  doing  it,  and  expect  it  will  have  that  weight  with  you^ 
on  cool  reflecti(Mi,  that  with  reasonable  men  it  ought  to  have.  You 
mentioned  to  me  this  morning,  first — that  you  did  not  want  furloughs. 
Secondly — that  you  wanted  to  be  settled  with  before  you  are  dis- 
charged. Thirdly — to  be  continued  in  service  till  these  things  are 
done.  Measures  were  taken  for  settlmg  your  accounts  before  the 
arrival  of  the  order  of  yesterday ;  returns  directed  to  be  made  of  those 
who  chose  furloughs,  and  those  who  did  not,  on  their  arrival ;  returns 
for  clothing  for  those  enlisted,  and  pay-rolls  for  one  month's  pay  for 
January  last,  to  be  paid  in  cash,  and  rolb  for  three  months'  pay,  to 
be  paid  in  the  Financier  General's  notes,  with  assurance  of  quarters 
and  provision  till  this  is  completed. 

This  is  once  more  offered  to  you,  and  it  is  strongly  recommended 
far  your  otm  sakesy  that  you  return  to  the  post  where  your  officafs 
are,  that  your  accounts,  &c.,  may  be  completed,  and  that  you  con- 
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iider,  the  Idciger  yoa  lure  away  the  greats  die  d^&cvltj  and  the  longed 
they  will  be  in  doing.  As  the  <^ers  cannot  think  it  their  duty  to 
follow  men  who  will  not  take  advice,  but  go  fiom  where  their  busi- 
Bess  can  alone  be  done,  for  you  cannot  have  your  accounts  settled 
l^thout  them  and  die  pay-masters.  Or  do  you  imagine  your  appear* 
ance  at  Philadelphia  can  have  any  good  eflbct  in  your  faVor,  as  it  will 
be  justly  construed  mto  menacey  rather  than  a  proper  mode  of  seeking 
justice,  after  what  is  offered  you. 

Tou  may  easily  offend  your  country,  and  by  ill*judged  measures 
preclude  yourselves  and  others  fitnn  that  justice  you  wish  for,  and  I 
think  you  may  justly  say  the  perscm  or  persons  who  advised  the 
measure  you  have  taken  cannot  ultimately  be  your  friends. 

The  above  is  submitted  to  your  reflection,  and  advice  is  added  te 
llie  wish  that  you  return. 

I  am  sincerely  your  friend^ 

RIGHARD  BUTLER,  Col.  8  P.  Regt 


Report  of  the  Committee  of  Cohgrei$,  July  IH,  1783. 

The  Committee  to  whcmi  were  referred  the  letters  and  papers  com- 
municated to  Congress  by  the  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania^ 
idirough  their  Ddegates,  report, 

That  they  had  a  conference  yest^day ,  as  dh^cted,  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  in  which,  in  the  first  instance,  the  propriety  of 
tailing  out  a  detachment  of  militia  to  mteicept  the  mutineers  on  thdr 
march  from  Lanoast^,  was  proposed  to  the  Council,  suggesting  the 
danger  of  th^  bemg  suffered  with  imptmity  to  job  the  troop  m  the 
Irarracks,  >;dio  a  few  days  bdbre  had  manifested  a  dangerous  spirit, 
i>y  an  insolent  and  threatening  message  sent  to  Congress,  in  the  name 
of  a  board  of  Sergeants,  and  ^o  it  was  apprehaided  would  be  ready 
to  make  common  cause  with  those  on  their  march,  (x  mutinous  pm> 
Jposes.  That  the  Council  having  shown  a  reluctance  to  call  out  any 
part  of  the  militia,  expressmg  an  opioion  tiiat  they  would  not  be  will* 
ing  to  act,  till  scmie  outrage  should  have  been  committed  by  the  troops, 
there  appeared  to  the  Committee  no  alternative  but  to  endeavor  to 
dissuade  the  mutineers  from  coming  to  town,  and  if  they  failed  in  that 
attempt,  to  make  use  of  expedients  to  prevent  the  troops  in  the  bar^^ 
lacks  from  joining  in  any  excesses,  and  to  induce  tiie  detachment 
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fiom  Laneaster  to  wbam  (a  that  place.  That  ia  this  yk^,  and  at 
Ibeir  deaire,  the  Asaiataot  Secrotaxy  at  War  met  the  detachment  then 
0B  its  maxch  U)  the  city^  and  endeavored  lo  engage  tb^n  to  return  ta 
die  Iboner  {J^ce,  urging  the  considerations  contained  in  the  annexed 
ni8tEUcti(»i8  to  him;  but  the  mid  detachment  pearsisted  in  their  inten- 
tion of  coming  to  dua  chy,  and  airived  heie  thia  morning.  Tliat 
open  confeiring  vith  the  Superin^Mteit  of  Finance,  they  find  ther^ 
j0  a  piobmhility  that  the  PaymaateMjreneral)  to  idiom  the  a^emeat 
of  the  accounts  of  the  army  has  been  committed,  and  who  having  all 
die  docuBoenta  in  his  posseasicmy  can  atone  execute  the  business  wit^ 
pioprieQr,  will  shortly  airive  6tom  the  anny>  and  will  immediatdy 
enter  upon  a  settlement  with  the  troops  m  thisStata,  that  in  the  mean* 
dme  measuree  will  be  taken  to  prepare  the  business  for  a  finid  adjust? 
ment.  That  there  will  be  immediately  sent  to  Lancaster  a  sum  of 
money  to  be  paid  to  the  troops  on  account  of  the  mcmth's  pay  here- 
lofoie  Erected  to  be  advanced  to  than,  the  payment  of  which  has 
hidierto  been  delayed  by  particular  circumstances,  together  with  notes 
fcr  three  nxmths'  pay  intended  ta  be  advanced  to  the  men  when  iiir- 
lou^ied. 

That  they  have  desired  this  infermadoo  m  be  traaamitted  to  tbt 
commanding  officer  here  and  at  Lancaster,  with  this  cteelaration,  that 
the  corps  stationed  at  Lancaster,  including  the  detachmoit,  can  only 
be  settled  with  or  paid  at  that  ^aee* 


T%c  I/utrucHant  to  Major  Jacktan. 

So, 
Inlbnnation  having  been  received,  that  a  detachment  of  about  80 
■mtine«rs  are  on  their  way  from  Lancaster  to  this  place,  you  will 
^ease  to  proceed  to  me^  them,  and  to  endeavor  by  every  prudent 
method  to  engage  them  to  return  to  the  post  they  have  left.  You 
will  inibrm  them  of  the  orders  that  have  been  given,  permitting  them 
to  sonain  m  service  till  their  accounts  shall  have  been  settled,  if  they 
^fer  it  to  being  fturbugl^,  and  of  the  allowance  c^  pay  which  baa 
been  made  to  the  army  at  large,  and  m  wfaidi  they  are  to  be  included* 
Tea  will  represent  to  th^n  that  their  accounts  cannot  be  setdedwHiK 
oat  th^  c^Bcers,  wlxMn  they  have  left  behind  them  at  Lancaster. 
You  will  represent  to  them  with  coolness,  but  energy,  the  impropriety 
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of  such  iiregular  pioceedmgs,  and  the  danger  they  will  run  hj  per* 
sisdng  in  an  improper  conduct*  You  will  a^ure  them  of  the  best 
intentions  in  Congress  to  do  them  justice,  and  of  the  absurdity  of 
Aeir  expecting  to  procure  it  more  effectually  by  mtonperate  proceed* 
ings.  You  will  point  out  to  them  the  tendency  which  such  [Nfoceed- 
ings  may  have  to  raise  the  resentments  of  their  country,  and  to  indis* 
pose  it  to  take  efl^tual  measures  for  their  relief.  In  short,  you  will 
urge  every  consideration  in  your  pow^  to  induce  them  to  return,  at 
the  same  time  avoiding  whatever  may  tend  to  irritate.  If  they  per* 
sbt  in  coming  to  town,  you  will  give  the  earliest  notice  to  us  of  their 
progress  and  disposition.  Should  they  want  provisions,  you  will 
assure  them  of  a  supply,  if  they  will  remain  where  they  are,  which 
you  are  to  endeavor  to  persuade  them  to  do,  in  preference  to  coming 
to  town. 

(Signed)  A.  HAMILTON, 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee. 


TO  THE  HONORABLE  JOHN  DICKINSON,  ESQUIRE,  PRESIDENT,  AND  THE 
HONORABLE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  STATE  OE  PENNSYLVANIA. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency 

and  the  Honorable  Council, 
We,  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  in  garrison,  have 
been  told  by  General  St.  Clair,  that  the  Executive  Council  was  much 
exasperated  at  our  proceedings  before  the  State-house  last  Saturday: 
We  beg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  and  Honorable  Council, 
that  the  soldiers  in  garrison  were  very  much  alarmed,  and  their  minds 
mflamed  on  hearing  the  expressions  of  some  gentlemen  who  came 
into  the  garrison  the  preceding  evemng,  whom  they  suspected  were 
sent  by  a  higher  power  to  inveigle  the  soldiers  to  accept  conditional 
cBscharges,  without  a  regular  settlement,  as  a  particular  gentleman,  in 
company  among  those  who  visited  the  garrison  that  evening,  was 
pleased  to  say  that  the  soldiers  would  in  a  few  days  be  happy,  as 
they  would  recdve  one  month's  pay,  which  would  carry  them  home 
in  a  genteel  manner.  Many  of  us  have  fiom  one  to  five  hundred 
miles  to  our  former  places  of  residence,  and  many  of  us  have  fami* 
lies,  some  two,  and  some  three  or  four  children. 
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Maj  it  please  your  ExceUency  and  the  Honorable  Council  coolly 
and  candidly  to  deliberate  on  the  gaierous  expressions  of  that  hoB«« 
oraUe  gentleman,  in  the  hearing  of  a  number  of  those  very  smis  of 
liberty  who  have  freed  their  country  from  tyranny,  and  secured  Amer* 
ica's  mdependeme  and  honorable  peace.  Your  Excellency  and  Hon* 
orable  Council  will  please  to  be  assured  that  we  who  preside  now  at 
the  head  of  this  matter,  toere  not,  previous  to  the  assembling  of  the 
troops  last  Saturday ;  but  dared  not  stay  behind  in  the  garrison,  as 
we  dxHight  our  lives  VHire  in  danger,  and  we  are  in  great  hopes  that 
your  Excdlency  and  HomNrable  Council  are  all  impressed  with  an 
idea  that  our  appearance  with  th^si  was  very  conducive  to  prevenl 
mischief  which  you  were  all  little  aware  of.  We  also  beg  leave  to 
declare  that  we  were  so  far  from  withdrawing  bom  under  the  imme> 
diate  command  c^  our  officers,  that  we  drew  up  a  remonstrance,  and 
humbly  solicited  Colonel  Hampton  to  command  as  usual,  and  to 
punish  all  military  neglects  in  us,  but  hoped  (nay,  we  did  msist)  thai 
we  would  not  be  prevented  from  seeking  our  rights  m  a  becoming 
manner.  And,  had  not  that  particular  gentleman,  before  mentioned, 
spoke  as  he  did,  the  troops  would  not  have  assembled. 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,  &c. 

We  submit  our  reasonable  requests  to  your  candid  consida^tbn. 

First.  By  the  gentlemen  officers  in  committee,  and  board  of  non- 
commissioned officers  of  the  garrison. 

We  request  one  half  of  our  pay  due  us  on  the  date  of  our  dis- 
cbarges— ^the  fourth  month's  now  dealing  out  to  each  man,  we  think 
is  unfair,  as  some  have  not  been  five  months  enlbted,  while  others 
have  three  years'  pay  due,  and  served  the  country  in  its  necessity—- 
Glory  be  to  God,  we  survive. 

Second.  The  balance  that  may  be  due  to  us  afler  our  receiving,  as 
before  mentioned,  we  desire  such  certificates  for,  with  lawful  interest, 
as  will  specify  when  to  be  redeemed ;  and  not  such  ones  as  we  have 
before  this  been  put  off  with;  and  so,  if  in  necessity,  by  sickness  or 
other  unavoidable  misfortune,  be  necessitated  to  sell  them  (perhaps) 
to  those  who  have  experienced  nothing  of  the  fiitigues  of  the  war,  for 
two  shillings  per  twenty. 

Third.  We  expect  our  small  articles  in  rations  promised  to  us  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  and  cut  off  since,  shall  be  made  up  to  us ; 
all  deficiencies  of  clothing,  &c.,  to  be  settled  for. 
Vol.  L— 2 
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Fourth.  That  we  receive  patents  for  the  lands  due  to  us  with  our 
discharges,  and  his  Ekcellency's  gratuity. 

Fifth.  That  all  those  soldiers  discharged  from  headquarters  aheady, 
may  be  thought  on,  agreeable  to  their  merit,  and  those  to  be  dia- 
charged  also,  particularly  those  who  have  lost 'a  limb. 

Sixth.  That  the  settlement  hete  requested  may  extend  to  all  the 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  Pennsylvania  line,  wherever  they  may  be  in 
the  United  States. 

Seventh.  Tliat  the  troops  who  have  come  from  Lancaster  may  be 
put  on  an  equal  footing  as  soon  as  possible,  and,  if  there  be  occasion 
(or  their  enlistments  fiom  Lancaster,  that  ^ey  be  sent  for  without 
nlurmur. 

These  are  all  the  requests  your  hardy  veterans  have  to  make.  We 
thmk  them  our  right,  and  we  hope  to  obtain  them ;  and  should  the 
puUic  need  our  services  again,  we  declaim  to  sac^fice  our  most  endear- 
ing connections  to  serve  them. 

In  belmlf  of  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiexs  m  garrison. 

JAMES  BENNETT. 


LBTTEB    rROK  JAMES  BENNETT  TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF  THE   EXEC- 
UTIVE  COUNCIL. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
We,  the  board  of  Sergeants,  appobted  by  the  troops  now  in  garri- 
son, to  lay  our  grievances  before  your  Excellency  and  Council,  are 
alarmed  to  hear  your  Excellency  and  the  good  citizens  of  this  State 
are  under  apprehension  that  the  troops  intend  taking  some  desperate 
steps,  and  likewise,  that  they  were  determiped  to  attempt  the  bank 
in  thb  city. 

We  beg  leave  to  mform  your  Excellency,  that  nothing  of  this  kind 
was  ever  mtended  by  us ;  and  do  declare,  that  if  any  thing  of  that 
nature  has  taken  place,  it  b  contrary  to  our  wishes  or  knowledge,  and 
that  we  will  immediately  endeavor  to  find  out  such'  persons  as  have 
been  guilty,  if  any  there  be,  and  bring  them  to  punishment. 
We  are  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  servants, 
Sent  by  order  of  the  board  of  Sergeants, 

JAMES  BENNETT. 
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Ma  J  it  please  jour  Excdlencjr, 
We,  the  Sergeants  fonnmg  the  committee  in  garrison,  representmg 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers,  now,  are  extremely  sony 
for  any  irregularities  that  have  happened ;  for  which  we  most  sincerdy 
beg  your  Elxcellency's  and  Council's  pardon,  together  with  all  worthy 
citizens. 

By  otler  of  the  board  of  Sergeants^ 

JAMES  BENNETT. 


Reiohaian  of  Congresty  June  iUty  1783. 

"Hesohedj  That  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council 
of  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States 
having  been  this  day  grossly  insulted  by  the.  disorderly  and  menacing 
appearance  of  a  body  of  aimed  soldiers  about  the  place  within  which 
Congress  were  assembled,  and  the  peace  of  this  city  bemg  endangered 
by  the  mutinous  disposition  of  the  said  troops  now  in  the  barracks,  it 
is,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  necessary  that  effectual  measures  be 
immediately  taken  for  supporting  the  public  authority. 

Resolvedy  That  the  Committee  on  a  letter  from  Col.  Butier,  be 
directed  to  confer,  without  loss  of  time,  with  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  practicability  of  carrying  the  pre- 
ceding resolution  into  effect,  and  that  in  case  it  ^all  appear  to  the 
committee  that  there  b  not  a  satisikctory  ground  for  expecting  ade- 
quate and  prompt  exertion  of  this  State  for  supporting  the  dignity 
of  the  Federal  Govermnent — the  President,  on  the  advice  of  the 
Committee,  be  authorized  and  directed  to  summon  the  members  of 
Congress  to  meet  cm  Thursday  next  at  Trenton  or  Princeton,  in  New 
Jersey,  in  order  that  further  and  more  effectual  measures  may  be 
taken  for  suppressing  the  present  revolt  and  maintaining  the  dignity 
and  authority  of  die  United  States. 

JUsolved,  That  the  Secretary  at  War  be  directed  to  communicate 
to  the  Conmiander-m-Chief  the  state  and  disposition  of  the  said 
troops,  in  order  that  he  may  take  immediate  measures  to  despatch  to 
thb  city  such  force  as  he  may  judge  expedient  finr  suppressmg  any 
disturbances  which  may  ensue." 
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Rciolution  of  Ccngrt$$j  Jufy  Utj  1783. 

^^Resohedy  That  Major  General  Howe  be  directed  to  march  such 
part  of  the  force  under  his  c<mimaDdy  as  he  shall  judge  necessary,  to 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  order  that  immediale  measures  may  be 
taken  to  confine  and  Imng  to  trial  all  such  persons  belonging  to  the 
army  as  have  been  principally  active  in  the  late  mutiny,  to  disarm 
the  remainder,  and  to  examine  folly  into  all  the  circumstances  relating 
thereto. 

That  in  the  execution  of  the  foregoing  resolution,  if  any  matter 
shall  arise  which  may  concern  the  civil  jurisdiction,  or  in  which  its 
aid  may  be  necessary,  application  be  made  for  the  same  to  the  Exec- 
utive authority  <^  the  State. 

I  That  the  Executive  of  Pennsylvania  be  informed  of  the  foregoing 
resolutions,  and  requested  to  affi)rd  their  assistance  whensoever,  the 
same  shall  be  required." 


3d  JR^pofft  of  ike  Coimnittee  of  dmgreu,  July  1,  1783. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  Supreme  Executive 
Council  of  Pennsylvania,  on  the  practicability  of  takmg  efiectual 
measures  to  support  the  public  authority,  m  consequooce  of  the  dis- 
orderly and  menacing  appearance  of  a  body  of  armed  soldiers  sur- 
rounding the  place  where  Congress  were  assembled,  on  Saturday,  the 
31st  inst.,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  bad  a  conference  the  following  morning  with  the  Supreme 
Executive  Council,  agreeably  to  the  intention  of  Congress,  and  having 
communicated  their  rescJution  on  tiiat  subject,  informed  the  Council 
that  Congress  considered  the  proceeding  on  which  that  resolution  was 
'founded  of  so  serious  a  nature  as  to  render  palliatives  improper,  and 
to  require  that  vigorous  measures  should  be  tidcen  to  put  a  stop  to  the 
further  progress  of  the  evil,  and  to  compel  submis^on  on  the  part  of 
the  offenders.  That  m  this  view  they  had  thought  it  expedient  to 
declare  to  the  Executive  of  the  State  in  which  they  reside,  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  effectual  measures  for  supp(»rting  the  public  authority. 
That  though  they  had  declined  a  specification  of  the  measures  which 
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they  would  deem  efiectual,  it  was  their  sense  that  a  number  of  the 
militia  should  be  immediatdy  called  out  sufficient  to  suppress  the 
revolt.  That  Congress,  unwilling  to  expose  the  United  States  to  a 
repetition  of  the  insult,  had  suspended  their  ordinary  deliberations  id 
diis  city  till  proper  steps  could  be  taken  to  provide  against  the  possi- 
bility of  it*  The  Council,  after  some  ccmversation,  informed  the 
Committee*,  that  they  would  wish,  previous  to  a  determinatiim,  to 
ascertain  the  state  and  dispos^on  of  the  militia,  and  to  consult  the 
officers  for  that  purpose. 

The  day  following  the  Committee  waited  upon  the  Council  for 
their  final  resolution,  having  previously  presented  a  letter  addressed 
to  his  Excellency  ^President,  of  which  a  copy  is  annexed,  request* 
ing  the  determination  of  the  Council  m  writing. 

The  Council  declined  a  written  answer,  alleging  that  it  had  been 
Qnosual  on  similar  occasions,  diat  they  were  unwillmg  to  do  anything 
which  might  appear  an  innovation  in  the  manner  of  conducting  con« 
feiences  between  their  body  and  committees  of  Ccmgress,  adding, 
however,  that  they  were  ready  to  give  their  answer  m  writmg  if  Con- 
gress should  request  it.  They  then  proceeded  to  a  verbal  answer, 
in  substance  as  follows :  That  the  Council  had  a  high  respect  for  the 
representative  sovereignty  of  the  United  States,  and  were  disposed  to 
do  every  thing  in  their  power  to  support  its  dignity.  That  ibef 
regretted  the  insult  which  had  happened,  with  this  additional  motive 
of  s^isibility,  that  they  had  th^nselves  had  a  principal  share  m  it* 
That  they  had  consulted  a  number  of  well  informed  officers  of  the 
militia  and  found  that  nothmg,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  was  to 
be  expected  (]x>m  that  quarter.  That  the  militia  of  the  city  in  gex^ 
end  were  not  only  ill  provided  for  service,  but  dismclined  to  act  upon 
the  present  occasion.  That  the  Council  did  not  believe  any  exertions 
were  to  be  looked  for  from  them,  except  in  case  of  further  outrage 
and  actual  violence  to  person  or  property.  That  in  such  case  a 
respectable  body  of  citizens  would  arm  for  the  security  of  their  prop- 
erty and  the  public  peace ;  but  it  was  to  be  doubted  what  measure  of 
outrage  would  produce  this  effect,  and  in  particular  it  was  not  to  be 
expected  merely  from  a  repetition  of  the  insult  which  had  happened^ 
The  Council  observed  that  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  communicate 
their  expectations  with  candor,  and  passed  fix>m  the  subject  of  the 
practicability  of  vigorous  measures  to  the  policy  of  them.  They 
stated  that  General  St.  Clair,  with  the  approbation  of  several  mem* 
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bas  of  Congress  and  of  CouncQ,  had,  by  a  declaration  in  writing, 
permitted  the  mutineers  to  choose  a  committee  c^  commissioned  offi- 
cers  to  represent  their  grievances  to  Council,  and  had  authorized  them 
to  expect  that  a  ccmference  would  be  allowed  for  that  purpose.  That 
it  was  said  the  mutineers  began  to  be  convinced  of  their  error  and 
were  preparing  for  submission.  That,  from  the  steps  which  had  been 
taken,  the  busmess  seined  to  be  in  a  train  of  n^otiation,  and  that 
it  merited  consideration  how  far  it  wo^d  be  prudent  to  terminate  the 
matter  in  that  way  rather  than  employ  coercive  means. 

The  Committee  remarked,  with  regard  to  the  scruple  about  givmg 
an  answer  in  writing,  that  they  could  not  forbear  difi^ring  in  opinion 
as  to  its  propriety.  That  notliing  was  more  common  than  written 
communications  between  the  Elxecutives  of  different  States  and  the 
civil  and  military  offices  actmg  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States.  That  for  a  much  stronger  reason  there  was  a  propriety  in 
this  mode  of  transacting  business  between  the  Council  and  a  Com^ 
mittee  of  the  body  of  Congress.  That  indeed  it  would  be  conform- 
able to  the  most  obvious  and  custcnnary  rules  of  proceeding,  and  that 
the  importance  of  the  present  occasion  made  it  desirable  to  give  every 
transaction  the  greatest  precision. 

With  respect  to  the  practicability  of  employbg  the  militia,  the 
Cmnmittee  observed  that  this  was  a  point  of  wbkh  the  Council  was 
alone  competent  to  judge.  That  the  duty  of  the  Committee  was 
performed  in  exf^itly  signifying  the  expectations  of  Congress* 

And,  with  respect  to  the  policy  of  coercion,  the  Committee 
remariced,  that  ^  measures  taken  by  Congress  clearly  indicated  their 
opmion  that  the  excesses  of  the  mutineers  had  passed  the  bounds 
within  which  a  spirit  of  comjNromise  might  consist  with  the  dignity 
and  even  the  safety  of  the  Government.  That  impunity  for  what 
had  happened  might  eicourage  to  more  flagrant  proceedings,  invite 
others  to  follow  the  example  and  extend  the  mischief.  That  the 
passiveness  of  conduct  observed  towards  the  detachment  which  had 
mutinied  at  Lancaster  and  come  to  the  city  in  defiance  of  their  offi 
cers,  had  no  doubt  led  to  the  subsequent  violences.  That  these  con« 
siderations  had  determined  Congress  to  adopt  decisive  measures. 
That  besides  the  application  to  the  State  in  which  they  reside,  for  its 
fanmediate  support,  they  had  not  neglected  other  means  of  ultimately 
executing  their  purpose,  but  had  directed  the  Commander-in-Chief 
to  march  a  detachment  of  troops  towards  the  city.    That  whatever 
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modMitkm  it  might  be  prudent  to  exercise  towards  the  mutineers^ 
when  they  were  once  in  the  pow^  of  Government^  it  was  necessary 
in  the  first  instance  to  place  them  in  that  situation*  That  Congress 
probably  would  ccmtinue  to  pursue  this  object,  unless  it  should  be 
superseded  by  unequivocal  demonstrations  of  sulnnission  on  the  part 
of  the  mutineers.  That  they  had  hitherto  given  no  satisfactory  evi« 
dence  of  this  disposition,  having  lately  presented  the  officers  they 
had  chosen  to  represent  their  grievances  with  a  formal  commission  in 
wridng,  enjoining  them,  if  necessary,  to  use  compulsory  means  for 
redress,  and  menacing  them  with  death  in  case  of  their  failing  to 
execute  their  views.  Under  this  state  of  things,  the  Committee  could 
not  forbear  suggesting  to  the  Council  that  it  would  be  expedient  for 
them  so  to  qualify  the  reception  which  they  ^ould  think  proper  to 
give  to  any  propositions  made  by  the  mutmeers  as  not  to  create 
embairassmeot  should  Congress  continue  to  act  on  the  principle  of 
coercion. 

The  Committee,  findbg  there  was  no  satisfitctoty  ground  to  expect 
prompt  and  adequate  exertions  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  of  this 
State  for  supporting  the  public  authcmty,  were  bound,  by  the  resolu- 
tion under  which  they  acted,  to  advise  the  President  to  summon 
Congress  to  assemble  at  Princeton  or  Trenton,  on  Thursday,  the 
26th  inst. 

WQling,  however,  to  protiract  the  departure  of  Congress  as  long  as 
thej^could  be  justified  in  doing  it,  still  hoping  that  fiirther  infonnation 
would  produce  more  decisive  measures  on  the  part  of  the  Council, 
and  desirous  of  seeing  what  complexion  the  mtimated  submissions 
would  assume,  they  ventured  to  defer  advismg  the  removal  till  the 
afternoon  of  the  day  following  that  on  which  die  answer  of  Council 
was  given.  But  having  then  received  no  farther  communications 
firom  the  Council,  and  having  learned  bom  General  St.  Clair  that  the 
submission  proposed  to  be  offered  by  the  mutineers,  through  the  offi« 
cers  they  had  chosen  to  represent  them,  were  not  of  a  nature  suffi- 
ciently explicit  to  be  accepted  or  relied  on.  That  they  would  be 
accompanied  by  new  demands  to  which  it  would  be  improper  to  listen. 
That  the  officers  themselves  composing  the  committee  had  shewn  a 
mysterious  reluctance  to  inform  General  St.  Clair  of  their  proceed- 
bgs — had  refused  in  the  first  instance  to  do  it,  and  had  afterwards 
jrielded  only  to  a  peremptory  demand  on  his  part,  the  Committee 
could  no  longer  think  thenselves  at  liberty  to  delay  their  advice  for 
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an  adjournment,  which  they  this  day  accordingly  gave,  persuaded  at 
the  same  time  that  it  was  necessary  to  impress  the  mutineers  with  a 
conviction  that  extremities  would  be  used  against  them  before  they 
would  be  induced  to  resolve  on  a  final  and  unreserved  submission. 
Philadelphia,  June  24th,  1783. 


Hie  Letter  of  Hi$  ExceUeney  the  Preiideni  of  the  Supreme  Exec^ 
utiife  Council  of  PetiHtyhania. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  Excellency  and  the  Council 
a  copy  of  the  resolutions  communicated  in  our  conference  yesterday. 
Having  then  fully  entered  into  all  the  explanations  which  Were  neces* 
sary  on  the  subject,  we  shall  not  trouble  your  Excellency  with  a 
recapitulation ;  but,  as  the  object  is  of  a  delicate  and  impcntant  nature, 
we  think  it  our  duty  to  request  the  determination  of  the  Council  in 
writmg.  We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  respect,  your  Excel- 
lency's most  obedient  servants. 

PhUadelphia,  June  23d,  1783. 


BT  HIS  EXCELLENCY, 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  ESQ., 
President  of  the  United  State$y  in  Congre$$  aseenMed^ 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  a  body  of  armed  soldiers  in  the  sendee  of  the  United 
States,  and  quartered  in  the  barracks  of  this  city,  having  mutinously 
renounced  their  obedience  to  their  officers,  did,  on  Saturday,  the 
twenty-first  instant,  proceed  under  the  guidance  of  their  Sergeants, 
in  a  hostile  and  threatening  manner,  to  Uie  place  in  which  Congress 
were  assembled,  and  did  surround  the  same  with  guards :  And  whereas 
Congress,  in  consequmoe  thereof^  did,  on  the  same  day,  resolve, 
**  That  the  President  and  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  this  State 
diould  be  informed,  that  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  having 
been  that  day  grossly  insulted  by  the  disorderly  and  menacing  appear- 
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ance  of  a  body  of  anned  soldiers  about  the  place  within  which  Con- 
gress were  assembled ;  and  that  the  peace  of  this  city  being  endangered 
by  the  mutinous  disposition  of  the  said  troops  then  in  the  barracks^ 
it  was,  in  the  opinion  of  Congress,  necessary  that  eJBTectual  measures 
should  be  immediately  taken  for  supporting  the  public  authority :'' 
And  also,  whereas  Congress  did,  at  the  same  time,  appoint  a  Com- 
mittee to  confer  with  the  said  President  and  Supreme  Executive 
Council,  on  the  practicability  of  carrying  the  said  resolution  into  due 
effect:  And  also,  whereas  the  said  Committee  have  reported  to  me, 
diat  they  have  not  received  satisiact(xy  assurances  for  expecting 
adequate  and  prompt  exertions  of  this  State  for  supporting  the  dignity 
of  die  Federal  Government:  And  also,  whereas  the  said  soldiers  still 
continue  in  a  state  i^open  mutiny  and  revolt,  so  that  the  dignity  and 
authority  of  the  United  States  would  be  constantly  exposed  to  a  repe- 
tition of  insult,  yvhile  Congress  shall  continue  to  sit  in  this  city :  I  do, 
therefore,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  said  committee,  and  according 
to  the  powers  and  authorities  in  me  vested,  for  this  purpose,  hereby 
summon  the  hcmorable  the  Delegates  composing  the  Congress  of  the 
United  Stat^,  and  every  of  them,  to  meet  in  Congress  on  Thursday, 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  June  instant,  at  Princeton,  in  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  in  order  that  further  and  more  effectual  measures  may 
be  taken  for  suppressing  the  present  revolt,  and  maintaining  the  dig- 
nity and  authority  of  the  United  States ;  of  >ehich  all  officers  of  the 
United  States,  civil  and  military,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  concern, 
are  desired  to  take  notice  and  govern  themselves  accordmgly. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  of  the  sover- 
dgnty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  the  seventh. 

ELIAS  BOUDINOT. 
Attest,  Samuel  Sterett,  Private  Sec. 


BEMAJfD  MADE  BT  THE  MUTINEERS. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency, 
We,  the  non-commissioned  officers  and  soldiers  now  m  this  city, 
demand  of  you  and  the  HonoraUe  Council,  authority  to  appoint  corn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26  PRESIDSNT  OF  CX^GR£S8. 

Qiissioned  officers  to  command  us  and  redress  our  grievancesy  whioh 
officers  to  have  full  powers  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  judge 
most  likely  to  procure  us  justice.  Tou  will  immediately  issue  such 
authority  and  deliver  it  to  us>  or  otherwise  we  shall  instantly  let  in 
those  bjured  soldiers  upon  you,  and  abide  by  the  consequence.  You 
have  only  twenty  minutes  to  deliberate  on  this  important  matter^ 
The  officers  in  general  have  for^en  us  and  refuse  to  take  any  further 
command*    Thb,  I  presume^  you  all  know. 

We  are,  in  behalf  of  oursdves  and  the  men, 

Yours,  be,  tic. 


JAMES  CHBTSTIE  TO  JOHN  DICKINSON. 

Pliikddpliia,  d4tli  Joat,  1783. 
Sir, 
Yesterday  morning  we  were  waited  on  severally  by  a  committee 
of  Sergeants,  who  handed  to  each  of  us  similar  appomtments,  of 
which  the  enclosed  is  one.    But  upcm  their  being  objected  to,  and 
refused  as  bconsistent  with  the  powers  granted  them  and  dishonorable 
to  us,  they  made  such  concessions  relative  to  us  as  were  satisfactory, 
80  far  as  we  could  take  up  the  busmess ;  and  they  have  confessed 
their  conduct  on  the  21st  instant  to  be  disorderly,  and  have  promised 
to  hand  to  us  the  concessions  as  soon  as  possible,  which  we  will 
immediately  lay  before  your  Excellency. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c., 

JAMES  CHRYSTIE,  Capt.  2d  Penn.  Regt., 
President  of  the  Committee. 


COMMISSION  BT  THE   MUTINEEBS. 

PhOadtlphia  Barraek,  S3d  Junt,  1783. 
Sir, 

You  are  hereby  appointed  by  the  non-commissioned  officers  and 
soldiers  in  this  city,  from  authority  which  they  have  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  State  and  General  St.  Clair,  as  a  member  to  represent 
them  in  committee  of  six  commissioned  officers.  You  are  to  remem- 
ber that  every  effort  in  your  power  must  be  exerted  to  bring  about 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  JH 

the  speedy  and  most  ample  justice ;  and  even  to  use  compulsive 
measures  should  they  be  found  necessary— *which  we  declare  in  the 
presence  of  Almighty  God  we  will  support  you  in  to  the  very  utmost 
of  our  power.  Should  you  show  a  dbposition  not  to  do  all  in  yours, 
Death  is  inevitably  your  fate. 

Sgned  by  order  of  the  Board, 

JAMES  BENNETT,  Secretary, 
Captain  James  CHBrsnc. 


JOmr  8ULUVAN  TO  COLOBEL  XOTLAND. 

Tht  Capt,  90ch  Jont,  1783. 
Dear  Odonel, 

If  a  consciousness  of  rectitude  can  be  a  consolation  to  men  in 
adversity,  be  assured  our  spirits  are  far  superior  to  our  circumstances, 
and  am  con6dent  that  none  but  perrons  accustomed  to  judge  of  things 
by  the  event  will  reprobate  our  conduct.  The  little  prospect  of  suc« 
ceeding  in  such  an  attempt,  and  the  difficulties  we  had  to  encounter, 
were  so  great,  that  to  have  been  confident  of  success  would  have 
proved  us  to  be  as  destitute  of  prescience  as  of  common  sense.  But 
a  series  of  injuries,  and  the  incessant  indignities  we  experienced, 
were  our  sole  inducements  for  prosecuting  the  plan  at  all  risks.  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  the  sentiments  of  men  in  power,  in  respect  to  the 
army,  and  the  ideas  they  entertain  of  the  passiveness  of  the  officei:s. 
These  circumstances  determined  us  to  convince  them  we  had  a  just 
sense  of  our  wrongs,  and  were  not  callous  to  our  ill  treatment. 

It  avails  little  what  appearance  tyranny  may  assume  to  veil  injus« 
tice ;  but  it  is  a  duty  mcumbent  on  honest  men,  by  investigatmg  the 
principles  of  insidious  policy,  not  to  submit  to  the  imposition. 

Actuated  by  the  purest  motives  of  patriotism  and  disinterestedness, 
I  abandoned  my  dearest  connexions  at  a  tender  age,  to  fight  under 
American  colors,  at  a  critical  period,  and  when  afifairs  were  equally 
balanced.  My  conduct  in  the  army,  either  as  a  soldier  or  a  gentle- 
man, I  appeal  to  the  officers  in  general,  and  you  in  particular,  to 
decide  on. 

I  flatter  myself  you  will  not  suppose  that  my  attachment  for  this 
country  is  diminished  in  the  most  trivial  degree.    I  ever  had  an  innate 
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affection  for  America,  and  were  she  on  the  verge  of  ruin,  1  would 
come  and  perish  with  her.  Let  what  bad  men  there  are  at  the  hebfi 
of  Government  observe  from  this  instance,  how  dang^XHis  it  b  to 
drive  men  of  honor  to  desperation. 

The  person  concerned  with'  me  is  Captain  Carbery.  This  jrocing 
gentleman  served  with  eclat  in  the  army ;  bled,  and  spent  a  pretty 
fortune  in  ihe  service  of  his  countiy.  I  have  requested  Captain 
Heard  to  be  punctual  in  paymg  what  trifling  debts  I  owe,  and  have 
requested  your  brother  John  to  draw  on  my  father,  if  necessary.  We 
are  now  wafted  along  by  a  gentle  and  generous  gale,  and  possess  the 
most  perfect  tranquillity  of  mind,  conscious  of  no  unworthy  action : 
all  we  regret  is,  failing  in  a  noble  attempt. 

"And  more  tni^Joj  MarotUai  exOad  fMlt, 
Than  Caeaar  with  a  Stnate  at  his  hMls." 

Adieu,  my  dear  Colonel ;  be  convinced  I  have  a  just  sense,  and 
want  words  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  peculiar  marks  of  favor 
and  affection  you  have  conferred  on  me. 

I  am,  with  smcerity,  &c. 

JOHN  SULLIVAN. 
I  by  no  means  flatter  myself  with  the  idea  of  hearing  from  you ; 
but  my  address  is  Captain  Richardson,  1st  regiment  guards,  London. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  enclose  a  certificate  for  sixty-four  pounds. 


A  DECLARATION   OF    OFFICERS   OF   THE   PENNSYLVANIA  LINE. 

We,  the  under  named  officers,  do  appoint  the  foUowmg  officers 
as  a  committee  to  wait  on  Congress,  to  assure  that  honorable  body 
that  we  disapprove  and  detest  the  late  proceedings  of  the  non-com^ 
missioned  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  and  give 
them  the  strongest  assurance  of  every  assistance  to  repel  them,  if 
they  should  take  such  steps  as  may  render  it  necessary.  The  follow- 
ing gentlemen  were  chosen  for  the  above  purpose,  viz:  Coloneb 
Richard  Thompson,  Thomas  Robinson,  and  Andrew  Porter. 

A.  Porter,  Col. 

RoBT.  Martin,  Lieut. 

J  AS.  Pettigrew,  Lt.  3d  P.  Regt. 
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T.  ScTT,  Captain. 

Thos.  Dotle,  Lieut. 

W.  McDowell,  Lieut. 

Andw.  Irvine,  Capt. 

E.  Speer,  Lieut. 

E.  DiNNT,  Lieut. 

J.  McCuLLAN,  Lieut. 

Enos  ReebeL,  lieut. 

J.  B.  TiLDEN,  Lieut. 

T.  P&ocTOR,  Major. 

T.  Robinson,  Lieut.  Col. 

Wm.  Maoaw,  Surgeon. 

Thos.  Dunoan,  Lieut. 

KicH.  Hampton,  Cd.  2d  P.  Ref 

Le  Rot,  Li^t. 

James  Gamble,  Lieut. 

De  Marcelleb. 

Thos.  Wylie,  Capt.  Art.  Artificer; 


[Tht  two  fottowifig  Lettert  relate  to  the  mntioj at  Philadtlphuu  AUhoogh  it  doee 
Bot  i^ptar  that  eopica  wera  tranamitted  to  our  Miniatera  abroad,  jret  it  haa  bacD 
thov^t  proper  to  give  them  a  place  here.] 

FROM  ELIA8  BOUDINOT,  PRESIDENT  OP  CONGRESS,  TO  GENERAL  WASH* 

INGTON. 

Phikddphia,9l8tJone,  1783,  ) 
4  o'clock,  ▲.  M.     > 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  greatly  mcnrtified  that  our  circumstances  here  oblige  me  to 
trouble  your  Excellency  with  a  detail  highly  disagreeable  and  per« 
plexing.  I  presume  your  Excellency  has  received  copies  of  letters 
from  Colonel  Butler  and  Mr.  Henry,  forwarded  a  few  days  ago :  all 
endeavors  to  oUige  the  men  to  return  to  Lancaster  proved  ineffectual. 
They  entered  this  city  yesterday  morning  in  a  very  orderly  manner, 
and  took  possession  of  the  barracks,  and  with  those  troops  then  quar- 
tered th^re,  make  up  about  five  hundred  men.  General  St.  Clair  was 
sent  for,  and  matters  seemed  tolerably  easy  till  this  morning,  when 
they  pofidvely  refiised  all  obedience  to  their  officers,  and  seemed 
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forming  a  design  to  be  troublesome  by  evenbg.  Congress  bemg 
adjourned  till  Monday,  I  thought  it  proper  to  call  them  together  at  one 
o'clock.  Six  States  had  got  together,  when  the  mutineers,  joined  by 
those  at  the  barracks  before  their  arrival  in  town,  very  unexpectedly 
appeared  before,  and  surrounded,  the  State  House,  with  fixed  bayo- 
nets ;  the  Supreme  Executive  Council,  sitting  also  in  the  same  House. 
The  mutmeers  sent  in  a  paper,  demanding  of  the  President  and  Coun- 
cil to  authorize  th^n  to*  choose  then*  own  officers,  (being  deserted  by 
their  former  officers,  as  they  alleged,)  in  order  to  represent  their  griev- 
ances— ^that  they  should  wait  tw^ity  minutes,  and  if  nothing  was 
then  done,  they  would  turn  in  an  enraged  soldieiy  in  the  Council, 
who  would  do  themselves  justice,  and  the  Council  must  abide  the 
consequences,  <m*  words  to  that  effect*  This  was  handed  to  the  mem- 
bers of  Congress  by  the  President  of  the  State.  General  St.  Clair 
was  present  at  the  request  of  Congress,  and  but  very  few  other  offi- 
cers attended.  Neither  Congress  nor  the  Council  would  take  any 
measures  while  they  were  so  menaced ;  and  matters  continued  thus 
till  half  past  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  when  the  mutmeers  were  pre- 
vailed on  for  the  present  to  march  back  to  the  barracks.  They  have 
seized  the  public  magazine,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  worst  b  not 
yet  come. 

Though  no  Congress  was  regularly  formed,  for  want  of  one  mem- 
ber, yet  the  members  present  unanimously  directed  me  to  inform  your 
Excellency  of  thb  unjustifiable  movement.  The  militia  of  the  city 
I  suppose  will  be  called  out ;  but  there  are  some  suspicions  that  the 
mutineers  value  themselves  on  their  interest  with  the  inhabitants.  It 
b  therefore  the  wbh  of  the  members  who  were  assembled  that  your 
Excellency  would  direct  a  movement  of  some  of  your  best  troops, 
on  whom  you  can  depend  under  these  circumstances,  towards  thb 
city,  as  it  will  be  of  the  most  dangerous  consequence  if  a  measure  of 
this  kind  b  to  be  put  up  with,  and  no  one  can  tell  where  it  will  end. 
Your  Excell^icy  will  hear  from  me  again  on  thb  subject  without 
delay.  I  forgot  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  the  month's  pay  for 
January  had  been  ordered  to  these  men,  and  three  months'  pay  in 
notes,  &c.  They  complain  heavily  of  their  accounts  yet  remaining 
unsettled.  It  is  to  be  wished  the  paymaster  could  arrange  matters  so 
as  to  close  the  accounts  of  the  soldiery  with  more  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 

E.B. 
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nOM  GENZRAL  GEORGE  WASHINGTON  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

HMd-Quarten,  N^wtmrgb,  trtniof ,  Jant  5Utb,  1783. 
Sir, 

It  was  not  until  3  o'clock  this  afternoon,  that  I  had  the  first  inti- 
mation of  the  infanoous  and  outrageous  meeting  of  a  part  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania troops ;  it  was  then  I  received  your  Excellency's  letter  of 
the  21st,  by  express,  and  agreeable  to  the  request  contained  in  it,  I 
instantly  ordered  three  complete  regiments  of  infantry  and  a  detach- 
ment of  artillery  to  be  put  in  motion  as  soon  as  possible.  Thb  corps 
(which  you  will  observe  by  the  returns,  is  a  large  proportion  of  our 
whole  force)  will  consist  of  upwards  of  1500  effectives.  As  all  the 
troops  who  composed  this  gallant  little  army,  as  well  those  who  were 
iiirloughed  as  those  who  remain  in  service,  are  men  of  tried  fiddity,  I 
could  not  have  occasion  to  make  any  choice  of  corps ;  and  I  have  (miy 
to  regret,  that  there  existed  a  necessity  they  should  be  employed  on  so 
disagreeable  a  service.  I  dare  say,  however,  they  will  on  this,  and 
aD  other  occa^ons,  perform  their  duty  as  brave  and  faithful  soldiers. 

While  I  suffer  the  most  poignant  distress  in  observing  that  a  handful 
of  men,  contemptible  in  numbers,  and  equally  so  in  point  of  service, 
(if  the  veteran  troops  from  the  southward  have  not  been  seduced  by 
dieir  example,)  and  who  are  not  worthy  to  be  called  soldiers,  should 
disgrace  themselves  as  the  Pennsylvania  mutineers  have  done,  by 
insulting  the  sovereign  authority  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of 
their  own,  I  feel  an  inexpressible  satisfaction,  that  even  thb  behavior 
cannot  stam  the  name  of  the  American  soldiery  y-  it  cannot  be  impu- 
table to,  or  reflect  dishonor  on  the  army  at  large ;  but  on  the  contrary, 
it  win,  by  the  striking  contrast  it  exhibits,  hold  up  to  public  view  the 
other  troops  in  the  most  advantageous  point  of  light.  Upon  taking 
all  the  circumstances  into  consideration,  I  cannot  sufficiently  express 
my  surprise  and  mdignation,  at  the  arrogance,  the  folly,  and  the  wick- 
edness of  the  mutineers ;  nor  can  I  sufficiently  admire  the  fidelity, 
the  bravery,  and  the  patriotism  which  must  forever  signalize  the 
unsullied  character  of  the  other  corps  of  our  army ;  for  when  we 
consider  that  these  Pennsylvania  levies,  who  have  now  mutmied,  are 
recruits  and  soldiers  of  a  day,  who  have  not  borne  the  heat  and  bur- 
den of  the  war,  and  who  can  have,  m  reality,  very  few  hardships  to 
complain  of;  and  when  we  at  the  same  time  recollect,  that  those  sol- 
diers who  have  lately  been  fiirloughed  from  this  army,  are  the  veterans 
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who  have  patiently  endured  hunger,  nakedness,  and  cold,  who  have 
suffered  and  bled  without  a  murmur,  and  who,  with  perfect  good  ord^, 
have  retired  to  their  homes,  without  the  settlement  of  their  accounts, 
or  a  farthing  of  money  in  their  pockets ;  we  shall  be  as  much  aston* 
ished  at  the  virtues  of  the  latter,  as  we  are  struck  with  horror  and 
detestatbn  at  the  proceedings  of  the  former;  and  every  candid  mind,, 
without  indulgmg  ill-grounded  prejudices,  will  undoubtedly  make  the 
proper  discrimination. 

I  intended  only  to  wait  pntil  the  troops  were  collected  and  had 
occupied  their  new  camp,  in  order  to  make  a  full  report  to  Congress 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  in  consequence  of  the  revo- 
lution of  the  26th  of  May.  Notwithstanding  the  option  which  was 
given,  in  my  answer  to  the  address  of  the  generals  and  officers  com- 
manding regiments  and  corps,  which  has  been  already  sent  to  your 
Excellency,  no  soldiers,  except  a  very  few,  whose  homes  are  within 
the  enemy's  lines,  and  a  very  small  number  of  officers,  have  thought 
proper  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  by  remainmg  with  the  army ;  a  list 
of  those  who  remain  is  herewith  transmitted.  The  men  engaged  to 
serve  three  years  were  then  formed  mto  regiments  and  corps,  in  the 
following  manner,  viz :  The  troops  of  Massachusetts  composed  4 
regiments,  Connecticut  1  regiment,  New  Hampshire  5  companies, 
Rhode  Island  3  companies,  Massachusetts  artillery  3  companies,  and 
the  New  York  artillery  2  companies,  the  total  strength  will  be  seen 
by  the  weekly  state,  which  is  also  forwarded. 

The  army  bemg  thus  reduced  to  merely  a  competent  garrison  for 
West  Point,  that  being  our  only  object  of  importance  in  this  quarter, 
and  it  being  necessary  to  employ  a  considerable  part  of  the  men  in 
building  an  arsenal  and  magazines  at  that  post,  agreeably  to  the  direc- 
tions given  by  the  Secretary  at  War,  the  tro6ps  accordingly  broke  up 
their  cantonment  yesterday,  and  removed  to  that  garrison,  where 
Major  General  Knox  still  retains  th*^  command.  The  detachment 
which  marches  for  Philadelphia  will  be  under  the  orders  of  Major 
General  Howe,  Major  General  Heath  having,  at  his  own  particular 
request,  retired  from  the  field ;  the  Brigadiers  now  remaining  with 
the  army,  are  Patterson,  Huntington,  and  Greaton,  besides  the  Adju- 
tant General.  Thus  have  I  given  the  present  state  of  our  military 
afiairs,  and  hope  tlie  arrangements  will  be  satisfactory  to  Congress. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
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P.  S.  Should  anything  turn  up  which  may  prevent  the  necessity 
of  the  troops  proceeding  to  Philadelphia,  I  am  to  request  your  Excel- 
lency will  send  the  earliest  intimation  to  the  commanding  office,  that 
the  detachment  may  return  immediately.  The  route  will  be  by  King- 
wood,  Pompton,  Morristown,  Princeton,  and  Trenton,  on  which  your 
express  nmy  meet  the  troops. 


STATE    OF    PENlfSTLVANIA. 

Lh  General  Aaembly^ 

Friday,  Angitit  39, 1783,  a.  m. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  most 
eligible  means  for  the  accommodation  of  Congress,  should  that  hon- 
orable body  determine  to  reside  within  ihb  State,  read  August  27th 
mstant,  was  read  the  second  time,  whereupon 

Resolved  taumimously,  That  until  Congress  shall  determine  upon 
the  place  of  their  permanent  residence,  it  would  be  highly  agreeable 
to  this  House,  if  that  honorable  body  should  deem  it  expedient  to 
return  and  contmue  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia*  In  which  case  they 
offer  to  Congress  the  different  apartments  in  the  State  House,  and 
adjacent  buildings,  which  they  formerly  occupied,  for  the  purpose  of 
transacting  the  national  business  therein. 

Resohed  tmanimomly,  That  this  House  will  take  effectual  meas- 
ures to  enable  the  Executive  of  the  State  to  afford  speedy  and  ade- 
quate support  and  protection  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress,  and  the  persons  of  those  composing  the  Supreme 
Council  of  the  ndiicm  assembled  in  this  city. 

Resolved  unanimously y  That  as  this  House  is  sincerely  disposed  to 
raider  the  permanent  residence  of  Congress  in  this  State  commodious 
and  agreeable  to  that  honorable  body,  the  delegates  of  this  State  be 
instructed  to  request  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  define  what 
^nisdictioaa  they  deem  necessary  to  be  vested  in  them  in  the  place 
wherein  they  shall  permanently  reside. 

Extract  from  the  Minutes. 

PETER  Z.  LLOYD, 
Clerk  of  the  General  Assembly. 
Vol.  L— 3 
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STATE    OF    PENNSYLVANIA. 

In  General  Assemblt/,  August  30rA,  1783. 

Genflemen, 
Enclosed  you  have  sundry  resolutions  of  this  House,  which  you 
will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled, 
and  famish  the  House  with  an  answer  as  speedily  as  the  same  may 
be  obtained  bom  that  honorable  body. 

By  order  of  the  House. 
(Signed)  FREDERIC  A.  MUHLENBURG, 

Speaker. 
Honorable  the  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania. 

«^The  Delegates  of  Pennsylvania  are  authorized  by  the  President 
and  Council  of  that  State,  to  declare  in  the  most  respectfal  terms  to 
Congress  that  their  return  to  Philadelphia  is  sincerely  desired  by  the 
President  and  Council  as  an  event  which  would  give  them  the  greatest 
satisfaction." 

August  13,  1783. 


FROM  ELIAS  BOUDINOT,  PBESIPENT  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANK- 
LIN, MINISTER  PLENIPOTENTIARY,  &€.,  PARIS. 

I 

Princeton,  Angott  15, 1783. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  your  favor  of  the  17th  March,  enclosing  the 
treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  King  of  Sweden,  the  rati- 
fication whereof  has  been  retarded  for  want  of  nine  States  present  in 
Congress.  This  act  has  now  taken  place,  and  I  am  honored  with 
the  conmiands  of  Congress  to  transmit  it  to  you  for  exchange,  which 
I  now  have  the  pleasure  of  doing,  and  hope  it  will  meet  with  a  safe 
and  speedy  conveyance. 

On  receivmg  the  treaty  a  manifest  imprc^riety  struck  Congress  in 
the  title  of  the  United  States,  being  called  of  North  America,  when 
it  should  have  been  only  America;- and  also  in  the  enumeration  of 
the  different  States,  wherein  the  Delaware  State  is  called  '<  The  three 
lower  counties  on  Delaware."  As  there  is  no  such  State  in  the  Union 
Congress  were  at  a  loss  how  they  could  ratify  the  treaty  with  pro» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  OOERBSPONDENCE.  35 

priety,  unless  they  should  alter  the  transcripty  which  might  be  liable 
to  many  exceptions;  they  have  therefore,  to  avoid  all  difficulties, 
passed  a  separate  resolve  empowering  you  to  make  the  necessary 
amendments.  A  certified  copy  of  thb  resolution  I  do  myself  die 
pleasure  to  enclose* 

Ccmgress  are  entirely  at  a  loss  to  account  for  the  silence  of  their - 
Commissioners  at  Paris,  since  February  last,  being  without  any  official 
information  relative  to  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain  smce  that  time. 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  you  very  ftdly  on  the  15th  July  last, 
giving  the  reasons  for  our  removal  to  this  place  at  length,  which,  I 
hope,  got  safe  to  hand. 

Omgress  having  determined  not  to  fix  the  place  of  their  permanent 
residence  till  the  first  Monday  in  October  next,  is  the  reason  of  defer* 
ling  the  appointm^t  of  a  Mmister  for  Foreign  AfifaiiB  till  that  is  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E.B. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

July  99, 1783. 

«  Congress  took  mto  consideration  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce, 
concluded  between  the  King  of  Sweden  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  third  day  of  April  last ;  and  the 
same  was  accepted  and  ratified,  nine  States  being  present,  in  the 
manner  following: 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled — to  all  who 
shall  see  these  presents,  greeting : 

Whereas  by  our  commission  dated  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  twenty* 
eighth  day  of  September,  1782,  the  honorable  Benjamm  Franklin 
was  invested  with  full  powers,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  to  concert  and  conclude  with  a  person  or  persons  equally 
empowered  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  the  Kmg  of  Sweden,  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce,  having  for  its  basis  the  most  perfect  equality, 
and  for  its  object  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  parties,  we  promising 
m  good  faith  to  ratify  whatever  should  be  transacted  by  virtue  of  the 
said  commission :  and  whereas  our  said  Minister,  in  pursuance  of  his 
fall  powers,  did  at  Paris,  on  the  third  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  (me  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-three,  with  Count 
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Gustavus  Philip  de  Creutz,  Minist^  Plenipotentiary  named  for  that 
purpose  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  tbe  King  of  Sweden,  conclude 
and  sign  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  in  the  weeds  following,  to 
wit:* 


Beiohtian  July  29|  1783. 

^  On  motion  of  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Holten. 

Resolvedy  That  Doctor  Franklin,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  for  concluding  a  treaty  with  the  King  of  Sweden  be, 
and  he  hereby  is,  instructed  and  fully  empowered  to  obtain  aixiend* 
ments  of  the  following  inaccuracies  in  the  commercial  treaty  with  his 
said  Majesty  this  day  ratified,  namely,  United  States  of  North  Ameridt 
for  "  United  States  of  America.'^  The  counties  of  New  Castle,  Kent, 
and  Sussex  on  Delaware,  for  "  Delaware,"  and  to  enter  into  the  neces- 
sary instruments  and  stipulations  for  that  purpose." 


FROM  SLIAS  BOUDINOT,  PBESIBENT  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANK- 
LIN,  MINISTER  PLENIPOTENTIARY,  Sl^C,  PARIS. 

Philade1phm>  9th  Stpt.,  1783. 
Sir, 

Being  by  accident  at  this  city,  and  an  opportunity  offering,  I  do 
myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  duplicate  of  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  with  Sweden,  the  original  of  which  I  transmitted  some  time 
Since ;  but  not  having  the  copy  of  the  letter  attending  it  by  me,  I  am 
prevented  from  sending  tlie  duplicate  of  it,  unless  this  opportunity  is 
risked. 

I  am  happy  to  enclose  you  some  resolutions  of  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania,  by  which  you  will  see  that  all  tlie  difficulties  that  arose 
on  ai  count  of  the  mutiny  have  happily  subsided,  without  producing 
the  least  ill  consequences. 

The  soldiers  were  very  penitent,  and  two  of  the  Sergeants  are  now 

under  sentence  of  death,  but  I  believe  will  be  pardoned  by  Congress 

.on  account  of  the  means  used  by  Captam  Carbery  and  Lieutenant 
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SoUivany  to  induce  those  poor  wretches  to  behave  as  they  did,  under 
expectations  of  great  personal  advantages.  I  hope  these  two  officers 
will  meet  with  proper  detestation  fh^n  all  good  men. 

I  have  like  honcnr  to  be,  he, 

E.B. 


Ettraci  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs^  September 

96rA,  1783. 

''CcHigress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  committee,  con* 

msting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr.  Fitzsimmons,  Mr.  Geny, 

Und  Mr.  Higginson,  appointed  to  consider  the  late  despatches  from 

the  Ministers  of  the  LFnited  States  at  foreign  courts,  and  to  repeat 

what  measures  are  necessary  to  be  taken  thereon ;  and  the  following 

paragraph   being  under  debate,  viz:  <<Your  c(»nmittee  beg  leave 

further  to  observe,  that  in  those  despatches,  and  particularly  in  Mr. 

Adams's  letter  of  the  18th  July,  a  sentiment  is  earnestly  inculcated, 

which  is  indeed  obvious  in  itself,  that  the  Union  requires  additional 

support  firom  its  members ;  and  ^  that  if  the  United  States  become 

*  respectable,  it  must  be  by  means  of  more  energy  in  govemm^it; 

<  for  as  some  of  the  nations  in  Europe  do  not  yet  perceive  this  import- 

*ant  truth,  that  the  sphere  of  their  own  commerce  will  be  eventually 

*Milarged  by  the  growth  of  America,  but  on  the  contrary  manifests 

«a  jealousy  of  our  future  prosperity,  it  becomes  the  United  States 

•seriously  to  consider  their  own  interests,  and  to  devise  such  general 

•systems  and  arrangements,  commercial  or  political,  as  our  own  pecu- 

*liar  circumstances  may  from  time  to  time  require ;'  your  Committee 

therefore  propose  that  a  special  Committee  be  appointed  to  take  thb 

important  subject  under  deliberation,  and  to  report  the  result  to  Con* 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs^  September 

29tA,  1783. 

•<The  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Rutledge,  Mr. 
Fitzs(inmions,  Mr.  Gerry,  and  Mr.  Higginson,  appointed  to  consider 
the  late  despatches  from  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  foreign 
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Courts,  and  to  report  what  measures  are  necessaiy  to  be  taken  thereoOi 
reported  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  appears  fiom  Mr.  Adams's  letters,  of  the  93d  June, 
and  14th  and  18th  of  July,  from  the  Mmisters'  joint  letter  of  the 
27th,  and  Dr.  Franklm's  of  the  22d  July,  diat  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain  has  discovered  great  jealousy  upon  the  subject  of  American 
commax^e ;  and  the  truth  of  this  fact  seems  to  be  clearly  evinced,  by 

two  proclamations  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  of  the and  die 

— — .  The  first  of  which  restrains  the  importation  of  the  produce 
of  any  of  the  United  States  to  vessels  belongmg  to  Great  Britain, 
and  navigated  according  to  her  laws,  or  to  vessels  belongmg  to  the 
State  of  which  the  cargo  is  the  produce ;  and  the  latter,  when  taken 
in  conjunction  with  her  subsisting  trade  laws,  absolutely  prohibits 
American  vesseb  or  subjects  from  trading  to  the  British  Islands  or 
Colonies. 

And  whereas  these  regulations  are  highly  injurious  to  the  welfare 
and  commerce  of  these  United  States,  and  peculiarly  so  to  die  Elastem 
States,  as  the  article  of  fish  is  excluded  from  those  which  are  to  be 
admitted  on  any  condition ;  for  if  these  restrictions  are  continued^ 
and  die  vessels  of  each  of  the  American  States  lure  confined  in  the 
importation  mto  Great  Britain,  to  die  products  of  that  State  only, 
the  intercourse  between  the  States  will  not  only  be  straitened,  but  a 
great  part  of  the  carrying  trade,  which  arises  firom  the  exportation  of 
American  produce  to  England,  will  be  engrossed  by  the  subjects  of 
that  kingdom,  and  a  very  important  tihranch  of  our  commerce  thereby 
lost,  and  although  the  court  of  France  hath  not  yet  explicidy  dis« 
closed  her  intentions  with  respect  to  our  fiiture  intercourse  with  her 
colonies,  there  is  too  much  reason  to  apprehend  that  she  will  restrain 
it  to  those  articles  of  import  and  export  which  do  not  interfere  with 
her  own  exports  or  consumption,  and  which  are  in  fact  of  very  incon- 
siderable value. 

And  whereas  it  is  of  importance  to  counteract  diose  systems  so 
injurious  to  the  United  States,  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  delegating 
a  general  power  for  regulating  dieil*  commercial  interests ;  whereupon. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare  an  address 
to  the  States,  upon  the  subject  of  commerce,  statmg  to  them  the  reg- 
Illations  which  are  prevailing  in  Europe,  the  evils  to  be  apprehended 
therefix)m,  and  the  steps  proper  to  be  taken  to  guard  against,  and  to 
counteract  them. 
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The  Committee  having  further  reported  as  follows : 

Whereas  it  appears  that  in  those  despatches,  and  particularly  in 
Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  the  18th  July,  a  sentiment  is  earnestly  incul- 
cated, which  is  indeed  obvious  in  itself,  <that  the  Union  requires 
'additional  support  from  its  members ;  and  that  if  the  United  States 
<  become  respectable,  it  must  be  by  means  of  more  energy  in  govern- 
^rnent;  for,  as  some  of  the  nations  of  Europe  do  not  yet  perceive 
'this  important  truth,  that  the  sphere  of  their  own  commerce  will  be 
'eventually  enlarged  by  the  growth  of  America ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
'jnanifest  a  jealousy  of  our  fiiture  prosperity,  it  beccnnes  the  United 
'States  seriously  to  consider  their  own  interests,  and  to  devise  such 
'general  systems  and  arrangements,  commercial  or  political,  as  our 
'own  peculiar  circumstances  may,  from  time  to  time,  require.' 

Thereupon, 

Resolvtdy  That  a  special  committee  be  appomted  to  take  this 
important  subject  under  deliberation,  and  report  the  result  to  Con- 
ress. 

The  Committee  having  further  reported, 

And  whereas,  it  appears  from  Mr.  Adams's  despatches  of  - 


and  Dr.  Franklm's  of  the  22d  July,  that  propositions  for  entering 
hto  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  with  these  United  States,  have 
been  made  to  our  Minist^^  by  the  King  of  Denmark,  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  theTCing  of  Prussia,  the  Grand 
Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  the  Court  of  Spam ;  and  that  many  of  the 
other  Powers  of  Europe  discover  a  like  disposition :  Thereupon, 

Retolvedj  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider  this  subject ; 
and  whether  the  transmission  of  general  outlines  of  treaties  with  those 
several  Powers,  or  mstructions  to  our  Ministers,  as  to  the  principles 
of  such  treaties,  be  most  expedient ;  and  to  devbe  and  report  such 
outlines  or  instructions  accordingly. 

The  Committee  further  reported,  that  instructions  be  transmitted 
to  the  Minbters,  whom  it  concerns,  immediately  to  stop  all  further 
kwns  in  Europe* 

That  representations  be  made  to  the  Court  of  Denmark  for  obtain- 
ing compensation  for.prizes  sent  into  Bergen  by  the  Alliance  frigate. 

That  enquiry  be  made  why  the  expedition  of  the  Alliance  and 
Bon  Homme  Richard,  &:c.,  was  carried  on  at  the  expense  and  on 
account  of  the  Court  of  France,  and  whether  any  part  of  the  profit 
arising  therefrom  accrued  to  the  United  States ;  or  any  of  the  expense 
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thereof  placed  to  their  accoant ;  and  whether  the  proceeds  of  any  of 
the  prizes  taken  in  that  expedition,  and  which  is  due  to  the  American 
officers  and  seamen  employed  therein,  b  deposited  in  Europe,  in  whose 
hands,  and  to  what  amount. 

That  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  he  instructed  to  encourage 
orertures  for  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  from  the  respectable 
and  commercial  Powers  of  Europe,  upon  terms  of  the  most  perfect 
reciprocity,  and  subject  to  the  revbal  of  Congress  previous  to  thdr 
ratification.     Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  these  several  subjects  be  referred  to  a  special  Com-* 
mittee,  to  report  thereon  proper  instructions  to  the  Ministers  of  Aese 
United  States." 


Ociober  Utj  1783. 

^^  Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  before-mentioned 
report :  And,  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  authorized  to  direct  Mr.  Carmichael  to 
repair  to  Paris,  should  Mr.  Jay  be  of  opinion  that  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Madrid  may  not  be  injured  by  Mr. 
Carmichael's  absence ;  and  that  he  bring  with  him  the  books  and 
vouchers  necessary  to  make  a  final  and  complete  settlement  of  the 
accounts  of  public  money  which  have  passed  through  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Jay  and  himself;  and  that  Mr.  Barclay  attend  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr. 
Carmichael  to  adjust  these  accounts. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  have  leave  to  go  to  Bath,  should  he  find 
it  necessary  f(^  the  benefit  of  his  health." 

,  "  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions 
to  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States,  prepare  drafts  of  letters  to  the 
several  Ministers,  to  be  signed  by  the  President,  on  the  respective 
subjects  before-mentioned." 


raOM  fiLIAS  BOtTDINOT,  PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS,  TO  THE  lONISTEE 
PLENIPOTENTIARY  OP  PRANCE.  V. 

Prineeton,  27th  October,  1763. 
Sir, 
I  am  honored  by  the  commands  of  Congress  to  make  known  to 
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you  the  pleasure  they  received  from  your  communications  of  the 
18th*  of  September.  I  cannot  do  this  so  well  as  by  enclosmg  their 
act  of  the  24th  instant  for  this  purpose. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  eveiy  instance  of  the  affection  of  our  good 
ally  ^ves  me  pneat  pleasure,  and  I  fed  equally  interested  in  the  due 
ackaiowledgmOTt  of  die  many  proofs  we  have  received  of  this  happy 
effect  from  the  union  of  our  two  nations.  Nothing  can  cement  this 
alliance  more  perfectly  than  reciprocity  and  liberality  m  commercial 
iegulati(xis,  which,  I  doubt  not,  are  principles  that  will  ever  temper 
the  wise  councils  of  so  great  a  monarch  as  your  illustrious  master. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E.  B. 


Extrodfram  the  Secret  Jowrtud^^October  24^,  1783. 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  be  infoixned 
that  Congress  receive  much  pleasure  fix>m  his  communication  of  the 
resolution  of  the  belligerent  parties  not  to  sign  a  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  with  Great  Britain  but  in  concert  with  the  United  States. 
That  it  gives  them  equal  satisfaction  to  learn  that  His  most  Christian 
Majesty  had  in  view  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  that  it 
IS  their  earnest  wish  that  such  a  spirit  of  liberality  may  pervade  com- 
mercial regulations  on  both  sides  as  will  extend  the  intercourse  and 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  natbns,  and  preserve  and  increase  the 
reciprocal  confidence  and  affection  which  have  so  eminentiy  distin* 
guished  their  alliance." 

0 

FROM  ELIAS  BO0DINOT,  ^RESIDENT  OF   COKGBESS,  TO  THE  MINISTEBS 
FLEKIPOTENTIART  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  PABIS. 

Frine«toii9  NoT«nb«  !» 1763. 

Gentlemen, 

I  am  honored  by  the  commands  of  Congress  to  transmit  you  a  set 

of  instructions,  in  consequence  of  your  jomt  and  separate  letters  of 

the  months  of  June  and  July  last,  by  Captab  Barney,  which  I  do 

myself  the  honor  to  enclose.    These  were  not  finbhed  till  the  29tb 
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vlUf  after  having  undergoae  the  most  mature  deliberation  and  (idlest 
discussion  in  Congress* 

Yesterday  we  received,  from  Ck>lonel  Ogdoa,  the  news  of  the  sig- 
natinre  of  the  definitive  treaty  on  the  3d  of  September,  and  that  Mr. 
Thaxter  was  on  the  way  with  the  official  news.  We  long  for  his 
arrival,  though  we  have  no  doubt  of  the  fact,  which  is  also  announced 
by  the  post  this  day  from  BostcHi. 

I  do  most  sincerely  congratulate  you,  gentlemen,  on  this  most 
important  and  happy  event,  which  has  diffused  the  sincerest  joy 
throughout  these  States,  and  the  terms  of  which  must  necessarily 
hand  down  die  names  of  its  American  negotiators  to  posterity  with 
the  highest  possible  honor.  May  die  gratitude  of  your  country  ev^ 
be  the  fair  reward  of  all  your  labors. 

New  York  is  not  yet  evacuated,  but  Sir  Guy  Carleton  has  informed 
our  Commander-in-Chief,  that  he  shall  get  clear  of  it,  in  all  this 
month,  though  I  think  they  will  not  dare  to  stay  much  beyond  the 
15th  instant. 

Tours,  be, 

E.B. 


hstructwM.     Wednesday,  October  29,  1783. 

<<  On  the  report  of  the  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington, 
Mr.  A.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  resolu- 
tions, passed  on  the  39th  of  September  and  1st  October  instant. 

By  the  United  &atei  in  Congress  assembled: 

To  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  at 
the  Court  of  Versailles,  empowered  to  negotiate  a  peace,  or  to  any 
one  or  more  of  them, 

First.  You  are  instructed  and  authcmzed  to  announce  to  his 
Imperial  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Germany,  or  to  hb  Ministers,  the 
high  s^nse  which  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  entertain 
of  his  exalted  character  and  eminent  virtues,  and  their  earnest  desire 
to  cultivate  his  friendship,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  subjects  of  his  Imperial 
Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  these  United  States. 
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Secondly.  Tou  are  instructed  to  meet  die  advances  and  encourage 
the  disposition  of  the  other  commercial  powers  of  Europe,  for  entering 
into  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  with  these  United  States. 

In  negotiations  on  this  subject,  you  will  lay  it  down  as  a  principle 
in  no  case  to  be  deviated  from,  that  they  shall  respectively  have  for 
their  basis,  the  mutual  advantage  of  the  contracting  parties,  on  terms 
of  the  most,  perfect  equality  and  recipnx^ity,  and  not  to  be  repugnant 
to  any  of  the  treaties  already  entered  into  by  the  United  States  with 
France  and  other  foreign  Powers.  That  such  treaties  shall,  in  the 
first -instance,  be  proposed  for  a  term  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  and 
shall  not  be  finally  conclusive  until  they  shall  respectively  have  been 
transmitted  to  tiie  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  their 
examinaticm  and  final  direction,  and  that  with  the  drau^ts  or  propo- 
mticms  for  such  treaties  shall  be  transmitted  all  tiie  information  which 
shall  come  within  the  knowledge  of  the  said  Ministers  respecting  the 
same,  and  their  observations,  after  the  most  mature  inquiry  on  the 
probable  advantages  or  disadvantages  and  effects  of  such  treaties 
lespectivdy. 

Thirdly.  You  are  instructed  to  Continue  to  press  upon  the  Minis- 
ters of  his  Danish  Majesty  the  justice  of  causbg  satisfaction  to  be 
made  for  the  value  c^  the  ships  and  goods  captured  by  the  Alliance 
firigate  and  s^it  into  Bergen,  and  how  essentially  it  concerns  the 
iKmor  of  the  United  States  tiiat  their  gallant  citizens  should  not  be 
deprived  of  any  part  of  tiiose  prizes  which  they  had  so  jusUy  acquired 
by  their  valor.  That,  as  far  as  Congress  have  been  informed,  the 
estimate  of  those  prizes  at  fifty  tiiousand  pounds  sterling  is  not  immod- 
erate ;  that  no  more,  however,  is  desired,  than  their  true  value,  af^ 
ev^  deduction  which  shall  be  thought  equitable.  That  Congress 
have  a  sincere  disposition  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  his  Danish 
Majesty,  and  to  promote  a  commercial  intercourse  between  his  sub- 
jects and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  oa  terms  which  shall 
promise  mutual  advantage  to  both  nations. 

That  it  is,  therefore,  the  wish  of  Congress  that  this  claim  should 
still  be  referred  to  the  equitable  disposition  of  his  Danish  Majesty,  io 
full  confid^ice  that  the  reasonable  expectations  of  the  parties  inter- 
ested will  be  fully  answered.  Accordingly,  you  are  fully  Authorized 
and  directed,  after  exming  your  best  endeavors  to  enforce  the  said 
claim,  lb  the  extent  it  shall  appear  to  you  to  be  well  founded,  to  make 
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abatements,  if  necessary,  and,  ultimately,  to  accept  such  compensa- 
tion as  his  Danish  Majesty  can  be  prevailed  on  to  grant. 

Fourthly.  You  are  farther  instructed  to  enquire  and  report  to 
Congress  the  reasons  why  the  expediticm  of  the  Alliance  and  Bon 
Homme  Richard,  and  like  squadron  which  accompanied  them,  was 
carried  on  at  the  expense  and  on  account  of  die  Court  of  France? 
Whether  any  part  of  the  profit  arismg  therefirom,  accrued  to  the 
United  States ;  or  any  of  the  expense  thereof  hath  been  placed  to 
theur  account ;  whether  the  proceeds  of  any  of  Ae  prizes  taken  in 
that  expedition,  and  which  b  due  to  the  American  officers  and  seameo 
employed  therein,  b  deposited  in  Europe ;  and  what  amount,  where, 
and  in  whose  hands  ? 

Fifthly.  The  acqubiuon  of  support  to  the  independence  of  die 
United  States  having  been  th^  primary  object  of  the  mstructions  ta 
our  Minbters,  respecting  the  convention  of  the  neutral  maritimo 
powers,  for  maintaining  the  fireedom  of  commerce,  you  will  observe 
that  the  necessity  of  such  support  is  superseded  by  the  treaties  lately 
entered  into  i(x  restoring  peace.  And  although  Congress  approve  of 
the  principles  of  that  convention  as  it  was  founded  on  the  liberal  basb 
(^  the  maintenance  of  the  rights  of  neutral  nations,  and  of  the  privi* 
leges  of  commerce,  yet  they  are  unwilling  at  tliis  juncture  to  beccwne 
a  party  to  a  confederacy  which  may  hereafter  too  far  complicate  the 
interests  of  the  United  States  with  the  politics  of  Europe ;  and  there* 
fore,  if  such  a  progress  b  not  already  made  in  this  busmess  as  may 
render  it  dishonorable  to  recede,  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress,  and  their 
instruction  to  each  of  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  the 
respective  Courts  in  Europe,  that  no  farther  measures  be  taken  at 
present  towards  the  admbsion  of  the  United  States  into  that  con* 
federacy. 

Sixthly.  The  Ministers  of  these  States  for  negotiating  a  peace 
with  Great  Britain  are  hereby  instructed,  authorized,  and  directed,  te 
urge  forward  the  definitive  treaty  to  a  speedy  c<»clusion,  and  unless 
there  shall  be  an  immediate  prospect  of  obtabing  articles  or  explana* 
tions  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  m  addition  to  the  provbionai 
articles,  that  they  shall  agree  to  adopt  the  provbionai  articles  as  the 
substance  of  a  definitive  treaty  of  peace. 

Seventhly.  The  Mmister  or  Ministers  of  these  United  States,  for 
negotiating  a  peace,  are  hereby  instructed  to  negotiate  an  explanatioQ 
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of  the  fiJlowing  paragraph  of  the  declaradon  acceded  to  by  them  on  the 
80th  January,  1783,  rektive  to  captures,  viz :  <<  That  the  term  should 
be  one  month  fixHu  the  Channel  and  North  Sea,  as  far  as  the  Canary 
Islands  incJusively,  whether  in  the  Octon  or  the  Mediterranean." 

Eighthly.  Mr.  Jay  is  hereby  authorized  to  direct  Mr.  Carmichael 
lo  repair  to  Paris,  should  Mr.  Jay  be  of  opinion  that  the  interest  of 
Ibe  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Madrid  may  not  be  injured  by  Mc 
Caimichael's  absence,  and  that  Mr.  Carmichael  carry  with  him  the 
books  uid  vouchers  necessary  to  make  a  final  and  complete  settlement 
of  the  account  of  public  moneys  which  have  passed  through  the  hands 
of  Mr.  Jay  and  himself,  and  that  Mr.  Barclay  attend  Mr.  Jay  and 
Mr.  Carmichael  to  ac^ust  these  accounts. 

Himikbf.  Mr.  Jay  has  leave  to  go  to  Bath  should  he  find  it  neces* 
lary  for  the  b^efit  of  his  health. 

Ordered,  That  the  fifth  instruction  be  also  directed  to  Mr.  Dana» 
and  that  with  it  be  sent  a  copy  of  the  other  instructions,  for  bis 
infixmation." 

o 

Translation. 

FBOM  TH£  crrr  of  haxbubo  to  congress. 

Right  Noble,  High,  Mighty, 

Most  Honorable  Lords, 

Since  by  the  preliimnary  articles  of  peace  lately  between  the  high 
beUigerent  Powers  concluded,  the  illustrious  United  States  of  North 
America  have  been  acknowledged  firee,  sovereign,  and  independent, 
and  now,  since  European  Powers  are  courting  in  rivalry  the  fiiendship 
of  your  High  Mightinesses, 

We,  impressed  with  the  most  lively  sensations  on  the  illustrious 
event,  the  wonder  of  this,  and  the  most  remote  fiiture  ages,  and 
desirous  fully  to  testify  the  part  which  we  take  therein,  do  hereby 
offer  your  High  Mightinesses  our  service  and  attachment  to  the  cause. 

And  in  the  most  sincere  disposition  of  the  heart,  we  take  the  honor 
to  wish,  so  far  as  fix)m  omnipotent  Providence  we  do  pray,  that  the 
most  illustrious  Republic  of  the  United  States  of  America  may,  during 
the  remotest  c^turies,  enjoy  all  imaginable  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  that  sov^rdgnty  which  they  gained  by  prudence  and  courage. 
That  by  the  wisdom  and  active  patriotism  of  your  illustrious  Congress 
it  may  forever  flourish  and  increase,  and  that  the  High  Mighty  Regents 
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of  tbe^  free  United  States  may  with  ease  and  in  abundance  enjoy 
all  manner  of  tempcnral  happiness ;  and  at  tike  same  time  we  most 
obsequiously  recommend  our  city  to  a  perpetual  friendly  intelligenoe, 
and  her  trade  and  navigation  in  matters  reciprocally  advantageousi  to 
your  favor  and  countenance. 

In  order  to  show  that  such  mutual  commerce  with  the  merchant 
houses  of  this  place  may  undoubtedly  be  of  ccnnmon  benefit,  your 
High  Mightinesses  will  be  pleased  to  give  us  leave  to  mark  out  some 
advantages  of  this  trading  city. 

Here  governs  a  free,  unrestrained  republican  comm^fce,  charged 
vrith  but  few  duties. 

Hamburg's  situation  upon  the  river  Elbe  is  as  if  it  were  m  the 
centre  of  the  Baltic  and  the  North  Sea,  and  as*  canals  are  cut  from 
the  river  through  the  city,  goods  may  be  brought  m  ships  to  the 
magazines  in  town,  and  from  thence  again  to  all  parts  of  the  worid. 

Hamburg  carries  on  its  trade  with  economy ;  it  is  the  mart  of  goods 
of  all  countries  where  they  can  be  purchased  not  only  of  good  quality^ 
but  sometimes  cheaper  than  at  first  hand*  ^ 

Here  linen,  woolen  goods,  calicoes,  glass,  coppear,  and  all  other 
numerous  produce,  manufactured  and  context  wares  of  the  whole 
German  Empire,  are  brought  m  by  Portuguese,  Spaniards,  the  Eng- 
lish, Dutch,  French,  and  other  nations,  and  fit>m  hence  further  trans* 
ported,  in  exchange  whereof  considenU)le  quantities  of  North  American 
goods,  much  wanted  in  Germany,  may  be  taken. 

Mr.  Penet,  who  in  your  country  is  honored  with  several  offices,  has 
sojourned  here  for  some  time,  and  with  all  who  had  the  honor  of  his 
acquaintance  borne  the  character  of  an  intelligent,  skillful,  imd  for 
reciprocally  advantageous  commerce,  well  disposed  and  zealous  man^ 
will  certainly  have  the  complaisance  to  give  your  High  Mightinesses 
further  explanation  of  the  advantages  of  this  trading  place,  which  we 
have  but  briefly  touched  upon. 

We  now  intercessionally  and  most  obsequiously  request  your  High 
Mightinesses  to  favor  and  countenance  the  trade  of  our  merchants 
and  to  suffer  them  to  enjoy  all  such  rights  and  liberties  as  you  allow 
to  merchants  of  nations  in  amity,  which  in  gratitude  and  with  zeal  we 
will  in  our  place  endeavor  to  retribute,  not  doubting  that  such  mutual 
intercourse  may  be  eflfected  since  a  good  beginning  thereof  is  already 
made  on  both  sides  by  the  friendly  reception  of  the  vessels  that  have 
arrived  in  either  countries. 
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In  further  testimony  of  our  most  attentive  obsequiousness  and  sincere 
attachment,  we  baye  deputed  our  citizen,  John  Abraham  de  Boor, 
who  is  charged  with  the  concerns  of  a  considerable  merchant  house, 
who,  like  several  other  merchant  houses  of  good  report  and  solidity 
m  this  city,  are  desirous  of  entering  with  merchants  of  your  countries 
into  reciprocal  comm^x^e*  He  is  to  have  tiie  honor  to  present  to 
your  High  Mightinesses  tiiis  our  most  obsequious  missive.  Wherefore 
we  most  eamestiy  recommend  him  to  your  favorable  reception.  He 
has  it  from  us  in  express  charge  most  respectfiilly  to  give  your  High 
Mistinesses,  if  required,  such  upright  and  accurate  accounts  of  our 
8ituati<Hi  and  constitutions,  as  may  be  depended  upon,  and  at  die  same 
time  in  person  to  testify  the  assurance  of  the  most  perfect  respect  and 
attachmrat,  with  which  attentively,  we  remain,  right  noble,  hi^, 
mighty,  most  honorable  lords,  your 

Most  obsequious  and  devoted, 

BuRGOXASTERS  and  Senate 
Of  the  imperial  free  city  of  the  Empire. 
Given  under  our  City  Seal  > 
March  29, 1783.      $ 


Specification  qf  Goods  more  profitably  to  be  drawn  from  Hamburg 
than  from  any  other  market  y  viz: 

German  Cloths  of  every  quality  and  color,  the  ordinary  sort  of  which 
m  particular  to  be  had  cheaper  than  anywhere  else ;  and  the  Bra- 
bant Cloth  we  have  at  first  hand ;  all  sorts  of  Woolens  fit  for  lining, 
such  as  Serges,  &;c.,  and  a  kind  of  Baize,  near  like  the  English^ 
but  29  per  cent,  cheaper. 

Cotton  Stuffi  of  ^veiy  kmd,  manufactured  in  Germany. 

Flannels,  Friezes,  Blankets,  Woolen  Stockings  and  Caps. 

rhread  Stockings ;  Shoes  and  Slippers. 

All  sorts  of  Ribbands. 

Coarse  Linens,  such  as  Sack  Linen,  from  the  coarsest  to  the  lightest 
quality,  and  Saxonian  Sail  Cloth. 

Silesia  Diaper,  of  different  qualities  and  patterns. 

Loom  Dowlas ;  Sleeked  ditto ;  Rough  ditto ;  Quadruple  Tandems ; 
Brown  Silesias,  go  in  great  quantities  to  London,  firom  thence  they 
go  exported  to  America* 
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All  sorts  of  Striped  and  Chequered  Linens,  viz:  Bleached  Linens, 
otherwise  called  fil  d'epreuve ;  Arabias,  Sailors'  Linens ;  Coutils^ 

Westphalia  Linens,  at  various  prices,  viz :  Osnaburgs ;  Ticklenburgs ; 
Ravensburgs ;  Hessens ;  Wahr^dorps ;  Bielefelds ;  Quadruples,  or 
Brunswick. 

Silesia  Linens,  viz :  Bretagnas ;  Plattillas  Royales ;  Creas  a  la  Mcnlaix ; 
Bouens  Cbolets ;  Estopilles,  or  Cambricks.  Imitating  the  French 
Linens  under  the  same  denomination,  but  are  one  third  cheaper  here. 

Gingas;  Tortillas,  fit  for  bedding. 

Handkerchiefs  of  all  colors,  S^. 

Chintzes  and  Calicoes  of  various  patterns,  whole  pieces,  as  wdl  as 
for  gowns ;  likewise  white  Calicoes,  Handerchieis,  &c. 

Russia  Duck;  Ravensduck;  Flaams;  Cables;  Cordage;  Anchors; 
and,  in  short,  every  requisite  for  fitting  out  ships. 

All  sorts  of  Goods  the.Danish  and  Swedish  East  India  Companies 
import  from  thence  and  China,  of  which  the  chief  articles  are  Tea 
and  Salt  Petre ;  Hartz ;  Lead,  which  always  comes  cheaper  than 
the  English ;  Small  Shot ;  Tin,  Tm-plate ;  Steel ;  Iron  assorted  i 
Scythes,  and  eyery  kind  of  coarse  Iron-ware;  Nails;  Needles; 
Iron-wire ;  Brass-wire,  &c. 

Paper  of  every  kind,  such  as  Writing  Paper,  Colored,  Gilt,  and  Sil- 
vered Paper ;  Paper  for  Tapestry,  &lc. 

All  sorts  of  Bohemian  and  other  German  Glasses,  for  Windows, 
Looking  Glasses,  Bottles,  Decanters,  Wme  and  Beer  Glasses,  &;c., 
German  Earthenware,  China,  &c.;  Russia  Mats,  and,  m  short,  all 
Russian  products ;  Rhenish  Wine ;  Refined  Sugars ;  all  sorts  of 
Haberdashery  ware,  which  are  made  very  good  and  cheap  in 
Germany. 

Toys  of  every  kmd;  besides. many  more  articles,  too  prolix  to  be 
specified. 


FROM  EUAS  BOUDINOT,  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  THE  HONORABLE 

THE   BURGOMASTERS    AND    SENATE    OF    THE    IMPERIAL    FREE    CITT, 

HAMBURG. 

Prinetton,  lit  Novtmbtr,  1783. 
Gentlemen,  • 

I  have  the  honor  of  acknowledgmg  the  receipt  of  your  very  respect- 

fill  and  polite  letter  of  the  29th  of  March  last,  by  the  hands  of  your 

faithful  citizen  and  missionary,  Mr.  De  Boor. 
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Congress  received  this  very  generous  and  candid  communication 
with  all  that  pleasure  and  attentbn  which  so  great  proffers  of  friend* 
ship  bom  the  honorable  the  Burgomast^^  and  Senate  of  the  imperial 
fne  city  of  Hamburg,  jusdy  demanded  from  the  United  States  of 
America. 

Ccmgress  did  not  delay  to  take  this  honorable  tender  of  affection 
and  esteem  of  the  worthy  Burgomasters  and  Senate  under  dieir  imme* 
diate  just  consideration ;  and  I  am  now  honored  by  the  commands  of 
CiHigress  to  make  known  to  the  respectable  representatives  of  this 
great  and  imperial  city,  in  terms  expressive  of  "the  most  sincare 
regard,  the  high  satis&ction  with  which  the  United  States  in  CoagKSM 
assembled,  received  the  annunciation  of  their  friendship  and  attach- 
ment, and  thenr  a£^tibnate  ecHigratulaticms  on  thd  establishment  o( 
the  liberty  and  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America.  That 
having  founded  the  commercial  system  of  diese  States  on  the  basb 
of  equality  and  reciprocity.  Congress  will  cheerlully  meet  die  wishes 
of  the  Burgomasters  and  Senate  of  Hamburg,  and  unite  with  them 
in  encouraging  the  most  friendly  intercourse  between  the  ciua&tis  of 
the  respective  countries,  on  such  liberal  principles  as  will  best  pro- 
mote their  mutual  advantage  and  prosperity;  and  that  it  is  the  earnest 
prayer  of  tfie  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  imperial 
free  city  of  Hamburg,  may  continue  to  increase  m  commerce  and 
splendor,  and  be  blest  with  uninterrupted  tranquillity." 

It  is  with  the  most  sensible  pleasure  I  make  this  communication, 
and  hope  and  pray  that  a  solid  foundation  will  be  laid  for  the  firm 
establishment  of  friendship  and  communion  between  the  citizens  of 
our  republics. 

May  God  Almighty  keep  the  honorable  Burgomasters  and  Senate 
of  the  imperial  free  city,  Hamburg,  in  his  holy  protection. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iic, 

E.B. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

October  39tli,  1783. 

<<On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  S.  Huntingdon, 
Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom  was  reined  a-  letter  fi^om  the 
Burgomasters  and  Senate  of  the  imperial  fi«e  ci^  of  Hamburgh 
Vol.  L— 4 
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Resohedy  That  the  President,  in  terms  expressive  of  the  most  sin- 
cere regard,  communicate  to  the  Burgomasters  and  Senate  of  the 
imperial  free  city  of  Hamburg,  the  high  satisfaction  with  which  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  are  impressed  by  the  annuncia- 
tion of  theu*  friendship  and  attachment,  and  their  affectionate  con- 
gratulations on  the  establishment  of  the  liberty  and  independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America*  Hiat  having  founded  the  commer- 
cial system  of  these  States  on  the  basis  of  equality  and  reciprocity, 
Congress  will  cheerfully  meet  the  wishes  of  the  Burgomasters  and 
Senate  of  Hamburg,  and  unite  with  them  in  ^couraging  the  most 
friendly  intercourse  betweeir  the  citizens  of  the  respective  countries, 
on  such  liberal  principles  as  will  best  promote  their  mutual  advantage 
and  prosperity ;  and  that  it  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  die  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  that  the  imperial  free  city  of  Hamburg  may 
continue  to  mcrease  in  commerce  and  splendor,  and  be  blessed  with 
uninterrupted  tranquillity. 

Resohedy  That  a  conmiittee  be  appointed  to  confer  with  Mr*  Jcim 
Abraham  de  Boor,  charged  by  the  said  Burgomasters  and  Senate 
with  their  said  letter  to  Congress,  on  the  subject-Vnatter  thereof;  and 
^t  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  transmitted  to  Mn  De  Boon" 


tBOM  THOXAS  mFFLIN^  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGKESS,  TO  THE  tflNISTER 

OF  FRANCE. 

AnnapolLi,  Dectmbcr  34Ui,  1763. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  yesterday,  at  twelve  o'clock, 
his  Excellency  General  Washmgton  has  had  a  public  audience  of 
Congress  when  he  resigned  hb  commission,  and  took  a  solemn  leave 
of  public  life.  I  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  copy  of  the  General's 
address  to  Congress  and  a  copy  of  their  answer. 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect,  &c., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 

N.  B.  A  similar  letter  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  General's  address 
to  Congress,  and  a  copy  of  their  answ;er,  was  written  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Minister  of  the  United  Netherlands. 
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Extract  fnm  the  Joumah  of  Congress,  December  23 J,  1783. 

''  According  to  order,  his  Excellency  the  Command^E^in-Chief  was 
admitted  to  a  public  audience,  and  being  seated,  the  President,  zSteat 
a  pause,  informed  him  that  the  United  States  in  C(Higress  assembled, 
were  prepared  to  receive  his  communications :  whereupon  be  arose 
and  addressed  the  Chair,  as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  ^^. 

The  great  events  on  which  my  resignation  depended  having  at 
length  taken  place,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  offering  my  sincere  con- 
gratulaticms  to  Ck)ngress,  and  of  presenting  myself  befinre  them,  to 
surrender  into  their  hands  the  trust  committed  to  me,  and  to  claim 
the  indulgence  of  retiring  from  the  service  of  my  country. 

Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and  sovereignty, 
and  pleased  with  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United  States  of  becom- 
ing a  respectable  nation,  I  resign  with  satisfaction  the  appointment  I 
accepted  with  diffidence ;  a  diffidence  in  my  abilities  to  accomplish 
80  arduous  a  ta^ ;  which,  however,  was  superseded  by  a  confidence 
in  the  rectitude  of  our  cause,  the  support  of  the  supreme  power  of 
the  Union,  and  the  patronage  of  Heaven. 

The  successful  tennination  of  the  war  has  verified  the  most  san- 
guine expectations ;  and  my  gratitude  for  the  interposition  of  Provi- 
dence, and  the  assistance  I  have  received  fix)m  my  countrymen, 
increases  with  every  review  of  the  momentous  contest. 

While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  army  in  general,  I  should  do 
mjustice  to  my  own  feelings  not  to  acknowledge  in  this  place,  the 
peculiar  services  and  distinguished  merits  of  the  gentiemen  who  have 
been  attached  to  my  perscm  during  die  war.  It  was  impossible  the 
choice  of  confidential  dficers  to  compose  my  family  should  have 
been  more  fortunate.  Permit  me,  sir,  to  recommend  in  particular, 
those  who  have  continued  in  the  service  to  the  present  moment,  as 
worthy  of  the  favorable  notice  and  patronage  of  Congress. 

I  consider  it  an  mdispensable  duty  to  close  this  last  act  of  my  offi- 
cial life  by  conhnending  the  interests  of  our  dearest  country  to  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  those  who  have  the  superintendence 
of  them  to  his  holy  keeping. 

Having  now  finished  the  woric  assigned  me,  I  retire  fipom  the  great 
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theatre  of  action^  and  bidding  an  afiecti(»iate  farewell  to  this  august 
body>  under  whose  orders  I  have  so  long  acted,  I  here  offer  mj  com- 
mission, and  take  my  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  life. 

He  th^n  advanced  and  delivered  to  the  President  hb  commission, 
with  a  copy  of  his  address,  and  having  resumed  his  place,  the  Presi- 
^nt  returned  him  the  following  answer: 
Sir, 

The  United  States  m  Congress  assembled,  receive  with  emotions 
too  affecting  for  utterance,  the  solemn  resignation  of  the  authorities 
under  which  you  have  led  their  troops  with  success  through  a  perilous 
and  doubtful  war.  Called  upcHi  by  your  country  to  defend  its  invaded 
rights,  you  accepted  the  sacred  charge,  before  it  had  formed  alliances, 
and  whilst  it  was  without  funds  or  a  government  to  support  you. 
You  have  conducted  the  great  military  contest  with  wisdom  and  for- 
titude, invariably  regaxdmg  the  rights  of  the  civil  power  through  all 
disasters  and  changes.  You  have,  by  the  love  and  confidence  of 
your  fellow-citizens,  enabled  them  to  display  their  martial  genius, 
and  transmit  their  fame  to  posterity.  You  have  persevered,  till  these 
United  States,  aided  by  a  magnanimous  King  and  nation,  have  been 
^bled,  under  a  just  Providence,  to  close  the  war  in  freedom,  safety, 
and  independence;  on  which  happy  event,  we  sincerely  join  you  in 
congratulations. 

•  Having  defended  the  standard  of  liberty  in  this  new  world :  having 
taught  a  lesson  us^il  to  those  who  inflict,  and  to  those  who  feel 
oppression,  you  retire  fh^n  the  great  theatre  of  action  with  the  bless- 
ings of  your  fellow-citizens ;  but  the  glory  of  your  virtues  will  not 
tearmmate  with  your  military  command,  it  will  continue  to  animate 
remotest  ages. 

We  feel  with  you  our  obligations  to  the  army  in  general,  and  will 
particularly  charge  ourselves  with  the  interests  of  those  confidential 
officers  who  have  attended  your  person  to  thb  affecting  moment. 

We  join  you  in  commending  the  interests  of  our  dearest  country 
to 'the  protecti(m  of  Almighty  God,  beseeching  him  to  dispose  the 
hearts  and  minds  of  its  citizens  to  improve  the  opportunity  afforded 
Aem  of  becoming  a  happy  and  respectable  nation,  and  for  you  we 
address  to  him  our  earnest  prayers,  that  a  life  so  beloved  may  be  fos<- 
tered  with  all  his  care ;  that  your  days  may  be  as  happy  as  they  have 
been  illustrious ;  and  that  he  will  finally  give  you  that  reward  which 
^bis  world  cannot  give." 
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FBOK  THOICAS  1II7FLIN,  PRESIDENT   OF   C0NGBES8,  TO  THE  MINISTEB 

OF  FRANCE. 

Annapolif ,  Janiiary  14, 1784. 
Sir, 

This  day,  nine  States  being  represented  in  Congress,  viz :  MassH* 
chusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Mary* 
land,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolina,  together  with  one 
member  from  New  Hampshire  and  one  member  firom  New  Jersey,  the 
treaty  of  peace  was  ratified  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members. 
This  being  done.  Congress,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  ordered  a  procb'^ 
mation  to  be  issued,  enjoining  the  strict  and  faithful  observance 
thereof,  and  published  an  earnest  recommendation  to  the  several 
States  in  the  very  words  of  the  fifth  article. 

Congress  have  appointed  Colonel  Josiah  Harmar,  my  private  Sec* 
retary,  to  carry  the  ratification  to  our  Ministers  at  Paris,  and  I  have 
instructed  him  to  pursue  the  route  mariced  by  your  Excellency's  letter 
of  the  10th  instant,  and  upon  meeting  you,  to  wait  for  such  commands 
as  you  may  be  pleased  to  honor  him  with.  Let  me  entreat  your 
Excellency  to  give  Colonel  Harmar  a  recommendatory  letter  to  the 
Captain  of  the  packet  boat  at  New  York,  that  he  may  have,  upon 
his  arrival  in  France,  the  most  expeditious  means  provided  for  his 
journey  to  Paris. 

I  will  employ  a  proper  person  to  secure  two  or  three  comfortable 
rooms  for  you,  and  if  I  can  be  so  happy  as  to  hear  of  your  arrival  at 
Baltimore,  I  will  take  care  that  a  person  shall  be  on  the  road,  near 
Annapolis,  to  conduct  you  to  the  house  which  may  be  provided  for 
you. 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect,  &c., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


nxm  THOMAS  MIFFLIN,  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANK* 
LIN,  JOHN  ADAMS,  AND  JOHN  JAY. 

Aoaapolif ,  Janoary  14, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 
This  day  nine  States  being  represented,  viz :  Massachusetts^  Rhode 
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Island,  Connecticut,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  and  South  Carolma,  together  with  one  member  from 
New  Hampshire,  and  one  member  from  New  Jersey,  the  treaty  of 
peace  was  ratified  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members.  Th'is 
being  done,  Congress,  by  an  unanimous  vote,  ordered  a  proclamation 
to  be  issued,  enjoining  the  strict  and  faithful  observance  thereof,  and 
published  an  earnest  recommendation  to  the  several  States,  in  the 
very  words  of  the  fifth  article. 

They  have  likewise  resolved,  that  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  shall  be  sent  by  a  proper  person  to  our  commissioners  at  Paris, 
to  be  exchanged,  and  have  appointed  Colonel  Josiah  Harmar  to  that 
service.  He  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  to  you  the  ratification, 
together  with  copies  of  the  proclamation  of  Congress,  and  of  their 
recommendation  to  the  States,  conformably  to  the  5th  article. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  Colonel  Harmar  as  a  brave  and 
deserving  officer,  and  am  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem, 
Gentlemen,  your  most  obedient,  8tc., 

THOMAS  MIFFUN. 


By  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembkd. 

▲  PBOCLJJUTION. 

Whereas,  definitive  ardcles  of  peace  and  fiiendship  between  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  his  Britannic  Majesty,  were  concluded 
and  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  third  day  of  September,  1783,  by  the 
Plenipotentiaries  of  the  said  United  States  and  of  his  said  Britannic 
Majesty,  duly  and  respectively  authorized  for  that  purpose,  which 
definitive  articles  are  in  the  words  fbllowmg :  (see  Treaty,  Joumab 
of  Congress,  Vol.  iv.  p.  323,)  and  we  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  having  seen  and  duly  considered  the  definitive  articles 
aforesaid,  did,  by  a  certain  act  under  the  seal  of  the  United  States 
bearing  date  this  14th  day  of  January,  1784,  approve,  ratify  and 
confirm  the  same  and  every  part  and  clause  thereof,  engaging  and 
promising  that  we  would  sincerely  and  faithfully  perform  and  observe 
the  same,  and  never  sufiTer  them  to  be  violated  by  any  one  or  trans* 
grossed  in  any  manner  as  far  as  should  be  m  our  power;  and  b^ng 
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sincerely  disposed  to  carry  the  said  articles  into  execution,  truly, 
honestly,  and  with  good  faith,  according  io  the  intent  and  meaning 
di^reof,  we  have  thought  proper  by  these  presents  to  notify  the 
premises  to  all  the  good  citiz^is  of  these  United  States,  hereby 
requiring  and  enjoining  all  bodies  of  magistracy,  legislative,  executive, 
and  judiciary,  all  persons  bearing  oflke,  civil  or  military,  of  whatever 
rank,  degree,  or  power,  and  all  others  the  good  citizens  of  these  States 
of  every  vocation  and  condition,  that,  reverencing  those  stipulations 
entered  into  on  their  behalf  under  the  authcHrity  (^  that  federal  bond 
by  which  their  existence  as  an  independent  people  is  bound  up 
together,  and  is  known  and  acknowledged  by  the  nations  of  the 
worid,  and  with  that  good  iaith,  which  is  every  man's  surest  guide, 
within  their  several  offices,  jurisdictions,  and  vocations,  they  carry 
mto  effect  the  said  definitive  articles  and  every  clause  and  sentence 
th^eof  sincerely,  strictly,  and  completely.  Given  under  the  seal  of 
the  United  States. 

Witness  his  Excellency,  Hiomas  Mifflm,  our  President,  at  Annap- 
olis, this  14th  day  of  January^  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four,  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  eighth. 


WBXm  TBOICAS  mrFLIN,  PRESIDKNT  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANK- 
UN  AND  /OHN  ADAMS,  PARIS. 

AnnapolLi,  March  30, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  16th 

iDSt,  together  with  copies  of  several  papers  to  which  that  act  refers. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  be, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN, 


Ad  of  Congreu.    Tuesday,  March  16,  1784. 

<'  Congress  assembled ;  present  as  yesterday. 

On  the  report  of  a  Committee,  consbting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Jef- 
Csrson,  Mr.  Sherman,  Mr.  Read,  and  Mr.  Williamson,  to  whom  were 
referred  a  letter  of  November  1st,  and  one  of  December  S5th,  iiom 
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Dr.  Franklin,  with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  together  wid)  a  letter  (^ 
80th  October,  and  one  of  14th  November,  from  Thomas  Barclay. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inconsistent  with  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  to  appoint  any  person  not  a  citizen  thereof,  to  the  office  of 
Minister,  Charge  d' Affaires,  Consul,  Vice  C(xisul,  or  to  any  oth^ 
civil  department  in  a  foreign  country,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolve 
be  transmitted  to  Messrs.  Adams,  Franklin,  and  Jay,  Minivers  of  the 
said  States  in  Europe. 

That  the  said  Ministers  be  instructed  to  inform  Mr.  William 
Hodgden,  merchant  of  London,  that  Congress  have  a  grateful  sense 
of  his  benevolent  and  humane  attention  to  the  citizens  of  these  United 
States,  who  ^ere  prisoners  in  Great  Britain  during  the  late  war. 

That  a  copy  of  the  application  of  the  Danish  Minister  to  Doctor 
Franklin,  and  of  a  paragraph  of  his  letter  to  Congress,  oa  the  subject 
of  the  capture  of  the  Danish  ship  Providentia,  be  sent  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  of  Massachusetts,  who  are  requested  to  order  duplicate  and 
authentic  copies  of  the  proceedmgs  of  their  Court  of  Admiralty, 
respecting  the  said  ship  and  cargo,  to  be  sent  to  Congress. 

That  a  <M>py  of  all  the  letters  from  Mr.  Robert  Montgomery,  of 
Alicant,  with  their  enclosures^  to  Congress,  and  the  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  be  transmitted  to  the  said  Ministers,  who  are 
instructed  to  inquire  on  what  grounds  Mr.  Montgomery  has  under- 
taken to  write  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  to  tlie  Emperor  of 
Morocco  a  letter  by  which  their  character  and  interest  may  be  so 
materially  affected,  and  to  take  such  measures  thereon  as  may  be 
proper  and  consistent  with  the  interest  of  the  said  States. 

That  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Thomas  Barclay,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  in  France,  of  the  20th  of  October  last,  to  Congress,  be 
transmitted  to  the  said  Ministers,  who  are  instructed  to  take  necessary 
measures  for  obtaining  free  ports  in  that  kingdom,  one  or  more  on  the 
Atlantic,  and  one  on  die  Mediterranean." 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs. 

Fthmwry  11, 1781. 

''The  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Jeffei'son,  and  Mr. 
Lee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  from  the  honorable  the  Mmister 
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of  France,  dated  30th  January,  bformiog  that  <his  Most  Christian 
Majesty,  from  a  desire  to  favor  the  progress  of  commerce  between 
hb  realm  and  these  United  States,  has  nominated  four  Consuls  and 
five  Vice  Consuls  to  teside  in  the  towns  of  (his  continent  where  he 
has  judged  their  presence  to  be  necessary;  and  that  he  has  appointed 
Mr.  de  Marbois  Consul  General  of  the  thirteen  United  States,'  report : 

That  they  have  conferred  with  Mr.  de  Marbois,  who  produced  to 
them  four  commissions  for  the  said  Consuls,  and  five  brevets  for  the 
Vice  Consuls,  whereby  it  appears  that  the  said  Sieur  de  Marbois  is 
appointed  Consul  General  of  France  for  the  thirteen  United  States  of 
America.  The  Sieur  de  L'Etombe,  Consul  of  France,  for  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island ;  the  Sieur  de 
St.  Jean  de  Crevecoeur,  Consul  of  France,  for  the  States  of  Connec- 
ticut, New  York,  and  New  Jersey;  the  said  Sieur  de  Marbois,  Ccuisul 
of  France,  for  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware ;  and  the 
Chevalier  D'Annemours,  Consul  dT  France,  for  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia. Also,  that  the  Sieur  To^an  is  appointed  Vice  Consul  at 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;  the  Sieur  de  Marbois  Vice  Consul 
at  Rhode  Island;  the  Sieur  Oster,  Vice  Consul  at  Richmond,  in 
Vurginia;  the  Sieur  Petry,  Vice  Consul  at  Wilmington,  m  North 
Candina ;  and  the  Sieur  de  la  Floret,  Vice  Consul  at  Savannah,  in 
Georgia :     Whereupon — 

Btsohedy  That  the  commissions  and  brevets  of  the  said  officers  be 
registered  in  the  Secretary's  Office ;  and  that  thereupon  acts  of  recog- 
pition,  in  due  form,  be  immediately  issued  to  the  States  concerned,  in 
order  that  they  may  furnish  them  respectively  with  their  Exequatur 
or  notification  of  their  quality,  that  the  same  may  be  made  known 
and  published.'^ 


rBOM  BENJAMIK  YRAMXUN  TO  THE  PRB8IDENT  OV  CONOBXSS. 

Pas8X»  Novembtr  1, 1783. 
Sir, 
Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  my  last,  which  went  by  the  English  packet. 
I  heard  after  I  wrote  it,  that  the  French  packet  putting  back  by  con* 
trary  winds,  Mr.  Thaxter  had  an  opportunity  of  getting  on  board  her, 
and  that  she  sailed  the  26th  September.  The  mentioned  new  com* 
missicm  is  not  yet  come  to  hand.    Mr.  Hartley  is  not  returned,  and 
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I  hear,  will  stay  for  the  meeting  of  Parliament^  which  is  to  be  the 
1 1th  instant,  and  will  not  come  hither  till  the  recess  for  the  Christmas 
holidays. 

Mr.  Jay  went  to  England  about  three  weeks  smce  on  some  personal 
affairs,  and  Mr.  Adams  followed  last  week  to  see  that  country,  and 
take  some  exercise  during  this  vacancy  of  business. 

This  court  is  now  at  Fontainbleau,  but  will  return  to  Versailles  ia 
a  few  days.  Its  good  disposition  towards  us  continues.  The  late 
failure  of  payment  in  the  Caisse  d'Escompte,  an  institution  similar  to 
the  Bank  of  England,  occasioned  partly  by  its  having  gone  too  far 
in  assisting  the  Government  with  money,  and  the  inability  of  the 
Government  to  support  their  credit,  though  extremely  desirous  of 
domg  it,  is  a  fresh  proof  that  our  not  obtainmg  a  farther  loan  was  not 
occasioned  by  wadt  of  good  will  to  assist  us,  as  some  have  unjustly 
supposed,  but  by  a  real  want  of  the  means.  Money  is  at  present 
unaccountably  scarce  here ;  what  is  arrived  and  expected  in  Spain 
smce  the  peace,  it  is  thought  will  set  things  to  rights.  Hie  Gov- 
ernment has  proposed  a  second  lottery  for  this  year,  by  which  they 
borrow  twenty-four  millions,  and  is  filled  readily.  This  helps,  and 
the  Caisse  d'Escompte  goes  on  again  widi  its  operations ;  but  it  is 
said  the  interest  paid  by  the  lottery  plan  is  nearly  seven  per  cent. 

I  have  received  the  duplicate  of  your  Biccellency's  letter  of  the 
15th  July  to  the  Commissioners,  which  is  very  satisfactory,  though 
it  came  to  hand  but  lately.  The  first,  sent  via  New  York,  has  not 
yet  appeared.  I  have  sent  copies  of  it  to  the  Hague  and  Madrid* 
The  substance  is  published  in  several  papers. 

I  have  acquainted  the  Minister  of  Sweden,  that  I  have  received  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  and  he  has  written  to  me  that  he  shall  be  in 
town  in  a  few  days,  when  he  will  make  the  exchange.  The  con- 
clusion of  the  Danish  treaty  waits  only  for  the  commbsion  and 
instructions  from  CcHigress.  The  ambassador  of  Portugal  infi)rmed 
me  lately  that  his  Court  had  our  proposed  plan  under  consideration 
and  that  we  should  soon  hear  from  them.  I  sent  it  to  Congress  by 
Barney,  and  hear  the  ship  is  arrived.  A  commission  and  mstructions 
will  be  wanting  for  that  also,  should  the  Congress  be  dbposed  to 
conclude  a  treaty  with  that  nation. 

I  see  by  the  public  prints  that  the  Congress  have  ratified  the  con- 
tract I  made  with  the  minister  here  respecting  the  loans  and  aids  we 
had  received ;  but  the  ratification  itself^  though  directed  to  be  sent  to 
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me,  has  never  come  to  hand,  and  I  am  often  asked  for  it.     I  beg  it 
may  be  forwarded  by  the  first  opportunity. 

There  has  been  with  me  lately,  Mr.  Pierre  du  Calvet,  a  merchant 
of  Montreal,  who  when  our  army  was  in  Canada  fomished  our  Gen- 
erals and  officers  with  many  things  they  wanted,  taking  their  receipts 
and  promissory  notes  for  payment,  and  when  the  English  repossessed 
die  country,  he  was  impriscmed  and  his  estate  seized,  on  account  of 
the  services  he  had  rendered  us.  He  has  shewn  me  the  originals  of 
his  papers,  which  I  think  are  genuine.  He  produced  also  a  quantity 
of  Congress  paper,  which  he  says  he  received  in  payment  for  some  of 
the  supplies,  and  which  appeared  to  me  of  our  first  emissions,  and  yet 
all  (resh  and  clean,  as  having  passed  through  no  other  hands.  Whmi 
he  was  discharged  from  prison,  he  could  not  obtain  permission  to  go 
to  the  United  States  to  claim  the  debt,  but  was  allowed  to  go  to 
England,  and  from  thence  he  came  hither,  to  solicit  payment  firom 
me ;  having  no  authority  to  meddle  with  such  debts,  and  the  sum 
being  considerable,  I  refused  and  advised  him  to  take  passage  for 
America,  and  make  his  application  to  Congress.  He  said  he  was 
grown  old,  much  broken  and  weakened  by  near  three  years'  impris- 
onment, and  the  voyage  firom  Canada  to  London  had  like  to  have 
been  too  much  for.  him,  he  being  sick  all  the  way,  so  that  he  could 
BOt  think  of  another,  though  distressed  for  want  of  his  money.  He 
appears  an  honest  man,  and  his  case  a  hard  one.  I  have,  therefore, 
undertaken  to  forward  his  papers,*  and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend 
them  to  the  speedy  consideration  of  Congress,  to  whom  I  request  you 
would  be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects,  and  assure  them  of 
my  most  faithful  services. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  BENJAJON  FRANKLIN  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

PaMjT,  Dcctmber  35, 1783. 
Sir, 

Not  having  heard  of  the  appointment  of  a  new  Secretary  for  For- 

«gn  Afl^rs,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  thb  despatch  directly 

to  your  Excellency. 
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I  received  by  Captain  Barney  a  letter  fipom  the  late  President, 
directed  to  the  Commissioners,  dated  November  1st,  with  a  set  of 
instructions  dated  the  29th  of  October,  a  resolution  of  the  same  date 
respecting  Hamburg,  and  another  of  the  1st  November,  relating  to 
Captam  Paul  Jcmes,  all  which  will  be  duly  regarded.  Capt.  Jones, 
in  passing  through  England,  commimicated  these  papers  to  Mr. 
Adams,  then  at  London.  Mr.  Adams,  disappointed  in  not  finding 
among  them  the  commission  we  had  been  made  to  expect,  empower- 
ing us  to  make  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Eng^d,  wrote  to  me  that 
be  imagined  it  might  be  contained  in  a  packet  that  was  directed  to 
me,  and  requested  to  be  immediately  informed,  adding,  that  m  case 
no  such  commission  was  come,  he  should  depart  directly  for  Holland : 
so  I  suppose  he  is  now  there.  Mr.  Laurens  is  gone  to  England  with 
an  intention  of  embarking  for  America ;  Mr.  Jay  is  at  Bath,  but 
expected  here  daily.  The  English  Ministers  (the  Duke  of  Man- 
chester and  Mr.  Hartley)  are  both  at  pres^it  in  Parliament.  As 
soon  as  either  of  them  returns,  we  shall  endeavor  to  obtain  an  addi- 
tional article  to  the  treaty  explaining  that  mentioned  in  the  instruc- 
tions. 

The  affairs  of  Ireland  are  still  unsettled ;  the  Parliament  and  vol* 
onteers  are  at  variance,  the  letter  are  uneasy  that,  in  the  late  nego* 
tiations  for  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  England  and  America,  the 
British  Ministers  made  no  mention  of  Ireland,  and  they  seem  to  desire 
a  separate  treaty  of  commerce  between  America  and  that  kingdom. 

It  was  certainly  disagreeable  to  the  English  Ministers  that  all  their 
treaties  for  peace  were  carried  on  under  the  eye  of  the  French  courL 
This  began  to  appear  towards  the  conclusion,  when  Mr.  Hartley 
refused  going  to  Versailles,  to  sign  there  with  the  other  Powers  our 
definitive  treaty,  and  insisted  on  its  being  done  at  Paris,  which  we, 
in  good  humor,  complied  with,  but  at  an  earlier  hour,  that  we  might 
have  time  to  acquaint  Le  Comte  de  Vergennes,  before  he  was  to  sign 
with  the  Duke  of  Manchester.  The  Dutch  definitive  treaty  was  not 
then  ready,  and  the  British  Court  now  insisted  on  finishing  it  either 
at  London  or  the  Hague.  If,  therefore,  the  commission  to  us,  which 
has  been  so  long  delayed,  is  still  intended,  perhaps  it  will  be  well  to 
instruct  us  to  treat  either  here  or  at  London,  as  we  may  find  most 
convenient,  the  treaty  may  be  conducted  even  there  in  concert,  and 
in  the  confidence  of  communication  with  the  Mmisters  of  our  fiiends, 
whose  advice  may  be  of  use  to  us. 
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t^  With  respect  to  the  British  Court,  we  should,  I  think,  be  constantly 

,f  upon  our  guard,  and  impress  strongly  upon  our  minds,  th^t  though  it 
e  has  made  peace  with  us,  it  is  not  m  truth  reconciled  either  to  us  or 
f)  to  its  loss  of  us,  but  still  flatters  itself  with  hopes  that  some  change 
in  the  affairs  of  Europe,  or  some  disunion  among  ourselves,  may  aflbrd 
them  an  opportunity  of  recovering  their  dominion,  punbhing  those 
who  have  most  offended,  and  securing  our  Juture  dependence.  It  b 
easy  to  see  by  the  general  turn  of  the  Ministerial  newspapers,  (light 
things  indeed  as  straws  and  feathers,  but  like  them,  they  show  which 
way  the  wind  blows,)  and  by  the  malignant  improvement  their  Min- 
bters  make  in  all  the  foreign  Courts,  of  every  little  accident  or  dis- 
sension among  us :  the  riots  of  a  few  soldiers  at  Philadelphia,  the 
resolves  of  some  town  meetings,  the  reluctance  to  pay  taxes,  &c., 
.&c.,  all  which  are  exaggerated  to  represent  our  governments  as  so 
many  anarchies,  of  which  the  people  themselves  are  weary,  the  Con- 
gress as  having  lost  its  influence,  being  no  longer  respected ;  I  say  it 
b  easy  to  see  fnnn  this  conduct  that  they  bear  us  no  good  will,  and 
that  they  wbh  the  reality  of  what  they  are  pleased  to  imagine.  They 
have,  too,  a  numerous  royal  progeny  to  provide  for,  some  of  whom 
are  educated  in  the  military  line.  In  these  circumstances  we  cannot 
be  too  careful  to  preserve  the  friendships  we  have  acquired  abroad, 
and  the  union  we  have  established  at  home,  to  secure  our  credit  by 
a  punctual  dbcharge  of  our  obligations  of  every  kind,  and  our  repu- 
tation by  the  wbdom  of  our  councils,  since  we  know  not  how  soon 
we  may  have  a  fresh  occasion  for  friends,  for  credit,  and  for  reputation. 
The  extravagant  mbrepresentations  of  our  political  state,  in  foreign 
countries,  made  it  appear  necessary  to  give  them  better  information, 
which  I  thought  could  not  be  more  effectually  and  authentically  done 
than  by  publbhing  a  translation  into  French,  now  the  most  general 
language  in  Europe,  of  the  book  of  Constitutions,  which  had  been 
printed  by  order  of  Congress ;  this  I  accordingly  got  well  done,  and 
presented  two  copies,  handsomely  bound,  to  every  foreign  Minister 
here,  one  for  himself,  the  other,  more  elegant,  for  hb  sovereign.  It 
has  been  well  taken,  and  has  afforded  matter  of  surprise  to  many  who 
had  conceived  mean  ideas  of  the  state  of  civilization  in  America,  and 
could  not  have  expected  so  much  political  knowledge  and  sagacity 
had  exbted  in  our  wilderness ;  and  from  all  parts  I  have  the  satis&c- 
tioo  to  hear  that  our  Constitutions  in  general  are  much  admired.  I 
am  persuaded  that  thb  step  will  not  only  tend  to  promote  the  emi- 
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gration  to  our  country  of  substantial  people  from  all  parts  of  Europe, 
by  the  numerous  copies  I  shall  disperse,  but  will  facilitate  our  future 
treaties  with  foreign  Courts,  who  could  not  before  know  what  kind 
of  Government  and  people  they  had  to  treat  with.  As,  in  doing 
this,  I  have  endeavored  to  further  the  apparent  views  of  Congress  in 
the  first  publication,  I  hope  it  may  be  approved  and  the  expense 
allowed.     I  send  herewith  one  of  the  copies. 

Our  treaties  with  Denmark  and  Portugal  remain  unfinished,  for 
want  of  mstructions  respecting  them  fix)m  Congress,  and  a  commis^ 
sion  empowering  some  Minister  or  Ministers  to  conclude  them. 

The  Emperor  of  Morocco,  we  understand,  has  expressed  a  dispo* 
sition  to  make  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  United 
States.  A  Mr.  Montgomery,  who  is  a  merchant  settled  at  Alicant, 
has  been,  it  seems,  rather  forward  in  proposing  a  negotiation  without 
authority  for  so  doing,  and  has  embarrassed  us  a  little,  as  may  be 
seen  by  some  letters  I  enclose.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well  for  Con- 
gress to  send  a  message  to  that  Prince,  expressing  their  respect  and 
regard  for  him,  till  such  time  as  they  may  judge  it  convenient  to 
appoint  an  ambassador  in  fonn,  furnished  with  proper  presents,  to 
make  a  treaty  with  him. 

The  other  Barbary  States,  too,  seem  to  require  consideration,  if 
we  propose  to  carry  on  any  trade  in  the  Mediterranean,  but  whether 
the  security  of  that  trade  is  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  worth  pur- 
chasing, at  the  rate  of  the  tributes  usually  exacted  by  those  piratical 
States,  is  a  matter  of  doubt,  on  which  I  cannot  at  present  form  a 
judgment. 

I  shall  immediately  proceed,  in  pursuance  of  the  first  instructions, 
to  take  the  proper  steps  for  acquainting  his  Imperial  Majesty  of  Ger- 
many with  the  disposition  of  Congress,  having  some  reason  to  believe 
the  overture  may  be  acceptable.  His  Minister  here  is  of  late  extremely 
civil  to  me,  and  we  are  on  very  good  terms ;  I  have  likewise  an  mti- 
mate  fiiend  at  that  Court.  With  respect  to  other  Powers,  it  seems 
best  not  to  make  advances  at  present,  but  to  meet  and  encourage 
them  when  made,  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  do,  as  I  have  already  done 
with  those  of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Portugal.  Possibly  Hamburg, 
to  whom  I  have  forwarded  the  letter  of  Congress,  may  send  a  Min- 
bter  to  America,  "f  they  wish  for  a  treaty,  to  conclude  it  there.  They 
have  no  Minister  here. 

I  have  lately  received  a  memorial  from  the  Mmister  of  Denmark^ 
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respectmg  a  ship  of  that  nation,  the  Providentia,  taken  by  one  of 
oor  priyateers,  and  carried  into  Boston ;  I  enclose  a  copy  of  it,  and 
request  to  be  furnished  with  directions  and  informations  for  the  answer. 
It  may  be  well  to  send  me  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  in  the  courts ; 
from  a  perusal  of  the  papers  communicated  with  it,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  cargo  was  clearly  British  property.  We  have  hitherto 
entered  into  no  engagements  respecting  the  armed  neutrality,  and  in 
obedience  to  the  fifth  instruction,  shall  take  care  to  avoid  them  here* 
after. 

The  treaty  between  this  Court  and  the  United  States,  for  regula- 
ting the  powers,  privileges,  be,  of  Consuls,  is  at  length  completed, 
and  is  transcribing  in  order  to  be  signed.  I  hope  to  transmit  a  copy 
by  the  next  packet. 

I  have  received  the  Congress  ratificaticm  of  the  two  money  treaties, 
which  will  be  soon  exchanged,  when  I  shall  send  copies  of  them, 
with  that  of  Sweden. 

I  have  given,  and  shall  continue  to  give.  Captain  Paul  Jones  all 
the  assistance  in  my  power,  towards  recovering  the  prize  money; 
and  I  hope  it  may  be  soon  accompl'ished.  When  Mr.  Jay  returns, 
I  shall  desire  him  to  make  the  enquiry  directed  in  the  fourth  mstruc- 
tion,  respecting  the  expedition  under  that  Commodore,  and  report 
thereon  to  Congress.  In  the  meantime  I  can  answer  respecting  one 
of  the  questions,  that  the  King  paid  the  whole  expense,  and  that  no 
part  of  it  has  ever  been  placed  to  the  account  of  Congress. 

There  exists,  mdeed,  a  demand  of  one  Puchelberg,  a  person  in 
the  employ  of  Mr.  Schweighauser,  of  about  thirty  thousand  livres, 
for  provisions  and  other  things  furnished  to  Captain  Landais,  after  he 
took  the  Alliance  out  of  the  hands  of  Captain  Jones;  but,  as  the  ship 
was  at  that  time  under  the  King's  supply,  who,  having  borrowed  her 
for  the  expedition,  when  fitted  for  sea,  and  just  ready  to  sail  with  Mr. 
Adams,  had  ordered  her  to  be  delivered  m  the  same  condition,  firee 
of  all  charges,  accrued  or  accruing  by  her  being  in  Holland,  and  in 
L'Orient ;  and  as  Mr.  Puchelberg  had  not  only  no  orders  firom  me 
to  fiumish  Captain  Landais,  but  acted  contrary  to  my  orders  given  to 
Mr.  Schweighauser,  and  contrary  to  the  orders  of  Mr.  Schweighauser 
himself,  I  refused  to  pay  his  account,  which,  besides,  appeared  extrav- 
agant, and  it  has  never  yet  been  paid. 

I  shall  do.my  best  m  executing  the  third  instruction,  respecting  our 
claim  upon  Denmark;  I  have  written  to  London^  to  obtain,  if  possi- 
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ble,  an  account  of  the  sums  insured  upon  the  ships  delivered  up,  as 
such  an  account  may  be  some  guide  in  the  valuation  of  the  prizes* 

A  Captain  Williams,  formerly  in  the  British  service,  and  employed 
upon  the  Lakes,  has  given  me  a  paper  containing  information  of  the 
state  of  the  back  country.  As  those  mformations  may  possibly  be 
of  some  use,  I  send  herewith  the  paper.* 

Mr.  Carmichael  has  sent  me  the  accounts  of  the  money  transac* 
tions  at  Madrid ;  as  soon  as  Mr.  Jay  returns  they  will  be  examined* 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  Congress,  and  assure 
them  of  my  most  faithful  services. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

L'Orient,  October  20, 1783. 
Sir, 

As  it  is  a  considerable  time  since  I  had  the  honor  of  any  commands 
from  the  Office  of  Foreign  Affairs,  I  have  not  anything  to  reply  to. 
The  readiness  of  this  Court  to  establish  a  free  port  in  France,  agree- 
ably to  the  treaty  with  America,  is  now  spoken  of;  and  I  believe,  if 
any  requisition  for  that  purpose  was  made  by  Congress,  or  by  the 
American  Ministers,  that  it  would  be  readily  complied  with — ^there- 
fore, if  such  a  measure  is  thought  proper,  I  would  recommend  that 
the  port  of  L'Orient  should  be  asked  as  the  one  better  adapted  to 
the  views  of  the  Americans  than  most  others,  and  superior  to  any 
that  there  is  a  probability  of  obtaining.  Indeed,  taking  everything 
together,  I  do  not  believe  a  more  commodious  situation  could  be 
found,  especially  if  another  war  should  break  out  between  America 
and  Great  Britain. 

L'Orient  is  situated  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  between  the  entrance  of 
the  harbors  of  Brest  and  Nantes,  being  twenty-five  leagues  nearly 
southeast  of  the  former,  and  about  as  much  to  the  northwest  of  the 
latter,  west  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  London  3°  22',  north  lati- 
tude 47°  55',  and  about  eight  miles  from  the  Isle  of  Groix,  which 
forms  the  entrance  of  the  harbor;  it  is  defended  by  the  fort  at  port 
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Loois^  t«(ro  English  mDes  fiom  L'Orient,  where  ships  of  war  can  pass 
only  one  after  another,  and  so  near  the  fort  as  to  be  completely  under 
the  command  of  its  fire,  which,  most  probably,  would  oblige  an 
enony's  vessel  to  ground.  The  road  at  Port  Louis,  within  the  cit- 
adel, is  not  capable  of  containing  more  than  two  or  three  ships  of 
war,  where  so  many  may  ride  at  the  moorings ;  but  a  greater  number 
would  be  m  danger,  if  it  blew  hard  finom  the  west  or  west  southwest. 
Slips  that  draw  twenty-four  feet  water  may  pass  up  to  the  harbor  of 
L'Orient  with  safety ;  those  employed  in  the  China  trade  generaUy 
require  firom  twenty  to  twenty-two  feet,  and  no  accident  has  been 
known  to  happen  to  them.  The  harbor  is  capacious ;  and  in  the 
month  of  August,  1781,  there  arrived  from  the  We^  Indies  a  fleet  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-five  sail,  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  remark- 
able number  of  foreign  vessels  there,  and  all  were  accommodated. 
The  town  may  be  said  to  be  divided  firom  the  Kbg's  port,  where  the 
men  of  war  are  built,  the  public  supplies  of  all  kinds  kept,  and  the 
arsenal  and  India  stores  situated.  The  magazines  there  have  ever 
been  much  at  the  command  of  the  Americans,  either  in  affording  them 
receptacles  for  the  cargoes  of  their  ships,  or  m  supplymg  them  with 
whatever  materials  they  wanted  finom  the  collections  made  for  the  use 
cf  the  King.  This  port,  during  the  war,  employed  about  four  thou- 
sand workmen,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Marine  Minister} 
represented  by  the  Commandant  who  lives  on  the  spot,  anc(who 
conform  to  the  marine  ordinances ;  the  number  of  troops  generally 
there  is  firom  fifteen  hundred  to  three  thousand,  from  whence  the 
regiments  abroad  are  often  recruited.  When  any  criminal  ofifence  is 
committed  in  that  district,  the  judges  of  the  admiralty  have  cognizance 
thereof,  and  in  their  decision  are  governed  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom ; 
but,  in  default  of  their  interference,  the  regal  judges  at  Hennebon  may 
interpose  and  bring  the  matter  before  them. 

Tlie  town  consists  of  about  twelve  hundred  houses,  and  is  very 
populous;  the  number  of  inhabitants,  including  the  soldiers  and 
artificers  in  the  port,  said  to  be  near  twenty  thousand. 

The  regulations  in  the  town  are  under  the  inspection  of  the  Mayor 
and  his  Council.  His  office,  which  is  purchasable,  empowering  him 
to  choose  such  Council ;  but  neither  he  nor  they  can  interfere  in 
criminal  cases,  which  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  judges  or 
Smecbals  of  the  town,  who  decide  agreeable  to  the  law  and  ordi- 
nances. In  actions  of  debt|  those  that  are  laid  for  matters  *in  a  marine 
Vol.  L— 5 
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dqfwitmeDt,  such  as  fitting  out  ships,  be*,  the  jodges  of  the  admirally 
have  the  sde  decision  of;  all  other  suits  for  debt  are  brought  befim 
the  three  Consuls  of  the  town,  (one  of  whom  is  chosen  annually  by 
a  select  number  of  the  inbaUtants,)  who  can  decide,  without  appeal^ 
fiur  any  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  livres ;  if  the  demand  exceeds 
that,  an  appeal  lies  to  the  parliament  of  Rennes,  and  fiom  thence  to 
the  King  and  Council. 

L'Orient  had  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to  the  East  Indies; 
but  the  company  is  dissolved,  and  the  King  has  permitted  three  ships 
to  be  fitted  out  upon  actions  disposed  of  at  Marseilles,  Bordeaux^ 
Nantes,  and  L'Orient,  and  each  place  has  a  right  to  nominate  a 
director  to  take  care  of  the  management  of  the  trade;  this  business, 
however,  goes  on  v^  heavily,  and  it  b  supposed  the  India  com* 
merce  will  return  to  its  old  channel,  either  by  the  re-establishment  of 
the  company,  or  by  confining  the  trade  to  L'Orient.  The  place  as 
conveniently  situated  for  the  transportation  of  goods  fi:om  the  other 
ports  of  France,  firom  the  rivers  Garonne  and  Loire  pnrticulariy,  the 
last  of  which  is  navigable,  for  large  boats  of  a  particular  constructioo, 
as  high  up  as  Orleans.  The  freight  fit)m  Bordeaux  is  no  more  than 
bom  ten  to  twelve  livres  per  ton,  and  fiom  Nantes  six.  Nature  has 
done  a  great  deal  ftur  the  port  of  L'Orient,  and  very  extensive 
improvements  may  be  made,  if  the  increasing  trade  of  the  place 
requires  it ;  and  already  the  India  and  other  stores  afibrd  conveni- 
ences for  a  more  extended  commerce  than  the  place  now  carries  (m. 
Tlie  genius  of  the  people  seems  adapted  to  business.  There  are  no 
nobility  of  any  kind  living  among  them ;  and  any  person  keeping  a 
bouse  three  mcmths  is  entitled  to  all  the  commercial  advantages  of 
the  place.  The  greatest  objection  that  has  been  made  is,  that  if  the 
India  company  is  re-established,  the  regulations  that  will  probably 
exist,  respecting  their  trade,  will  be  mcompatible  with  those  of  a  firee 
port,  in  the  extended  sense  of  the  word,  and  that  the  place  is  already 
loo  considerable  to  admit  the  total  extinction  of  all  its  duties.  To 
the  first  it  may  be  replied,  that  althou^  L'Orient  shall  be  declared 
fiee,it  may  be  with  the  limitation  that  if  the  India  trade  again  centres 
there,  the  customary  duties  of  five  per  cent,  hitherto  paid  by  French 
subjects,  shall  be  contmued ;  and  to  the  last,  that  the  advantages  by 
the  country  will  fiur  over-balance  the  relinquishment  of  the  present 

iB^X)StS. 

1  have  beeo  applied  to  by  ths  ministiy  fiar  my  opinion  of  whal 
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lioiild  be  agreeable  to  tbe  Americans  on  this  suliject;  and  my  answer 
was,  that,  so  &r  as  I  could  ▼enture  to  judge,  if  the  Court  intended  to 
pre  fitcfer  eneoorageinent  to  the  trade  of  the  two  countries,  itwouU 
be  bj  making  L'Orient  fiee  for  the  general  trade  of  America«-4o  ocnh 
tinue  Dunkirk  so,  for  that  to  tbe  Channel,  be— ^  remove  die  few 
restrictioiis  that  exist  at  Marseilles,  for  the  sake  of  the  trade  to  die 
Mediterranean—and  to  opea  Bayonne,  on  account  o[  lint  oommerca 
Aat  inigbt  be  introduced  to  tbe  adjobing  parts  of  Sftin.  At  the 
suue  time  I  added,  that  I  looked  upon  L'Orient  as  the  place  of  moH 
eoDsequ^ice,  and  that  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  to  abolish  the 
tnmsient  duties  paid  on  the  transportation  of  manufactures  from  ono 
province  to  another* 

Painbeuf,  Rochefort,  and  Bayonne,  were  mentioned ;  to  which  I 
objected,  diat  Painbeuf  was  entirely  destitute  of  accommodatioos  for 
die  reception  or  expediting  of  goods,  a  beach  without  quay,  wbarf^ 
or  other  convenience  for  landing— Rochefort  unhedthy  and  impfe» 
pared— Bayonne  a  bar  harbor ;  and  diat  I  thought  the  concurrence 
ef  Congress  would  be  necessary  before  any  port  was  absc^utely  fixed 
on;  and  I  have  tbe  pleasure  to  find  my  sentiments  are  uniform 
diioughout  with  those  of  all  my  countrymen  whom  I  have  consulted 
on  diis  important  point*  v 

HieMarquis  de  la  Fayette,  .who  takes  a  kind  concern  in  every 
dimg  relative  to  Ammca,  wrote  some  time  ago  to  the  Count  de 
Verg^ines  to  know  what  the  Court  of  France  intended,  respecting 
die  extent  and  liberty  of  the  firee  port,  when  one  should  be  made; 
to  which,  as  nearly  as  I  recollect,  Mr.  De  Vergennes  answwed,  that 
it  would  be  as  totally  free  in  its  commercial  regulations  as  if  it  did 
not  belong  to  die  kingdom. 

I  have  been  led  to  trouble  you  with  a  long  letter,  but  I  hcqpe  it  wiB 
not  be  found  kreiga  to  my  instructions  or  duty,  and  conclude, 

Sir,  your  most  obedient,  &c., 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


THOMAS  BABCLAT  TO  JOHN  JAT« 

L'Odaat,  Nofimbw  14, 1783. 
Sr, 
Having  had  die  bonor  of  addressmg  you  the  80th  past,  on  the 
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sabject  of  a  free  port  m  France,  I  must  call  your  attention  again  to 
a  very  important  matter,  m  which,  if  Congress  have  not  hitherto 
taken  some  measures,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  it  to  their  considera- 
tion. I  mean  a  treaty  of  amity  with  the  several  States  on  the  coast 
of  Barbary,  where,  I  believe,  with  some  attention  and  the  usual  pres- 
ents which  must  accompany  an  embassy  thither,  the  American  trade 
to  the  Mediterranean  might  be  put  on  a  safe  and  respectable  footing, 
in  place  of  th$  very  precarious  one  in  which  it  now  exists ;  during  a 
stay  of  a  few  days  that  I  lately  made  m  London,  a  person  who  bad 
resided  many  years  at  Mequinez,  was  recommended  to  me,  as  a  proper 
one,  to  give  me  some  information  concerning  this  matter.  He  pro- 
duced testimonials  from  the  Emperor,  attesting  the  goodness  of  his 
character,  and  o^red  any  assistance  in  his  power  to  negotiate  an 
alliance,  either  by  going  to  Barbary,  to  know  the  precise  terms  on 
which  it  could  be  obtained,  or  by  accompanybg,  as  an  mterpreter, 
any  person  sent  oh  this  business  by  Congress*  He  said,  that  he 
supposed  the  expense  of  the  whole  of  the  presents  n^essary  for  the 
different  States  might  be  about  two  thousand  pounds  sterling ;  I  took 
his  directions,  in  case  there  should  be  occasion  to  employ  him.  But 
1  do  not  think  it  would  be  by  any  means  proper  to  employ  him  oi 
any  other  person  as  a  prmcipsJ  in  the  service,  except  a  subject  of  the 
United  States;  and  1  flatter  myself  that  Con^^ss  have  already 
ordered,  or  will  very  soon  order,  some  of  their  servants  cm  this  busi- 
ness, as  not  only  the  property  of  the  citizens  of  America,  but  their 
personal  liberty  depends  cm  its  being  done,  and  I  know  not  one  public 
object  now  existing  of  more  importance. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  this  ccnirt  will  readily  give  assistance 
agreeably  to  the  treaty,  in  accomplishing  this  very  essential  affiur,  and 
I  remain, 

Sir^  your  most  obedient,  &c., 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  April  16tA,  1784. 

"  The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  having,  on  the  6th, 
transmitted  to  Congress  a  letter,  dated  the  13th  August,  1783,  from 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  in  answer  to  their  letter  of  the  14th  June, 
1779,  and  accompanied  the  same^with  a  m«norial|  infimning  Coa^ 
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gteas  tbat  the  portraits  of  the  Kmg  and  Queen  are  arrived  at  Phila* 
ddj^a;  that  he  has  orders  to  present  diem  to  this  Assembly/and 
has  taken  the  measures  necessary  for  their  safe-keeping  until  Congress 
dial]  be  ready  to  receive  them ;  the  said  letter  and  memorial  were 
referred  to  the  consideration  of  a  Committee* 

On  the  report  of  a  Conmiittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Jet 
ferson,  and  Mr.  Read,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter  of  the  13tb 
August,  fiom  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  the  memorial  from  the 
Hon<»able  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France, 

Rendvedf  That  the  following  letter  be  signed  by  the  President  ill 
behalf  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  and  transmitted  to 
bis  most  Christian  Majesty,  in  answer  to  his  letter  accompanymg  the 
portraits  of  his  Majesty  and  of  his  Royal  Consort,  which  he  has  been 
pleased  to  j^esent  to  Congress : 

Great,  fiuthful,  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally, 

Your  Majesty's  letter  of  the  13th  August  last,  has  be^  received 
by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  with  a  degree  of  satis* 
Action  and  pleasure  which  those  only  can  conceive  who,  to  the  highest 
sentiments  of  respect,  >unite  feelings  of  the  most  affectionate  friend- 
ship. 

The  portraits  of  your  Majesty,  and  of  your  Royal  Consort,  having 
arrived  at  Philadelphia,  have  been  carefully  preserved  by  your  faithfid 
MinistOT,  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  whose  attention  on  thb,  as  oA 
all  other  occasions,  ^merits  the  acknowledgments  of  Congress. 

Tliese  lively  representaticMis  of  our  august  and  most  beloved  friends 
will  be  placed  in  our  Council  Chamber,  and  can  never  fail  of  exciting 
m  the  minds  of  every  American,  an  admiration  of  the  distmguished 
virtues  and  accomplishments  of  the  royal  originals. 

We  beseech  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  universe  constantly  to  keep 
your  Majesty,  and  your  Royal  Consort,  in  his  holy  protection,  and 
to  render  the  blessings  of  your  administration  as  extensive  as  the 
objects  of  your  Majesty's  benevolent  principles. 

Done  at  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  thb  16th  day  of 
April,  1784,  by  the  United  States  in  Congress  assanbled. 
Your  faithful  Friends  and  Allies. 

Resohedy  That  the  President  inform  the  honorable  Minister  of 
Fiance,  that  Congress  have  a  due  sense  of  the  care  which  he  has 
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taken  for  preservbg  die  portraits ;  and  are  desnrous  thej  may  ooa- 
tinue  m  hb  possessioo  imttl  proper  phces  can  be  prorided  for  them« 

That  a  letter  be  addressed  by  the  Piresident  to  the  Supreme 
£Kecutive6  of  the  several  States,  infomung  tbem  of  the  bteUigeiioe 
communicated  by  the  Minister  of  Franoe,  to  wit:  <That  his  taotft 
Clmstian  Majestf  has  determined  diat  L'Orient  dwll  be  a  free  port ; 
mtdi  although  the  edict  is  not  publisbedi  may  be  so  considered  by 
^he  citizens  of  the  United  States.  And  that  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States  likewise  eajof  the  liberty  of  frequentmg  the  ports  of 
Marseilles  and  Dunkirk ;  and  participate  as  other  nations,  the  fran* 
ehises  and  privities  of  these  two  places.' 

That  die  Minister  of  France,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  the  9th 
iostant,  requestmg  to  blow  what  measures  had  been  taken  by  the 
United  States  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  poitions  of  the  principal 
and  interest  of  the  loan  of  eighteen  millions  of  livres,  fumished  by 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  also  of  five  millbns  of  tkmns  sup* 
plied  in  Holland,  and  guarantied  by  his  Majesty,  be  mfinmed  diat,  as 
lU  die  Le^latiires  have  not  yet  passed  on  the  recommendation  of 
Congress,  of  the  13th  April,  1783,  (or  establishing  permanent  funds, 
supplementary  requisitions  on  the  States  will  be  adopted,  to  provide 
for  the  mterest  of  the  loans  aforesaid  for  the  present  year ;  and  that 
ihe  greatest  care  wiO  be  taken  by  subsequent  measures  for  the  punc- 
tual payment  of  the  principal  add  interest,  as  they  may  respecdvdy 
become  ihiei  aococdiiig  to  the  tenns  of  the  several  ccmtracts.'* 


FBOM  THOMAS  IHFtLIK,  PKESIDEKT  OF  COMOftBSS,  1H>  THS  GOVBBMOSS 

or  STATES. 

Ciieular. 

AniMpolif,  Apiil  dl,  1784. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  your  Excell^icy,  that  by  intelligence 
communicated  to  Ckmgress  by  the  Minister  of  France,  h'ls  most 
Christian  Majesty  has  determined  that  L'Orient  shall  be  a  firee  port, 
and  although  die  ectiet  is  not  puUished,  may  be  so  considered  by  the 
cttizens  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  the  merchants  of  the  United 
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Slates  likewise  enjoy  the  liberty  of  frequentmg  the  ports  of  Mar- 
trilles  and  Dunkiik,  and  participate  as  other  natioos  the  franchises 
and  priioleges  of  these  two  places. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


CBXT*  DX  UL  LUZEBNB  TO  THS  PRESIDSNT  OF  C0MBKSS« 

Translation. 

Annapolia,  April  9th,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Excellencyi  an  extract 
from  a  letter  which  I  rec^ved  from  Cknmt  de  Vergennes,  dated  the 
84th  of  December  last. 

I  received  orders  at  the  same  time  to  mform  his  Majesty's  Ministers 
of  the  measures  which  have  been  taken  by  the  United  States,  relative 
to  the  payment  of  portions  of  the  principal,  and  of  the  interest,  of 
the  sums  which  have  been  loaned  them  by  the  King.  I  make  men- 
tion, sir,  of  portions  of  the  capital,  because,  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract  of  the  16th  of  July,  1784,  the  reimbursement  of  the  first 
loan  of  eight  millions,  is  to  begin  three  years  after  the  peace,  and  it 
is  expedient  to  take  seasonable  measures  with  regard  to  this  subject. 

I  am  also  to  inform  my  Court  of  the  arrangements  which  have 
been  made  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  the  loan  of  five  millions 
of  florins,  made  in  Holland,  the  5th  November,  1781,  and  for  which 
his  Majesty  became  guarantee.  I  know  die  efibits  of  Congress  to 
effect  the  discbarge  of  the  public  debt,  and  their  wish  to  fulfill  their 
engagements ;  and  I  consider  it  superfluous  to  recall  to  your  Excel* 
fency  all  the  motives  which  combine  to  induce  the  United  States  to 
fiilfill  faithfully  those  which  they  have  contracted  with  the  King.  I 
confine  myself  to  desiring  you  to  enable  me  to  dissipate  the  uneasi* 
ness  which  may  have  been  excited  at  my  Court  by  the  delay  io 
proceeding  to  raise  funds  to  effect  the  paym^it  of  this  debt. 

I  am  with  respecti  sir,  kc, 

LUZ£RNE. 
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COPNT  DS  VKBOKNNS8  TO  M.  PC  LA  LUZKBMS* 

Translatioo. 

YtnatDM,  Daeimbcr  24, 1783. 
Sir, 

His  Majesty  has  decided  irrevocably,  that  the  port  of  L'Orieat 
shall  be  free,  and  American  sailors  may  actually  consider  it  so.  The 
edict  of  the  King  has  not  yet  been  published,  however,  because  his 
Majesty's  intention  being  to  give  this  arrangement  as  wide  an  extent 
as  possible,  the  regulations  should  be  drawn  up  after  a  careful  delib- 
eration, and  conceived  in  such  terms  that  the  advantages  allowed  to 
the  merchants  of  the  United  States  may  not  be  essentially  prejudicial 
to  our  own  commerce  and  the  revenues  of  the  State. 

The  merchants  of  the  United  States  enjoy  equally  the  liberty  of 
frequenting  the  ports  of  Marseilles  and  Dunkirk,  and  they  partake, 
like  other  nations,  in  the  immunities  and  privileges  of  these  two 
places. 

DE  VERGENNES. 


FftOM  THOMAS   MIFFLIN,  PBESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS,  TO  THE  MINISTER 

OF  FRANCE. 

AniMipolit,  April  31, 1784. 
Sr, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  Congress  have  a 
due  sense*  of  the  care  you  have  taken  for  preservmg  the  portraits  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  his  royal  ccmsort,  and  that  they  are 
desirous  they  may  continue  in  your  possession  until  proper  places 
can  be  provided  for  them. 

In  answer  to  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  9th  mstant,  I  am 
instructed  to  assure  you  that,  as  all  the  Liegblatures  have  not  yet 
passed  on  <<the  recommendations  of  Congress  of  the  13th  of  April, 
*  1783,  for  establishing  permanent  frmds,  supplementary  requisitions 
<on  the  States  will  be  adopted  to  provide  for  the  interest  of  the  loans 
< aforesaid  for  the  present  year;  and  that  the  greatest  care  will  be 
<  taken,  by  subsequent  measures,  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the 
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<  principal  and  interest  as  tbey  may  respectivdy  become  due,  accord* 
<isg  to  the  times  of  the  several  contracts." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIiN. 


FROM  THE   CHEVALIER  DS  LA  LUZSBNE  TO  PBESIDCMT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

Aiinapolif,  April  21, 1784. 
Sir, 

In  the  course  of  last  summer  I  requested  leave  of  hb  Majesty  to 
return  to  France.  Bjr  letters  from  my  friends  I  am  informed  that  it 
is  granted.  But  the  loss  of  the  packet  which  conveyed  the  Minbter's 
letter,  lays  me  under  the  necessity  of  writing  again  on  that  subject. 
I  should  have  waited  his  answer  before  I  took  leave  of  Congress,  had 
I  not  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  not  reach  till  their  recess.  .  I 
cannot,  however,  depart  without  entreating  your  Excellency  to  com- 
municate to  them  my  warm  acknowledgments  for  the  manner  in 
which  they  have  treated  with  me  during  my  mission,  which  has  lasted 
near  five  years.  I  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  agreeing  with  (Con- 
gress on  all  the  subjects  which  I  had  the  honor  of  negotiating  with. 
them;  and  owe  my  success  to  the  good  fortune  I  had  of  being  the 
representative  of  a  just  and  generous  monarch  to  a  wise  and  virtuous 
republic.  I  shall  ever  retain  a  grateful  remembrance  of  this ;  and 
shall  always  cmisider  the  time  I  have  spent  on  this  continent  as  the 
most  honorable  period  of  my  life.  My  satisfaction  would  be  com- 
plete, were  it  not  accompanied  with  regret  at  parting  from  a  Senate 
composed  of  members  on  whose  friendship,  I  flatter  myself,  I  have  a 
just  claim  by  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  several  years.  Your  Excel- 
I^icy  permits  me  to  rank  you  among  those  who  honor  me  with  their 
friendship ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  the  expression  of  my  attachment 
and  respect  for  Congress  will  lose  nothing  of  its  force  if  you  will  be 
Incased  to  convey  it. 

The  letters  by  which  I  have  received  advice  of  my  having  obtained 
leave  to  return,  inform  me,  also,  that  Mons.  de  Marbois  will  be  his 
Majesty's  Charg^  d' Affaires  with  the  United  States.  His  zeal  and 
his  attachment  for  the  cause  which  unites  France  and  America  are 
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well  known  ta  Congress;  mnd  I  have  not  the  leut  doubt  but  his 
Majesty's  choice  will  be  agreeable  to  that  astemblj. 
I  am,  sir^  with  great  respect,  be, 

LE  CHE.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 


EOractfrtm  ike  Stent  Jowrnal  of  FwtipiAffam y  May  11^  1784. 

« On  the  report  of  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Jefferson,  and  Mr.  Williamson,  *to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the 
31st  April,  from  the  HcHiorable  the  Minister  of  France,  informing 
that  in  the  course  of  last  summ^  he  had  requested  his  Mi^ty's 
leave  to  return  to  France,  and  had  reascm  to  believe  it  was  granted, 
diough  he  had  not  received  official  infonnation ;  and  duit  his  Mi^esty 
bad  fixed  upon  Moos.  De  Marbds  to  be  his  Charge  d'Affiures  with 
the  United  States, 

BMijlvedy  That  the  following  answer  be  returned : 

Sir, 

The  United  States  of  Am^ica  m  Congress  assembled  are  informed, 
by  the  letter  which  you  were  pleased  to  address  to  them  the  21st  of 
April,  that  having  the  last  year  requested  of  his  Majesty  leave  to 
return  to  France,  you  learn  it  has  been  granted,  but  that  the  official 
letter  of  the  Minister  being  lost,  you  expect  a  duplicate,  which  will 
probably  arrive  in  the  recess  of  Congress. 

It  is  with  great  concern,  sir,  that  Congress  receive  this  infonnatioii, 
as  it  respects  a  Minister  for  whom  they  entertain  the  most  perfect 
e^e^n. 

From  the  time  of  your  arrival  in  America  to  the  signing  of  tbe 
]m>visional  treaty,  the  conduct  of  the  war  has  been  attended  with 
numerous  difficulties  and  perils,  to  surmount  which  the  joint  effims 
of  the  United  States  and  of  their  great  and  good  ally  have  been 
secessary. 

Congress  consider  it  as  a  fortunate  circumstance,  that  during  that 
period  the  affairs  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  in  this  quarter  have 
been  under  the  direction  of  an  able  and  faithfiil  Minister,  whoee 
anxiety  to  promote  the  views  and  essential  interests  of  his  Sovere^n, 
has  been  ever  attended  with  a  laudable  endeavor  to  reconcile  them 
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to  dx)se  of  hn  allies*  Widiout  such  a  dispositioD}  it  is  evident  tbero 
cottU  not  bare  existed  a  concert  of  those  measures  which,  by  tbo 
smiles  of  Piovidencey  have  hastened  the  conclusion  of  the  late  dia- 
tmsing  war* 

Hie  abilities  of  die  gentleman  who,  as  you  are  inf(mned,  is  to  be 
barged  with  the  affitiis  of  jroor  department,  and  his  thorough  knowl^ 
edge  of  the  principles  on  which  the  alliance  was  founded,  will,  we 
doubt  BOt,  conspire  to  produce  on  his  part  such  measures  as  will  bast 
promote  the  mutual  interest  of  the  two  nations* 

We  now,  sir,  bid  you  an  aflfectionate  adieu,  widi  tbe  fullest  assur- 
aace  diat  you  will  be  h^py  in  the  smiles  and  api»obatioa  of  your 
n^al  sovereign ;  and  we  sincerely  ivfth  that  you  may  be  equally  so 
in  an  interview  with  your  friends,  and  in  your  future  engagements*'' 


BEPOET  or  ▲  COMMITTED* 

Extract  from  the  JoumaU  of  Congress^  ApHJ  30, 1784* 

<<  Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  a  Committee,  con« 
sistmg  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr*  Read,  Mr.  Williamson,  Mr.  Chase,  and 
Mr.  Jeffers(Hi,  to  whom  were  referred  sundry  letters  and  papers 
relative  to  commercial  matters,  and  the  following  paragraph  being 
onder  debate : 

That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Legidatures  of  the  several  States  to 
vest  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  for  die  term  of  fifteen 
years,  with  a  power  to  prohibit  any  goods,  wares,  or  merdiandise 
from  being  imported  into  any  of  tbe  States,  except  in  vessds  belonging 
to  and  navigated  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  the  subjects  of 
foreign  Powers  with  whom  the  United  States  may  have  treaties  of 
commerce* 

He  report  being  amended,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Hie  trust  reposed  in  Congress,  renders  it  their  duty  to  be  attentive 
to  the  conduct  of  fore^  nations,  and  to  prevent  or  restrain,  as  for  as 
may  be,  all  such  proceedings  as  might  prove  mjurious  to  the  United 
States ;  the  situaticm  of  commerce  at  this  time  claims  the  attention  of 
the  several  States,  and  few  objects  of  greater  importance  can  present 
themselves  to  their  notice ;  the  fortune  of  everyxcitisen  is  interested 
m  the  success  thereof;  for  it  b  the  constant  source  of  wealth  and 
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incentive  to  industiy,  and  the  value  of  our  produce  and  our  land 
roust  ever  rise  or  fiedl  in  proporticm  lo  the  prosperous  or  adverse  stale 
^of  trade* 

Already  has  Great  Britam  adopted  regulations  destructive  of  out 
commerce  with  her  West  India  Islands ;  there  was  reason  to  expect, 
that  measures  so  unequal  and  so  little  calculated  to  promote  met-'. 
cantile  intercourse,  would  not  be  persevered  m  by  an  enli^tened 
nation.  But  these  measures  are  growing  into  system*  It  would  be 
the  duty  of  Congress,  as  it  is  their  wish,  to  meet  the  attempts  of  Great 
Britain  with  similar  restrictions  on  her  commerce,  but  their  powers  aa 
diis  head  are  not  explicit;  and  the  propositions  made  by  the  Legish^ 
tures  of  the  several  States,  reifUer  it  necessary  to  take  the  general 
sense  of  the  Union  on  this  subject* 

Unless  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  be  vested 
with  powers  competent  to  the  protection  of  commerce,  they  can  never 
command  reciprocal  advantages  in  trade:  and  without  these,  our  for^ 
eign  commerce  must  declme,  and  eventually  be  annihilated.  Hence 
it  is  necessary  that  the  States  should  be  explicit,  and  fix  on  some 
efiectual  mode  by  which  foreign  commerce,  not  founded  on  principles 
of  equality,  may  be  restrained* 

That  the  United  States  may  be  enabled  to  secure  such  terms,  they 
have 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  hereby  b,  recommended  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States,  to  vest  the  United  States  m  Congress 
assembled,  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  power  to  pnrfiibit  any 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  from  b^g  imported  into,  or  exported 
from,  any  of  the  States  in  vessels  belonging  to,  or  navigated  by,  the 
subjects  of  any  Power  with  whom  these  States  shall  not  have  formed 
treaties  of  commerce* 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommended  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  to  vest  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  tar  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  with  the  power  of  prohibiting 
the  subjects  of  any  foreign  State,  Kingdom,  or  Empire,  unless  author- 
ized by  treaty,  firom  importing  into  the  United  States  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  which  are  not  the  produce  or  manufacture  of 
the  dominions  of  the  sovereign  whose  subjects  they  are* 

Provided,  That  to  all  acts  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, in  pursuance  of  the  above  pow^s,  the  assent  of  nine  States 
shall  be  necessary." 
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Et(ractfr<m  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affain,  May  3d,  1784. 

^^  Resolved,  That  a  copj  of  a  letter  of  the  29th  of  June  last,  from 
Ae  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  one  of  the  9th  January  last  from  Mon« 
sieur  de  Calonne  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  respecting  free  ports 
in  France,  be  entered  on  the  Journal ;  and,  when  published,  trans* 
mitted  to  the  Supreme  Executives  of  the  several  States. 

The  letters  being  translated,  are  as  follows : 

Translation. 

y«naill«f,  Junt  S9, 1783. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 
the  17th  of  this  month.    You  desire  to  know  what  is  meant  hyjree^ 
port. 

By  this  term,  sir,  we  mean  a  {dace  to  which  all  merchandizes,  as 
well  foreign  as  dome8tic,'may  be  imported,  and  from  which  they 
may  be  freely  exported — ^you  will  judge,  sir,  by  this  definition,  that 
all  the  merchandize  of  the  north,  without  exception,  may  be  imported 
into  L'Orient  and  exported  from  it  by  the  Americans.  In  a  word, 
L'Chient  will  be  reputed  foreign  with  regard  to  France,  as  far  as  it 
respects  commerce.  The  prohibition  and  duties  upon  foreign  mer- 
chandize will  lake  effect  only  in  case  any  person  desires  to  introduce 
into  the  interior  parts  of  the  realm  the  merchandizes  subject  to  the 
one  or  the  other. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  VERGENNES. 
MoNs.  THE  Marquis  de  la  Fatette. 

Translation. 

V«mdll«f,  January  9, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  communicated  to  the  Rmg  the  observations  contained  in 
the  memoir  which  you  transmitted  to  me,  relative  to  the  commerce 
of  America,  and  those  which  you  made  at  our  last  conference. 

I  am  authorized  to  announce  to  you,  that  it  is  the  intention  of  his 
Majesty  to  grant  to  the  United  States  the  ports  of  L'Orient  and 
Baycmne,  as  free  ports ;  and  besides  these,  that  of  Dunkirk  and  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78  nsmDWT  OP  coiraRBse. 

of  Marseilles,  the  first  of  which  enjoys  absolute  freedom,  and  the 
other  is  restrained  in  the  exercise  of  that  freedom  only  widt  regaM 
to  tobacco,  which  is  there  subjected  to  a  duty*  The  Americans 
may,  from  this  moment,  send  their  vessds  to  those  ibur  ports,  where 
they  will  not  meet  with  any  kind  of  di(Qculty.  You  may,  if  neces^ 
aary,  explain  what  is  meant  by  free  ports,  agreeably  to  the  significa* 
tioa  thereof  given  by  Monsieur  de  Vergennes,  in  his  letter  of  the 
29th  June  last.  The  Americ^uis  will  find,  above  all,  at  Dunkirk,  aU 
the  facilities  they  can  desire  for  the  sale  of  their  leaf  tobacco,  dieir 
rice,  their  timber,  and  other  merchandize,  as  well  as  for  the  purchase 
of  what  they  want ;  such  as  linens,  woolens,  brandy,  &c.  It  is  pro> 
posed  to  establish  stores  and  magazines  there,  which  shall  be  well 
supplied,  on  terms  very  advantageous  for  their  commerce.  I  have 
given  (Nrders  to  the  farmers  general  to  treat  in  preference,  and  at  a 
reasonable  price,  for  the  purchase  of  die  tobaccoes  of  North  Americiii 
And  moreover,  the  United  States  will  be  as  much  favored  in  France 
in  matters  of  commerce  as  any  other  nation.  The  complaints  whkh 
they  may  make  to  you,  or  which  Mr.  Franklin,  and  the  other  Amer^ 
ican  Ministers,  which  I  would  be  very  glad  to  see,  may  transmit  to 
me  on  their  behalf,  shall  be  examined  with  great  attention ;  and  gov* 
enmient  will  not  suffer  them  to  experience  any  kind  of  vexationa. 
Every  possible  precaution  will  also  be  taken  to  prevent  the  sending 
oat  bad  merchandize,  which,  if  it  has  hidierto  taken  place,  can  only 
be  attributed  to  the  avarice  of  some  mendiants  of  the  lowest  order.. 
I  am  going  inmiediately  to  examine  what  relates  to  die  customs  and 
duties  which  hurt  commerce.  Thb  is  an  imp<»rtant  subject,  and 
requires  great  attenti<Hi.  In  fine,  sir,  you  may  rely  that  I  shall  be 
always  disposed,  as  well  as  Monsieur  the  Marshal  de  Castries,  and 
Monsieur  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  to  receive  and  listen  with  attention 
to  the  demands  and  further  representations  which  you  shall  think 
proper  to  make  in  fiivor  of  the  commerce  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  CALONNE. 
P.  S.  The  ports  c^  Bayonne  and  L'Orient  will  be  saade  aimiar 
to  that  of  Dunkii^  with  regard  to  entire  freedom. 

MONSIS^R  THS  MaR^UI9  DC  LA  FaTXTTE. 
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nOM  TBOIUS  VHTLINi  FRXSIBEllT  OF   CONOIUCSS,  TO  TMOtiAB  JIT- 

rCRSON. 

Anntpolw,  May  90th,  1781. 
Sir, 
I  herewith  transmt  to  you  the  sereral  acts  of  Congress  which 
leUte  to  the  formation  of  treaties  of  commerce  with  the  Powers  of 
Europe,  be.  And  as  I  have  not  had  it  in  my  power  to  find  out  m 
what  manner  the  letter  to  the  King  of  France  should  be  directed,  I 
hare  ^iclosed  that  letter  to  you,  that  upon  your  arrival  in  France  it 
may  be  presented  with  the  proper  direction. 

I  wish  you  every  success  and  satisfaction  in  the  important  scenes 
you  are  going  to  be  engaged  in,  and  am,  with  much  esteem  and 
aUacbment» 

Dear  sir,  your  obedient,  Sec, 

THOMAS  iMIFFLIN. 


VnOM  TBOMAS  miTLlM  TO  JOHN  ADAMS  AND  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Ann^Mlis,  May  SOdi,  1784. 
Crentl^nen, 
I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  following  acts  of  G^igress, 
idating  to  the  formation  of  commercial  treaties,  be,  viz : 

No.  1.  Letters  to  the  Minist^^  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Courts  of 
Versailles  and  Madrid,  dated  17th  of  October',  1780. 

No.  2.  Instructbns  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  for  making 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  dated  May  30th,  1783. 

No.  3.  Instructions  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  of  America  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  empowered  to  negotiate 
a  peace,  be.,  dated  the  29th  of  October,  1783,  May  7th,  1784,  and 
Hay  11th,  1784. 

No.  4.  Instructions  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  the 
Court  of  Madrid,  dated  May  3d,  1784. 

I  also  transmit  to  you  the  papers  relating  to  the  detention  of  the 
schoQoar  Nancy,  referred  to  in  the  instruction  of  May  11th,  1784. 
I  have  the  horn^  to  be,  widi  the  greatest  respect  and  esteem^ 

Your  obedient,  be., 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 
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Extracifrom  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affain,  May  1th,  1764. 

• 

"Mr.  John  Jay  was  elected  Secretary  for  Foreign  AflSurs,  havmg 
oeen  previously  nominated  by  Mr.  Geny. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hardy,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  a  Minbter  Plenipotentiary  be  appointed  in  addition 
to  Mr.  John  Adams  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  {(x  the  purpose  of 
negotiating  treaties  of  commerce. 

Ck>ngress  proceeded  to  the  electbn,  and  the  ballots  being  taken, 
Mr.  Thomas  Jefferson  was  elected,  having  been  previously  nominated 
by  Mr.  Hardy. 

On  the  report  of  the  Conmiittee,  to  whom  was  reconmiitted  their 
report  on  sundry  letters  from  the  Minbters  of  the  United  States  in 
Europe,  Congress  came  to  the  fc^owing  resolutions : 

Whereas,  instructions  bearing  date  the  29th  day  of  October,  1783, 
were  sent  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  empowered  to  negotiate  a  peace, 
or  to  any  one  or  more  of  them,  for  concerting  drafts  or  propositions 
for  treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  commercial  powers  of 
£urope: 

Resolved,  That  it  will  be  advantageous  to  these  United  States  to 
conclude  such  treaties  with  Russia,  the  Court  of  Vienna,  Prussia, 
Denmark,  Saxony,  Hamburg,  Great  Britain,  Spain,  Portugal,  Genoa, 
Tuscany,  Rome,  Naples,  Venice,  Sardinia,  and  the  Ottoman  Porte. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  formation  of  these  treaties  the  following 
pomts  be  carefully  stipulated  : 

1st.  That  each  party  shaH  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own  produce, 
manufactures,  and  merchandize  in  their  own  bottoms  to  the  ports  of 
the  other,  and  thence  the  produce  and  merchandize  of  the  other, 
pajring,  in  both  cases,  such  duties  only  as  are  paid  by  the  most  favored 
nation,  freely,  where  it  is  freely  granted  to  such  nation,  or  paying  the 
compensation  where  such  nation  does  the  same. 

2.  That  with  the  nations  holdmg  territorial  possessions  in  America, 
a  direct  and  similar  mtercourse  be  admitted  between  the  United  States 
and  such  possessions ;  or  if  thb  cannot  be  obtamed,  then  a  direct  and 
similar  mtercourse  between  the  United  States  and  certam  free  ports 
within  such  possessions ;  that  if  thb  neither  can  be  obtained,  per- 
mission be  stipulated  to  bring  from  such  possessions,  in  their  own 
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bottoms,  the  produce  and  merchandize  thereof  to  their  States  directly ; 
and  for  these  States  to  carry  in  their  own  bottoms  their  produce  and 
merchandize  to  such  possessions  durectly. 

3.  That  these  United  States  be  considered  m  all  such  treaties,  and 
in  every  case  arising  under  them,  as  one  nation,  upon  the  principles 
of  the  Federal  Constitution. 

4.  That  it  be  proposed,  though  not  indispensably  required,  that  if 
war  should  hereafter  arise  between  the  two  contracting  parties,  the 
merchants  of  either  country,  then  residmg  in  the  other,  shall  be 
allowed  to  remain  nine  months  to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  their 
affiiirs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  off  all  their  effects,  without 
molestation  or  hindrance ;  and  all  fishermen,  all  cultivators  of  the 
earth,  and  all  artisans  or  manufacturers,  unarmed,  and  inhabiting 
unfortified  towns,  villages,  or  places,  who  labor  for  the  common 
subsistence  and  benefit  of  mankind,  and  peaceably  following  their 
respective  employments,  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  the  same,  and 
shall  not  be  molested  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy,  in  whosd 
power,  by  the  events  of  war,  they  may  happen  to  fall ;  but  if  any 
thing  b  necessary  to  be  taken  from  them,  for  the  use  of  such  armed 
force,  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price ;  and  all  mer* 
chants  and  traders,  exchanging  the  products  of  different  places,  and 
thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  comforts  of 
human  life  more  easy  to  obtain,  and  more  general,  shall  be  allowed 
to  pass  free  and  unmolested ;  and  neither  of  the  contracting  Powers 
shall  grant  or  issue  any  commission  to  any  private  armed  vesseb 
empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy  such  trading  ships,  or  mtemipt 
such  conunerce. 

5.  And  in  case  either  of  the  contracting  pardes  shall  happen  to 
be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  nation,  it  be  further  agreed,  in 
order  to  prevent  all  the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings  that  usually 
arise  respecting  the  merchandize  heretofore  called  contraband,  such 
as  arms,  ammunition,  and  military  stores  of  all  kinds,  that  no  such 
articles,  carrying  by  the  ships  or  subjects  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
enemies  of  the  other,  shall,  on  any  account,  be  deemed  contraband, 
80  as  to  induce  confiscation,  and  a  loss  of  property  to  individual* 
Nevertbeless,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  stop  such  ships,  and  detain  them 
for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think  necessary,  to  prev^t 
the  inconvenience  or  damage  that  might  ensue  firom  their  proceeding 
on  their  voyage,  paymg,  however,  a  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
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kws  such  arrest  shaU  occasion  to  the  propriet<»s;  and  it  ^all  be 
Ibrther  allowed  to  use  in  the  service  of  the  captors  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  military  stcnres  so  detamed^  paying  the  owners  the  full 
value  of  the  same,  to  be  asc^tained  by  the  current  price  at  the  place 
of  its  destinatktt.  But  if  the  other  ccmtracting  party  will  not  con- 
sent to  discontinue  the  confiscation  of  contraband  goods,  then  that  it 
be  stipukted,  that  if  the  master  of  the  vessel  stopped  will  deliver  out 
the  goods  charged  to  be  contraband,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  do  it, 
and  the  vessel  shall  not,  in  that  case,  be  carried  into  any  port,  but 
shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage. 

6.  That  in  the  same  case,  when  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
diall  happen  to  be  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  Power,  all  goods, 
]K>t  contraband,  belongmg  to  the  subjects  of  that  other  Power,  and 
shipped  in  the  bottoms  of  the  party  hereto,  who  is  not  engaged  in 
the  war,  shall  be  entirely  free.  And  that  to  ascertain  what  shall 
constitute  the  blockade  of  any  place  or  port,  it  shall  be  understood 
to  be  in  such  predicament  when  the  assailbig  Power  shall  have  taken 
such  a  station  as  to  expose  to  inmiinent  danger  any  ship  or  ships  that 
would  attempt  to  sail  in  or  out  of  the  said  port ;  and  that  no  vessel 
of  the  party  who  is  not  engaged  in  the  said  war  shall  be  stopped 
without  a  material  and  well  grounded  cause ;  and  in  such  cases  justice 
shall  be  done,  and  an  indemnification  given,  without  loss  of  time,  to 
the  persons  aggrieved  and  thus  stopped  without  sufficient  cause* 

7.  That  no  ri^t  be  stipulated  for  aUens  to  hold  real  property 
within  these  States,  this  being  utteriy  inadmissible  by  their  sev^al 
laws  and  policy;  but  when  on  the  death  of  any  person  holding  real 
estate  within  the  territories  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  such 
real  estate  would,  by  ^eir  laws,  descend  on  a  subject  at  citizen  of 
the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage,  then  he  shall  be 
allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  dispose  of  the  same,  and  withdraw  the 
prctceeds  without  molestation. 

8.  That  such  treaties  be  made  fat  a  tenn  not  exceeding  teo  years 
from  the  exchange  of  ratificatioDs. 

9.  That  these  instructioiis  be  considered  as  supplemental  to  those 
of  October  39th,  1783,  and  not  as  revoking,  ^tcept  when  ^y  con^ 
tradict  them*  That  where,  in  treaty  with  a  particular  naucy),  they 
can  procure  particular  advantages,  to  ^  specificatian  of  which  we 
have  been  unable  to  descend,  our  object  in  these  instmcticms  having 
been  to  form  outlmes  only  and  general  principles  of  treaty  with  many 
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Bftticms,  it  is  our  expectation  they  will  procwe  diem,  theu^  not 
pointed  out  in  these  mstnictions ;  and  where  they  may  be  able  to 
form  treaties  on  principles  which,  in  their  judgment,  wilt  be  more 
beneficial  to  the  United  States  than  those  herein  directed  to  be  made 
their  basis,  they  are  permitted  to  adopt  such  principles.  Tha;t  as  to 
the  duration  of  treaties,  though  we  have  proposed  to  restrain  them 
to  the  term  of  ten  years,  yet  they  are  at  Uberty  to  extend  the  same 
as  far  as  fifteen  years  with  any  nation  which  may  pertinaciously  msist 
thereon.  And  that  it  will  be  agreeable  to  us  to  have  supplemental]^ 
treaties  with  France,  the  United  Netherlands,  and  Sweden,  which 
may  bring  the  treaties  we  have  entered  into  with  them  as  nearly  as 
may  be  to  the  principles  of  those  cow  directed ;  but  that  this  be  not 
pressed,  if  the  proposal  should  be  fbund  disagreeable. 

Resohedf  That  treaties  of  amity,  or  of  amity  and  commerce,  be 
entered  into  with  Morocco,  and  the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis, 
and  Tripoli,  to  continue  for  the  same  term  of  ten  years,  or  for  a  term 
as  much  longer  as  can  be  procured. 

That  our  Ministers,  to  be  commissioned  (or  treating  with  foreign 
nations,  make  known  to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  the  great  satisfac- 
tioo  which  Congress  feel  from  the  amicable  disposition  he  has  shown 
towards  these  States,  and  his  readiness  to  enter  into  alliance  with 
them.  That  the  occupations  of  the  war,  and  distance  of  our  situa** 
tion,  have  prevented  our  meeting  his  firiendship  so  early  as  we  wished. 
But  the  powers  are  now  delegated  to  them  for  entering  into  treaty 
witii  him,  in  the  execution  of  which  they  are  ready  to  proceed,  and 
that  as  to  the  expenses  of  his  Minister,  they  do  therein  what  is  for 
the  honcn*  and  interest  of  the  United  States. 

Besohedj  That  a  commission  be  issued  to  Mr.  J.  Adams,  Mr.  B. 
Franklin,  and  Mr.  T.  Jefiferson,  giving  powers  to  them,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  to  make  and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaties  of 
ami^  and  commerce,  and  to  negotiate  and  sign  the  same,  transmitting 
them  to  Congress  for  tiieir  final  ratification ;  and  that  such  commis* 
be  in  force  for  a  term  not  exceeding  two  years." 


Ettradtfram  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  May  Uthy  1784. 

^'Tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  letter  from  the  Ministers  of 
the  United  States  in  Ekirope  bemg  amended,  wa3  agreed  to,  as  follows: 
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Resolved,  That  our  said  Ministers,  to  be  commissioned  for  treating 
with  foreign  nations,  be  referred  to  the  instructions  of  the  30th  day 
of  May,  1783,  relative  to  British  debts,  the  objects  of  which  they 
are  hereby  directed  to  urge  with  perseverance. 

That  they  require,  with  firmness  and  decision,  full  satisfaction  for 
all  slaves  and  other  property  belonging  to  citizens  of  these  States, 
taken  and  carried  away  in  violation  of  the  preliminary  and  definitive 
articles  of  peace ;  and  to  enable  them  to  do  this  on  precise  grounds. 
Congress  will  furnish  them  with  necessary  facts  and  documents. 

Resolved,  That  Doctor  Franklin  be  desired  to  notify  to  the  Apos- 
tolical Nuncio  at  Versailles,  that  Congress  will  always  be  pleased  to 
testify  their  respect  to  his  Sovereign  and  State ;  but  that  the  subject 
of  his  application  to  Doctor  Franklin  being  purely  spiritual,  it  is  with^ 
out  the  jurisdiction  and  powers  of  Congress,  who  have  no  authority  to 
permit  or  refuse  it,  these  powers  being  reserved  to  the  several  States 
individually. 

That  Doctor  Franklin  be  instructed  to  express  to  the  Court  of 
France  the  constant  desire  of  Congress  to  meet  their  wishes ;  that 
these  States  are  about  to  form  a  general  system  of  commerce,  by 
treaties  with  other  nations ;  that,  at  this  time,  we  cannot  foresee  what 
claims  might  be  given  to  those  nations,  by  the  explanatory  proposi- 
tions from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  on  the  second  and  third  articles 
of  our  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  most  Christian  Majesty ; 
but  that  he  may  be  assured  it  will  be  our  constant  care  to  place  no 
people  on  more  advantageous  ground  than  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty. 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  containing  the  claim  of  the  five  Fosters, 
brothers,  for  the  prize  of  their  vessel,  the  Three  Friends,  made  by 
Captain  Landais,  of  the  Alliance  frigate,  which  papers  were  com- 
municated by  the  Count  de  Vergennes  to  Doctor  Franklin,  to  the 
end  that  he  might  apply  to  Congress  for  an  mdemnification  of  the 
said  Fosters,  be  remitted  to  the  said  Ministers  with  a  copy  of  the 
fourth  clause  of  the  instructions  to  them,  of  October  29th,  1783,  and 
the  following  extract  firom  Doctor  Franklin's  letter  of  July  22d,  1783, 
to  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  viz:  *Mr.  Barclay  has  in  his 
<  hands  the  affair  of  the  Alliance  and  Bon  Homme  Richaril.     I  will 

*  afford  him  all  the  assistance  in  my  power ;  but  it  is  a  very  perplexed 

*  business.  That  expedition,  though,  for  particular  reasons,  under 
^American  commissions  and  colors,  was  carried  on  at  the  King's 
^  expense^  and  under  his  orders.    M.  De  Chaumont  was  the  agent 
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'appomted  by  the  Minister  of  Marine  to  make  the  outfit.  He  was 
'  also  chosen  by  all  the  captains  of  the  squadron,  as  appears  by  an 
'  instrument  under  their  hands,  to  be  their  agent,  receive,  sell,  and 

*  divide  prizes,  &c.  The  Crown  bought  two  of  them  at  public  sale ; 
*and  the  money,  I  understand,  is  lodged  m  the  hands  of  a  responsible 
'person  at  L'Orient.  M.  De  Chaumont  says  he  has  given  in  his 
<  accounts  to  the  Marine,  and  that  he  has  no  more  to  do  with  the 
'affiur,  except  to  receive  a  balance  due  to  him.  That  account,  how- 
*ever,  is,  I  believe,  unsettled ;  and  the  absence  of  some  of  the  cap- 
'  tains  is  said  to  make  another  diificulty,  which  retards  the  completion 

*  of  the  business.  I  never  paid  nor  received  anytliing  relating  to  that 
'expedition,  nor  had  any  other  concern  in  it  than  barely  ordering  the 
'Alliance  to  join  the  squadron,  at  M.  Ue  Sartine's  request.'  From 
which  extract  there  is  reason  to  believe  the  United  States  of  America 
bad  no  concern  in  the  expedition ;  but  that  it  was  carried  on  wholly 
under  the  authority  and  for  the  advantage  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty.  That  if  this  fact  should  not  be  so  apparent  as  to  give  full 
satisfacticHi  to  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  they  then  can  take  such  meas- 
ures as  in  their  discretion  shall  be  thought  most  conducive  to  an 
amicable  and  equitable  adjustment  thereof,  on  the  best  evidence  tliey 
shall  be  abfe  to  procure. 

Itesohedy  That  the  claim  of  the  Sieur  Bayard  against  these  United 
States,  for  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six  dollars,  continental  money,  is  not  founded  in 
justice,  fit>m  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  stated  by  himself, 
which  are,  that  a  vessel  and  cargo,  in  which  he  was  mterested,  sail- 
kig  in  May,  1779,  fit)m  Charleston  for  France,  was  taken  by  an 
Ekiglisb  armed  vessel,  and  retaken  by  an  American  frigate  called  the 
Bos^ ;  that  she  was  carried  to  Boston,  and  there  sold  as  French 
property  by  Mons.  de  Valnais,  Consul  for  France  at  that  port ;  that 
be  unfaithfiilly  and  irregularly,  as  is  suggested,  endeavored  to  have  • 
the  whole  adjudged  to  the  recaptors,  but  that  the  sentence  was,  tliat 
they  were  only  entided  to  one  eighth,  and  the  Sieur  Bayard's  corre- 
spondents obliged  M.  de  Valnais  to  deposite  with  the  Consul  of 
France  in  Philadelphia  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-sjx  dollars,  continental  money,  in  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, with  a  reserve  to  the  Sieur  Bayard,  against  Mons.  de  Valnais, 
of  every  right  of  redress  for  his  irregular  conduct ;  that  no  injurious 
ioterm^dling  by  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  by  any  of 
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^tf  citizens,  is  hete  oompkined  of;  thtt  die  money  was  constantly 
in  the  hands  of  tiie  Sieur  Bayard's  correspondent,  or  of  the  Consnl 
of  his  nation ;  that  he  may  indeed  have  suffered  by  its  depreciation, 
as  many  otb^s  have  suffered,  both  foreigners  and  citizens,  but  the 
htter  in  a  much>higfaer  degree  than  the  former ;  that  this  depreciation 
was  not  effected  by  any  arbitrary  change  by  Congress  in  the  value 
er  denomination  of  the  money,  (which  yet  has  been  frequently  prac- 
tised by  European  States,  y^ho  nev^  have  tliought  tb«nselves  bound 
to  make  good  the  losses  th^c^by  incurred,  either  by  their  own  citizens 
or  by  fcNi^eigfiers,)  but  ensued  against  tbe  will  and  the  imremitttng 
endeavors  of  Congress ;  diat  m  this  case,  too,  it  might  have  beeti 
lessened,  if  not  pvev^ated,  by  investing  the  money  immediately  in 
gold  and  silver,  or  in  other  comnMxlities.  Congress  are  ther^(M«  of 
opinion,  that  lliese  States  we  not  bound  to  make  good  the  loss  by 
depreciation. 

Tliat,  as  to  tiie  residue  of  tiie  claims  of  the  Sieur  Bayard,  if  founded 
in  trutii  and  right,  tiiey  lie  only  agamst  tlie  State  of  Georgia,  to  the 
Governor  of  ^hich  Cixigress  will  transmit  copies  of  the  papers, 
expressing,  at  the  same  time,  our  confidence  tiiat  that  State  will  cause 
to  be  done  in  it  what  justice  and  tiie  respect  due  between  friendly 
nations  require,  and  that  the  Sieur  Bayard  be  refi^rred  to  them. 

Resohed^  That  the  (nendly  services  rendered  by  the  Sieur  John 
Baptiste  Pequet,  agent  for  the  French  nation  at  lisbon,  to  great 
numbers  of  American  sailors  carried  prboners  into  that  port  during 
the  late  war,  and  his  suflferings  on  that  account,  merit  the  sincere 
acknowledgments  of  Congress ;  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  said 
Ministers  to  ddiver  him  these  in  honcMrable  terms,  and  to  make  him 
sudi  gratification  as  may  indemnify  his  losses  and  properly  rewnMl 
Us  zeal." 

^  Rciohedj  That  the  papers  relating  to  the  detention  of  the  schooner 
Nancy,  Captain  Gladden,  belonging  to  the  citiz^is  of  the  United 
States  residing  in  NcNth  Carolina,  be  transmitted  to  our  Ministers  for 
negotiating  treaties  with  foreign  Powers ;  and  that  they  be  instructed 
to  make  inquiry  into  the  cause  of  the  seizure  uid  detention  of  die 
Slid  schoon^  and  her  cargo ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  that  she  has  been 
unjustly  detained,  to  demand  the  release  of  the  vessel  and  the  resto- 
ration of  her  cargo,  with  adequate  damages  for  her  detention." 

^<  Resohedy  That  the  form  <^  tiie  commission  to  the  Ministers  for 
nego^ting  UPeat^  of  amity  and  commerce,  or  of  amity,  be  as  follows : 
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Hie  United  States  of  America  in  CoDgress  assembled ;  to  all  lo 
whom  these  presents  shall  come^  or  be  made  known^  send  greeting: 

Whereas,  an  intercourse  between    ■  and  the  citizens 

of  the  United  States  of  America,  founded  on  principles  of  equalitjr, 
jBciprocity  and  friendship,  znay  be  of  mtEtual  i^lvantage  to  both  na- 
tions :  Now,  tbereJGMre,  know  y^  that  we,  irefN)9iiig  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  the  integrity,  prudence,  and  abilitj  of  our  trusty  and 
beloved,  the  bwiorable  John  Adams,  late  one  of  our  Ministers  Pleni-» 
potwtiary  for  negotiating  a  peace,  and,  heretofore,  a  Delegate  in 
Ccmgress  from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  Chief  Justice  of  the 
said  State,  the  honorable  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  our  Mmbter 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  and  late  another  of  our 
Ministers  i^empotentiaiy  for  negotiating  a  peace,  and  the  honorable 
Thomas  Jefferson,  a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  late  Groremor  of  the  said  State,  have  ncnnnated,  constituted,  and 
appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nomiaate,  constitute,  and  ap- 
point the  said  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Thomas  Jeffer* 
SOD,  our  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  giving  to  them,  or  a  majori^  otf 
tbem,full  power  and  authority  for  OS,  and  m  oar  name  to  confer,  traat, 
and  negotiate,  with  the  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  Comnussioner  of 
'  ,  vested  widi  frili  and  suiScient  powers  of  and  coo- 
eenuBg  (a  treaty  of  amity,  or  a  treaty  of  amity  and  conuneroe,  ai  the 
case  may  be,)  to  make  and  receive  propositioiis  for  such  ixea^,  and 
to  ooQchide  and  sign  the  same,  transmitting  it  to  the  United  Stales 
in  Con^pess  asaeidbled,  for  thek  final  ratifieatioR.  This  commissioB 
to  oontioue  in  foice  for  a  term  not  exceedb^  twio  years  firom  the  data 
hatetiL 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  hare  oanaed  ifae  seal  of  &m  Unitei 
States  to  be  hereuBto  affixed.  Witness  his  £KceUency  Thoimas 
IGfflin,  President,  this  twelfiii  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  oar  Ixwd 
one  thoueand  seven  hundred  and  aghty-foor,  and  of  the  sovei»gnty 
and  independcDce  of  the  United  States  of  America  die  eig^ith." 


FROM  THOMAS   MirPLIN,   PR£SID£IIT   Of    COl^GREBS. 

Circular* 

Annapolub  Maj  31, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  Imve  the  honor  to  transmit  ID  yoer  Excellency  an  act  of  Con- 
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gress,  of  the  2dth  instant,  relating  to  an  insult  offered  to  the  person 
of  Monsieur  de  Marbois,  by  a  certain  Monsieur  de  Longchamps. 

By  a  letter  received  this  day  from  the  Supreme  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  it  appears  that  the  said  Longchamps  has  been 
apprehended  in  ccHisequence  of  a  warrant  issued  by  one  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  now  confined  in  the 
common  jail  at  Philadelphia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tec, 

THOMAS  MIFFLIN. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairsy  May  29M,  1784. 

"  On  the  report  of  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Dana,  and  Mr.  Howell,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  from  the  honor* 
able  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty, 
Congress  came  to  the  foUowmg  resolution : 

.  Whereas  Congress  have  been  informed  by  a  note  addressed  to  them 
by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  Mmister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  of  the  20th  instant,  and  the  papers  accompanying 
the  same,  that  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  hath  been  committed 
by  one  Longchamps,  who  calls  himself  Chevalier  de  Lpngchamps,  a 
subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  by  a  violent  assault  and  bat* 
tery  by  him  lately  made  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  upon  the  person 
of  Mr.  Marbob,  Consul  General  and  Secretary  to  the  above  legation ; 
and  that,  although  a  warrant  for  apprehending  the  offender  has  been 
duly  issued,  in  consequence  of  directicms  given  by  the  President  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  upon  application  to  him  made  for  that 
purpose  by  the  said  Minister,  he  has  not  yet  been  apprehended,  but 
absconds ;  and  b  supposed  to  have  fled  from  justice  into  some  other  of 
the  United  States :  wherefore,  to  the  end  the  said  Longchamps  may 
be  brought  to  condign  punishment  for  his  said  offence,  and  that  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  foreign  ministers,  and  of  their  families 
and  houses,  be  preserved  inviolate, 

Reiolvedy  That  it  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to  the  Supreme 
Executive  authority  of  each  of  these  United  States,  forthwith  to  issue 
their  proclamations,  offering  a  reward  of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be 
reimbursed  by  the  United  States  to  the  State  paymg  the  same,  for 
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(fiscovering  the  said  Longchamps,  so  that  he  may  be  arrested ;  and 
requiring  their  proper  civil  officers  to  arrest  him,  and  their  citizens 
m  general  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  therein,  that  he  may  be  brought 
to  justice  for  his  said  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  the  land, 
and  all  others  may  be  deterred  from  the  commission  of  such  offences." 

Translation. 

The  underwritten  Minister  has  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress 
sundry  papers  relative  to  a  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  in  the  per- 
son of  the  Consul  General  and  Secretary  to  his  Majesty's  legation  to 
the  United  States.  The  underwritten  immediately  applied  to  the 
President  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  have  the  culprit  seized, 
and  received  the  answer  herewith  enclosed.  As  Ministers,  and  per- 
sons attached  to  embassies  and  consulates,  have,  an  immediate  right 
to  the  support  of  Congress,  the  underwritten  applies  to  this  assembly 
for  their  reccnnmendation,  as  speedily  as  possible,  to  the  Government 
of  Pennsylvania,  to  take  efiectual  measures,  conformable  to  the  laws 
of  nations,  for  the  solemn  reparation  of  the  offence  committed  on  the 
perscHi  of  the  Consul  General,  and.  the  violation  of  the  privileges  of 
the  house  of  the  underwritten.  Tlie  offender  is  not  yet  apprehended ; 
and  it  is  possible  he  has  fled  into  some  other  State  in  the  confede- 
racy: the  underwritten  Minister,  therefore,  entreats  that  Congress 
would  be  pleased  to  issue  a  like  recommendation  to  all  the  other  States 
in  the  Union. 

LE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 

Philadelphia,  May  20tb,  1784. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  June  lit,  1784. 

^  A  letter  from  the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Philadelphia 
was  read  in  the  foUowbg  words : 

In  C<mndl,  Phfladtlphk,  May  S8, 1784. 

Sir, 

Some  days  ago  an  insult  was  offered  by  a  Frenchman  to  M.  de 

Maibob,  in  the  hotd  of  the  Minister  of  France ;  and  afterwards  an 

assault  was  made  upon  him  by  the  same  person  in  a  street  of  this 

city.    The  ofl^der  has  been  arrested  by  our  directioni  under  the 
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warrant  of  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  is  now  confined  m  the 
common  prison,  where  we  have  <Mrdered  him  to  be  drained.  Oar 
respect  for  Congress  induces  us  to  infann  them  of  this  a&ir ;  and 
we  should  have  done  ourselves  the  honcMr  of  making  the  communioa- 
tion  sooner,  but  that  the  criminal  was  not  in  ocmfinement  till  yester- 
day. We  should  be  much  pleased  to  be  favored  with  the  sentiments 
of  Congress  upon  this  business,  being  extremely  desirous  that  our 
proceedkigs  may  correspond  with  their  judgment,  and  to  testify  our 
determined  resolution  with  all  our  powers  to  maintain  the  dignity  of 
the  United  States,  to  preserve  the  public  repose,  to  assert  the  law  of 
nations,  and  to  manifest  our  entire  regard  for  the  representatives 
of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union. 

With  the  most  perfect  esteem,  be. 

JOHN  DICKINSON. 
His  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress* 

Whereupon  the  following  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hand,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Montgomery : 

That  Congress  highly  approve  the  determined  resolution  of  the 
Supreme  Executive  Council  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  maintain 
the  dignity  of  the  United  States,  to  preserve  the  public  repose,  to 
assert  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  manifest  their  entire  regard  for  the 
representatives  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union,  expressed  by  tbtar 
letter  of  the  28th  instant." 


FROM  THOMAS   MIFFLIN  TO  THE   MINISTER  OF   FRANCE. 

AniuipoltB,  May  31, 1784. 
Sir, 
,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  an  act  of  Con- 
gress of  the  29th  instant,  passed  in  consequence  of  your  note  of  the 
20th  instant.  Congress  are  so  well  convinced  of  the  necessity  of 
securing  to  all  foreign  Ministers,  resident  in  these  States,  every  privi- 
lege and  right  to  which  they  are  entitled  by  usage  or  the  laws  of 
nations,  that  I  am  confident  they  wiU  proceed,  without  delay,  to  a 
farther  consideratbn  of  the  subject  of  yoaar  Escdlaicy's  sev^al  let- 
ters ;  particulariy  your  last  letter,  which  has  been  just  received  and 
referr^  to  a  cocmnittee,  with  instructions  to  report  immediately. 
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Many  hnportant  subjects  which  have  been  necessarily  brought  be- 
fixre  Congress,  since  your  Excellency  Irft  Annapolis,  faa\g  hitherto 
prevented  them  from  deciding  on  the  reports  respecting  General  De 

I  hav«  the  honor  to  be,  iit.^ 

THOMAS  MIFFLBV- 


nOM  BICHARD  HENKT  LEE  TO  BENJAHIK  FRANKLIN,  HIKISTER  PLENI- 
POTENTIART   OF   THE   UNITED    STATES,  PARIS. 

Tttnton,  Daoembar  11 » 1784. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  ExceMency  a  packet  for  his 
nost  Christian  Majesty,  containmg  a  letter  from  Congress  to  that 
Monarch,  recommending  an  able  and  active  friend,  the  Marqub  la 
Fayette,  to  his  royal  frivor.  The  Marquis's  former  and  recent  ser- 
vices to  America  deserve,  and  have  secured  to  him,  the  warmest 
attachment  of  these  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEE, 


WmiCm  BfCHARl)   HENRT  LEE   TO  THE  MAR(tUI8  LA  FAVETTE. 

TrMt#B,  DmuUt  11»  17M. 
My  dear  sir,  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  for  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States,  at'  the  Court  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  which  covers  a  letter  to  our  great  and  good  ally,  a  copy  of 
wfaidh  I  have  also  the  pleasure  to  enclose  for  your  satisfaction.  I 
assure  you,  my  dear  friend,  that  I  feel  myself  singularly  happy  in 
observing  the  unanimous  disposition  that  prevails  in  Congress  to  pro- 
mote your  glory,  for  I  do  most  sincerely  wish  you  every  feGcity  that 
dkii  world  can  affi>rd. 

I  am,  with  unfeigned  esteem,  &c. 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 
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Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affain,  December  9, 1784. 

"  The  Committee,  consbting  of  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Williamson,  and 
Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  6th,  (rom  the  Mar- 
quis de  la  Fayette,  reported : 

That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  merit  and  services  of 
the  Marquis  render  it  proper  that  such  an  opportunity  of  takiAg  leave 
of  Congress  be  afforded  him  as  may  strongly  manifest  their  regard 
and  esteem  for  him:  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  a  Committee,  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each 
State,  be  appointed  to  receive  tlie  Marquis,  and  in  the  name  of  Con- 
gress to  take  leave  of  him.  Tliat  they  be  instnicted  to  assure  him, 
that  Congress  continue  to  entertain  the  same  high  sense  of  hb  abili- 
ties and  zeal  to  promote  the  welfare  of  America,  both  here  and  in 
Europe,  which  they  have  frequently  expressed  and  manifested  on 
former  occasions,  and  which  the  recent  marks  of  hb  attention  to 
their  commercial  and  other  interests  have  perfectly  confirmed.  That 
as  hb  uniform  and  unceasing  attachment  to  this  country  has  resem- 
bled that  of  a  patriotic  citizen,  the  United  States  regard  him  with 
particular  affection,  and  will  not  cease  to  feeP  an  interest  in  whatever 
may  concern  his  honor  and  prosperity ;  and  that  their  best  and  kindest 
wbhes  will  always  attend  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Read, 

Resolvedy  That  a  letter  be  written  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty, 
to  be  signed  by  hb  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  expressive 
of  the  high  sense  which  tlie  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
entertain  of  the  zeal,  talents,  and  meritorious  services  of  the  Marqub 
of  Fayette,  and  recommending  him  to  the  favor  and  patronage  of 
bis  Majesty." 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs y  December  13fA, 

1784. 

'<  Mr.  Jay,  chairman  of  the  Conmiittee,  consistmg  of  a  member 
from  each  State,  appointed  to  receive  and  take  leave  of  the  Marqub 
de  la  Fayette,  reported,  that  on  the  11th  inst.  they  received  the  Mar- 
quis in  the  Congress  chamber,  and  took  leave  of  him  agreeably  to 
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the  mstructions  given  them  on  that  subject,  that  they  communicated 
to  him  the  puqiort  of  the  resolutions  of  the  ninth ;  and  that  he  there- 
upon made  the  following  answer: 

Sir, 

While  it  pleases  the  United  States,  in  Congress,  so  kindly  to  receive 
me,  I  want  words  to  express  the  feelmgs  of  a  heart  which  delights  in 
their  present  situatipn,  and  the  bestowed  marics  of  their  esteem. 

Since  I  joined  the  standard  of  liberty,  to  this  wbhed  for  hour  of 
my  personal  congratulations,  I  have  seen  such  glorious  deeds  per- 
formed, and  virtues  displayed,  by  the  sons  of  America,  that  in  the 
instant  of  my  first  concern  for  them,  I  had  anticipated  but  a  part  of 
my  love  and  regard  which  devote  me  to  this  rising  empire. 

During  our  revolution,  sir,  I  obtained  an  unlimited  indulgent  con- 
fidence, which  I  am  equally  proud  and  happy  to  acknowledge ;  it 
dates  with  the  time  when,  an  inexperienced  youth,  I  could  only  claim 
my  respected  friends'  paternal  adoption.  It  has  been  most  benevo- 
lently continued  throughout  every  circumstance  of  the  cabinet  and 
the  field ;  and  in  personal  fiiendships  I  have  often  found  a  support 
against  public  difficulties.  While  on  this  solemn  occasion,  I  mention 
my  obligations  to  Congress,  the  States,  the  people  at  large,  permit 
me  also  to  remember  the  dear  military  companions,  to  whose  services 
their  country  is  so  much  indebted. 

Having  felt,  both  for  the  timely  aid  of  my  country,  and  for  the 
part  she,  with  a  beloved  King,  acted  in  the  cause  of  mankind,  I 
enjoy  an  alliance  so  well  riveted  by  mutual  affection,  by  interest, 
and  even  local  situation.  Recollection  ensures  it.  Futurity  does 
but  enlarge  the  prospect ;  and  the  private  intercourse  will  every  day 
increase,  which  independent  and  advantageous  trade  cherishes,  in 
proportion  as  it  is  well  understood. 

in  unbounded  wishes  to  America,  sir,  I  am  happy  to  observe  the 
prevailing  dispositicHi  of  the  people  to  strengthen  the  Confederation, 
preserve  public  faith,  regulate  trade,  and  in  a  proper  guard  over 
continental  magazines  and  firontier  posts,  in  a  general  system  of 
militia,  in  foreseeing  attention  to  the  Navy,  to  ensure  every  kind  of 
safety.  May  this  immense  temple  of  freedom  ever  stand  a  lesson  to 
oppressors,  an  example  to  the  oppressed,  a  sanctuary  for  the  rights 
of  mankind  And  may  these  happy  United  States  attain  that  com- 
plete splendor  and  prosperity  which  will  illustrate  the  blessings  ol 
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tbek  GovenmieDty  and  lor  ages  to  come  rejoice  the  departed  soub  of 
its  founders. 

However  unwilling  to  trespass  oa  your  time,  I  must  yet  present 
you  with  my  gratefiil  thanks  (or  the  late  favor  of  Congress ;  and 
never  can  they  oblige  me  so  much  as  when  they  put  it  in  my  power, 
in  every  part  of  the  world,  to  the  latest  day  of  my  life,  to  gratify  the 
attachment  which  will  ever  rank  me  among  the  most  zealous  and 
respectful  servants  of  the  United  States." 


FROM  THS   CONGRESS   OT  THE   UNTTED  STATES   TO  LOUIS   SIXTEENTH, 
KING    OP   PRANCE    AND   NAVARRE. 

TVtoton,  DieiBibtr  II,  1784. 

Gifeat,  faidifiil,  aod  bebved  Friend  and  Ally, 
The  various  and  important  acts  of  friendship  done  by  your  Majesty 
to  these  States,  have  inspired  them  with  strong  attachment  to  your 
p^on,  and  with  firm  confid^ce  in  your  friendly  disposition  towards 
them.  Both  these  considerarions  unite  in  urging  us  to  recommend 
to  your  Majesty's  particular  attention  and  favor,  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  a  nobleman  who  has  ably  promoted  the  mlerests  of  both 
countries,  wad  acquired  gk»ry  by  strenuous  and  successful  endeavors 
to  advance  our  mutual  honor,  prosp^ty,  and  confidence. 

Peimit  us  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  we  not  only  approve,  but 
admire,  his  conduct.  We  entertain  esteem  and  affection  finr  him  as 
a  man.  We  think  highly  of  hb  talents,  and  are  convinced  of  his 
^position  to  perpetuate  the  amity  and  good  understanding  whieb^ 
we  pray  God,  may  ever  subsist  between  France  and  America. 

May  the  author  of  all  good  continue  to  bless  your  Majesty,  your 
ftmily,  and  people,  and  keep  you  and  them  under  his  holy  protectioB. 
By  the  unanimous  order  of  Congress. 

RICHARD  HENRT  LEE, 
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IBOV  THX  KINO  <J9  FBAMCE  TO  THE  CONCKESS  Of  THE  UNITED  STATES 

OF  AMEBICA. 

Translation* 

WriCttB  ai  VtrMiltoi,  tht  lOdi  BTty,  1785. 

Veij  dear  Friends  and  Allies, 
Hie  Bferquis  de  la  Fayette  has  delivered  to  us  the  letter  which 
joa  wrote  to  as  the  31st  December  last. 

We  observe  with  real  satisfaction  the  firesh  assurances  jou  there 
give  us  of  your  attachment  to  our  person.  The  interest  we  lake  in 
the  prosperity  of  your  Government  is  known  to  you,  and  we  will 
always  embrace  with  pleasure  every  opportunity  of  giving  you  proofs 
of  it.  The  justice  which  you  do  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  caa- 
firms,  more  and  more,  the  opinion  we  have  also  of  his  zeal  and 
talents,  and  cannot  but  add  to  the  desire  we  have  of  giving  him 
fiirtfa^  marks  of  our  satisfaction :  entertain  no  doubt  of  the  affection 
and  friendship  which  we  bear  to  the  United  States  in  general,  and  to 
each  of  them  m  particular.  We  pray  God,  very  dear  and  very  great 
friends  and  allies,  to  have  you  in  his  hdy  keeping. 
Your  good  friend  and  ally, 

LOUIS. 
Gravier  de  Vergennes. 


FROM  RICHARI>  HENRT  LEE  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN,  PARIS. 

TrenUm,  Dtotmbar  14, 1784. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  resolve  of  Con- 
gress passed  this  day,  the  arrival  of  which  in  due  season  to  prevent 
die  signing  of  the  convenUon  alluded  to,  until  an  opportunity  of 
reconsidering  it  m  full  Congress  may  be  had,  will  be  very  agreeable 
to  that  body. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 
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Extract  from  the  J^cret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairty  December  14, 

1784. 

"  On  motion  of  Mr.  Jay,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 
Resolved  unanimously,  eight  States  only  being  represented,  That 
his  Excellency  the  President  inform  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France,  that  it  is  the  desire  of 
Congress,  in  case  the  convention  proposed  for  regulating  and  ascer- 
taining the  powers  and  privileges  of  Consuls,  should  not  be  already  * 
signed,  that  he  delay  signing  it  until  be  shall  receive  further  instruc- 
tions on  the  subject  from  Congress." 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  December  15M, 

1784. 

"  The  Charge  d' Afiaires  of  France  having  sent  to  Congress  a  note, 
with  sundry  papers  enclosed,  of  which  the  following  are  translations : 

The  undersigned,  Charge  d'Affaires  of  France,  has  the  honor  to 
present  to  Congress  a  letter  of  Don  Francisco  Rendon,  Agent  of  the 
Court  of  Madrid.  This  letter,  and  the  extract  accompanying  it, 
relate  to  the  limits  of  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas,  as  well  as  to  the  nav- 
igation of  the  Mississippi.  The  undersigned  has  the  honor  to  assure 
Congress,  that  the  King  will  see,  with  great  pleasure,  every  measure 
which  shall  be  taken  to  consolidate  and  maintam  a  good  understand- 
ing between  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States. 

DE  MARBOIS. 

Philadelphia,  19th  Nov.  1784. 


Translation  of  the  enclosed  letter. 

FROM  FRANCISCO  RENDON  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Excellency  an  extract 
of  a  letter  which  I  have  lately  received  from  Don  Joseph  de  Galvez, 
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Minister  of  bis  Catholic  Majesty  for  the  Department  of  the  Indies. 
I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  it  before  Congress,  and  communicate 
the  contents  to  the  Governor  and  President  of  the  several  States. 
His  Majesty  is  persuaded  that  Congress  will  admit  the  justice  of  a 
claim  which  is  founded  on  all  the  rights  which  an  entire  conquest 
and  an  uninterrupted  possession  can  give  to  any  Po\/er ;  and  that 
they  will  agree  that  the  cession  of  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 
made  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  in  the  treaty 
of  1783,  can  have  no  real  force,  unless  the  Catholic  King,  my  master, 
to  whom  the  navigation  of  that  river  belongs,  shall  think  proper  to 
ratify  it.  I  see  with  pleasure,  by  the  contents  of  the  extract  enclosed, 
that  there  is  a  probability  that  Spain  and  the  United  States  will  very 
soon  confirm,  by  a  solid  and  durable  treaty,  that  friendship  which 
has  already  for  several  years  subsisted  between  the  two  nations.  I 
hope  that  all  objects  about  which  there  is  any  doubt  will  then  be 
settled  and  terminated  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  his  Majesty  and 
Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

FRANCISCO  RENDON. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Don  Joseph  de  Galvez,  Minister  of  his 
Catholic  Majesty  for  the  Department  of  the  Indies,  to  Don  Fran 
cisco  Rendon,  dated 

AranjucK,  Jant  26, 1784. 

<<  Until  the  limits  of  Louisiana  and  the  two  Floridas  shall  be  set* 
tied  and  determined  with  the  United  States  of  America,  his  Majesty 
commands  that  you  should  give  the  States  and  Congress  to  under- 
stand, that  they  are  not  to  expose  to  process  and  confiscation  the 
vessels  which  they  destine  to  carry  on  commerce  on  the  river  Missis- 
appi,  in  as  much  as  a  treaty  concluded  between  the  United  States 
tod  England,  on  which  the  former  ground  their  pretensions  to  the 
navigation  of  that  river,  could  not  fix  limits  in  a  territory  which  that 
Power  did  not  possess,  the  two  borders  of  the  river  bemg  already 
conquered  and  possessed  by  our  anns  tlie  day  the  treaty  was  made, 
namely,  the  dOth  Nov/ember,  1782.  This  order  I  connnunicate  to 
yoQ  that  you  may  conform  yourself  thereto."  . 

JOSEPH  DE  GALVEZ. 

Vol-  L— 7 
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Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  Decetnber  ISth, 

1784.    • 

"  The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  note,  dated  19th  Novem- 
ber, from  M.  de  Marbois,  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France,  with  the 
papers  enclosed,  delivered  in  a  report :  whereupon, 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  for  ForeSgn  Affitirs  be  mstructed  to 
inform  M.  de  Marbois,  Charge  d'Afisures  of  France,  that  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled  have  received  his  note  of  the  19th 
November,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  and  are  happy  in  the  assurance 
given  that  his  most  Christian  Majesty  will  see  with  pleasure  measures 
taken  to  consolidate  and  maintain  a  good  understanding  between  bis 
Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States ;  and  they  flatter  themselves 
that  their  disposition  and  endeavors  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  the 
Catholic  King  will  produce  the  desired  eflfect. 

That  Congress  have  a  high  confidence  in  the  justice  of  his  Cadi* 
olic  Majesty,  and  irely  that  be  will  submit  the  mutual  rights  of  Spain 
and  the  United  States  of  America  to  amicable  discussion,  without 
adopting  measures  which  may  prejudice  those  rights." 

December  llth. 

"  That  it  is  necessary  a  Minister  be  commissioned  to  represent  the 
United  States  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting 
the  interfering  claims  of  the  two  nations  respecting  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  other  matters  highly  interesting  to  the  peace  ^d 
good  understanding  which  ought  to  subsist  betwe^  them." 

<<  Ordered,  That  the  Committee  who  brought  in  the  report  prepare 
a  draft  of  instructions  to  the  Minister  to  represent  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  Madrid." 
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CORRESPONDENCE,  &c. 

FBOM  MONSIEUR  DE   MABBOIS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  Dectmber  1, 1784. 

The  Chevalier  De  la  Luzerne,  and  since  his  departure,  the  under- 
signed, Charge  d'A6hires  of  hb  Majesty,  have  received  frequent 
erdecs  to  press  the  officers,  agents,  and  other  accountants  employed 
for  the  service  of  the  land  and  sea  service  on  tins  continent,  during 
the  late  war,  to  render  their  accounts.  Tliese  agents  and  others 
delay  rendering  their  accounts  for  divers  causes ;  but  most  of  tliem 
allege  the  difficulty  they  meet  with  in  bringing  to  account  the  agents 
or  correspondents  in  America  whom  they  have  employed.  They  add, 
that  when  process  is  commenced  for  settling  the  accounts  between 
them  and  the  Americans^  the  latter  avail  themselves  of  the  slowness 
in  the  usual  forms  ofjustice^  in  order  to  gain  time,  and  fatigue  their 
adversaries  with  aU  sorts  of  delays^  until  their  affairs  indispensably 
call  them  to  France,  and  force  them  to  submit  to  an  unjust  accommo- 
dation. 

Whatever  may  be  the  grounds  of  these  allegations,  the  undersigned 
has  the  honor  to  inform  Congress,  that  the  agents'  agents  employed 
OD  this  continent,  by  refusing  to  render  their  accounts,  put  it  out  of 
the  power  of  the  treasurers  general  of  the  department  of  war  ^nd 
marine  to  settle  theirs,  and  of  consequence  that  the  distribution  of 
prizes  cannot  be  made  to  tlie  officers  and  seamen  of  the  different 
squadrons.  To  remove  every  pretext  or  excuse  from  the  agents,  the 
undersigned  entreats  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  consider 
whether  it  might  not  be  proper  for  them  to  recommend  to  the  several 
States  the  passing  of  laws  for  determinbg,  in  a  summar}'  way,  in 
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their  superior  courts,  the  differences  of  this  nature  which  eiust,  or 
may  arise  on  account  of  the  fleet  and  army  of  his  Majesty  during 
the  laie  war.  If  Congress  shall  think  proper  to  adopt  this  measure, 
the  undersigned  prays  that  they  would  be  pleased  not  to  delay  the 
recommendations  to  the  several  States,  which  are  now  assembled  in 
their  legislative  capacity,  and  he  considers  this  as  the  principal  means 
of  executing  the  orders  he  has  received,  not  to  admit  of  any  further 
delay  of  the  agents  of  the  French  fleet  and  army  in  rendering  their 
accounts. 

DE  MARBOK. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  December  I6thy 

1784. 

<<  On  the  report  of  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Gard* 
ner,  and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  from  the  Charge 
d' Affaires  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  dated  the  1st  December, 
1784,  respecting  delays  and  difficulties  complained  of  by  French 
Agents  in  settling  tlieir  accounts  in  this  country, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  note  be  immediately  sent  to  the 
different  States ;  and  that  it  be  recommended  to  them  to  pass  such 
remedial  laws  on  the  subject  as  tlieir  respective  constitutions  may 
permit,  and  that  a  copy  of  this  resolution  be  transmitted  to  the  said 
Charge  d'Afiaires." 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE  MARBOIS. 

Translation. 

Trenton,  December  7th,  1784. 

The  undersigned,  Charge  d'Affaires  of  France,  lias  the  honor  to 
present  to  Congress  the  demands  of  the  h^rs  of  three  French  officers, 
who  died  in  tlie  service  of  the  United  States  during  the  late  war* 
The  first  relates  to  the  late  M.  de  la  Radiere,  Colonel  in  the  Corps 
of  Eingmeers.  The  undersigned,  in  virtue  of  fiiU  powers  from  the 
heir  of  this  officer,  has  had  his  accounts  settled  by  M.  Pierce,  from 
which  it  appears  that,  on  the  17th  Nov.,  1779,  the  time  of  his  death, 
there  was  due  to  him  a  balance  of  $2,657  30  specie.     Hk  brother^ 
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who  is  his  sole  heir,  expects  that  balance  should  be  paid  to  him  ir 
ceitffioates  and  ready  money,  as  has  been  done  to  the  officers  of  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  who  have  quitted  the  service.  But  to  this  b 
opposed  a  resoluticm  of  Congress  of  lOth  April,  1780,  which  excludes 
all  Q&cerSy  be,  who  were  not  in  service  on  that  day  from  any  benefit 
arising  from  depreciation  on  pay,  &c.  The  undersigned  entreats  that 
Congress  would  be  pleased  to  consider  that  M.  de  la  Radiere  did  not 
quit  the  service,  but  died  in  it ;  and  he  is  desirous  to  transmit  to  the 
heir  of  this  officer  a  favorable  resolution  toucliing  the  demand  made.    , 

The  second  demand  is  present^  to  Congress  by  the  undersigned 
in  the  name  of  the  heirs  and  creditors  of  the  late  Colonel  Malmedy^ 
who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  The  Charge  d' Afiaires 
of  France  has  in  his  possession  a  certificate  issued  by  Mr.  Nourse,  on 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  deceased,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  2,420  dollars,  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum* 
He  begs  that  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  order  this  certificate  to  be 
converted  into  a  contract  which  may  be  negotiated  to  the  advantage 
of  the  heirs  and  creditors  of  M.  de  Malmedy,  or  that  other  measures 
may  be  taken  conformable  to  the  regulations  adopted  by  Congress  in 
similar  cases. 

The  undersigned  has  also  the  honor  to  remind  Congress  of  the 
reiterated  demands  made  by  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  touching 
the  debt  due  by  the  United  States  to  the  widow  and  children  of  the 
late  General  Baron  De  Kalb.  Congress  will  be  pleased  to  recollect 
that  this  officer  bebg  charged,  m  1780,  with  command  of  a  Division 
marching  to  the  South,  received  firom  M.  Palfirey  226,000  dollars,  for 
the  purpose  of  defraying  arrears  of  clothing,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
Maryland  Line  on  their  march  to  the  Southward — he  to  be  account- 
able. General  De  Kalb  having  been  slain  in  the  battle  of  .Camden, 
and  his  papers  fidling  into  the  bands  of  the  enemy,  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  recover  the  vouchers  to  pirove  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  received.  The  undersigned  entreats  Congress  to  consider 
whether  it  would  not  be  just  to  authorize  the  Department  of  War  to 
pass  this  sum  in  account  as  employed  for  the  purpose  designed ;  and 
be  entreats  that  Congi'ess  wbuld,  at  the  same  time,  determme  what 
diey  think  ought  in  justice  to  be  done  in  favor  of  the  widow  and 
children  of  the  late  Creoeral,  agreeably  to  the  rules  established  by 
Cmigress  in  cases  of  a  like  nature. 

DE  MARBOIS. 
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Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs^  December  l&A, 

1784. 

«  On  the  report  of  a  Comibittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Grard^ 
ner,  and  Mr.  Ellery,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  fixxn  the  Charge 
d'Afiaires  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  dated  7th  December,  1784, 
respectbg  the  demands  of  the  heirs  of  three  French  officers  who 
died  in  the  American  service, 

Resolved,  That  the  various  and  important  objects  of  national  con- 
cern which  at  present  engage  the  attention  of  Congress  will  not 
permit  them  to  examine  and  ascertain  the  facts  on  which  the  pro- 
priety of  the  demand  in  question  must  be  decided ;  and,  therefore, 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Paymaster  General,  with  orders  to 
examine  and  ascertain  the  justice  of  the  said  demands  with  all  pos- 
sible expedition,  and  report  thereon  to  Congress." 


FROM   MONSIEUR  D£   MARBOIS. 

Translation. 

Trenton,  Decembtr  7, 1784. 

The  underwritten,  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France,  has  the  honor  to 
inform  Congress  that  he  has  received  some  communications  relative 
to  a  debt  contracted  on  account  of  the  Continental  frigate,  the  Con- 
federacy, with  the  Treasurer-General  r  f  the  navy  of  the  Kmg.  This 
frigate  bemg  at  Martinique  in  1779,  Sieur  Borde,  the  correspondent 
of  the  Commissary  General,  made  advances  amounting  to  64,067 
livres,  12  sous,  2d'rs.,  for  provisions  and  refreshments  necessary  to 
the  crew ;  he  was  reimbursed  by  drafts  upon  the  Commissary,  who, 
ccmsidering  the  transaction  as  foreign  to  the  service,  refused  to  accept 
them,  and  sent  the  bearer  to  Mr.  Franklm,  who  did  not  pay  them. 
These  bills  were  about  to  be  protested,  and  to  prevent  the  inconv^i- 
iences  which  would  have  resulted  fixHn  the  protest  to  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States  m  similar  cases,  the  Treasurer-General  of  the 
marine  paid  them  when  they  became  due.  He  now  requests  that . 
the  expenditure  may  be  accounted  for,  and  the  undersigned  prays 
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Congress  to  infonn  him  in  what  manner  the  advances  made  for  the 
United  States  will  be  refunded.  The  person  responsible  being  under 
the  necessity  of  rendering  his  accounts  regularly,  tlie  undersigned 
entreats  of  Congress  that  they  will  be  pleased,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  act  upon  the  reclamation  which  be  has  submitted. 

DE  MARBOIS. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs^  December  16tA, 

1784. 

"On  the  report  of  a  Committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Gard- 
ner, and  Mr.  EUlery,  to  whotn  was  referred  a  note  from  the  Charge 
d'Afikires  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  respecting  moneys  advanced 
for  refitting  the  American  frigate  Confederacy, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  note  be  referred  to  the  Commissioner  for 
settling  accounts  in  the  Marine  department,  and  that  he  be  ordered 
to  report  thereon  to  Congress  without  delay." 


VBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  DE  MABBOIS. 

Office  of  Foreign  Adkira,     ^ 
Trenton,  December  23, 1784.  \ 
Sir, 
Having  accepted  the  place  of  Secretary  few  Foreign  Affairs,  it 
becomes  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Congress  will  adjourn  to-morrow 
to  meet  at  the  City  of  New  York  on  Tuesday,  the  11th  day  of  Jan- 
uary next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


JTBOM  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation.^ 

Trtnton,  Dtcember  34, 1784. 
Sir, 
On  my  arrival  m  this  city,  I  was  infom^ed  by  his  Excellency  the 
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President  of  Congress,  that  you  had  accepted  the  office  of  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Affairs.  Thb  news  has  caused  me  great  pleasure,  from 
the  satisfaction  which  it  wil^  give  to  my  Ckmrt,  as  well  as  on  account 
of  the  advantages  which  the  United  States  will  derive  from  your 
ministry.  I  hope  to  have  the  honor  of  complimenting  you  personally 
at  New  York  in  the  course  of  the  month  of  February  next  ensuing. 
As  I  shall  quit  Philadelphia  about  that  time,  I  ought  to  inform 
you  that,  agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  Congress,  the  portraits  of 
the  King  and  Queen,  presented  by  his  Majesty  to  that  assembly, 
have  been  deposited  in  my  house,  to  remain  there  until  they  can  be 
placed  in  the  situation  which  Congress  shall  make  its  residence.  I 
beg  you  to  be  pleased  to  inform  me  what  may  be  the  intentions  of 
Congress  with  respect  to  the  destination  of  these  pictures  after  the 
month  of  March  next. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   MONSIEUB  DE   MABBOIS. 

Offiee  of  Foreign  Affairs,      i 
Ntw  York,  DMember  S8, 1784.  ) 

Sir, 

I  received  yesterday  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  on  the  24th  inst.,  two  days  before  which  I  wrote  to  you  by  the 
post,  that  I  had  accepted  the  place  of  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs, 
and  that  Congress  would  the  next  day  adjourn  to  meet  at  this  place 
on  the  1 1th  day  of  next  month.  Accept  my  thanks  for  the  obligiog 
terms  in  which  you  mention  this  appointment,  and  be  assured  that 
every  occasion  of  promoting  and  confirming  mutual  confidence  and 
friendship  between  our  countries  will  ^ve  me  pleasure. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to.  Congress 
the  arrival  of  their  most  Christian  Majesties'  portraits,  with  which 
the  King  has  been  pleased  to  present  them,  and  I  flatter  myself  with 
being  soon  enabled  to  convey  to  you  the  pleasing  sense  with  which 
that  obliging  mark  of  hb  royal  attention  will  have  impressed  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  MOHSIEUR  DK  HABBOIS  TO  JOHV  JIT. 

Translation. 

Ntw  York,  Juauarj  97, 1785. 

k  is  much  to  be  desired  that  Congress  would  direct  to  be  conunu* 
nicated  to  the  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France,  those  measures  which 
hare  been,  or  are  about  to  be  taken,  in  consequence  of  the  note 
which  he  had  the  honor  to  transmit  in  the  beginning  of  the  month 
of  December  last,  upon  the  afiairs  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Rendon  entertains  the  opinion  that  his  Court  will  be  disposed 
tocede  that  portion  of  the  Floridas  which,  by  the  treaty  between  Great 
Britam  and  the  United  States,  has  been  assigned  to  the  United  States. 
But  he  does  not  bdieve  that  his  Court  will  make  this  cession  in  con* 
sideration  of  that  treaty.  He  thinks  it  should  be  regarded  only  as  a 
continuance  of  the  desire  with  which  bis  master  is  animated,  to  give 
to  the  United  States  a  proof  of  his  good  will  and  friendship.  He 
farther  believes  that  the  port  of  New  Orleans  may  be  opened  to  the 
American  commerce  and  navigation  by  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Rendon,  however,  gives  these  conjectures  only  as  his  private 
opinion,  declaring  he  has  no  instructions  upon  the  subject. 

Whether  Mr.  Bingham  has  been  reimbursed  the  advances  made 
by  the  correspondent  of  the  Ccnnmissary  General  for  the  frigate  Cod« 
federacy  ?  If  he  has  been,  in  what  manner  ought  the  payment  of 
the  correspondent  to  operate  in  tlie  absence  of  Mr.  Bingham  ? 

The  commerce  between  France  and  her  colonies  on  the  one  part, 
and  the  United  States  on  the  other,  having  been  regulated  by  a  treaty, 
it  can  only  be  modiBed  after  a  full  examination  of  the  changes  which 
will  be  proposed ;  and  the  Charge  d^ Affidres  of  France  will  receive 
with  much  pleasure  any  communications  which  Mr.  Jay  may  make 
him  upon  the  sulject.  He  can  assure  him  m  advance,  that  the 
United  States  will  experience,  on  the  part  of  the  (Jovemment  of 
France,  every  facility  in  accordance  with  the  advantage  of  the  sub- 
jects of  the  kingdom  and  the  established  system. 

The  American  Plenipotentiaries  have  probably  already  informed 
Congress  of  the  new  proof  which  his  Majesty  gives  of  his  a&ction 
and  friendship  to  the  United  States,  in  opening  to  them  the  ports  of 
the  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon,  heretofore  closed.    The  American 
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merchants  and  navigators  can  now  proceed  there  from  the  ports  of 
this  continent,  where  they  will  be  received ;  they  can  there  obtain 
refreshments,  dis|K>se  of  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  their  cargoes,  or 
continue  their  voyage  to  the  Indies  or  China.  They  can,  on  their 
return,  again  touch  at  those  islands,  and  sell  the  whole  or  a  part  of 
their  cargoes.  They  will  be  privileged,  also,  to  provide  themselves 
with  the  merchandize  and  productions  of  these  two  colonies.  It  is 
hoped  that  the  reciprocal  advantages  which  will  result  from  these 
arrang^nents,  may  operate  with  the  Court  of  Versailles  to  render 
them  permanent. 

Without  repeatmg  here  what  the  Charge  d' Affiiires  of  France  had 
the  honor  to  mention  to  Mr.  Jay,  he  restricts  himself  to  engage  him 
to  make  his  report  of  it,  in  order  that  Congress  may  judge  of  the 
necessity  of  (uifillmg  their  engagements,  and  to  entreat  hun  to  com- 
municate such  measures  as  may  be  enacted  on  this  subject. 

Different  notes  on  this  subject  have  been  presented  to  the  Con- 
gress. Mr.  Jay  b  entreated  to  bring  them  again  to  notice.  He  will 
there  see  the  situation  to  which  many  French  merchants  are  reduced 
by  reposing  confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  United  States.  By  refer- 
ring to  the  Journals  of  Congress,  he  will  find  that  that  body  has 
recommended  to  the  dififerent  States  to  enact  laws  in  order  to  raise 
the  necessary  sums  for  the  payment  of  tlie  interest  of  the  loan  office 
certificates,  held  by  foreigners.  In  effect  some  laws  have  been  passed 
for  that  purpose,  particularly  in  Pennsylvania ;  but  in  this  very  State 
they  have  excluded  foreigners  firom  a  dividend,  notwithstanding  the 
pressing  remonstrances  of  the  Minister,  and  subsequently  of  the 
Chargi  d'Afiaires  of  the  King.  It  appears  tliat  Congress  is  at 
present  occupied  with  this  business,  in  consequence  of  the  last  note 
transmitted.  As  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  is  about  to  meet, 
and  as  they  appear  disposed  to  pay  the  holders  of  certificates,  who 
are  inhabitants  of  that  State,  he  is  desirous  that  Congress  may  address 
new  recommendations,  or  rather  that  they  would  assign  a  fund  for 
the  payment,  as  it  appears  the  State  is  not  disposed  to  conform  to 
tlie  recommendations  which  have  been  made. 

The  Charg'  d'Affiiires  of  the  King  has  had  tlie  honor  to  transmit 
to  Congress  a  note  bearing  date  the  7th  of  last  December,  relating 
to  the  claims  of  the  heirs  of  different  French  officers.  Congress 
resolved,  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month,  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Paymaster  General,  with  instructions  to  report  thereupon  as  promptly 
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as  possible.     Mr.  Jay  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicate  to  the 
Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France  the  present  state  of  thb  business. 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FBOM  XONSISUR  DE  JIABBOUI  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  Yorict  January  28, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  note,  where  I  have  recapitulated, 
in  a  few  words,  the  principal  points  of  the  conference  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  hold  with  you  yesterday.  I  have  there  also  mentioned 
some  other  points  which  we  were  prevented  from  discussing.  I  shall 
be  very  grateful  for  any  attention  you  may  give  to  those  different 
subjects.  I  have  also  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  originals  of 
the  pieces  relative  to  the  prosecution  of  Longchamps.  I  entreat  you 
to  accept  the  communication,  and,  if  it  b  necessary,  to  make  it  like- 
wise to  Congress,  whenever  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  address  you 
officially  a  demand  for  tho  surrender  of  the  culprit.  I  wish,  sir,  to 
ccmsult  with  you  upon  my  conduct  in  this  afiair,  in  order  to  prevent 
its  occasioning  any  interruption  of  communication  between  the  two 
Powers,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent  any  coldness,  which  appears  to 
me  much  to  be  apprehended,  if  the  King  does  not  obtain  satisfaction. 
If  ulterior  explanations  should  be  required,  touching  any  of  the  dif- 
ferent subjects  upon  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  converse  with 
JOQ,  I  will  hasten  to  give  them. 

I  am,  with  respectful  attachment,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


BOTE  FROM  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS  TO  JOHN  JIT. 

Translation. 

Monsieur  De  Marbois  presents  his  respects  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  has 
the  honor  to  communicate  to  him  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  France, 
which  he  did  not  receive  until  to-day,  on  account  of  its  having  taken 
the  route  of  Philadelphia.  He  places  some  reliance  upon  the  news 
which  it  contains. 

Monday  morning. 
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Traiwlation* 

Pftrif,  13th  of  tht  9th  Month,  1784. 

«The  affiurs  of  Holland  continue  to  give  us  much  mquietude. 
The  government  of  the  Low  Countries  has  dispatched  many  vessels 
which  have  been  stopped  by  the  Dutch  upon  the  Scheldt.  The 
Count  d'Ochra  has  been  very  active  here ;  but  it  is  yet  unknown 
what  he  has  done,  and  whether  we  shall  be  reconciled  to  the  King, 
his  brother.  The  Imperial  troops  approach,  but  not  in  great  num* 
bers,  as  the  Emperor  cannot,  without  imprudence,  weaken  himself 
on  the  side  of  Prussia.  Luxemburg  b  destitute  of  troops,  and  the 
militia  there  mount  guard.  It  is  hoped  that  the  prudence  of  our 
Minister  will  arrange  thb  important  affair.  With  respect  to  the 
Hollanders,  it  is  not  the  navigation  of  the  Scheldt  alone  which  b 
involved ;  if  they  suffer  their  rights  and  privileges  to  be  attacked  on 
one  point,  the  next  attempt  will  be  perhaps  upon  their  independence." 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  DB  MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreipi  Affiun,     \ 
New  York,  January  31, 1785.  { 
Sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  note  of  this  date,  enclosing  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Paris,  of  the  12th  November  last,  for  which 
I  diank  you,  and  which  I  shall  communicate  to  Congress  in  the 
morning. 

Agreeably  to  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  15th  ult.,'a  copy  of  which 
was  delivered  to  me  this  day,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  have  received  your  note 
of  the  19th  November,  with  the  papers  enclosed,  and  are  happy  in 
the  assurance  given  that  his  most  Christian  Majesty  will  see  with 
pleasure  measures  taken  to  consolidate  and  maintain  a  good  undei- 
3tanding  between  his  Catholic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  and 
ibey  flatter  themselves  that  their  disposition  and  endeavors  to  cultivate 
the  friendship  of  the  Catholic  King  will  produce  the  desired  effect. 
That  Congress  have  a  high  confidence  in  the  justice  of  his  Catbdic 
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Majesty^  and  rely  tbat  be  will  submit  tbe  mutual  rigbts  of  Spain  and 
tbe  United  States  of  America  to  amicable  discussion,  without  adopt- 
ing measures  which  may  prejudge  those  rights. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tac, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  Ftbnury  10, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  you  a  note,  wherein  I  demand  the 
surrender  of  Sieur  Longchamps.  The  papers  which  I  have  had  the 
bonpr  to  transmit  to  you  justify  the  demand  which  I  make,  and  I 
^itreat  you  to  return  them  to  me  when  no  longer  necessary  to  you. 
If  Congress  desire  the  perusal,  it  will  suffice  if  they  are  returned  by 
tbe  20th  of  the  month. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  confide  to  you  the  steps  taken  by  Madame 
De  Marbois  since  the  4th  of  January  last,  and  those  which  I  pro- 
.pose  to  take,  in  favor  of  the  culprit,  as  soon  as  Congress  shall  have 
accorded  the  satisJEaction  demanded  by  the  Kmg.  I  endeavor,  while 
there  is  yet  time,  to  prevent  bad  consequences  from  an  affiur  which 
appears  to  have  been  excited  designedly.  But  evil  disposed  persons 
apply  themselves,  m  the  meantime,  to  inflame  the  miads  of  the  people 
in  Philadelphia,  by  false  representations  published  in  the  gazettes, 
and  republished  in  those  of  New  York.  Although  similar  publica-^ 
tioDs  have  taken  place  throughout  the  whole  course  of  this  afiair,  I 
was  not  willing,  that  any  reply  should  be  made,  notwithstanding  the 
advantages  of  every  kind  which  my  situation  gave  me,  and  there  not 
being  the  slightest  pretext  to  color  the  attempt.  I  rely  entirely  upcm 
the  justice  of  Congress,  and  their  respect  for  the  rights  of  nations, 
violated  in  an  unexampled  manner.  Notwithstanding  the  eflbrts  of 
the  evil-minded  to  produce  a  coldness  between  the  King  and  the 
United  States,  I  am  not  the  less  determined,  even  to-day,  to  pursue 
the  plan  which  I  had  formed,  to  solicit  the  clemency  of  the  King, 
as  far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  inviolability  due  to  public  Min* 
isters.  But  the  publications  which  take  place  m  the  newspapers, 
tend  to  prevent  the  effect  of  those  measures.    I  do  not  doubt,  sir, 
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that  you  will  unite  with  me  cordially  in  all  which  can  contribute  to 
the  maintenance  of  a  good  understanding,  and  I  entreat  you  to  con* 
sider  maturely  the  part  which  ought  to  be  taken  to  arrest  the  licen- 
tiousness of  the  press.  I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


MONSIEUR  DE  MABBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  February  10, 1785 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Mr.  Jay  an  anonymous  letter  which 

I  received  by  yesterday's  post.     I  am  very  doubtiul  whether  it  has 

been  written  with  good  intention.     Such  as  it  is  I  thought  proper  to 

communicate  it  to  the  honorable  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs. 

DE  MARBOIS. 

Translation* 

Philadelphia,  February  4, 1785. 
«  Sir, 

**  My  attachment  for  you  and  the  public  good  induces  me  to  inform 

you  that  you  will  not  be  safe  in  returning  here.    The  fnends  of 

Longchamps  are  enraged  at  the  steps  which  it  is  said  you  have  taken 

against  him.     It  is  reported  that  if  you  return  they  mean  to  take 

violent  measures  against  you,  and  he  himself  threatens  to  be  revenged 

in  an  exemplary  manner  as  soon  as  he  b  at  liberty.    I  believe  it 

would  be  unwise  in  you  to  neglect  any  precaution  with  respect  to 

your  safety.    I  pray  you  to  reflect  that  this  man  has  nothing  to  lose, 

that  he  has  no  means  of  living,  and  that  his  debts  already  exceed  the 

property  of  his  wife.    The  most  desperate  courses  are  the  best  for 

him.     I  do  not  sign  my  name  because  I  should  thereby  expose  myself 

to  people  who  have  told  me  their  projects  as  a  great  secret*" 

I  am,  with  profound  respect,  &c., 


rnoai  john  jat  to  monsieur  de  marbois. 

New  York,  February  11, 1785. 
Sir,  I  have  received  the  letters  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
yesterday,  together  with  the  anonymous  one  of  which  you  make 
mention. 
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I  have  this  mormng  transmitted  them  to  his  EitceUency  the  Presi- 
dent to  be  laid  before  Congress,  and  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  communicating  to  you  the  result  of  their  deliberations  on  the 
interesting  subjects  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE  MARB0I8  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

The  undersigned.  Charge  d' Affaires  of  France,  has  the  honor  to 
inlbrm  Congress  that  his  Majesty  demands  that  the  Sieur  Longchamps, 
his  subject,  shall  be  sent  to  France  in  order  to  be  tried  there.  The 
crime  o^  this  individual  being  known  to  Congress,  the  undersigned 
will  enter  into  no  detail  upon  the  subject,  but  limits  himself  to  assure 
that  assembly,  in  conformity  with  the  order  he  has  received,  that 
the  United  States  will  be  permitted  to  exercise  an  entire  reciproci^, 
if  there  should  ever  happen  in  France  a  similar  or  analogous  case 
with  respect  to  their  Ministers  or  public  officers. 

BARBE  DE  MARBOIS. 


TROM  JOHN  JAY  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

New  York,  Pebmary  11,1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  herewith 
enclosed,  the  following  papers  which  I  received  yesterday  from  M. 
De  Marbois,  viz :  a  note  demanding  the  surrender  of  M.  Longchamps, 
a  letter  on  that  subject  and  on  certain  publications  respecting  it,  and 
another  letter  enclosing  an  anonymous  one  which  had  been  sent  to 
him.  All  of  which  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  Congress  without 
dday. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
Vol.  I.— a 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


114  JOHN  JAY-SEC.  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Forwgn 
Affiiirs  to  whom,  on  the  14th  instant,  was  referred  the  requisitbn 
of  the  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France,  that  a  certain  Charles  Julian 
de  Longchamps  (now  in  custody  at  Philadelphia  in  pursuance  of 
the  judgment  of  a  court  of  law  against  him)  be  delivered  up  to  bis 
most  Christian  Majesty,  reports  thereupon  as  his  opinion : 
That  it  appears  that  the  said  Charles  Julian  de  Longchamps  was 
indicted  at  the  Court  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1784,  for  an  infraction 
of  the  law  of  nations,  and  for  an  assault  and  battery.    And  that  both 
these  offences  consisted  in  violences  offered  by  him  against  a  Consul 
General  and  a  Secretary  to  a  Legation  of  France,  residing  at  Phila- 
delphia, under  the  faith  and  protection  of  the  law  of  natbns  and  the 
other  laws  of  the  land. 

That  it  further  appears  that  the  said  Charles  Julian  de  Longchamps 
was  in  due  course  of  law  tried  for  the  same  offences,  and  being  thereof 
found  guilty,  was  judicially  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred 
crowns,  to  be  imprisoned  until  the  4th  July,  which  will  be  in  the 
year  1786,  and  then  to  give  good  security  to  keep  the  peace,  and  to 
be  of  good  behavior  to  all  public  ministers,  secretaries  of  embassies 
and  councils,  as  well  as  to  all  the  liege  people  of  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  space  of  seven  years,  by  entering  into  recognizance,  himself  in 
one  thousand  pounds,  and  two  sureties  in  five  hundred  pounds  each ; 
to  pay  the  costs  of  the  said  prosecution,  and  remain  committed  until 
that  sentence  be  complied  with. 

That  it  also  appears  that  the  said  Charles  Julian  de  Longchamps 
is  now  actually  confined  in  the  prison  of  Philadelphia,  in  execution 
of  the  said  sentence.  Your  Secretary  considers  the  following  prin- 
ciples to  be  unquestionably  true,  viz : 

That  every  friendly  foreigner  coming  to  any  country  on  lawful 
business,  is  entitied  to  the  protection  of  the  laws  of  that  country  on 
the  one  hand,  and  owes  obedience  to  them  during  his  residence  on 
the  other ; 

That  whenever  such  foreigner  breaks  the  peace,  or  otherwise 
violates  the  laws  of  the  land,  he  is  as  amenable  to  them  as  any  other 
person ;  and  that  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State  has  undoubted 
right  to  punish  him  in  the  manner  and  degree  prescribed  by  the  laws 
of  the  State ; 

That  where  the  said  laws  sentence  such  offending  foreigner  to 
imprisonment  for  a  limited  time,  the  State  has  a  clear  right  to  hold 
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and  detain  him  m  prisoD  accordingly;  and  are  not  bound  to  release 
or  deliver  him  up  to  his  Prince  for  any  purpose  whatever,  before  he 
shall  have  satisfied  the  laws  of  the  land  which  he  has  violated  by 
undergoing  the  punishment  decreed  thereby  for  his  ofience. 

Your  Secretary  is  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  requisition  in  ques- 
tion is  premature :  for,  admitting  Charles  Julian  de  Longchamps  to 
be  a  Frenchman ;  admitting  that  he  has  offended  hb  Prince  either 
here  or  elsewhere ;  admitting,  further,  that  his  Prince  has  a  right  to 
demand  him,  and  that  the  United  States  were  bound,  by  treaty  or 
otherwise,  to  deliver  him  up ;  yet  it  is  not  to  be  denied  that  he  has 
broken  the  peace  and  violated  the  laws  of  this  country,  and  having 
been  legally  ccmdemned  to  imprisonment  for  the  same,  a  compliance 
with  the  said  requisition  at  present  cannot  possibly  be  required  by 
the  law  of  nations. 

How  far  it  would  be  right  and  proper  for  the  United  States  after- 
wards to  demand  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  deliver  the  said 
Charles  Julian  de  Longchamps,  to  be  tried  and  judged  in  France, 
for  that  part  of  the  aforesaid  offence  against  the  peace,  government, 
and  dignity  of  that  Commonwealth,  which  consisted  in  his  having 
there  violated  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's 
Legation,  and  how  far  such  demand  would  be  warranted  by  the  law 
of  nations  and  the  fed^al  compact  between  the  States,  are  questions 
80  new,  so  deeply  and  intimately  connected  with  the  nature  of  our 
constitutions  and  confederation,  and  so  extensive  and  important  in 
their  consequences,  as  to  require  very  ample  discussion,  much  reflec- 
tion, and  serious  consideration. 

Your  Secretary  is  further  of  opinion  that  the  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  France  should  be  mstructed 
to  submit  the  above  facts  and  reasons  to  the  candid  consideration  of 
his  roost  Christian  Majesty,  to  assure  him  that  it  would  give  them 
great  pain  to  have  their  conduct  viewed  by  him  in  an  unfavorable 
pcHnt  of  view ;  and  that  they  flatter  themselves  the  reasons  which 
render  it  impossible  for  them  at  present  to  comply  with  his  requisi- 
tion, will  appear  as  conclusive  to  him  as  they  do  to  Congress.  That 
they  will  maturely,  candidly,  and  earnestly  consider  how  far  a  com- 
pliance with  it,  when  the  prisoner  shall  be  legally  released,  may  be 
free  from  objections*  That  they  wish,  and  will  endeavor,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  make  that  very  important  question  the  subject  of  mutual 
and  friendly  discussions ;  that  as  the  man  himself  can  be  no  object 
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with  the  States,  and  as  neither  their  mterest  nor  their  inclination  can 
lead  them  to  give  cause  of  umbrage  to  their  first  and  best  friend  and 
ally,  they  hope  he  will  hare  perfect  confidence  in  their  sincerity  when 
they  declare  Aat  obstacles  to  their  compl)ring  with  his  requests  will 
always  give  them  as  much  concern  and  regret  as  opportunities  of 
manifesting  their  respect,  their  regard,  their  gratitude,  and  their 
attachment  to  him,  will  always  give  them  pleasure  and  satisfaction. 
All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
Office  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  i 
16  Feb.  1785.      $ 


TBOM  MONSnCUB  DE  MABBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  February  99, 1785. 
Sir, 

An  express  just  arrived  from  Philadelphia  obliges  me  to  set  off  for 
that  place  without  delay.  I  could  have  wished  to  have  taken  leave 
of  you  More  I  set  <^,  and  to  have  received  some  information  respect- 
ing the  affiiirs  I  have  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you,  but  cir* 
cumstances  prevent  me.  I  propose  to  return  to  this  place  so  soon  as 
the  health  of  JVf rs.  Marbois  will  permit  me ;  but  as  I  presume  I  shall 
be  detained  in  Philadelphia  smne  weeks,  I  must  beg  you  to  transmit 
to  me  the  determinations  of  Congress  on  the  different  affairs  on  which 
I  have  presented  memorials,  or  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  oom* 
municate  to  you  verbally. 

Herewith  you  will  find  a  memorial  of  die  Sieur  RousiHe,  who  has 
served  on  board  of  a  frigate  of  the  United  States.  I  beg  you  to  put 
it  in  my  power  to  acquaint  him  with  the  decision  of  Congress  thereoh* 

I  have  also  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  bom 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  respecting  a  debt  of  the  United  States  paid 
by  the  royal  treasury  to  Messrs.  Sabatier  and  Despres,  together  with 
the  vouchers  of  that  debt.  I  request,  sir,  you  would  communicate 
to  me  whatever  measures  Congress  may  take  for  the  liquidation  of 
this  debt* 
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I  owe  it  to  the  charactw  with  which  I  am  honored  to  commuiiicate 
to  you  a  gazette  in  which  you  will  find  an  article  which  concerns  me, 
and  which  I  leave  to  you  to  describe.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  compare  it 
with  the  anonymous  letter  I  received,  and  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
conmiunicate,  for  you  to  consider  that  an  mdispensable  duty  calk  me 
to  Philadelphia,  and  to  acquaint  me  with  the  opbion  of  Congress 
respecting  such  publications,  and  the  circumstance  itself.  You  know, 
sir,  diat  it  is  to  that  assembly  only  I  can  address  myself  in  order  to 
enjoy  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  United  States  the  inviola- 
bility due  to  my  character. 

I  am,  with  a  respectful  attachment,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


MEMORIAL   or   PIERRE  ROUSILLX. 

Translation. 

The  Steur  Pierre  Rousille,  native  and  inhabitant  of  Bordeaux, 
has  the  honor  to  represent,  that  he  embarked  the  25M  May,  1778,  as 
volunteer,  in  the  United  States  frigate  the  Boston,  commanded  by 
Captain  Tucker,  then  going  on  a  cruise  against  the  enemy.  On  the 
19th  of  June  following  they  Aade  a  prize  of  an  English  ship  coming 
from  Spain,  and  the  memorialist  was  chosen  as  one  of  those  destined 
to  conduct  the  prize  to  Boston ;  but,  on  the  way  thither,  they  had  the 
misfortune  to  meet  the  Porcupine,  English  frigate,  who  retook  the 
prize,  and  conducted  them  prisoners  to  Portsmouth,  where  they 
arrived  the  8th  July,  and  your  memorialist  remained  near  two  years 
in  prison  in  England,  without  any  news  of  the  frigate  m  which  he 
embarked. 

At  his  return  to  France,  your  memorialist  leargt  that  the  frigate 
bad  been  fortunate  enough  to  take  several  prizes,  which  were  sold  at 
Nantz,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the  hands  of  Captain  Tucker,  (as 
is  proved  by  a  letter  of  the  19th  of  September,  1780,  signed  by 
Messrs.  Schweighauser  and  Dobree,  who  had  been  commissioned  to 
sell  them.) 

Your  menoorialist  had,  without  doubt,  a  right  to  claim  his  part  of 
the  prizes,  though  taken  in  his  absence,  and  while  he  was  detained 
in  the  prisons  of  Ekigland,  and  especially  as  there  was  an  express 
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agreement  and  promise  of  Captain  Tucker,  made  when  your  memo- 
rialist went  on  board  the  prize ;  he  having  then  promised  your 
memorialist  and  the  others,  that  whether  they  got  safe  to  Boston  or 
whether  they  had  the  misfortune  to  be  taken,  they  should  always  be 
included  in  the  division  of  any  prizes  the  frigate  might  make,  thb 
promise  ought  therefore  to  be  carried  into  effect ;  and  the  more  so, 
having  regard  to  a  captivity  of  two  years  which  your  memorialist 
suffered,  and  to  the  zeal  and  affection  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  thus  manifested  by  a  Frenchman,  and  which  Captain  Tucker 
and  the  Admiralty  of  the  United  States  must  both  acknowledge.. 

Your  memorialist  has  not  neglected  to  get  intelligence  of  Captain 
Tucker.  He  wrote  to  him  as  well  as  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  United 
States ;  but  though  your  memorialist's  letter  came  to  hand,  he  never 
could  receive  the  least  answer  to  them ;  and  thb  silence  of  both  of 
them  shews  a  disposition  which  your  justice,  my  lord,  will  not 
approve.  Thus  circumstanced,  your  memorialist  implores  the  aid 
of  your  powerfiil  recommendation  to  the  Admiralty  of  the  United 
States,  that  payment  may  be  made  to  your  memorialist  of  his  part  of 
the  prizes,  as  well  as  of  the  pay  due  to  him  as  volunteer  on  board 
the  said  frigate  Boston.  Thb  demand,  just  in  itself,  cannot  any 
longer  meet  with  difficulty,  when  it  b  considered,  that  having  repre- 
sented the  matter  to  the  Marshal  De  Castries,  our  Minbter  of  Marine, 
he  thought  it  so  just,  that  by  hb  letter  |f  20th  August  last  he  directs 
me  to  address  myself  to  Mr.  Franklin,  which  I  did  not  fail  ta  do ; 
and  Mr.  Franklin,  in  hb  letter  of  the  12th  September,  directs  me  to 
address  myself  in  America,  and  gives  the  greatest  confidence  in  the 
justice  of  the  Admiralty  of  the  United  States. 

But  whilst  taking  all  these  steps,  I  received,  the  7th  of  September 
last,  a  letter  dated  Boston,  21st  July,  1784,  signed  De  L'Etombe, 
containing,  word  for  word,  as  follows : 

<<  I  have  received,  sir,  the  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 

<  me  in  the  years  1782,  1783,  and  1784.    I  have  spoken  to  the 

<  Admiralty  of  thb  city,  of  your  antiquated  claims.     I  had  befcM^ 

<  mentioned  them,  and  had  advbed  you  of  the  death  of  Captain 

<  Tucker  and  the  settlement  of  his  accounts.  I  am  now  assured  that 
^  your  claims  are  no  better  than  they  were,  and  General  Warner,  to 

<  whom  I  mentioned  them,  informs  me  there  b  no  taking  up  again 
^accounts  which  have  been  liquidated  and  settled;  and  that  you 
^  must  take  the  fault  on  yourself  for  not  having  applied  in  time. 
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<^  I  am  sorry  I  cannot  give  you  a  more  faTorable  answer ;  but  on 

<  any  other  occasion  I  shall  always  be  happy  to  render  you  service, 

<  and  do  assure  you  that  I  am,  sir, 

"  Your  very  humble  servant,  &c., 

("Signed)  DE  L'ETOMBE." 

The  perusal  of  this  letter  will  shew  the  contradiction  it  contains. 
It  appears  so  to  all  who  have  read  it,  for  Mr.  De  L'Etombe  calls 
my  demands  out  of  date,  that  is,  not  recoverable,  forfeited  by  not 
applying  in  Ume ;  but  how  could  he  make  use  of  such  language, 
after  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  my  letters  of  1782,  1783,  aiid 
1784  ;  doubtless  these  letters  had  no  other  object  but  these  claims, 
there  must  therefore  be  an  error  or  injustice  in  attributing  to  me  a 
neglect  I  have  not  been  guilty  of.  I  need  no  other  proof  than  the 
contradiction  strongly  marked  in  this  letter. 

It  b,  however,  true  that  after  I  was  released  from  captivity  in 
England  I  took  every  method  in  my  power  to  claim  my  due.  The 
roll  of  the  crew  of  the  frigate  when  she  was  paid  off  will  shew  I  was 
included  in  it,  and  the*  Admiralty  of  the  United  States  should  have 
secured  the  pay,  &c.,  due  me,  as  is  practised  in  France,  tor  it  could 
not  be  lost,  either  myself  or  my  heirs  would  always  have  a  right  to 
it,  and  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  United  States  can  regard  with 
indifference  the  vicious  and  unjust  decision  contained  in  the  letter 
abovementioned,  and  deprive  «me  of  my  pay  and  prize-money  gained 
in  their  service,  and  which  was  the  cause  of  a  two  years*  captivity, 
with  the  loss  of  all  I  had. 

It  is  of  no  consequence  that  Captain  Tucker  is  dead,  and  that  his 
accounts  are  settled,  since  it  was  not  in  my  power  to  object  to  that 
settlement,  bemg  a  prisoner  in  England;  and,  besides,  being  a 
Frenchman,  and  in  Europe,  I  could  not  know  of  the  settlement,  nor 
could  I  transport  myself  suddenly  to  the  place,  so  that,  all  things 
considered,  nothing  can  prevent  the  Admiralty  of  the  United  States 
from  paying  what  appears  due  to  me  at  the  paying  off  the  Boston 
frigate,  tlie  rolls  of  which  they  must  have  preserved.  It  is  from 
their  justice  alone  I  expect  it,  as  it  is  to  them  only  I  can  look  for 
the  failure  of  Captain  Tucker  in  paying  me  my  due. 

P.  ROUSILLE. 

My  address  is  at  Mr.  Cazemeau,  Broker,  Rue  Causse  rouge,  at 
Bordeaux. 
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FROM  THS   COTJNT  DB  VEAGENNBS  TO  THS   CHABOt   D'AFFAIRES    OF 
FRANCE  TO  THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Versailles,  October  12, 1784. 

Sir, 
I  annex  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Comptroller-General,  with 
the  account  which  accompanies  it,  relative  to  a  sum  paid  from  the 
Royal  Treasury  to  reimburse  Messrs.  Despres  &  Sabatier  for 
articles  iumished  by  them  to  the  United  States.  You  will  please  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  engage  Congress  to  rid  themselves  of  this 
debt,  and  to  pay  the  amount  into  the  Royal  Treasury  agreeably  to 
the  demand  of  the  ComptroUer^General,  founded  on  the  vouchers  he 
has  furnished. 

I  am,  be, 

DE  VERGENNES. 


FROM  M.  PE  CALONNE  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  TEROENNE8. 

In  conformity  to  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me 
the  8th  February,  I  caused  payment  to  be  made  from  the  Royal 
Treasury  to  Messrs.  Despres  b  Sabatier,  of  the  sum  of  134,065 
livres  7s.  6d.,  due  to  them  for  articles  furnished  to  the  United  States 
of  America.  You  Were  pleased  to  assure  me  that  you  would  charge 
yourself  to  demand  the  repayment  of  this  advance  to  Congress 
whenever  I  should  furnish  you  with  the  vouchers. 
.  I  have,  therefore,  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  account  of  pay- 
ments made  to  the  United  States  on  the  ten  millions  borrowed  from 
Holland.  You  will  see,  sir,  that  the  Royal  Treasury  has  paid 
134,065  livres  7s.  6d.  above  the  ten  millions,  and  that  this  excess  is 
carried  to  the  second  expedition  of  articles  furnished  by  Messrs. 
Despres  ta  Sabatier,  whose  certified  accounts  I  annex.  The  original 
vouchers  of  the  articles  furnished  are  deposited  in  my  office,  and  M. 
De  Veimeranges  has  delivered  duplicates  of  them  to  Mr.  Franklin. 

I  shall  be  much  obliged  by  your  endeavors  to  procure  the  return 
.of  this  advance  to  the  Royal  Treasury. 
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Translation. 

Advance  of  Ten  MUtions  granted  by  the  King  to  the  United  States 
^  of  Americay  payable  toith  interest  1st  January ^  1783. 

Articles  to  be  carried  to  account  of  the  culvance  qf  Ten  Millions, 

Subsidy  to  Mr.  Lau-  >  ^  -^^  ^^^^  Excess  of  6  mon.  *) 

rens, j  subsidy,      per  \      146,000 

margin,  -  -  -    j 
Sum   returned  from  >  •  ^qhaaa  I^ra^s    of    Mr.  ) 

Holland, 5  i,4dU,uuo      j^^^j^  ^^  ^  i  1,201,100.4.8 

C.  Couteulx,    ) 
To  Mr.   Grand,  for  ^  Paid  Mr.  Grand,  "\ 

drafts      on     Mr.  >  2,216,000      in   February,/    ,  oaaaaa 

Franklin, 3^ March,     and  >    ^>^W,000 

6,146,000      April,  1782,   >   2^647,100.4.8 

MUitary  Stores. 

Replacing  the  effects  of  M.  de  la  Fayette  and 
articles  furnished,  viz : 
1st.  200,000  lbs.   powder,  including  expense  of 

transporting  it  to  Brest,  -  -' -  -      196,481.15.  3 
3d.  To  Messrs.  Despres  &  Sa- 

batier,   articles    furnished    1st 

time  at  the  recjuisition  of  Col. 

Laurens, 1,011,248.  5.11 

(*)  3d.  Articles  furnished  2d  time, 

including  the  replacing  effects 

of  M.  de  la  Fayette, 2,194,219.  7.  4 

4th.     Articles  furnished   by  the 

War  Department  in  Alay  and 

June,  1781, 1,052,345.11.  6 

5th.  Ditto,   by   Marine   Depart- 
ment,    252,275 

6th.  Freight  of  4  vessels  sent  from 

Brest  to  transport  the  stores,  -     293,430 

5,000,000 

Suras  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Grand  in  the 

last  seven  months  of  1782,  ..........  2,352,399.15.  4 

10,000,000 
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(*)  The  articles  furnished  the  second  time  by 
Messrs.  Despres  ii  Sabatier  amounted,  by  the  certi- 
Ged  account  of  M.  de  Veimeranges, 2,328,284.14.10 

Of  which  is  included  in  the  10  million  only,  -  -  2,194,219.  7.  4 

Remains  to  be  paid,    .------.--.-     134,035.  7.  6 

Which  the  Royal  Treasury  advanced  to  Messrs.  Despres  b  Saba* 
tier  in  1784.  The  Count  de  Vergennes  promised  to  demand  the 
reimbursement  of  this  sum  of  the  United  States. 


Translation. 

UiHTED  States  op  ^Amount  of  Articles  furnished  and  Sums 
North  America,  >  advanced  to  the  United  States  of  North 
2d  Expedition.      }     America. 

Account  of  sums,  forming  together  the  amount  of  a  second  expe- 
dition of  clothing  and  military  stores,  which  the  Messrs.  Sabatier  b 
Despres  furnished  to  the  United  States  of  America,  at  the  requisition 
of  Colonel  Laurens,  including  the  expense  of  packages,  conunission, 
gratification  to  the  Storekeeper-General  at  Brest  for  trouble;  and 
also  the  expenses  of  transportation  from  St.  Denis  and  other  places 
to  Brest,  viz : 

According  to  the  accounts  of  the  said  articles  furnished.  No.   1, 
endorsed  A  A ;  extract  of  invoices  annexed.  No.  2,  indorsed  B 
B ;  account  of  their  reception  in  the  magazines  at  Brest,  and  the 
shipment.  No.  3,  endorsed  C  C ;  the  certificate  of  examination  of 
the  articles.  No.  4,  endorsed  D  D ;  and  the  warrant  of  tlie  order, 
No.  5,  endorsed  E  E ;  two  millions  one  hundred  and  ninety^three 
thousand  one  hundred  and  six  livres  Jive  sous,  including  six  per 
cent,  allowed  Messrs.  Sabatier  ii  Despres  for  advances,  commis- 
sion, trunks,  and  packages,  as  per  said  account,  2,193,106.  5 
According  to  the  account  of  sums  advanced  by  the 
said   Sabatier  h   Despres   to  pay  the  bills  of 
transportation  of  said  effects  and  the  commission 
on  said  payments  at  four  per  cent,  agreeably 
to  the  account  of  articles.  No.  6,  endorsed  F  F ; 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty^five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  seventy^eight  livres  nine  sous 
and  ten  deniers, ...-.--.--.-     135,178.  9.10 


Total  general, 2,328,284.14.10 
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The  above  account,  amounting  to  two  miliums  three  hundred  and 
twenty^ight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  Kvres  fourteen 
sols  and  ten  deniersj  certified  to  be  just  and  true. 

SABATIER  &  DESPRES. 

Tlie  above  account  examined  by  us,  Principal  Commissary  of 
War,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  two  millions  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  Uvres  fourteen  sols  and 
ten  deniersy  agreeably  to  tlie  different  accounts  therein  mentioned, 
and  numbered  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  and  marked  A  A,  B  B,  C  C,  D 
D,  E  E,  and  F  F. 

DE  CORNY. 

Paris,  26th  December,  1782. 

The  above  accounts,  amounting  to  two  millions  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-four  Uvres  fourteen 
sols  and  ten  deniers,  examined  and  agreed  to,  agreeably  to  the  differ- 
ent vouchers  and  accounts  therein  mentioned,  and  also  examined 
by  us. 

VEIMERANGES. 

Panii,  12th  Januarj,  1783. 


-^   FROM  MONSIEUB  DE  MABBOIS  TO  JOHN  /AT. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  8,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  note,  which  I  must  request 
you  to  lay  before  Congress.  The  unfortunate  people  whose  interests 
I  have  put  into  your  hands,  have  patiently  waited  until  the  moment 
of  peace,  and  I  have  not  ceased  to  support  their  hopes  until  tliis 
moment.  I  beg  you  to  put  it  in  tny  power  to  acquaint  them  that  their 
confidence  in  the  faith  of  the  United  States  has  been  well  founded. 

In  reminding  you,  sir,  of  the  different  notes  which  I  have  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  Congress,  or  to  put  into  your  hands,  permit  me 
to  mention  that  in  particular  which  respects  the  demands  of  the 
different  French  officers,  or  their  widows  or  heirs.  Congress  has 
referred  them  to  the  War  Department.  If  the  report  has  come  to 
yoi^r  hands,  or  if  there  has  been  any  resolution  on  the  subject,  I 
must  request,  sir,  that  you  will  make  me  acquainted  with  it.  In 
case  nothing  should  have  been  determmed  on  the  subject,  I  must  take 
the  liberty  to  remind  you  of  it. 
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The  orders  which  must  be  observed  in  the  Department  of  Finance 
renders  it  necessary  to  know  beforehand  at  what  periods  the  United 
States  can  make  payments  of  the  sums  payable  by  them  into  the  Royal 
Treasury  in  the  course  of  thb  year.  If  particular  circumstances 
should  even  oblige  Congress  ^  some  delay  for  part  of  the  sum,  it  is 
not  the  less  necessary  to  be  previously  informed  of  this,  that  measures 
may  be  taken  to  supply  the  deficiency.  I  shall  be  exceedmgly 
obliged  to  you  for  the  necessary  information  on  thb  subject. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


NOTE. 

Translation. 


The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  and  since  his  departure,  the  under- 
signed Charge  d' Affaires  of  France,  has  at  different  times  received 
memorials,  letters,  and  demands  of  French  subjects  possessing  loan* 
office  certificates,  representing  how  prejudicial  it  is  to  their  affairs  that 
the  engagements  entered  into  by  the  United  States  for  the  ps^rment 
of  the  interest  and  redemption  of  the  principal  of  those  contracts, 
have  not  been  fulfilled.  Some  of  them  have  even  furnished  proofs, 
unhappily  incontestible,  that  the  confidence  they  had  in  the  solemn 
promises  which  were  made  to  them  have  been  the  cause  of  their 
ruin,  and  that  the  reverse  of  fortune  they  have  experienced  can  never 
be  entirely  repaired.  The  undersigned  has  had  the  honor  to  inform 
Congress  of  these  circumstances,  in  a  note  delivered  some  months 
since ;  he  waited  their  decision  to  send  satbfactory  information  to  the 
concerned,  and  in  the  mean  time  has  written  them  to  rest  with  confi- 
dence in  the  respect  of  Congress  for  tlieir  engagements,  and  on  his 
uninterrupted  efforts  to  procure  them  payment;  but  he  has  just 
received  many  letters  from  France,  in  which  the  creditors  of  the 
United  States  in  France  again  complain  of  the  little  satisfaction  they 
can  procure  on  claims  so  just ;  they  are  informed  tliat  without  regard 
to  the  recommendation  of  Congress,  some  States  have  appropriated 
funds  for  the  pa)rment  of  the  interest  on  certificates  of  money  bor- 
rowed, in  possession  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  the  foreigners  have 
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been  excluded  from  this  partition  they  have  made  among  themselves 
of  the  public  revenue.  The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  to  remind 
Congress  of  these  facts,  and  he  hopes  that  assembly  will  take  into 
consideration  the  unhappy  situation  of  the  French  creditors  of  the 
United  States,  that  they  will  consult  justice  in  adopting  efficacious 
measures  for  their  payment,  at  the  same  time  considering  that  not 
being  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  the  sums  due  to  them  can  be 
discharged  only  in  money,  and  not  in  paper,  or  any  effects  whatever 
which  are  of  no  value  out  of  the  United  States,  or  are  not  equal  in 
value  to  the  sum»  they  should  represent. 

The  undersigned,  for  many  years  witness  to  the  constant  endeavors 
of  Congress  to  procure  justice  to  all  their  creditors,  and  to  support 
public  faith,  hopes  they  will  enable  him  as  soon  as  possible  to  return 
satisfactory  answers  to  the  French  creditc^s,  and  that  they  will  con- 
sider bis  repeated  and  pressing  solicitations  on  this  subject  as  arising 
fiom  his  duty,  and  the  persuasion  he  b  in  that  Congress  view  with 
pleasure  every  measure  which  has  justice  for  its  object. 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEtTR  DE   MABBOIB. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  March  10,  1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  mform  you  that,  on  the  7th  instant.  Congress 
was  pleased  to  pennit  the  honorable  B^ijamin  Franklin,  Esq.,  their 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  to  return  to 
America  as  soon  as  convenient,  and  that  they  have  assigned  a  day 
for  the  election  of  another  to  succeed  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sec, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO   UONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

New  York,  March  11,  1785. 

Sir, 
1  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  Congress  were  pleased 
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yesterday  to  appomt  the  honorable  Thomas  Jefiersoa,  Esq.,  to  be 
their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Franklin,  who,  at  his  request,  has  leave  to  return. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE    MABBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Philadelphia,  March  17, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write,  commu- 
nicating to  me  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jefierson  as  Minister  Pleni^ 
potentiary  from  the  United  States  to  the  Court  of  France ;  I  shall 
transmit  this  information  for  the  Minister  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  and  I 
am  persuaded  his  Majesty  will  receive  the  news  with  pleasure. 

I  am,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  JOHN   JAT  TO   MONSIEUR   DE   MARBOIS. 

Translation. 

New  York,  March  21, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  received,  and  laid  before  Congress,  your  letter  of  the  8th 
instant. 

The  late  order  of  Congress,  that  all  papers  in  French,  to  be  com- 
municated to  them  by  me,  should  be  accompanied  with  translations, 
and  tlie  number  of  such  papers  which  I  have  lately  referred  to  the 
interpreters  has  prevented  my  giving  all  the  despatch  to  those  with 
which  you  have  favored  me  that  I  should  otherwise  have  done. 

You  must  be  sensible,  sir,  that  the  long  recess  of  Congress  must 
greatly  have  augmented  their  business,  and  that  the  same  expedition 
cannot  be  expected  from  public  deliberative  bodies  as  from  executive 
officers  or  boards  composed  of  a  few  members.  For  my  part,  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  affairs  to  which  you  solicit  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress will  not  be  neglected ;  but  that  they  will  continue  to  treat  all 
your  applications  with  that  respect  which  is  justly  due  to  every 
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application  made  on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty.  I  assure 
70U,  sir,  it  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  promote  the  bringing  all 
these  matters  to  a  speedy  conclusion,  and  that  I  will  immediately 
communicate  to  you  whatever  Congress  may  be  pleased  to  refer  to 
me  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE  MARBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  March  29, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  on 
the  21st  of  this  month.     The  assurances  they  contain  respecting 
your  disposition  as  well  as  that  of  Congress,  cannot  but  be  very 
agreeable,  and  I  await  the  effects  with  the  most  perfect  confidence. 
I  wait  also,  sir,  an  answer  to  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to 
you  the  25th  of  December  last.    I  am  sorry  to  importune  you  on 
this  subject,  but  the  month  of  March  is  almost  expired,  and  as  I 
must,  without  delay,  leave  Philadelphia,  I  cannot  continue  to  be 
answerable  for  the  trust  committed  to  me  by  Congress ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  I  will  not  change  its  destination  without  knowing  the 
intentions  of  that  assembly. 

I  am,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  MONSIBtJR  DE   MARBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  April  9, 1785. 
Sir> 
I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  commission  of  Monsieur 
die  Chevalier  de  Chateaufort,  as  Consul  for  the  two  Carolinas  and 
Geor^.  I  must  request  you  to  lay  it  before  Congress,  and  to  pro* 
cure  the  resolutions  customary  in  like  cases,  as  well  as  the  requisitions 
for  the  txejuatur  from  the  three  States,  m  which  he  is  to  exercise 


Digitized  by 


Google 


128  JOHN  JAY-SEC.  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

the  office  of  bis  Majesty's  Consul.  I  must  request,  also,  that  after 
the  conunission  has  been  registered  you  will  return  it  to  me,  togedi^ 
witli  the  resdutions  of  Congress.  Monsieur  de  Chateaufort  will 
receive  tbem  bere  before  be  sets  off  for  his  destination. 

As  I  roust  return  without  delay  to  New  York,  and  as  the  business 
of  the  consulate  must  not  be  interrupted,  my  brother  will  do  the 
duties  here  during  my  absence,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  the 
Consul  of  Charleston  have  been  done  to  this  time  by  the  Vice  Consul 
of  Georgia. 

I  must  therefore  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  procure  me  a  resolution  of 
Congress  to  that  effect,  and  a  requisition  to  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Delaware  for  his  exequatur  and  notification  of  Pierre 
Francois  Barbe  de  Marbob,  jr.,  as  Vice  Consul  to  the  States  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


Translation. 

Patent  of  Consul  of  France  to  the  States  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  and  (Jeorgia,  in  ifavor  of  the  Sieur  Ignatius  Romain  Chev- 
alier D'Aristay  de  Chateaufort,  resident  at  Charleston. 

LOUIS, 

By  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  France  and  Navarre, 
To  aU  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come^  greeting : 
Having  thought  it  necessary  to  create  an  office  of  Consul  to  the 
States  of  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  being  informed 
of  the  knowledge,  probity,  zeal,  and  fidelity  to  our  service  of  the 
Sieur  Ignatius  Romain  Chevalier  D'Aristay  de  Chateaufort,  we  have 
judged  that  we  could  not  make  a  better  choice  than  of  his  person 
to  exercise  the  said  office,  and  being  moved  by  these  and  other 
causes,  we  have  named,  ordained,  and  established  the  said  Chevalier 
D'Aristay  de  Chateaufort,  and  by  these  ^  presents,  signed  with  our 
hand,  we  do  name,  ordain,  and  establish  him  our  Consul  to  the 
States  of  North  and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  with  power  to 
establish  agents  in  such  ports  in  his  department  cw  he  may  judge 
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mctuary,  tout  to  the  execution  of  the  rules  and  ordinances  relative 
to  commerce  and  navigation,  and  to  support  the  privileges  which  the 
French  sJtould  enjoy  according  to  the  treaties  and  conventions;  and 
further  to  order  and  do,  within  the  extent  of  his  consulate,  whatever 
he  may  judge  necessary  for  the  good  of  our  service  and  the  advantage 
of  our  subjects,  willing  that  be  should  make  his  ordinary  residence  at 
Charleston,  and  that  he  should  enjoy  the  honors,  authority,  poe- 
eamience,  and  prerogatives  annexed  to  the  said  office  of  Consul,  and 
the  appointment  or  salary  thereto  belonging,  which  appointments 
shall  be  for  all  expenses  and  emoluments  whatever,  without  any 
pretension  to  exact  any  other  benefit;  and  for  these  purposes  we* 
give  him  our  special  commands,  power,  and  authority.  And  We 
cominand  our  trusty  and  well  beloved  Chevalier  de  la  Luzume,  our- 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  have- 
the  said  Chevalier  D'Aristay  de  Chateaufort  acknowledged  in  his 
said  quality  of  Consul,  and  to  afford  him  every  assistance ;  and  we 
do  order  all  navigators,  merchants,  and  others  to  acknowledge  and* 
obey  him,  for  such  is  our  pleasure ;  and  we  do  pray  and  request  our 
very  dear  friends  and  allies,  the  United  States  of  America,  their 
governors  and  other  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  let  tbe  said  Sieur 
Ignatius  Remain  Chevalier  D'Aristay  de  Chateaufort  enjoy,  peaceably 
and  fully,  the  said  office  of  Consul  to  the  States  of  North  and  South 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  without  any  molestation  or  hindrance,  but  on 
the  contrary  to  afford  him  every  assistance,  offering  to  do  the  like 
whenever  we  shall  be  so  required. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  our  privy  seal  to  be  affixed  to 
these  presents.  Done  at  Versailles  the  25th  day  of  Api*il,  1784,  and 
in  the  tenth  year  of  our  reign. 

LOUIS. 
By  his  Majesty's  command, 

L.  M.  i>E  Castries. 


Report  of  Secretary  Jay,  on  a  Communication  from  the  Charge, 
d"  Affaires  of  France,  relative  to  ^^Vice  Consuls  J* 

Office  of  Foreign  Afikin,  April  18, 1785. 
The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Vol.  1—9 
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Affairs  transmits,  herewith  enclosed,  a  letter  and  a  translation  of  it 
.  frona  the  Chargi  d'Afiaires  of  France  to  him  of  the  9th  instant, 
and  a  commission,  with  a  translation  of  it,  from  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  appointing  the  Sieur  Ignatius  Uomain  Chevalier  D'Aris- 
tay  de  Chateaufort  to  be  Consul  of  France  for  the  States  of  North 
and  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  to  reside  ordinarily  at  Charles- 
ton. 

Your  Secretary  reports  that  it  should,  in  his  opmion,  be 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commission  be  registered  m  the  Secretary's 
office ;  and  that  thereupon  an  act  of  recognition,  in  due  form,  be 
immediately  issued  to  the  States  in  question,  in  order  that  they  may 
ftimish  the  said  Consul  with  his  exequatur  or  notification  of  his 
quality,  that  the  same  may  be  made  known  and  published. 

Your  Secretary  is  exceedingly  at  a  loss  to  report  whether  any 
thing,  or  what,  ought  to  be  done  in  pursuance  of  the  last  paragraph 
in  the  abovementipned  letter,  viz  : 

"  As  I  must  return  without  delay  to  New  York,  and  as  the  business 
*of  the  consulate  must  not  be  interrupted,  my  brother  will  do  the 

*  duties  here  during  my  absence,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of  the 
'Consul  of  Charleston  have  been  done  to  this  time  by  the  Vice 

*  Consul  of  Georgia.     I  must  therefore  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  procure 

*  me  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  that  effe^jt,  and  a  requisition  to  the 
'States  of  Pennsylvania  and   Delaware,   for    his   exequatur  and 

*  notification  of  the  character  of  Pierre  Francois  Barbe  de  Marbois, 

*  jr.,  as  Vice  Consul  for  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware.'* 

It  appears  from  the  Journal  of  Congress  of  the  11th  February, 
1784,  that  M.  De  Marbois  was  Consul  General  for  the  thirteen 
United  States.  He,  therefore,  appears  to  have  authority  to  appomt 
a  Vice  Consul,  and,  Consequently,  to  have  given  a  proper  brevet  for 
that  place  to  his  brother.  No  such  brevet,  however,  appears, 
although  it  has  heretofore  been  the  practice  to  produce  one  previous 
to  the  recognition  of  a  Vice  Consul, 

Your  Secretary  finds  himself  also  embarrassed  by  the  uncertainty 
which  still  exists  respecting  the  execution  of  the  convention  proposed 
io  be  entered  into  by  the  United  States  and  tlie  King  of  France,  for 
the  establishment  of  consular  powers. 

That  convention  appears  to  have  been  sent  to  Dr.  Franklin  in  the 
year  1782,  with  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  25th  January  in  that 
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year,  authorizing  him  to  alter  the  words  or  arrangement  of  it,  and 
some  other  matters. 

In  a  letter  of  his  to  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  the  25th  of 
December,  1783,  is  the  following  paragraph : 

«  The  treaty  between  this  Court  and  the  United  States,  for  regu- 

*  lating  the  powers,  privileges,  &c.,  of  Consuls  b  at  length  completed, 
'  and  is  transcribing  in  order  to  be  signed.    I  hope  to  transmit  a  copy 

*  by  the  next  post." 

Your  Secretary  cannot  learn  that  any  further  information  on  this 
subject  has  since  been  received. 

The  second  article  of  this  convention  provides  that  the  Consuls  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  of  the  United  States,  may  appoint 
any  number  of  Viee  Consuls  within  their  respective  departments, 
upon  the  notification  of  their  appointment  by  the  Consuls  to  the 
supreme  executive  power  of  the  State  to  which  they  may  be  sent ; 
the  exequatur  shall  be  applied  for  and  delivered  by  the  several  States 
to  them  in  the  same  manner  as  to  Consuls ;  and  thereupon  the  pre- 
eminences, &c.,  stipulated  in  this  convention  in  favor  of  Vice 
Consuls,  shall  be  allowed  in  all  places,  before  all  tribunals,  and  by 
all  persons. 

From  this  it  would  seem  as  if  any  application  to  Congress,  in  the 
case  of  appointing  a  Vice  Consul,  was  unnecessary.  And  this  idea 
derives  force  from  that  part  of  the  first  article  which  makes  it  a  duty 
of  the  Consuls  "of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  to  present  their 
commissions,^^  in  the  first  instance,  to  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  by  whom  an  act  shall  be  made  recognizing  them  as  such. 
This  act  being  delivered  to  the  State  to  which  the  Consul  is  sent, 
operates  as  a  warrant  to  the  executive  power  of  that  State  to  issue 
the  exequatur ;  but  as  to  the  case  of  a  Vice  Consul  the  first  article 
is  silent,  and  the  second  article  appears  to  consider  the  notification 
of  his  appointment  to  the  executive  power,  by  the  Consuls  making 
it,  as  a  sufficient  warrant  for  issuing  the  exequatur. 

If  such  be  in  fact  a  true  construction  of  those  articles,  and  the 
convention  should  be  in  full  force,  it  seems  very  doubtful  how  far 
it  would  be  advisable  for  Congress  to  depart  from  the  line  marked 
out  m  it. 

As  to  the  case  adduced,  of  the  Vice  Consul  of  Georgia  having 
done  the  duties  of  the  Consul  of  Charleston,  your  Secretary,  not 
having  as  yet  been  able  to  acquaint  himself  with  the  particular 
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circumstances  of  it,  cannot  judge  how  far  it  may  or  may  not  be 
applicable  to  the  one  under  consideration. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  AffairSjMayllthf  1785. 

On  the  report  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afikirs,  accompanied 
with  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  April  from  the  Charge  d' Affaires  of 
France,  and  a  commission  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty, 
appointing  the  Sieur  Ignatius  Remain  Chevalier  D'Aristay  de 
Chateaufort  to  be  Consul  of  France  for  the  States  of  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  to  reside  ordinarily  at  Charieston, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  commission  be  registered  in  the  Secretary's 
office,  and  that  thereupon  an  act  of  recognition  in  due  form  be 
immediately  issued  to  the  States  in  question,  in  order  that  they  may 
furnish  the  said  Consul  with  their  exequatur  or  noti6cation  of  his 
quality,  that  the  same  may  be  made  known  and  published. 

The  conmiittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  King,  Mr.  Monroe,  and  Mr. 
Johnson,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  on  the  following  paragraph  in  the  letter  of  the  9th  from  the 
Charge  d'Affaires  of  France : 

'^  As  I  must  return  without  delay  to  New  York,  and  as  the  busi* 
'  ne^  of  the  consulate  must  not  be  interrupted,  my  brother  will  do 

<  the  duties  here  during  my  absence,  in  the  same  manner  as  those  of 
'  the  Consul  at  Charleston  have  be^n  done  to  this  time,  by  the  Vice 

*  Consul  of  Georgia ;  I  must  therefore  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  procure 

<  me  a  resolution  of  Congress  to  that  effect,  and  a  requisition  to  the 

*  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware  for  his  exequatur  and  notifi- 

*  cation  of  the  character  of  Pierre  Francois  Barbe  de  Marbois,  jr.,  as 
'  Vice  Consul  for  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware," 

Report,  that  on  the  14th  day  of  September,  1781,  it  was  resolved 
by  Congress,  "  That  until  the  rati6cation  of  some  convention  between 

<  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  concerning  vice 
'  consular  power,  every  Vice  Consul  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty 

<  shall,  upon  the  application  of  the  Consul  appointing  him  to  the 
^  supreme  executive  power  of  the  State  to  vAnch  he  may  be  sent. 
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'receive  the  exequatur  in  the  like  foitn  with  the  exequatur  delivered 
*to  the  Consul,  mutatis  mutandis;  and  thereupon  the  same  pro* 
^ceedings  shaD  be  had  with  respect  to  publication  ;"  and  although, 
subsequently  to  this  resolution,  on  the  11th  February,  1784,  five 
brevets  for  Vice  Consuls  of  France  were  presented  to  Congress,  and 
registered  in  die  office  of  the  Secretary,  and  acts  of  recognition 
thereupon  issued  to  the  States  concerned,  in  order  that  they  might 
be  respectively  furnished  with  their  exequaturs  or  notification  of 
their  quality,  it  appears  that  they  were  appointed  immediately  by 
his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  therefore  not  within  the  provision 
of  the  resolve  of  the  14th  September,  1781 ;  and  as  the  United 
States  have  not  ratified  any  convention  between  them  and  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  concerning  vice  consular  power,  and .  the  resolve 
d  the  14th  September,  1781,  aforesaid,  establishes  a  mode  fer  the 
recognition  and  notification  of  Vice  Consuls  of  France  appointed 
by  any  Consul  of  diat  nation,  which  mode  is  to  be  observed  until 
tnch  convention  may  be  ratified,  the  Conmiittee  are  of  opinion  that 
it  would  be  inexpedient  to  vary  from  the  mode  therein  establbbed 
eotil  the  ratification  of  such  convention. 
Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  report. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Office  of  Foreign  Affaini,  March  31, 1785. 

Dear  Sir, 

Congress  has  directed  me  to  cause  the  pictures  of  the  King  and 
Queen  of  France  to  be  removed  firom  Monsieur  De  Marbois's  house 
to  this  place.  That  gentleman,  intending  soon  to  leave  Philadelphia, 
is  very  solicitous  to  be  relieved  firom  the  care  of  them,  and  has 
written  to  me  within  a  few  days  past  in  pressing  terms  on  the  subject. 

As  Mr.  Thomson  purposes  removing  his  family  to  this  city,  I 
had  intended  leaving  these  pictures  where  they  are  until  his  fiimiture 
was  ready  to  be  removed,  and  to  request  the  favor  of  him  to  give 
diem  a  place  among  hb  goods ;  but  as  Mr.  De  Marbois's  Jeaving  the 
house  soon  makes  it  necessary  that  they  should  be  carried  to  a  place 
of  safety  until  a  good  opportunity  ofiiers  of  sending  them  here,  I  must 
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request  the  &yor  of  70U  to  be  at  thb  trouble,  and  to  charge  me  with 
the  expense  attending  it.  It  is  not  pleasant  to  trouble  one's  friends 
with  such  sort  of  matters,  but  the  particular  circumstance  of  the  case 
must  be  mj  apology. 

I  am,  tic., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSnUR  DE   MABBOIS. 

New  York,  March  91, 1785. 

Mr.  Jay  presents  his  compliments  to  Monsieur  De  Marbois,  and 
has  the  honor  of  informing  him  that  he  has  this  day,  by  letter, 
requested  the  favor  of  Mr.  Morris  to  receive  and  take  charge  of  the 
pictures  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  France.  Mr.  Jay  flatters  him- 
self, therefore,  that  Mr.  De  Marbois  will  soon  be  relieved  from  bis 
embarrassments  respecting  those  pictures.  Congress  has  (ordered 
that  they  be  brought  to  this  city,  and  placed  in  their  chamber ;  and 
this  will  be  done  as  soon  as  the  season  will  admit  of  their  being 
transported  with  ease  and  safety. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOM  ROBERT  MORRIS  TO  HONSIXUR  DE  MARBOIS. 

Philadelphia,  April  IS,  1785. 
Sir, 
Two  days  since  I  had  the  hcMior  to  communicate  (by  one  of  my 
clerks)  a  letter  of  the  31st  of  March,  from  the  honorable  Mr.  Jay, 
requesting  roe  to  receive  from  you  the  pictures  of  the  King  and 
Queen  of  France,  and  you  were  pleased  to  appomt  this  day  or  to- 
morrow for  the  delivery  of  them.  In  consequence  of  your  letter  of 
this  date,  I  asked  the  favor  of  Mr.  Wright  to  examine  these  paintings, 
and  give  me  hb  opmion  of  their  present  condition,  in  order  that  I 
might  sign  a  certificate  and  receipt  agreeably  to  your  desire.  Under- 
standing that  the  pictures  must  be  taken  out  of  the  frames,  J  employed 
Bfr.  Reynolds,  an  artist  in  that  way,  to  take  them  carefully  out,  and 
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transport  them  to  a  place  of  safety,  until  proper  cases  were  providedi 
and  orders  received  for  sending  them  forward  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Jay's  request,  as  it  now  stands,  being  only  to  receive  and  deposit 
than  m  a  place  of  safety.  I  am  jus{  inforbed  that  you  have  thought 
proper  to  refuse  the  delivery ;  and  as  I  presume  there  must  be  some 
mistake,  it  b  only  from  you,  sir,  that  I  can  expect  an  explanation* 
I  am,  sir,  be, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


FBOH  MONSIfiUB  k>E  MABBOIS  TO  ROBEBT  MOBBIS. 

Translatbn. 

Philadelphia,  April  15|  1735. 
Sir, 
When  Mr.  Wright  and  another  gentleman  applied  to  me  this  day, 
they  told  me  your  mtention  was  to  have  the  pictures  of  tlie  Kmg 
and  Que^i  put  up  in  your  front  parlor,  and  they  accordingly  took 
the  dimensions  of  them,  and  agreed  that  they  would  fit  the  place. 
I  told  them  I  was  sensible  of  your  care  and  attention,  but  that  the 
mtention  of  Congress  was  not  such ;  and  that  according  to  the  com* 
munication  of  Mr.  Jay,  which  I  shewed  to  your  clerk,  '<  they  had 
'ordered  that  they  be  brought  to  New  Yoric,  and  placed  in  their 
'  chamber ;  and  tnat  this  would  be  done  as  soon  as  the  season  would 
'  admit  of  their  being  transported  with  ease  and  safety  by  water."  I 
^ded,  that  being  fourteen  feet  high,  and  eight  broad,  they  could  not 
go  from  my  house  without  puttmg  the  frames  in  eight -parts;  that 
dismounting  and  mounting  them  again,  unscrewing  and  screwing 
thirty-three  gilded  screws,  putting  them  up  m  a  chamber,  and  taking 
ihem  down  again,  would  injure  them^  and  they  agreed  this  would  be 
the  consequence.  They  returned  a  second  time,  and  their  proposal, 
I  think,  was  different  from  the  first ;  they  said  your  intentions  now 
were  to  put  them  in  some  place  in  your  house  up  stairs.  I  declined, 
because  they  could  not  be  so  deposited,  uncased,  without  injury,  and 
no  cases  of  the  magnitude  they  would  require  could  be  brought  up 
stairs  in  any  house  here.  I  told  them  that  if  you  would  give  direc- 
tions to  have  them  cased  in  my  house,  they  might  begin  immediately  ; 
and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  tliat  it  will  be  done  so,  if,  upon 
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tliis  communication  of  die  mtenticMis  of  Congress,  you  are  of  tbeir 
sentiment.  The  only  constniction  of  the  letters  I  have  received  is, 
that  Congress  will  have  these  pictures  go  fix>m  my  house  to  New 
York  as  soon  as  the  seasbn  will  admit,  and  certainly  no  seastMi  is 
more  fit  than  the  pres^it  or  latter  end  of  this  month.  As  to  the 
cases,  they  may  be  finished  in  four  or  five  days,  and  in  the  mean- 
while the  pictures  may  stay  in  my  house.  If  your  sentiments  are 
difiTerent,  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction  of  presenting,  myself,  to  the 
Congress  the  portraits  of  their  allies ;  and  this  is  what  I  expected 
when  I  applied  to  Mr.  Jay  t»  know  their  intentions  on  that  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM   ROBERT   MORRIS  TO   MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  1785. 

Su-, 

My  intentions  with  respect  to  the  pictures  were  never  made  known 
to  any  of  the  persons  who  were  employed  to  view  and  remove  them, 
therefore  it  was  not  in  tlieh:  power  to  disclose  to  you  what  was 
unknown  to  themselves. 

The  information  they  gave  must  have  been  founded  on  their  own 
conjectures,  from  the  circumstance  of  my  having  desired  the  height 
of  the  pictures  and^  the  height  of  my  front  parlor  to  be  taken  ;  and 
afterwards,  when  I  was  informed  that  the  frames  of  these  pictures 
must  be  taken  off  before  they  could  be  got  out  of  your  house,  I 
observed,  in  presence  of  one  of  those  persons,  that  they  might,  in 
that  situation,  be  deposited  in  one  of  my  rooms  up  stairs,  which 
could  best  be  spared  from  tlie  family  use,  until  proper  cases  could 
be  made  for  packing  them.  The  idea  of  removing  these  pictures 
from  your  house  is  contained  in  Mr.  Jay's  letter  to  me,  in  the  follo\\'- 
ing  words :  "  As  Mr.  Thomson  purposes  to  remove  his  family  to 
^  this  city,  I  had  mtended  to  leave  these  pictures  where  they  are  until 
*  his  furniture  was  ready  to  be  removed,  and  to  request  the  favor  of 
'  him  to  give  thqm  a  place  among  his  goods,  but  as  Mr.  De  Marbois's 
'leaving  the  house  soon  makes  it  necessary  that  they  should  be 
'carried  to  a  place  of  safety,  until  a  good  opportunity  offers  of 
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*  sending  tiiem  here,  I  must  request  Uie  favor  of  yoiji  to  be  at  this 
'  ttouble,  and  to  charge  me  with  the  expense  attending  it."  From 
this  paragraph  you  must  readily  perceive  that  I  supposed,  especially 
as  the  vendue  was  over,  that  you  were  about  to  leave  the  house,  and 
thence  arose  the  necessity  of  removing  the  pictures.  I  was  not  very 
easy  under  the  idea  of  responsibility  for  accidents  that  might  befall 
them  whilst  in  my  charge,  and  had  concluded  to  take  them  into  my 
boose  as  the  safest  place,  with  a  determination  (previously  made 
known)  of  locking  up  the  room  and  keeping  my  key  in  my  own 
pocket  the  whole  time  they  should  remain  there.  Thus,  sir,  you 
will  see  it  was  not  in  my  contemplation  to  screw  and  unscrew,  to 
put  them  up  and  take  them  down,  or  make  any  ostentatious  show  of 
them.  The  veneration  which  I  entertain  for  their  Majesties,  the 
respect  I  bear  to  Congress,  and  trust  reposed  by  Mr.  Jay,  forbid  such 
an  idle  display  of  vanity  as  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  suppose 
was  intended  on  my  part. 

You  tell  me,  sir,  when  you  applied  to  Mr.  Jay  upon  this  subject 
you  expected  to  have  had  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  yourself  these 
valuable  portraits  to  Congress.  I  am  certain  that  if  Mr.  Jay  had 
known  of  your  expectation,  he  would  not  have  applied  to  any  other 
perscm,  and  as  my  desire  is  only  to  comply  with  Aw,  I  have  not 
a  wish  to  deprive  you  of  the  satisfaction  you  propose  to  yourself 
upon  this  occasion,  and  therefore  relinquish  any  bterference,  although 
I  am  not  insensible  to  the  honor  conferred  by  the  trust  which  was 
committed  to  me. 

I  am,  sir,  be, 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


PBOM  RCttERT  MORRIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

PhHadelphia,  April  16, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
Soon  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo  I  sent  one 
of  my  young  men  to  show  it  to  Monsieur  De  Marbois,  and  ask  him 
when  he  would  wish  to  have  the  pictures  removed.  He  fixed  on  yes- 
terday cnr  this  day,  (as  his  public  auction  was  to  beheld  on  Thursday,) 
ind  yesterday  I  received  a  letter  from  him,  of  which  the  enclosure, 
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No.  1 )  is  a  copy.  In  consequence  of  it  I  sent  Mr.  Wright,  a  portnut 
painter,  to  view  the  condition  of  the  pictures,  and  a  carpenter  to 
measure  the  height  of  them,  to  see  whether  I  could  pla9e  them  in 
my  front  parlor,  which,  being  clean  and  free  from  vermin,  I  thought 
would  be  the  safest  place  I  could  put  them  in  until  you  should  carder 
them  for  New  York.  It  seems,  from  some  conversation  Mr.  De 
Marbois  had  with  the  persons  I  sent  thither,  he  took  it  into  hb  head 
that  I  was  going  to  shew  off  with  their  Majesties'  pictures,  vented 
some  expressions  of  that  purport,  and  finally  refused  the  delivery  of 
them. 

As  I  had  declined  personal  interviews  with  this  gentleman  for 
some  time  past,  I  wrote  him  the  letter,  of  which  No.  2  is  the  copy, 
received  the  answer.  No.  3,  and  have  closed  the  correspondence  with 
No.  4.  I  will  not  take  up  your  time  by  assigning  what  I  suppose  to 
be  the  reasons  of  Mr.  De  Marbois's  conduct ;  all  I  wish  b  that  mine 
may  appear  as  proper  in  your  eyes  as  it  does  in  my  own. 

I  am,  &c., 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  received  another  letter  from  Mr.  De  Marbois,  of 
this  date,  a  copy  whereof  b  enclosed,  marked  No.  5,  to  which  I  do 
not  reply. 


FROM  HOKSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS  TO   ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  April  16,  ITdS. 
Sir, 
The  letter  which  you  have  honored  me  with  this  morning,  contains 
the  most  satisfactory  explanations  of  a  mbtake  occasioned  by  your 
commissioners'  positive  assertions.     At  the  same  time  you  may  be 
assured,  had  it  been  consistent  with  the  intentions  of  Congress,  and 
the  shape  of  the  portraits  and  pictures,  there  is  no  house  where  I 
might  have  seen  them  deposited  with  more  confidence  of  their  preser- 
vation and  safety  than  yours.     As  to  a  desire  you  might  have  had 
of  putting  them  up  in  your  house,  far  from  attributing  it  to  an  idle 
display  of  vanity,  I  could  not  but  be  flattered  with  your  wishes  upon ' 
that  point.     Your  letter  explaming  everything  which  had  occasioned 
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t  mistake,  I  would  not  have  troubled  you  with  thb  letter,  had  I  not 
been  desirous  of  removing,  also,  on  your  side  every  ungrounded  idea 
which  you  might  have  formed  on  the  occasion,  and  also  of  expressing 
my  satisfaction  that  you  do  not  disapprove  of  my  forwarding  myself 
to  the  Congress  the  pictures  of  their  Majesties. 
I  am,  sir,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

Philadelphia,  April  17,  1785. 

Sr, 
I  have  received  the  letters  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write 
to  me,  respecting  the  portraits  of  the  King  and  Queen.  I  have  learnt, 
with  much  satisfaction,  the  desire  that  Congress  have  to  fix  them  in 
die  place  where  they  sit.  I  wish  much  to  have  the  honor  to  present 
them  myself.  I  have  expressed  this  wish  to  Mr.  Morris,  and  though 
he  was  anxious  to  take  charge  of  them  himself,  agreeably  to  what 
jou  wrote  us,  he  iias,  however,  thought  you  would'  not  disapprove 
his  giving  them  in  charge  to  me.  I  am  extremely  sensible  of  his 
complaisance  on  this  occasion,  and  hope  it  will  meet  your  approba* 
don,  that  I  may  have  the  honor  to  present  you  thesb  pictures  the 
beginnmg  of  the  next  month« 

I  am,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM   JOHN  JAT  TO   ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afiaini,  April  S3,  1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  the  16th  instant,  and  exceed^ 
ingly  regret  that  your  friendly  compliance  with  m/  request,  and  for 
which  I  very  sincerely  thank  you,  has  been  the  means  of  drawing 
jou  mto  so  unpleasant  a  correspondence. 
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Be  assured,  my  dear  sir,  that  your  conduct  on  the  occasion  appears 
to  me  to  have  been  perfectly  proper,  and  that  I  cannot  perceive  the 
least  room  to  conclude  or  suspect  that  you  were  influenced  by  any- 
other  motive  than  those  delicate,  friendly,  and  honorable  ones  which 
uniformly  direct  and  distmguish  your  actions. 
With  great  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


JOHN  JAT  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afiaira,  April  28,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  enclose  a  letter  I  have  just  received  from  the  Marqub  de  la 
Fayette.  It  contains,  among  others,  a  very  interesting  paragraph 
respecting  Mr.  Longchamps.  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  read  the  whole  to 
Congress,  and  I  sincerely  wish  that  his  communication  on  that  subject 
may  be  regarded  as  confidential. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  it  might  answer  good  purposes  for  me  to 
send  the  Marquis  (in  a  private  letter)  a  copy  of  the  report  on  the 
case  of  Ixingchamps.  It  might  be  the  means  of  diffusing  certain 
ideas  at  Versailles  on  that  subject,  which  would  promote  our  views 
without  makmg  Ck)ngress  respcmsible  for  them,  and  tend  to  check 
any  desire  they  may  have  to  press  us  further  about  the  matter. 

I  do  not  mean  that  a  formal  resolution  should  be  passed,  or  that 
anything  should  appear  on  the  Journals  about  it.  Your  Excellency 
will  be  able  to  perceive  fixxn  the  reception  of  this  proposition  whether 
the  members  generally  approve  of  it — and  a  private  \iint  to  do  or 
omit  it  will  answer  every  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM   MONSIEUR   DE   MARBOIS  TO  JOHN   JAt. 

Translation. 

New  York,  May  16, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  a  new  memorial  for  Congress ;  in  it 
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I  have  resumed  the  principal  aflfairs  respecting  accounts  which  were 
moitioned  in  our  last  conversation.  I  earnestly  request  you  to  con- 
cur with  me  in  adjusting  these  points.  M.  de  Chateaufort  only  waits 
for  the  despatch  of  the  recommendations  of  Congress  to  go  to  the 
place  of  his  destination,  and  if  I  can  send  them  to  him  to-morrow  or 
die  day  after,  he  will  receive  them  soon  Plough  to  depart  in  a  packet- 
boat  now  at  Philadelphia ;  otherwise  he  will  be  detained  for  some 
wed^s. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  be, 

DE  MARBOIS. 


NOTE. 

Translation. 

New  York,  May  16,  1785. 

The  underwritten,  Charge  d'Affitires  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty, 
has  the  honor  to  submit  to  Congress  several  matters  which  have  been 
presoited  to  him,  and  respecting  the  greater  part  of  which  this  body 
has  passed  several  resolutions  which  have  not  received  a  final  execu- 
tion on  account  of  the  multiplicity  of  other  objects  in  which  they 
have  been  engaged.  The  greater  part  of  these  affairs  respect  those 
French  subjects,  who,  not  having  received  a  satisfactory  answer  from 
the  undersigned,  have  addressed  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  and  he  has 
received  orders  to  press  Congress,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  to  take 
effectual  measures  to  satbfy  the  French  creditors  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  give  an  account  of  the  arrangements  which  shall  be 
made  by  this  body. 

One  of  the  most  important  subjects  is  that  of  loan-office  certifi- 
cates. The  underwritten  cannot  enter  into  the  detail  of  the  deplo- 
rable state  to  which  many  French  subjects,  holders  of  the  certificates, 
are  reduced.  But  he  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Congress  the 
last  year  a  list  of  such  certificates  as  came  to  his  knowledge ;  and 
after  this  communication.  Congress,  adopting  tlie  report  of  their 
Grand  Committee  of  27th  April,  1784,  recommend  to  the  respective 
States  ^^  to  adroit  strangers  to  a  participation  of  the  payment  of  the 
'interest  of  loan-office  certificates  without  distinction  of  citizens  or 
'strangeiSi  and  to  extend  to  them  not  only  the  benefit  of  future 
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*  payments,  but  also  those  already  made."  Notwithstanding  these 
recommendations,  the  French  subjects  see  the  payments  of  interest 
made  as  heretofore  without  their  participation.  The  interest  accu- 
mulates yearly,  and  the  complamts  of  these  foreign  creditors  are  the 
more  urgent  as  they  see,  by  the  payments  made  to  the  citizens,  that  it 
is  not  through  the  w^ant  of  resources  and  means  that  they  are  not 
paid,  but  through  reasons  very  distressing  to  the  friends  of  the  United 
States.  The  underwritten  has  addressed  himself  to  one  of  the  States 
of  the  Union,  to  press  them  to  pay  respect  to  the  recommendations 
of  Congress ;  the  answer  he  received  was  by  no  means  satisfactory', 
and  clearly  proves  that  it  is  from  Congress  alone  that  the  French 
creditors  are  to  expect  justice. 

Other  French  subjects  have  made  deposites  since  the  estimate  that 
the  underwritten  has  had  made ;  but  he  thinks  he  can  calculate  that  the 
sums  that  are  due  to  them  are  not  below  five  millions  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  nor  above  six  millions.  The  deposites  have  been 
made  at  different  times  on  account  of  individuals  that  were  absent. 
They  are  invested  with  all  the  forms  prescribed  by  law  to  prevent 
abuses  in  cases  of  this  nature.  The  justice  of  Congress  should 
authorize  credit  to  be  given  to  these  individuals  for  the  value  of  these 
funds  at  the  time  the  different  deposites  were  made ;  and  the  under- 
written, on  this  occasion,  prays  that  Congress  would  let  him  know 
whether  claims  of  this  nature  ought  to  be  classed  amongst  those 
which  the  resolution  of  the  17th  March  of  this  year  has  in  view. 
In  which  case  it  would  be  proper  to  consider  the  distance  of  the 
French  creditors,  who  cannot  furnish  the  explanations  that  may  be 
necessary  in  the  space  of  a  year,  and  the  difficulty  of  stating  the 
proof  of  the  justice  of  their  claims  at  the  actual  period,  will  perhaps 
determine  Congress  to  adopt  the  measure  which  the  underwritten 
takes  the  liberty  to  propose,  to  give  an  account  to  each  of  those 
persons  of  the  value  of  paper  money  at  the  respective  periods  when 
the  deposites  were  made,  and  the  interest  due  since  the  said  periods. 
Finally,  if  the  proposition  is  not  adopted,  the  underwritten  prays 
that  Congress  will  pass  some  resolution  in  behalf  of  tliese  creditors, 
and  to  consider,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  absence  and  distance  of 
the  French  subjects  does  not  permit  them  to  sink  their  paper  money, 
either  by  paying  taxes  or  by  purchasing  lands,  or  by  other  means 
which  may  suit  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States ; 
that  they  cannot  obtain  real  justice  but  by  such  arrangements  as  they 
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can  o^otiate.  or  selling  effects  by  which  they  shall  be  paid,  oi*  making 
tbem  serve  for  the  payment  of  their  particular  debts. 

The  underwritten  has  had  the  honor  of  addressing  Congress  on 
other  difierent  subjects  which  have  not  yet  been  determined*  He 
wiU  only  repeat  here  such  as  concern  the  liquidation  of  debts. 

The  claim  made  on  Mr.  Bingham,  for  several  sums  advanced  by 
the  treasurers  and  the  correspondent  of  the  Commissary  at  Martinique, 
has  been  taken  into  consideraticHi  by  Congress  the  16th  December 
last,  and  it  appears  (rom  the  information  received,  that  Mr.  Bingham 
has  been  a  long  time  paid  by  the  United  States.  This  afh\r  having 
been  more  tlian  five  months  before  Congress,  the  underwritten  requests 
that  this  assembly  would  inform  him  by  what  means  he  can  come  at 
the  reimbursement  of  the  sums  due  by  Mr.  Bingham,  and  as  they 
are  considerable,  he  has  received  fresh  demands,  dated  19th  April 
last,  fix>m  the  Governor  of  Martinique,  and  he  is  lately  informed  that 
many  accounts  are  suspended  by  the  absence  of  Mr.  Bingham,  and 
by  the  delay  of  payment. 

It  is  near  three  months  since  the  underwritten  has  had  tlie  honor 
to  submit  to  Congress  the  titles  of  a  debt  due  by  the  United  States 
to  the  Sieurs  Sabatier  &  Despres,  and  which  the  Royal  Treasurer 
has  discharged.  Ho  prays  that  Congress  would  inform  him  of  the 
arrangements  made  on  this  subject. 

Finally,  the  8th  March  last  tne  underwritten  renewed  tlie  demands 
which  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  made  o!l  tlie  9th  April,  1784. 
Congress  then  informed  this  Minister,  by  a  resolution  of  10th  April 
of  the  same  year,  "  That  they  would,  with  the  greatest  c^re,  adopt 
'subsequent  measures  for  the  punctual  payment  of  the  principal  and 
'interest  at  different  periods,  conformable  to  contract.'*  This  reso- 
lution has  been  transmitted  to  the  court,  and  the  underwritten  has 
orders  to  inform  his  Majesty's  Ministers  with  what  effect  it  has  been 
followed,  and  he  prays  that  Congress  would  take  up  the  letter  which 
he  wrote  the  honorable  Mr.  Jay  on  this  subject,  the  8th  March  last, 
and  put  him  in  a  way  of  satisfying  the  orders  he  has  received. 

Congress  will  perceive  the  necessity  of  determining  affairs  of  this 
importance,  the  issue  of  which  whilst  doubtful  keeps  many  families 
in  distress,  apd  is  inconvenient  to  many  others ;  and  he  would  wish 
it  considered  that  the  French  creditors  are  the  only  persons  who  as 
yet  have  not  participated  in  the  advantages  which  the  returnof  peace 
has  procured  the  United  States. 
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That  there  is  not  in  the  demands  which  the  underwritten  makes/ 
any  point  the  justice  of  which  has  not  been  acknowledged  by  Con- 
gress itself,  and  that,  by  renewing  so  frequently  his  demands,  he  but 
obeys  the  obligations  which  his  station  imposes  on  him,  and  complies 
with  a  duty  which  cannot  be  disagreeable  to  Congress  whilst  justice 
is  its  object. 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  JOHN   JAT  TO   MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Mny  18, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that  the  business  of  Monsieur 
De  Chateauibrt  is  completed,  and  the  papers  respecting  it  are  here« 
with  enclosed. 

Permit  me  to  assure  you  that  the  other  affiiirs  which  you  have  laid 
before  me  shall  be  immediately  attended  to. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
o 

FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   MONSIEUR   DE   MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  May  19, 1785. 
Sir^ 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  an 
extract  from  the  act  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  that  part  of  your 
letter  to  me  of  the  9th  ultimo  which  relates  to  the  appointment  of 
your  brother  as  Vice  Consul. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &:c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
o 

FROM   MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS   TO   JOHN   JAT, 

Translation. 

New  York,  May  19,  1785. 
Sir, 
I  received  the  two  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write,  and  the 
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resoluti<His  relative  to  the  Consul  of  Charleston  and  to  the  Vice 
Consulate  that  I  had  proposed  for  Philadelphia ;  I  shall  transmit  the 
former  without  delay  to  M.  De  Chateaufort,  as  well  as  its  provisions. 

With  respect  to  the  demand  wfifch  I  took  the  liberty  to  make  for 
my  brother,  it  was  founded  on  what  has  been  practised  with  regard 
to  the  Vice  Consiil  who  has  been  charged  with  fulfilling  the  functions 
of  the  Consul  of  Charleston  in  the  absence  of  the  lattei*;  but  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  14th  September, 
1781,  b  sufficient,  and  I  shall  conform  to  it. 

A  vessel  has  lately  arrived  from  Marseilles,  and  I  am  assured  tliat 
at  the  time  of  her  departure  there  were  no  accounts  of  the  capture 
of  any  other  American  vessels  by  the  Barbarians,  except  the  one 
carried  into  Tangiers  in  October  last.  They  add  that  the  Moors 
desired  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  the  United  States,  and  that  the 
other  Powers  of  the  Mediterranean,  Africa  likewbe,  expected  over- 
tures for  treaties.  I  should  have  had  the  honor  of  conmiunicating 
these  particulars,  of  which,  perhaps,  you  are  already  informed  before, 
if  I  bad  not  been  on  the  eve  of  leaving  town  for  a  few  days  on  my 
tour  to  Long  Island.  ' 

I  am,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM   JOHN   JAT  TO   THE   PRESIDENT    OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  May  S6,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  herewith  enclosed, 

a  note  from  M.  DeMarbois,  dated  the  16th  inst.,  on  several  interesting 

subjects,  to  which  he  is  very  solicitous  that  Congress  would  be  pleased 

to  pay  early  attention. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  Jane  1, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  copy  of  a  letter  which 
Vol.  I— 10.  n         ] 
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the  King  writes  Co  tbe  Coilgress  of  the  Uni^  Stated*    I  reqimst  that 
you  will  be  pleased  to  infotm  me  wfa^i  I  oan  have  the  honor  to 
deliver  the  <^iginai  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Gongreas* 
I  am,  with  respetit,  be., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


TVansIatiob. 

Very  de4r  ^al  Friends  and  Alfies, 

It  is  wiA  tfaio  greatest  eagerness  we  mform  yon  that  die  Qneen, 
our  vety  dear  Spouse,  was  delivered  this  day  of  a  Prince,  whom  we 
have  called  die  Duke  of  Nonnandy.  We  doubt  not  bat  that  you 
will  sincerely  participate  with  us  in  tbe  satisfaction  which  this 
ibrtunate  event  occasions,  and  that  you  are  well  convinced  of  tlie 
pleasure  wiifli  which  we  shall  receive  the  testimonies  you  shall  give 
us  thereof.  We  feel  ^  very  true  one  in  availing  ourselves  of  this 
opportunity  to  tenew  die  assura^es  of  our  affection,  and  of  our 
constant  friendship  for  you« 

And  so  we  pray  God  that  be  will  have  you,  very  dear  great  friends 
and  allies,  in  his  holy  and  worthy  keepbg.  Written  at  Versailles, 
the  27th  March,  1785, 

LOUIS. 


FBCNi  90tiV  i'At  TO  THE   PEBSil^EirT   OF   COlViORl^B. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afiain,  June  3, 1785. 
Sir, 

M.  De  Marbois  has  received  for  your  Excellency  a  letter  from  the 
King  of  France,  announcing  the  birth  of  his  son,  the  Duke  of 
Nonnandy. 

He  observes  that  Congress  have  not  as  yet  been  pleased  to 
prescribe  any  form  or  ceremony  or  rule  respecting  Ae  delivery  of 
such  letters  to  them  from  Sovereigns,  as  their  Ministers  residing  here 
may  be  charged  with.  He  wishes,  therefore,  to  be  informed  whether 
he  shall  deliver  the  letter  in  question  to  your  Excellency  at  your 
bouse,  <tf  in  the  Ccmgress  Chamber,  or  in  a  private  andienoe  ? 
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In  my  opinion  it  would  be  proper  to  make  a  distinction  between 
a  Charge  d'AfiiireSt  a  JVfinister  f^jejxipoji/^nU^xyy  APli  an  Ambas- 


In  the  first  case  (which  is  the  pres^it)  I  thmk  the  Secretary  for 
Formgn  Affiurs  should  conduct  him  to  your  Excellency's  house,  and 
that  be  should  thore  deliver  the  letter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

JOHN  JAY. 


Ryfort  of  Secretary  Jay,  on  a  loiter  from  the  Km^  of  France 
annoimcing  the  JArth  of  a  Prince. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afairs,  June  13, 1785. 

1!^  Seorc^nry  of  the  United  ^tes  ibr  the  Deypartment  <^  Foreign 
AJbks,  to  vfhaak  was  j?efeired  a  Jitter  to  CoQgres3  from  bis  most 
Chrfetian  Majesty,  pf  ^th  March  last,  announcmg  the  birth  of  a 
Pcince,  j^^pocts  d»e  .following  answer  to  that  jletter,  yis : 

Great,  fiutbful,  and  beloved  Friend  and  AUy, 

We  j^ve  jreceivod  the  ietter  wh^h  your  Majesty  4id  us  0ie  hofipr 
towiite  on  the  S7th  Maroh  laat*  , 

The  inagnajBttmi^  ^  your  cooduQt  to^wwls  ms,  jn  the  day  of  our 
distress,  wU  always  lead  U3  to  ocmsid^  evei^  ev^tnt  i^  /ortupat^ 
Khicb  ^dds  to  the  domestic  jetUcity  ^i  your  faimily,  apd  the  gepei^ 
^ppioeos  of  y  wr  people. 

We  poosider  the  birth  qf  n  Prinoe  9»  conduoing  to  both  tbe^ 
dewahfe  objiects,  md  we  present  to  your  Majesty  wd  tb^  Qiueep 
fxir  Mn<^re  congratulations  ^n  d)at  joyfiil  occasicm- 

Penmt  us  to  assure  your  Majo^ty  of  Km  increasing  gr^^tude  apd 
attoKJupent,  ai«l  v{  the  r^iiicerity  with  which  we  pray  that  the 
Ahui^tyrmay.idways  keep  you  .and  yours  in  His  holy  protec^ioii. 

Done  at  J^ew  Jo<k,  - — ^  day  af  June,  1785,  by  the  Unit€|d 
States  in  Congress  ai^sen^deds  ysm  Jilajesty's  fditbCul  fiiends  t^ad 
allies. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  MONSIEUR  DE    MARBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  June  14, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  had  the  honor  of  frequently  representing  to  Congress  the 
disagreeable  situation  to  which  many  of  its  creditors,  subjects  of  his 
Majesty,  are  reduced.  I  have  not  been  able  to  return  them  any 
satisfactory  answer,  and  they  have  had  too  much  reason  to  think  that 
their  interests  were  neglected.  Many  among  them  have  taken  the 
resolution  to  send  over  here  Mr.  Le  Roy  de  Chaumont  with  their 
powers  of  attorney.  I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  memorial 
which  he  delivered  to  me,  in  which  they  set  fortli  their  demands,  and 
the  infinite  damage  which  the  non-payment  of  their  debts  occasions. 
1  beg  of  you  to  submit  it  to  the  inspection  of  Congress,  and  to  remind 
this  assembly  that  my  preceding  steps  have  been  taken  by  order  of 
his  Majesty,  and  that  this  is  in  consequence  thereof.  My  first 
representations,  dated  in  the  montli  of  November  last,  have  been 
frequently  repeated  since.  The  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  had  made 
similar  representations  before  in  the  year  1783.  Represent,  I 
beseech  you,  sir,  to  Congress,  that  by  taking  a  resolution  on  such 
important  points  to  so  many  families,  they  will  prevent  the  complete 
ruin  of  many  among  them.  They  will  save,  moreover,  to  many  of 
their  French  creditors  the  expenses  of  a  voyage  which  they  purpose 
making  to  America,  and  the  inconveniences  of  a  derangement  from 
which  their  affiiirs  cannot  but  considerably  sufifer.  Finally,  they  will 
avoid  the  painful  sight  of  a  number  of  French  subjects  soliciting, 
themselves,  tlieir  justice,  and  showmg  to  independent  America  her 
first  friends  ruined  by  refusals,  in  consequence  of  the  confidence 
which  they  placed  in  her  in  the  time  of  her  greatest  distress.  You 
will  be,  sir,  with  pleasure  the  instrument  of  so  just  a  demand,  and  I 
will  never  cease  assuring  the  creditors  of  the  United  States,  that  they 
may  place  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  justice  of  Congress  and  their 
respect  for  their  engagements. 

I  am,  sir,  ice, 

DE  MARBOIS. 
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MEMORIAL   OF    LE   ROT  DE   CHAUMONT. 

Translation. 

The  Memorial  and  Petition  of  James  D.  Le  Roy  de  Chaumont,  jr., 

Esq.,  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  French  Traders,  who  have 

been  adventurers  to  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  French  traders  who  have  had  dealings  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  even  lent  sums  to  Congress,  desire  to  implore  its 
justice  for  the  acquittal  of  the  most  formal,  solemn,  and  explicit 
promise  for  the  discharge  of  which  the  States  in  Union  have  plodged 
their  faith,  not  only  in  a  collective  capacity,  but  also  as  individuals, 
and  with  a  joint  consent  engaged  to  one  another  their  "  lives,  their 
ibrtunes,  and  their  sacred  honors."  ' 

Happily  for  them,  the  honorable  Congress  have  themselves,  in  a 
solenm,  authentic,  and  irrevocable  manner  pronounced  in  favor  of  die 
French  traders,  and  made  impracticable  the  injustice  which  the 
enemies  to  their  glory  endeavor  to  make  us  fear. 

The  point  in  contest  has  a  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
paper  money  of  the  United  States,  owed  to  his  most  Christian 
Majesty's  subjects,  shall  be  paid. 

Thb  paper  money  may  bo  considered  relatively  to  two  different 
epochs,  that  of  its  creation,  and  that  of  the  thirteenth  of  September, 
1779,  when  a  solemn  deliberation  of  Congress  was  issued,  on  which 
ihey  ground  their  claim. 

At  the  creation  of  this  paper  its  nominal  was  its  real  value ;  when 
the  honorable  Congress  circulated  a  stamped  money  to  the  amount 
of  a  hundred  Spanish  dollars,  it  is  incontestable  that  this  paper 
represented  a  hundred  dollars;  that  it  acquitted  Congress  of  a 
hundred  dollars,  with  the  person  who  received  it. 

The  multiplied  wants  of  Congress,  and  the  scarcity  of  money  in 
oumerary  specie,  having  much  increased  tlie  quantity  of  thb  paper, 
its  value  fell  in  proportion.  Suspicions  and  insinuations  dexterously 
propagated  intimidated  tlie  people,  and  gave  them  room  to  fear  its 
bemg  fully  acquitted  at  last.  These  fears  became  more  and  more 
prevalent.  They  themselves,  for  whose  preservation  it  had  been 
enoitted,  refused  to  take  it  at  its  nominal  value,  which  brought 
Congress  into  a  sad  dilemna. 
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They  must  either  let  these  fears  subsist  by  their  silence,  and  then 
the  depreciation  gradually  increasing,  no  one  would  have  received  it 
under  any  value  whatever ;  the  natural  consequence  of  which  would 
have  brought  them  again  under  the  tyrannical  yoke  which  they  were 
endeavoring  to  break ;  or  else  ensure,  by  a  striking  and  solenm  act, 
the  full  payment  of  this  paper  money,  notwithstanding  the  visible 
losses  they  had  sustained,  by  which  step  they  resume  their  import- 
ance, give  fresh  proofs  of  fortitude,  enable  themselves  to  procure 
arms  and  ammunition,  and  by  their  consent  to  a  vohmtaiy  loss,  assure 
forever  their  liberty  and  victory.  This  latter  step  was  altogether  the 
most  wise  and  most  generous,  and  similar  to  the  conduct  of  the 
Romans,  who  sold  the  field  x>n  which  Hannibal  was  encamped  as 
high  as  if  the  enemy  had  been  dislodged  from  it. 

Th6  latter  determination  was  the  part  Congress  took  in  their  unan- 
imous resolution  at  the  remarkable  epoch  of  the  13th  September, 
1779,  notified  in  the  form  of  a  circular  letter,  not  only  to  America  or 
to  France,  but  to  the  whole  world. 

Thb  lettef  seems  to  have  been  framed  with  a  design  of  interdicting 
Congress  or  any  of  its  members  from  ever  admitting  the  least  thought 
of  retracting  so  sacred  an  engagement,  so  strongly  every  line  and 
sentence  thereof  are  calculated  to  guard  against  the  least  infiingemait 
of  the  same. 

In  tliis  letter  Congress  begin  with  laying  out  to  the  eyes  of  the 
public  the  facilities  of  the  United  States,  enabling  them  to  pay  this 
national  debt  by  cancelling  this  paper  money ;  the  totality  of  the 
national  debt  (as  it  is  supposed  in  thb  letter)  ought  to  amount  at  the 
end  of  the  war  to  300,000,000  dollars. 

"  Tliere  are  at  present  3,000,000  of  inhabitants  m  the  thirteen 

<  States ;  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  divided  among  three  mil^ 

<  lions  of  people  would  give  to  each  person  one  hundred  dollars ;  and 

<  is  there  an  individual  in  America  unable,  in  the  cburse  of  eighteen 
^  or  twenty  years,  to  pay  it  again  ?    Suppose  the  whde  debt  assessed 

<  as  it  ought  to  be  on  the  inhabitants,  in  proportion  to  their  respective 
'estates,  what  would  then  be  the  share  of  the  pocM^r?  perhaps  not 
« ten  dollars." 

After  having  thus  held  to  the  public  view  the  sc^dity  of  the  means 
of  payment  they  had  in  their  power,  this  circular  letter  displays  their 
desire  of  acquitting  the  debt,  and  confirms  this  desire  by  three  con- 
vincing arguments.     The  first  of  which  is. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


mPWMJLTK  GORRESPaNDENCK.  151 

Wbether  and  in  what  maimer  the  faith  of  the  Umted  States  has 
heea  jrfedged  for  the  redemption  of  their  bills. 

The  secoQd,  Whether  they  have  put  themselves  in  a  political 
capacity  to  redeem  thehi ;  and 

Thirdly,  Whether,  admitting  the  two  former  propositions,  there  is 
wsy  reason  to  apprehend  a  wanton  violation  of  the  public  faith* 

It  is  particularly  on  this  last  point  that  the  circular  letter  insists 
with  the  greatest  power  of  persuasion,  becoming  to  truly  free  and 
glorious  souk. 

After  having  reminded  Aat  the  United  Stales,  in  order  to  make 
tb^rasdves  free  and  independent,  had  reciprocally  bound  themselves 
tooneanoth^i' with  their  lives,  fi>rtune8,  and  honor,  Ccmgress  exclaims 
that  <<  it  is  with  grief  and  rehiotanee  that  they  can  prevail  upon  them* 

*  selves  to  take  the  least  notice  of  a  questbn  which  involves  in  it  a 
^doubt  so  injurious  to  the  honor  and  dignity  of  America. 

<^  A  bankrupt,  faithless  republic  would  be  a  novelty  in  the  political 
^  worid,  and  appears  among  reputable  natiQos  like  a  common  proati- 
'tute  among  chaste  and  respectable  matrons.    The  pride  of  America 

<  levohs  from  the  idea :  her  citisens  know  for  what  purpose  these 

*  emissions  were  made,  and  have  repeatedly  plighted  their  faith  (or 

<  ^  redemption  of  them. 

(« We  are  convinced  thai  the  efhrts  of  our  enemies  will  not  be 

*  wanting  to  draw  us  into  thb  humiliating  and  contemptible  situation. 
^  Impelled  by  malice  and  the  suggestion  of  chagrin  and  disappoint- 

<  ment,  and  not  being  able  to  bend  our  necks  to  their  yoke,  they  will 
^  endeavor  to  force  or  seduce  us  to  commit  this  unpardonable  gin, 
<in  order  to  subject  us  to  the  punishment  due  to  it,  and  thai  we 
'  vmj  thenceforth  be  a  re]m)ach  and  a  by-word  among  the  natiom. 

<  Apprised  of  these  oooseqikences,  knowing  the  value  qf  national 
'character,  and  impressed  with  a  due  sense  of  the  immutable  laws  of 

<  justice  and  hon(»r,  it  is  impossible  that  America  should  think  without 

<  horror  of  such  an  execrable  deed. 

<«Let  it  never  (says  the  Congress  at  the  end  <>f  this  unanimous 
^letter)  be  said  that  America  had  no  sooner  become  independent, 
^than  she  became  insolvent,  or  that  her  infajit  glories  and  growing 
<iame  were  obscured  and  tarnished  by  broken  contracts  and  violated 
^  fiuth  in  the  very  hour  when  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  were  admiring> 
^and  almost  adoring,  the  splendor  of  her  rising." 

Such  are  the  terms  by  which  Congress  has  ensured  to  the  world 
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in  general  the  paymmit  of  their  bills  of  credit,  or  ratified  it.  Since 
this  circular  letter  b  but  a  recapitulation  of  the  solemn  engagement 
entered  upon  on  this  matter  at  the  time  of  its  original  rise,  and  at 
several  other  subsequent  epochs,  so  that,  to  use  the  very  terms  of  that 
letter,  «  whoever  examines  the  force  of  these  and  similar  observa- 
^  tions  must  smile  at  the  ignorance  of  those  who  doubt  the  ability  of 
*  the  United  States  to  rede^n  their  bills." 

Notwithstanding  all  this,  Congress  has  been  pleased  to  give  out  a 
resolution,  dated  June  28,  1780,  with  a  tariff  of  depreciation  and 
reduction  of  their  paper  currency,  in  which  they  fix  four  epochs  of 
gradual  depreciation,  by  which  this  paper  is  so  excessively  reduced 
that,  for  instance,  the  first  of  September,  1779,  that  is  to  say,  at  the 
very  period  when  Congross  so  solemnly  ensured  the  payment  of  it, 
eighteen  paper  dollars  at  this  time  were  reduced  to  one  Spanish  milled 
dollar,  which  makes  the  creditor  liable  to  lose  seventeen  times  the 
peal  value  of  his  own  property. 

Had  the  stroke  of  this  immense  reduction  fallen  on  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  only,  the  French  traders  would  have  had  no  room 
to  complain,  because,  upon  the  whole,  this  would  have  proved  but 
an  internal  and  economical  arrangement,  by  virtue  of  which  all'  the 
American  debtors,  united  and  represented  by  their  own  deputies, 
would  accelerate  their  liberation  by  a  sudden  diminution  ol  their 
enormous  debt ;  and  even  then  the  French  traders  would  have  to 
complain  about  it,  if  such  reduction  should  mcapacitate  the  Ammcan 
private  proprietor  to  pay  those  he  had  traded  with. 

And  the  French  nation  maintains  that  this  reduction  cannot,  with 
the  least  shadow  of  justice,  fall  upon  them;  that  with  respect  to 
them,  ^<  it  would  be  against  the  immutable  laws  of  justice  and  honor, 

<  that  it  would  be  against  the  faith  and  interest  of  all  America,  to 

<  be  ever  prevailed  to  support  or  countenance  or  permit  so  ruinous  a 
*■  measure ;  and  that  it  would  be  impossible  that  America  should  think 

<  without  horror  of  such  an  execrable  deed."  * 

We  need  not  recur  to  the  qualifications  Congress  has  previously 
given  to  such  an  operation,  in  order  to  defeat  and  make  the  same 
void.  Plain  reflections,  arising  fix>m  facts  known  to  the  whole  world, 
will  sufficiently  demonstrate  the  horrible  injustice  that  would  ensue 
fix)m  it. 

One  or  the  other  of  the  two  following  suppositicms  must  be 
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admitted,  viz :  either  we  must  suppose  that  Congress,  at  the  time 
they  were  givmg  to  the  world  the  solemn  and  sadsfactory  assurance 
held  out  in  their  circular  letter  of  the  13th  September,  1779,  enter- 
tained a  secret  intention  one  day  to  break  it ; '  or  else  admit  that  they 
gave  it  out  bona  fide« 

The  6rst  of  these  suppositions  b  inadmissible ;  there  would  be  an 
end  to  all  human  societies  in  the  world,  mankind  would  be  degraded 
below  the  beasts  of  prey,  if  it  was  possible  to  suppose  a  convention 
of  fifty  public  men,  picked  out  from  the  most  illustrious  and  most 
virtuous  characters  among  thirteen  United  States,  unanimously  attest- 
ing to  the  world  m  general,  in  terms  expressive  of  the  most  intended 
faithfulness,  that  they  are  entering  into  the  most  solemn  engagement, 
which  they  mean  to  fulfil  at  the  peril  of  their  fortunes  and  lives,  yet 
in  the  same  time  tmanimously  plot  the  most  abominable  project  to 
baffle  the  world.  So  hateful  and  monstrous  a  project  cannot  be  sup- 
posed, without  casting  an  odious  slander  on  the  himian  nature  in  its 
generality.  Therefore,  it  must  be  admitted  as  an  incontestable  trudi 
that  Congress,  unanimously  contracting  their  joint  engagement  of  the 
iSth  September,  1779,  for  the  realization  and  integral  payment  of 
their  paper  currency,  do  it  with  a  serious  and  real  intentbn  honestly 
to  fulfil  the  same.  They  were  not  ignorant  at  this  epoch  of  the 
enormous  losses  they  were  involved  in  by  the  depreciation  of  this 
paper.  Nevertheless,  this  very  day  they  were  freely  delivered,  clear 
firom  any  deduction,  constraint,  or  fraud ;  no  investigation  or  allure- 
ments biased  or  influenced  their  judgment ;  but  with  an  even  and 
impartial  hand  tliey  balanced  the  threatenbg  danger  of  falling  into 
an  inextricable  slavery  in  consequence  of  the  total  discredit  of  their 
paper,  with  the  necessity  of  supporting  its  credit.  By  overlooking 
its  depreciation,  the  Americans  remain  defenceless,  exposed  to  the 
continual  attacks  of  a  formidable  enemy ;  on  tlie  otiier  hand  to  submit 
to  an  enormous  pecuniary  loss  is  an  intolerable  inconveniency ;  yet 
they,  with  a  fiill  knowledlge  of  the  consequence,  preferred  the  latter. 

Now  let  any  man  point  out  among  the  nations  a  code  wherein  you 
may  read  thai  a  people  that  has  entered  mto  a  solemn  contract  with 
foreign  nations,  by  representatives  of  their  own  choice,  invested  with 
the  political  capacity  of  binding  their  constituents,  still  retain  the 
right  and  liberty  of  retroceding  fix)m  the  contract,  and  exempting 
themselves  from  the  execution  of  the  same. 

We  might  stop  here,  where  the  cause  appears  decided,  yet  let  us 
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proceed  to  prore  the  justice  and  validkj  of  die  engagement  under 
consideration ;  it  may  be  pronounced  just,  because  the  depreciation 
of  the  paper  currency  is  become,  in  fiict,  a  c<»itraet,  denominated  m 
the  laws  of  nations  a  gross  adventure  contract,  admitted  as  lawfiit 
among  all  nations. 

It  is  just  also  because  the  paper  under  consi^ration,  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  French  traders,  ought  to  be  considered,  not  in  an  abstract- 
ive, but  in  a  collective  view,  as  an  aggregate.  It  is  likewise  so, 
because  its  actual  depreciation,  existing  at  the  very  time  diat  Con- 
gress was  assuring  the  public  of  the  integral  pajrment  dioreof,  has 
been  the  salvation  of  America. 

Finally,  it  is  so  with  respect  to  the  French  traders,  because,  by 
two  essential  reasons  of  bcontestable  difference,  they  cannot  be  made 
even  with  the  Americans.     Let  us  brieSy  unibid  this  truth. 

Pu*st,  let  us  define  what  is  meant  by  a  gross  advenhare  contract. 
It  is  a  contract  wherein  the  peril  of  the  real  capital  justifies  and 
legitimates  the  magnitude  of  the  interest,  however  excessive  they  may 
appear. 

All  jurisconsults  and  civilians  agree  ^at  it  is  not  possible  to 
determine  a  stated  rate  of  interest  on  a  sum  given  out  by  a  gross 
adventure  contract,  and  maintain  that  the  interest  thereof  is  and  ought 
to  be  in  proportion  to  the  peril  the  adventurer  in  gross  adventure 
perceives,  and  right  or  wrong  foresees  his  capital  may  be  liable  to. 

Now,  laying  aside  all  prejudices,  notwithstanding  the  encouraging 
assurances  exhibited  in  Congress's  circular  letter  of  the  IMi  Sep- 
tember, 1779;  notwithstanding  the  confidence  Congress  has  always 
successfully  expressed  in  their  decrees  and  proclamations,  if  all  assist- 
ance from  Europe  had  failed  to  the  Am^icans  before  or  at  the  13th 
September,  1779,  to  June,  1780,  (and  it  would  have  certainly  (idled 
had  Europe  been  capable  to  think  that  Congress  expected  that  no 
mace  than  the  eighteenth  and  the  fortieth  part  of  that  currency  <wouId 
be  realized,)  was  it  not  infinitely  probable  that  they  would  have  fallen 
under  the  yoke  of  their  op^nressors,  notwithstanding  the  ^int  of  a 
respectable  fortitude,  but  impotent,  when  destitute  of  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, or  any  other  resistance  whatever,  to  oppose  a  powerfiil  naUon, 
exasperated  and  unrelenting,  hiring  warriors  fitmi  other  natbns  at 
the  highest  rates.  Had  this  been  the  unhappy  fate  of  the  Amov 
icans,  what  then  would  have  become  of  the  paper  money?  Il 
would  have  been  absolutely  lost  to  French  creditors  in  whose  hands 
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it  remained,  and  the  first  step  of  England,  repossessed  of  the  people 
she  highly  stigmatized  with  the  opprobrioas  name  of  rebels,  and  which 
the  event,  supreme  judge  of  these  grand  questions  decides,  would 
have  been  to  declare  by  a  decree  the  emission  of  such  a  paper  a 
faring  act  of  rebellion  and  felony.  The  French  natbn,  then,  in 
famishing  the  Americans  with  provisions,  warlike  stores  of  all  kinds, 
with  cloths  and  stuffs  for  the  clothing  of  the  troops,  and  money,  and 
yet  receiving  in  payment  for  these  but  an  insignificant  paper,  have 
then  really  laid  out  their  property  at  the  gross  adventure^  on  the 
uncertain  independency  of  America,  and  consequently  the  integral 
payment  is  justly  due  to  them  for  all  the  paper  money  they  are  pos- 
sessed of.  Moreover,  the  French  traders  were  gainers  on  some  articles 
and  loseis  on  some  others ;  one  operation  was  advantageous,  the  other 
injurious ;  and  they  were  obliged  to  sell  their  cargoes  at  a  great  loss 
by  unforeseen  occurrences ;  so  that  the  true  manner  of  arguing  widi  a 
French  trader  would  be  to  tell  him  you  have  transacted  twenty  or 
thirty  afiiiirs  with  America  during  the  course  of  the  war,  you  have 
been  gainer  in  some,  and  loser  m  others,  sum  up  the  whole,  what 
profit  would  you  really  have  made,  or  could  you  reasonably  have 
expected  to  make,  had  you  traded  with  us  for  silver,  and  not  for 
paper  ?  And  then  it  will  appear  firom  this  proposal  that  this  would 
lead  into  endless  and  impracticable  liquidations. 

Moreover,  die  Integral  payment  of  the  paper  currency  is  just  and 
equitable,  because  its  depreciation  at  the  time  that  Congress  assured 
the  integral  payment  thereof  has  been  the  salvation  of  America. 
Par  be  from  us  any  idea  merely  bright  and  paradoxical ;  in  speaking 
CO  so  great  concerns,  nothmg  but  solid  and  palpable  truth  should  be 
advanced ;  the  last  proposed  is  of  this  number. 

Had  America  paid  in  solid  silver  for  our  imported  cargoes,  at  the 
VOTy  instant  we  are  writing  this  she  would  be  under  the  yoke.  Wliat 
French  traders  would  have  undertaken  either  to  pay  insurances  at 
seventy-five  per  cent,  or  run  the  inevitable  risk  of  enormous  losses, 
had  be  not  expected  to  be  indemnified  from  these  at  the  end  of  the 
contest,  with  respect  to  the  difference  between  the  nominal  value  of 
the  paper  money  and  the  real  value  thereof.  Supposing  the  American 
people  had  been  furnished  with  ready  cash,  could  they  have  been 
prevailed  upon  to  submit  to  the  great  sacrifices  naturally  arising  bom 
the  actual  and  rapid  depreciation  of  the  paper  currency ;  sacrifices, 
however,  indispensable  to  draw  the  affluence  of  Europe  in  the  midst 


Digitized  by 


Google 


156  "^OHN  JAY-SEC.  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

of  greatest  dangers,  and  bring  all  the  assistance  of  warlike  and 
victualling  supplies  requisite  to  encourage  a  vigorous  defence?  But  the 
French  trader  was  argumg  witli  himself  after  this  manner :  It  is  true 
I  send  out  an  immense  export,  1  expose  my  fortune  to  the  greatest 
dangers,  but  by  the  nature  of  the  payment  I  shall  receive  in  America 
I  shall  make  six  times,  perhaps  ten  times,  the  amount  of  my  cargo ; 
so,  out  often  exportations,  let  one  succeed,  I  am  clear  of  loss,  and  I 
shall  have  assisted  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  In  tliis  point  of  view  it 
may  be  said  that  the  very  insolvabilily  of  America  has  proved  her 
strength  and  safety,  and  having  but  a  very  limited  metallic  currency, 
which  soon  was  expended,  at  the  very  beginning  of  her  struggles, 
had  she  held  up  her  paper  currency  to  the  strict  amount  of  its  nom- 
inal  value,  Europe,  urcertain  on  the  final  payment  thereof,  (payment 
absolutely  dependent  on  the  great  event  either  of  victory  or  defeat,) 
could  not,  consistently  with  common  sense,  have  sent  into  America 
cargoes  in  which  the  danger  of  a  considerable  loss  could  not  have 
been  compensated  by  the  possibility  of  a  great  gain. 

We  should  willingly  leave  it  to  the  justice  and  wisdom  of  Congress 
to  weigh  tliis  argument.  In  good  earnest,  when,  notwithstanding 
the  fortitude  and  skilful  manoeuvres  of  the  immoital  Washington,  tlie 
cause  of  liberty  received  repeated  checks ;  when  tlie  perfidious 
Arnold  was  selling  his  country  to  her  oppressors;  when  Vaughan 
was  reducing  the  town  of  Esopus  to  ashes,  and  putting  all  to  sword 
and  fire;  when  the  wily  savages,  bought  by  England,  burnt  and 
devastated  the  frontiers ;  when  Charleston,  New  York,  Boston,  and 
Philadelphia  itself,  successively  fell  under  the  British  power ;  when 
Congress  was  obliged  to  move  from  place  to  place  to  get  an  asylum ; 
could  it,  consistently  with  reason,  be  presumed  that  ten  thousand 
dollars  in  paper  money  would  be  received  by  a  French  trader  on 
the  same  footing  witli  ten  thousand  real  dollars  in  solid  silver  ?  Had 
Congress  let  but  a  glimpse  of  this  thought  arise  In  the  minds  of  the 
people,  it  would  instantly  have  cut  off  all  assistance  firom  Europe,  of 
all  private  adventurers,  and  war,  issuing  into  a  worse  slavery  than 
before,  would  have  been  of  a  short  course ;  thus,  does  it  plainly 
appear  that  America  is  as  much  indebted  to  tlie  gradual  depreciation 
of  her  paper  as  to  her  valor  and  the  success  of  her  arms,  for  tlie 
glorious  liberty  she  now  enjoys. 

Finally,  the  integral  payment  of  tlie  paper  currency  is  an  act  of 
justice  with  respect  to  the  Frcaich  traders,  because  the  French  and 
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Americans  cannot  equitably  be  viewed  under  one  and  the  same 
predicament.  This  position  is  demonstrable  by  four  incontestable 
arguments,  which  I  shall  here  unfold : 

1st.  The  Americans,  as  a  balance  to  this  reduction,  have  acquired 
a  value  which  cannot  be  appreciated — their  liberty. 

2dly.  The  Americans,  formeriy,  were  in  their  individual  capacity 
creditors ;  but  in  a  collective  capacity,  and  as  a  people,  they  were 
debtors :  they  lie  under  a  bounden  obligation  of  acquitting  thb  paper, 
as  a  people.  Now,  for  a  part  of  this  money  remaining  in  their 
hands,  they  acquit  it  collectively,  by  way  of  the  reduction  approved 
by  Congress.  Where  lies  the  difierence  between  acquitting  the  said 
paper  by  reduction  or  by  a  successive  imposition  of  taxes  intended 
for  the  discharge  thereof?  By  the  first  they  save  the  heavy  expenses 
and  the  inevitable  intricacies  attending  the  imposition  and  collection 
of  public  taxes. 

3dly.  The  American,  placed  on  the  very  stage  where '  tliese 
eventual  and  changeable  scenes  took  their  rise,  ocular  witness  of  the 
daily  depreciation  which  he  himself  caused,  either  by  the  reiusal  of 
this  currency,  or  (which  amounts  to  the  same)  by  enhancing  the 
prices  of  h'ls  own  produce  or  other  articles  he  had  to  sell,  made  con- 
tinual gains,  which  enabled  him  one  day  to  support  the  taxes  neces- 
sary for  the  acquitment  of  his  paper.  The  French  trader,  on  the 
contrary,  who  sent  out  his  vessel  and  cargoes,  ignorant,  at  the  time 
of  their  landing  and  departure,  as  well  as  at  the  period  of  their 
arrival,  what  would  be  the  actual  value  of  the  American  paper,  was, 
in  fact,  sending  his  property  to  a  lottery,  where  he  eventually  might 
either  lose  or  gain ;  as  it  was  very  possible  that  by  a  series  of 
successes  the  paper  should  stand  at  the  moment  he  was  selling  out 
his  cargoes;  and  vice  versa,  that  at  the  time  he  was  paying  or 
buying  the  return  of  his  cargoes,  a  chain  of  unfortunate  events  should 
make  the  same  paper  falL 

4thly.  The  American,  though  he  had  in  his  hands  a  depreciated 
money,  nevertheless  his  paper  was  a  current  money,  and  he  was 
daily  laying  out  the  same  to  carry  on  his  business  and  commercial 
operations  ;  what  he  was  losing  on  this  money  he  could  retrieve,  and 
even  increase,  by  trade ;  but  what  use  could  the  Fi*ench  traders  put 
this  money  to  in  Europe,  where  it  had  no  currency  at  all  ?  Conse- 
quendy,  it  remained  dead  or  dormant  in  their  pocket-books  for  whole 
years. 
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These  differenoes  of  situation  between  the  French  and  the  Ameri- 
cans are  so  striking  as  to  make  their  overlooking  it  a  matter  joi 
wonder. 

Tliere  is  a  peculiar  class  of  French  traders  who  deserve  all  possible 
r^ards,  and  I  dare  say  the  gratitude  of  Congress,  I  mean  those  who 
have  lent  to  Cixigress  the  paper  currency  they  w^re  m  possession 
of ;  for  if  Coi^gress  themselves  own,  in  th^  circular  letter  of  the 
13th  September,  1779,  that  the  discredit  of  this  paper  raised  bom 
the  muitiplicaUofi  of  the  same,  from  the  instsnt  wherein  the  sum  i» 
circulation  exceeded  the  sum  requbite  as  a  medium  of  commerce,  U 
hereby  appears  that  if  the  French  traders  have  lent  to  Congress  the 
i^th  part  q(  the  paper  currency  of  dietr  own  •emission,  ^y  saved 
them  the  trouble  of  increasing  the  same  to  a  tenth  above  their  first 
emission.  'Die  French,  therefive,  have  thus  diminished  that  verj- 
depreciation  to  which  they  are  at  this  day  threatened  t0  be  made 
liable. 

Are  tibese  die  men  to  whom  Congress  would  teSaae  payment  ? 
Let  them  consider  the  generous  maimer  in  which  Fcanoe  has  acted 
after  the  cession  of  Canada,  with  respect  to  the  Canadian  paper 
•currency,  whfch  was  m  the  hands  of  British  proprietors.  Tbia 
instance  may^  with  great  propriety,  be  ofiered  to  tb^n  as  an  example 
worthy  of  imitation.  France,  at  that  period,  was  certainly  bound  by 
no  ties  of  gratitude  to  the  firitidi  nation  and  its  individuals,  bearees 
t>f  herOanadian  paper  currency.  Ftaaoe  had  no  firi^adly  connec- 
tions then  with  such  Britons  as  Congress  bow  sustain  vnnk  the 
French  traders^  l^  a  solemn  and  unavoidable  t^ontract.  France  was 
not  ignorant  that  a  large  quantily  of  her  Canadian  currency  w«3  in 
the  hands  of  ihe  English  by  virtue  of  operations  which  could  not 
have  passed  a  stvict  scrutiny.  France  oveslooks  dns,  to  square  ber 
conduct  to  the  great  principles  of  the  Jaws  of  nations,  by  which 
nations  are  reciprocally  bound ;  and  she  paid,  widiout  taking  advantage 
of  any  reduction  or  deduction.  How,  then,  oootd  Congress  ^void  to 
tread  b  the  scone  steps,  when  a  .ftmdamental  principle  of  the  laws  of 
nations  joins  its  saored  contract,  and  declaration  by  them  expnadf 
proclaimed,  which  will  ever  stand  against  them,  "  Knc»ving  the  value 
<of  national  character,  and   impressed  with  a  due  sense   of  the 

<  immutable  laws  of  justice  and  honor,  it  is  impossible  that  < 

<  should  think  without  horror  of  such  an  execrable  deed/' 
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PROM   JOHN   JAT   TO  MONSIEUR  J>E   MARROI8. 

Office  for  ForeigTi  Afftan,  June  27, 1785. 

Sir, 
'  It  was  not  until  the  day  before  yesterday  that  I  received  the  lettar 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  14th  instant,  enclosing  a 
memorial  of  M.  De  Chaumont.  I  shall  immediately  communicate 
both  to  Congress,  and,  without  delay,  inform  you  of  whatever  reso- 
hiUon  they  may  come  to  on  the  subject. 

I  have  ibe  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


rftOM   WXNSIBUR  DE   MARBOIS   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Translation. 

NcwToric,Jttly  1,1785. 
Sir, 
There  was  concluded,  the  35th  February,  1783,  a  contract  between 
the  'King  and  the  United  States.  According  to  the  t^rms  of  this 
contract,  negotiated  a  little  time  after  the  peace,  his  Majesty  had  lent 
to  Congress  the  sum  of  six  millions,  and  he  has  made  a  release  to 
4he  United  States  of  the  interest  of  part  of  the  year  1783.  fiut  you 
.w31  aee,  sir,  by  the  iborth  aitiele,  that  the  interest  agreed  upon  com- 
meaced  die  beginnmg  of  the  year  1784,  and  that  the  first  payment 
00^  to  have  been  made  at  the  ccxnmencement  of  this.  I  beg  you 
will  be  {deeded  to  lay  this  contract  before  Congress. 

1  am,  &C., 

DE  MARB(HS. 


LOAN    CONTRACT. 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting : 

Whereas  Benjamin  Franklm,  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles,  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  in  him  vested,  did, 
on  the  25th  day  of  Febroar)',  in  the  year  1783,  with  Charles  Gravier 
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de  Vergennes,  &c.,  Counsellor  of  the  King  in  all  hb  Councils,  Com- 
mander of  his  Orders,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State,  fee,  vested 
with  full  powers  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  for  the  purpose,  enter 
into,  conclude,  and  sign  a  contract  between  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  North  America,  in  the  words  following, 
viz: 

Contract  between  the  King  and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  North 

America. 

The  reestablished  peace  between  the  belligerent  Powers,  the 
advantage  of  a  free  commerce  to  all  parts  of  the  globe,  and  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North  America,  acknowl- 
edged and  founded  on  a  solid  and  honorable  basis,  rendered  it  probable 
that  the  said  States  would  be  in  a  condition  to  provide  hereafter  for 
their  necessities  by  means  of  the  resources  within  themselves,  without 
being  compelled  to  implore  the  continuation  of  the  succors  which 
the  King  has  so  liberally  granted  during  the  war.  But  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  said  United  States  to  his  Majesty  having  rep- 
resented to  him  the  exhausted  state  to  which  they  have  been  reduced 
by  a  long  and  disastrous  war,  his  Majesty  has  condescended  to  take 
into  consideration  the  request  made  by  the  aforesaid  Minister  in  the 
name  of  the  Congress  of  the  said  States,  for  a  new  advance  of 
money,  to  answer  numerous  purposes  of  urgent  and  indispensable 
expenses  in  the  course  of  the  present  year ;  hb  Majesty  has,  in  con- 
sequence, determin'ed,  notwithstanding  the  no  less  pressing  necessities 
of  his  own  service,  to  grant  to  Congress  a  new  pecuniary  assistance, 
which  he  has  fixed  at  the  sum  of  6,000,000  livres  Toumob,  under 
the  title  of  loan,  and  under  the  guarantee  of  the  whole  tliirteen  United 
States,  which  the  Minister  of  Congress  has  declared  hb  acceptance 
of,  with  the  liveliest  acknowledgments,  in  the  name  of  the  said  States. 

And  as  it  is  necessary  to  the  good  order  of  his  Majesty's  finances, 
and  also  useful  to  the  operations  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States, 
to  assign  periods  for  the  payment  of  the  6,000,000  livres  in  question, 
and  to  regulate  the  conditions  and  terms  of  reimbursement,  which 
should  be  made  at  his  Majesty's  Royal  Treasury  at  Paris,  after  the 
manner  which  has  been  stipulated  for  the  preceding  advances  by  a 
former  contract  of  the  16th  July,  1782; 

We,  Charles  Gravier  Count  de  Vergennes,  &c.,  CounsellcM:  of  the 
King  in  his  Councils,  Commander  of  his  Orders,  Chief  of  the  Royal 
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Coundl  of  Finftnees,  Counsellor  of  State,  &&.,  Minister  and  Secretary 
of  State,  and  of  his  Commands  and  Finances,  invested  with  full 
powers  by  his  Majesty,  given  to  us  for  the  purpose  of  these  presents ; 
And  we,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Minister  and  Pienipotentiaiy  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  likewise  invested  with  foil  powers, 
by  the  Congress  of  said  States,  for  the  same  purpose  of  diese  presents, 
after  having  compiared  and  duly  communicated  to  each  other  our 
respective  powers,  have  agreed  on  the  following  articles : 

ARTICI.E  I.  ITie  payment  of  the  6,000,000  Hvres,  French  money, 
above-mentioned,  shall  be  made  from  tlie  fimds  of  the  Royal  TVeas- 
my,  in  proportions  of  500,000  livres,  during  each  of  the  twelve 
nxMnths  of  the  present  year,  under  the  acknowledgments  of  the 
Miaister  of  the  said  United  States,  promising,  in  the  name  o(  Con- 
gress and  in  behalf  of  the  thirteen  United  States,  to  reimburse  and 
fefimd  &e  said  6,000,000  livres  in  ready  money,  at  his  Majesty's 
Royal  Treasury,  at  the  house  of  the  Sieur  Grand,  banker  at  Paris, 
with  interest  at  five  per  centum  per  annum,  at  periods  hereafter  stip- 
ulated in  &e  third  and  fourth  articles.  The  advances  which  hb 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  allow  to  be  made  on  account  of  the 
6,000,000  in  question,  shall  be  deducted  in  the  payments  <^  the  first 
month  of  this  year. 

Abticle  n.  For  better  understanding  the  fixing  of  periods  for  the 
reimbursement  of  the  6,000,000  livres  at  the  Royal  Treasury,  and 
to  prevent  all  ambiguity  on  this  head,  it  has  been  found  proper  to 
recapitulate  here  the  amount  of  the  preceding  aids  granted  by  tlie 
King  to  the  United  States,  and  to  distmguish  them  according  to  their 
difierent  classes.  The  first  b  composed  of  fiinds  lent  successively 
bj  hb  Majesty,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  18,000,000 
Kvies,  reimbursable  in  specie  at  the  Royal  Treasury,  in  twelve  equal 
portions  of  1,500,000  livres  each,  besides  the  mterest,  and  in  twelve 
years,  to  commence  fixun  the  third  year  after  the  date  of  the  peace, 
the  mterest,  beginning  to  reckon  at  the  date  of  the  peace,  to  be 
(fischarged  annually,  shall  diminbh  in  proportion  to  the  reimburse- 
iMnt  of  the  capital,  the  last  payment  of  which  shall  expire  in  the 
yetr  1798. 

The  second  class  comprehends  the  loan  of  5,000,000  Dutch 
florins,  amounting,  by  a  moderate  valuation,  to  10,000,000  livres 
Toumob,  the  said  loan  made  m  Holland  in  1181,  for  the  servire  of 
Vol.  L— 11 
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the  United  States  of  North  America,  under  the  engagement  of  the 
King  to  refund  the  capital,  with  interest  at  four  per  centum  per 
annum,  at  the  general  counter  of  the  States  General  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  the  Nedierlands,  in  equal  portions,  reckoning  from  the 
sixth  year  of  the  date  of  said  loan ;  and  under  the  like  engagement 
on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Congress,  and  in  behalf  of  the  thirteen 
United  Stated,  to  reimburse  the  10,000,000  of  said  loan,  in  ready 
money,  at  the  Royal  Treasury,  with  interest  at  four  per  centum  per 
annum,  in  ten  equal  portions  of  a  million  each,  and  in  ten  periods, 
from  year  to  year,  the  first  of  which  shall  take  place  in  the  month  of 
November,  1787,  and  the  last  in  the  same  month,  1798.  The  whole 
conformable  to  the  conditions  expressed  in  the  contract  of  10th  July, 
1782. 

In  the  third  class  are  comprehended  the  aids  and  subsidies  fumbhed 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  under  the  title  of  gratuitous 
assistance  from  the  pure  generosity  of  the  King,  3,000,000  of  which 
were  granted  before  the  treaty  of  February,  1778,  and  6,000,000  in 
1781 ;  which  aids  and  subsidies  amount  in  the  whole  to  9,000,000 
livres  Tournois.  His  Majesty  here  confirms,  in  case  of  need,  the 
gratuitous  gift  to  the  Congress  of  the  said  thirteen  United  States. 

Article  III.  The  new  loan  of  6,000,000  livres  Tournois,  the 
subject  of  the  present  contract,  shall  be  refunded  and  reimbursed,  in 
ready  money,  at  his  Majesty's  Rx)yal  Treasury,  in  six  equal  portions 
of  1,000,000  each,  with  interest  at  five  per  centum  per  annum,  and 
in  six  periods,  the  first  of  which  shall  take  place  in  the  year  1797, 
and  so  on,  from  year  to  year,  until  1802,  when  the  last  reimburse- 
ment  shall  be  completed. 

Article  IV.  The  interest  of  five  per  centum  per  annum  of  the 
capital  of  the  6,000,000,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  article,  shall 
begin  to  be  reckoned  from  the  first  of  January  of  the  year  1784,  and 
shall  be  paid  m  ready  money,  at  his  Majesty's  Royal  Treasury  at 
Paris,  on  the  same  day  of  each  year,  the  first  of  which  shall  take 
place  the  1st  January,  1785,  and  so  on  firom  year  to  year,  until  the 
definitive  reimbursement  of  the  capital.  His  Majesty  being  pleased, 
by  a  new  act  of  generosity,  to  present  and  remit  to  the  thirteen 
United  States,  the  partial  interest  of  the  present  year,  which  the 
underwritten  Minister  of  Congress  has  declared  to  accept,  with 
acknowledgments  in  the  name  of  the  said  United  States. 

Article  V.  The  interest  of  the  capital  of  the  6,000,000  shall 
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diminwh  m  proportion  to  the  reimbursements,  at  the  periods  fixed  in 
the  preceding  arUcle;  Congress  and  the  United  States  reserving, 
however,  the  liberty  of  fireeingA  themselves  by  anticipated  payments, 
sbcxdd  the  state  of  their  finances  admit. 

Abticle  VL  The  contracting  parties  will  reciprocally  guarantee 
the  faithful  observation  of  the  foregoing  articles,  the  ratifications  of 
which  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  space  of  nme  months  fix)m  the  date 
of  this  present  contract,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  faith  whereof,  we,  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty, 
and  the  Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  ?lorth  America,  in 
virtue  of  our  respective  full  powers,  have  signed  the  present  contract, 
and  thereunto  affixed  the  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the  25th  day  of  February,  1783. 

GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 
B  FRANKLIN. 

Now,  know  ye  that  we,  the  said  United  States  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, impressed  with  a  lively  sense  of  the  assistance  and  affection 
manifested  by  his  most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  above  contract,  have 
ratified  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  ratify  and  confirm, 
the  said  contract  and  every  article  thereof. 

And  we  do  hereby  empower  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  the 
Court  of  Versdilles  to  deliver  this  our  ratification,  in  exchange  for 
the  ratification  of  the  said  contract  on  the  part  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty.  • 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal  to  be  hereunto 
affixed,  witness,  his  Excellency  Elias  Boudinot,  President,  this  3 1st 
day  of  October,  1783,  and  of  our  sovereignty  and  independence  tlie 
eighth. 

Attest,  CHARLES  THOMSON, 

Secretary. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affaird,  July  2, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
yesterday,  together  with  the  paper  menticmed  to  be  enclosed  with  it. 
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Agreeably  to  your  reque^  it  shall  be  immediately  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  I  diall  take  -die  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to 
you  whatever  iteswer  I  may  be  directed  to  convey  on  Ae  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
o 

FROM  MONSIKUR  DE   MABBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Tran^tion. 

New  York,  July  18,1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  King 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  infi>rm  me  when  and  in  what  manner  the 
letter  should  be  delivered. 

I  am,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affak»,  My  19, 1785. 

Sir, 
In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Congress  I  have  the  honor  of 
transmitting  to  you,  h^:ewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  4th 
of  April  last  from  Mr.  Read,  Secretary  in  the  Marine  Department, 
on  the  subject  of  Pierre  Rousille's  memorial,  to  which  it  affords  an 
answer,  which  I  flatter  myself  will  appear  satisfactory  both  to  you 
and  to  him. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  ROBEftT  MORRIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Philadelphia,  April  6, 1785. 

Dear  Sir, 
You  will  receive,  herewith  enclosed,  the  translation  of  the  manorial 
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ofP.'RousiDe,  being  die  same  that  was  enclosed  m  your  letter  of  the 
3d  ultimo,  and  you  w31  also  receive  herewith  the  report  of  Mr.  James 
Read,  as  Secretary  to  the  Agent  of  Marine,  he  being  in  possession 
of  the  books  and  papers  of  that  depardnent.  I  believe  his  report  to 
be  very  proper,  and  upon  any  future  occasion  he  will  be  ready  to 
obey  your  commands.  I  mention  this  for  the  sake  of  propriety, 
not  to  save  myself  trouble,  because  I  shall  never  thmk  anything 
troublesome  which  may  enable  me  to  comply  with  any  request  of 
yours* 

I  am,  &c., 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 


WBOm   JAMES  B£AD  TO  BOBEBT  MOBBIB. 

Marine  Office,  6th  April,  1765. 
Sir, 

I  have  read  with  attention  the  memorial  of  P.  Rousille,  which  was 
transmitted  by  his  ExcdUency  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  with 
his  letter  to  you  dated  the  30th  of  last  month;  upon  which  I  beg  leave 
to  observe  diat  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  respective  ships  and 
vessels  of  war  belonging  to  the  United  States,  had  the  right  (and  I 
believe  it  was  generally  exercised)  of  choosing  and  appointing  their 
own  agent  or  agents  to  receive  and  distribute  the  proportion  of  prize 
money  which  should  appertain  to  them  as  captors,  and  over  which 
the  United  States  did  not  reserve  any  control;  wherefore,  I  presume 
the  memorialist  ought  to  exhibit  his  claims  for  prize  money  to  the 
agent  or  agents  whom  he  concurred  in  choosing,  or  to  their  legal 
representatives ;  and  from  what  is  set  forth  in  the  memorial,  I  cannot 
hesitate  to  suppose  that  Captain  Tucker  had  been  chosen  by  his 
crew  to  be  their  agent. 

If  M.  RousiUe  has  any  claim  against  the  Marine  Department  of 
the  United  States  for  pay  due  to  him  before  the  1st  of  January,  1782, 
it  ought  to  be  exhibited  to  Joseph  Pennell,  Esq.,  the  Commi3sioner 
appomted  to  liquidate  and  finally  settle  die  accounts  of  the 
department  up  to  that  time.  I  cannot  discover,  by  any  dociunents 
now  in  this  office,  that  M.  Rousille  has  been  in  the  marine  service 
subsequent  to  that  period. 

I  have  the  honor,  be, 

JAMES  READ,  Secretary. 
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r&OM  MONSISUB  DE  ICABBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York»  July  19, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  of  thb  date  with  which  jou  honored  me, 
and  the  copy  enclosed  of  a  letter  fixMn'Mr.  James  Read,  in  answer 
to  the  memorial  of  Pierre  RousiUe.  I  shall  forward  it  to  thb  latter 
that  he  may  produce  the  papers  which  are  required  of  him.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you,  sir,  for  the  attention  you  have  bestowed  on  this 
subject. 

I  am,  with  respect,  iic.j 

DE  MARBOIS. 


PBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIKUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affurs,  July  30, 1785. 

Mr.  Jat  presents  his  ccxnpliments  to  M.  Pe  Marbois^  and  subjoins 
an  extract  from  a  letter  which  he  has  thb  moment  received  fix)m 
Secretary  Thomson,  viz :  "  The  design  of  this  is  to  inform  you  that 

<  there  has  happened  a  mistake  in  the  delivery  of  the  letter  from  his 

<  most  Christian  Majesty.     Your  translation  is  of  a  letter  dated  10th 

<  May,  1785.    But  the  original  letter  delivered  to  the  President  is  a 
^  duplicate  of  the  letter  of  27th  March,  mforming  Congress  of  the 

<  birth  of  the  Duke  of  Normandy.'' 


PBOM  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Written  in  Englbh. 

July  ao,  1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  at  home  the  letter  dated  10th  May,  1785,  at  least  I  must 
suppose  I  have  it,  as  I  received  two  addressed  to  Congress  similar  on 
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the  outside,  excepting  that  the  words  La  Fayette  hare  been  written 
with  a  pencil  on  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  deliver  this 
rooming  to  his  Excellency  the  President.  I  shall  bring  the  other 
to-ffionrow,  and  shall  have  the  honor  to  agree  with  you,  sir,  about  the 
mannw  of  delivering  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  MONSIKUR  DE  MABBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  July  29, 1784. 
Sir, 
Hie  resolution  of  Congress,  of  which  I  subjoin  a  copy,  has  been 
communicated  to  the  heirs  of  the  late  Monsieur  de  Coudray.     In 
consequence  whereof  they  have  sent  me  power  to  conclude  this  afiair 
with  Congress.    I  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  put  me  m  capacity  to 
inform  them  of  the  resolutions  of  this  assembly. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   THE   PRESIDENT  Ol*    CONGRESS. 

OiSce  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  Augait  3, 1785. 
Sir, 
On  Friday  last  M.  De  Marbois  called  upon  me  to  inquire  whether 
Congress  had  as  yet  dinpted  any  answers  to  be  given  to  his  memorials 
under  their  consideratidli.  In  the  course  of  the  conversation  he 
mentioned  tlie  afiair  of  Longchamps,  and  informed  me  that  his  Court 
would  not  persist  in  their  demand  of  him.  He  proposed  that  the 
paper  containing  that  demand,  together  with  those  that  accompanied 
it,  should  be  returned  to  him,  so  that  the  matter  might  remain  as  if 
oo  such  demand  had  been  made.  If  this  idea  should  be  adopted,  the 
proposed  letter  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty  would  be  unnecessary 
if  not  improper.     He  expressed  a  wish  that  Congress  would  pass 
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resolutions  asser^g  the  rights  of  Minivers,  Sec,  and  reootAmeiiding 
to  the  States  to  pass  laws  to  punish  violations  of  them  in  an  exen^laiy 
manner.  If  Congress  should  think  proper  to  pass  such  resdutioos,  a 
copy  of  them  might  be  enclosed  to  the  King  of  France  in  a  letter' 
calculated  to  remove  any  uneasiness  which  may  remain  in  bis  mind 
from  the  case  of  Longcbamps* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  BK  MABBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  August  9, 1785. 

Mr.  Jat  presents  Us  compliments  to  M.  De  Marbob,  and  has  the 
honor  of  transmitting  to  him,  herewith  enclosed,  a  copy  of  an  act  of 
Congress  of  the  dd  instant,  on  the  subject  of  his  note  respecting 
demands  on  the  United  States  by  the  heirs  of  certain  French  <^cers 
who  died  in  the  American  service. 


Extract  fnm  the  Journal^  August  3,  1785. 

<<  On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mx.  Grayson,  Mr. 
Howell,  and  Mr.  Kmg,  to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the 
Pajrmaster  General  on  a  note  from  the  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  his 
most  Christian  Majesty: 

<<  Resolved,  That  in  consideration  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
und^  which  Colonel  Radiere,  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  year4779,  entered  the  service,  the  Pajrmaster  General 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  extend  to  his  case  the  benefit  of  the 
resolution  of  April  10th,  1780,  relative  to  depreciation. 

^*  Resolved,  That  the  Paymaster  General  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
directed  to  settle  with  the  widows  and  orphans  of  officers  who  did 
not  belong  to  any  of  the  United  States,  entitled  to  seven  years'  half- 
pay,  under  the  resolution  of  August  S4th,  1780,  and  to  issue  to  them 
certificates  therefor : 
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"  Resohedy  That  existing  resolutions  of  Congress  sufficiently  pro- 
?ide  for  a  just  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  late  Baron  de  Kalb ; 
and  that  the  Paymaster  General  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  directed  to 
govern  himself  accordingly." 


FBOM  WmSIEUB  PS  ICABBCHS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

TVansbtioo* 

LoDg  Island,  August  10, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  7th  instant,  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me,  respecting  General  De  Kalb 
and  M.  De  la  Radiere.  They  are  such  as  the  heirs  of  these  officers 
could  wish,  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  perfectly  satisfied  with 
tb^n. 

I  am^  with  respect,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


PROM  MOllSIEUB  DE   MJlSBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

Kew  York,  August  5X),  1785. 

Sir, 
There  has  heea  presented  to  me,  by  several  French  merchants,  a 
memorial,  the  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you ; 
th^  representations  having  for  an  object  the  preservation  and  the 
progress  of  a  commerce  reciprocally  useful  to  the  two  nations.  I  beg 
that  you  will  be  i^eased  to  present  it  to  Congress,  that  this  assembly 
may  take  it  into  consideration,  and  adopt,  on  this  occasion,  such 
measures  as  they  may  judge  proper  to  preserve  the  good  correspond- 
ence between  the  French  and  American  merchants. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 
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REQUEST  PRESENTED  BT  THE  FRENCH  MERCHANTS  TO  THE  CHARGE 

d'affaires  of  the  king. 
Translation. 

To  M.  De  Marbois^  Chargi  SAffairttfor  Franu. 
Sir, 

The  undersigned,  French  merchants  and  navigators,  established  in 
America,  have  the  honor  of  observing  to  you,  that  two  laws  have 
just  been  published,  one  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  and  the 
other  in  Massachusetts,  which  tend  to  destroy  all  commercial  con- 
nection between  France  and  these  two  States.  The  underwritten 
are  establbhed  on  this  continent,  and  navigate  there  in  faith  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce,  and  have  never  had  reason  to  foresee  the  meas- 
ures, which  will  bring  on  the  ruin  of  their  operations. 

These  two  acts  import  that,  reckoning  from  the  1st  of  August 
ensuing,  Piscataqua,  in  New  Hampshire,  and  Boston,  Falmouth,  and 
Dartmouth,  in  Massachusetts,  shall  be  the  only  ports  where  strangers 
shall  be  admitted.  This  exclusion  of  the  other  ports  of  these  two 
States,  is  by  so  much  the  more  hard  for  them  as  the  Americans  are 
admitted  into  all  the  ports  of  the  Kingdom  without  exception,  and 
that  an  American  vessel  is  received  in  France  eveiywhere  where  a 
French  vessel  is  admitted.  There  are  even  four  fi^ee  ports  where  they 
enjoy  the  most  entire  liberty,  and  one  of  these  ports  has  been  spe- 
cially opened  for  the  Americans,  and  to  favor  their  navigation  they 
pay  no  duties  there ;  they  can  enter  and  go  out  at  pleasure.  Their 
condition,  then,  is  very  different  fit>m  that  of  the  French,  who, 
excluded  fix>m  the  ports  of  the  two  States,  except  four,  are  moreover 
obliged  by  these  two  laws  to  pay  in  these  four  ports  such  ex<Mi)itant 
duties  as  may  be  considered  an  absolute  prohibition  against  entering 
and  carrying  on  commerce  within  these  two  States. 

Without  doubt  the  intention  of  these  laws  is  to  &vor  the  American 
navigation ;  but  the  Legislatures  had  it  not  in  view  ^itirely  to  destroy 
the  competition  of  strangers,  and  this  will,  however,  be  the  effect  of 
this  law.  It  absolutely  shuts  up  the  entrance  of  the  ports  of  the  two 
States  to  all  strangers,  without  distinction ;  and  they  will  be  obliged 
to  seek  elsewhere  the  different  articles  they  formerly  had  fit>m  here. 
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The  duties  of  7-8  per  ton,  from  which  the  subjects  of  the  nation  are 
exempt,  and  which  are  to  be  received  from  strangers,  added  to  a 
double  duty  on  the  merchandizes  imported,  make  a  charge  which  no 
adventure  can  support.  It  is  such  that  when  a  cargo  imported  by 
the  subjects  of  the  State  shall  pay  a  duty  from  £400  to  £500,  the 
stranger  pays  from  £1,200  to  £1,500.  The  laws  in  question  are  so 
much  the>more  hard  as  the  Americans  enjoy  very  great  advantages  m 
the  Kingdom ;  they  are  admitted  into  all  our  ports ;  they  exclude  us 
from  the  greater  part  of  theirs ;  they  have  four  free  ports  in  France, 
and  so  far  from  opening  free  ports  to  us,  they  establish  exorbitant 
duties. 

Tlie  fifth  article  m  the  treaty  of  commerce  secures  in  their  favor 
an  exemption  from  the  duty  of  100  sols  per  ton,  and  they  have 
imposed  on  the  Fr«ich  a  duty  of  7-8  per  ton,  equivalent  to  6-14 
Toumoisy  independent  of  other  duties;  so  that  a  vessel  of  three 
hundred  tons  will  pay  at  her  arrival  20-10,  even  though  she  should 
be  in  ballast.  Commerce  cannot  support  such  charges,  more  espe- 
cially when  they  are  unforeseen,  that  they  disconcert  all  the  calcula- 
tions of  a  shipper,  and  surprised,  as  it  were,  in  a  defile,  he  must 
determine  to  lose  whether  he  sells  his  cargo  at  the  place  or  transports 
it  elsewhere. 

It  does  not  belong  to  us  to  examine  whether  the  treaty  of  commerce 
has  been  violated  by  the  laws  m  question,  and  we  ought  the  rather  to 
abstain  from  this  examination  as  we  are  persuaded  that  the  Legisla- 
tures had  not  this  intention.  We  beg  you  to  consider,  however,  that 
the  object  of  the  treaty  was  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  that  our 
cmidition  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the  Americans,  as  they  are  received 
in  all  the  ports  of  the  Kingdom,  and  they  have  just  excluded  us  from 
theirs  in  two  States. 

We  beg,  also,  that  you  will  examine  whether  the  same  fifth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce  does  not  imply  that  there  shall  be  no 
duties  of  tonnage  establisBM  in  America  as  long  as  that  of  100  sols 
shall  not  take  place  m  France  with  respect  to  the  Americans. 

We  have  already  had  occasion  to  make  known  our  sentiments 
with  regard  to  this  law,  and  we  have  been  answered  that  ever}' 
Power  has  a  right  to  regulate  its  commerce ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the 
King  caq  suppress  the  fi^e  pc»t3  that  he  has  opened  to  the  Americans, 
and  establish  in  the  others  such  high  duties  as  may  amount  to  a  pro- 
lubition.    But^  first,  we  are  far  from  desiring  that  the  Americans 
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should  be  excluded  from  our  ports ;  oo  tlie  ooatrary,  we  wish  diat 
they  may  enjoy  all  sorts  of  advantages,  and  that  there  may  be 
established  between  the  two  nations,  a  commerce  of  Igndoesses  and 
reciprocal  services  of  friend^p,  founded  on  mutual  utility.  Sec(»»lly> 
the  King,  according  to  die  teriBS  of  the  treaty,  ought  to  treat  the 
Americans  as  the  most  fitrored  nation.  Thus  he  cannot  impose  on 
their  ships  and  m^t^handizes,  greater  duties  than  on  those. of  other 
nations.  Thus  the  treaty  obliges  us  to  receive  them  in  our  ports, 
whilst  ibej  can  elude  this  stipulation,  and  exclude  us  from  theiis 
by  establishing  exorbitant  duties.  Thirdly,  although  we  piiiy  have 
the  right  and  the  disposition  to  adopt  rules  analogous  to  the  two 
laws  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachuse^,  we  oHgbt  only  to 
exercise  this  right  with  respect  to  the^e  two  States,  or  the  ether 
deven  Republics  oouk)  say  we  h^yjd  not  a  ri^  to  exclude  them 
from  our  ports  by  exorbitant  impositions  whilst  they  received  us  in 
theirs.  It  is  impossible,  however,  to  distinguish  a  New  Hampshire 
ship  from  a  vessel  of  the  other  States,  as  they  all  navigate  under 
the  same  flag.  It  is  impracticable,  then,  to  ^  a  distinction^  9nd 
subject  them  to  duties  from  wbich  the  other  eleven  ^tate^  sbqMl4  ^ 
exempt. 

But  we  beg  that  you  will  pay  attention  to  the  following  circum* 
stances :   There  has  been  imposed,  as  we  have  already  observed,  a 

duty  of  5f.  per  ton. • •  • » • « •  #5 

And  also  another  duty  of  2f.  8  for  light  money,  after  the  exan^le 
o(  England,  and  althoqgh  this  duty  takes  place  in  no  part  of 
France  on  this  footingt  • •••••  ^  ••••••••••••  •S  3 

7  8 
This  light  duty  is  an 'additional  duty  to  anoth^  duty  which  ahready 
exists,  f(Nr  the  use  and  service  of  light-houses,  and  we  must,  moreover, 
pay  double  the  duties  which  the  American  merchants  and  navigators 
pay.  These  enormous  taxes  are  payable  from  the  first  of  the 
approaching  month.  Then  French  vessels,  whose  owners  could  not 
be  informed  of  this  measure,  will  have  to  pay,  at  their  arrival  at  the 
ports  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  exorbitant  duties,  which 
they  do  not  expect,  and  it  will  be  impossible  ibr  them  to  sell  th^ 
cargoes  without  a  loss,  seeing  that  the  Americans,  free  from  these 
duties,  can  sell  the  same  merchandizes  at  i^  much  nsore  reasonable 
rate. 
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In  these  circumstances  it  remains  for  us  to  entreat  you  to  demand 
that  the  ^ect  of  the  kw  should  be  suspended  with  respect  to 
French  vessels  which  are  actually  expected,  and  whose  shippers 
could  not  have  foreseen  such  a  measiu^ ;  we  think  9iat  four  months 
will  suffice  for  the  purpose  of  advising  the  French  merchants ;  and 
that  they  may  consider  whether  it  will  be  suitable  for  them  to  leave 
off  their  adventures  to  these  two  States,  and  direct  them  to  other 
quarters ;  or  if  they  can  continue  to  carry  on  commerce  without  a 
loss,  .with  the  States  of  New  Hampshhre  and  Massachusetts.  We 
have  the  more  reason  to  hope  that  these  two  States  will  pay  attention 
to  your  representations,  as  their  commerce  b  greatly  favored  in  the 
Kingdom  and  in  our  colonies ;  add  as  they  have  had  a  recent  proof 
of  it  in  the  establishment  of  seven  free  ports  in  the  said  colonies, 
although  by  the  treaty  his  Majesty  was  only  bound  to  keep  open  but 
two  for  them. 

We  desire  that  the  commerce  between  the  two  nations  should  be 
established  on  a  footing  the  most  mutually  advantageous. 

France  had  done  everything  to  accomplish  this.  She  spares  no 
pains  to  facilitate  the  operations  of  the  allies  in  Europe  and  her 
colonies.  She  has  even  opened  for  them  free  ports  in  Asia ;  and 
those  employed  by  her  have  orders  to  use  all  their  efforts  to  encourage 
the  commerce  of  the  Americans  in  India.  We  are  persuaded  that 
the  States  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  have  no  view  to 
counteract  such  amicable  measures,  and  that  they  will  revise  and 
abrogate  the  laws  in  question,  and  in  the  meanwhile  suspend  their 
execution  as  far  as  they  respect  the  French. 

AUBRY,  Dubois  &  Co. 

Boston,  Joly  98, 1785. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAY  TO  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Aogust  39, 1785. 

Sit, 
I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  together 
with  the  paper  mentioned  to  be  enclosed  with  it,  and  as  soon  as  they 
can  be  translated  shall  lay  them  before  Congress. 
X  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Officii  for  Foreign  Affairs,  August  25,  1785 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  herewith 
enclosed,  a  letter  from  the  Charg^  d'Afiau'es  of  France  of  the  20th 
instant,  with  a  memorial  that  accompanied  it,  from  certain  French 
merchants  to  him,  statmg  objections  to  laws  lately  passed  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  respecting  commercial  objects.  I 
also  enclose  translations  of  these  papers ;  and  have  the  honor  to  be, 
with  great  respect  and  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


REPORT    OF     SECRETARY    JAT,    ON    REPRESENTATIONS    OF    CERTAIN 
FRENCH   MERCHANTS,  dbC. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  October  7, 1785. 
The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department,  of  Foreign 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  representation  of  certain  French 
Merchants  against  the  acts  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts, 
for  regulating  Navigation  and  Commerce,  &c.,  reports : 
That  as  the  objections  stated  in  the  memorial  against  those  acts 
are  equally  applied  to  both  of  them,  he  presumes  there  is  no  material 
difference  between  them.     He  has  the  one  of  Massachusetts,  but  not 
that  of  New  Hampshire.     This  circumstance  induces  him  to  take 
the  liberty  of  suggesting  whether  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  collect 
at  the  public  expense  copies  of  the  acts  of  the  different  States,  and 
place  them  in  the  Secretary's  office  for  the  use  of  Congress  and  their 
officers. 

The  complaints  made  of  these  acts  may  be  comprised  undtr  the 
followmg  heads : 

1st.  That  they  exclude  French  vessels  from  all  except  certain 
portsj  whereas  all  the  ports  of  France  are  open  to  American  vessels, 
and  in  some  of  them  no  duties  are  demanded,  viz:  in  the  four  free 
ports. 

2d.  That  the  duty  of  tonnage  imposed  by  these  acts  is  not 
consistent  with  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty. 
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3<L  That  they  were  made  to  take  place  so  soon  rfter  they  were 
enacted  as  not  to  afford  reasonable  time  for  European  merchants  to 
be  informed  of  them. 

In  considering  these  objections  two  objects  of  inquiry  present 
themselves,  1st.,  whether  these  acts  observe  the  letter  of  the  treaty; 
and,  2dly.,  whether  they  quadrate  with  those  principles  of  reciprocity 
in  which  the  treaty  is  professedly  founded. 

As  to  the^r^^  objection,  viz :  the  exclusion  of  French  vessels  from 
all  except  certam  ports,  your  Secretary  observes  that  there  is  no 
express  stipulation  in  the  treaty  which  prevents  such  exclusion  while 
extended  to  the  most  favored  nation. 

He  nevertheless  thinks  that  however  lawAil  and  consistent  with  the 
letter  of  the  treaty  such  exclusion  may  be,  and  however  the  States 
may  have  good  right  to  refuse  establishbg  any  free  ports,  yet  that  the 
French  merchants  have  reason  to  say  that  they  enjoy  fewer  privileges 
in  that  respect  m  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  than  the 
merchants  of  those  States  do  in  France,  from  none  of  whose  ports 
they  are  excluded,  and  m  some  of  which  they  are  allowed  particular 
immunities* 

The  second  objection  appears  to  have  much  weight. 

The  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  exempts  American  vessels  from  the 
impost  of  100  sous  per  ton,  established  in  France  on  foreign  ships, 
unless  when  the  ships  of  the  United  States  shall  load  with  the 
merchandize  of  France  for  another  port  of  the  same  dominion,  in 
which  case  they  shall  pay  the  duty  above-mentioned  so  long  as  other 
nations,  the  most  favored,  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  it. 

But  it  b  understood  that  the  United  States  or  any  of  them  are  at 
liberty,  when  they  shall  judge  it  proper,  to  establish  duty  equivalent 
m  the  same  case;  that  is  m  the  opmion  of  your  Secretary,  in  the  case 
of  a  French  vessel  loading  in  one  port  to  carry  her  lading  to  another 
port  of  the  United  States. 

If  this  be  the  true  construction  and  the  meaning  of  the  treaty,  then 
it  seems  to  follow  as  of  necessary  consequence  that  none  of  the 
United  States  can  rightfully  impose  a  duty  of  tonnage  on  a  French 
vessel  in  any  other  case.  For  if  it  was  intended  that  they  should  be 
at  liberty  to  impose  it  in  all  casesy  why  was  it  expressly  stipulated 
that  they  might  impose  it  in  the  same  or  in  such  a  case?  It  would 
neither  be  a  fair  construction  of  the  treaty,  nor  a  construction 
consistent  with  the  most  obvious  dictates  of  reciprocity  to  say  that 
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the  French  are  to  give  up  their  tonnage  of  100  soiis  in  all  cases  but 
one,  but  that  the  United  States  are  to  be  at  liberty  to  impose  tonnage 
equal  to  100  sous  per  ton  oi^  a  French  vessel  io  every  case  without 
exception* 

The  law  of  Massachusetts  makes  no  cKstinction  of  cases,  but 
subjects  French  vessels  to  tonnage  m  every  case  wh^e  they  entar 
their  ports  after  the  1st  of  Augwt.  In  this  respect,  therefore,  your 
Secretary  considers  that  act  as  deviating  both  from  the  lett^  and  the 
spirit  of  the  treaty. 

The  third  objection,  though  not  very  important,  merits  some 
attention. 

The  act  of  Massachusetts  passed  the  33d  June,  and  took  place  &e 
Ist  August  last.  This  notice  might  have  beto  sufficient  to  prevent 
a  ship  from  ioUingy  but  it  was  not  sufficient  to  prevent  a  ship  being 
fitted  owt  emd  laden  for  their  ports.  It  doabdess  is  wholly  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Legislature  to  make  their  acts  take  place  when  they 
please.  But  it  nevertheless  se^ns  reasonable  that  they  who  are  to 
be  affected  by  laws  should  have  seasonable  notice  of  them. 

Your  Secretary  takes  the  liberty  of  observing  that  the  French  have 
extended  liberty  of  commerce  to  the  United  States  beyond  what  they 
were  bound  to  do  by  the  treaty,  and  it  certainly  would  not  be  kind 
to  repay  their  fiiendly  r^axation  by  restrictions  mote  rigid  than  a  due 
regard  to  omr  commercial  interests  may  demand  and  justify.  It  is  in 
their  power  to  retaliate,  but  it  would  not  be  good  policy  isi  us  to 
dispose  them  to  it. 

Your  Secretary  is  clearly  of  opinion  that  tiie  commerce  of  tlie 
United  States  must  suffer  from  partial  and  discordant  regidations,  and 
that  until  it  is  under  one  direction  it  will  never  be  conducted  in  that 
stable,  uniform,  and  consist^it  manner  whicfh  is  necessary  to  produce 
the  benefits  and  respectability  that  might  be  expected  from  it. 

As  to  the  acts  in  question  he  thinks  it  would  be  proper  to  transmit 
these  papers  to  the  Legislatures  of  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts, 
and  to  recommend  to  th^m  a  revision  of  these  acts. 

The  confidence  that  may  be  placed  m  their  wisdom,  and  in  their 
attachment  to  the  honor  and  good  faith  of  the  Union,  leaves  nto  room 
to  doubt  of  their  readiness  to  ccm-ect  any  arors  which  may  have 
inadvertently  glided  into  any  of  their  laws. 

All  which  b  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FROIC  MONSIKUK  DB  MABBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT* 

TranslatioD* 

New  York,  August  1^,  1785. 
Sir, 

Some  FreDchmen  who  have  purchased  real  estate  within  the  United 

States,  and  others  who  propose  to  purchase,  have  addifessed  themselves 

to  me  to  know  whether  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 

guarantied  the  absolute  property  to  them,  and  transmissible  to  their 

heirs  or  legatees  resident  or  not  in  the  United  States.    The  article  of 

the  treaty  is  so  precise  that  it  appears  to  me  there  can  be  no  doubt 

OQ  this  head ;  however,  to  remove  all  uncertainty  on  the  part  of  those 

who  have  addressed  themselves  to  me,  I  request,  sir,  that  you  will  be 

90  good  as  to  let  me  know  your  opinion  on  this  matter.     Permit  me, 

also,  to  have  the  honor  of  reminding  you  that  on  the  14th  January, 

1780,  Congress,  on  a  motion  of  the  Committee  for  Foreign  Affairs, 

recommended  to  the  Liegislatures  of  the  different  States  to  take 

measures  to  secure  to  the  Kbg's  subjects  the  same  advantages  which 

those  of  the  United  States  enjoy  in  France.    We  know  that  some 

laws  have  passed  on  this  subject  in  different  States,  but  we  are 

ignorant  whether  all  that  belong  to  the  Confederation  have  passed 

similar  ones;    and  I  request  that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to 

communicate  to  me  what  has  come  to  your  knowledge  on  tliis 

subject. 

I  am,  with  respect,  be, 

DE  MARBOLS. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  September  2, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the 
25th  ultimo,  and  laid  it  before  Congress. 

I  shall  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  communicating  to  you  the 
opinion  they  may  direct  me  to  give  on  the  subject,  together  with  the 
information  which  you  request  on  that  head. 
Vol.  L— 12 
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WhenevCT  questions  arise  on  the  eongtruction  of  an  article  of  the 
treaty,  I  think  it  will  always  be  most  advisable  to  submit  it  to  tlieir 
consideration  and  decision ;  and  I  am  persuaded  tliey  will,  on  such 
occasions^  be  uniformly  guided  by  the  spirit,  true  intent,  and  meaning 
of  the  treaty.  Be  assured,  sir,  of  my  firm  attachment  to  the  princi- 
ples of  it,  and  of  my  disposition  and  desire  to  see  it  construed  and 
observed  in  such  a  manner  as  may  most  conduce  to  the  attainment 
of  the  object  and  mutual  benefits  intended  by  it. 
With  great  respect  and  consideration,  fiic., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAY  TO   MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS. 

OAce  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Augvst  31, 1785, 
Sir, 
Agreeably  to  the  ideas  you  suggested  in  our  last  conversation 
respectmg  the  case  of  Longchamps,  Congress  have  ordered  me  to 
return  to  you  all  the  papers  which  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
you  relative  to  it,  and  I  now  transmit  them  herewith  enclosed. 

Further  measures  for  preserving  inviolate  the  laws  of  nations 
respecting  legat^ns  are  in  contemplation,  and  I  flatter  myself  will 
be  speedily  matured.  Being  impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the 
obligation,  as  well  as  the  expediency,  of  these  laws,  nothing  in  my 
power  shall  be  wanting  to  promote  the  observance  and  punish  the 
violation  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


A  FROM  MONSIEUR  DE   MARBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  August  30, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  addressing  to  you  the  note  wherein  I  announce 
to  Congress  the  nommation  ol    M.  Otto  to  the  post  of  Chargfe 
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d'Afiaires  fiwr  the  King,  with  the  United  States.  He  will  deliver 
you  himself  that  which  the  Count  De  Vergennes  has  written  to  you 
on  this  occasion.  I  am  well  assured,  sir,  that  during  the  course  of 
his  functions  he  will  spare  no  pains  to  deserve  }^ur  confidence,  and 
fiiom  my  long  knowledge  of  him,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  assure  you  that 
be  will  deserve  it. 

It  remains  for  me,  sir,  to  thank  you  for  the  support  I  have  received 
from  you  at  different  times,  and  to  request  of  you  to  preserve  me  a 
place  in  your  remembrance,  and  to  assure  you  of  the  respect  and 
disdnguished  regard  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROV  MONSIEUR  DE  KABBOIS   TO  JOHN  JAT« 

Translation. 

New  York,  August  30, 1785. 

The  underwritten.  Charge  d' Affaires  of  France,  has  the  honor  to 
inform  Congress  that  his  Majesty,  by  naming  him  for  the  Intendancy 
of  the  Colony  of  St.  Domingo,  has  put  a  period  to  the  functions  which 
he  has  had  the  honor  of  performing  in  the  United  States  m  the 
absence  of  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne.  The  private  affairs  of  this 
Minister  not  yet  permittmg  him  to  come  and  resume  his  functions 
with  Congress,  and  his  Majesty,  desirous  that  there  should  be  no 
interruption  m  the  correspondence  between  him  and  Congress,  has 
appomted  Mr.  Otto  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  his  Charge  d' Affaires  here 
unul  the  return  of  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary. 

Mr.  Otto  has  the  advantage  of  having  passed  many  years  on  tliis 
continent,  the  perfect  knowledge  which  he  has  of  the  afi[airs  which 
have  been  transacted,  and  of  the  particular  affection  of  the  King  for 
the  United  States,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  he  will  discharge 
his  duties  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  allies. 

The  underwritten,  honored  with  the  testimonies  of  that  of  tlie 
King,  hb  master,  will  esteem  himself  happy  if,  during  a  residence  of 
more  than  six  years,  and  in  difficult  times,  his  conduct  has  shown  the 
respect  which  he  entertains  for  Congress,  and  how  advantageous  he 
considers  the  alliance  to  be  to  both  nations. 

DE  MARBOI& 
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REPORT  OF  SBCRETART  JAT  RCSFECTING  THE  REMOVAL  Of 
MONSIEUR  DE  MARBOIS. 

Ofllce  fbr  Forei^  Affiurs,  September  7,  1765. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Afikirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Letter  of  the  2d  instant,  bam 
him   to  his  Excellency  the   President,  with  the  papers  therdn 
enclosed,  respecting  the  removal  of  M*  De  Marbois,  reports : 
That  in  his  opmion,  your  Secretary  should  be  ordered  to  write  an 

answer  of  &e  following  ten(»r  to  M.  De  Marbois's  note : 

<*  Office  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  September,  1785. 
"Sir, 

"  The  note  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  30th  of  < 
last  month,  annouockig  your  appointinent  to  the  Intendancy  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  that  of  the  Sieur  Otto  to  succeed  you  here,  I  imme- 
diately laid  before  Congress. 

<<  In  obedience  to  their  orders  I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  that 
tlus  distinguished  mark  of  your  royal  master's  approbation  and  favor 
gives  them  pleasure,  and  they  wish  you  happiness  and  prosperity  in 
the* enjoyment  of  it..  The  manner  in  which  you  have  filled  the  place 
of  his  Majesty's  Charge  d'Afiaires  here  has  given  them  entire  satis- 
&ction,  and  I  am  ordered  to  mention  this  to  Count  de  Vergennes. 

"The  great  and  repeated  proofs  which  the  United  States  have 
received  of  his  Majesty's  affection,  and  the  zeal  and  abilities  with 
which  his  Minister  has,  on  various  occasions,  executed  hb  friendly 
intentions  towards  them,  leave  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  such  men 
only  will  be  charged  with  his  afiairs  in  this  country  as,  bom  inclina- 
tion as  well  as  duty,  will  be  disposed  to  cherish  the  union  and  cement 
the  interests  and  friendship  of  the  two  nations. 

"  In  this  light  they  consider  the  Sieur  Otto ;  and  he  may  be  assured 
that  their  respect  and  affection  for  his  sovereign,  as  well  as  the  good 
opinion  they  entertain  of  him,  will  always  induce  thenr  to  render 
his  residence  as  agreeable  to  himself  as  they  are  persuaded  it  will  be 
to  them. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

"  To  Monsieur  De  Marbois, 

Charge  d'Afiaires  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty." 
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Your  Secretary  purposes  to  enclose  the  above  letter  in  the  following, 

(the  former  being  an  answer  to  the  notty  and  the  latter  to  the  kttery 

of  M.  DeMarbois:) 

*■  Office  fbr  Foreign  Afiairs,  September,  17S5. 
"Sir^ 

"The  letter  herewith  enclosed  is  m  answer  to  the  nole  which 
accompanied  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  30th 
instant. 

<^M.  Otto  has  ddivered  to  me  the  letter  from  the  Count  De  Verw 
gennes,  of  which  you  make  mention,  and  I  shall  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  transmitting  an  answer  to  iu 

"  The  character  you  giye  of  Mr.  Otto  corresponds  \Hth  what  I 
should  have  supposed  it  to  be  from  that  of  the  Minister,  and  be  may 
rely  on  my  dispositicm  to  render  his  residence  agreeable* 

<<  It  has  been,  and  shall  continue  to  be^  my  desire  so  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  my  office  as  to  give  perfect  satisfaction  to  die  Ministers 
and  subjects  of  your  magnanimous  Kbg,  and  I  am  happy  to  find  that 
I  have  succeeded  with  respect  to  you. 

"  We  have  been  laborers  in  the  same  great  work,  and  I  flatter 
n^self  that  your  removal  from  America  will  not  diminish  your  auc- 
tion for  it.  It  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  of  jrour  health 
and  happiness,  and  that  of  your  ammUe  lady.  Permit  nie  to  offer 
to  you  and  to  her  my  best  wishes  for  your  safe  arrival  at  the  place  of 
your  destmation,  and  uiy  friendly  services  that  may  be  m  my  power 
to  render. 

'<  With  great  respect  and  consideration,  be," 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  BE  MARBOIS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  September  24, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  am  sorry  I  could  not  meet  you,  to  express  the  satisfaction  which 

I  have  received  from  your  letter  dated  the  12th  mstant,  as  it  mentions 

Congress's  approbation  of  my  conduct  whilst  I  have  had  the  honor 
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to  reside  as  the  King's  Charge  HAffairti  m  this  countrj.  I  have 
obtamed  the  principal  object  of  my  mission,  which  has  been  to  pro« 
mote  as  much  as  in  my  power  the  good  understanding  and  preserve 
the  friendship  between  the  King  and  the  States.  The  manner  with 
which  you  conveyed  their  sentiments  to  me  could  not  but  give 
additional  satis&ction. 

I  propose  to  leave  this  continent  to-morrow ;  but  six  years'  resi- 
dence, which  I  shall  ever  consider  as  the  most  interesting  of  my  life 
past,  both  by  the  importance  and  the  success  of  the  events  to  which 
I  have  been  an  active  witness,  and  the  connexion  I  have  formed,  will 
never  permit  me  to  be  a  stranger  to  America,  and  I  shall  be  happy 
whenever  duty  will  concur  with  my  inclination  to  afibrd  me  the 
means  of  evmcing  the  sentiments  I  shall  preserve  for  it« 

Mrs.  De  Marbois  is  much  obliged  for  your  mention  of  her;  she 
desires  to  be  remembered  to  Mrs.  Jay,  to  whom  I  have  the  honor  to 
offer  my  respects. 

I  cannot  leave  this  place  without  again  assuring  you,  sir,  that  I 
shall  have  a  particular  pleasure  in  hearing  that  circumstances  have 
allowed  Monsieur  Longchamps  to  be  treated  with  lenity.  I  renew 
this  application  at  the  very  instant  there  are  attempts  made  towards 
fiirther  provocations.  Mr.  Otto  may  inform  you  of  what  nature  they 
are,  if  you  do  not  already  know  it.  I  do  not  believe  they  come  from 
him ;  but  should  it  be  the  case,  it  is  impossible  anything  could  pro- 
voke from  a  man  in  his  situation,  and  whatever  may  be  his  behavior, 
it  will  never  alter  the  wish  I  have  formed  for  his  release  from  the 
instant  the  King  had  expressed  his  iull  approbation  of  my  conduct. 

With  perfect  respect  and  consideration,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

DE  MARBOIS. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  September  38,  1785. 
Sir, 
T%e  departure  of  Monsieur  De  Marbots  will  soon  place  me  in  the 
situation  of  entering  upon  the  exercise  of  the  functions  which  have 
been  entrusted  to  me.     It  is  very  satisfactory  to  me  that,  until  the 
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arrival  of  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  I  have  to  transact  with  a 
perscHi  whose  patriotism  and  affection  for  my  Court  will  greatly  facil* 
itate  any  business  with  which  I  may  be  charged  during  my  residence 
here ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that  I  shall  merit  your  confidence,  and 
convince  you  of  my  personal  attachment  to  the  United  States,  inde- 
pendent of  those  obligations  my  place  imposes  on  me* 

I  have  perused,  sir,  with  the  warmest  acknowledgments,  the  letter 
you  were  pleased  to  address  to  my  predecessor  the  12th  instant.  In 
rendering  jusUce  to  his  zeal,  you  have,  at  the  same  time,  condescended 
to  assure  him  of  the  good  opinion  which  Congress  have  ccmceived  of 
my  dispositions.  I  entreat  you  to  believe  that  I  shall  esteem  myself 
very  happy  to  have  an  opportunity  of  rendering  myself  worthy  of 
the  approbation  of  that  assembly,  and  of  contributmg  to  draw  still 
closer  the  bonds  which  unite  our  nations. 

These  ties,  sir,  ought  forever  to  be  held  sacred  and  indissoluble. 
The  attachment  of  France  to  the  United  States  proceeds,  not  from  a 
momentary  advantage,  but  from  a  wise,  enlightened,  provident  policy, 
which  has  established,  upon  the  permanent  basis  of  justice  and  mutual 
convenience,  an  alliance  of  which  there  are  few  examples  in  history. 
The  two  nations,  divided  from  each  other  by  a  vast  ocean,  will  never 
experience  that  jealousy  which  vicinity  too  often  inspires.  They 
may  both  prosper  without  giving  umbrage  to  each  other ;  they  may 
each  aggrandize  themselves  without  prejudice  to  their  alliance.  The 
United  States  of  America  will  always  find,  in  the  strength  of  one  of 
the  most  important  Governments  of  Europe,  a  support  against  their 
enemies,  and  France  will  not  see,  but  with  satisfaction,  the  flourishing 
state  of  a  Republic  o(  which,  fiom  its  first  existence,  she  has  had  so 
much  care.  I  know  so  well  the  intentions  of  my  Court  in  this  respect, 
that  I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  she  will  ever  inviolably  frdfil  the  con- 
ditions of  the  treaties  of  alliance  and  commerce,  which  form  the  basis 
of  har  connexion  with  the  United  States,  and  it  will  not  be  owing  to 
her  if  these  treaties  are  not  scrupulously  executed.  She  is,  at  the 
same  time,  persuaded  that  Congress  is  too  well  acquainted  with  its 
mterests  not  to  cement  more  and  more  the  alliance  which  so  happQy 
subsists  between  France  and  the  United  States.  The  uniform  con- 
duct wluch  this  assembly  has  held  in  this  respect  leaves  no  doubt  of 
its  true  dispositions ;  and  if  some  of  the  States  have  appeared  to 
depart,  for  an  instant,  from  the  fundamental  principle  of  our  treaties, 
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bis  Majesty  is  not  ignorant  that  Congress  has  ocmstantty  endeavored 
to  bring  them  back  Id  the  right  road. 

I  am^  with  respect,  be, 

OTTO. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Translation. 

New  York,  NoTember  28, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  Plan  of  a  Treaty  for  a 
correspondence  between  the  Post  Offices  of  Prance  and  the  United 
States,  with  a  note  announcing  the  same  to  Congress.    I  request 
that  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  these  papers  before  that  assembly, 
unless  you  are  of  opmion  that  the  Postmaster  Gen^^  thinks  himself 
sufficiently  authorised  already,  by  his  station,  to  negotiate  diis 
treaty  with  the  Director  of  the  Post  Office  m  France. 
I  a6i,  with  lespect,  &c., 

OTTO. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JIT* 

Translation. 

[DeliTered  NoTember  38, 178S.] 

The  underwritten.  Charge  d' Affaires  of  Fmnce,  has  the  honor  of 
informing  the  United  States  in  Congress  ass^nbled,  that  he  has 
received  orders  from  his  Court  to  present  to  them  the  plan  of  a  treaty 
ibr  a  oorrespond^ace  between  the  Post  Office  of  France  and  that  of 
the  United  States.  He  has  no  occasion  to  observe  how  interesting 
it  is  to  the  two  nations  to  multiply  as  much  as  possible  every  means 
of  connexion  and  correspondence,  and  that  the  exactness  of  the 
mails  must  contribute  by  so  much  the  more  efficaciously,  as  the 
French  packets  are  actually  under  the  immediate  authority  of  Gov* 
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erament.  The  unckrwritten  has  the  honor  to  annex  the  Plan  which 
has  been  sent  to  him,  and  he  hopes  that  the  United  States  in  Con- 
gress assembled  will  be  pleased  to  authorize  the  Postmaster  General 
to  make  such  arrangements  with  the  Director  of  the  French  Post 
Office  as  will  give,  in  future,  greater  facility  to  a  service  which  so 
essentially  concans  the  respective  nations. 

OTTO. 


Plan  ov  a  Treait  for  the  correspondence  of  Letters  between  the 
Post  Offices  of  France  and  those  of  the  United  States  of  North 
Jmerica. 

Translation. 

Articles  of  Agreement  made  for  the  carrying  and  transporting  pf 
l^tera,  despatches,  and  packets,  sent  from  the  cities  of  the  Kingdom 
of  France  to  the  city  of  New  York  and  the  thirteen  United  States 
ci  North  America,  and  of  letters  and  packets  which  shall  be  sent 
from  the  said  ciQr  of  New  Ycurk  to  the  said  Kmgdom  of  France. 
Between  ,  who  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Articles : 

Article  I.  That  there  shall  be  mamtabed,  on  both  sides,  a  good, 
film,  and  mutual  correspondence,  for  the  sending,  reception,  and 
<fistribution  of  letters,  despatches,  and  packets. 

AimoLE  II.  That  the  letters  and  despatches  from  Par'ts,  and 
all  the  cities  and  provinces  of  the  Kingdom  of  France,  as  also 
those  coming  from  foreign  countries  passing  through  France  for  the 
provinces  and  cities  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  shall  be 
Erected  and  ferwarded  at  the  sole  expense  of  the  Post  Office  in 
France,  from  the  place  of  their  depa^ure,  as  well  by  land  as  by 
means  of  the  King's  packets,  established  at  L'Orient,  to  New  York, 
ODce  a  month.  Tlie  mails  which  shall  enclose  the  said  letters  shall 
be  delivered,  inmiediately  on  their  arrival  at  New  Yoric,  to  the  Post 
Office  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  for  which  mails  the 
Post  Office  at  New  YcHrk  shall  give  its  receipt  to  the  captain  of  the 
packet,  in  the  presence  of  the  French  Consul,  or  of  the  agent  of  the 
administraticm  of  the  packets,  with  whom  the  said  office  at  New  York 
shall  prove  and  determine  the  number  of  single,  double,  and  ounce 
letters  which  each  mail  shall  contain,  excepting  only  from  said  account 
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the  letters  and  packets  which  shall  be  countersigned  by  the  French 
Ministers,  or  such  persons  as  shall  have  the  privilege,  which  letters 
shall,  for  this  purpose,  be  made  into  a  separate  packet,  which  shall 
be  inserted  into  the  mail  by  the  Post  Office  in  L'Orient. 

Article  IU.  The  Director  of  Posts  in  L'Orient  shall  send,  with 
the  letters  which  shall  go  by  the  mails,  a  paper  of  advice  signed  by 
liim  the  day  they  are  despatched,  and  addressed  to  the  Post  Office  at 
New  York,  which  paper  shall  not  only  mention  the  number  of  single, 
double,  and  ounce  letters  which  compose  the  mail,  but  also  the 
^account  of  the  tax  which  shall  be  reckoned  in  Frenph  money  upoo 
said  letters  of  each  kind  for  their  postage  to  New  York,  and  a 
recapitulation  which  shall  show  the  just  total  of  said  taxes. 

Article  IV.  The  said  office  of  the  United  States  engages,  after 
having  verified  the  exactness  of  said  paper,  to  be  accountable  to  the 
Post  Offices  in  France  for  the  total  amount  of  each  of  the  said  mails 
of  letters  and  packets  taxed ;  it  shall  charge  itself  with  the  distributioa 
of  them  at  their  destination,  adding  to  said  taxes  such  other  as  may 
be  due  as  well  on  account  of  forwarding  diem,  which  shall  be  dcme 
at  die  expense  of  the  office,  as  for  delivering  them. 

Article  V.  In  case  the  said  Post  Office  at  New  York  shall  find 
errors  in  the  account  made  of  the  letters  which  shall  thus  be  sent  to 
it  from  L'Orient,  it  has  been  agreed  on  both  sides  that  the  said  enors 
shall  be  corrected  by  advising  the  French  Post  Office  of  it  by  the 
first  post  which  shall  follow  the  receipt  of  the  mail,  so  that  the  said 
Post  Office  at  New  York  shall  not  be  accountable  to  that  of  France, 
but  for  the  amount  which  it  shall  declare  to  have  really  found  in  each 
mail. 

Article  VI.  It  has  moreover  been  agreed  that  the  countersign 
of  the  French  letters,  which  shall  not  have  been  taxed  at  leaving 
L'Orient,  shall  only  firank  such  letters  on  their  way  through  France 
and  for  their  passage. 

Article  VII.  All  letters  where  postage  shall  have  been  charged 
by  the  French  office  to  that  of  the  United  States,  and  which  shall 
have  become  refuse  without  having  been  opened,  shall  be  retakeo 
by  the  French  office  at  the  price  they  have  been  reckoned,  and  with 
which  they  have  been  taxed ;  the  New  York  office  returning  them 
every  six  months  to  the  Post  Office  at  L'Orient.* 

Article  VIU.  In  like  manner  the  letters  and  despatches  firom 
New  York,  and  firom  all  the  provinces  and  cities  of  the  United  States 
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of  North  America  foJr  the  provinces  and  cities  of  the  Kingdom  of 
France^  shall  be  directed  and  forwarded  by  the  office  at  New  York, 
that  is  to  say,  at  the  charge  of  the  Post  Office  of  the  thirteen  United 
States  fixHn  the  place  of  their  departure  to  New  York,  and  from  New 
York  at  the  expense  of  the  French  Posts,  as  well  by  means  of  the 
return  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty's  packets  to  L'Orient  as  by  land 
from  L'Orient  to  their  destination  in  France.  The  mails  which 
enclose  the  said  letters  to  be  taken  from  the  Post  Office  at  New  York 
by  the  captain  of  each  packet  ready  to  sail  for  L'Orient,  and 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  delivered  to  the  Director  of 
the  Posts  of  the  said  city,  who  shall  ^ve  his  receipt  for  them  to  the 
said  captain,  in  presence  of  the  superintendent  of  the  administration 
of  the  packets,  with  whom  he  shall  ascertain  and  determine  the 
number  of  smgle,  double,  and  ounce  letters  contained  in  each 


Abticle  IX.  The  said  Post  Office  at  New  York  shall  send,  with 
the  letters  which  shall  go  by  said  mails,  a  paper  of  advice  signed  and 
dated  the  day  the  packet  is  despatched,  and  addressed  to  the  Post 
Office  at  L'Orient,  which  paper,  like  those  from  the  latter  office  for 
New  Yoric,  shall  signify  not  only  the  single,  double,  and  ounce  letters 
which  compose  the  mail,  but  also  the  amount  of  the  tax,  which  shall 
be  brought  into  French  money  and  not  otherwise  upon  the  letters  of 
each  kind  for  their  postage  to  New  York  only,  and  a  recapitulation 
which  shall  present  the  just  total  of  said  taxes. 

Article  X.  The  said  Post  Office  of  France  engages,  after 
T«rification  made  on  its  part,  at  the  office  in  L'Orient,  of  the 
exactness  of  said  paper,  to  be  accountable  to  the  Post  Office  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  New  York  for  the  total  amount  of  each 
tiC  the  said  mails  of  letters  in  packets  taxed  by  the.  posts  of  the  United 
States,  which  packets  and  letters  they  charge  itself  with  the 
distribution  of  to  their  destination  in  the  Kingdom,  adding  to  said 
taxes  such,  which,  accordmg  to  the  tariff  of  France,  are  due  as  well 
on  account  of  transp^tation,  which  shall  have  been  made  from  New 
Y<xk  to  the  destination  of  such  letters,  as  for  the  distribution  by  said 
office. 

Abticle  XI*  It  has  been  agreed  by  the  two  offices  that  the 
clause  inserted  in  die  fifth  article  of  the  present  treaty,  relating  to 
enoa  which  may  be  found  in  the  amount  of  letters  which  the  office 
of  France  shall  send  to  New  York,  shall  be  exactly  the  same,  vice 
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versa,  with  respect  to  the  aforesaid  office,  as  to  errors  which  may  also 
he  met  with  m  the  amount  of  mails  of  letters  fix)m  North  America  to 
L'Orient,  where  the  verification  shall  be  made. 

Article  XII.  It  has  moreover  been  agreed  upon,  as  in  article 
seven  of  the  present  treaty,  that  all  letters  where  postage  shall  be 
charged  by  the  Post  Office  in  New  York  against  that  of  France, 
and  which  shall  become  refuse  without  having  been  opened,  shall  be 
retaken  by  the  Post  Office  of  the  United  States  at  the  same  price  tliey 
shall  have  been  reckoned  and  taxed,  the  office  in  France  returning 
them  every  six  months  to  the  Post  Office  in  New  York. 

Article  XO.  It  has  moreover  been  covenanted  and  agreed  on 
both  sides  that  all  letters  and  packets  which  shall  be  reciprocally 
sent,  shall  be  exactly  stamped  in  a  legible  manner  on  their 
superscription,  widi  the  name  of  the  town  where  they  shall  have 
been  written,  and  that  the  cyphers  of  the  taxes  which  shall  have 
been  affixed  to  them  shall  mark  the  sous  or  livres  Toumois. 

Article  XIV.  The  accounts  between  the  two  q^ces  shall  be 
rendered  every  six  months  by  that  office  which  shall  find  itself  in  debt 
to  the  other,  which  having  verified  and  acknowledged  the  said 
accounts  just  shall  balance  them,  after  which  the  money  which  shall 
be  due  to  said  (^ce,  shall  immediately  be  paid  to  the  p^:8on  that 
shall  be  authorized  for  the  purpose. 

Article  XV.  All  the  mails  and  bags  shall  be  well  and  duly  dent 
and  sealed  from  one  office  to  the  odi^,  with  the  true  and 
acknowledged  seal  of  each  office. 

Article  XVI.  The  parties  reciprocally  oblige  themselves  to 
prevent,  by  every  possible  means,  any  of  the  abovementioned  letters 
and  packets  bom  being  sent  by  another  mode  than  by  their  ordinary 
posts. 

Article  XVII.  It  has  been  moreover  agreed  that  the  effect  and 
execution  of  this  present  treaty  shall  commence  between  the  said 
parties,  the  post  after  completing  the  ratification  signed  and  sealed  in 

good  form,  on  the  one  part  by ,  and  on  the  other  part  by      ■    . 

It  has  moreover  been  agreed  on  both  sides  that  the  said  present  treaty 
cannot  be  broken  by  one  of  the  pai::ties  till  after  a  year's  previous  notice 
to  the  other ;  and  there  shall  be  added  and  transcribed  the  powers 
of  us. 

In  faith  of  which  we  have  reciprocally  signed  this  present  treaty, 
and  affixed  the  seal  of  our  arms.  Done  and  agreed  in  duplicates, 
between  us,  at  Paris,  &c. 
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F&OBf  JOHN   JAT  TO   MONSIEUR  OTTO. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  November  28, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  tliis 
monuDgy  enclosing  a  note  of  the  same  date,  and  a  project  of  a  treaty 
between  the  Post  Offices  of  France  and  of  the  United  States. 

These  papers,  as  soon  as  translated,  shall  be  laid  befoi'e  Congress, 
and  1  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  assuring  you  that  every  occasion 
of  extending  the  ties  and  intercourse  between  our  countries  will  give 
me  pleasure. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


rROX  EBENEZER  HAZARD  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Q«Beral  Post  Office,  December  31,  1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  considered  the  plan  for  the  correspondence  of  letters  between 
the  Post  Offices  of  France  and  those  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  and  think  it,  in  general,  a  good  one ;  there  are,  nevertheless, 
some  parts  of  it  which  are  exceptionable.  The  third,  ninth,  and 
thirteenth  articles  require  that  the  postage  shall  be  mariced  in  French 
money,  sous  and  Uvres.  This  will  be  impracticable,  as  the  French 
moneys  are  not  sufficiently  understood  m  America.  But  the  most 
exceptionable  article  is  the  fburtli;  should  thb  be  agreed  to,  die 
immediate  consequence  will  be  that  the  letters  must  be  disseminated, 
fiom  New  Hampshire  to  Greorgia,  at  the  risk  of  the  United  States ; 
lod  4is  will  be  evidently  very  great,  if  we  consider  the  distances  to 
which  the  letters  must  travel,  die  size  and  situation  of  many  of  our 
ferries,  and  our  seasons,  especially  the  winter.  Great,  however,  as 
the  risk  is,  it  must  of  course  be  ours,  as  we  are  to  be  accountable  for 
the  postage  of  all  letters,  excepting  the  "  refuse"  ones,  returned  agree- 
ably to  the  seventh  article.  To  diis  may  be  added  the  difficulty  of 
keeping  accounts,  when  both  nations  will  be  mterested  in  the  postage 
on  each  letter,  and  that  postage  will  be  marked  parUy  in  sous  and 
livres,  and  pardy  in  pennyweights  and  grains  of  silver.     The  whole 
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business  may  be  extremely  simplified  by  adopting  the  same  plan  that 
we  are  upon  respecting  the  British  packets,  viz :  kt  all  the  packet 
postage  be  paid  in  Europe,  which  will  remove  every  difficulty ;  it 
will  prevent  the  necessity  of  keeping  intricate  accounts ;  the  United 
States  will  risk  nothing  in  the  distribution  of  the  letters,  except  the 
inland  postage ;  the  deputy  postmasters  will  not  be  perplexed  and 
led  into  errors  by  a  kind  of  money  which  they  do  not  understand, 
and  it  will  be  more  advantageous  to  France,  because  the  number  of 
refiise  letters  will  be  lessened  by  it,  ^s  all  the  letters  put  into  the 
offices  in  France  will  then  be  paid  for,  and  they  will  have  no  more 
refuse  letters  firom  thb  side  of  the  water  upon  this  plan  than  upon  the 
other. 

The  other  regulations,  such  as  giving  the  captains'  receipts  for  the 
mails,  sending  invoices  of  the  letters,  &c.,  are  equally  proper  upcHi 
either  plan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

EBEN.  HAZARD. 


REPORT    OF    SECRETARY  J  AT,  RELATIVE    TO   THE    POST    OITICES   OF 
FRANCE    AND   THE   UNITED   STATES. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afiaira,  Febroftry  21 » 1786. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Fordgn 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  to  him  of  the  28th  November 
last,  firom  the  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France,  enclosing  a  Plan  of  a 
Treaty  for  the  corresponflence  of  letters  )[)etween  the  Post  Offices 
of  France  and  those  of  the  United  States,  reports : 
That  he  has  submitted  the  said  Plan  to  the  consideration  of  the 

Postmaster  General  of  the  United  States,  whose  opmion  thereon 

appears  in  the  foUowmg  letter,  viz: 

"  General  Post  Office,  February  16, 1786. 
"Sir, 
"  I  have  bad  under  consideration  the  proposed  *  Plan  of  a  treaty 

*  for  tlie  correspondence  of  letters  between  the  Post  Offices  of  France 

*  and  those  of  the  United  States  of  North  America/  and  observe  but 
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ooe  defect  in  it ;  and  that  is,  t^  is  left  optional  vfith  the  writer  to  pay 
the  postage  or  not;  and,  if  we  may  judge  from  experience,  they  will 
not  pay  it.     The  consequence  will  be, 

"1st.  That  a  receipt  must  be  given  by  the  American  office, 
which  will  make  the  Unitecj  States  accountable  for  the  amount  of  the 
postage. 

"  2d.  The  letters  must  then  be  distributed  from  New  Hampshire 
to  Geor^,  and  the  dead  (or  refiise)  letters  returned  to  New  Yoiic  at 
the  risk  of  the  United  States  ;  which  will  evidently  be  very  great,  if 
we  consider  the  distances  to  which  the  letters  must  travel,  the  size 
and  situation  of  many  of  our  ferries,  and  our  seasons,  especially  the 
winter. 

"3d.  Accounts  must  be  kept  between  the  American  and  French 
oflkes,  which,  in  their  very  nature,  must  be  complex  and  intricate, 
both  nations  bemg  mterested  in  the  postage  of  each  letter,  and  that 
postage  bemg  mariced  partly  in  French  money  and  partly  in  penny* 
wei^ts  and  grains  of  silver;  the  former,  not  being  sufficiently  under- 
stood by  us,  will  occasion  many  errors,  and  be  the  source  of  much 
confiision. 

"  We  were  exactly  upon  the  above  plan  with  respect  to  the  British 
packets,  at  their  first  establishment,  as  you  will  observe  from  the 
enclosed  advertisement ;  but  the  inconveniences  attending  it  were  so 
great  that  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  an  alteration ;  and  the  whole 
bu^ess  was  amazmgly  simplified  by  providing  that  aU  the  packet 
postage  should  be  paid  in  England.  By  this  small  change  in  the 
system  every  difficulty  is  removed ;  and,  as  experience  has  evinced 
its  utility,  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  same  mode 
in  the  present  case.  Indeed,  it  will  be  more  advantageous  to  France 
than  the  plan  now  proposed,  because  the  number  of  refuse  letters 
will  be  lessened  by  it,  as  aU  the  letters  put  into  the  offices  in  France 
will  then  be  paid  for,  and  the  refuse  letters  fix>m  this  side  of  the  water 
will  not  be  more  numerous  upon  this  plan  than  upon  the  other ;  there 
will  also  be  a  saving  of  the  commissions  allowed  to  the  deputy  post- 
masters for  transacting  the  busmess. 

"  The  other  regulations,  such  as  giving  the  captains'  receipts  for 
the  mdls,  sending  invoices  of  the  letters,  &c.,  are  equally  proper 
upon  either  plan. 

"  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

«EBEN.  HAZARD."  . 
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Your  Secretary  thinks  the  observations  of  the  Postmaster  General 
are  well  founded,  and,  therefore,  is  of  opinion  that  the  said  Pbst- 
master  General  should  be  duly  authorized  to  concltide  the  said  treatjr 
with  the  Director  of  die  French  posts,  vested  with  equal  powers  oa 
the  part  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  provided  the  alterations  in 
questions  are  admitted,  and  provided  fiuther,  that  the  duration  of  the 
treaty  shall  not  exceed  the  term  of  ten  years. 

Your  Secretary  is  also  of  opmion  that  the  said  treaty  should  he 
engrossed  and  executed  in  both  languages. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  TH£    PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  fbr  Foreign  A£Sur8,  December  96, 1765. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  your  Excellency,  herewith 
enclosed,  a  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  which  I  received  book  the 
Charge  d' Affaires  of  France,  together  with  the  [Hroject  of  a  proposed 
treaty  between  the  French  and  the  American  Post  Offices,  which  is 
mentioned  in  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

»  New  York,  NoTeid)er  30, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  a  note  which  I  request  you 
to  lay  before  Congress.  It  relates  to  the  dijflferent  credits  which  his 
Majesty  and  his  subjects  have  against  the  United  States.  These 
matters  have  been  treated  of  at  different  times  by  M.  De  Marbois, 
and  principally  in  the  letters  and  notes  which  he  addressed  you  the 
8th  March,  16th  May,  and  14th  June,  and  the  1st  July,  of  this  year. 
It  gives  me  pain  to  recur  to  matters  which  have  so  long  occupied  the 
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Minister  Plenipotentiary  and  my  predecessor.  But  the  silence  of 
Congress,  the  new  formation  of  this  assembly,  and  the  precise  order 
which  I  have  received  from  my  Court  on  this  subject,  appear  to 
authorize  me  to  make  a  new  attempt  to  obtain  a  satisfactory  answer ; 
and  I  hope  that  the  United  States  will  only  consider,  in  my  conduct, 
the  zeal  which  the  post  I  have  the  honor  to  occupy  near  Congress 
ought  to  mspire  nie  with. 

I  make  no  mention  of  the  different  particular  subjects  which  my 
predecessor  has  submitted  to  the  deliberations  of  Congress  the  16di 
May  last,  such  as  the  claims  of  the  administrator  of  Martinico,  for 
the  reimbursement  of  the  advances  made  to  Mr.  Bingham ;  also  the 
demands  of  the  Royal  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  sums  reimbursed 
the  Sieurs  Sabatier  &;  Despres,  on  account  of  the  United  States. 
Congress  having  as  yet  taken  no  resolution  concemmg  these  different 
subjects,  and  the  notes  of  my  predecessors  being  constantly  before 
this  assembly.  I  hope  that  they  will  be  pleased  also  to  add  its  resolu- 
tion respecting  these  claims  to  those  it  shall  make  as  to  the  principal 
points  of  the  note  which  I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you. 

I  have,  sir,  presented  his  Majesty's  credit  in  a  point  of  view  which 
appeared  to  me  the  most  natural.  It  cannot  be  disputed  that  the 
object  of  the  two  contracts  signed  by  Mr.  Franklin  was  to  alleviate 
as  much  as  possible  the  weight  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States. 
To  defer  the  accomplishments  of  these  contracts  is  to  defeat  the 
salutary  end  proposed,  and  to  accumulate,  without  any  benefit  to 
the  United  States,  the  arrearages  and  interests  of  a  moderate  debt. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Ministers  who  have  digested  and  signed  the 
ccMitracts  would  only  serve  to  expose  more  visibly  the  injury  occa- 
sioned by  delays. 

As  to  the  subjects  of  French  creditors  of  the  United  States,  I  have, 
sir,  described  their  situation  very  fabdy.  Ancient  commercial  houses 
find  themselves  reduced  to  beggary  firom  having  plaoed  too  much 
confidence  in  paper  money  and  loan  office  certificates.  They 
viewed  with  astonishment,  mixed  with  grief,  the  measures  proposed 
by  different  States  to  satisfy  their  own  citizens  to  the  exclusion  of 
foreigners.  This  step,  projected  by  people  who  have  just  distin* 
goished  themselves  by  so  many  great  qualities,  can  only  be  attributed 
to  too  great  precipitation,  and  not  to  a  partiality  of  which  diey  are 
incapable. 

It  is  elsewhere  remaifced,  and  there  b  still  greater  reason  to  believe 
Vol.  I.— 13 
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firom  the  last  requisitions  of  Coogiess,  that  this  measure  has  nevi^ 
obtained  the  sanction  of  this  assembly ;  and  that  Congress  not  only, 
knew  how  to  form  a  new  empire,  but  also  to  give  it  stability  by 
erectmg  it  on  the  immoveable  basis  of  justice  and  virtue. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

OTTO. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  November  30, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  underwritten,  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France,  has  the  honor  of 
informing  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  he  has 
received  orders  fix>m  his  Court  to  take  notice  of  the  measures  which 
have  been  adopted  for  fiilfilling  the  conditions  of  two  contracts,  signed 
m  the  name  of  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Franklin,  the  16th  July, 
1782,  and  25th  February,  1783. 

The  United  States  have  engaged  themselves  by  the  first  contract 
to  pay  annually,  reckoning  fvom  the  date  of  the  peace,  the  interest 
of  a  loan  of  eighteen  millions,  and  to  reimburse  the  capital  in  twelve 
equal  portions,  beginning  the  third  year  after  peace.  They  have 
moreover  promised  to  reimburse,  in  ten  equal  terms,  to  commence 
the  5th  November,  1787,  die  loan  of  ten  millions  made  in  Holland 
and  guarantied  by  his  Majesty,  and  to  pay  the  interest  thereof  in 
the  mean  time,  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent. 

By  the  second  contract,  they  have  not  only  confirmed  the  preceding 
articles,  but  they  have  acknowledged  diemselves  debtors  in  a  new 
loan  of  six  millions,  the  interest  of  which  they  have  promised  to  pay 
annually  at  five  per  cent.,  and  to  reimburse  the  capital  in  six  equal 
periods,  to  commence  fixrni  the  year  1797. 

From  the  tenor  of  these  contracts^  it  appears  that  the  United 
StiUes  have  engaged  to  pay  annually,  under  the  title  of  interest,  at 
the  Royal  Treasury,  the  sum  of  1,600,000  livres  Toumob;  but 
although  this  sum  has  been  constantly  comprehended  in  the  requisi* 
tions  of  Congress,  his  Majesty's  treasurer  has  only  as  yet  received 
the  amount  of  the  interest  of  the  Dutch  loan.    So  that  the  mt^n^ 
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of  the  present  year,  comprehending  the  arrearages  of  the  last  year, 
amoants  to  2,400,000  livres  Toumois. 

The  undOTwritten  need  not  observe  that  it  appears  for  the  advantage 
of  the  United  States  to  acquit,  successively,  the  sums  due  to  his 
Majesty,  seoing  that  delays  will  become  daily  more  burthensome  to 
the  finances  of  Congress,  by  the  progressive  accumulation  of  anrear- 
ages.  H3  has  no  doubt  but  that  the  gratitude  of  the  United  States, 
the  desire  of  liberating  themselves,  and,  above  all,  the  consideration 
of  their  own  interest,  will  engage  them  to  discharge  a  debt,  the 
weight  of  which  his  Majesty  has  endeavored  to  diminish  as  much  as 
was  in  his  power,  by  remitting  the  interest  till  the  date  of  die  peace, 
and  by  fixing  distant  periods  for  the  reimbursement  which  will  extend 
ftB  far  as  the  year  1802.  The  regularity  with  which  the  interest  of 
the  Dutch  loan  has  been  paid  till  now,  and  the  assurances  which  the 
underwritten  has  received  on  this  subject  fix)m  the  Conunbsioners  of 
the  Treasury,  give  him  reason  to  hope  that  the  United  States  will 
not  show  less  punctuality  in  the  payment  of  the  other  interests  and 
the  gradual  reimbursement  of  the  debt  of  twenty-fbur  millions,  whose 
first  period  will  be  elapsed  the  3d  of  September  of  the  ensuing  year. 

The  underwritten  thought  proper  to  6nter  mto  these  details,  to 
engage  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  to  represent  to  dieir 
constituents  how  much  it  imports  them  to  provide  die  necessary  funds 
for  the  gradual  reimbursement  of  these  debts ;  that  the  arrearages  of 
the  last  year  have  already  doubled  the  sum  to  be  paid  this  year ; 
that  the  progressive  accumulation  of  interest  will  soon  render  useless 
the  precautions  which  have  been  so  wisely  taken  in  the  two  contracts, 
for  dividing  4n  the  least  burthensome  manner  the  reimbursement  of  a 
sum  through  the  space  of  nineteen  years,  which  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  have  discharged  at  once.  And  that  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  know  too  well  what  they  owe  to  their  posterity  to 
wish  to  oppress  them  with  the  weight  of  a  debt  which  their  delays 
may  considerably  augment,  without  any  benefit  to  their  country. 

But  whilst  the  underwritten  demands  with  importunity  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  a  subject  which  is  personal  with  regard  to  his 
Majesty,  he  ought  at  the  same  time  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
and  the  justice  of  Congress  the  claims  of  a  large  number  of  the 
King's  subjects.  His  Majesty  is  sensibly  touched  with  the  deplorable 
situation  of  the  commercial  houses,  which  are  thrown  into  the  greatest 
embarrassment  by  giving  credit  to  the  United  States^  and  to  indi- 
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vidua!  States,  and  by  the  depreciation  of  paper  money.  Among  the 
number  of  these  merchants,  there  are  many  who,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Revolution,  have  exposed  their  lives  and  their 
fortunes  by  sending  to  the  United  States  not  only  the  articles  of  the 
first  necessity,  but  arms;  ammunition,  and  a  quantity  of  other  objects, 
which  have  greatly  facilitated  the  operations  of  Congress.  Others, 
prevailed  upon  by  the  repeated  demands  of  some  individual  States, 
have  sent  them  very  rich  cargoes,  through  the  firm  persuasion  that 
they  would  meet  with  no  difficulty  in  the  payment  for  these  advances, 
and  that  people  abounding  so  in  resources  as  the  States  of  America, 
could  easily  find  the  means  to  satisfy  them,  when  peace  should  have 
reestablished  order  and  tranquillity  within  their  borders.  The  pap^ 
money  which  was  given  them  in  payment  for  their  advances  bore  the 
seal  of  the  Ccmfederation,  and  a  solemn  promise  to  redeem  it  in 
specie.  Such  a  promise  merited  their  confidence  so  much  the  more 
as  their  sovereign  had  guarantied  the  independence  of  the  United 
States  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  and  that  they  had  reason  to  con- 
sider this  guarantee  as  the  pledge  of  the  reimbursement  of  their 
advances.  So  far  firom  directly  realizing  a  paper  which  they  ought 
to  believe  as  solid  as  gold  and  silver,  they  deposited  more  than  six 
millions  in  the  consular  chests  or  in  their  o^ii  cofiers.  This  paper 
represented  the  labors,  the  watchings,  and  the  fcHtunes  of  a  great 
number  of  individuals,  who  had  come  to  the  assistance  of  the  United 
States  in  the  most  tempestuous  times.  But  a  combination  of  unfore* 
seen  circumstances  has  annihilated  these  effects,  even  in  the  hands 
of  their  possessors,''  and  at  the  end  of  some  years  they  see  themselves 
spoiled  of  their  fortunes,  and  almost  deprived  of  the  hope  of  recovering 
funds  so  legally  due  them. 

The  pretensions  of  the  French  merchants,  possessors  of  paper 
money,  have  been  carried  too  far  in  the  last  ipemorial  which  they 
have  presented  to  CJongress.  The  underwritten  had  no  knowledge 
of  this  memorial  until  after  its  delivery.  They  there  claim  the 
reimbursement  of  the  paper  money  according  to  its  nominal  value, 
without  regarding  its  depreciation.  This  demand  is  the  less  reason- 
able as  it  would  be  too  burthensmne  to  the  finances  of  the  United 
States ;  and  as  the  French  merchants  have  no  right  to  exact  such 
considerable  benefits.  But  the  justice  of  Congress  will  perhaps 
induce  dieiQ  to  order  this  reimbursem^t  according  to  the  scale  of 
depreciation  established  several  years  smce ;  and  as  the  acts  of  the 
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deposits  made  in  die  different  consular  offices  certify,  in  an  indu- 
bitable  manner,  the  date  at  which  this  paper  has  been  received,  it 
would  be  easy  to  reduce  this  debt  to  its  just  value.  Although  this 
arraogement  would  be  of  but  little  advantage  to  the  French  merchants, 
it  would  be  the  only  way  to  satisfy  them  without  prejudice  to  the 
finances  of  Congress. 

This  assembly  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  loss  which  a  merchant 
sustains  from*  his  stock  laying  dead  for  so  many  years.  This  circum^ 
stance  alone  already  sufficed  to  overwhelm  the  possessors  of  paper 
money,  and  to  make  interest  in  their  favor,  but  the  nature  of  paper 
money  is  the  source  of  this  inconvenience,  which  neither  Congress 
nor  tlie  foreign  merchants  could  avoid.  To  diminish  these  losses  as 
much  as  possible,  and  to  give  a  new  proof  of  confidence  in  the 
operations  of  the  finances  of  the  United  States,  a  great  number  of 
French  menphants  have  placed  considerable  sums  of  paper  money  in 
the  loan  offices,  which  Congress  had  opened,  and  for  their  security 
only  received  certificates,  which  bcnre,  in  the  name  of  the  United 
States,  not  only  the  promise  of  reimbursement,  but  also  an  interest 
of  six  per  cent.  This  interest,  however  moderate  (or  a  merchant 
accustomed  to  avail  himself  of  his  whole  means,  might  have  recom- 
pensed individuals  whom  the  desire  of  contributing  towards  the 
greatest  revolution  which  has  taken  place  for  many  ages,  engaged  as 
much  as  a  momentary  advantage  to  undertake  a  new  commerce. 
But  they  would  pay  too  dear  for  this  satisfaction,  if  it  must  be 
purchased  at  the  price  of  their  fortunes  and  wel&re. 

His  Majesty  cannot  see  with  indifference  the  losses  sustained  by 
his  subjects.  He  is  not  ignorant  that  different  States  of  the  Union 
have  proposed  to  adopt  partial  measures  to  satisfy  their  own  citizens 
to  the  exclusion  of  the  French  creditors,  but  he  has  learned  with 
satts&cticHi  that  Congress  has  constantly  recommended  to  the  United 
States  to  support  the  reputatbn  they  have  acquired  by  so  many 
titles,  and  to  allow  foreigners  without  distinction  to  participate  in 
the  payment  of  loan  office  interest.  The  requisitions  which  this 
assembly  addressed  to  the  different  States  the  27th  September  last, 
still  bear  that  mark  of  justice  which  has  al^'ays  characterized  the 
measures  of  Congress.  According  to  these  requisitions  foreigners, 
possessors  of  loan-office  certificates,  should  be  treated  as  well  as  the 
Americans  themselves.  Reccmimendations  so  just  and  so  essential 
cannot  but  conciliate  more  and  more  to  this  assembly  the  friendship 
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i)f  its  allids,  the  ccmGdence  of  European  Powers,  and  die  reaipect  of 
the  citizens  of  America.  *  The  underwritten  has  been  witness  to  aU 
;the  steps  which  it  has  taken  to  give  consistency  to  its  finances.  He 
knows  that  it  is  firmly  persuaded  that  the  credit  of  the  United  States, 
their  national  importance,  and  their  consideration  in  Europe,  depend 
in  a  great  measure  on  the  punctuality  with  which  it  will  fulfil  its 
engagements;  and  that  it  has  already  perceived  that  the  actual  delays 
of  the  reimbursements  have  done  a  considerable  detriment  to  American 
commerce  by  rendering  foreigners  less  disposed  to  give  credits,  without 
which  this  commerce  cannot  subsist.  He  hopes  that  it  will  condescend 
to  reconmiend  this  subject  in  the  most  serious  manner  to  the  legislative 
assembUes,  and  that  measures,  which  after  a  long  and  expensive  war 
were  impracticable,  will  be  less  difficult  at  the  time  when  the 
enjoyments  of  the  sweets  of  peace,  and  of  an  independence  univer- 
sally acknowledged,  the  astonbhing  progress  of  population,  and  the 
flourishing  state  of  navigation  and  agriculture  have  opened  all  the 
channels  of  industry,  have  brought  back  ease  into  the  bosom  of 
families,  and  order  in  the  public  administration.  He  has  seen  too 
many  examples  of  equity  b  the  respective  States  to  think  that  diey 
wish  to  avail  themselves  of  the  inestimable  advantage  of  sovereignty, 
without  paying  attention  to  the  unfc»rtunate  situation  of  private 
foreigners  who  have  contributed  thereto  with  all  their  might,  and 
who  at  thb  instant  cannot  recollect  without  pain  the  most  memorable 
epoch  in  the  annals  of  America. 

The  underwritten  flatters  himself  with  the  hope  that  Congress  will 
condescend  to  put  it  in  his  power  to  send  to  his  Court  a  satisfactory 
answer  to  the  diflerent  subjects  which  he  takes  the  liberty  of  laying 
befc»re  tiiis  assembly.  He  b  not  ignorant  of  Uie  different  measures 
which  hb  predecessor  has  already  used,  and  he  can  only  attribute  to 
the  importance  and  the  difficulties  in  the  arrangement  of  the  finances 
the  delays  which  have  attended  these  subjects.  He  takes  the  liberty 
more  especially  of  reminding  Congress  of  the  contents  of  a  note  which 
M.  Marbob  had  the  honor  to  present  to  them  the  16th  Mdy  last,  and 
be  hopes  that  they  will  be  pleased  to'ohserve  that  thb  note,  as  well 
as  the  preceding,  have  been  constantly  delivered  by  hb  Majesty's 
order. 

OTTO. 
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FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  OTTO. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Kovember  30, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  this 
morning,  and  which  accompanied  a  note  of  the  same  date.  They 
shall  both  be  immediately  translated,  and  laid  before  Congress.  The 
importance  of  the  several  subjects  stated  in  it,  as  well  as  the  delicate 
manner  in  which  they  are  handled,  cannot  fail  to  excite  their  attention. 
I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  of  communicating  to  you  the  result  of 
thw  deliberations  on  those  interesting  afiairs,  and  I  shall  always  be 
happy  to  promote  every  measure  which  may  tend  to  evince  the  justice 
and  gratitude  of  my  country. 

With  great  esteem  and  consideration,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY, 


TBOM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  Vork,  December  19, 1785. 
'  Sir, 
I  have  the  honot  to  address  to  you  herewith  a  brevet  which  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  to  M.  de  la  Foret,  for  discharging 
with  the  United  States  m  Congress  assembled  the  functions  of  Vice 
Consul  General,  and  those  of  Vice  Consul  in  the  States  of  Pennsyl- 
tania  and  Delaware.  These  two  employments  have  been  united 
through  the  Supposition  that  Congress  would  establish  its  residence 
on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware.  But  the  abode  of  this  assembly  at 
New  Yoric  has  induced  M.  de  Marbois  to  demand  further  orders  from 
die  Coun.  The  Minister  has  answered  that  the  functions  of  the 
Vice  Consulship  of  Philadelphia  having  already  been  exercised  by 
the  younger  brother  of  M.  Marbois,  when  the  removal  of  Congress 
hftd  led  thb  Consul  General  to  New  Yoric,  there  was  no  inconvenience 
ia  leaving  the  brevet  to  subsist  as  it  was,  and  to  acknowledge  M.  de 
la  Foret  in  quality  of  Vice  Consul  General  with  Congress.  This 
circumstance,  sir,  has  deferred  for  four  months  tlie  presenting  of  the 
brevet  which  I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you.    I  request  that  ytm 
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will  be  pleased  to  have  it  agreed  to  by  this  assembly,  and  send  me  tlie 
resolutions  customary  in  similar  cases. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c«, 

OTTO. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE    SIEUR  DE   LA   FORiT. 

New  York,  January  10, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  of  returning  to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  the  brevet 
appcHnting  you  Vice  Consul  General  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
in  the  United  States,  and  on  which  Congress  were  pleased,  the  6tb 
instant,  to  pass  an  act,  of  which  a  certi6ed  copy  b  also  enclosed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal,  January  6th,  1786. 

On  a  report  of  the  Secretary  to  the  United  States  of  America  for 
the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  his  letter  of 
the  29th  December,  enclosing  a  letter  of  the  1 9th  of  that  month 
from  the  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  France,  with  a  brevet  of  the  22d  day 
of  June,  1785,  appointing  the  Sieur  de  la  Foret  Vice  Consul  of 
France  for  the  United  States, 

Whereas  the  Sieur  de  la  Foret  has  presented  to  Congress  a  brevet 
from  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  bearing  date  22d  day  of  June,  1785, 
appointing  him  Vice  Consul  General  in  the  United  States : 

Resohedy  That  the  Sieur  de  la  For^t  be,  and  he  hereby  b,  received 
and  recognized  as  the  Vice  Consul  General  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty  in  the  United  States,  and  that  the  said  brevet  be  registered 
in  the  Secretary's  office. 

Resolved,  That  all  the  privileges,  preeminences,  and  authority 
belonging  to  said  character  and  quality  are  due  to  Sieur  de  la  Foret, 
and  shall  be  enjoyed  by  him. 

Ordered,  That  a  certified  copy  c^  the  above  resolutions  be  trans- 
mitted, by  the  Secretary  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  the 
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DqxutmeDt  of  Foreign  Affiurs,  to  the  said  Sieur  de  la  Foi^t,  and 
also  to  the  Executive  of  each  of  the  States,  for  their  information. 


^         rROM  THS   SIEUR  DE   LA  FORET  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  January  11, 1786. 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  advise  you  of  the  receipt  of  the  letter  which 
you  wrote  to  me  yesterday,  on  returning  my  commission,  and  the 
resolutions  of  Congress  respecting  the  acknowledgment  of  my  char- 
acter.    I  beg  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  my  thanks. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

DE  LA  FORfiT. 
0     — 

FHOM  JOHN  JAY  TO  MONSIEUR  OTTO. 

OAoe  §or  Foreign  Afiain,  March  6, 1786. 
Sir, 
Various  considerations,  arising  from  the  local  and  other  circum- 
stances of  die  United  States,  induce  me  to  think  that  the  fourth  and 
fi^  articles  in  the  proposed  conventbn  for  regulating  the  mtercourse 
between  the  Post  Offices  of  France  and  the  United  States,  wiU  not 
be  expedient.  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosmg  a  plan  which,  being 
less  complicated,  would,  in  my  opinion,  be  more  easily  executed. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  confer  with  you  on  this  subj^t  when- 
ever it  may  be  convenient  to  you,  for  it  is  my  wish  that  this  and  every 
other  measure  interestbg  to  both  countries  may  be  so  concerted  and 
conducted  as  to  promise  the  most  satisfaction  to  each. 
I  have  the  honcNr  to  be,  bCy 

JOHN  JAY. 


Plan  of  ▲  Convention  between  the  Post  Office  of  France  and 
that  qf  the  United  Statee  of  America^  for  regtdating  their  mutual 
wtercourse  and  correspondence. 
Ifis  most  Christian  Miyesty  havbg  authorized  ,  the  Director 
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of  the  Post  Office  of  France,  and  the  United  States  having  audiorisecl 
Ebenezer  Hazard,  E^q.,  their  Postmast^  General,  to  fbnn  and 
conclude  such  convention,  they  have  accordingly  agreed  upon  the 
following  articles,  viz : 

1st.  There  shall  be  maintained,  on  both  sides,  a  good,  constant, 
and  mutual  correspondence  for  the  transmission,  reception,  and  distri- 
bution of  letters,  despatches,  and  packets. 

2d.  All  imposts,  postage,  and  charges  which  may  be  due  on  letters 
passing  fix>m  the  Post  Offices  of  France  to  those  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  paid  in  France;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  all  letters  passing 
fixHn  the  Post  Offices  of  the  United  States  to  those  of  France,  shaU 
be  paid  in  the  United  States :  That  is  to  say,  no  French  dr  other 
postage  due  on  letters  coming  from  that  Kingdom  to  the  United  States, 
shall  be  demanded  or  received  in  the  United  States,  nor  any  American 
postage,  due  on  letters  going  finom  the  United  States  to  France,  shall 
tiiere  be  demanded  or  received.  The  packet  postage  on  letters 
passing  by  packets  to  or  from  France  and  the  United  States,  to  belong 
to  the  sovereign  whose  packet  shall  carry  suoh  letters. 

3d.  And  as  his  most  Christian  Majesty  has,  in  order  to  promote 
and  facilitate  the  intercourse  and  oorrespondence  between  the  two 
countries,  been  pleased  to  establish  packets  at  L' Orient,  which  sail 
once  a  month  from  that  place  to  Mew  York,  it  is  agreed  that  all 
letters  intended  to  be  transmitted  from  L'Orient  to  New  York  by  the 
said  packets,  shall  be  put  up  into  a  mail  by  the  Post  Office  at  L'OrieDt^ 
which  mail,  sealed  with  the  known  and  acknowledged  seal  of  diat 
Post  Office,  and  directed  to  the  Post  Office  at  New  Ycnrk,  shall,  oo 
its  arrival  at  New  York,  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  said  Post 
Office,  where  the  same  shall  be  opened  by  the  Postmaster,  in  the 
presence  of  the  Consul  ot  Vice  Consul  of  France  there  residing,  or 
of  the  French  agent  for  the  said  packets,  and  all  such  letters  as  may 
be  found  therein  franked  by  the  French  Ministers,  or  either  of  the 
great  Departments,  shall  be  immediately  delivered  to  the  said  Consul, 
Vice  Consul,  or  agent,  to  be  forwarded  and  transmitted  in  such  manner 
as  he  or  they  may  think  proper.  And  fiirther,  that  whenever,  and  as 
often  as  the  Postmaster  at  New  York  shall  receive  from  a  captain  of 
one  of  the  said  packets  a  mail  so  put  up  and  directed,  and  bekiig  in 
good  order,  he  shall  give  to  the  said  captain  a  receipt  for  die  same, 
mentioning  therein  the  name  of  the  captain  and  packet  who  brought 
it,  the  time  when  recdved,  and  that  the  same  was  in  good  order. 
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4tfa.  That  all  letters  intended  to  be  transmitted  fixsm  New  York 
by  .one  of  said  packets  to  L'Orient,  shall  be  put  up  into  a  mail  by 
the  Post  Office  at  New  York,  which  mail,  sealed  with  the  known 
and  acknowledged  seal  of  the  said  office,  and  directed  to  the  Post 
Office  at  L'Orient,  shall,  at  the  stated  times  appointed  for  the  sailing 
of  a  packet,  be  delivered  by  the  said  Postmaster  to  the  captain 
thereof,  who  shall  thereupon  give  him  a  receipt  for  the  same ;  speci* 
fying  when  he  received  it  and  that  it  was  in  good  order. 

&th.  That  whenever  one  of  the  said  mails  shall  arrive  at  L'Orient, 
and  be  delivered  to  the  Postmaster  there,  it  shall  be  opened  in  the 
pfesence  of  the  Consul,  Vice  Consul,  or  Agent  of  the  United  States, 
there  residing,  to  whom  all  such  letters  found  therein  as  may  be 
franked  by  the  President  of  Congress  or  either  of  the  Ministers  of 
the  great  departments,  shall  be  immediately  delivered,  and  they  shall 
be  forwarded  and  dtmsmitted  in  any  manner  that  the  said  Consul, 
Vice  Consul,  or  agent  may  thmk  proper.  But  they,  or  such  one  of 
them,  to  whom  the  said  letters  shall  be  so  delivered,  shall,  without 
delay,  give  a  proper  receipt  for  the  same  to  the  Post  Office. 

6th.  The  Director  of  the  Post  Office  at  L'Orient  and  the  Post- 
master at  New  York  shall,  with  every  mail,  send  each  other  a  letter 
of  advice,  specifying  the  number  of  letters  enclosed  in  it,  which  said 
letters  shall  be  counted  on  the  opening  of  the  mail,  to  determine 
whether  the  number  received  be  the  same  with  the  number  sent. 


FBOM  MOKSISUB  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation.  ^ 

New  York,  April  18, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you,  herewith,  a  note  which  I 
request  you  to  lay  before  Congress.  It  is  in  consequence  of  the 
pressing  orders  which  I  have  received  by  the  last  packet.  I  make 
no  doubt  but  that  the  importance  of  the  objects  it  contains  will 
induce  you  to  propose  to  tliat  assembly  to  take  tliem  into  considera- 
tion as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c., 

OTTO. 
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Translation. 

New  York,  April  18, 1786. 

The  undersigned.  Charge  d'Affiures  of  France,  has  received 
express  orders  to  remind  Ck>ngress  that  a  convention  relatbg  to  the 
functions  of  the  respective  Ck>nsuls,  was  signed  between  his  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  on  the  29th  July,  1784,  and  that  the  ratifi- 
cations have  not,  as  yet,  been  exchanged.  The  Kbg  being  desirous 
that  this  formality  should  be  no  longer  deferred,  on  account  of  the 
inconveniences  resulting  torn  the  delay  it  has  met  with,  requests 
that  Congress  will  send  their  ratification  to  Mr.  Jeflferson  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  be  exchanged  for  that  of  his  Majesty. 

The  undersigned  takes  the  liberty  to  observe  that  there  has  not, 
as  yet,  been  any  answer  returned  to  the  memorial  which  he  had  the 
honor  to  present  to  Congress  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  the  30th 
of  November  last,  of  the  contents  of  which  he  has  received  orders 
to  remind  thb  assembly* 

OTTO. 


REPORT   or   8ECRBTABT  JAY,  RKLATIVC  TO  ▲  MOTION   OF  THE   HON. 
W.  PINCKNET,  Ac. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  March  9, 1786. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  motion  of  the  Hon.  W.  Pinckney, 
in  the  words  following,  viz:  "That  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
*'  Affairs  be  directed  to  inform  tlie  Charg^  d' Affaires  of  France 

<  that  Congress  have  received  his  late  memorial.     That  the  subject 

<  thereof  is  under  their  consideration,  and  that  they  will  use  every 

*  endeavor  in  their  power  to  comply  fully  with  tlieir  public  engage- 

*  ments ;"  reports, 

That,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  always  be  more  proper  to  convej 
what  Congress  may  think  proper  to  communicate  to  a  foreign  sover- 
eign through  their  own  Minister  at  hb  Court,  than  through  his 
Minister  residing  at  theirs.  Wherefore  your  Secretary  thinks  that  a 
copy  of  the  memorial  in  question  should  be  sent  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 
with  orders  to  assure  his  most  Christian  Majesty  that  Congress  are 
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ushig  their  utmost  endearors  to  Ailfil  all  their  engagements ;  and  that 
although  they  regard  all  the  public  creditors  with  an  equal  eye,  yet 
as  they  find  themselves  particularly  called  upon  by  gratitude,  as  well 
as  by  justice,  to  convince  his  Majesty  of  their  regard  for  both,  they 
are  determined  to  make  the  stipulated  payments  with  as  much  punc- 
tuality and  as  little  delay  as  circumstances  not  in  their  power  to 
control  may  permit. 

Your  Secretary  also  thinks  it  would  be  well  to  permit  him  to 
acquaint  M.  Otto  with  the  substance  of  the  above  instruction,  that 
he  may  be  relieved  fix)m  the  anxiety  which  the  apparent  silence  of 
Congress  on  the  subject  would  naturally  give  him. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


THE  SCHEME  OF  A  CONVENTION  BETWEEN  HIS  MOST  CHRISTIAN 
MAJESTY  AND  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  NORTH  AMERICA,  FOR 
DEFINUfG  AND  REGULATING  THE  FUNCTIONS  AND  PRIVILEGES  OF 
CONSULS,    VICE    CONSULS,    AGENTS,    AND    COMMISSARIES. 

The  most  Christian  King  and  the  United  States  of  North  America 
having,  by  the  29th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
conduded  between  them,  granted  mutually  the  liberty  of  having 
each  in  the  ports  of  tlie  other  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  and 
Commissaries,  and  being  willing,  in  cbnsequence  thereof,  to  determine 
and  fix  in  a  reciprocal  and  permanent  manner  the  functions  and 
prerogatives  of  the  said  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commis- 
saries respectively,  have  agreed  as  follows : 

Article  I,  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Consuls  of  his  most 
Clmstian  Majesty  to  present  their  commissions  in  the  first  instance 
to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  by  whom  an  act  shall 
be  made  recognizing  them  as  such.  This  kct  shall  be  delivered  by 
the  Consuls  to  the  supreme  Executive  power  of  the  State  or  States 
to  which  they  may  be  sent.  Two  copies  of  the  exequatur,  that  is, 
a  public  notification  of  the  quality  of  the  Consuls,  shall  thereupon 
issue  bom  the  supreme  Executive  power,  without  fees  or  perquisites 
of  oflke,  and  to  be  retained  by  the  Consuls  ;  the  other  to  be  published 
in  one  or  more  gazettes.     This  being  done>  the  preeminences. 
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authority,  and  privileges  stipulatod  in  ^is  convention  shall  be  allowed 
to  them  in  all  places,  before  all  tribunals,  and  by  all  persons. 

Article  II.  The  Consuls  of  bis  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  of 
the  United  States,  may  appoint  any  number  of  Vice  Consuls  within 
their  respective  departments.  Upon  the  notification  of  their  appoint- 
ment by  the  Consuls  to  the  supreme  Elxecutive  power  of  the  State 
to  which  they  may  be  sent,  the  exequatur  shall  be  applied  for,  and 
delivered  by  the  several  States  to  them,  in  the  same  manner  as  to 
the  Consuls,  and  thereupon  all  the  preeminences,  authority  and 
privileges  stipulated  in  this  convention  in  favor  of  Vice  Consuls  shall 
be  allowed  in  all  places,  before  all  tribunals,  and  by  all  persons. 

Article  III.  Consub  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  be  sul]jects  or 
citizens  of  the  Power  appointing  diem,  and  interdicted  from  all 
traffic  or  commerce  for  their  own  or  others'  benefit. 

Article  IV.  Consuls  may  also  appoint  any  number  of  agents 
within  their  departments,  who  may  be  of  their  own  nation  or  not, 
at  pleasure.  They  shall  receive  a  commbsion  from  the  Consul 
appointing.  They  shall  not  assume  any  preeminence,  authority,  or 
privilege  herein  granted  to  Consub  or  Vice  Consub,  nor  exact  any 
fees  or  reward  under  any  pretence  whatever.  But  they  shall  confine 
themselves  wholly  to  the  assistance  of  merchants,  mariners,  and 
vessels,  and  giving  information  i*especting  them  to  the  nearest  Consul 
or  Vice  Consul. 

Article  V.  There  may  be  attached  to  the  Consulate,  at  the  will 
of  the  Consuls,  within  their  department,  any  number  of  persons. 
Neither  the  papers  nor  houses  of  Constib  or  Vice  Consuls  shall  be 
searched.  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  enjoy  full  and  entire 
immunities  for  their  persons,  and  be  exempt  from  personal  service, 
public  offices,  finding  quarters  for  soldiei^,  militia  duty,  watch  ward, 
guardianship,  attorneyship,  committeeship,  and  from  all  duties,  taxes, 
aiid  imposts  whatsoever  on  moveable  property ;  but  shall  be  liable 
in  respect  of  real  and  landed  property  in  tlie  same  manner  as  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  tlie  country.  The  arms  of  hb  most  Chrbtian 
Majesty  or  of  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  be  placed 
upon  tlie  outer  door  o(  their  house,  and  bebg  so  placed  shall  entitle 
the  house  to  tlie  exemptions  aforesaid.  But  no  asylum  shall  be 
thereby  obtained  for  malefactors  or  criminab,  who  shall  be  delivered 
up  immediately  on  demand.  The  same  privileges  and  immunities 
a$  those  grantpd  in  thb  fifth  article  to  Consub  and  Vice  Consub 
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shall  be  granted  to  persons  attached  to  the  Consulate,  and  living 
under  the  same  roof  with  the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  provided 
approbation  shall  be  given  of  their  number  and  appointment  by  the 
supreme  Executive  power  of  the  State  to  which  they  may  belong. 

Artici«e  VL  Consuls,  and  Vice  Consuls  in  places  where  there 
are  no  Consuls,  may  have  a  chapel  in  their  house  for  the  celebration 
of  divine  service  accordmg  to  their  religious  profession.  And  his 
most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  shall  cause  particular, 
care  to  be  taken  that  no  obstacle  or  hindrance  be  thrown  in  the  way 
of  the  funeral  obsequies  or  ceremonies  observed  towards  the  deceased 
of  either  nation. 

Article  VU.  In  all  cases  in  which  it  may  be  necessary  that  the 
Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls  should  perform  any  judicial  or  official  act, 
the  public  bodies  or  the  persons  m  public  authority  who  shall  require 
such  act,  shall  either  inform  them  thereof  in  writing  or  send  a  military 
(X  civil  officer  with  a  verbal  message  respecting  it.  And  the  Consuls 
or  Vice  Consuls  shall,  on  their  part,  readily  and  bona  fide  do  what- 
soever may  be  demanded  of  them  on  these  occasions. 

Article  VIII.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respectively, 
may  establish  a  chancery,  as  a  depo»tory  of  the  consular  acts  and 
deliberations,  of  effects  left  by  the  dead  or  saved  fiom  shipwreck,  of 
testaments,  obligations,  contracts,  and  all  other  acts  or  things  done 
by  or  between  people  of  their  nation.  They  may  appoint  the  officers 
of  the  chancery,  administer  to  them  an  oath  of  office,  entrust  to  them 
the  keeping  of  the  seal,  and  the  right  of  affixing  the  same  to  com- 
missions, judgments,  and  other  consular  acts,  and  empower  them  to 
discharge  the  functions  of  notaries  and  registers. 

Article  IX.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  shall 
have  the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  in  their  chancery,  or  on  board 
of  vessels  of  their  nation,  all  the  declarations  and  other  acts  which 
the  captains,  masters,  seamen,  passengers,  or  merchants  of  their 
nation  shall  think  proper  to  make  or  lodge  therein ;  and  last  wills 
and  testaments^  and  copies  of  any  acts  duly  authenticated  by  the 
Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  and  under  the  seal  of  their  consulate,  shall 
recrive  full  faith  and  credit  in  all  courts  of  justice,  as  well  in  France 
as  in  the  United  States.  They  shall  also  have  the  exclusive  right  of 
inveotoring  the  eSEdcts  of  those  of  their  nation  who  may  die  within 
their  consulate,  liquidating  their  accounts,  and  selling  their  moveable 
property.    They  shall  call  to  their  assistance  in  this  business  two 
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merchants  of  their  own  nation,  and  of  their  own  chcMce,  and  cause 
to  be  deposited  in  the  chancery  the  effects  and  papers  of  the  deceased 
of  their  own  nation,  without  being  interrupted  therein  by  any  oflScer, 
military,  judicial,  or  of  the  police.  But  neither  the  Consuk  nor 
Vice  Consub  shall  deliver  the  effects  of  the  deceased,  or  the  produce 
of  the  sales,  over  to  the  heir  or  lawful  successor,  or  his  representative 
or  attorney,  until  all  the  debts  which  the  deceased  shall  have  con- 
tracted by  judgment,  act,  or  bill,  shall  be  discharged.  The  signature 
or  hand-writing  and  genuineness  thereof  being  6rst  cc^fied  by  two 
merchants  of  the  same  nation  with  the  deceased,  and  of  reputation. 
In  all  other  cases  payment  of  no  debt  shall  be  made  unless  the 
creditor  shall  first  enter  into  a  bond,  with  one  sufficient  surety  at 
least,  who  is  a  resident  on  the  spot,  for  the  rejtum  of  all  moneys 
unduly  received,  as  well  the  principal  as  mterest  and  costs.  The 
surety  shall  not  be  bound  beyond  one  year  in  time  of  peace,  and  two 
years  in  time  of  war.  If,  however,  within  those  terms,  the  creditor 
shall  call  upon  the  lawful  representative  or  successor  to  the  property 
of  the  deceased,  by  a  proper  legal  process,  and  prove  his  title  to  the 
money  so  received,  the  surety  shall  stand  discharged. 

Article  X.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  shall 
receive  the  declarations,*  conitdats,  or  other  consular  acts,  of  all 
captains  and  masters  of  their  respective  nations,  for  damages  received 
at  sea,  by  leakage  or  the  throwing  of  goods  overboard.  And  all 
cansulatSf  or  other  consular  acts,  made  by  them  in  foreign  ports  for 
accidents  during  the  voyage,  shall  be  lodged  in  the  chancery  afore- 
said. If  a  subject  of  France  and  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  be 
jointly  interested  in  the  cargo,  the  damage  shall  be  settled  by  the 
tribunals  of  the  country,  not  by  the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls.  But 
where  subjects  or  citizens  of  their  own  nation  are  alone  interested, 
the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  then  choose  experienced  persons  of 
their  respective  nations,  to  settle  the  same. 

Article  XI.  In  every  case  of  a  wreck,  the  nearest  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  may  exerciso  his  discretion  in  saving  the  vessel  wrecked, 
with  her  cargo  and  appurtenances,  and  in  storing  and  securing  what 
is  saved ;  and  may  also  take  an  inventory  thereof.  In  this  business, 
no  officers  of  the  customs,  of  justice,  of  the  police,  or  naval  officer, 
shall  interfere,  but  upon  application  made  to  them  for  their  assistance ; 
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in  which  case  they  shall  exert  themselves  in  the  most  effectual  manner. 
To  prevent  all  clashing  of  jurisdictions  in  case  of  shipwreck,  it  is 
agreed)  that  where  there  shall  be  no  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  or  they 
may  be  more  distant  from  the  place  of  the  accident  than  the  judge 
of  the  country  having  authority  in  such  cases,  this  judge  shall  imme- 
diately proceed  to  the  exercise  of  his  authority  according  to  law ;  but 
shall  retire  upon  the  coming  of  a  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  into  whose 
hands  he  shall  put  the  whole  business,  rendering  an  account  of  his 
transactions,  and  receiving  from  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  reim- 
bursements for  all  expenses.  Whatsoever  is  saved  shall  be  lodged 
in  the  nearest  custom-house  or  naval  office;  or  where  there  is  no 
cuBtom-house  or  naval  office,  in  the  nearest  place  of  security,  with 
an  inventory,  prepared  by  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  or,  in  their 
absence,  by  the  judge  of  the  country  as  af(»resaid.  Upon  the  order 
of  the  nearest  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  and  without  any  fees  or 
perquisites  for  storage,  when  lodged  in  public  stores,  the  owner  may 
reclaim  the  property  so  saved,  m  person  or  by  attorney,  and  may 
either  reexport  the  same,  free  from  all  duties  of  exportation,  or  sell 
it  in  the  country,  if  goods  of  such  a  quality  be  not  prohibited.  In 
this  latter  case,  of  a  sale  of  unprohibited  goods,  there  shall  be  an 
abatement  of  the  duties  on  importation  in  proportion  to  the  damages 
sustained  by  the  shipwreck,  to  be  determined  by  the  account  taken 
by  the  Consul,  Vice  Consul,  or  judge  of  the  country,  or  any  other 
competent  officer  at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

Abticle  XII.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  have,  on 
board  of  the  vessels  of  their  respective  nations,  all  power  and  juris- 
diction in  matters  of  a  civil  nature.  They  shall  have  the  power  of 
causing  the  laws,  regulations,  nnd  ordinances  of  their  respective 
aatioos  concerning  navigation,  to  be  observed  on  board  of  their  said 
veasela.  For  this  purpose,  they  shall  freely,  and  without  any  mdesta^ 
tioo  or  hindrance  from  any  officer  or  o^&c  person,  visit  the  said  vesseb. 
Th^  may  cause  to  be  arrested  and  sequestered,  every  vessel  carrying 
tfie  flag  of  their  respective  nations,  and  even  send  them  back  to 
France  or  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  as  well  as  arrest 
any  captain,  master,  seaman,  or  passenger,  of  their  respective  nations* 
They  may  cause  to  be  arrested  and  detained  in  the  country,  sailors 
and  deserters  of  their  respective  nations,  or  cause  them  to  be  trans-^ 
ported  therefrom.  It  shall  be  a  sufficient  evidence  of  the  sailors  and 
deserters  belonging  to  their  respective  nations,  if  their  names  appeal 
Vol-  L— 14 
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in  the  register  of  the  vessel,  or  the  roU  of  their  crew.  Procrf  bein|^ 
thus  made  concerning  sailors  and  deserters,  all  tribunals,  judges,  and 
officers  whatsoever,  shall  be  interdicted  and  disabled  from  taking 
cognizance  in  any  manner  of  complaints  exhibited  by  such  sailors  or 
deserters.  But  they  shall  be  delivered  up  to  an  order  signed  by  the 
Gonsub  or  Vice  Ck>nsuls,  without  being  detained,  engaged,  or  with* 
drawn  in  any  manner.  That  these  powers,  vested  in  Consub  and 
Vice  Consuls,  may  be  completely  executed,  all  persons  in  authority 
shall  assist  them  ;  and  upon  a  simple  requisition  made  by  the  Consuls 
or  Vice  Consuls  in  writing,  shall  cause  to  be  kept  in  prison,  at  the 
disposal  and  cost  of  the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  the  sailors  and 
deserters  so  arrested,  until  an  opportunity  shall  be  presented  of 
sending  them  out  of  the  country. 

Article  XIIL  All  offences  committed  in  France,  by  a  citiz«i 
of  the  United  States,  against  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty, 
shall  be  inquired  into  and  punished  according  to  the  laws  of  France ; 
and  those  committed  in  any  one  of  the  United  States,  by  a  subject 
of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  against  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
sliall  be  inquired  into  and  punished  according  to  the  laws  of  such 
State ;  but  offences  committed  in  France,  by  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  against  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  committed  in  any 
one  of  tlie  United  States,  by  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty, 
against  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  shall  be  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consub  of  France  or  of 
the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Article  XIV.  All  differences  and  dbputes  between  the  subjects 
of  hb  most  Christian  Majesty  in  the  United  States,  or  between  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  France,  and  all  differences  and 
dbputes  concerning  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  one  party  being  resident  in  France  or  ebewhere, 
and  anotlier  in  the  United  States,  or  between  the  citizens  .^  of  die 
United  States,  one  party  being  resident  in  the  United  States  €X 
elsewhere,  and  another  in  France,  shall  be  heard,  tried,  and  decided 
on  by  the  Consub  or  Vice  Consuls  of  their  respective  nations,  either 
by  referring  the  same  to  arbitration,  or  by  making  a  decree  summarily, 
and  without  costs.  No  officer,  civil  or  military,  shall  intermeddle  or 
interpose  herein  in  any  respect.  Appeals  shall  be  carried  to  such 
courts  as  have  been,  or  may  be  appointed  by  his  most  Christian 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  respectively.     No  disputes  or  differ- 
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eoces  between  a  subject  of  his  roost  Christian  Majesty  and  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  detennined  or  taken  up  in  any  manner 
by  the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  but  shall  be  decided  by  the  courts 
of  the  country  in  which  the  defendant  shall  be  found. 

Abticus  Xy«  The  advantages  to  commerce  having  caused  the 
erection  of  certain  tribunals  in  France,  and  particular  forms  for  the 
speedy  determination  of  commercial  matters,  the  merchants  of  the 
United  States  shall  enjoy  the  benefits  of  those  establishments  in 
France ;  and  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  will  recom* 
mend  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  to  establish  equal 
advantages  in  the  speedy  decision  of  causes  in  favor  of  Frencli 
merchants  in  matters  of  the  same  nature. 

Abticle  XVI.  The  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  be  exempt  from  all  persmial 
services  in  the  place  of  their  residence,  either  in  France  or  the  United 
States  as  ^e  case  may  be.  Whensoever  any  person  in  France  or 
the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  claim  any  privilege  or 
exemption  as  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  or  of  the  United 
States,  before  any  judge,  tribunal,  or  officer  whatsoever,  a  certificate 
of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  of  the  dbtrict  containing  his  name, 
surname,  and  the  place  of  his  residence,  and  the  affidavit  of  the 
person  claimmg  such  privilege  or  exemption  that  he  is  a  subject  of 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  or  of  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may 
be,  shjBdl  be  sufficient  evidence  thereof  unless  the  contrary  shall 
manifestly  appear. 

Abticus  XVII.  Conformably  to  the  3d  and  4tb  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  hb  most  Christian  Majesty 
and  the  United  States,  if  any  other  nation,  by  virtue  of  any  convention 
whatsoever,  shall  receive  greater  indulgence  either  in  France  or  in 
the  United  States,  with  regard  to  consular  powers,  privileges,  or 
authority,  the  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commissaries  of 
France  and  of  the  United  States,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall  participate 
therein* 

0 
CONVENTION  BETWEEN  HIS  MOST  CHBISTIAN  HAJESTT  AND  THE 
THIBTEEN  UNITED  STATES  OF  NOBTH  AMEBICA,  FOB  THE  PUBPOSE 
OF  DETEBBONING  AND  FIXING  THE  FUNCTIONS  AND  PBEBOGATIVES 
OF  THEIB  BESPECrrVE  CONSULS,  VICE  CONSULS^  AGENTS,  AND 
COMMISSABIES. 

His  Majesty  the  most  Christian  King;  and  the  thirteen  United 
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States  of  North  America  baying,  hj  the  29th  article  of  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  conckided  between  them,  mutually  granted  the 
liberty  of  having,  in  their  respectiye  States  and  ports,  Consuls,  Vice 
Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commissaries,  and  being  willing  in  consequenod 
thereof  to  determine  and  ix,  in  a  reciprocal  and  permanent  manner, 
Amotions  and  prerogatives  of  the  said  Ccmsuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents, 
and  Commissaries,  his  most  Christian  Majesty  has  nominated  the 
Sieur  Charles  Ghravier,  Count  of  Vergennes,  Baron  of  Wdferding, 
be,  Counsellor  of  the  King  in  all  his  Councils,  Commander  of  his 
Orders,  head  of  the  Royal  Council  of  Finances,  Counsellor  of  the 
state  of  the  Sword,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State,  and  of  hia 
Commands  and  Fmances;  and  the  United  States,  the  Sieur 
Benjamin  Franklin,  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  who,  after  having  communicated, to  each  other 
their  respective  full  powers,  agreed  upon  what  follows  : 

Article  I.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  nominated  by  hit 
most  Christian  Majesty  hnd  the  United  States,  shall  be  bound  to 
present  their  commissions  on  their  arrival  in  the  respective  States, 
according  to  the  form  which  shall  be  there  established.  Th^e  shall 
be  delivered  to  them  without  any  charges  the  exequatur  necessary 
for  the  exercise  of  their  functions ;  and  on  the  exhibition  they  shall 
make  of  the  said  exequatur,  the  governors,  conmianders,  heads  of 
justice,  public  bodies,  tribunals,  and  other  officers  having  auth(mty  in 
the  ports  and  places  of  their  consulates,  shall  cause  them  to  enjoy  as 
soon  as  jpossible  and  without  difficulty  the  preeminences,  authcuriiy, 
~  and  privileges  Qdciprocally  granted,  without  exacting  from  the  said 
Consub  and  Vice  Consuls  any  duty  under  any  pretext  whatevar^ 

Article  II.  The  respective  Consuls  shall  have  power  to  establirii 
Vice  Consuls  in  the  diflferent  ports  and  places  of  their  departments 
where  necessity  shall  require.  Tliere  shall  be  delivered  to  them 
likewise  the  exequatur  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  their  (unetioiis  ia 
the  form  pointed  out  by  the  preceding  article,  and  on  the  eadiibitbQ 
which  they  shall  make  of  the  said  exequatur,  they  shall  be  admitted 
and  acknowledged  in  the  terms  and  according  to  the  powers, 
authority,  and  privileges  stipulated  by  the  1st,  4th,  and  5th  artidee 
of  the  present  convention. 

Article  III.  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  may 
establish  agents  in  the  different  ports  and  places  of  their  departments 
where  necessity  shall  require.  These  agents  may  be  chosen  among 
the  m^rchantSy  either  national  or  fi)reign,  and  furnished  with  a 
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(tommisaion  from  cme  of  the  said  Consuls.  It  shall  be  their  basiness^ 
fOBpectiTely,  to  render  to  their  respective  mochants,  navigators,  and 
resseis  all  possible  service,  and  to  mfi^m  the  nearest  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul  of  the  wants  of  the  said  merchants,  navigators,  and  vessels, 
without  the  said  agents  otherwise  participating  in  the  immunities, 
rij^,  and  privileges  attributed  to  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls, 
and  without  power  to  exact  from  the  said  merchants  any  duty  or 
emoiument  whatever  under  any  pretext  whatsoever. 

Articub  IV.  The  Coosuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  the  officers  of  Ae 
consulate,  and  in  general  all  persons  attached  to  the  consular  function 
Aall  enjoy,  respectively,  a  full  and  entire  immunity  for  their  persons, 
tfaw  papers,  and  their  houses*  The  list  of  the  said  persons  shall  be 
ai^iroved  and  inspected  l^*  the  executive  power  of  the  place  of  their 
lesideiice* 

They  shall  be  exempt  from  aU  personal  service  and  public  offipes, 
fiom  soldt^rs'  billets,  militia,  watchguard,  guardiamhipy  and  truBtee* 
ikipf  as  well  as  from  all  duties,  taxes,  impositions,  and  charges 
whatsoev^,  except  the  reed  eetates  of  which  they  may  be  proprietors, 
which  shall  be  subject  to  the  taxes  imposed  on  the  estates  of  all  other 
individuals. 

They  shall  place  over  the  outward  door  of  their  house  the  arms  of 
their  sovereign  without;  that  this  mark  of  distinction  shall  give  to  th« 
said  house  the  right  of  asylum  [or  any  malefactor  or  .criminal,  so  that 
ia  case  it  should  happen  that  any  malefactor  or  crimmal  takes  refoge 
there,  he  diaU  instantly  be  ddiv^red  up  on  the  first  requisition  and 
without  difficulty. 

Abtici^k  V.  Generally  in  aQ  cases  whatever  which  concern  the 
fcXke  or  administration  of  justice,  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  have 
t  juridical  declaration  from  the  siud  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls, 
respectively,  the  governors,  commandants,  chief  justice,  public 
bodies,  tribunals,  or  other  officers  whatever  of  their  respective 
residence  there  having  authority,  shall  be  bound  to  infcmn  them  of 
it  by  writing  to  them,  or  sending  to  them  a  military  or  citil  officer 
to  let  them  know  either  the  object  which  is  proposed,  or  the  necessity 
there  b  for  going  to  them  to  demand  from  them  this  declaration ;  and 
the  said  Consuls  md  Vice  Consuls  shall  be  bound  on  their  part  to 
eomply  faithfully  with  what  shall  be  desired  of  them  on  these 
occasions. 
Abticlb  VL  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consub,  respectively,  may 
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establish  a  chancery,  where  shall  be  deposited  the  consular  acts  and 
deliberations,  all  effects  left  by  deceased  persons,  or  saved  from 
shipwreck,  as  well  as  testaments,  obligations,  contracts,  and  m  general 
all  the  acts  and  proceedings  done  between  or  by  persons  of  their 
nation. 

They  'may  in  consequence  appoint  for  the  business  of  the  said 
chancery  capable  persons,  receive  them,  admmister  an  oath  to  them, 
give  to  them  the  keeping  of  the  seal,  and  the  right  of  sealing  com- 
missions, judgments,  and  other  acts  of  the  consulate,  as  well  as  there 
to  discharge  the  functions  of  notaries  and  registers. 

Article  VII.  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  respectively,  shall 
have  the  exclusive  right  of  receiving  in  their  chancery,  or  on  board 
of  vessels,  the  declarations  and  all  the  other  acts  which  the  captams, 
roasters,  seamen,  passengers,  and  merchants  of  their  nation  would 
make  there,  even  their  testaments,  and  other  dispositions  of  last  will ; 
and  the  copies  of  the  said  acts,  duly  authenticated  by  the  said  Consuls 
or  Vice  Consuls,  and  under  the  seal  of  their  consulate,  shall  receive 
faith  in  law  in  all  the  tribunals  of  France  and  the  United  States. 

They  shall  have,  also,  and  exclusively,  the  right  to  inventory, 
liquidate,  and  proceed  to  the  sale  of  tlie  moveable  effects  of  the 
estates  left  by  subjects  of  their  nation  who  shall  die  within  the  extent 
of  their  consulate.  They  shall  proceed  therein  with  the  Kssistance 
of  two  merchants  of  their  said  nation,  of  their  own  choosing,  and 
sliall  deposit  in  their  chancery  the  effects  and  papers  of  the  said 
estates ;  and  no  officer,  military  or  civil,  or  of  the  police  of  the 
country,  shall  trouble  them,  or  interfere  therein,  in  any  manner  what- 
soever. But  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  not  deliver 
up  the  same  and  their  product  to  the  lawful  heirs  or  their  attomeysy 
until  they  shall  have  discharged  all  the  debts  which  the  deceased 
shall  have  contracted  in  the  country,  by  judgment,  by  acts,  or  by 
notes,  the  writing  and  signing  of  which  shall  be  known  and  certified 
by  two  principal  merchants  of  the  nation  of  the  said  deceased ;  and 
in  all  other  cases  the  payment  of  debts  cannot  be  ordered  but  on  the 
creditors  giving  sufficient  and  local  security  to  repay  the  sums  unduly 
received,  principal,  interest,  and  costs;  which  securities,  however, 
shall  remain  duly  discharged  after  a  year  in  time  of  peace,  and  two 
years  in  time  of  war,  if  the  demand  in  discharge  cannot  be  formed 
before  these  delays  against  the  heirs  which  shall  present  themselves. 

Abticlb  VUL  The  respective  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall 
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receive  the  declarations,  "consulaify^^  and  other  consular  acts,  from 
all  captains  and  masters  of  their  respective  nations,  on  account  of 
average,  losses  sustaine-d  at  sea  by  leakage  or  throwing  merchandize 
ov^hoard ;  and  these  captains  and  masters  shall  leave  in  the  chancery 
of  the  said  Consub  and  Vice  Consuls  the  ^^  consulatSj^^  and  other 
consular  acts  which  they  may  have  had  made  in  other  ports  on 
account  of  the  accidents  which  may  have  happened  to  them  on  their 
?oyage.  If  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States  are  interested  in  the  said  cargo,  the  average  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  tribunals  of  the  country,  and  not  by  the  Consuls  or 
Vice  Consuls :  and  the  tribunals  shall  admit  the  acts  and  declarations, 
if  any  should  have  been  passed  before  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice 
C<xisuls ;  but  when  only  the  subjects  of  their  own  nation,  or  foreigners, 
shall  be  interested,  the  respective  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls,  and  in 
case  of  their  absence  or  distance,  their  agents  furnished  with  their 
commission,  shall  officially  nominate  skilful  persons  of  their  said 
nation  to  regulate  the  damages  and  averages. 

Abticle  IX.  In  case,  by  storm  or  other  accidents,  French  ships 
or  vessels  shall  run  ashore  on  the  coasts  of  the  United  States,  and  * 
the  ships  and  vessels  of  the  United  States  shall  run  ashore  on  the 
coasts  of  France,  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  nearest  to  the  place  of 
shipwreck  shall  do  whatever  he  may  judge  proper,  as  woU  for  the 
purpose  of  saving  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  its  cargo  and  appurtenances, 
as  for  the  storing  and  security  of  the  efiects  and  merchandize  saved. 
He  may  take  an  inventory,  without  any  officers  military,  of  the 
custom-house,  justices,  or  the  police  of  the  country  interfering,  otiier- 
wise  than  to  facilitate  to  the  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  captain  and  crew 
of  the  vessel  shipwrecked  or  run  ashore,  all  the  assistance  and  favor 
which  they  shall  ask,  either  for  the  celerity  and  secmity  of  tlie  salvage 
and  effects  saved,  or  to  prevent  all  disturbances. 

To  prevent  even  any  kind  of  dispute  and  discussion  in  the  said 
cases  of  shipwreck,  it  has  been  agreed  that  where  no  Consul  or  Vice 
Consul  shall  be  found  to  attend  to  the  salvage,  or  that  the  residence 
of  the  said  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  (he  not  being  at  the  place  of 
shipwreck)  shall  be  further  distant  from  the  said  place  than  that  of 
the  competent  territorial  judge,  the  latter  shall  immediately  there 
proceed  therein  with  all  the  celerity,  safety,  and  precautions  prescribed 
by  the  respective  laws ;  but  the  said  territorial  judge  shall  retire  on 
the  coming  of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  and  shall  resign  to  him 
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the  procedures  by  him  done,  the  expenses  of  which  the  Conmil  or 
Vice  Consul  shall  cause  to  be  reimbursed  to  him. 

The  merchandize  and  effects  saved  shall  be  deposited  in  the 
custom-house,  or  other  nearest  place  of  safety,  with  the  inveatorj  of 
tl)em,  which  shall  be  made  by  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  or,  in 
their  absence,  by  the  judge  wlio  shall  have  had  cognizance  thereof, 
and  the  said  merchandizes  and  effects  shall  be  afterwards  delivered, 
after  levying  therefrom  the  costs,  and  without  form  of  process  to  die 
proprietors,  who,  being  furnished  with  a  replevy  from  the  nearest 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul,  shall  reclaim  them  by  themselves,  or  by  thehr 
attorneys,  either  for  the  purpose  of  reexporting  the  merchandizes-^ 
and  in  that  case  they  shall  pay  no  kind  of  duties  of  exportatioii— or 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  them  in  tlie  country,  if  they  are  not  pro- 
hibited ;  and  in  this  latter  case,  the  said  merchandizes  bdng  averaged, 
there  shall  be  gi*anted  them  an  abatement  of  the  entrance  duties 
proportioned  to  the  damage  sustained,  which  shall  be  ascertained  hj 
the  verbal  process  formed  at  the  time  of  the  shipwreck,  or  of  the 
vessel's  running  ashore. 

Article  X,  The  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  shall  have  cm  board 
of  the  vessels  of  their  respective  naticxis  full  power  and  jurisdiction  in 
matters  civil.  They  shall  cause  to  be  executed  the  respective  laws» 
ordinances,  and  rules  concerning  navigation  on  board  of  the  said 
vessels,  and  for  this  purpose  they  shall  go  there  without  being 
interrupted  by  any  officer  or  other  person  whatsoever. 

They  may  cause  to  be  arrested  every  vessel  carrying  the  flag  of 
their  respective  nation ;  they  may  sequester  them,  and  even  send 
them  back  respectively  from  the  United  States  to  France,  or  fitmi 
France  to  the  United  States ;  they  may  cause  to  be  arrested,  without 
difficulty,  every  captain,  master,  sailor,  or  passenger  of  their  said 
respective  nation. 

They  may  cause  to  be  arrested  or. detained  in  the  country  the 
sailors  and  deserters  of  their  respective  nations,  or  send  them  back 
or  transport  them  out  of  the  country. 

It  shall  be  a  sufficient  proof  that  the  sailors  and  deserters  belong 
to  one  of  the  respective  nations  that  their  names  be  written  in  the 
ship's  register  or  inserted  in  the  roll  of  the  crew. 

One  and  the  other  of  these  proofs  concerning  siulors  and  des^ers 
being  thus  given,  no  tribunals,  judges,  or  officers  whatsoever  shall, 
in  any  manner  whatever,  take  cognizance  of  die  complaints  li^icb 
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die  9ttd  sailors  and  deserters  may  make,  but  they  flhall,  on  the 
coatraiy,  be  deKvered  up  on  an  order  signed  by  the  Consul  or  Vice 
Consal)  without  its  being  in  any  one^s  power  in  any  manner  to 
iecain,  engage,  or  witiidraw  them.  And  to  attain  to  the  complete 
execution  of  the  arcangements  contained  m  this  article,  all  persons 
haying  authority  shall  be  bound  to  assist  the  said  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls,  and  on  a  simple  requbition  signed  by  them,  they  shall  cause 
10  be  detained  and  guarded  m  prison,  at  the  disposal  and  expense  of 
the  said  Consids  and  Vice  Consub,'the  said  sailors  and  deserters 
until  they  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  send  them  out  at  the  country. 

AfincLE  XL  In  cases  where  the  respective  subjects  shall  have 
committed  any  crime,  they  shall  be  amenable  to  the  judges  of  the 
eeuntry. 

Article  XII.  All  difierences  and  suits  between  the  subjects  of 
hb  most  Christian  Majesty  settled  in  the  United  States,  or  between 
the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  United  States  settled  in  France,  and 
all  differences  and  suits  concerning  commerce  between  the  subjects 
of  bis  most  Christian  Majesty  and  one  of  the  parties  residmg  'm 
Prance  or  elsewhere,  and  the  other  in  the  United  States,  or  between 
the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the  United  States,  one  of  the  parties 
residing  in  the  United  States  or  elsewhere,  and  the  other  in  France, 
riiall  be  determined  by  the  respective  Consuls,  either  by  a  reference 
to  arbitration  or  by  a  summary  judgment  and  without  costs. 

No  officer,  civil  or  military,  ^all  interfere  or  take  any  part  what^ 
ever  in  the  afiair.  Appeals  shall  be  carried  before  the  tribunab  of 
France  or  the  United  States,  to  whom  it  may  appertain  to  take 
cognizance  thereof.  The  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls  shall  not  take 
cognizance  of  disputes  or  difierences  which  shall  arise  betwixt  a 
sulgect  of  hb  most  Christian  Majesty  and  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States ;  but  the  said  dbputes  shall  be  brought  before  the  tribunals  to 
which  the  defendant  shall  be  amenable. 

Abticle  Xin.  The  general  utility  of  commerce  having  caused 
to  be  established  in  France  tribunals  and  particular  forms  to  accel- 
erate die  decbion  of  comnAercial  afiairs,  the  merchants  of  the  United 
States  shall  enjoy  the  benefit  of  these  establbhments  in  France,  and 
tfai  Congress  of  the  United  States  diall  recommend  to  the  L^isla- 
tures  of  the  different  States  to  provide  equivalent  advantages  in  favor 
of  the  French  merchants,  for  the  prompt  despatch  and  decbion  of 
;  of  the  same  nature. 
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Article  XIV.  The  subjects  of  bis  most  Christian  Majesty  and 
those  of  the  United  States,  who  shall  prove  that  they  belong  to  the 
body  of  their  respective  nations,  by  the  certificate  of  the  Consul  or 
Vice  Consul  of  the  districts,  mentioning  their  names,  surnames,  and 
place  of  their  settlement,  as  inscribed  in  the  registers  of  the  consu* 
late,  shall  not  lose,  for  any  cause  whatever,  in  the  respective  domains 
and  States,  the  quality  of  subjects  of  the  country  of  which  they 
originally  were,  conformably  to  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  of  the  6th  February,  1778,  of  which  the  present 
article  shall  serve  as  an  interpretation  in  case  of  necessity,  and  the 
said  subjects  respectively  shall  enjoy,  in  consequence,  exemption 
bom  all  personal  service  in  the  place  of  their  settlement. 

Article  XV.  If  any  other  nation  acquires,  by  virtue  of  any 
convention  whatever,  either  m  France  or  in  the  United  States,  a 
treatment  more  favorable  with  respect  to  the  consular  preeminences, 
powers,  authority,  and  privileges,  the  Consub,  Vice  Ccmsuls,  and 
Agents  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  or  the  United  States,  recipro- 
cally shall  participate  therein,  agreeable  to  the  terms  stipulated 
therein,  agreeable  to  tlie  terms  stipulated  by  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th 
articles  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  concluded  between 
his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States. 

Article  XVI.  Tlie  ratification  of  the  present  convention  sbaQ 
be  given  in  proper  form,  and  exchanged  on  both  sides  within  the 
space  of  six  months,  or  sooner  if  possible.      , 

In  fiaith  whereof,  we,  tlie  underwritten  Ministet*s  Plenipotentiaries 
of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  North 
America,  have  signed  the  present  convention,  and  have  thereto 
affixed  tlie  seal  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the  29th  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-four. 

GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES, 
B.  FRANKLIN. 

Faithfully  translated  firom  the  origmal,  by 

JOHN  PINTARD. 


REPORT  OF  SECRETARY  JAT,  RESPECTING  FRENCH  AND  AMERICAN 

CONSULS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Aflkini,  July  4,  1786. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
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Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  copy  of  the  Convention  respectbg 

French  and  American  Consuls,  reports, 

That  the  convention,  of  which  the  abovementioned  is  a  copy, 
having  been  formally  executed  by  French  and  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries, nothing  is  wanting  to  perfi^ct  that  compact  but  the 
ratifications  specified  in  the  16th  article. 

The  only  question,  therefore,  that  remains  to  be  decided  is  whethtf 
Congress  ought  to  ratify  this  convention. 

To  decide  this  question  properly  it  appears  necessary, 

1st.  To  recur  to  the  powers  and  instructbns  given  to  their 
Minister  on  this  subject,  and  inquire  whether  he  has  pursued  them 
essentially ;  and  2d,  whether,  in  case  of  deviations,  tliey  are  of  such 
a  nature  as  to  justify  a  refusal  to  ratify. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  on  the  25th  January,  1782,  Congress 
resolved  that  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
the  court  of  Versailles  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  and  instructed 
to  enter  into  a  convention  with  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  for  the  establishment  of  consular  powers 
and  privileges,  according  to  the  scheme  hereunto  subjoined,  unless  it 
shall  be  deemed  by  his  most  Christian  Majesty  more  expedient  that 
the  same  should  be  executed  in  the  United  States. 

That  the  said  Minister  Plenipotentiary  use  his  discretion  as  to  the 
words  or  arrangement  of  the  convention,  confinmg  himself  to  the 
wuxtter  thereof  in  all  respects,  except  as  to  so  much  of  the  6th 
article  as  relates  to  the  erection  of  a  chapel,  taking  care  that  recip- 
rocal provision  be  made  for  the  recognition  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice 
Consuls  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  admission  of  persons 
attached  to  the  consulate  to  the  privileges  stipulated  in  the  5th 
article,  in  a  manner  most  conducive  to  expedition,  and  freest  from 
difficulty. 

Tliis  is  the  only  instruction,  as  well  as  the  only  authority,  given 
OD  the  subject  to  the  American  Minister,  that  your  Secretary  finds. 

SCHEME.  TITLE.  CONVENTION  TITLE. 

CoDfention  between  his  most  Ohristian  ConTention  between  his  most  Christian 

liajesty  and  the  UniUd  StaUt  of  J^orth  Majesty  and  the  Thirteen  United  StaUi 

Auricti,  for  defining  and  regulating  the  ^  Mrlk  ^Anuiica,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 

fUnctionsandpriTilcgesof  Consuls,  Vice  termining  and  fixing  the  functions  and 

Consols,  Agents,  and  Commissaries.  prerogatires  of  their  rcspectiro  Consob, 

Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commissa- 
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The  style  of  the  Confederacj  being  <'The  United  States  oT 
America,"  the  scheme  and  the  convention  are  both  erroneous  so  fiir 
Bs  they  both  add  the  word  <'  North."  But  the  title  of  the  conven- 
tioQ  departs  essentially  from  that  of  the  scheme,  inasmuch  as  it  limits 
the  compact  to  the  thirteen  United  States  of  America,  and  conse- 
quently excludes  from  it  all  such  other  States  as  might,  beibie  the 
mtification  of  it,  or  in  future  be  created  by  or  become  parties  to  die 
Confederacy;  whereas,  the  words  in  the  title  of  the  scheme,  United 
States  of  North  America^  would,  if  used,  have  comprehended  them 
a». 

SCHEME.  CONVENTION. 

AftTfCLB  I.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Aktiou  I.  The  ComuIs  and  Vm 
Consuls  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  Consuls  nominated  by  his  most  Christian 
to  preteni  their  eommimom  in  the  firtt  in-  Majesty  and  the  United  States  shall  be 
sUmce  to  the  UiUted  States  in  Congress  as-  bound  to  present  their  eommUsions  on  their 
setnbtedf  by  whom  an  act  shall  be  made  miivml  In  the  rt^peeUve  Slates,  mcesrihig  Is 
HReognizing  them  as  such.  Thisactshall  the  Jbrm  which  shall  he  there  etlMithod. 
be  deliTercd  by  the  Consuls  to  the  su-  There  shall  be  delivered  to  them,  without 
premc  Executive  power  of  the  State  or  any  charges,  the  exequatur  necessary  for 
States  to  which  they  may  be  sent.  the  exercise  of  their  functions;  and,  on 

Twooopies  ofthe  MM^iurfiir  (that  is,  a    the  exhibition  they  shall  make  of  the 
public  aotiilcation  of  the  quality  of  the    eMfusCw,  the   Qovemor,  dbe.,  having 
Consuls,)  shall  thereupon  issue  from  the    authority  in  the  ports  and  places  of  their 
supreme  Executive  power,  without  fees    consulates,  shall  cause  them  to  enjoy,  as 
or  perquisites  of  office;  one  to  be  retained    soon  as  possible,  and  without  dUBcutty, 
by  the  Consuls,  the  other  to  be  published    the  pretaiiAenoes,  Ac 
in  ene  or  more  gazettes.    This  being 
done,  the  pretoiinences,  dx.,  shall  be 
allowed  to  them,  &c. 

The  scheme  expressly  directs  that  their  coounissions  shall,  m  the 
first  instance,  be  presented  to  Cangreesj  but  the  convention,  by 
emitting  this,  seems  to  intend^  something  ebe.  It  indeed  directs  that 
they  shall  present  their  commissions  on  their  arrival  in  the  respectuoe 
States,  accarVing  to  the  form,  **  ^  s^y  trouvera  etabUey^  which  shall 
be  there  found  established,  bat  whedier  established  by  the  Stati  or 
by  Congress,  is  undecided. 

The  second  article  in  both  appear  to  be  alike  in  substance. 

• 
SCHEME.  CONVENTION. 

AatfCLB  ni.  Consuls  or  Vice  Consub 
•hall  be  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  Power 
appointing  them,  and  interdicted  froia 
ail  traffic  or  commerce  fbr  their  own  or 
another's  benefit. 
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This  article  is  whdiy  onoutted  in  the  conyention,  and  that  omission 
is  an  essential,  though  perhaps  not  m  itself  a  very  important,  deviation 
from  the  scheme. 

The  fourth  article  in  the  scheme,  and  the  third  in  the  convention, 
respecting  agents,  differ  essentially  only  in  this,  that  the  foarmer  has 
these  words :  "  Nor  exact  any  fees  or  reward  xmder  any  pretence 
whatevefy^  whereas  the  latter  seems  to  limit  that  prohibition  by 
these  words ;  "  and  without  power  to  exact  from  the  said  merchants 
any  duty  or  emoluments  whatever,  under  any  pretext  whatsoever, "^^ 

The  fifth  article  in  the  scheme  and  the  fourth  article  in  the  con- 
vention have  no  material  difference. 

SCHEME.     ^  COrnrENTION. 

Aaticl^  YI.  Consuls  (and  Vice  Coo- 
•nla  in  places  where  there  are  no  Consuls) 
foaj  have  a  chapel  in  their  houses  for 
die  celebration  of  Divine  service,  accord- 
is^  to  their  religious  profession;  and  his 
nost  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  shall  cause  particular  care  to  be 
taken  that  no  obstacle  or  hindrance  be 
lltfown  in  the  way  of  the  funeral  obae- 
^ies  or  ceremonies  observed  towards 
tke  deceased  of  either  nation. 

This  article  is  omitted  in  the  convention.  By  the  instruction 
given  to  the  Minister,  that  matter  seems  to  have  been  left  to  his 
discretion.  The  omission,  however,  appears  important  to  your  Sec- 
retary, from  this  consideration,  that  although  the  Catholic  religion 
may  be  fireely  and  publicly  professed  and  exercised  in  the  United 
St^es,  yet  the  Protestant  religion  has  no  legal  toleration  m  France. 
This  omission,  thorefore,  is  a  departure  from  the  line  of  reciprocity. 

The  seventh  article  in  the  scheme  and  the  fifth  in  the  convention 
ire  much  alike. 

The  eighth  article  in  the  scheme  and  the  sixth  in  the  convention 
are  similar. 

Tlie  ninth  article  in  the  scheme  and  the  seventh  in  the  convention 
ilio  correspond. 

SCHEME.  CONVENTION. 

fixtraet  from  the  tenth  article  on  omengt.  Extract  from  the  eighth  article  mi  sverofe. 

If  a  subject  of  France  and  a  citizen  of  If  a  subject  of  his   most  ChriMian 

tke  United  States  be  jointly  interested  in  Majesty  and  a  citizen  of  the  United 

the  cargo,  the  damage  shall  be  settled  States  are  interested  in  the  said  cargo, 
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by  the  tribunals  of  tbe  country,  not  by 
the  Consuls  or  Vice  Consuls. 

But  where  subjects,  citizens  of  their 
own  nation,  are  alone  interested,  the 
Consul  or  Vice  Consul  shall  then  choose 
experienced  persons  of  their  retpectiTe 
nations  to  settle  the  same. 


the  arcrsfl^  shall  be  fixed  by  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  country,  and  not  by  the  Con- 
suls or  Vice  Consuls,  tmd  the  iribummU 
9htdl  admit  the  octt  and  declaroHmis,  if  ta^f 
thauld  have  been  fmsed  h^fhre  the  said  Cam- 
tuU  and  Vice  CamnU, 

But  when  only  the  subjects  of  their 
own  nation  or  foreignen  shall  be  inter- 
ested, the  respective  Consuls  or  Vice 
Consuls,  mtU  in  eate  qf  thtbr  abtenee  or 
diManeet  their  agents^  farmehad  with  their 
eammiesion,  thaU  offidaUy  nominate  skilful 
persons  of  their  said  nation  to  r^ulate 
the  damages  and  averages. 

The  convention  here  appears  to  differ  materially  firom  the  scheme 
in  three  respects :  1st.  As  it  provides  for  the  admission  in  evidence 
by  our  tribunals  of  acts  and  declarations  passed  before  Consub  and 
Vice  Consuls  respecting  the  matter  m  controversy,  and  consequently 
opens  a  door  to  ex  parte  affidavits.  2d.  The  scheme  confines  the 
jurisdiction  of  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  to  cases  where  none  but 
their  own  people  are  concerned  ;  whereas  the  convention  extends  it 
to  foreigners.  3d.  The  scheme  authorizes  none  but  Consuls  or 
Vice  Consuls  to  appoint  persons  to  settle  the  damages  in  question ; 
but  the  convention  makes  an  ulterior  provision,  and  authorizes  their 
agents  ex  officio  to  do  it  in  certain  cases. 

The  eleventh  article  in  the  sch^fne  and  the  ninth  in  the  convention 
are  not  materially  different. 


SCHEME. 
Extract  from  Ifith  Jrtiele, 
They  (Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls)  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  and  sequestered  every 
vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  their  respective 
nations.  They  may  cause  to  be  arrested 
and  detained  in  the  country  sailors  and 
deserters  of  their  respective  nations,  or 
cause  them  to  be  transported  therefrom. 


CONVENTION. 
Extract  firotn  lOthJirtide. 
They  may  cause  to  be  arrested  eTcry 
vessel  carrying  the  flag  of  their  respective 
nations.  They  may  sequester  them, 
and  even  send  thcM  back  respectively  firom 
the  United  States  to  France,  or  from 
France  to  the  United  States.  They  may 
cause  to  be  arrested  without  difliculty 
every  captain,  moifer,  aoi/or,  or  passenger 
of  their  said  respective  nations.  They 
may  cause  to  be  arrested  and  detained 
in  the  country  the  sailors  and  deserters 
of  their  respective  nations,  or  send  them 
back,  or  transport  them  out  of  the  coua- 
f  try. 

These  articles  differ  in  these  respects.    The  scheme  does  not 
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authorize  the  Consuls  to  send  vesseb  back ;  but  the  convention  does. 
The  scheme  does  net  authorize  them  to  arrest  captains  and  masters 
of  vessels ;  hut  the  convention  does.  The  scheme  does  not  authorize 
them  to  arrest  passengers ;  but  the  convention  does. 

SCHEME.  CONVENTION. 

13th  Article.  11th  Article. 

AH  ofiencea  committed  in  France  by  a       In  cases  where  the  respectire  subjects 
dtizen  of  the  United  States  against  a    shall  have  committed  any  crime,  they 
■abject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,    shall  be  amenable  to  the  judges  of  the 
shall  be    inquired   into    and   punished    country, 
•oeording  to  the  laws  of  France;  those 
committed  in  any  one  of  the  United  States 
by  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
against  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
than    be    inquired    into  and    punished 
according  to  the  laws  of  such  State. 
But  offences  committed  in  France  by  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  against  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  or  committed 
in  any  one  of  the  United  States  by  a 
subject  of  his  most  Cliristian  Majesty 
against  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  shall  be  subject  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls  of 
Fiance  or  the  United  States  as  the  cast 
maybe. 

These  two  articles  difier  in  this,  that  the  one  in  the  scheme  gives 
cognizance  of  certain  offences  to  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls,  but 
die  one  in  the  convention  gives  that  cognizance  to  the  Judges  of  the 
country. 

The  14th  article  in  the  scheme  and  the  12th  in  the  convention 
differ  only  in  this,  that  the  former  refers  certain  offences,  disputes, 
and  differences  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls ; 
whereas  the  latter  is  silent  as  to  offences,  and  omits  making  any 
mention  of  them. 

The  15th  article  in  the  scheme  and  the  13tli  in  the  convention  are 

alike. 

SCHEME.  CONVENTION. 

16th  Article.  14th  Article. 

The  subjects  of  his  most  Christian  The  subjects  of  his  most  Christian 

Majesty  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  Majesty  and  those  of  the  United  States, 

Slates  shall  be  exempt  from  all  personal  who  shall  prove  that  they  belong  to  the 

■enriccs  in  the  place  of  their  residence,  body  of  their  respective  nations,  by  the 

either  in  France  or  the  United  States,  as  certificate  of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul 

the  case  may  be;  whensoever  any  person  of  the  district,  mentioning  their  names. 
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ia  Franee  or  the  United  Sutc8»  as  the  mraamei,  and  plaoe  of  their  i 

ease  may  be,  shall  claim  any  privilege  or  as  inseribed  in  the  registers  of  the  consft- 

exemption  of  a  subject  of  his  Most  Chris-  late,  shall  not  lose,  for  any  eaiue  wktdtoer^ 

tioD  Majesty,  or  of  the  United  States,  in  the  respectiye  domains  and  States,  llic 

before  any  judge,  tribunal^  or   officer  qualky  oi  8iib|eets  of  the  eouatry  of 

whatsoeyer,  a  certificate  of.  the  Consul  which  they  originally  were,  conformably 

or  Vice  Consul  of  the  district,  containing  to  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity 

his  name,  surname,  and  the  place  of  his  and  commerce  of  the  Gth  February,  I'^TS, 

residence,  and  the  affidavit  of  the  person  of  which  the  present  article  shall  serve  as 

claiming  such   privilege  or  exemption  am  inteipretation  in  case  of  necessiiy, 

that  he  is  a  subject  of  his  most  Christian  and  the  said  subjects  respectively  shaB 

Majesty,  or  of  the  United  States,  as  the  enjoy,  in  consequence,  unmftiim  tttum 

case  may  be,  shall  be  sufficient  evidence  all  personal  services  in  the  place  of  their 

thereof,  unless  the  contrary  shall  mani-  flettlement. 
festly  appear. 

These  two  articles  vary  from  each  other  essentidly :  first,  in  tliat 
the  certificate  of  the  Consul  is  by  the  convention  made  die  sole  and 
exclusive  proof  of  nationality;  whereas  the  scheme  requires  also  the 
affidavit  of  the  party,  and  makes  that  joint  evidence  conclusive  only 
in  cases  where  the  contrary  shall  not  nuimfestJy  appear.  Secondty, 
in  that  the  convention  declares  that  persons  having  such  certificates 
shall  not  lose,  for  any  cause  whatever,  the  quality  of  subjects  of  th^ 
country  of  which  they  originally  were ;  whereas  the  scheme,  by  not 
giving  such  operation  to  those  certificates,  leaves  such  persons  within 
the  reach  of  naturalization.  Thirdly,  in  that  the  convention  makes 
this  article  auxiliary  to  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  by  declaring  that 
it  shall  s^rve  as  an  interpretation  in  case  of  necessity ;  whereas  the 
scheme  does  not  constitute  any  connexi(Hi  between  this  article  and 
the  treaty. 

Tliere  is  no  difiSbrence  between  the  17th  article  in  the  scheme  and 
the  15tb  in  the  convention,  except  tbal  the  former  refers  only  to  the 
3d  and  4th  articles  of  the  treaty ;  whereas  the  latter  refers  to  the  Sd^ 
3d,  and  4th. 

The  convention  contains  an  article,  ^z:  the  16th,  which  provides 
for  the  exchange  of  ratificati(ms ;  but  there  is  no  such  article  in  the 
scheme. 

It  appeared  proper  to  your  Secretary  thus  particularly  to  state  the 
principal  variances  between  the  scheme  and  the  convention,  that 
Congress  may  the  more  easily  judge  how  far  they  correspond.  The 
deviations  in  question,  though  dififerent  in  decrees  of  importance,  yet 
seem  to  be  alike  in  this,  that  they  depart  from  the  matter  of  the 
scheme,  and  not  merely  from  the  wording  or  arrangement  of  it. 
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As  sevsQi^gns  treat  and  act  with  each  other  bj  their  Ministers,  it 
beeomes  essential  that  the  acts  of  those  Minbters  should  not  be 
obligatory  until  after  they  have  ratified,  it  being  reasonable  that  the 
9QveieigDS  should  have  an  opportunity  of  judging  whether  their 
powers  have  not  been  exceeded,  and  whether  their  instructions  have 
been  pursued.  A  refusal  to  ratify  can,  therefore,  be  wananted  only 
Iqr  die  one  or  die  other  of  these  principles,  viz:  either  that  their 
Ministers  have  exceeded  the  powers  delegated  by  their  commission, 
ar  departed  firon)  the  instructions  given  them  to  limit  and  regulate  the 
exercise  and  use  of  those  powers  which  are  commonly  expressed  in 
^ly  general  terms. 

Hence  it  becomes  important  that  the  90vereign  refusing  to  ratify 
should  be  in  capacity  to  show  clearly  what  ^  powers  and  instruc- 
tions given  were ;  and  also  that  the  treaty  or  convention  in  question 
b  not  conformable  thereto. 

In  the  present  case  there  can  be  no  difficulty,  because  all  the 
power  and  authority  delegated  to  the  American  Minister,  rest  entirely 
on  the  resolution  of  the  25th  January,  1782,  which,  in  a  few  words, 
90  blends  his  authority  and  his  instructions  that  he  could  not  commu- 
nicate to  the  French  Minister  the  (»ie  without  the  other, 

Whare  an  open  and  general  commissicm  is  given,  accompanied  by 
piivate  and  particular  instructions,  the  one  may  be  shown  and  the 
^er  jPQserved*  And  though  a  departure  from  such  instructions  is 
gMxl  cause  to  refuse  a  ratification,  yet  more  difficylties  attend  such 
cases  than  the  present,  because  the  other  party  bemg  ignorant  of  the 
iostmctions,  and  relying  on  the  full  powers  treat  in  fiill  confidence 
ind  expectation  that  the  proceedmgs  will  be  ratified.  But  as  the 
French  Mkiister,  in  this  instance,  knew  exactiy  how  far  the  American 
Hiaister  could  go,  and  said  plainly  that  he  was  not  to  depart  bam 
tbe  matter  of  the  scheme,  which  accompanied  and  was  referred  to  ip 
Us  powers  and  instructioQ,  they  could,  in  case  of  essential  deviations, 
oalj  expect  a  ratification  de  gratia^  and  not  de  jure;  and,  conse- 
qaendy,  can  have  no  reason  to  be  dissatisfied  in  pase  it  should  be 
declined. 

Hius  much  appeared  necessajy  to  observe,  in  wler  to  shew  that 
Congress  have  a  right  to  refuse  the  ratification  in  question;  but 
whether  it  would  be  politic  and  expedient  to  do  it  are  questions  which 
must  be  entirely  referred  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress.  Your  Secre- 
tary, however,  in  order  fully  to  comply  with  what  he  conceives  to 
Vol.  L— 13 
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have  been  the  intention  of  Congress  in  referring  the  convention  to 
him,  will  now  proceed  to  state  the  several  objections  to  which,  in  his 
opinion,  it  is  liaUe. 

The  convention  appears  well  calculated  to  answer  several  purposes ; 
but  the  most  important  of  them  are  such  as  America  has  no  interest 
in  promoting.    They  are  these : 

1st.  To  provide  against  infiractions  of  the  French  and  American 
laws  of  trade. 

2d.  To  prevent  the  people  of  one  country  fiom  migrating  to  the 
other. 

3d.  To  establish  in  each  other's  country  an  influential  corps  (^ 
officers,  under  one  chief,  to  promote  mercantile  and  political  views. 

The^r«^  of  these  objects  is  clearly  evinced  by  the  tenth  article. 

The  second  of  these  objects,  though  less  explicitly,  is  still  suffi- 
ciently evident  firom  the  fourteenth  article. 

The  third  of  these  objects,  as  it  respects  mercantile  views,  is 
apparent  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  convention;  and  it  appears 
plain  to  your  Secretary,  that  a  Mmister  near  Congress,  Consuls  so 
placed  as  to  include  every  part  of  the  country  in  one  consulate  or 
other.  Vice  Consuls  m  the  principal  ports,  and  agents  in  the  less 
important  ones,  constitute  a  corps  so  coherent,  sor  capable  of  acting 
jointly  and  secretly,  and  so  ready  to  obey  the  orders  of  their  chief, 
that  it  cannot  fail  of  being  mfluential  in  two  very  important  political 
respects — first,  in  acquiring  and  communicating  intelligence;  and 
secondly,  in  disseminating  and  impressing  such  advices,  sentiments, 
and  opinions  of  men  and  measures  as  it  may  be  deemed  expedient  to 
diflTuse  and  encourage.  These  bemg  the  three  great  purposes  which 
the  convention  is  calculated  to  answer,  the  next  question  which 
naturally  occurs  is,  whether  the  United  States  have  any  such  purposes 
to  answer  by  establishmg  such  a  corps  in  France. 

As  to  the  first,  we  have  no  laws/or  the  regulation  of  our  commofce 
wid)  France,  or  any  of  her  dominions,  and  consequently  we  want  no 
provisions  or  guards  against  the  infi-action  of  such  laws. 

As  to  the  second,  we  have  not  the  most  distant  reason  to  apprehend 
or  fear  that  our  people  will  leave  us  and  migrate,  either  to  the  King- 
dom of  France  or  to  any  of  its  territories ;  and,  consequently,  every 
restriction  or  guard  against  it  must  be  superfluous  and  useless. 

As  to  the  third,  France  being  a  country  in  whose  government  the 
people  do  not  participate,  where  nothing  can  be  printed  without 
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pfeykms  lic^ise,  or  said  without  bemg  known,  and  if  dbliked,  followed 
with  inconveniences,  such  a  ccnrps  would  there  be  very  inefficient  for 
political  purposes.  Where  the  people  are  perfectly  unimportant, 
every  measure  to  influence  their  opinions  must  be  equally  so.  For 
political  purposes,  therefore,  we  do  not  want  any  such  corps  in 
France.  As  to  assisting  our  merchants,  and  such  other  matters  as 
prop^ly  belong  to  CJonsuls,  they  would  answer  all  those  purposes 
just  as  well  without  these  extraordinary  powers  as  with  them.  • 

Hence  it  is  clear  to  your  Secretary  that  the  three  great  purposes 
which  the  convention  is  calculated  to  answer,  are  such  as  the  United 
States  have  no  interest  in  promoting.  Whether  France  has  any  such 
purposes  to  answer  in  the  United  States,  and  how  far  this  convention 
may  feusilitate  the  pursuit  of  them,  are  questions  which  the  discern- 
ment of  Congress  renders  it  unnecessary  for  your  Secretary  to 
discuss. 

Your  Secretary  also  considers  this  convention  as  greatly  deficient 
ia  reciprocity,  inasmuch  as  by  it  we  are  to  admit  French  Consuls 
into  all  our  ports  and  places  without  exception ;  whereas  no  provision 
is  made  for  the  admission  of  ours  into  any  of  the  ports,  places,  and 
dominions  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  except  the  Kmgdom  of 
France  only. 

He  also  thinlos  that  the  omission  of  the  article  securing  to  Consuls 
the  right  of  worshipping  in  their  own  way  in  chapels  in  their  own* 
houses,  is  a  deviation  from  reciprocity,  especially  as  that  liberty  b 
Dot  only  permitted  but  established  here.  But  mdependent  of  these 
general  circumstance  and  considerations,  your  Secretary  thinks  the 
convention  is  liable  to  several  strong  and  particular  objections. 

When  these  States  assumed  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the 
earth  they  agreed  upon  and  published  to  the  world  the  style  and  title 
hj  which  they  were  to  be  known  and  called,  and  your  Secretary  does 
not  conceive  that  other  nations  are  more  at  liberty  to  alter  that  style 
than  the  United  States  are  to  alter  the  title  of  his  most  Christian, 
most  Catholic,  pr  any  other  Majesty  in  Europe.  He  therefore  thinks 
that  no  act  should  be  ratified  by  Congress  until  every  error  of  this 
kind  is  corrected.  Though  these  matters  are  v^  unimportant  in 
Aemselves,  yet  they  become  so  as  precedent,  one  little  liberty 
unchecked  often  smoothing  the  way  for  a  greater. 

The  convention  directs  the  Consuls,  on  their  arrival  in  the  respective 
States,  to  present  their  commissions  according  to  the  forms  which 
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shmll  be  there  found  established ;  ahhoogh  the  word  respecthe  ben 
used  relates  to  the  two  countries,  and  doC  to  the  indiTidaal  States  of 
winch  our  CSonfisderacy  b  ccoiposed ;  jet  it  still  is  doubtful  whether 
the  fotm  alluded  to  is  to  be  established  by  Coogress  of  the  State  to 
which  they  may  be  sent,  a&d  at  which  they  may  arnTa*  Tbe  fike 
remaiks  apply  to  the  case  of  Vice  Consuls  mentioned  in  the  second 
article. 

In  countries  where  the  laws  alone  gorem,  it  should,  in  die  opinion 
of  your  Secr^ary,  be  an  invariable  maxim  not  to  permit  any  ciidl 
power  to  be  exercised  in  it  but  by  the  citiz^is  of  the  country  legally  and 
constitutionally  authorised  diereto ;  and  diat  as  few  persons  as  possible 
should  be  exempt  in  any  respect  fixim  the  jurisdiction  of  the  laws. 

In  his  opinion,  th^^jGxe,  none  but  the  immediate  representatiret 
of  sovereigns  ought  to  have  such  exemptions.  A  Consul  is  not  of  that 
description.  Accordmg  to  the  law  of  nations  Ambassadors  nnist  be 
received;  but  that  law  does  not  extend  to  Ccmsids,  and,  therefore, 
every  nation  may  admit  them  on  their  own  terms.  It  is  not  easy  to 
assign  a  good  reason  fimr  granting  them  a  full  and  entire  mununity  fiir 
tb^  persons,  papers,  houses,  and  servants,  other  than  such  as  the 
free  citizens  of  the  country  enjoy.  As  they  are  protected  by  the 
laws  they  should  be  subject  to  them. 

But  the  convention  goes  much  further — it  grants  dns  immunity  not 
only  to  Consuls  and  also  to  Vice  Consuls,  but  also  to  all  their  different 
officers,  and  in  general  to  all  persons  attached  to  the  consulate. 
Various  abuses  difficult  to  detect,  and  still  more  difficult  to  conrect, 
would  naturally  attend  such  extensive  exemption  from  the  process 
and  jurisdiction  of  our  laws,  which  can  only  proceed  in  one  open^ 
plain,  dvect  patib,  wkhocrt  die  aid  of  those  detours  and  expedients 
well  known  and  daily  practised  in  absolute  goveroments. 

The  5th  article,  respecting  calling  upon  than  for  evidence,  seemi 
to  be  an  unnecessary  departure  from  our  laws.  Why  should  Consuls 
and  Vice  Consuls  be  called  upon  to  give  evidence  m  a  manner  less 
formal  and  less  coercive  than  die  first  and  highest  officers  of  our 
Oovemmem  are  ? 

The  6di  and  7th  articles  establishing  consular  and  viee  consular 
chaficeries,  create  an  impemm  in  i$nperio,  which  in  several  respects 
must  clash  with  the  internal  poHcy  of  these  States,  and  with  wfaidi 
it  is  not  clear  that  Congress  can  authcnnze  any  persons  to  interfere ; 
such  as, 
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1st.  Their  oflkeraabaD  JBschai]^  die  fbnctbm  of  BOtari^  Ifl^ 
•ocaries  be  intended  such  as  aie  known  m  this  country,  they  are 
paUic  officers  that  can  only  be  appointed  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  the  governments  of  the  di£«rent  States. 

9d.  All  eflbcts  left  by  deceased  persons  of  their  nation  are  to  be 
dqpoffited  there,  and  th^are  to  have  the  exdutice  right  to  inventory, 
liqoidate,  and  sell  the  moveable  eflfeets,  be.,  so  left.  So  that  with 
respect  to  these  matters,  not  only  the  executors  of  the  deceased  are  to 
be  excluded,  but  our  judge  of  probates  is  to  lose  his  jurisdiction. 
And  jet  consular  copies  of  such  wills  and  acts,  though  unknown  ta 
our  kws,  are  to  be  admitted  as  evidence  in  our  courts. 

3d.  If  a  Frenchman  having  many  goods  in  possession  and  many 
debts  to  pay  sbouki  die,  his  creAtors,  accordbg  to  this  system,  are 
to  have  no  other  dependence  for  payment,  but  the  integrity  of  the 
CodmI  or  Vice  Consul,  who  alone  can  take  possession  of  his  goods. 
No  action  can  be  brought  against  these  officers,  nor  any  process 
touch  anything  m  their  houses.  So  diat  our  cymrts  are  so  fiir  to  lose 
ibeir  jurisdiction,  and  American  creditors  in  efiect  their  ri^t  of 
action. 

4th.  Notes  given  by  Frenchmen  dying  hmre  are  put  on  anoth^ 
faotmg  fiom  notes  giv^i  by  our  citizens  iriA  respect  to  evidence. 
For  the  convention  demands  that  the  writing  and  signing  of  them 
dnll  be  known  and  certified  hy  twa  principal  merchunU  of  hit  m^im^ 
which  very  materiaUy  alters  our  law  on  that  subject. 

From  these  and  other  cbcumstances,  it  appears  that  this  convention 
will  midce  a  strong  line  of  separation  between  French  and  American 
inhabitants  in  this  country*  i 

The  10th  article  needs  no  comment.  It  gives  to  Congress  as 
complete  jurisdiction  over  French  vessels  in  our  harbors  as  any  of  the 
King's  officers  could  ex^xuse  over  them  in  the  harbors  of  France. 
One  circumstance,  however,  is  very  striidng,  and  merits  much 
attenti(m,  viz :  Aeir  power  to  arrest  passengersy  which,  doubtless, 
will  be  the  case  whenever  passengers  shall  attempt  to  come  here  in 
t  manner,  and  for  purposes  not  consistent  with  the  ordinances  against 
emigration ;  and  the  power  to  arrest  also  the  captains  and  masters  is, 
doubtless,  intended  to  punish  neglect  of  those  ordmances,  and  to 
nnder  theoi  very  circumspect  in  their  coofluct  relative  to  passoigers 
and  cargoes. 
How  tan  the  power  of  arresting  and  reexportbg  sailors  and 
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deserters  may  operate  on  emigrants  is  not  diflkult  to  fcxesee,  as  the 
Consuls  are  to  be  the  only  judges,  and  our  courts  are  excluded  from 
hearing  the  complaints  of  any  persons  whom  the  Consub  may 
describe  by  those  appellations. 

The  14th  article  makes  the  certificate  of  a  Consul  conclusive  pnx^ 
of  a  man's  bemg  a  Frenchman,  and  declares  that  he  who  shall  make 
such  proof  shall  not  lose,  for  any  came  whatever,  the  quality  of  a 
subject. 

That  the  manifestati<m  of  so  important  a  fact  should  depend  wholly 
on  such  a  certificate,  that  no  counter  proof  should  be  offered  and 
prevail,  is  really  to  make  the  consular  chancery  a  court  of  record 
(and  that  not  only  ibr  judicial  acts,  but  also  for  facts)  against  whose 
records,  and  even  the  copies  of  them,  there  can  be  no  avermoiU 
This  does  not  comport  with  the  genius  and  spirit  either  of  our 
constitutions  or  our  laws,  both  of  which  secure  to  every  inhabitant 
and  citizen  the  mestimaUe  privilege  of  offering,  in  our  tribunals, 
every  species  of  legal  evidence  that  may  tend  to  elucidate  the  merits 
of  the  cause  before  them.  But  this  is  not  the  only  objection  to 
which  this  article  is  liable-— one  much  more  mteresting  is  obvious. 

Where  such  certificates  appear,  the  person  named  in  them  is  not 
to  lose,  for  any  caute  whatever ,  the  quality  of  subject,  so  that  even 
legal  naturalization  is  not  to  operate  as  a  cause.  That  this  is  the 
true  construction  of  that  clause  is  evident  fipom  its  expressly  referring 
to  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty,  and  declaring  that  it  shall  serve  as 
an  inUrpretation  thereof.    Let  us  recUr  to  that  article. 

Afler  stating  the  privileges  which  persons  of  the  two^nations  shall 
enjoy  in  each  other's  country,  it  thus  proceeds : 

<<  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  agreed  that  its  contents  shall  not  afi^t 
'  the  laws  made,  or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in  France  against 
< emigration,  which  shall  remain  in  all  their  force  and  vigor;  and 
<  the  United  States  on  their  part  or  any  of  them  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
^  enact  such  laws  relative  to  that  matter  as  to  them  shall  seem 
*  proper." 

Now  let  us  collect  into  one  pomt  of  view  the  different  parts  of 
the  system  from  their  dispersed  situation  in  the  treaty,  and  in  the 
articles  of  this  convention,  and  see  how  it  will  operate. 

The  King  has  a  right  to  make  what  laws  he  may  think  proper 
respecting  navigation  and  emigration. 

Suppose  a  law  directing  that  every  passenger  shall,  on  his  arrival 
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in  America,  immediately  report  himself  to  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul 
nearest  the  place  of  his  arrival,  to  the  end  that  his  name  and  descrip- 
tion be  entered  in  the  consular  registers. 

The  10th  article  of  the  convention  declares  that  they  shall  cause 
to  be  executed  the  respective  laws  or  ordinance  and  rules  concemmg 
navigation  on  board  the  said  vessels,  and  that  they  may  cause  every 
passenger  to  be  arrested.  Hence  it  will  happen  that  every  passenger 
will  be  noted  and  described  in  their  books,  before  such  passenger 
can  obtain  naturalization.  And  if  he  should  afterwards  obtain  it, 
tiie  14th  article  renders  it  avoidable  by  ordaining  that  <<  They  who 
^  shall  prove  they  belong  to  the  body  of  their  respective  nations 
*  by  the  certificate  of  the  Consul  or  Vice  Consul  of  the  district, 
<m«atioiiing  their  names,  surnames,  and  place  of  their  settlement,  as 
^imcribtd  m  the  registers  of  the  consulate,  shall  not  lose,  for  anjf 
^  cause  whatever  J  m  the  respective  States  and  domains,  the  quality  of 
^subjects  of  the  country  of  which  they  originatty  wereJ^ 

And  the  same  article  proceeds  to  declare,  what  is  really  not  the 
fiu;t,  that  tiiis  is  conformable  to  the  11th  article  of  the  treaty ;  and, 
as  if  conscious  that  the  sdd  article  does  not  admit  of  such  construc- 
tion, it  adds  that  it  shall  serve  as  an  interpretation  of  it.  That  is, 
that  it  shall  be  so  construed  in  future  that  the  11th  article  does  no 
more  than  declare  the  ri^t  of  the  K'mg  to  make  what  laws  he  pleases 
against  emigration,  but  there  b  nothing  in  it  which  says,  or  seems  to 
say,  that  his  subjects  producing  the  beforementioned  certificates, 
shall  noty  for  any  cause  whatever y  lose  that  quality  in  our  country. 

Although  the  true  policy  of  America  does  not  require,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  militates  against  such  conventions;  and  although  your 
Secretary  b  of  opinion  that  the  convention,  as  it  now  stands,  ought 
not  to  be  ratified,  yet  as  Congress  have  proceeded  so  far  in  the 
present  insWce,  he  thinks  that  instructions  should  be  sent  to  their 
Minister  at  Versailles,  to  state  their  objections  to  the  present  form, 
and  to  assure  the  King  of  the  readiness  of  Congress  to  ratify  a 
oonventicm  made  agreeable  to  the  scheme  beforementioned,  provided 
an  article  be  added  to  limit  its  duration  to  eight  or  ten  yeiu^s,  in 
order  that  practice  and  experience  may  enable  them  to  judge  more 
accurately  of  its  merits  than  can  ever  be  done  of  mere  theoretical 
establishments,  however  apparendy  expedient. 
All  of  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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BSPORT  or  segretaAt  jat  to  gokoress* 

Office  for  Foreign  AfiTairs,  Aaguct  18, 178(. 

The  Sectetaiy  6f  the  United  States  for  the  Depaftment  of  Fofeiglft 

Affairs,  to  whom  Was  referred  back  his  report  of  4&  July^  1786> 

«m  the  Consular  Conventioti  between  Fmnce  and  the  United 

States,  reports^ 

That,  in  his  opinion,  a  copj^  of  thaa  ttpwi  should  be  transmitted 
to  the  Minister 'Plenipot^tiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  kl 
order  that  he  may  thereby  become  fiiUy  informed  of  the  objectioiis 
to  which  the  convention  is  liable. 

That  a  cmified  dopy  of  iht  aet  of  C&Hgre$$  of  the  35th  day  of 
January,  1782,  authcnidng  and  directing  the  homnvtble  Doetor 
Franklin  to  conclude  a  consular  convention,  be  also  sent  U>  hbtik 

That  a  certified  copy  of  the  Mcheme  of  such  c(mventi<Hi,  referred 
to  b  the  above  act  of  Congress,  be  abo  sent  to  him^ 

Thit  he  be  instructed  to  communicate  the  said  act  of  Congre&s 
and  die  said  scheme  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty^  and  to  point  out 
to  him  the  instances  in  whicih  the  convention  deviates  fix>m  th6  said 
Inheme. 

That  be  be  also  instructed  to  propose  to  his  Majesty  that  the  d^ 
OOnventioh  be  so  amended  as  p^ectly  to  oorrespond  with  the  schenae 
HI  every  part  where  a  deviation  from  the  same  is  not  permitted  by 
the  daid  act.  And  further,  that  he  represent  to  his  Majesty  the 
desire  of  Congress  to  make  the  said  convention  probatumary^  by 
idding  a  clause  for  Uniting  its  duration  to  eight  or  ten  years. 

That  he  assure  his  Majesty  of  the  deti^imnation  of  Congress  to 
observe,  on  all  occasions,  the  highest  respect  for  candor  and  good 
iaith  in  dl  their  proceedings,  and  that  on  receiving  the  convei^on  so 
amended,  and  with  such  a  clause,  they  will  immediately  ratify  it. 

Tour  Secretary  thinks  it  should  dso  be  resolved  that  the  honondrie 
Thomas  Jefierson,  £sq.>  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  the  court  of  VersaiUes^  be>  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized 
Und  directed  to  conclude  and  sign,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stated^ 
with  the  Minbter  cf  his  most  Christian  Majesty  having  equal 
powers,  a  convention  for  the  regulation  of  their  respective  Consuto, 
conformably  to  the  schehie  abovemebtibned,  in  every  respect  etteept 
where  deviations  from  it  are  permitted  by  the  said  act  of  Congress 
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ttT  ^  3Sdi  dtj  of  January,  1783,  and  with  a  clause  limiting  the 
duntion  of  the  said  convention  to  any  tenn  of  years  not  exceeding 
ten* 

Your  Secretary  thinks  he  should  be  directed  to  write  the  following 
letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson : 

"Sir, 

"  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  ^iclosed,  the 
blowing  papers,  viz : 

"  No.  1.  A  copy  of  the  consular  convention  signed  by  the  French 
and  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

"No.  2.  A  Copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  the  American 
Plenipotentiary  signed  the  same. 

"  No.  3.  A  copy  of  the  scheme  of  a  convention,  mentioned  and 
referred  to  in  the  said  act. 

"No.  4.  A  copy  of  a  report  on  the  said  convention. 

"  No.  5.  A  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  containing  instructions  and 
giving  authorities  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  said  convention. 

"  These  papers  will  possess  you  folly  of  the  whole  business.  1  am 
persuaded  that  it  will  appear  to  you,  as  it  does  to  Congress,  to  be  a 
delicate  one,  and  to  require  delicate  management. 

**The  original  scheme  of  the  convention  is  far  from  being  excep- 
tionable, but  a  former  Congress  having  agreed  to  it,  it  would  be 
improper  now  to  recede ;  and  therefore  Congress  are  content  to  ratify 
&  convention  made  conformable  to  that  ^heme,  and  to  their  act  of 
the  25th  day  of  January,  1782,  provided  a  clause  limiting  its  duration 
be  added. 

"  It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  press  on  the  court  onty  such  objec- 
tions to  the  convention  as  arise  from  its  departure  from  the  scheme. 
On  making  an  accurate  comparison,  such  departure  will  appear  man- 
ifest to  his  Majesty ;  and  there  is  reason  to  expect  from  his  candor, 
that  he  will  readily  consent  to  remove  the  objections  occasioned  by  it. 

'<  As  it  certainly  is  wise  to  try  the  merits  of  institutions  entirely  new 
by  actual  experience  before  nations  adopt  them  forever,  the  propriety 
of  rendering  diis  convention  probationary  in  the  first  instance  is 
tt&fat0tiMiable*  Congress  cannot,  therefofe,  presume  that  his  most 
Christitn  Majesty  will  obj^t  to  a  clause  for  limiting  its  duratioiu 
Tbe  dei%&  ot  Ak  OMvmUon  being  for  mutual  and  reciprocal  bmefit 
Md  conve^eiuMs  it  would  be  doing  mjustiee  to  his  Majesty  to 
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suppose  that  he  would  wish  to  provide  for  its  existmg  longer  than  it 
should  prove  useful  and  satisfactory.  If  after  the  experience  of  a 
few  years  it  should  be  found  to  answer  the  purposes  intended  by  it, 
both  parties  will  have  sufficient  inducements  to  renew  it,  either  in  its 
present  form  or  with  such  alterations  and  amendments  as  time, 
experience,  and  other  circumstances  may  indicate." 
All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  DE  LA  FOrAt  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York, 23, 1786. 

Monsieur  de  la  Foret  has  the  honor  to  present  his  respects  to  the 
honorable  Mr.  Jay,  and  to  enclose  to  him  an  extract  of  a  letter  which 
he  received  by  the  last  packet. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Maresckal  De  Ca$iries,  of  the  llth 
Auguit,  1786,  toMDela  Forit. 

<<  The  United  States  must  have  seen  our  readiness  to  lend  our  good 
offices  to  their  agents  sent  to  the  Regencies  of  Barbary.  But  the 
present  system  of  that  of  Algiers,  and  the  personal  character  of  the 
Dey,  give  occasion  to  fear  that  they  have  not  the  success  that  we 
have  desired." 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mareschal  De  Castriet  to  M.  De  la  Foret. 

VeraaiUes,  January  S2, 1786. 

<<  The  King  has  expressly  recommended  to  his  Consuls  Greneral 
and  Charge  d'Afiaires  at  Algiers  and  Morocco,  the  persons  and 
negotiations  of  the  Consuk  whom  Congress  has  sent  to  treat  of 
pieace  widi  those  Powers ;  but  our  endeavcnrs  will  be  fruitless,  if  the 
conditions  required  should  not  be  complied  with ;  and  it  would  be  to 
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deceive  one's  self  to  expect  that  any  consideration  could  induce  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  particularly  the  Regency,  of  Algiers,  to 
finrego  the  advantages  presented  to  them  by  the  interest  which  the 
Americans  have  in  living  at  peace  with  thero.  It  will  belong  to  their 
agents  to  obtain  goody  or,  to  speak  more  properly,  the  least  burthen^ 
some  conditions,  and  no  doubts  should  be  entertained  in  America  of 
the  services  which  We  are  pressing,  to  render  them  to  that  effect." 


PBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  April  34, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  received  from  M.  De  la  Foret  the  enclosed  extract  from  a  letter 
of  M.  De  Castries,  to  which  I  have  added  a  translation. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  June  97, 1786. 
Sir, 
On  the  occasion  of  the  letter  which  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to 
you  on  the  28th  April  last,  you  were  pleased  to  promise  me  verbally 
to  solicit  with  Congress  the  rati£bation  of  our  consular  convention  as 
soon  as  there  should  be  nme  States  represented.  All  the  members 
of  this  assembly  with  whom  I  have  conversed  have  assured  me  that 
the  delay  which  this  ratification  has  experienced  was  principally 
owing  to  this :  that  Congress  had  not  received  a  copy  of  this  con- 
reotion  until  long  after  its  signature,  and  that  smce  that  time  this 
assembly  has  nev^  found  itself  sufficiently  numerous  to  take  it  into 
consideration.  I  have  transmitted  this  answer  to  my  Court,  and  Mr. 
J^erson  has  received  analogous  instructions  to  mform  the  Minister 
of  the  reasons  of  the  long  silence  of  Congress  respecting  an  object 
on  which  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  nations  had  solemnly 
agreed.    Since  that  period  the  Ccmgress  have  not  only  been  found 
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complete,  but  they  have  ratified  the  treaty  of  commerce  with  Prussk, 
although  the  signature  of  that  treaty  was  a  good  deal  more  recent 
than  that  of  the  consular  convention. 

The  United  States  bebg  again  sufficiently  represented,  I  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  submit  this  afiair  to  dieir  consideration.  Whatever 
may  be  their  resolution  in  this  respect,  it  is  to  be  desk«d  to  fSicilitate 
the  business  with  which  the  respective  Consuls  are  charged,  that  they 
may  be  informed  of  the  extent  of  their  powers,  and  that  they  may 
know,  in  a  clear  and  precise  manner,  the  limits  which  their  sovereigns 
have  assigned  to  their  authority. 

I  am,  &c.,  OTTO. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   MONSIEUR  OTTO. 

Office  for  Foreign  AfBurs,  July  3, 1786. 
Su*, 

On  returning  to  town  yesterday,  I  received  the  letter  which  you 
did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  27th  of  last  month. 

I  well  remember  our  conversation  on  the  subject  of  your  letter  of 
the  18th  of  April  last;  that  I  informed  you  Mr.  Jefferson  would  be 
instructed  to  explain  the  liaisons  of  the  d^y  which  had  retarded 
the  decision  on  the  consular  convention,  and  that  I  promised  you  to 
do  whatever  depended  on  me  to  bring  that  matter  to  a  speedy 
conclusion. 

Your  letter  of  the  18th  April  was  received  on  the  19th.  It  was 
transmitted  by  me  to  Congress  the  21st ;  it  was  referred  to  me  the 
25th ;  I  reported  on  it  the  28th ;  and  Mr.  Jeffers(»i's  instructions 
were  sent  in  my  letter  to  him  of  the  5th  May  last. 

Your  letter,  now  before  me,  shall  (as  soon  as  it  can  be  translated) 
be  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  and 
whatever  answer  they  may  be  pleased  to  direct  me  to  convey  to  you 
sbdl,  without  dday,  be  communicated. 

I  flatter  myself  that  Mr.  Jefierson  will  find  no  difficulty  in  assign- 
ing very  satisfactory  reasons  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty  for  the 
delays  in  question ;  and  I  am  persuaded  that  Congress  will  proceed 
to  consid^  and  tenninate  this  affidr  with  as  much  despatch  as 
circumstances  may  pennit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.» 

JOHN  JAY* 
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Translation. 

New  York,  JiUy  6, 1781. 
Sir, 

I  did  not  receive  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
to  me  the  3d  of  thb  month  until  my  arrival  here.  I  beg  you  to 
accept  my  thanks  for  the  particulars  which  you  have  been  so  kind 
as  to  communicate  respecting  the  ratification  of  our  consular 
convention. 

I  have  likewise  received,  sir,  the  information  which  you  were 
pleased  to  ^ve  me  of  the  ceremony  that  took  place  the  4th  instant, 
although  I  had  no  notice  of  this  till  after  my  return  to  New  Yoric.  I 
had  intended  to  pay  my  respects  on  an  occasion  so  solemn  as  that  of 
ibe  anniversary  of  American  Independence ;  but,  unfortunately,  the 
£lisud>ethtown  boat  had  sailed  sooner  than  I  expected.  I.  purpose 
to  present  my  excuses  to-day  to  hb  Excellency  the  President  of 
Congress,  and  I  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  be  persuaded  that,  from 
principles  of  duty  and  sentiment,  I  am  warmly  interested  in  whatever 
regards  the  United  States. 

I  left  Governor  Livingston  and  his  family  in  perfect  health ;  they 
charged  me  with  a  thousand  tender  compliments  to  you  and  Mrs. 
Jay.  I  am,  with  respect,  &c.,  OTTO. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Office  for  Forei^  Afllsurs,  October  9, 1^. 

Sir, 
I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  informmg  your  Excellency  that 
Mr.  Remsen,  on  reading  the  printed  scheme  of  a  consular  oonveolion, 
observed  Uiat  it  did  not  exactly  correspond  with  the  copy  in  this 
office.  This  circumstance  led  him  to  compare  it  with  the  ori^al 
scheme  m  the  Secretary's  office.  As  the  discovery  of  this  omission 
fescues  the  10th  article  of  the  convention  from  the  charge  of  essential 
deriadons  from  the  12th  m  the  scheme,  and  as  it  ^ows  the  latt^  to 
be  equally  liable,  with  the  former,  to  the  objections  made  against  tt 
in  my  report,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  enclose  a  note  of  this  variation, 
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between  the  original  scheme  and  the  copy  in  dus  office,  that  Con* 
gress  may  have  an  opportunity  of  making  any  further  order  that  they 
may  think  proper  on  the  subject. 

I  confess  that  the  scheme  now  appears  to  me  more  ineligible  than 
I  before  thought  it,  though  I  am  still  of  opinion  that  the  only 
prudent  way  of  getting  over  this  unpleasant  business  is  to  conclude 
a  convention  similar  even  to  the  scheme  as  it  now  appears  to  be, 
and  render  its  mconventences  temporary  by  an  article  limiting  its 
duration. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  S.  The  French  packet  will  sail  the  15th  instant. 


Note  of  the  difference  between  th^  12th  article  of  the  scheme  of 
the  convention  entered  into  in  the  year  1782,  on  the  Journal 
belonging  to  the  Office  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  and  the  said  article  in 
the  original  scheme,  recorded  in  the  Secret  Journal  in  the  Secretary's 
office: 

IfWkJrHcU  Mintke  Or'gbud  Sekme.  IM  JirlUU  oi  in  the  OjJUe  Con. 

They  (Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls)  may  They  (Consuls  and  Vice  Consuls)  may 

cause  to    be  arrested  and  sequestered  cause  to   be  arrested  and  sequestered 

cTery  Teasel  carrying  the  flag  of  their  CTery  Tessel  carrying  the  flag  of  their 

respective  nations,  and  even  tend  Ikem  respectire  nations.    They  may  cause  to 

hatk  to  Franu  or  the  United  Statetf  at  the  be  arrested,  and  detained  in  the  country, 

erne  mn^f  6e,  at  well  at  arrett  sny  etqdnn^  sailors  and  deserters  of  their  respectire 

wtatteTf  teaman,  or  pattenger  qf  their  reapett'  nations,  or  cause  them  to  be  transported 

hte  nstiMf.     They  may  cause   to   be  therefrom, 
arrested,  and  detained  in  the  Country, 
sailors  and  deserters  of  their  respectire 
nations,  or  cause  them  to  be  transported 
therefrom. 

The  scored  (italicised)  lines  shew  where  the  copy  which  Mr.  Jay 
used  when  he  made  his  report  on  the  consular  conventicm  deviates 
fitrni  the  original. 

N.  B.  There  were  in  that  copy  several  other  variations  fix>m  the 
original,  to  the  number  of  twenty  in  the  whole,  all  of  which  are 
now  corrected ;  but  as  none  of  them  except  the  abovementioned 
materially  affect  Mr.  Jay's  report,  it  is  not  thought  necessaiy  to 
enumerate  them  in  this  note. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESFOKDENCB.  289 

FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York^  October  9,  1786. 
Sir, 
I  take  the  liberty  to  request  of  you  a  communication  of  the  reso- 
lution which  Congress  have  taken  concerning   the  consular  con- 
yeation.     As  that  resolution  has  been  taken  in  consequence  of  a 
note^  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  send  to  the  United  States  by 
order  of  his  Majesty,  it  appears  proper  that  I  transmit  to  my  Court 
the  determination  which  that  assembly  has  been  pleased  to  take.     I 
shall  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  this  new  proof  of  your  goodness. 
I  am,  with  respect,  &c.,  OTTO. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   MONSIEUR  OTTO. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  October  12,  1786. 

Sir, 
On  receiving  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  9th 
instant,  I  immediately  communicated  it  to  Congress,  and,  in  obedience 
to  thdr  order,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  informing  you,  "  that  as  their 

*  communications  to  his  most  Christian   Majesty  will  be  ofBcially 
'made  by  their  Minister  resident  at  his  Court,  they  do  not  think  it 

*  necessary  to  accept  your  polite  oflFer  of  conveying  any  they  may 
'(firect  concerning  the  consular  convention." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  October  23, 1786* 

Sir, 
I  have  the  honcMT  to  address  to  you  a  letter  which  his  Majesty 
charges  me  to  present  to  the  United  States  assembled  in  Congress, 
to  acquaint  them  with  the  birth  of  a  princess.  The  new  assurances 
of  affection  entertained  m  that  letter,  cannot  fail  of  being  agreeable 
to  the  United  States.     They  correspond  so  well  with  all  the  orders 
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I  have  receiyed  smce  I  have  had  the  honor  to  manage  the  a&irs  of 
the  King  in  America,  that  I  have  reason  to  think  myself  happy  to 
have  been  charged  with  transmitting  th^m. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  OTTO. 


FROSf  THE    KINO   OF    FRANCE  TO   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 

To  our  very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies,  the  President  and 
Members  of  the  General  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North 
America : 

Very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies,  we  are  well  convinced  that 
you  will  participate  in  the  satisfaction  we  derive  from  the  happy 
delivery  of  the  Queen,  our  very  dear  spouse,  of  a  princess.  The 
entire  confidence  we  place  in  the  sentiments,  of  which  we  flatter 
ourselves  you  will  renew  the  evidence  on  this  occasion,  answer  to 
you  for  the  desu*e  we  shall  always  have  to  give  you  more  and  more 
proofs  of  our  affection,  and  of  our  constant  friendship  for  you ; 
wherefore,  we  pray  God  to  keep  you,  very  dear  great  Frien^  an^ 
AUies,  in  His  holy  protection.  Written  at  Versailles,  the  9th  July, 
1786. 

Your  good  Friend  a^d  Ally,  LOUIS. 

Gjuviee  dk  Vkpiqemnss. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  OTTO. 

New  York,  December  18, 1786. 
Sir, 
The  letter  fiom  his  most  Christian  Majesty  to' Congress,  which  I 
had  the  honor  of  receivbg,  enclosed  with  yours  to  me  of  the  23d 
October,  was  immediately  laid  before  Congress.  The  absence  of 
the  members,  occasioned  by  their  annual  electbn  and  other  circum- 
stances, did  not  admit  of  conveying  their  answer  by  the  last  packet^ 
As  soon  as  a  sufficient  number  of  States  shall  be  represented,  I  am 
persuaded  they  will  be  happy  to  embrace  the  earliest  opportuni^  of 
congratulating  his  Majesty  on  the  birth  of  the  princess^  and  assoring 
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him  of  the  pleasure  they  derive  from  that  and  every  other  event  that 
can  add  to  the  happmess  of  himself  and  family. 

I  have  the  hon<»r  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FBpM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  December  21, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
on  the  18th  of  this  month.  However  long  may  be  the  delay 
attendmg  the  answer  which  Congress  purpose  to  make  to  the  letter 
of  the  King,  his  Majesty  will  never  have  room  to  doubt  the  sincerity 
of  the  sentiments  of  which  that  assembly  have  so  often  given  him 
proofs,  and  of  which  you  are  pleased  to  give  me  fresh  assurances. 

Several  members  of  Congress  having  inquired  of  me,  with  a  degree 
of  earnestness,  whether  the  news  concerning  the  pretended  exchange 
with  Spain,  in  the  southern  part  of  this  continent,  was  well  founded, 
I  cannot  answer  that  question  better  than  by  conmiunicating  to  you 
the  following  passage,  in  a  despatch  from  the  Count  De  Vergennes, 
of  the  25th  August  last :  ^<  The  exchange  of  Louisiana  for  a  French 
'  possession  in  the  West  Indies,  has  never  been  in  question.  And  if 
'anything  should  be  again  said  of  it,  you  will  be  pleased  to  deny  it 
*  formally." 

I  am,  with  respect,  &c.,  OTTO. 


FEOM  MONSIEUR  OTTO  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  October  33w  ITMl 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  subjoined  extiact  of  the 
despatch  from  M.  the  Count  De  Vergennes,  of  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  speak  to  you.    The  gazettes  mentioned  in  this  extract  contain 
many  articles  by  which  it  is  msinuated  that  we  have  a  great  interest 
to  excite  the  Berbary  Powers  agamst  the  United  States..    The  Seen* 
Vol.  I.— 16 
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tboBiiess  of  the  puUKc  papeis  waght  be  prejadkial  to  ibe  good 
correspondence  which  so  happilj  sttbsets  between  thm  two  natkMS»  if 
the  reports  of  the  public  officers  did  not  meke  knowa  the  true  senti- 
ments and  moderation  of  the  respective  Powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  OTTO. 


BXTBACT  OF  A  LETTER  FROM  MOMBIEUR  THE  COUNT  D£  YERGENKES 
TO  IKHISIEUB  OTTO,  OF  AUGUST  25,  1786. 

Traodatios. 

<<  You  can  assure  the  G;>ngress  that  the  King  will  seize  with 
eagerness  all  occasions  to  facilitate  their  good  intelligence  i^^^the^ 
Barbary  Powers.  This  assembly  without  doubt  have  been  informed 
of  the  support  that  his  Majesty  affords  to  the  American  Commissieners 
who  negotiate  at  Algiers  and  at  Morocco ;  the  treaty  which  has  been 
recently  signed  with  tiiis  last  Power,  and  which  will  probably  be 
published  in  America,  will  be  the  best  refiitation  of  the  suspicions 
which  many  public  papers  are  willing  to  inspire  against  our  syst^n 
of  policy." 

0 

FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  MONSIEUR  OTTO; 

New  York,  NoremlMr  2,  naS. 

Sti^ 

Permit  me  to  introduce  to  you  the  bearer,  Colonel  Talbot,  a  gen- 
tleman greatly  distingubhed  by^  gaHant  actions  during  the  late  war. 
He  has  two  sons  whom  he  wishes  to  educate  for  the  sea,  and  to  place 
on  board  a  French  vessel,  under  ih&  orders  and  ditection  of  some 
officer  of  merit.  Various  reasons  induce  him  to  prefer  one  of  the 
King's  packets.  He  is  desirous  to  know  whether  his  sons  could  be 
received  on  boardv  and*  if  so,  requests  to  be  favored  with  your  advice 
on  the  occasion. 

It  is  natural  to  presume  that  young  Americans  brought  up  under 

French  officers  will  have  a  predilection  for  the  French,  nation,  and  I 

am  persuaded  that  you  concur  with  me  in  wishing  to  promote  the 

nKxst  friendly  intercourse  and  connexion  between  our  two  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8tc.,  JOHPf  JAY. 


CJ/ 
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Translation. 

New  York,  November  3, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  recdyed  the  letter  which  fad  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me, 
recommendmg  the  sons  of  Mr.  Talbot,  a  distmguished  officer  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  I  instantly  confetted  with  M.  de  la 
Foret  cm  the  subject,  who  is  particularly  charged  with  everything 
rdating  to  the  Marine.  It  appears  that  since  the  ne^  ordinance 
thanr  will  be  certain  difficulties  to  surmount,  either  because  there  is 
00  regulation  as  to  the  admission  of  strangers  into  the  Kmg's  service, 
or  becanse  this  ordinance  expressly  fixes  the  age  of  sixteen  for  vohm- 
teeifs.  We  flatter  ourselves,  however,  that  we  shall  be  able  to  seocmd 
your  views  respecting  Mr.  Talbot's  sons ;  and  though  it  is  impossible 
to  fix  them  immediately  on  board  his  Majesty's  packets,  we  will  ask 
pwmiission  fiom  the  Minister  directly,  which  MMist,  howev)^,  occasm 
•  delay  of  five  or  six  months. 

I  entirely  coincide,  sir,  with  your  remarks  in  support  <^  your 
request.  It  is  essential  to  facilitate  more  and  more  the  connexions 
between  the  two  nations,  and  nothing  can  more  contribute  towards 
this  than  reciprocally  to  admit  the  subjects  of  each  nation  mto  sea 
or  land  service. 

lam^bo.,  OTTO. 


tBxm-  MONttnm  orro^  to  john  sjs^ 

TnUodatiWv 

Ne#  York,  Bfay  do,  1787. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  firom  the 
Count  de  Monnnorin,  accompanied  with  another  letter  written  to  him 
by  the  Marshal  de  Castries,  on  the  subject  of  Colonel  Talbot's 
request.  It  is  with  the  greatest  sads&ction  I  find  that  the  new  Mu^ 
istor  is  no  le^  dbposed  than  Count  de  Vergennes  was  to  render 
himself  agreeable  to  the  United  Statie^  by  every  good  office,  and  that 
he  is  particularly  disposed  to  be  serviceable  to  such  of  your  fellow* 
citizens  as  have  the  advantaige  of  being  countenanced  by  you. 
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I  have  already  advised  with  Colonel  Talbot  as  to  the  least  expen- 
sive mode  of  sending  bis  sons  to  France,  and  I  hope  that  be  will  be 
perfectly  satbfied  with  our  measures  on  that  bead. 

I  am,  &c.,  OTTO. 


FROM  THE  COUNT  DB  HONTMORIN  TO  MONSISUB  OTTO. 

Translation.  ' 

Veraailles,  March  31,  1787. 
Sir, 
You  addressed  a  letter  the  4th  of  November  to  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  from  Mr.  Jay,  who  supported  with  his  recommendatbn 
Colonel  Talbot's  desire  of  entering  his  two  sons  on  board  his  Majesty's 
Navy  in  quality  of  volunteers.  The  Marshal  de  Castries,  to  whom  I 
communicated  this  request,  sent  me  the  answer  of  which  you  have  a 
copy  herewith ;  you  will  be  pleased  to  communicate  it  to  Mr.  Jay. 
He  will  assuredly  see  with  satisfaction  that  the  dbpositions  of  the 
Marshal  de  Castries  are  as  he  wishes. 


FROM  THE   MARSHAL   DC    CASTRIES   TO  THE    COUNT    DE   MONTMORIN. 

Versailles,  February  36, 1787. 

The  services  which  Colonel  Talbot,  an  American  Colonel,  rendered 
to  one  of  our  squadrons  during  the  last  war,  lead  me  to  second  hb 
wishes  to  procure  a  berth  for  two  of  his  sons  in  his  Majesty's  navy. 
These  young  people  can  come  to  one  of  the  ports  in  France,  and 
when  I  shall  be  informed  of  their  arrival  I  will  give  orders  for  their 
being  employed  in  the  capacity  of  volunteers  of  the  third  class, 
rd^eving  them,  on  account  of  a  particular  regard  for  the  fiiendly 
Power  whose  subjects  they  are,  and  on  account  of  the  attachment 
their  father  has  shewn  to  Fxance,  from  the  previous  formalities  and 
conditions  prescribed  by  the  ordinance  for  arriving  to  tliis  grade.  I 
beg  that  you  will  let  Colonel  Talbot  know  of  this  disposition  through 
Mr.  Otto,  Charge  d'Afiaires  for  France  to  the  United  States. 
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FROM  THE    COUNT   DE   MOUSTIER  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  February  4, 1788. 
Sir, 
My  health  being  considerably  reestablished,  I  have  the  pleasure 
of  addressing  to  you  the  annexed  copy  of  my  letter  of  credence  in 
quality  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Majesty  to  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States.  I  request  the  favor  of  you  to  communicate  it 
to  that  assembly,  to  the  end  that  they  may  fix  a  day  which  shall 
appear  to  them  the  most  convenient  to  give  me  a  public  audience. 

I  greatly  regret,  sir,  that  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage  have 
retarded  the  request  which  I  have  the  honor  now  to  make  to  you. 
I  dare  to  flatter  myself  that  the  United  States  will  not  be  the  less 
convinced  of  the  zeal  which  animates  me,  and  of  the  sincerity  of  the 
assurances  of  firiendship  which  I  shall  give  them,  in  the  name  of  hb 
Majesty. 

I  ought  to  suppose,  sir,  that  on  this  occasion  the  same  ceremonial 
will  be  followed  which  was  observed  at  the  reception  of  my  prede- 
cess<X8,  but  as  I  have  not  received  any  official  communication  on 
this  subject,  I  request  the  favor  of  you  previously  to  communicate  to 
me  the  intentions  of  Congress. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIER. 


REPORT  OF  JOHN  JAT  TO  CONGRESS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  February  12, 1788. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  from  the 
Count  de  Mousder,  enclosing  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  credence, 
requesting  that  a  day  be  fixed  for  his  ptAlic  audience,  and  inti- 
mating an  expectation  that  the  ceremonial  will  be  the  same  as  in 
the  cases  of  his  predecessors,  reports : 
That  in  his  opinion  it  would  be  proper  to  name  as  early  a  day  as 

may  coosbt  with  the  convenience  of  Congress,  for  receiving  the 

Count. 
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That  he  has  perused  and  considered  the  ceremonials  heretofcHre 
used  on  such  pocamns^  and  that  they  i^pear  to  him  to  put  much 
less  distinction  between  an  Ambassador  and  a  Minister  than  the 
laws  and  actual  practice  of  civilized  nations  have  established. 

That  ccHi^dering  the  past  and  present  state  of  American  affiurs, 
he  thinks  it  might  not  be  so  advisable  to  correct  mistakes  relative  to 
maUers  of  ceremony  and  etiquette  at  this  period,  as  when  the  pro- 
posed plan  of  government  shall  begin  to  operate.  He^  dierefore, 
is  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  be  best  to  receive  this  Minister  m 
the  same  manner  as  his  predecessor  and  the  Dutch  Minister  were 
feceived. 

All  which  b  subcmtted  to  ifae  wisdiHn  of  Ckmgress. 

JOHW  JAY. 

n         0  '   '  "I 


Wfifm  TPS  C0I7I9T  Mi  XOlTSTISPt  TO  /^WK  JAM* 

Trap9latipii. 

Nftw  Yori[,F«fara«rf  4  USB. 

Sr, 
I  have  die  booor  of  jaddvessiog  to  you  the  aooes^ed  «o|iy  of  a 
letter  of  the  recall  of  the  Chevalier  d^  la  Luzerne,  mj  predecessor; 
with  a  letter  which  that  Minister  has  written,  by  order  of  his  Majesty, 
to  the  President  of  CongresSi  to  take  leave.  I  hope  the  expressions 
of  friendship  and  affection  ccmtamed  in  those  pieces  will  be  agreeable 
to  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIER. 


fMiC  TBM   KIKO   Of   r&AlfeE   TO   THB    COlfOBSSS    OT    TSS   OVITCD 

STATES. 

TiaaslatipQ. 
Very  dear  great  Friends  and  Allies, 
The  Chevalier  de  la  Lucerne  having  teiminated  the  time  which 
we  had  fixed  for  his  residence  with  you  in  quality  of  our  Minister 
Plenipot^itiary,  we  have  ordered  him  to  take  leave  of  you  by 
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irrka^«  Tbe  pnident  aad  e&ligfatened  cooduct  which  he  coostantiy 
observed  during  the  course  of  his  missioo,  add  to  Ae  proofe  which 
he  had  before  given  us  of  his  zeal  £>r  our  service.  We  are  persuaded 
he  will  equally,  to  our  satisfitctioDy  acquit  himself  of  the  order  we 
have  ^ven  him  to  assure  you,  in  terms  the.  most  expressive,  of  our 
a&ction,  and  of  our  sincere  friendship  for  jrou.  He  cannot  too 
strcmgly  paint  to  jw  ihe  lively  interest  which  we  take  in  the  pios- 
perity  of  the  United  States  in  geneni,  and  in  that  of  each  of  diem 
b  particular.  On  this  we  pray  God  that  He  will  have  you,  very 
dear  great  Friends  and  Allies,  in  His  holy  keeping. 
Done  at  Versailles,  the  30th  September,  1787. 

Your  good  Friend  and  Ally,  LOUIS. 

Count  dk  Montmorik. 


nam  the  ckkvaube  ds  la  luicbnk  to  the  president  of 

CONORESt. 

Transhition. 

The  King  having  thought  proper  to  destme  me  to  another  service 
dm  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  Congress,  I  have  the 
honor  of  addressing  to  you  my  letter  of  recall,  and  of  requesting  that 
it  may  be  presented  to  that  assembly. 

The  advantage  which  I  enjoyed  for  six  years,  of  negotiating  upon 
die  greatest  and  most  important  afiairs  with  Congress,  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  those  great  statesmen  and  patriots,  who  successively 
composed  diat  ilhistrioos  body,  are  sure  guarantees  of  the  respect 
and  admiration  which  I  entertain  for  them. 

I  shall  never  forget  that  the  most  pleasing  moments  of  my  life  have 
keen  diose  when  charged  with  the  management  of  tlie  interests  of  the 
two  great  allies,  I  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  see  constantly  the 
most  perfect  confidence  and  harmony  prevail.  Prosperity  as  well  as 
adversity  have  served  to  bind  still  closer  the  ties  of  our  union  founded 
on  justice;  and  what  has  perhaps  never  happened  before  in  an 
iHiance  of  this  nature,  not  for  a  single  moment  has  a  coolness  or 
uneasmess  existed ;  but  it  has  been  crowned  by  the  most  brilliant, 
die  most  glorious,  and  the  most  useful  of  revolutions.  Never  shall  I 
forget  the  marics  of  perscmal  confidence  which  I  have  received  firom 


Digitized  by 


Google 


848  JOHN  JAY-SEC.  FOR  POREiaN  AFFAIRS. 

Congress  on  various  occasions.  Absent  from  them  I  console  myself 
with  the  reflection  that  my  successor,  by  his  zeal  and  talents,  will 
easily  place  my  feeble  services  in  oblivion. 

Condescend,  sir,  to  be  the  interpreter  of  my  sentiments  to  that 
illustrious  assembly  over  which  you  preside.     My  unceasing  prayers 
shall  henceforth  be  offered  up  for  a  nation  whose  firmness  and 
patriotbm  have  caused  the  admiration  of  the  universe. 
Accept,  sir,  individually,  be, 

DE  LA  LUZERNE. 


BEPORT   OF   JOHN  JAT  ON  THE   LETTER  OF   THE  CHEVALIER  DE  LA 

LUZERNE. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  March  13, 1788. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 

Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the day  of , 

1787,  from  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  to  his  Excellency  the 

President  of  Congress,  reports : 

That  m  his  opinion  it  would  be  proper  that  he  should  write  to  the 

Chevalier  a  letter  of  the  following  tenor : 

"Sir, 

"  Hb  Excellency  the  President  laid  before  Congress  your  letter  of 
recall,  together  with  the  one  that  enclosed  it ;  and  I  have  the  honor, 
in  obedience  to  their  orders,  to  assure  you  that  had  you  resumed  your 
former  place  near  them,  you  would  have  received  fresh  and  continued 
marks  of  that  esteem  with  which  the  manner  in  which  you  fulfilled 
the  duties  of  it  very  early  impressed  them.  They  have  heard  with 
pleasure  of  the  recent  and  honorable  proof  which  the  King  has  given 
you  of  his  confidence ;  and  as  your  attachment  and  services  to  this 
country  will  always  be  remembered,  so  you  will  always  have  the  best 
wishes  of  Congress  that  success  and  prosperity  may  attend  you  to 
every  station  to  which  your  distingubhed  merit  and  talents  may 
induce  the  King  to  call  you.'* 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wIsdcHn  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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OiBce  for  Forei|:n  Affairs,  May  30, 1768. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Uoited  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 

Afliurs,  to  whom  was  referred  two  letters  from  his  most  Christian 

Majesty,  dated  the  30th  September  last,  reports : 

That  in  hb  opmion  the  following  answers  to  them  would  be 
|iroper  •  yiz  : 

<<  Great  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally, 

"The  conduct  of  your  Majesty's  Minister,  the  Chevalier  de  la 
Luzerne,  during  his  residence  with  us  was  commendable  and  satis- 
factory, and  it  gives  us  pleasure  to  assure  you  that  we  entertain  a 
high  opinion  of  his  merit.  The  manner  in  which,  by  his  Majesty's 
Older,  he  has  taken  leave  of  us  manifests  his  attention  to  your  dignity 
and  interests,  and  afRjrds  strong  evidence  of  his  attachment  to  the 
prosperity  and  happmess  of  these  States.  We  pray  God  to  have 
you,  our  great  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  in  His  holy  keeping. 

"Written  at  New  York,  the  day  of by  your  good 

friends  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled." 

"  Great  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally, 

"The  choice  you  have  been  pleased  to  make  of  the  Count  de 
Moustier  lo  succeed  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is  perfectly 
agreeable  to  us.  We  flatter  ourselves  that  he  will  with  equal  zeal 
and  ability,  with  his  predecessor,  endeavor  to  promote  and  reconcile 
die  essential  interests  of  both  countries,  and  study  to  preserve  ^d 
increase  the  mutual  attachment  and  intercourse  which  happily 
subsists  between  them. 

"We  receive  with  great  pleasure  the  kmd  and  explicit  assurances 
of  fri^dship  contained  in  your  Majesty's  letter  of  the  30th  September 
last ;  a  long  series  of  important  good  offices  have  affi>rded  us  ample 
proofs  of  it,  and  we  cannot  omit  this  occasion  of  conveying  to  you 
our  sincere  acknowledgments  for  the  recent  marks  exhibited  in  the 
commercial  favors  you  have  lately  been  pleased  to  confer  on  the 
United  States.  We  pray  God  to  have  you,  our  great  and  beloved 
friend  and  ally,  in  His  holy  keeping. 

"Written  at  New  York,  the  day  of by  your  good 

tneads  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled." 

All  which  b  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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FBOM  THE   CaUMT   i>S  ifM7STI£B  TO  JOHN  JAX. 

Translatioii. 

Tuesday,  February  19»  178B. 
The  Count  De  Moustier  having  just  received  an  invita^cm  fixm 
the  President  of  Congress  to  dine  with  him  on  Tuesday,  the  19th, 
presumes  it  means  this  very  day,  which  he  has  also  accidentaUy 
beard  has  been  fixed  on  by  Congress  for  his  audience.  As  it  is  mat 
to  be  supposed  that  he  can  be  instructed  an  this  head  but  throa^ 
Mr.  Jay,  and  by  his  answer  to  the  letter  which  be  had  die  honor-of 
writing  him  the  4tb  instant,  he  requests  that  he  will  be  pleased  Id 
oocamnnicate  to  him  the  resolution  of  Congress,  that  be  may  regulate 
himself  accordingly.  Fearing  lest  he,8hoBld  receive  infomuEtian  loo 
late,  he  may  not  be  able  to  obtain  certam  idairtciiMtmewU  that  womf 
be  neoeasary  for  lum,  and  which  he  cannot  be  acqtiainted  widi. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THB  COOftT  DC  KOUSTICB. 

Oflice  fcMT  Foreign  Affain,  Febniary  19, 1788. 

sir. 
On  receiving  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the 
4th  instant,  I  immediately  communicated  it,  together  with  the  paper 
it  enclosed,  to  Congress.  I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that 
they  have  been  pleased  to  order  that  you  be  received  and  admitted 
to  a  public  audience  oo  Tuesday,  the  2^  of  this  month,  at  twelve 
o'clock ;  and  that  the  ceremonial  be  such  as  you  will  find  detailed  ia 
the  paper  herewith  enclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAf. 


Extract  fiom  Ae  Journal. 

Fefanuury  14,  IISS^ 
The  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs  having  transmitted  to  Congress 
a  letter  from  the  Count  De  Moustier,  together  with  a  copy  of  a  letter 
of  credence,  by  which  it  appears  that  his  most  Christian  Majesty 
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ha3  appointed  the  Cou&t  to  succeed  the  Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne 
IB  quality  of  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Slates  of 
America ;  and  the  said  Minister  having  requested  that  Uiis  inay  be 
coBunumcated  to  Congress  that  they  may  fix  a  day  which  shall 
i^pear  to  them  the  most  convenient  to  give  him  a  public  audience, 

Besohedy  That  the  said  Count  de  Moustier  be  received  as  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  from  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  that  agreeably 
to  fab  request  he  be  admitted  to  a  public  audience  on  Tuesday,  tlie 
2$tb  of  the  present  month,  in  the  room  where  Congress  assembles. 

Ordered,  That  ihe  Secretary  for  Foreign  AflSiirs  inform  the 
honorable  the  Minister  of  the  United  Netherlands,  and  his  Cathdic 
Ifc^ty's  Encargado  de  Negocios  of  the  public  audience  to  be  given 
to  the  honorable  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty. 


FBOM  TflX  eOITlfT  I>E   MOUSTIER  TO  JOHK  JAJT. 

Tnmshdoo. 

Nerw  York,  F^bmury  SO,  VWB. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me, 
informing  me  of  the  resolution  which  Congress  have  been  pleased  to 
take  the  14tb  of  this  month  relative  to  my  public  audience. 

]n  consequence  of  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  ceremonial,  which 
you  have  taken  the  trouble  to  communicate  to  me,  I  enclose 
herewith  the  speech  which  I  propose  to  make  at  the  time  of  my 
reception. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  inc., 

UE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIER. 


SPEECH   or  THC   COUNT   D^  MOUSTIKB. 

Gentlemen  of  Congress, 
The  relations  of  friendship  and  affection  which  subsist  between 
the  King,  my  master,  and  the  United  States,  have  been  established 
OD  a  basis  which  cannot  but  daily  acquire  a  new  degree  of  solidity. 
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It  is  satisfactory  to  be  mutually  convinced  that  an  alliance  fonned 
for  obtaining  a  glorious  peace,  after  eSbrts  directed  by  the  greatest 
wisdom  and  sustained  with  admirable  constancy,  must  always  be 
conformable  to  the  common  interests,  and  that  it  is  a  fruitful  source 
of  infinite  advantages  to  both  nations,  whose  mutual  confidence  and 
intercourse  will  increase  in  proportion  as  they  become  better  known 
to  each  other. 

The  King,  who  was  the  first  to  connect  himself  with  the  United 
States,  as  a  sovereign  power,  to  second  their  efforts  and  favor  their 
interests,  has  never  ceased,  since  that  memorable  period,  to  turn  his 
attention  to  the  means  of  proving  to  them  his  afifection*  This 
sentiment  directs  the  prayers  which  his  Majesty  fcurms  for  their 
prosperity.  Their  success  will  always  interest  him  sensibly,  and 
there  is  reason  to  hope  for  it  fix)m  the  wisdom  of  the  measures  which 
they  will  adopt. 

To  thb  solemn  assurance  of  interest  and  attachment  on  the  part 
of  the  King,  to  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  nation,  and  to  the 
fervent  wishes  of  a  great  number  of  my  countrymen  who  have  had 
the  advantage  to  be  associated  in  the  military  toils  and  success  of 
the  United  States,  permit  me  to  add  those  which  I,  in  particular, 
entertain  for  the  growth  and  glory  of  these  States.  I  at  length 
enjoy  the  satisfaction  of  having  it  in  my  power  here  to  testify  tlie 
profound  veneration  with  which  I  have  been  constantly  penetrated 
for  a  people  who  have  been  able  to  fix,  from  their  birth,  the  attenti<Hi 
of  the  most  considerable  Powers  in  Europe,  and  whose  courage  and 
patriotism  have  astonished  all  nations.  My  happmess  will  be  com- 
plete, gentlemen,  if  I  succeed,  by  my  zeal  and  most  constant  cares, 
to  merit  your  esteem,  your  confidence,  and  your  approbation. 

The  task  which  I  have  to  accomplish  appears  to  me  to  be  the 
more  difficult,  as  in  succeeding  a  Minister  who  held  a  place  near 
you,  gentlemen,  with  which  I  am  now  honored,  I  am  far  fix>m 
enjoying  the  advantages  which  he  derived  fixHn  his  talents,  his 
knowledge,  and  those  circumstances  which  placed  him  in  the  most 
intimate  relations  with  you.  I  will  endeavor  to  resemble  him,  at 
least,  by  tlie  greatest  attention  to  promote  and  give  success  to 
whatever  may  contribute  to  the  satbfaction,  the  glory,  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  United  States. 

THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIER. 
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REPORT  OF  JOHN  JAT  TO  CONGRESS. 

Offce  for  Foreigpi  Affedra,  February  31,  1788. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 

Afiairs,  having  received  a  copy  of  the  speech  which  Count  de 

Moustier  purposes  to  make  on  Tuesday,  the  26th  February  instant, 

reported  the  following  answer  to  it,  viz : 
"Sir, 

^' It  will  always  give  us  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  friendship 
and  important  good  offices  which  we  have  experienced  from  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  and  your  generous  nation ;  and  we  flatter  ourselves 
that  the  same  principles  of  magnanimity  and  regard  to  mutual 
convenience  which  dictated  the  connexion  between  us,  will  continue 
to  operate,  and  to  render  them  still  more  extensive  in  their  benefits 
to  the  two  countries. 

"We  consider  the  alliance  as  involving  engagements  highly 
interesting  to  both  parUes,  and  we  are  persuaded  that  they  will  b& 
ohserved  with  entire  and  mutual  good  faith. 

"We  are  happy  in  being  so  explicitly  assured  of  the  continuance 
of  his  Majesty's  friendship  and  attachment,  and  in  this  opportunity 
of  expressing  the  high  sense  we  entertain  of  their  sincerity  and 
vahie.  It  is  with  real  satisfaction,  sir,  that  we  receive  you  as 
Minister  Plenipotentiary;  especially  as  your  character  gives  us 
reason  to  expect  that  the  harmony  and  interests  of  both  nations  will 
not  be  less  promoted  by  your  talents,  candor,  and  liberality,  than  they 
w^  by  those  which  distmguished  your  predecessor,  and  recom- 
mended him  to  our  esteem  and  regard." 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 

0 
FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIER  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  May  28,  1788. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith  a  note,  which,  considering 
the  importance  of  its  contents,  I  must  request  you  will  immediately 
lay  before  Congress,  so  that  that  assembly  may  have  time  to  take  it 
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into  consideraUon  before  the  departure  of  the  packet,  which  b  fixed 
for  the  10th  of  next  month,  and  to  send  Mr;  Jedbrson  such  instruc- 
tions as  they  may  judge  proper. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIEIL 


Note. — [Translation.) 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Plenipotientiary  of  France,  hea  the 
honor  of  informing  tlie  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  that  be 
has  received  an  order  from  his  Court  to  demand  the  delivery  of  » 
French  captain,  who  has  been  guilty  of  a  crime,  the  punbhment  of 
which  is  equally  interesting  to  every  comm^cial  nation. 

Joseph  Marie  Anne  Ferrier,  a  native  of  Cette,  in  Languedoc, 
commanding  the  brig  David,  was  despatched  fixnn  die  Cape,  in  die' 
Island  of  St.  Domingo,  for  Nantz,  the  1st  July,  1787,  with  a  cai^o 
of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  weight  of  coffee  belonging  to 
different  persons.  Under  pretence  of  some  leaks  which  were 
discovered  in  his  vessel,  he  directed  his  course  for  NcMrfolk,  in  Virginia, 
where  he  airived  the  26th  of  the  sjune  month. 

The  Sieur  Oster,  die  King's  Vice  Consul,  having  gone  on  board 
to'  visit  the  vessel  and  appoint  inspectors,  in  order  to  prove  hei^ 
condition,  in  confonnity  with  his  Majesty's  ordinances,  foudd^  finm 
the  depositbns  of  some  passengers,  that  the  said'  Ferrter  had  not 
intended  to  go  to  France,  as  he  had  only  taken  in  piiovisiotis  fer 
fifteen  dayB ;  that  the  evening  before  he  left  the  Cape,  he  clandfes^ 
dnely  sold  a  part  of  his  cargo ;  that,  in  order  for  a  pretext  to  stop  at 
Virginia,  and  there  sell  his  vessel,  he  had  several  leaks  made  on 
purpose  in  the  hold,  by  which  twelve  thousand  pounds  of  cofi^ 
were  damaged,  which  the  Sieur  Oster  was  obliged  to  ordar  to  be  sold 
at  auction ;  that  he  had  wickedl)  thrown  overboard  an  anchcur  of 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  a  large  cable  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  fathoms,  some  topmasts,  and  other  thmgs  belonging  to 
his  brig.  In  short,  to  conceal  his  misdemeanors,  he  kept  at  sea  a 
false  journal,  which  he  signed  himself,  and  caused  his  mate  and  crew 
to  do  the  same,  in  order  to  make  it  appear  that  he  had  been  (d)Iiged 
to  renounce  his  voyage  to  Nantz,  and  stop  at  the  Chesapeake. 

Captain  Ferrier  being  informed  of  these  depositions,  and  fearing 
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tfe  eMtfeqaenees  of  his  crime,  deserted  with  bis  mate  and  die  otW 
aceoespiices^  bot  he  was  taken  hj  the  mbabilants  and  brought  back 
t»  the  Sieur  Oster,  who  sent  him  prieooer  on  board  the  French  ship 
the  Jason,  after  permission  obtained  £x)m  the  Majror  of  Norfolk. 
Tile  edpsit  uoderwent  an  examkiatioQ  on  the  6th  December,  and 
owfiBased  tiio  erime  ef  whieb  he  was  acet»ed.  The  process^  being 
fiwhedy  tfie  Siear  Oster  ealted  an  assembly  of  the  merehaots 
brioDging  to  bis  nation,  in  which  it  was  resolYed  that  Ferrier  should 
be  seat  to  Nantz,  to  be  ^dged  by  the  officers  of  the  admiralty.  He 
Mote>  at  the  sMse  time,  to-  the  GroFemor  of  Virginia,  giving  him  an 
aeeoani  of  aB  these  particulars,  and  requesting  the  consent  of  the 
Couneil  to  send  the  said  Fenner  to  France  in  the  vessel  which  be 
faMi  eonsnanded.  He  received  no  answer  to  thb  letter,  which  was 
dtted  die  2d  October,  copy  of  which  (No.  1.)  is  annexed ;  but  on 
the  7th  November  a  sheriff  went  on  board  the  French  ship  with  a 
wrk  to  arrest  the  said  Ferrier  as  a  debtor  for  fifty  pounds  to  a 
Fitimhmtmy  resident  at  N(Mrfolk.  The  criminal  was  accordingly 
Qieraied,  after  giving  bail  to  appear  at  the  first  county  court.  The 
Skut  Oster  wrote  a  second  time  to  the  Governor,  complaining  of 
tfais  irregular  procedure,  and  reclaiming  not  only  the  captain,  but  the 
oc&er  crimmalis.  He  received  no  answer  but  the  ones  annexed, 
(I?o8.  2,  3.) 

After  these  particulars,  the  unders^ed  has  the  honor  to  represent, 
Aat  it  is  very  surprising  thai,  notwithstanding  the  official  information 
viucfr  bad  been  given  the  2d  October  concerning  the  crimes  of 
lAi^  Captam  Fetrier  had  been  convicted,  he  should  be  liberated 
the  THi  November  under  pretence  of  a  civil  action  of  fifty  pounds ; 
that,  condenmed  in  irons,  on  board  a  French  vessel,  by  the  Ccmsul 
of  bb  nation,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Mayor  of  Norfolk,  he  was 
tdten  away  on  a  suit  brought  by  a  Frenchman^  who  ought  to  have 
•dmowledged  the  jurisdiction  and  audrority  of  his  Consul,  but  who 
lery  IScely  was  m  concert  with  the  criminal  to  efkct  his  escape ;  in 
short,  that  the  magistrates  have  facilitated  this  escape,  without  any 
legard  to  the  complaints  which  were  made  by  his  Majesty's  Vice 
Consul,  a  conduct  the  more  extraordinary  as  by  a  law  of  177^  Ae 
State  of  Virginia  authorizes  the  Consuls  of  Powers  which  have 
acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United  States  to  claim  the 
deserters  from  the  vessels  of  their  nations,  to  judge  differences 
between  their  subjects  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  country,  and  to 
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execute  their  seatences,  provided  they  do  not  pronounce  corporal 
punishment.  It  was  in  consequence  of  this  law  that  the  Sieur  Osier 
obtamed  full  and  entire  satisfaction  in  August,  1784|  in  a  case  similar 
to  the  one  in  question. 

But  even  were  this  Vice  Consul  unsupported  by  any  particular 
law,  he  might  found  his  claim  on  the  common  rights  of  nations,  on 
the  mutual  ties  between  allied  Powers,  on  the  treaty  of  commence, 
and  the  consular  convention,  which  was  the  consequence  of  it,  oq 
the  procedure  which  took  place  in  a  similar  case  in  1784,  on  the 
reciprocity  mvariably  establbhed  in  France,  on  the  interests  of  every 
commercial  nation,  that  a  crime  of  this  nature  should  not  remain 
unpunished ;  in  short,  on  the  dignity  of  Virginia,  which  would  be 
particularly  exposed,  if  one  could  suspect  that  State  of  encouraging 
and  protectmg  villains  proscribed  by  the  laws  of  every  civilized 
nation. 

In  consequence  of  these  observaticHis,  the  undersigned,  Mmister, 
has  received  orders  to  claim  the  criminal,  and  if  by  a  connivance, 
which  is  not  very  likely,  and  which  would  be  very  wide  of  the 
principles  of  justice  and  moderation  which  Virginia  has  so  often 
displayed,  Captam  Ferrier  has  found  means  of  escaping,  he  demands 
to  be  informed  of  the  motives  that  determined  the  magistrates  to  pay 
no  respect  to  the  well  founded  and  pressing  claims  of  the  Vice 
Con3ul  of  France,  and  to, elude  not  only  the  law  which  was  passed 
in  1779,  but  the  principles  which  form  the  basis  of  every  consular 
establishment,  which  are  formally  adopted  by  the  convention  between 
hfa  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  signed  by  the  respective  Plenipo- 
tentiaries, and  which  have  been  hitherto  religiously  observed  in  the 
Kingdom  with  respect  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned,  Minister,  has  the  honor  of  reminding,  on  this , 
occasion,  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  agreeably  to  an 
express  order  received  from  his  Court,  of  the  necessity  of  concluding, 
as  speedily  as  possible,  the  last  formalities,  which  may  have  been 
neglected,  in  order  to  give  every  suitable  effect  to  the  aforesaid 
convention,  and  to  represent  to  them  the  propriety  of  giving  de6nitive 
instructions  on  this  head  to  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  near  bis 
Majesty. 

The  interest  which  the  King  has  always  taken  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  commerce  between  the  Kingdom  and  the  United  States,  is 
manifested  on  every  occasion  too  evidently  for  his  Majesty  not  to 
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expect  on  their  part  every  necessary  step  to  secure  a  perfect 
reciprocity,  the  only  solid  basis  on  which  the  advantages  granted  by 
bis  Majesty  to  the  conunerce  of  the  United  States  can  exist. 

THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIER. 

New  York,  May  28, 1788. 


COPT  or  THE  FIBST  LETTER  WRITTEN  BY  MONSIEUR  OSTER,  THE 
king's  vice  consul,  to  MR.  RANDOLPH,  GOVERNOR  OF  VIRGINIA, 
REFERRED   TO   AS   NO.  1. 

•  Translation. 

Norfolk,  October  2,  1787. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  on  the  26th 
July  last  there  entered  this  port  the  brig  David^  Captain  Joseph 
Marie  Anne  Ferrier,  of  the  city  of  Cette,  in  Languedoc,  under 
pretence  of  distress,  and  that  on  examination  of  the  conduct  of  the 
captain  by  myself,  he  being  now  m  ray  power,  as  also  from  the 
deposiuons  made  in  my  presence,  it  appears,  and  is  proved : 

That  Captain  Ferrier  sailed  the  first  July  last,  from  the  Cape  for 
Nantz,  with  a  cargo  on  freight  of  above  one  hundred  thousand 
pounds  weight  of  coffee,  belonging  to  different  persons ; 

That  he  had  but  fifteen  days'  provisions  for  his  passage,  which 
evidently  proves  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  go  to  the  place  of 
his  destiqation ; 

That  the  evenmg  before  his  departure  fix)m  the  Cape,  whilst  in 
the  road,  he  sold  and  clandestinely  delivered  in  the  night  a  great 
part  of  his  cargo ; 

That  a  few  days  after  he  also  sold  at  sea  another  part  of  his  cargo 
to  a  captain  of  a  sloop,  which  followed  him,  and  with  whom  he  had 
agreed  at  the  Cape ; 

That  to  accomplish  this  collusion,  he,  together  with  hb  mate, 
named  Bastardy  corrupted  the  creWi  and  forced  a  passenger  to 
participate  in  his  robbery  ; 

That  to  excuse  his  stopping,  and  to  cause  damage,  in  order  to 
oblige  his  vessel  to  be  sold,  he  made  two  leaks,  one  in  the  hold,  and 
the  other  in  the  gun-room,  which  occasioned  forty  inches  water,  and 
Vol.  L— 17 
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damaged  twelve  thousand  pounds  of  coflee,  which  I  ordered  to  be 
sold  at  public  sale,  in  order  to  avoid  a  total  loss ; 

That  in  order  to  give  a  better  appearance  to  his  fraudulent  and 
afiected  stopping,  he  wickedly  threw  into  the  sea  an  anchor  of  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  a  large  cable  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fathoms,  topmasts,  yards,  and  a  quantity  of  other  things  belonging 
to  his  brig ; 

And,  in  short,  to  cover  his  misconduct  with  some  show  of  specious- 
ness,  he  kept  at  sea  two  journals,  the  one  true,  the  other  false,  and 
he  also  fabricated  a  false  verbal  process,  which  he  dared  to  affirm  as 
true,  and  signed  it,  and  caused  it  to  be  signed  by  hb  crew,  with 
intent  to  prove  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  renounce  hb  voyage  to 
Nantz,  and  to  put  in  wherever  he  could. 

All  these  fects  being  authentically  proved,  I  propose,  sir,  with  your 
Excellency's  consent,  to  send  the  criminal  to  France,  in  his  own 
vessel,  with  the  instructions  of  his  process  agreeably  to  the  ordinances, 
to  be  judged  according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case  by  the  officers  of 
the  admiralty  of  Nantz,  where  the  vessel  will  be  discharged. 

As  the  sending  of  him  away  ought  immediately  to  take  place,  as 
also  the  punishment  of  his  crime  being  necessary  for  the  support  of 
good  order  and  the  public  confidence,  I  hope  that  your  Excellency 
and  the  honorable  Council  will  approve  of  the  same,  and  that  you 
will  be  pleased,  sir,  to  acknowledge  as  soon  as  possible  the  receipt  of 
tliis  letter. 

The  following  persons,  having  been  Captain  Ferrier's  accomplices, 
viz :  Joseph  Bastard,  Joseph  Grance,  Louis  Bomiche,  Jean  Marie 
Jouy,  Noel  Kequelay,  Jean  Aubert,  Jean  La  Pierre,  Jean  Jacques, 
and  Jean  Claude  Martel,  all  composing  the  crew  of  the  brig  David, 
finom  which  tliey  have  deserted,  and  the  duty  of  my  c^ce  compelling 
me  to  seize  all  the  abettors  if  possible,  I  must  request  jrour  Excel* 
lency  to  grant  me  the  necessary  order,  or  warrant,  for  the  purpose  of 
apprehending  them,  by  means  of  constables  or  other  officers  of  justice 
beiongmg  to  the  State.  If  nothing,  as  I  conceive,  prevents  die 
granting  of  this  order  to  me,  I  must  earnestly  request,  sir,  that  you 
will  be  kind  enough  to  send  it  to  me  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  made  out. 
It  will  particularly  serve  to  justify  my  diligence. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
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COPT  OF  THE    SECOND    LETTER   FBOM   MOHSIEUR    OSTEB,  THE   VICE 
CONSUL   or  FBANCE,  TO  THE  OOVEBNOB  OF   THUUNIA* — ^No.  2. 

Traoslatkni. 

Norfolk,  NoTember  11, 1787. 

The  2d  of  last  month  I  had  the  honor  of  giving  you  an  account 
of  the  motives  which  detennined  me  to  act  with  severity  against  a 
French  captain  named  Joseph  Marie  Anne  Ferrier;  and  as  this 
criminal  had  accomplices,  that  it  was  my  duty  to  search  them  out. 
I9  at  the  same  time,  requested  that  your  Excellency  would  be  pleased 
to  grant  me  the  necessary  orders  to  claim  them,  ahd  arrest  them  in 
whatev^  district  of  the  State  they  might  be  found. 

My  letter  to  your  Excellency  on  this  subject  being  still  unan- 
swered— not  knowing  whether  the  honorable  Council  have  any 
reasons  why  they  should  not  grant  my  request— and  it'bemg  neces- 
saiy,  on  this  occasi(»,  to  justify  my  conduct,  I  once  more  take  the 
liberty  sir,  to  ^request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  grant  me  the 
Older  mentioned  in  my  aforesaid  letter ;  and  if  there  b  no  objection 
agimst  its  being  made  out  for  me,  I  beg  that  yon  will  include  therein 
Captain  Ferrier,  who  was  taken  from  his  prison  by  surprise,  and 
liberated,  the  7th  instant,  by  virtue  of  a  simple  writ,  obtained  by  a 
person  called  Breton,  on  an  ill-founded  claim  for  fifty  pounds. 

This  surprise  haidng  happened  on  board  a  French  vessel,  and 
through  a  frivolous  pretext,  it  cannot  be  dissembled  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely contrary  to  good  order,  to  the  confidence  and  security  of 
commerce,  which  nations,  closely  united  by  solemn  treaties,  are 
mterested  in  supporting  and  encourag^g  in  their  respective  posses- 
ions. It  is  accordingly  in  consequence  of  these  principles  diat,  in 
quality  of  his  Majesty's  Vice  Consid  in  the  republic  of  Virginia,  I 
take  the  fiirst  opportunity  of  complaining  to  your  Excellency  on  this 
snbjeet,  and  of  claiming,  in  the  strongest  terms,  your  good  ofiices 
and  authority,  that,  on  such  occasions  in  future,  measures  may  be 
adopted  as  will  not  counteract  the  frmctions  entrusted  to  me  respecting 
the  French  subjects  depending  on  my  vice  consulate,  and  particulaily 
Aich  as  are  criminal  and  within  my  power,  as  was  Captain  Ferrier. 

Agrttablyio  aU  publicatiom  en  the  subject  of  the  rights  of  nations 
aUicd  m  a  doubk  point  of  view,  such  as  France  and  the  United 
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States  happily  are,  Captain  Ferrier  ought  never  to  have  been  entirely 
withdrawn  from  under  my  dependence.  At  a  criminal^  and  publicly 
acknowledged  such,  the  sheriff  who  took  him,  instead  of  giving  kirn 
his  liberty  with  bail,  and  without  any  particular  reason,  ought  to 
have  held  him  a  prisoner  in  the  prison  of  the  country,  and  to  htfve 
kept  him  there  until  he  had  satisfied  his  engagements,  and  afterwards 
returned  him  to  me.  This  officer  should  the  rather  have  acted  in 
this  manner  as  he  knew  thai  I  had  obtained  permission  from  the  chief 
magistrate  in  Norfolk  to  apprehend  the  criminal. 

This  opinion,  which  arises  from  the  principles  of  that  justice 
which  nations  ought  to  cultivate,  and  which  is  the  basb  of  all  society, 
as  well  as  the  safest  bond  of  commerce,  I  am  persuaded  that  your 
Excellency  will  think  so  likewise,  and  grant  that,  without  this  virtue, 
which  ought  to  be  respected,  human  society  would  degenerate  to  a 
band  of  ruffians. 

Such,  sir,  are  the  reasons  <hi  which  I  found  the  claim  which  I  take 
the  liberty  of  now  making  on  your  authority  and  influence,  in  ord^* 
to  prevent,  in  future,  through  frivolous  pretexts,  that  the  law 
respecting  debtors  be  not  used  in  favor  of  French  transgressors,  who 
shall  be  found  amenable  to  the  ordinances  of  his  Majesty,  without 
infiingmg  those  of  the  republic  over  which  you  with  so  much  wisdom 
preside. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c. 


FROM   GOVERNOR  RANDOLPH  TO  MONSIEUR  OSTER,   VICE    CONSUL  OF 

FRANCE. 

Richmond,  Norember  39,  1787. 
Sir, 
As  soon  as  the  Council  had  decided  on  your  application  of  the  2d 
ultimo,  for  aid  m  the  execution  of  your  authority  upon  a  French 
subject  charged  with  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  France,  I  did 
myself  the  honor,  by  a  private  hand,  of  informing  you  of  the  result.  I 
now  find,  by  your  letter  of  the  1 1th  instant,  received  late  last  evening, 
that  my  letter  had  not  reached  you.  I  therefore  now  repeat  that  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  that  they  cannot  mterfere  or  lend 
assistance  in  the  case  which  you  mentioned.  This  opinion  proceeds 
not  from  any  disinclination  to  support  the  consular  power,  but  firom 
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the  fixed  principle  of  our  Government  that  no  authority  can  be 
exercised  by  any  body  of  men  to  whom  it  has  not  been  duly 
delegated.  The  onlyslaw  existing  on  this  subject  is  one  passed  in 
1780,  and  of  which  you  have  a  full  knowledge.  I  must,  therefore, 
refer  you  to  it,  and  doubt  not  that  you  will  discover  from  thence 
that  it  would  not  justify  us  m  granting  the  process  which  you  wish. 

Extract  of  a  Law  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  entitled  An  Act  for  the 
Protection  and  Encouragement  of  the  Commerce  of  such  Powen 
as  have  acknowledged  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America. — October,  1779. 

"  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  Consul  to  take  cognizance  of  all 
differences,  controversies,  and  litigations  arising  between  subjects  or 
citizens  of  his  own  State  only,  and  finally  to  determine  and  compose 
them  according  to  such  rules  or  laws  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  such 
determinaiions  to  carry  into  execution.  And  where  he  shall  require 
aid  for  executing  the  same,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  using  their  discretion  therein,  to 
order  any  sheriff  within  his  own  county,  or  any  military  officer 
whatsoever,  to  execute,  or  to  aid  and  assist  m  executing,  any  such 
determination ;  provided  the  same  does  not  extend  to  life  or  Umb  of 
the  offender.  Wh^e  any  sailor,  seaman,  or  marine,  belonging  to  any 
Tessel  of  such  State  within  this  Commonwealth  shall  desert  or  be 
ibund  wandering  from  his  vessel,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  master  of 
such  vessel  to  reclaim  such  sailor,  sean&an,  or  marine,  notwithstanding 
they  may  in  the  meanwhile  have  been  naturalized  in  this  Common- 
wealth ;  and  any  justice  of  the  peace  to  whom  the  master  shall  apply 
diall  grant  his  warrant  for  taking  and  conveying  such  sailor,  seaman, 
or  marine,  from  constable  to  constable,  to  the  said  vessel ;  or  on 
application  from  the  Consul,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council  of  State,  may  issue  such  orders  to  any  sheriff^,  constable,  or 
mUkary  officer,  who  shall  yield  due  obedience  thereto.^* 


PBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE   MINISTER   PLENIPOTENTIARY  OF   FRANCE. 

New  York,  May  29. 1788. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  yesterday. 
As  soon  as  the  papers  which  accompanied  it  can  be  translated  they 
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shall  be  laid  before  Congress^  and  nothbg  on  my  part  shall  be  omitted 
to  expedite  the  business  they  respect* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


REPOBT   OF   JOHN  JAT  TO   COlfORESS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afikira,  June  6, 1788. 
The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  note  from  the  Mbister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  dated  the  28th  May,  with  the  paper  that 
accompanied  it,  reports : 

That  this  note,  for  the  facts  and  reasons  therein  set  forth,  contains 
a  requisition  that  Joseph  Marie  Anne  Ferrier,  a  Frendmian,  now  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virgmia,  be  delivered  to  the  orders  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty ;  and  this  note  also  urges  Congress  to  ratify  the 
consular  convention  heretofore  ccnacluded  in  behalf  of  the  two 
countries  by  their  respective  Ministei;s. 

With  respect  to  the  requisition,  your  Secretary  is  of  opinion,  as  the 
facts  and  circumstances  alleged  in  the  note  are  so  stated  as  at  least  to 
imply  a  complaint  against  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  that  a  copy  of 
the  said  note,  and  of  the  papers  which  accompanied  it,  should, 
previous  to  any  other  steps  or  measures,  be  transmitted  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  that  Commonwealth,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  Congress  such  mformation  on  the 
subject  as  may  appear  to  him  proper  and  necessary. 

With  respect  to  the  consular  convention,  it  does  not  seem  necessary 
that  any  further  communication  relative  to  it  be  made  to  the  Minister, 
than  that  instructions  on  that  head  have  been  given  to  Mr.  Jefier* 
son. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 

0 

FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE   GOVERNOR  OF   VIRGINIA. 

Offiee  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  June  13, 1788. 

Sir, 
In  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  Congress  I  have  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitUng  to  your  Excellency,  herewith  enclosed,  copies  of  a  note  from 
the  Minbter  of  France,  dated  the  88th  ultimo,  and  of  the  papers 
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which  accompanied  it,  to  the  end  that  you  may  communicate  to 
Congress  the  necessary  information  on  the  subject.  I  am  also  directed 
(p  signify  to  your  Excellency  that  it  is  the  sense  of  Congress  that  Joseph 
Marie  Anne  Ferrier,  mentioned  in  the  said  note,  ought  to  be  appre* 
bended  in  order  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 
With  sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect,  &c.y 

JOHN  JAY. 

Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  June  13^A,  1788. 

''The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr.  Dane,  Mr. 
Dayton,  Mr.  Otis,  and  Mr.  Carrington,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  on  a  note  from  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  of  the  28th  May,  report, 

"That  it  appears  by  the  said  note  and  the  papers  whicli  accompany 
it,  that  the  perscm  mentioned  therein,  to  wit :  Joseph  Marie  Anne 
Ferrier,  commander  of  the  brig  David,  is,  in  substance,  charged 
with  betraying  his  trust,  and  running  away  with  a  cargo  of  coffee ; 
that  the  execution  of  his  design  is  alleged  to  have  been  begun  at  the 
Cape,  continued  by  certain  acts  on  the  high  seas,  and  completed  in 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia :  Whereupon, 

^^Resohedy  That  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  transmit  the  said  note  of  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  France,  of  the  28th  May  last,  to  the  Executive  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Virginia,  to  the  end  that  the  said  Executive  may 
comdiunicate  to  Congress  the  necessary  information  on  the  subject ; 
and  also  to  signify  to  the  said  Executive  that  it  is  the  sense  of 
Congress  that  the  said  Joseph  Marie  Anne  Ferrier  ought  to  be 
appreb^ided  in  order  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
case ;  and  that  the  said  Secretary  be,  and  is  hereby,  directed  to 
infimn  the  said  Minister  Plenipotentiary  that  instructions  have  already 
been  given  to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of 
France  concerning  the  consular  convention  referred  to  in  his  note." 

o 

FBOM  THS  COUNT  DB  MOUSTIEB  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

New  York,  Augusl  11, 1788. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  am  on  the  point  of  settbg 
out  on  a  journey,  the  duration  of  which  I  cannot  foresee ;  and  that 
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during  my  absence  M .  Otto  will  be  charged  with  the  affiurs  of  bis 
Majesty,  as  he  was  before  my  arrival  in  America.  I  request  the 
fiivor  of  you  to  inform  the  Congress  of  it,  and  to  give  full  confidence 
to  the  communications  which  he  may  make  in  that  capacity.  I  have 
no  doubt  he  will  continue  to  merit  the  good  opinion  which  that 
assembly  may  have  already  received  of  his  zeal. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIER. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE    COUNT   DE   MOUSTIER. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  Augoat  13, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  and  communicated  to  Congress  the  letter  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  11  th  mstant ;  and  with  the  best 
wishes  that  your  proposed  journey  may  conduce  to  your  health  and 
your  pleasure, 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  8tc.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE   COUNT   DE   MOUSTIER. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  October  16,  1788. 
Sir, 

Agreeably  to  my  engagement,  I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmit- 
ting to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  copies  of  the  two  letters  from  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  of  Virgmia,  of  the  30th  June  and  2d 
July,  and  of  the  papers  referred  to  in  the  letter  relative  to  the  case 
of  Ferrier. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  GOVERNOR  RANDOLPH  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Richmond,  June  30, 1788. 
Sir, 
Your  favor  of  the  13th  June  came  to  hand  the  night  before  last 
only.     I  could  not  answer  it  without'  advising  with  the  Council  of 
State,  which  did  not  assemble  until  to-day.    It  is  our  purpose  to  give 
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the  Count  de  Moustier  every  satisfactoiy  information  in  our  power ; 
and,  therefore,  have  adjourned  the  further  consideration  of  liis  note 
until  Wednesday.  But  in  the  mean  time  I  cannot  help  expressuig 
a  wi^  that  the  consular  convention,  to  which  the  Minister  alludes, 
bad  been  communicated  to  us,  if  it  existed.  If  we  had  contravened 
tbat  compact,  we  have  erred  unknowingly,  thb  being  the  first  time 
that  we  have  ever  heard  of  its  completion. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  EDM :  RANDOLPH. 


FROM  GOVERNOR  RANDOLPH  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Richmond,  July  3, 1788. 
Sir, 

The  Executive  of  Virginia  have  reviewed  every  instance  of  their 
intercourse  with  the  representatives  and  subjects  of  hb  most  Christian 
Majesty.  But  after  the  most  accurate  and  unbiased  enquiry,  they 
are  yet  unable  to  discover  in  what  respect  their  friendship  for 
die  great  ally  of  the  United  States  has  justly  been  brought  into 
siispicioii.  Judge  then,  sir,  how  much  their  sensibility  has  been 
roitted,  when  they  read  the  note  of  the  Count  de  Moustier  concemmg 
Joseph  Marie  Anne  Ferrier,  intimating,  in  terms  poignant,  though 
polite,  that  positive  laws,  the  common  rights  of  nations,  mutual  ties 
between  allied  Powers,  the  treaty  of  commerce,  a  consular  conven- 
tioQ,  and  an  established  precedent,  had  been  violated,  to  cover  fix)m 
punishment  an  enemy  to  human  society.  They  will  not,  however, 
refuse  an  explanation  of  the  motives  by  which  they  have  been 
influenced. 

It  is  still  the  firm  opinion  of  the  Executive  that  it  transcended 
their  powers  to  gratify  M.  Oster  in  liis  request  of  the  2d  of  October, 
and  of  the  11th  November,  1787.  Our  constitution  describes  their 
functions  to  consbt  in  "  the  exercise  of  the  executive  powers  of 
government y  according  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth^^  and  forbids 
diero,  ^^  under  any  pretence ^  to  exercise  any  power  or  prerogative  by 
virtue  of  any  lawy  statute^  or  custom  of  England^^ — thus  excluding 
implied  powers.  *^  Our  bill  of  rights,  too,  particularly,  warns  us  m 
fiivor  of  liberty,  by  declaring  that  *^no  man  shall  be  deprived  of  it, 
except  by  the  law  of  the  landy  or  the  judgment  of  his  peers" 

In  no  other  law  than  that  of  October,  1779,  (see  No.  1,)  do  we 
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find  even  a  glimpse  of  the  authority  the  exertion  of  which  has  been 
solicited  by  the  Vice  Consul.  But  even  under  that  act  the  Governor 
cannot  order  any  sherifi'  or  military  officer  whatsoever  to  arrest  for  an 
offence  against  the  laws  of  France ;  and  theref(»re  could  not  command 
the  arrest  of  Joseph  Marie  Anne  Forrier,  in  order  that  he  might  be 
transported  for  such  a  crime  to  France  foi  trial.  Nay,  its  context 
and  language  confine  the  interposition  of  the  Executive  to  determine 
udom  of  differences,  ccmtroversies,  and  litigations  arising  between 
subjects  or  citizens  of  a  foreign  State,  not  extending  to  life  or  limb ; 
and  to  the  taking  and  conveying  of  a  sailor,  seaman,  or  marine  to 
his  vessel. 

Could  <<  the  mutual  ties  between  alUed  Powers^^  permit  an  unlim- 
ited indulgence  of  our  respect  to  the  wishes  of  his  most  Christian 
Majesty,  or  his  Minister,  we  might,  perhaps,  have  yielded  to  the 
importunities  of  M.  Oster.  But  in  the  use  of  c^eial  discretion  we 
are  bound  to  discard  considerations  not  warranted  by  duty.  We  are 
bound  to  deny  every  obligation  not  arising  from  the  law  of  nations, 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  or  some  consular  convention. 

We  shall  not  quesuon  the  right  of  the  Minister  to  demand  Ferrier 
under  the  law  of  nations,  although  it  is  not,  perhaps,  indisputably 
certain  that  in  every  nation  in  Europe  a  demand  of  such  a  culprit 
would  be  obeyed.  Nor  shall  we  discuss  the  idea  of  an  allegiance 
unalterably  due  firom  him  to  hb  Christian  Majesty,  and  a  perpetual 
amenability  to  his  edicts ;  although  tlie  genius  of  our  Government 
seems  not  to  distinguish,  in  the  present  case,  with  regard  to  personal 
protection,  between  foreigners  owing  a  temporary  fidelity,  commen- 
surate only  with  tlieir  stay  in  our  country,  and  established  citizens ; 
still  less  are  we  inclined  to  deny' the  power  of  Congress  to  enforce  a 
surrender  of  Ferrier,  although  we  are  yet  to  learn  in  what  page  of 
the  Confederation  it  is  expressly  delegated  to  them.  But  we  rather 
grant,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  every  appearance  of  equivocation, 
chat  these  positions  correspond,  in  truth,  with  the  sentiments  and 
pretensions  of  the  Minister.  Even  with  this  powerful  train  of 
concessions  it  will  not  follow  that  the  Executive  of  Virgmia,  pos* 
aessmg  certain  defined  powers  under  a  constitution,  can  usurp  others, 
upon  no  other  or  better  ground  than  that  there  is  a  national  right,  for 
the  protection  of  which  no  constitutional  or  legislative  provision  has 
yet  been  made. 

That  the  admissbn  of  Consuls  b  stipulated  b  the  treaty  of  com- 
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meice  is  true ;  but  it  is  equally  well  founded  that,  not  being  public 
Hinistersy  they  enjo^  no  immunities  or  authorities  (except  a  certain 
degree  of  inviolability  in  their  persons)  which  are  not  marked  out  by 
treaty  or  custom,  and  that  none  such  are  marked  out  by  the  treaty  of 
commeice*  '^  Custom,  then,  (we  are  taught  by  a  celebrated  civilian,) 
<  is  to  be  the  rule ;  for  a  Prince  receiving  a  Consul  without  express 
^  conditions,  is  supposed  to  receive  him  on  the  footing  of  custom." 
The  existence  of  an  American  custom  on  the  subject  of  Coosub  is 
to  us  unknown ;  nay,  the  possibility  of  its  exbtence,  so  recently  after 
the  birth  of  the  American  Government,  and  in  derogation  of  State 
constitutions,  is  not,  perhaps,  free  from  doubt.  Believing,  too,  that 
the  French  customs  with  regard  to  Consuls  are  not  conformable  with 
the  genius  of  Virginia,  and  have  never,  in  a  single  example,  been 
announced  by  Congress  as  conformable  with  their  views ;  recollecting 
that,  for  the  specification  of  consular  functions,  which,  accordmg  to 
the  treaty  of  commerce,  were  to  be  settled  by  particular  agreements, 
a  convention  was  begun  in  the  year  1781,  between  Congress  and 
his  Christian  Majesty,  and  never  having  heard  of  its  completion,  we 
cannot  acknowledge  the  sufficiency  of  the  Minister's  complaint  on 
this  head. 

We  have  said,  sir,  that  the  completion  of  the  convention,  if  it  has 
taken  place,  has  not  been  promulged  to  us.  This  fact  will  acquit  us 
of  a  designed  infraction  of  it. 

The  Mmister  recurs  to  a  precedent,  an  extract  from  which  is  now 
•ent.  But  neither  that  nor  any  other  act  which  appeal^  on  our  files 
has  authorized  any  officer  of  Virginia  to  assist  the  Vice  Consul  in 
arresting  for  an  offence  against  the  laws  of  France.  If  aid  has  been 
given  in  a  case  wherein  such  an  offence  was  an  ingredient,,  we  must 
have  proceeded  on  imperfect  information.     See  No.  2. 

The  foregoing  observations  are  intended  as  an  an3wer  to  Mr. 
Oster's  letter  of  the  2d  of  October,  1787.  In  a  great  measure  it 
will  serve  as  a  reply  to  that  of  November  the  1 1th,  1787,  by  shewing 
the  defect  of  our  authority  to  restore  Ferrier  to  his  custody.  But 
we  beg  leave  to  subjoin,  that  if  the  act  of  the  public  officer  in  with- 
drawing Ferrier  firom  the  Jason  was  unlawful,  it  belonged  -to  the 
judiciary,  not  the  Executive,  to  declare  it  so ;  that  if  it  was  lawful, 
the  Executive  could  not  wrest  him  fix)m  the  hands  of  that  officer, 
especially  as  Mr.  Oster  might  have  reclaimed  him  after  his  discharge, 
and  caused  a  mulct  to  be  imposed  on  the  sheriff  if  that  dischaige 
was  improper. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


268  JOHN  JAY-SEC.  FOR  FOREIQN  AFFAIRS. 

It  is  our  sincere  hope  that  this  explanation  may  prove  satisfactory 
to  the  Minister  of  his  Christian  Majesty.  But  sihould  we  be  disap- 
pointed, we  have  a  thorough  persuasion  that  the  relief  sought  by 
Mr.  Oster  was  far  beyond  the  scope  of  our  powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  EDM:  RANDOLPH. 


Referred  to  as  No.  1  in  Mr.  RandolpVi  Letter. 

An  Act  for  the  Protection  and  Encouragement  of  the  Commerce 
of  Nations  acknowledging  the  Independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

"  1.  For  preserving  friendship  and  harmony  with  tliose  nations, 
who  have  or  shall  hereafter  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America ;  speedily  determining  disputes  wherein 
their  subjects  or  citizens  are  parties,  protecting  and  encouraging 
their  commerce  within  this  Commonwealth :  Be  it  enacted  by  the 
General  Assembly,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  to  receive  and  admit,  from  time  to 
time,  a  Consul  or  Consuls  appointed  by  any  such  State  to  be  resident 
within  this  Commonwealth  ;  such  Consul,  if  he  were  not  a  citizen 
of  this  Commonwealth  at  the  time  of  receiving  his  appointment, 
shall  be  deemed  a  subject  or  citizen  of  the  State  from  which  he  was 
appointed,  and  shall  be  exempted  from  all  personal  services  required 
by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  from  its  own  citizens ;  and  if  he 
shall  do  any  act  which  by  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth  would 
subject  him  to  criminal  prosecution,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Gov- 
ernor, with  the  advice  of  tlie  Council  of  State,  in  their  discretion, 
either  before  the  prosecution  instituted  or  in  any  stage  thereof,  to 
remand  such  Consul  to  his  Sovereign  or  State  for  punishment,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  command  him  to  be  delivered  by  any  civil 
officer  in  whose  custody  he  may  be.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said 
Consul  to  take  cognizance  of  all  differences,  controversies,  and 
litigations  arising  between  subjects  or  citizens  of  his  own  State  only, 
and  finally,  to  determine  and  compose  them  according  to  such  rules 
or  laws  as  he  shall  think  fit,  and  such  determinations  to  carry  into 
execution.  And  where  he  shall  require  aid  for  executing  the  same, 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council 
of  State,  using  their  discretion  therein,  to  order  any  sheriff  within  his 
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own  county,  or  any  military  officer  whatsoever,  to  execute,  or  to  dd 
and  assist  in  executing,  any  such  determination,  provided  the  same 
does  not  extend  to  life  or  limb  of  the  offender. 

"  Where  any  sailor,  seaman,  or  marine,  belonging  to  any  vessel  of 
such  State  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  desert,  or  be  found 
wandering  from  his  vessel,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  master  of  such 
vessel  to  reclaim  such  sailor,  seaman,  or  marine,  notwithstanding 
such  sailcur,  seaman,  or  marine  may,  in  the  meieui  time,  have  been 
naturalized  in  this  Commonwealth.  And  any  justice  of  the  peace 
to  whom  the  master  shall  apply  shall  grant  his  warrant  for  taking 
and  conveying  such  sailor,  seaman,  or  marine,  from  constable  to 
constable,  to  the  said  vessel ;  or  on  application  from  the  Consul,  the 
Governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  State,  may  issue  such 
orders  to  any  sheriff,  constable,  or  military  officer,  who  shall  yield 
due  obedience  thereto.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  any  suit 
commenced  in  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  or  General  Court,  by  or 
against  any  subject  or  citizen  of  such  State,  shall  be  heard  or  tried 
m  the  term  to  which  the  process  shall  be  returned  regularly  executed, 
or  so  soon  afterwards  as  may  be ;  and  to  thb  end,  subsequent  process 
to  compel  appearance  may  be  returnable  to  any  day  of  a  term,  and 
rules  to  bring  the  matter  in  dispute  to  speedy  issue  may  be  given,  to 
expire  at  any  shorter  time  than  what  b  prescribed  in  ordinary  cases. 
If  such  suit  be  commenced  in  a  court  of  a  county,  city,  or  borough,  it 
may,  without  any  othw  reason,  on  the  motion  or  petition  of  either 
party,  be  removed  by  writ  of  certiorari,  and  the  hearing  or  trial 
thereof  shall  be  accelerated  by  like  means,  as  if  it  had  originated  in 
the  court  to  which  it  shall  be  removed-  And  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
ffigh  Court  of  Chancery,  or  General  Court,  shall  determine  every 
such  suit  brought  before  them,  by  writ  of  error  or  appeal,  with  all 
the  expedition  which  the  necessary  forms  of  their  proceedings  will 
allow."- 

An  extract  from  the  laws  of  Virginia,  truly  copied. 

Attest;  SAM.  COLEMAN,  A.  C.  C. 


£i  Chuncil,  August  31,  1784. 

"  His  Excellency  having  laid  before  the  Board  a  letter  from  the 
Sieur  Oster,  Vice  Consul  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty  in  this  State, 
relative  to  the  conduct  of  Messrs.  Hallot  and  Amowrouk,  of  the 
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AmiaUe  Loaisa,  the  property  of  a  French  subject,  enclosing  die 
sentence  of  a  consular  court  on  their  conduct,  and  representing  that 
Mr.  Halloty  whilst  the  said  cause  was  depending,  took  the  oath  of 
dlegiance  to  this  State,  and  requiring  the  aid  of  GoFemment  in 
carrying  the  said  sentence  into  execution : 

<<  The  Board  advise  that  his  Elxcellency,  according  to  an  act  of 
Assembly  <  for  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  the  conuneroe  of 
nations  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of 
America,'  issue  his  order  to  all  sheriffi  and  military  a&cers  within 
this  State,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Hallot  has  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  this  CommcHiwealth,  requiring  them  to  aid  and  assist  in  executing 
the  said  sentence,  provided  the  same  does  not  extend  to  the  life  or 
limb  of  the  offenders." 

Extract  from  the  Journals.  A.  BLAIR,  C  C 


nam  the  cottivt  de  moustibr  to  john  jat. 

Translation. 

New  York,  October  18, 1788. 
Sir, 
In  conformity  with  our  agreement,  I  have  the  Jionor  of  enclosing 
to  you  a  dietch  of  our  conversation  respecting  Mr.  Randolph's 
answer,  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  communicate  to  me.  It  is 
far  from  satisfactory,  although  it  is  drawn  up  with  considerable 
address.  There  is  certainly  an  irregularity  in  the  conduct  with 
respect  to  Captain  Ferrier.  I  wait  the  decision  of  Congress^  to 
inform  my  Court  thereof. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THE  COUNT  DE  MOUSTIEIL 


Sketch  of  the  Count  de  Moustier^s  Conversation  mth  Mr.  Jay. 

The  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France  observes,  with  much  pain, 
that  the  interpretations  given  to  the  laws  of  nations,  to  the  treaty  of 
commerce  between  the  King  and  the  United  States,  to  a  particular 
law  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  respecting  the  privileges  aad  functions 
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ttCaasuis,  and  the  ignoraoce  in  a  particular  State  of  the  convention 
ligned  by  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries,  on  a  subject  which  has 
been  treated  in  the  name  of  all,  according  to  the  only  usual  form  for 
ill  their  important  acts,  which  have  established  the  connexions  and 
engagements  fonned  between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States, 
have  prevented  attention  being  paid  to  the  demand  made  in  the 
Kmg's  name  by  his  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  for  a  satis&ction  not  only  interesting  to  a  nation  that 
is  particularly  allied  with  them,  but  to  all  nations  in  general,  as  it 
respects  a  crime  that  is  acknowledged  to  militate  against  the  rights 
of  nations,  a  right  that  is  imprescriptible,  and  not  to  be  efiaced  ,by 
any  other  positive  law  o(  any  civilised  State  whatever. 

It  appears  proper  to  extend  some  secondary  remarks  on  the  answers 
which  have  been  communicated  to  the  Count  de  Moustier,  without 
touching  the  grounds  of  the  que^ition,  and  which  are  reduced  to  the 
ibilowing  positions : 

1st.  The  crime  which  Captain  Ferrier  is  guilty  of  is  a  kind  of 
piracy,  which  is  not,  as  b  attempted  to  be  insinuated,  punishable 
only  by  the  laws  of  France,  but  which  is  severely  censured  by  the 
laws  of  all  conmiercial  nations,  and  the  prosecution  of  which  is 
prescribed  by  the  rights  of  nations. 

8dly.  If  by  the  law,  a  copy  of  which  is  joined  to  Mr.  Randolph's 
letter,  a  sailor  simply  deserting  can  be  claimed  by  the  Consul,  much 
more  so  ought  a  captain  who  deserts  with  his  crew,  after  having  sold, 
for  h'ls  own  benefit,  the  cargo  entrusted  to  him.  This  explanation  is 
evidendy  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  this  law,  which  has  for  its 
object  the  protection  and  encouragement  of  the  commerce  of  such 
nations  as  have  acknowledged  the  independence  of  the  United 
Slates. 

•3dly.  The  Mayor  of  Norfolk  having  consented  to  the  seizure  of 
Captain  Ferrier,  on  the  claim  of  his  Majesty's  Vice  Consul,  he  has 
acknowledged  that  the  proceedings  of  this  Vice  Consul  were  not 
contrary  to  the  law  of  Virginia.  Moreover,  this  Captain  was 
airested,  and  brought  to  the  Vice  Consul  by  the  very  inhabitants  of 
the  country.  The  same  measure,  therefore,  has  been  alternately 
regarded  as  legal  and  illegal. 

Without  entering  into  any  further  discussion  respecting  the  extent 
of  the  power  of  Congress  or  of  the  Executive  Council  of  Virginia  as 
to  the  case  in  question,  the  Count  de  Moustier  will  not  send  the 
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answer  which  has  been  communicated  to  him  until  he  has  received 
the  decbion  of  Congress.  He  has,  therefore,  the  honor  to  request 
that  Mr.  Jay  will  inform  that  assembly  of  his  sentiments  respecting 
the  Governor  of  Virginia's  answer,  and  to  explain  more  particularly 
the  desire  he  has  of  acquainting  his  Court  with  a  satisfactory  issue  to 
an  afiair  alike  interesting  to  the  commerce  of  the  Kingdom  and  the 
external  consideration  of  Virginia. 

If  circumstances  did  not  promise  a  happy  revolution  in  the  actual 
organization  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  principles  that  have 
been  adopted  in  Virginia,  with  respect  to  Captain  Ferrier,  should 
serve  as  a  basis  for  the  conmiercial  politics  of  the  other  States,  which 
have  hitherto  followed  very  different  maxims,  the  consequences  would 
be  that  no  nation  could  safely  navigate  and  trade  in  tlieir  ports,  and 
that  foreign  Captains  might,  under  the  protection  of  the  law,  dispose 
of  cargoes  which  have  been  entrusted  to  them,  and  might  enjoy  with 
impunity  the  fruit  of  their  crimes,  in  spite  of  the  claims  of  their 
owners ;  and  notwithstanding  the  demands  of  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  a  Power  closely  connected  with  the  United  States. 


FROM   JOHN  JAT   TO   THE    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

Office  for  Foreign  Afioirs,  September  19,  1788. 
Sir, 

The  absence  of  the  Minister  of  France  (with  whom  it  appeared  to 
me  expedient,  previously  to  converse  on  the  subject  of  the  letters  of 
the  30th  June  and  2d  July,  from  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of 
Virginia)  induced  me  to  postpone  reporting  on  them. 

He  arrived  yesterday,  and  I  have  seen  him  this  morning.  He  is 
preparing  to  go  immediately  to  Boston,  and  prefers  leaving  this  affiur 
in  its  present  state  until  his  return. 

The  delay  will  not,  in  my  opinion,  be  inconvenient,  and  therefore 
I  took  the  liberty  of  consenting  to  it. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   THE   GOVERNOR  OF   VIRGINIA. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  September  24,  1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  and  communicating  to  Congress 

your  letters  of  the  30th  June  and  2d  July  last.     The  receipt  of  them 
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dhoold  have  been  socmer  acknowledged,  had  I  not  flattered  myself 
with  bdng  shortly  enabled  to  give  you  some  information  on  the 
subject.  My  attendance  in  the  convention  of  this  State,  and  Count 
de  Moustier's  excursion  to  Albany,  &c.,  left  me  no  opportunity  of 
dismissing  these  matters  with  him.  He  returned  last  week ;  but  the 
very  day  afterwards  set  out  for  Boston.  I  saw  him  just  before  his 
departure,  and  mentioned  the  affair  to  him.  He  was  satisfied  that  it 
should  be  left  in'  the  state  it  was  until  his  return. 

The  consular  convention  mentioned  by  your  Excellency  never  was 
ratified^  and  consequently  cannot  as  yet  have  operation  in  the  United 
States.  The  foreign  Consuls  here  have  no  other  authority  than  that 
which  they  may  derive  from  the  laws  of  nations,  and  the  acts  of 
particular  States.  Tlie  propriety  of  these  acts  appears  to  me  to  be 
questionable,  especially  as  national  objects  should  be  regulated  by 
national  laws.  When  the  Count  returns,  I  promise  myself  the 
{Measure  of  writing  to  you  more  at  large  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAT. 


BBPOBT    OF    SBCRETART   JAT  ON    THE   0BLH3ATI0N  TO    RATIFT    THE 
CONSULJLlt  qONVENTION   WITH   FRANCE. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affktrs,  July  25, 1789. 
The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Affiurs,  under  the  former  Congress,  m  pursuance  of  the  fdlowing 
resolution,  viz: 

'<  In  Senate^  July  32,  1789. 

^Whereas  a  convention  referred  this  day  to  the  Senate  has 
'lefer^ioe  ta  a  convention  pending  between  the  most  Christian  King 
'and  the  United  States,  ^previous  to  the  adoption  of  our  present 
^Con^tution:' 

"  Resolvedf  That  the  Secretary  of  Foreign  A&irs  under  the 
'ionner  Congress  be  requested  to  peruse  the  said  convention,  and  to 
'^ve  his  opinion  how  &r  he  conceives  the  fiiith  of  the  United  States 
'to  be  engaged,  either  by  former  agreed  stipulations  or  negotiations 
^entered  into  by  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  to  ratify, 
'in  its  present  sense  or  form,  the  convention  now  referred  to  the 
^Senate.  Saxoel  A.  Ons^  Secretary J^ 
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Reports,  That  he  has  compared  the  two  ccmventions  of  1784  and 
1788. 

That  the  copies  of  them  received  from  Mr.  Jefierson,  and  now 
before  the  Senate,  are  so  printed  and  their  variations  so  clearly 
marked  as  that  he  cannot  contrast  them  in  a  manner  better  calculated 
for  an  easy  and  accurate  comparison. 

That,  in  his  opinion,  there  exist  in  the  conventbn  of  1788  no 
variations  from  the  original  scheme  sent  to  Dr.  Franklin,  in  1782, 
nor  from  the  convention  of  1784,  but  such  as  render  it  less  ineligible 
than  either  of  the  other  two. 

That,  although  he  apprehends  that  this  convention  will  prove  more 
inconvenient  than  beneficial  to  the  United  States,  yet  he  thinks  that 
the  circumstances  under  which  it  was  formed  render  its  being  ratified 
by  them  indispensable. 

The  circumstances  alluded  to  are  these: 

The  original  scheme  of  1782,  however  exceptionable,  was  framed 
and  agreed  to  by  Congress. 

The  convention  of  1784  was  modelled  by  that  scheme,  but  in 
certain  instances  deviated  firom  it ;  both  of  them  were  to  be  perpetual 
in  their  duration. 

On  account  of  these  deviations.  Congress  refused  to  ratify  it ;  but 
prombed  to  ratify  one  corresponding  with  the  scheme,  provided  its 
duration  was  limited  to  eight  or  ten  years;  but  they  afterwards 
extended  it  to  twelve. 

By  an  instruction  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  of  3d  October,  1786,  he  wai, 
among  other  things,  directed  to  propose  to  the  King  '<  that  the  said 

<  convention  be  so  amended  as   perfectly  to  correspond  with  the 

<  scheme  in  every  part  where  a  deviation  from  the  same  is  not 

<  permitted  by  the  said  act,  (of  1782 ;)  and  further,  that  he  represent 

<  to  his  Majesty  the  desire  of  Congress  to  make  the  said  conventii» 
*  probationary,  by  adding  a  clause  for  limiting  its  duration  to  eight  (ur 

<  ten  years.     That  he  assure  his  Majesty  of  the  determination  of 
'  Congress  to  observe,  on  all  occasions,  the  highest  respect  for  candor 

<  and  good  faith  in  all  their  proceedings,  and  that  on  receiving  the 

<  convention  so  amended,  and  with  such  a  clause,  they  will  imme* 

<  diately  ratify  it.'^ 

In  the  letter  which  accompanied  these  mstructions  is  die  foUowing 
paragraph: 
<<  The  original  scheme  of  the  convention  b  &r  from  being  unex* 
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'oeptioDable)  but  a  former  Congress  having  agreed  to  it,  it  would  be 
'improper  now  to  recede;  and,  therefore,  Congress  are  content  to 
'  ratify  a  conventicm  made  conformable  to  that  scheme,  and  to  their 
'act  of  25th  January,  1782,  provided  a  clause  limiting  its  duration, 
<  be  added.'' 

On  27th  July,  1787,  Congress  gave  to  Mr.  Jefferson  a  commission 
in  general  terras  to  negotiate  and  conclude  with  bis  most  Christian 
Majesty  a  convention  for  regulating  the  privileges,  be,  of  their 
respective  Consuls.  In  one  of  the  letters  then  written  to  him,  b 
this  paragraph : 

'<  Congress  confide  fully  in  your  talents  and  discretion,  and  they 
'will  ratify  any  convention  that  b  not  liable  to  more  objections  than 
'  the  one  already  in  part  concluded ;  provided  that  an  article  limiting 
'  its  duration  to  a  term  not  exceeding  twelve  years  be  inserted.'' 

As  the  convention  in  question  is  firee  from  several  objections,  to 
which  the  one  of  1784  was  liable,  and  is  in  every  respect  preferable 
to  it,  and  as  it  contains  a  clause  limiting  its  duration  to  twelve  years, 
it  seems  to  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence  that  the  United  States 
ought  to  ratify  it* 

All  which  b  submitted  tp  the  wisdom  of  the  Senate. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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nU>M  XA   FATETTE   TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Paris,  December  d6th,  1783 
Sir, 

Having  received  no  commands  from  Congress  by  Ae  last  packet, 
I  must,  however,  trespass  upon  their  time  to  give  them  a  few  bints 
respecting  American  commerce.  I  have,  of  course,  directed  them 
to  Mr.  Morris ;  and  although  Dr.  Franklin  (the  other  Ministers  being 
in  England)  will  give  you  political  intelligence,  I  cannot  help  adding, 
that  by  a  refined  piece  of  cunnmg,  the  King  of  Ejiigland  has  got 
Mr.  Fox  out  of  the  Ministry.  After  having  entangled  him  by  a 
success  in  the  House  of  Commons,  he  found  means  to  stop  him  short 
in  the  House  of  Lords,  m  consequence  of  which  Mr.  Fox  has  been 
dismissed.  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  last  of  the  Temples  called  in,  and  the 
new  administration  (Lord  North  being  also  out)  necessitates  the 
callbg  of  a  new  Parliament. 

The  affairs  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Empire  are  still 
negotiatmg,  and  although  in  my  opinion  war  cannot  be  much  deferred 
in  that  quarter,  there  is  no  probability  of  its  taking  place  so  soon  as 
next  summer.  The  Emperor  b  in  Italy,  upon  which  some  say  he 
has  also  got  an  eye,  and  Uiere  he  will  meet  with  the  King  of  Swixlen. 
There  is  no  change  in  the  French  Ministry  since  M.  de  Calonne  has 
socceeded  to  M.  de  Omillon,  and  Baron  de  Breteuil  to  M.  Amelot, 
both  of  whom  are  more  sensible  than  their  predecessors. 

Unless  I  have  some  commands  from  Congress  to  execute  in  Europe 
I  shall  m  the  spring  embark  for  America,  and  present  them  with  the 
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p^rscmal  homage  of  one  whose  happmess  is  to  fed  himself  forever  a 
zealous  member  in  the  service  of  the  United  States* 

With  the  utmost  regard  and  affectionate  attachment,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  fee,  LA  FAYETTE. 


raOM  THC   MABqUIS   DE   LA  rATETTB   TO   BOBERT   MOBRIS. 

Paris,  December  5^,  1783. 
Sir, 

Although  I  have  not  by  this  opportunity  been  honored  with  any 
commands  from  Congress,  I  beg  their  permission  to  acquaint  them, 
through  you.  with  the  measures  respecting  commerce  which  it  has 
been  both  my  duty  and  my  inclination  to  pursue. 

On  my  return  from  Spain  I  heard  that  Bayonne  and  Dunkirk  were 
the  two  ports  pointed  out  for  American  trade.  L'Orient  is  out  of 
the  question ;  and  although  it  was  wished  for  by  the  Minister  and 
Consul  of  the  United  States,  their  having  no  positive  orders  from 
Congress  seemed  to  them  sufficient  reason  to  forbear  a  timely  appli- 
cation. As  I  was  a  private  man,  I  thought  I  might  make  it  myself, 
and  every  difficulty  I  met  with  the  better  convinced  me  of  the 
importance  there  was  in  getting  that  harbor.  It  was  at  last  fixed 
upon  m  lieu  of  Bayonne,  and  I  was  pennitted  to  let  it  be  known  to 
Mr.  Barclay.  But  M.  de  Omillon  being  overburthened  with  the 
duties  of  his  place,  an  enormous  time  was  lost  in  giving  the  affiur  an 
official  and  complete  conclusion. 

Monsieur  de  Calonne  having  got  into  place,  I  have  applied  to  him, 
as  I  do  to  every  Minister  that  has  spmethiifg  to  do  with  American 
affiurs.  Enclosed  you  will  find  answers  from  him,  and  I  hope  our 
next  conference  will  finish  the  affair  of  L'Orient.  It  has  much 
pleased  me  to  hear  from  Colonel  Gouvion  that  your  opinion  respecting 
its  conveniency  coincided  with  mine.  But  since  it  has  been  decided 
we  should  obtain  L'Orient,  I  have  made  an  application  for  an  addition 
of  free  ports.  Because  the  more  that  are  got  the  better  it  will  be. 
Dunkirk,  L'Orient,  Bayonne,  and  Marseilles,  will  be  a  very  proper 
chain.  Bayonne,  with  the  country  around  it,  opens  a  good  contraband 
trade  with  the  Spaniards. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  September  30th,  Mr.  Franklin 
sent  it  to  me,  requesting  I  would  make  what  use  of  it  I  thoi:^ht 
proper.    I  had  extracts  of  it  translated,  which  I  intend  taking  with 
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me  to  Versailles.  Tour  opinion  will  have  sreat  weight  in  the  afiair,. 
because  of  the  con6dence  Europeans  have  in  your  abilities,  and  the 
respect  which  is  paid  here  to  your  character. 

The  ideas  upon  commerce  that  are  met  with  in  thb  country  are 
fiu"  fipom  being  always  right;  to  persuade  people  into  their  own 
mterest  is  sometimes  as  difficult  a  matter  as  it  would  be  to  obtain  a 
SBcriBce.  But  the  Ministry  and  the  people  are  wishing  for  intimate 
,0ODnexi(xis  with  America  upon  a  liberal  policy;  one  of  the  impedi* 
ments  is,  that  the  trade  in  France  is  subject  to  many  mconveniences, 
▼hich,  by  little  and  little,  will  be  removed ;  and  the  other,  that  the 
men^nts  here,  and  the  farming  interest  about  Bordeaux,  oppose 
any  foreign  trade  with  the  West  Indies. 

Those  oppositions  I  have  been  every  day  combattbg  in  the  best 
manner  I  could;  and  at  last  have  determined  to  present  several 
beads,  by  way  of  memorial,  which  I  will  commence  in  conversation. 
It  is  entirely  in  the  capacity  of  a  Frenchman  that  I  write,  and  wish 
ag  little  appearance  of  partiality  as  I  could.  The  reason  is  obvious ; 
ud  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  my  memorial  to  every  one  of  the  Ministers. 
With  it  I  enclose  M.  de  Calonne's  answers,  and  a  copy  of  an  old 
letter  from  M.  de  Vergennes,  which  you  must  have  got  long  ago. 
Should  you  think  the  memorial  worth  reading  to  Congress,  or  any 
committee,  I  must  beg  it  will  not  go  elsewhere,  as  I  do  not  wish  its 
being  propagated. 

In  everything  I  do  I  need  not  say  that  I  \vill  ask  for  directions 
fiom  the  Ministers  of  Congress ;  and  I  very  much  wish  to  see  them 
treating  the  matter  directly  with  this  Government.  I  the  more  desire 
it  as  I  know  the  intentions  of  Congress  only  from  hearsay,  and  cannot 
move  a  step  in  cases  where  their  name  is  to  be  made  use  of  with 
the  Ministry. 

With  the  highest  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LA  FAYETTE. 

While  I  am  reading  over  this  memorial,  I  beg  leave  to  observe  it 
was  intended  to  point  out  the  inconveniences  in  the  French  trade ;  it 
was  therefore  my  object  on  the  one  hand  to  present  them  in  their 
wwst  pomt  of  view,  and  on  the  other  to  overlook  the  advantages 
which  that  commerce  has  over  other  nations.  It  would  have  been 
wrong  m  me  not  to  observe  that  this  memorial  is  not  mtended  to 
give  a  stated  account  of  the  affair,  but  to  obtain  favorable  alterations 
upon  partbular  points.  LA  FAYETTE. 
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Observations  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  addreaed  to  the  Count 

de  Vergermes,  on  the  Commerce  of  the  United  States  with  France 

and  the  French  Colonies. 

Whilst  sacrificing  her  treasures  and  the  blood  of  her  citizens  in  the 
last  war,  France  had  a  right  to  anticipate  great  advantages.  There 
are  some  advantages  which  no  faults  can  take  away,  and  while  she 
has  recovered  her  consideration,  her  rival  has  lost  a  part  of  its 
commerce,  an  immense  territory,  a  great  number  of  its  subjects, 
which  Europe  was  eager  to  increase.  France  has  besides  done  more. 
She  has  secured  herself  against  a  ruin  which  seemed  sure  and  near  at 
hand.  It  is  evident  to  all  who  are  acqudnted  with  the  New  World, 
that  on  the  eve  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  England  could 
have  secured  our  American  possessions.  But  although  it  was  our 
duty  to  look  with  &vor  upon  this  revolution  on  account  of  advantages 
required,  and  evils  avoided  by  it,  although  the  mam  point  at  issue  be 
a  doubt  whether  this  new-created  power  acquired  by  the  United 
States,  which  is  now  independent  and  peaceable,  would  be  better 
situated  by  a  reunion  with  our  rivals,  there  are  yet  some  advantages 
which  appeared  secured  to  us,  but  which  I  see  with  regret  we  have 
lost. 

During  the  animosity  caused  by  the  war,  it  would  have  been  more 
easy  for  us  to  form  commercial  ties ;  but  if  we  have  now  competitcMS 
we  still  have  some  advantages  over  them.  Not  that  I  think  commerce 
appears  to  me  a  matter  of  sentiment.  Americans  love  France ;  they 
are  generous  and  grateful ;  and  when  they  are  accused  of  carrying 
to  excess  their  hatred,  (as,  for  instance,  in  regard  to  reprisals  oit  the 
refugees,)  it  would  be  too  absurd  to  accuse  them  of  being  attached  to 
England.  But  all  merchants  look  up  to  gain;  and  although  the 
policy  of  the  United  States  be  very  favorable  to  us,  yet  mercantile 
interest  is  impartial.  Its  influence  will  go,  it  must  be  confessed, 
farther  yet ;  it  will  gradually  take  the  lead  m  councils  over  which 
merchants  have  a  great  mfluence.  Rivals  of  the  British  in  our 
manufactures  as  well  as  in  our  conmierce,  by  the  same  means  it  is 
that  at  some  future  day  our  political  rivabhip  will  be  decided. 

When  I  speak  of  our  advantages  I  only  mean  to  say  that  in  the 
first  attempt  we  will  find  them  in  the  favorable  disposition  of  tlie 
Americans ;  but  nature  has  given  us  exclusive  ones ;  and  with  little 
trouble  we  might  obtain  still  more  of  them ;  and  instead  of  repelling 
this  commerce,  it  would  be  easier  to  bring  the  greatest  portion  of  it 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  883 

towards  us.  Every  delay,  every  error  on  our  part  becomes  a  sure 
gain  far  England ;  for,  m  the  last  resort,  if  America  does  not  favor  us 
it  will  be  fiivorable  to  others ;  and  if  this  truth  is  not  worth  some 
sacrifices  at  least  it  is  worth  a  prompt  and  very  serious  attention. 

Being  early  engaged  m  that  revolution,  I  regret  the  loss  of  the  least 
advantages  which  my  country  might,  by  proper  attention,  have  derived 
from  it.  I  would  cherish  every  thing  that  may  draw  closer  an  alliance 
which  is  natural,  and  required  by  common  interest.  Had  I  the  expe- 
Heoce  of  a  merchant,  I  would  write  on  the  subject  of  the  commerce 
with  the  United  States.  I  can  have  no  pretensions  of  that  kind,  and 
if  my  reflections  or  my  information  have  given  me  some  ideas  on 
commercial  affairs,  they  are  too  imperfect  to  induce  me  to  venture  to 
write  a  memorial  on  that  subject.  What  I  have  learned  or  thought 
I  have  told  to  the  Mmisters  of  the  King,  and  it  is  in  obedience  to 
their  order  that  I  offer  a  few  notes  on  this  interesting  subject. 

The  commerce  of  the  Kingdom,  and  that  of  the  Colonies,  although 
£vijded  by  the  departments,  cannot,  in  relation  with  the  United  States, 
be  separated.  On  the  examination  of  the  first  part,  we  see  on  the 
ooe  side  raw  materials,  and  on  the  other  manufactured  articles  which 
promise  great  profits  in  the  exchange.  If  this  truth  requires  an 
example,  I  will  instance  the  extensive  commerce  in  flaxseed  which 
the  late  colonies  carried  on  with  Ireland.  From  the  sowing  of  the 
seed  until  America  received  bleached  linens,  Ireland  gained  every 
thing  by  its  culture.  Without  injuring  commerce,  our  fine  cloths,  our 
silks  of  all  kmds,  our  linens,  our  fancy  articles,  &c.,  will  find  a 
considerable  sale ;  but  it  may  yet  be  increased  by  care,  and  while 
manufactures,  not  in  such  great  demand,  will  suit  the  American 
taste,  (for  I  have  seen  that  in  Boston  the  roundness  of  the  heads  of 
oor  nails  was  an  objection  to  them,  and  that  the  Irish  way  of  folding 
linens  bad  an  influ^ice  on  the  sale  of  them,)  others  might  lessen  their 
prices  by  simplifying  their  manufacture,  and  some  might  gain  by 
adopting  the  English  plan,  which  consists  in  employing  each  person 
to  the  manufacture  only  of  a  single  article,  and  by  applying  to  each 
article  the  degree  of  power  absolutely  necessary. 

It  is  a  singular  fact  that  when  the  raw  materials  are  cheaper  and 
better  in  our  colonies,  the  cotton  goods  of  Rouen  should  be,  since  the 
peace,  dearer  than  those  of  Manchester.  The  price  of  our  labor,  the 
good  taste,  and  the  intelligence  which  dbtinguish  us  aU  give  us  hopes 
that  we  can,  in  our  goods,  imitate,  and  even  excel  other  nations. 
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Besides  forming  commercial  ties  and  making  our  manufactuTM 
known,  we  ought  also  to  facilitate  their  exportation.  I  understand 
that  the  Americans  desire  that  they  may  be  put  on  the  same  footing 
on  their  continent  tiiat  they  are  upon  in  our  islands.  They  object  to 
that  unnatural  system  of  internal  customs.  They  complain  that  bom 
the  moment  when  the  goods  leave  the  manufacturer  until  they  are 
shipped,  without  opening  the  packages,  formalities  aggravated  by 
tiieir  uncertainty,  and  numberless  difficulties  must  be  encountered, 
and  from  which  the  French  merchants  are  not  exempt.  These 
vexations  lead  to  smuggling  and  fraud.  They  are  mtolerable  for  a 
foreigner  not  acquainted  with  our  language  and  customs.  The 
English  manufacturers  give  longer  credit,  a  consideration  well  worthy 
of  notice.  As  to  our  wines  and  our  brandies,  they  give  us  an 
exclusive  advantage  over  England.  The  taste  for  French  wines 
increases  every  day;  they  are  asked  for  at  the  North,  and  are 
necessary  in  the  warm  climates.  Nothing  short  of  tiie  destruction  of 
this  commerce  would  allow  Portugal,  the  Azores,  or  even  Madeira  to 
come  in  competition  with  us. 

Here  is  then  a  new  source  of  wealth,  which  gives  life  to  our  pro- 
ductions and  our  manufactures.  It  would  be  wrong  to  stop  it,  and 
it  is  easier  to  increase  it.  With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  New 
World  producing  raw  materiab  but  no  rich  metals,  we  ought,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  our  workmen,  to  follow  the  example  of  Ireland, 
that  is,  encourage  their  planters.  Whilst  their  furs  are  sent  back  to 
them  m  the  shape  of  hats,  mufis,  &c.,  whilst  we  make  use  of  their 
excellent  iron  and  their  timber,  we  return  them  hence  ships  with 
their  sails  and  rigging,  as  they  did  formerly  from  England  ;  but  it  is 
also  necessary  that  their  rice,  indigo,  and  tobacco,  should  find  in 
France  an  advantageous  market.  Their  indigo,  not  as  fine  as  ouis, 
is  employed  for  a  particular  purpose.  American  rice  is  preferred  to 
that  from  the  east,  should  even  that  trade  be  secured  to  us.  The 
most  essential  article  is  tobacco ;  but  that  trade  is  destroyed  by  the 
Farmers  General.  If  there  be  a  nation  favorable  to  the  importation 
of  codfish,  we  mu^t  remember  that  it  is  the  principal  article  of 
exchange  of  New  England.  In  a  word,  if  we  wish  the  Americans 
to  buy  of  us,  we  must  multiply  their  means  of  selfing.  Far  from 
fulfillmg  this  object,  our  actual  system  has  driven  away  their  com- 
merce. The  difficulty  occasioned  by  regulations,  is  more  injurious 
than  high  prices.    The  farmers  of  the  revenue  can  cmly  creat» 
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dbstructioiis,  they  neT6r  decide.  Time,  so  precious  to  merchaats,  is 
consumed  bjr  the  least  obstacloi  as  if  it  were  the  most  imporCuat 
affiiir.  The  decisions  of  the  company,  so  long  delayed,  vary  arbi- 
trerily  on  every  occasion.  On  entering  a  French  port,  the  merchants 
waver  between  the  fear  of  makmg  a  declaration  less  than  the  feal 
▼ahie,  which  carries  after  it  confiscation,  and  that  of  aa  ^Laggerated 
one,  which  makes  them  pay  for  what  they  have  not. 

The  enx»r  is  still  more  injurious  in  the  cargoes  of  tobacco,  for  if 
an  error  is  made  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  importer,  be  is  accused 
of  smuggling,  and  this  absurd  measure  is  suspended  only  by  a  pro- 
riaooal  order. 

In  reexporting  their  merchandize,  the  Americans  £re  desirous  cf 
ncoveriDg  the  duties  they  have  paid,  a  facility  which  to  them 
appears  very  important  to  commerce*  The  trade  of  tobacco  is 
entirely  tost  to  France.  Since  the  peace,  two  vessels  only  have,  I 
believe,  arrived,  and  they  were  the  result  of  an  old  contract ;  all  the 
others  go  to  England  and  Holland,  where  the  manufacturers  buy 
thdr  cargoes.  A  cai^,  after  having  been  nine  mcmtfas  in  France, 
the  Fanners  General  not  being  willing  to  buy  it,  or  allow  it  to  be 
carried  to  Marseilles,  where  it  was  wanted  by  the  Italians,  was  ac 
last  taken  to  Amsterdam.  Good  tobacco  is  at  present  sold  in  Philar 
ddphia  from  fifty  to  sixty  shillings  the  hundred;  in  France  the 
chuges  raise  its  cost  to  fifty-^our  livres  of  our  money ;  and  while  it 
inngs  only  nine  sous, in  our  ports,  it  yields  sixteen  sous  m  London 
and  Amsterdam.  But  without  entering  into  detaSb,  in  whidi  I 
night  be  mistaken,  it  is  clear  that  a  direct  trade  is  the  best  for  the 
pnrcl»se  (^  this  productbn,  and  for  the  sake  of  our  manufactures, 
aiui  that  fordgn^rs,  to  obtam  possession  of  this  trade,  will  do  any- 
thmg,  and  even  sufier  a  momentary  loss ;  and  unless  the  patriotum 
of  tl^  Farmers  General  be  enlightaoied,  the  allurement  of  a  transitoiy 
pin,  or  the  attachment  to  old  usages,  will  woik  to  the  disadvantage 
•f  our  mercantile  and  political  mtarests. 

For  a  long  time  past  these  abuses  have  restricted  our  commefoe, 
Aejr  have  been  v^  troublescnne  to  our  citizens,  and  all  acknowledge 
Aat  they  counterbalance  our  natural  advantages  over  other  nations. 
I  do  not  pretend  to  give  new  ideas,  I  only  pobt  out  those  which  are 
obvious  to  the  Americans,  Neither  does  it  now  belong  to  me  to 
efifer  remedies ;  but  the  example  of  foreign  nations  proves  that  there 
«e  some.    I  «hall  only  mention  free  pcnrts^  wbkb  have  been  too 
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long  neglected.  The  treaty  promises  two  of  them ;  Marseilles  and 
Dunkirk  were  always  so.  When  peace  took  place,  I  represented 
that  L'Orient  would  suit  the  Americans ;  that  port  was  selected,  and 
I  was  ordered  to  assert  it,  and  to  announce  a  fonnal  declaration, 
which  has  not  yet  appeared. 

The  conclusion  of  this  business  and  the  addition  of  fiayonne, 
forming  a  line  of  four  ports,  would  be  sufficient  for  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States.  It  would,  perhaps,  be  better  for  us  that  all  die 
ports  of  France  should  be  free ;  but  without  indulging  myself  in  a 
strange  idea,  and  not  willing  to  insist  on  L^Orient  and  Bayonne,  I 
will  only  add  that  these  dispositions  should  be  made  in  concert  with 
the  Ministers  of  Congress,  and  their  Consul  in  France. 

Whatever  may  be  the  importations  from  America,  France  is 
nevertheless  so  fortunate  as  to  have  the  balance  of  exportation  in  her 
favor.  It  is  then  necessary  to  find  means  of  payment  for  this  excess, 
and  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  our  islands  can  only 
(iimish  it.  Were  I  even  profoundly  versed  m  these  matters,  I 
should  hesitate  to  give  an  opinion  on  so  important  a  question.  The 
French  merchants  do  not  agree  in  this  case  with  the  French  inhab- 
itants of  the  ccdonies.  The  pro  and  con.  can  be  sustained.  But, 
after  conversing  with  persons  better  informed  than  I  am,  the  following 
ideas  on  the  American  commerce  have  struck  me. 

As  soon  as  that  interest  ^uld  be  in  opposition  to  our  commerce, 
it  ought  to  be  null  in  the  eyes  of  the  Government ;  but  it  is  not  so 
with  our  agriculturists,  our  manufacturers  in  France,  and  our  citizens 
in  the  colonies.  The  sale  of  our  productions,  and  the  prosperity 
which  results  from  it,  will  counterbalance  the  advantages  given  to 
merchants,  and  will  combine  in  securing  the  pyblic  good.  Eighteen 
years  have  not  elapsed  since  the  chamber  of  commerce  was  opposed 
to  any  commimicatipn  between  the  colonies  and  foreigneirs.  Since 
that  time  they  have  become  more  liberal  on  some  articles ;  they  even 
now  agree  that  it  is  better  to  bring  our  salt  provisions  from  America 
than  from  Ireland.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  that  an  entrepdt 
could  be  established  at  St.  Lucia  and  at  the  St.  Nicda  mole.  There 
are  among  merchants  a  diversity  of  opinions,  and  all  these  reflections 
give  me  reason  to  hope  for  a  conciliatory  system,  where  national 
interest  will  accord  with  that  of  individuals. 

In  takmg  the  salt  meat  of  Ireland,  we  had  the  refuse  of  the 
English,  and  the  difierence  in  the  price  and  quality  is  not  to  be 
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compared.  If  the  salt  fish  of  America  is  carried  to  the  colonies, 
ours  will  find  a  bett^  market  in  Europe.  Competition  can  be 
established  by  moderate  duties,  but  as  long  as  the  sustenance  of 
n^;roes  is  subject  to  prohibitory  laws,  they  will  be  less  numerous, 
badly  fed,  they  will  work  less,  and  die  sooner ;  and  since  we  have 
slaves,  we  ought,  at  least,  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  interest  and 
humanity.  Tlie  revenue  of  the  King,  the  consumption  of  manu- 
fiictures,  the  cultivation  of  our  colonies,  will  increase  in  proportion  to 
the  freedom  given  to  trade.  Are  not  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies 
the  best  judges  of  the  food  necessary  for  their  slaves,  or  do  we  fear 
that  they  will  give  them  too  much?  Besides  codfish  and  salt 
provisions,  they  will  at  the  same  time  receive  live  stock,  lumber,  &c., 
which  have  always  been  furnished  by  the  American  continent.  I 
must  observe  here,  that  an  intrepSt  requires  a  coasting  ti-ade,  which 
b  mconvenient  and  expensive ;  and  if  we  expect  any  help  firom  the 
Spaniards,  I  will  add  that  their  commerce  consbts  only  in  goats  and 
the  hides  of  their  wild  cattle,  which  the  want  of  fixlder  does  not 
allow  them  to  raise  otherwise.  Margarita  is  the  only  island  which 
has  pasture  grounds ;  but  we  cannot  depend  upon  it,  as  that  island 
will  soon  adopt  the  same  cultivation  with  our  colonies.  Americans, 
driven  away, by  us,  will  encourage  the  Spaniards,  who  require 
ahirays  to  be  paid  in  British  manufactures.  The  neglect  of  the 
custom-house  guards  makes  smuggling  easy.  Although  that  mdolent 
people  may  make  promises,  we  ought  not  to  depend  on  any  tlung 
that  requires  their  personal  exertions ;  but  timber  suitable  for  house 
and  ship  building,  staves,  spars  for  masts,  yards,  &c.,  and  finally 
salt  provisions,  which  we  must  get  from  the  United  States,  all  these 
are  objects  in  which  the  Spaniards  cannot  compete. 

It  b  impossible  for  me  to  doubt  that  fish,  salt  provisions,  be,  and 
all  the  abovementioned  articles,  will  be  admitted  m  our  colonies. 

Flour  offers  a  greater  difficulty,  which  I  pretend  not  to  splve.  The 
inhabitants  of  the  colonies  say  that  the  question  on  the  exportation 
of  grain  being  yet  doubtful,  we  ought  not  to  be  too  positive  as  to 
its  exportation  to  the  islands ;  that  negroes  do  not  make  much  use 
of  flour,  and  that  if  the  grain-seller  loses,  the  consumer,  and  conse- 
quently the  French  workman,  will  gain  by  it ;  that  fields  will  be 
transfi>nned  into  vineyards ;  that  the  importation  into  the  interior  of 
the  kingdom,  offers  an  openmg  for  it,  and  that  American  flour  is 
carried  every  day  to  the  ports  of  Europe,  (France  having  some  time 
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Mceived  it,)  it  would  be  cruel  to  stop  the  increase  of  the  colonieSy 
by  giving  exclusive  privileges  which  commonly  benefit  individuals 
only. 

Rum,  molasses,  and  French  manufactures  will  be  carried  fifom  dM 
Islands  to  the  United  States ;  but  they  msist  on  the  sugar  trade,  at 
least  for  their  own  consumption.  If  they  cannot  get  it  of  us  or 
of  the  English,  they  will  encourage  its  production  to  our  disadvantage, 
•ither  ii\  Brazil  or  the  Spanish  colonies.  If  they  obtain  that  libeity 
in  the  British  Islands,  they  will  form  there  commercial  ties  which 
we  ought  to  dread.  The  improv^nent  of  our  islands  ought  to  be  a 
subject  of  interest  to  us ;  St.  Lucia,  for  instance,  is  considered  as  a 
grave-yard,  but  might  be  made  a  flourishing  island.  If  the  increase 
of  a  hostile  possession  be  arrested,  will  not  a  great  injury  have  been 
done  to  it  ?  And  since  the  French  commerce  is  not  sufficient  for 
our  colonies,  why  not  give  the  surplus  to  our  allied  consumers  ?  In 
selecting  certain  islands  or  ports,  and  limiting  the  quantity  of  sugar 
exported  in  each  vessel,  or  by  requiring  bonds  for  a  declaration  of 
this  article  to  be  made  to  the  French  Consuls  in  the  United  States, 
eould  not  means  be  devised  so  that  this  commerce  should  not  exceed 
the  wants  of  the  continent,  and  that  the  Americans  should  not  derive 
the  advantage  of  carrying  our  sugars  to  Ekirope?  We  apprdiend 
difficulties  in  the  execution  of  such  regulations,  but  as  much  can  be 
said  of  all  restrictions.  If  these  last  do  not  cause  sufficient  embar- 
*iassm^ts  to  call  for  an  entire  freedom,  why  should  we  feel  compelled 
to  adopt  a  general  prohibition  ? 

It  is  besides  reasonable  to  make  some  experanents,  but  we  must 
not  b^n  with  those  which,  by  causing  the  loss  of  a  trade  little 
known  to  us,  would  occasion  useless  regrets.  When  this  commerce 
kas  been  examined  in  its  differing  bearings,  there  is  one  pmnt 
remaining  which  deserves  consideration.  The  United  States  possess- 
ing superabimdant  productions,  and  the  islands  having  wants  in 
common  with  them,  which  bring  them  together,  it  is  to  be  feared 
diat  the  refusal  of  an  honest  freedom  will  lead  them  to  a  general 
license.  K  every  thing  is  forbidden  to  them,  the  Americans,  as  wdl 
as  the  bhabitants  of  the  colonies,  will  break  all  laws ;  but  tber 
assurance  of  a  lawful  profit  will  drive  away  smuggling,  which  brings 
vexations,  animosities,  wastes  the  King's  revenue,  destroys  all 
arrangements  in  favor  of  our  commerce,  and  loosens  the  political 
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K  it  be  just  to  give  only  the  surplus  of  our  commerce  to  our 
dearest  allies,  if  they  are  only  to  be  employed  for  its  prosperity,  or 
that  of  our  cultivators,  our  worionen,  and  our  colonies,  for  the 
advantage  of  the  mother  country,  we  should  undoubtedly  be  very 
wrong  to  sacrifice  the  great  mterest  of  our  navigation.  That  of  the 
colonies,  it  is  said,  destroys  more  sailors  than  it  makes,  and  generally, 
the  Americans  do  not  expect  for  their  own  a  very  rapid  increase.  It 
is  true,  that  at  this  time  they  hasten  towards  the  interior  of  the 
country,  whither  they  are  attracted  by  the  rich  lands,  which  requires 
cultivators.  That  navigation,  besides,  will  be  dearer  than  is  expected. 
K  timber  is  cheap,  it  is  not  so  with  worionanship,  and  the  rigging  is 
principally  imported  from  Europe.  Their  sailors  are  better  paid 
and  fed,  and  their  ships  do  not  last  as  long  as  ours.  If,  say  the 
Americans,  ships  are  constructed  at  a  cheaper  rate,  the  French  will 
buy  some  of  them,  and  they  will  become  French  property.  They 
affirm  that  as  several  other  nations  navigate  at  a  cheaper  rate,  we 
ought  not  to  fear  them  on  that  account. 

If  I  have  ventured  to  give  some  ideas  on  the  American  trade,  I 
have  been  encouraged  by  the  Ministers  of  the  King,  and  still  more 
so  by  my  love  and  attachment  for  the  United  States.  These  motives, 
which  I  have  a  right  to  oflfer,  should  be  an  excuse  for  pretensions  on 
matters  which  I  understand  but  little ;  this  I  have  not  to  reproacii 
myself  with.  I  confess  that  the  least  merchant  knows  more  than  I 
do,  and  if  some  of  my  ideas  appear  just,  they  should  have  the  greater 
weight ;  inasmuch  as  they  are  offered  by  one  ignorant  of  the  matter, 
they  do  not  show  to  advantage.  I  do  not  offer  a  memorial,  I  only 
put  together  notes  which  have  been  required  of  me,  upon  some 
known  facts,  or  some  opinions  from  Americans,  which  my  private 
rdations  have  enabled  me  to  hear.  Whilst  we  facilitate  our  exporta- 
tion for  the  prosperity  of  our  commerce,  of  our  manufactories,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  payment,  we  favor  American  importa- 
tbn.  It  will  be  necessary  that  in  fostering  our  navigation,  the 
mterest  of  our  merchants  be  combined  with  that  of  our  manufactures 
and  of  our  colonies,  for  the  good  of  the  kingdom.  The  Ministers  of 
the  King  will  know  better  than  myself  how  to  effect  tliese  objects ; 
but  there  are  two  reflections  which  do  not  require  much  knowledge. 
The  first  is,  that  in  losing  time  we  do  ourselves  an  irreparable  injury ; 
the  second  is,  that  it  is  very  important  that  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  and  their  Consul,  also  other  American  Envoys  now  in 
Vol.  L— 19 
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France,  should  be  consulted,  and  their  talents  and  knowledge  render 
their  advice  important,  and  their  opinions  will  have  much  influence 
on  the  disposition  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 


FROM  THE   MARQUIS    DE   LA  FAYETTE   TO  ROBERT   MORRIS. 

Paris,  January  10, 1784. 
Sir, 

On  the  26th  of  last  month  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  a  letter, 
enclosing  some  observations  from  me  to  the  French  Ministry,  and 
answers  from  them  to  me,  and  also  giving  you  an  account  of  some 
measures  which,  in  my  private  capacity,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
undertake.  I  have  been  much  encouraged  by  your  verbal  opinion  to 
Colonel  Gouvion  respecting  L'Orient,  which  I  had  taken  upon 
myself  to  recommend  for  a  free  port.  A  duplicate  of  my  despatches, 
December  the  26th,  is  going  in  this  packet,  whereby  you  may  see 
that  in  the  private  applications  I  make  Congress  cannot  by  any  means 
be  in  the  least  committed. 

Since  my  last  letter  I  have  had  some  conferences  with  the  Ministry, 
enforcing  what  I  had  presented  in  the  memorial.  Enclosed  you  will 
find  an  original  official  letter  from  M^  de  Calonne,  the  Minister  of 
Finance,  wherein  the  afiair  of  the  free  parts  is  finally  settled,  and 
some  otiier  parts  of  my  observations  are  answered.  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  its  being  published  in  the  news- 
papers, and  for  the  facility  of  a  translation  I  enclose  a  tail  copy  made 
out  m  a  more  legible  hand. 

LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  ROBERT   MORRIS   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Office  of  Finance,  September  30, 1784. 
Sir, 
I  do  myself  the  honor  to  enclose,  for  the  inspection  of  Congress, 
a  copy  of  a  letter  of  the  14th  of  last  month,  from  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette ;  and  with  it  I  send  the  originals  which  were  delivered  by 
him  to  me.  The  unexampled  attention  to  every  American  interest 
which  this  gentleman  has  exhibited,  cannot  fail  to  excite  the  strongest 
emotions  in  bis  favor ;  and  we  must,  at  the  same  time,  admire  the 
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jadgment  which  he  bas  shewn  in  the  manner  of  bis  applications,  as 
well  as  the  industry  in  selecting  materials.  There  can  be  little 
doubt  that  his  interest  at  his  own  Court  must  always  prove  beneicial 
to  this  country  while  the  same  cordiality  shall  continue  which  now 
subsists  between  him  and  the  venerable  Plenipotentiaiy'  now  resident 
at  Passy. 

I  shall  not  hazard  opinions  upon  the  matters  which  have  employed 
the  attention  of  Monsieur  de  la  Fayette  as  a  negotiator  from  this 
country  to  that  which  gave  him  birth.  It  would  be  intruding  senti- 
ments which  will  suggest  themselves.  But  while  I  feel  the  delicacy, 
and,  perhaps,  danger  of  askmg  fn»n  France  the  modification  or 
abolition  of  particular  duties,  thereby  establishing  a  precedent  for 
similar  requests  on  her  part,  I  hope  Congress  will  pardon  a  wish 
prompted  by  the  general  interests  of  commerce,  that  the  statement  of 
all  those  duties  might  be  translated  and  published  for  the  government 
of  those  who  may  (onn  expeditions  to  those  different  parts  now 
opened  to  us. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  ROBERT  MORRIS. 


FBOM  THE   MiAQUIS   DE   LA  FAYETTE  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Philadelphia,  Augaat  14, 1784. 
Sir, 
Enclosed  you  will  find  some  letters  from  M.  de  Calonne,  and  also 
one  firom  the  Marshal  de  Castries,  with  a  return  of  duties  now  paid 
in  the  French  fre^  ports.    The  whole  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
lay  before  you,  and  shall  be  happy  in  any  commands  you  may  have 
for  me  on  these  important  matters. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  FATETTE  TO  M.  BE  CALONNE. 

Paris,  January  31, 1784. 

Sir, 
In  our  last  conversation  I  submitted  to  you  some  questions  of 
American  merchants,  of  which  you  took  a  note ;  and  your  favorable 
disposition  for  the  American  commerce,  and  the  quick  decbions  it 
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produces,  have  reanimated  my  hopes.  Whilst  the  Enghsh  paxties 
are  disputing  we  may  repair  the  delays  of  which  you  have  so  sensibly 
felt  the  inconvenience. 

The  four  free  ports  are  granted;  and  you  destine  the  public 
buildings  there  to  serve  as  magazines  for  the  Americans.  It  were 
much  to  be  wisihed  that  neither  of  the  four  ports  may  be  deprived  of 
this  advantage,  and  the  compensation  for  the  use  of  these  magazines 
should  be  as  low  as  possible.  But  what  ought  particularly  to  be 
fixed,  is  a  list  of  the  fees  of  office,  of  anchorage,  and  of  the  admiralty. 
All  these  fees  or  duties,  which,  in  fact,  are  always  collected  in  a 
vague  and  troublesome  manner,  {ire  not  so  useful  to  the  Kmg  as 
mconvenient  to  the  individual,  and  if  it  is  of  moment  to  fix  them  as 
low  as  possible,  it  will,  I  believe,  be  still  of  m<Nre  importance  to  make 
a  sacrifice  of  them  altogether. 

Seemg  the  difficulties  which  would  attend  a  conmierce  with  France, 
Messrs.  Wadsworth  &  Carter,  very  rich  Americans,  had  given  up  all 
ideas  of  the  kind.  I  shewed  them  your  letter,  and  they  determined 
to  make  the  experiment ;  they  bought  silks  and  other  articles  to  send 
by  a  vessel  which  was  to  sail  firom  L'Orient,  but  the  demesnes  of 
Monsieur  laying  on  the  read,  they  were  obliged  eitlier  to  pay  the 
duties,  which  would  have  eat  up  all  the  profits,  or  to  take  a  circuitous 
route,  (as  they  did,)  and  thereby  lose  the  opportunity  and  increase 
the  expense. 

These  gentlemen  wish  to  send  to  America  forty  thousand  bottles 
of  champagne,  and  it  would  be  convenient  to  ship  them  at  Brest, 
where  one  of  their  vessels  will  stop  on  its  return  from  England. 
They  ask  if  they  should  meet  with  difficulties,  and  what  duties  they 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  entrance  and  clearance  of  their  vessel- 
Mr.  Nesbit,  merchant  at  L'Orient,  informs  me  that  Mr.  Pignon 
told  him  Virginia  tobacco  is, to  be  taken  at  45,  and  Maryland  tobacco 
at  40 ;  he  is  forced  to  lose  on  what  he  has  already  received ;  but 
his  friends  have  given  him  orders  that  their  tobacco  shall  go  bom 
America  to  foreign  ports.  This  monopoly  of  tobacco  is  a  great 
mbfortune  for  the  commerce  of  America,  but  since  the  Farmers 
General  must  buy  it,  I  cannot  conceive  what  views  they  can  have  in 
discouraging  the  Americans  firom  bringing  it  directly  here,  when 
the  same  quality  sells  at  a  higher  price  in  the  other  ports  of  Europe. 
Messrs.  Wadsworth  and  Carter,  of  whom  the  whole  army  of  M. 
de  Rochambeau  can  speak  to  you,  have  made  an  observation  to  me 
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whieh  is  very  just :  that  England  diminishes  the  duties  on  the  articles 
of  export  to  America,  and  if  France  did  the  same,  for  example  on 
looking-glasses  and  all  that  branch  of  the  glass  manufacture,  they 
would  have  the  advantage  over  the  English  manufactures. 

When  I  receive  your  answer  to  these  observations,  I  will  acquaint 
the  American  merchants  with  all  that  concerns  them;  they  are 
reanimated  by  your  activity  and  decision,  and  it  is  very  opportunely 
you  have  stepped  in,  to  turn  the  current  which  carried  the  whole  of 
the  American  conmierce  to  England. 

I  am,  &c.,  .  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  THE   MAB^UIS   DE   LA  FAYETTE  TO  M.  DE  CALONNE. 

Paris,  February  10, 1784. 
Sir, 

Being  on  the  point  of  writing  to  America,  I  could  wish  my 
accounts  to  continue  favorable.  After  opening  of  free  ports,  it 
would  be  finishing  your  work  to  fix,  or  perhaps  to  abolish,  the  duties 
of  the  admiralty,  of  anchorage,  pilotage,  and  other  obstructions  to 
commerce,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  mention  to  you  in  my  former 
letter.  It  would  be  of  importance  to  assure  the  Americans  of  a 
market  for  their  tobacco ;  I  have  forwarded  some  complaints  to  you, 
and  I  foresee  bad  consaquences  firom  tlie  commission  given  by  the 
Farmers  of  Virgmia  tobacco.  At  present  it  is  brought  firom  the 
Ukraine,  and  in  general,  instead  of  buying  that  of  America,  the 
Farmers  take  the  other  at  a  low  price  and  of  a  very  bad  quality. 
You  have  been  so  generous  with  respect  to  firee  ports,  that  it  would 
be  indiscreet  to  give  a  new  idea  of  that  kind ;  but  many  of  the 
Americans  have  told  me,  that  if  privileges  were  granted  to  the  Havre, 
it  would  ^ve  a  superiority  to  the  manufactures  of  Normandy,  and 
faeilitate  the  vent  of  the  articles  fabricated  at  Paris.  Vesseb  loaded 
in  England,  tempted  by  the  commodiousness  and  the  vicinity  of  the 
port,  would  call  and  take  in  some  French  productions. 

The  observations  I  have  the  honor  to  make  to  you,  sir,  must  be 
attiributed  to  my  desire  not  to  Cbrget  any  American  representations. 

Accept  the  homage  of  my  gratitude,  and  of  the  respect  with 

which  I  am,  &c., 

LA  FAYETTE. 
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FROM  THE  ]URQ,UIS  DS   LA  FATBTTE  TO  M*  DE  CALONNE. 

I 

Translation. 

Paris,  Februaiy  26, 1784. 
Sir, 

Monsieur,  the  Comptroller  General,  will  find  herewith  the  state- 
ment he  was  so  good  as  to  lend  me ;  and  to  iiilfil  hb  intentions,  I 
submit  to  him  the  opinion  of  the  American  merchants  I  have  con- 
sulted. The  duties  payable  in  the  firee  ports  are  less  burth^dsome 
from  their  amount  than  fixMn  their  multiplicity;  to  aboli^  them 
entirely,  would  perhaps  be  difficult,  but  they  might  be  at  £rst 
lessened  and  afterwards  united  under  one  denomination,  to  be  paid 
at  so  much  for  a  vessel  of  three  masts,  so  much  for  one  of  two  masts, 
and  so  on,  without  troubling  themselves  about  the  tonnage.  This 
method  will  deprive  no  one  of  their  dues,  for  the  subdivision  of  the 
profits  can  be  made  by  those  who  claim  them.  It  will  prevent  the 
exactions  and  impositions  to  which  strangers  may  be  liable,  will  take 
away  all  embarrassments  of  that  kind,  of  which  the  Americans 
complain,  and  will  much  surpass  the  English  method. 

This  being  done,  two  statements  should  be  made  out  and  sent ; 
one  of  the  old  duties  and  the  other  of  the  new  regulation,  should  be 
inserted  in  all  the  American  papers. 

An  opportunity  soon  offers  for  America,  and  if  M.,  the  Comptroller 
G^deral,  will  be  so  good  as  to  decide  on  this  point,  and  some  others 
in  my  letters,  I  will,  with  great  eagerness,  fiilfil  hb  views  in  com- 
municating his  resolution.  If  it  will  be  convenient  for  him  to  receive 
me  either  Saturday  at  Paris,  or  Sunday  at  Versailles,  before  or  after 
the  council,  I  shall  be  happy  in  waitbg  on  him. 

I  am,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  FAYETTE  TO*M.  DE  CALOKNE. 

Translation. 

Paris,  March  5, 1784. 
Sir, 
In  conformity  to  the  desire  of  M.,  the  Comptroller  General,  I 
waited  on  M.  De  Chardon,  and  though  he  had  been  bled  twice,  he 
was  so  good  as  to  occupy  himself  with  our  afi[airs.    He  did  not  think 
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the  business  could  be  done  without  having  new  and  more  particular 
statements ;  however,  from  the  account  he  was  to  render  to-day,  I 
hope  to  receive  the  letters  which  will  encourage  the  Americans  with 
respect  to  the  two  departments. 

Besides  this  letter  which  the  Comptroller  General  has  promised 
me,  I  take  the  liberty  to  mention  that  it  is  now  a  month  since  they 
have  received  die  information  at  New  York,  of  the  four  free  ports ; 
consequently,  vessels  may  be  expected  every  day ;  and  as  nothing 
remains  to  be  done  but  a  simple  formality,  it  were  to  be  wished  that 
it  was  finished  as  soon  as  possible.  I  have  even  detained  the 
American  officer,  in  the  hope  that  the  Sunday's  journey  to  Versailles 
will  put  it  in  my  power  to  send  the  printed  copy. 

In  conversing  with  the  Americans  on  the  importation  of  their 
flour  into  the  islands,  one  of  them  mentioned  that  we  might  take 
measures  to  have  the  returns  made  in  part,  in  wines,  or  goods  of  our 
manufacture.  This  engagement  of  contracting  with  the  Americans, 
may  be  joined  with  the  excellent  idea  which  M.,  the  Comptroller 
General,  as  well  as  the  Count  D'Estaign,  gave  me,  of  a  moderate 
duty  subject  to  drawback. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  M.  DE  CALONNC  TO  THE  MABQUIS  DE  LA  FATETTE. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  March  8,  1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  examined  with  much  attention  the  representations  which 
you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  make  to  me,  on  the  duties  payable 
by  American  vessels  in  the  four  free  ports  which  his  Majesty  has 
assigned  them.  You  complain  of  these  duties  being  too  high,  of  their 
multiplicity,  and  of  the  facility  they  will  give  to  bad  people  to  deceive 
strangers  not  acquainted  with  the  French  language  and  the  customs 
of  the  place.  You  require  the  suppression  of  the  greater  part  of  them, 
and  that  those  which  are  left  should  be  reduced  under  one  single 
head,  payable  according  to  the  vessels  being  of  one,  two,  or  three 
masts,  &&C.,  thereby  avoiding  the  detail,  which  would  take  place  if 
the  duty  was  laid  on  according  to  the  tonnage. 

I  must  in  the  first  place  observe  that  the  duties  payable  by  American 
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vessels  in  the  ports  of  France  are  the  same  as  for  other  foreign  vessels, 
and  do  not  exceed  the  duties  exacted  by  the  English.  But  you  repre- 
sent that  the  Americans  are  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  quality 
of  the  duties  payable  b  France  on  their  vessels  as  well  as  all  others. 
On  this  subject  I  can  propose  nothing  for  his  Majesty's  decision  before 
,  I  have  verified  to  certainty  in  what  these  duties  consbt,  for  whose 
profit  they  are  levied,  and  under  what  title  they  are  established.  To 
come  at  this  knowledge  I  have  engaged  |iis  Majesty  to  issue  orders  to 
the  Admiralty  of  the  four  free  ports  to  furnish  without  delay,  an 
accoimt  certified  by  them,  of  all  duties  whatever  payable  by  American 
vessels,  both  on  their  arrival  and  departure.  When  this  account 
comes  to  hand  I  shall  lay  the  result  before  his  Majesty,  and  then 
will  be  the  moment  to  propose  to  him  to  take  measures,  as  well  to 
diminish  the  duties  as  much  as  possible  as  to  unite  under  one  denom- 
ination all  which  may  be  left,  and  make  them  payable  according  to 
the  size  of  the  vessel.  This  will  also  afford  me  an  opportunity  of 
proving  to  the  United  States  the  favorable  disposition  of  our  Court  in 
every  thing  which  interests  them.  You  may  be  assured  I  have  let 
no  opportunity  escape,  and  the  determination  that  hb  Majesty  has 
just  taken,  on  my  report,  to  suppress  all  duties  on  the  exportation  of 
our  brandies,  fa  a  further  proof  of  the  attention  given  to  every  part  of 
our  commerce  with  the  United  States.  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will 
do  justice  to  the  desire  I  have  to  prove  to  you  the  sentim«Dts  of^ 

&c. 

DE  CALONNE. 


FROM  H.  DE  CALONNE  TO  THE  HARRIS  DE  BA  FATETTE. 

TranslaticHi. 

Paris,  May  17, 1784. 

Su:, 

It  has  not  been  possible  to  obtam  the  printed  copies  of  the  act, 
relative  to  the  free  ports,  so  quick  as  you  desired.  I  have  the  honor 
to  send  you  twenty-four  copies.  It  has  appeared  necessary  to  fix  a 
term  when  the  act  should  take  effect  at  L'Orient  and  Bayonne  that 
the  Farmers  General  might  have  time  to  form  separate  establishments 
between  the  places  which  are  fi*ee  and  those  subject  to  duties ;  but  you 
need  be  under  no  apprehension  that  any  thing  will  result  therefirom 
contrary  to  my  letter  of  the  9th  January  last  which  you  have  sent  to 
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America,  or  that  any  expeditions  which  may  have  been  made  in 
consequence  will  meet  any  difficulties  in  either  of  the  free  ports.  I 
have  provided  agamst  this  by  particular  orders,  and  every  proper 
measure  is  taken  that  vessels  which  sailed  within  three  or  four  months 
from  America,  and  which,  on  their  arrival,  shall  declare  they  were 
laden  in  consequence  of  what  I  wrote  and  you  announced,  shall 
inuiediately  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  a  fi'ee  port. 

I  have  read  with  great  attention  the  memorial  of  M.  de  Coulteux 
on  tobacco.  He  is  very  reasonable,  but  the  facts  are  not  admitted. 
It  is  alleged,  for  example,  that  an  American  vessel,  which  was  made 
to  pay  the  expenses  of  putting  into  L'Orient  uselessly,  afterwards 
carried  her  cargo  ebewhere,  and  will  not  return.  This  fact  is  not 
agreed  to.  The  packet  St.  Mary  was  cited,  but  the  verification  of 
the  fact  has  proved  its  falsity,  and  so  with  respect  to  another  vessel 
which  had  put  mto  the  mouth  of  the  Loire. 

With  respect  to  the  two  propositions  which  termmate  the  memorial, 
the  first  to  order  the  Farmers  General  not  to  buy  tobacco  but  in  France 
or  America;  and  the  second  to  form  a  magazine  in  the  port  of 
L'Orient,  where  the  merchant  may  lodge  his  tobacco  until  he  can 
sell  it  to  his  greatest  advantage,  they  are  susceptible  of  no  difficulty, 
nor  have  I  had  any  trouble  to  get  the  Farmers  General  to  consent  to 
them.  You  may,  therefore,  sir,  obviate  any  uneasiness  the  United 
States  may  have  conceived  with  respect  to  their  commerce  with 
France,  it  being  the  intenticm  of  the  King  to  remove  every  ob- 

stacle.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c-,  DE  CALONNE. 


FROM  M.  DE  CALONNE  TO  THE  MARQUIS  DE  LA  FATETTE. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  June  11, 1784. 
Sir, 

1  have  collected  together,  as  I  inf(»med  you,  a  list  of  the  different 

duties  payable  to  the  Admiral,  to  the  officers  of  the  Admiralty,  to  the 

cities,  or  to  particular  noblemen  by  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  the 

ports  of  MarseiUes,  Dunkirk,^Bayonne,  and  L'Orient,  on  their  arrival 

and  departure.    These  duties  are  brought  together  in  a  tabular  form 

whieb  shows,  at  the  same  time,  the  title  of  each  receipt,  and  the  law 
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which  authorises  it.  I  have  the  honor  to  send  it  to  you  that  you  may 
communicate  it  to  the  United  States,  and  they  may  mark,  in  the 
column  of  observations,  the  demands  they  have  to  make  with  respect 
to  each  kind  of  duty.  Till  this  is  done  it  will  be  impossible  to  propose 
to  his  Majesty,  either  the  suppression,  the  modification,  or  the  uniting 
under  one  head  the  different  duties  since  the  United  States  themselves 
are  not  acquainted  with  them,  and  it  is  indispensable  that  the  amount 
and  nature  of  each  duty  should  be  perfectly  known  to  them.  So  soon 
as  the  answer  of  the  United  States  comes  to  hand,  I  shall  lose  no  time 
in  laymg  it  before  his  Majesty,  and  I  hope  you  will  do  me  the  justice 
to  believe  that  the  desire  of  obliging  you  b  increased  by  that  of  being 
useful  to  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  D£  CALONNE. 


FROM  M.  DE  CALONNE  TO  THE  MABQIHS  DE  LA  FAYETTE. 

Translation. 

Paris,  June  16, 1784. 
Sir, 
Mr.  Chardon  has  just  communicated  to  me  the  letter  you  wrote 
him  this  morning,  in  which  you  demand  that  the  duties  payable  by 
American  vessels  in  the  ports  of  Marseilles,  Dunkirk,  Bayonne,  and 
L'Orient,  should  be  united  under  one  head,  payable  at  so  much 
per  vessel  of  one,  two,  or  three  masts.  You  mention  also  your 
desire  to  take  with  you  to  the  United  States  a  decision  on  die 
suppression  or  modificaticm  of  these  duties.  Notwithstanding  the 
pleasure  I  should  take  in  doing  any  thing  agreeable  to  the.  United 
States,  and  in  showing  you  personally  how  much  concern  I  take  in 
whatever  interests  you,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  propose  it  to  his 
Majesty  before  your  departure.  The  duties  payable  by  the  United 
States  belong  to  the  Admiral,  to  officers  of  the  Admiralty,  and  to 
particular  cities,  and  noblemen — ^both  one  and  the  other  would  be 
apt  to  lay  claims  of  indemnity  for  the  privation  or  reduction  of  their 
duties,  and  you  will  agree  that  it  would  not  be  just  to  reduce  them, 
or  even  to  suspend  them,  without  hearing  the  parties  interested. 
The  same  may  be  urged  against  reducing  the  whole  of  the  duties  to 
one  denomination,  payable  at  so  much  per  vessel,  according  to 
the  number  of  its  masts. 
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It  will  tben  be  necessary,  sir,  that  the  United  States,  after  exam- 
ining the  statement  of  the  duties,  which  I  had  the  honor  to  address 
you,  should  establish,  with  precision,  the  demands  they  have  to  make 
with  respect  to  each  duty.  On  the  receipt  of  this,  and  not  before, 
I  can  lay  the  whole  before  hb  Majesty,  and  the  United  States  may 
be  persuaded,  they  will  find  his  Majesty  disposed,  on  every  occasion, 
to  give  proofe  of  the  friendship  which  ought  to  exist  between  him 
and  the  United  States,  and  which  will  be  founded  on  equity  and 
justice. 

I  have  the  hcmor  to  be,  &c.,  D£  CALONNE. 

P.  S.  The  operation  you  desire  must,  whatever  attention  is  paid 
to  it,  necessarily  take  up  the  space  of  three  or  four  months.  It 
will  be  doing  in  your  absence,  and  you  shall  'be  mformed  of  the 
result.  I  send  back  the  statement  of  the  duties  as  they  now  exist. 
It  will  be  proper  you  should  have  it. 


ntOM   THE  XABSHAL  I>£    CASTRIES   TO  THE   MABQUIS   D£   LA 

VATETTE. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  June  27,  1784. 

Sir, 

The  regulation  of  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
our  coloaies  cannot  be  finished  before  your  departure.  All  that  you 
said  to  me  in  fevor  of  your  system  is  present  in  my  ideas ;  but  it 
win  be  impossible  for  us  to  give  that  degree  of  liberty  which  you 
desire.  All  that  I  can  foresee  b,  that  there  will  be  a  free  port  for 
the  Americans  in  each  colony,  that  everything  which  was  formerly 
received  will  meet  no  difficulty,  and  that  the  duties  will  be  as 
moderate  as  possible. 

With  respect  to  the  regulations  concerning  the  flour  and  sugar,  I 
cannot,  as  yet,  fix  anything.     The  interest  of  our  own  commerce 
demands  some  consideration,  and  I  will  treat  fully  on  these  subjects 
with  Mr.  PranUm  and  the  Consul  General  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  DE  CASTRIES. 
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FROM   THE    MARQUIS    DC    LA   FATETTE   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Mount  Veraon,  November  25, 1784. 
Sir, 

Although  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you, 
I  must  beg  leave  to  mention  a  matter,  which  has  not  a  little  hurt  my 
feelings.  You  probably  know  that  on  my  way,  passing  through 
New  York,  and  particularly  on  my  visit  to  Albany,  it  was  indmated 
my  presence  at  the  Indian  treaty  would  be  of  some  use  to  the 
public.  At  Fort  Schuyler  I  was  desired  to  speak  to  the  Indians, 
which  I  did,  and  the  Commissioners  had  the  papers  filled  up  with 
their  other  transactions.  But  copies  were  taken,  which  was  thought 
then  a  matter  of  no  consequence.  The  enclosed  letter  fix>m  Mr.  St. 
John,  and  the  gazette  that  accompanied  it,  will  show  you  that  from 
the  most  obliging  and  humble  motives  in  the  world,  he  attempted  to 
translate  and  print  such  incorrect  parts  of  the  relation  as  he  had 
been  able  to  come  at.  Had  his  kind  intentions  only  given  an  instant 
to  reflect,  he  might  have  seen  the  impropriety  of  that  measure, 
but,  in  the  meanwhile,  it  looks  as  if  it  had  my  consent ;  and  such 
deviation  is  it  from  the  manner  in  which  our  servants  of  the  United 
States  ever  did  business,  that  out  of  respect  for  Congress,  for  the 
Commissioners,  and  myself,  I  could  not  rest  easy  until  the  matter 
should  be  fully  explained.  Ilnclosed  is  my  letter  to  the  French 
Consul,  which,  after  you  have  taken  out  such  extracts  as  you  think 
proper,  I  beg  you  will  seal  up  and  send  by  the  bearer.  Indeed,  my  dear 
sir,  upon  your  friendship  I  depend  to  have  this  little  circumstaift^e 
officially  laid  before  Congress,  and  should  these  letters  be  worth  thdr 
reading,  it  will  be,  I  hope,  a  satis&ctory  explanation  of  the  afiair* 

In  the  first  days  of  next  month,  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  to  meet 
you  at  Trenton,  and  at  that  time  will  have  the  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  you  on  the  several  subjects.  No  answer  firom  you 
ever  came  to  hand. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  THE  MARC^UIS  DE  LA  FAYETTE  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Versailles,  Febniary  8,  1785. 
Sir, 

After  thirty  days'  passage  I  was  safely  landed  at  Brest,  and  am  so 

lately  arrived  in  Paris  that  I  had  better  refer  you  to  your  ministerial 
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intelligence.     In  consequence  of  Austrian  demands  upon  the  Dutch, 

and  the  gun  these  have  fired  at ,  forty  thousand  men  were 

sent  to  the  Low  Countries  by  the  Emperor,  and  a  second  division 
was  in  motion  the  same  way,  when  France  gave  orders  for  two 
armies  to  be  got  in  readiness,  the  one  probably  in  Flanders ,  and  the 
other  m  Alsace.  Holland  is  gathering  some  troops,  the  greater 
number  purchased  in  Germany,  and  will  have  at  the  utmost  thirty 
thousand  men  in  the  field.  Count  de  M^llebois,  an  old  and  able 
French  General,  has  been  demanded  by  them.  Russia  seems  fiiendly 
to  the  Emperor;  and  although  the  Stadtholder  is  a  friend  to  the 
King  of  Prussia,  while  the  patriots  are  wholly  attached  to  France, 
yet  Prussia  will,  no  doubt,  side  in  politics  witli  France,  and  the 
Stadtholder  will  command  his  own  country's  troops. 

A  grand  plan  b  spoken  of,  whereby  the  Emperor  would  endeavor 
to  obtain  Bavaria,  and,  in  return,  give  the  Low  Countries  to  the 
Palatine  House ;  a  bargain  which  betters  and  increases  the  Imperial 
forces.  Under  these  circumstances  negotiations  cannot  but  be  very 
interesting.  Although  the  freedom  of  Holland  and  the  protection  of 
the  German  Princes  are  very  proper  objects  for  France  to  support, 
yet  a  war  with  the  Emperor  must  be  peculiariy  disagreeable  to  the 
Court.  It  will  certainly  be  avoided,  if  consistent  with  the  liberties 
q€  Holland,  with  faith  and  dignity;  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion  that  no  War  will  take  place,  at  least  for  this  year. 
The  appearance  of  things,  however,  is  still  warlike  enough  to  have 
made  it  proper  for  me  to  be  arrived  at  the  time  I  did ;  an  idea,  I 
confess,  the  more  necessary  for  the  situation  of  my  mind,  as  I  most 
heartily  lamented  the  shortness  of  this  visit  to  America,  and  the 
obligation  I  had  been  under  to  give  up  favorite  plans  and  break  off 
more  agreeable  arrangements.  The  officers  of  the  regiments  under 
marching  orders,  colonels  excepted,  have  joined  their  corps.  But  I 
hope  matters  will  be  compromised,  and  such,  at  least,  is  my  private 
opinion ;  but  even  they,  who  know  more  than  I  do  on  the  subject, 
would,  perhaps,  find  it  difficult  to  form  a  precise  one. 

The  Ministers  of  Congress  will,  no  doubt,  inform  yoii  of  the 
situaUon  of  their  negotiations  in  Europe.  You  will  have  seen  M. 
de  Castine's  compliance  with  engagements.  He  had  taken  a  letter 
to  me  which  Mr.  Morris  laid  before  Congress.  Nothing  new  was 
granted ;  and  although  the  suspended  decisions  about  fiour  and  sugars 
were  fevorable  to  them,  the  French  merchants  have  complained  of 
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what  has  been  obtained.    In  every  country  mercantile  prejudices 
wear  off  by  little  and  little. 

I  beg,  my  dear  sir,  you  will  forgive  the  hurry  in  which  I  write. 
Be  pleased  to  remember  me  to  all  our  friends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETEE. 


FROM  THE  MABQUIS  DE  LA  FAYETTE  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  March  19, 1785. 
Sur, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  January  the  19th,  and 
am  happy  to  hear  that  Federal  ideas  are  thriving  in  America.  TTie 
more  I  see,  hear,  and  think  in  Europe,  the  more  I  wish  for  every 
measure  that  can  ensure  to  the  United  States  dignity,  power,  and 
public  confidence.  Your  three  Mmisters  being  m  Paris,  they  wiH, 
of  course,  acquaint  you  with,  the  present  state  of  America,  and  also 
of  European  politics.  Great  Britain  perseveres  in  her  ill  humor ; 
Spam  in  her  ill-understood  policy.  On  my  arrival  I  repeated  what  I 
had  written,  namely,  the  idea  of  getting  New  Orleans,  or,  at  least,  to 
advise  the  Spaniards  to  make  it  a  free  port.  The  former  is  impossible. 
As  to  the  seccmd,  I  had  no  positive  answer ;  but  I  am  sure  my  opinion 
was  not  thrown  away.  However,  I  confess  it  is  difficult  to  make  con- 
verts of  a  Spanish  Cabinet.   You  know  them  better  than  I  do. 

Negotiations  in  Europe  are  still  going  on,  and  there  b  every  reason 
to  hope  this  will  be  termmated  without  bloodshed.  Enclosed  you 
will  find  a  declaration  which  has  been  published  officially,  in  some 
measure,  in  the  Leyden  Gazette.  Count  de  Maillebcns  is  now  in 
Holland,  where  they  are  raismg  troops,  and  where  parties  run  very 
high.  In  the  meanwhile  the  Emperor  had  another  plan  m  view, 
of  which  I  wrote  to  you  in  my  last  lettefTs ;  it  was  to  exchange  his 
dominions  in  the  Low  Countries  for  the  Electorate  of  Bavaria.  But, 
fortunately  for  all  the  members  of  the  Eknpire,  the  Duke  of  Deux 
Fonts,  nephew  and  heir  to  the  Elector,  has  firmly  opposed  it.  A 
report  has  been  spread  that  the  Eknperor  had  intended  to  surprise 
Maestricht.  But  although  matters  are  not  yet  finally  settled,  I  am 
pretty  certain  there  will  not  be  this  year  any  Dutch  war,  nor  Bavarian 
war,  both  of  which  could  not  fail  to  involve  France.  It  is,  however, 
difficult  to  be  decided  in  an  opinion  upon  a  matter  which  the  ideas 
of  one  man  may  derange. 
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You  speak  lo  me  of  the  introdoction  of  flour  in  the  West  Indies. 
My  wishes  and  my  efibrts  are  not  unknown  to  you.  But  such 
clamors  have  been  raised  by  the  merchants  against  what  we  lately 
have  obtained  that  our  eflbrts  now  must  be  directed  towards  holding 
it  fast.  These  people  are  encouraged  by  the  narrow  politics  of 
England,  who,  say  they,  have  all  the  trade  of  America.  I  have 
appointed  a  conference  with  the  Due  de  la  Vauguyon,  who  is  setting 
out  for  Spain,  and  I  will  tell  him  everything  I  know  respecting  the 
Mississippi. 

Your  Ministers  will  probably  write  to  you  respecting  the  Alge- 
rine  business.  What  information  I  can  collect  will  be  preseiited  to 
them. 

I  have  the  honor,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   THE   MABQUIS   DE   LA   FATETTC. 

Office  for  Foreign  AfiaiiB,  July  15, 1785. 
Sir, 

Accept  my  thanks  for  your  interesting  letter  of  the  19th  March, 
which  was  immediately  communicated  to  Congress.  I  consider  it  as 
a  new  proof  of  that  constant  and  useful  attention  to  our  afiairs  fix>m 
which  the  United  States  so  often  derived  both  pleasure  and  advantage. 
Let  me  request  the  continuance  of  your  correspondence ;  and  be 
assured  that  it  will  always  give  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you 
such  intelligence  respecting  American  occurrences  as  may  appear 
interesting. 

Don  Diego  de  Grardoqui  is  arrived,  and  has  been  received  so  much 
in  the  spirit  of  fnendship  that  I  hope  his  master  and  himself  will  be 
well  pleased.  Our  negotiations  with  him  will  soon  commence,  and  I 
SDC^rely  wi^h  that  the  issue  of  them  may  be  satisfactory  to  both 
countries.  To  prepare  for  war,  and  yet  be  tenacious  of  peace  with 
all  the  world  is,  I  think,  our  true  interest.  I  wish  M.  Gardoqui's 
instructions  may  be  sufficiently  extensive  to  admit  of  a  settlement  of 
our  botmdaries,  &c.,  on  principles  which  alone  can  create  and 
perpetuate  cordiality. 

Hhe  British  shew  no  disposition  to  evacuate  our  frontier  posts. 
What  their  real  designs  are  can  at  present  be  only  inferred  and 
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conjectured  from  appearances;  and  present  appearances  induce  a 
suspicion  that  they  mean  to  hold  them.  The  letters  we  expect  from 
Mr.  Adams  will  probably  remove  all  doubts  on  that  head.  It  is 
certain  that  they  pay  great  attention  to  the  Indians,  and  give  great 
encouragement  to  emigrants  from  us.  Their  expectations  from  the 
latter  circumstance  will  fail  them.  I  wish  that  every  acre  of  ground 
they  hold  in  America  was  setded  by  natives  of  the  United  States. 
They  would  transplant  their  love  of  liberty,  their  spirit  of  enterprise, 
and  their  attachment  to  republicanism  into  countries  in  which  it  is 
our  interest  that  such  plants  should  be  propagated  and  flourish.  In 
time  they  will  bear  fruit. 

The  commercial  class  of  our  people  sensibly  feel  the  restraints  on 
our  trade,  and  look  up  to  Congress  for  a  remedy.  Good  will  come 
out  of  evil.  These  discontents  nourish  Federal  ideas.  As  trade 
diminishes  agriculture  must  suffer,  and  hence  it  will  happen  that  our 
yeomen  will  become  as  d^irous  of  increasing  the  powers  of  Congress 
as  our  merchants  now  are.  All  foreign  restrictions,  exclusions,  and 
unneighborly  ordinances  will  tend  to  press  us  together,  and  str^igthen 
our  bonds  of  union. 

I  send  you  herewith  a  number  of  gazettes,  from  which  you  w91 
discern  something  of  the  spirit  which  prevails. 

Congress  go  on  doing  business  with  great  concord^  temper,  and 
harmony.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  ordinance  for  regulating  the  Land 
Office.  They  are  now  on  the  subject  of  requisitions,  and  I  flatter 
myself  that  as  the  highest  respect  for  good  faith  prevails  in  the  House 
that  exertions  will  be  made  by  the  States  to  preserve  the  public 
credit. 

Governor  Livingston  was  appointed  for  the  Hague,  but  declining 
that  place  Governor  Rudedge  has  been  elected  for  it.  His  answer 
has  not  reached  us. 

When,  my  dear  sir,  will  your  Court  send  us  a  Minister  ?  Our 
having  one  at  Versailles  affords  reason  to  expect  one  from  thence. 
The  report  of  Monsieur  de  Moustier's  coming  over  in  that  capacity 
dies  away ;  from  the  litde  I  saw  of  him  at  Paris,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  he  would  be  an  agreeable  as  well  as  an  able  Minister. 

Mrs.  Jay  joins  me  in  requesting  the  favor  of  you  to  present  our 
compliments  to  the  Marchioness. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  THE   MAttQ,ms   DE   LA   FATETTE   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Palis,  April  I8»  1785. 
Sir, 

Having  he&n  requested  by  some  persons  in  this  Court  to  lay  before 
Congress  the  case  of  an  orphan  lady  who  has  a  sum  of  money  in  the 
continental  fiinds^  I  think  it  is  more  proper  to  address  this  letter  to 
you,  as  it  is  connected  with  the  Department  of  Foreign  Affairs.  The 
yoimg  lady's  mother  was  Miss  Stonestreet,  by  her  family  name,  and 
her  father  was  a  Mr.  Thomas,  merchant  of  Martinico.  Her  guardian, 
the  Sieur  de  Poisson,  town  major  of  the  city  of  Quesnoy,  will  apply 
to  Congress  by  means  of  M.  de  Marbois,  who  is  the  proper  channel 
for  that  business.  But  after  I  had  said  that  the  justice  of  Congress  and 
the  principles  of  the  American  Government  made  a  recommendation 
an  useless  thing,  I  could  not  refuse  this  letter,  unless  I  had  seemed  to 
entertain  a  doubt  of  the  good  effect  the  case  of  this  orphan  will  certsdnly 
have  in  her  behalf,  provided  her  demands  are  well  grounded. 

With  affectionate  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LA  FAYETTE. 

FROM  THE   MARQ,UIS   DE   LA  FATETTE  TO  JOHK  JAT* 

Paris,  April  18, 1785. 
Sir, 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  by  M.  Barri,  a  French  oflScer,  who 
has  served  on  board  our  continental  ahips  of  war,  and  whose  sufferings 
in  that  capacity  have  been  explained  in  the  petition  I  did  myself  the 
honor  to  send  to  you  to  Trenton.  He  has  requested  me  to  give  him 
this  line  of  introduction,  and  seems  to  me  to  have  behaved  very  well 
in  his  expeditions. 

With  the  highest  and  most  affectionate  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  fee,  LA  FAYETTE. 

0 

FROM  T6e  CHEVALIER  BARRE  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Translation. 

LYDrient,  June  29, 1785. 
Sir, 
An  unfortunate  event  has  prevented  my  having  the  honor  of 
presendng  to  ypu,  myself,  the  letter  from  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette, 
which  he  sent  me  from  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  reminding  you  of  a 
Vol.  L— 20 
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memorial  which  he  presented  the  last  time  he  was  at  Trentmi*  He 
has  assured  me  that  jrou  were  mformed  of  the  events  which  places  me 
in  the  condition  to  clum  your  good  offices  with  Congress  for  a 
recompense  for  my  services  in  the  unfortunate  events  which  befel  me 
under  the  American  flag.  If  you  have  condescended  to  consider  my 
memorial,  you  will  have  seen  the  firightiul  detail  of  the  torments  which 
I  suffered  at  that  time,  and  I  hope  that  you  will  pay  regard  thereto — 
my  acknowledgments  shall  be  eternal.  I  have  sent  herewith  the  letter 
of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette*  His  protection,  added  to  my  services, 
will  surely  merit  your  kindness.  At  the  time  of  my  last  voyage  to 
America  I  had  reasons  to  expect  the  cross  of  Cincinnaii  and  a  grade 
in  the  American  marine.  As  I  have  served  in  the  quality  of  ensign 
on  board  of  two  frigates  in  the  service  of  Congress,  in  this  capacity, 
I  dare  hope  that  my  demand  will  be  granted  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  with  respect,  &c.,  BARRE. 

P.  S.  M.  Deveau,  an  officer  on  board  the  packet,  b  the  person 
who  has  the  honor  to  deliver  you  this  letter.  If  you  have  the  good- 
ness to  do  anything  tar  me,  I  beg  of  you  to  send  the  same  to  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  and  to  advbe  me  thereof. 

This  is  my  address :  M.  the  Chevalier  Barre,  officer  of  the  Marine, 
at  the  Hotel  of  M.  Merenard,  L'Orient. 


XEMOBIAL  V&OM  THE  CHEVALIKR  BARR&  TO  THE  PmESIDBMT  OF 

CONGRESS. 

Translation. 
Sir, 
The  Sieur  Barre,  lieutenant  of  a  frigate  in  the  service  of  France, 
has  the  honor  to  represent  to  your  Excellency  that  he  was  taken  by 
Sir  James  liuttrell,  commanding  the  Mediator,  a  ship  of  fifty  guns, 
in  an  American  frigate  of  twenty-eight  nine-pounders,  commanded 
by  the  Sieur  Gregory,  lieutenant  of  a  vessel  in  the  service  of  Con- 
gress. The  Sieur  Barre  was  ensign  on  board  this  frigate,  and  claims 
the  protection  of  Congress,  that  he  may  have  a  brevet,  and  be 
advanced  m  the  American  marine.  The  cruelty  with  which  he  was 
treated  by  the  English  will  surely  operate  in  his  fiivor ;  and  he  b 
certain  that  the  gentlemen  are  acquainted  with  ^  affimr,  the  recital 
of  which  he  subjoins. 
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The  Me<&t(Nr  came  up  with  us  on  the  12th  December,  1782,  at 
Dine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  we  being  then  to  leeward  of  her,  in 
company  with  the  Menagere,  a  vessel  armed  en  fiuit^  belonging  to 
the  King  of  France,  on  her  way  to  America.  The  Menagere  left 
OS  after  firing  the  first  shot,  making  a  signal  for  safety ;  the  Sieur 
Gregory  would  not  attempt  to  escape,  but  held  out  as  long  as  he 
could;  however,  two  shots  between  wind  and  water,  and  the 
inequality  of  force  obliged  us  to  strike  to  avoid  being  sunk;  the 
ship's  boats  came  immediately  on  board,  and  thebr  people  treated  us 
exceedingly  ill,  killed  two  of  our  men,  and  made  us  embark  without 
allowing  us  to  take  the  smallest  part  of  our  effects.  When  we 
arrived  on  board  the  ship  the  captain  put  us  in  the  boatswain's  state* 
room,  and  kept  us  there  until  night.  At  midnight  we  were  ordered 
upon  deck,  and  were  sent  into  the  gunner's  room.  Until  this  time, 
nothing  appeared  to  presage  the  unfortimate  event  which  caused  my 
detention  for  five  months. 

The  next  day,  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  after  everybody 
had  gone  to  bed,  an  eighteen-pounder  was  fired  ofif  near  the  place 
where  I  was  ordered  to  sleep.  The  explosion  was  terrible ;  the  port 
was  carried  away,  the  side  planks  were  burst  off,  and  the  several 
cabins  near  were  overturned ;  the  alarm  was  universal,  and  I  was 
\  instantly  accused  of  firing  off  the  cannon  as  a  signal  for  raising  the 
sailors  who  were  on  board,  prisoners,  to  surprise  the  ship.  I  was 
obliged  to  defend  my  life  against  twenty  assailants,  and  prevent,  by 
a  steady  countenance,  the  whole  effect  of  their  rage.  I  could  no 
longer  resist,  and  was  obliged  to  yield.  Captain  Gregory  and  myself 
were  dragged  by  the  hair  and  driven  with  blows  of  the  sword  into 
the  captain's  cabin,  where  we  underwent  a  frightful  examination ; 
and^putting  hb  feet  on  our  necks,  the  swords  to  our  breasts,  and 
our  feet  before  a  glowing  fire,  but  not  being  able  to  draw  any 
discovery  from  us,  he  resolved  to  tie  us  hand  and  feet,  and  ordered 
us  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  then  put  a  rope  round  our  ancles  and 
balls  to  our  feet ;  in  short,  everything  was  prepared  for  the  most 
fiightfiil  punbhment.  Having  no  proof  of  what  we  were  accused, 
he  concluded  to  put  our  hands  and  feet  in  irons,  and  made  us  remain 
at  the  door  of  his  cabin  for  seventeen  days ;  and  at  his  arrival  at 
Plymouth  he  sent  us  to  a  dungeon  in  the  same  situation,  where  we 
remained  twenty  days,  firom  whence  we  were  taken,  because,  having 
no  proof,  we  could  not  be  convicted.    We  were  enlarged  and  put 
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into  the  American  prison  with  our  sailors ;  and  we  sdll  continued 
three  months  and  a  half  m  the  same  dbtress,  having  nothing  but 
what  we  had  on  at  the  time  of  action.  In  short,  the  12th  June, 
1783,  we  were  sent  away  in  a  flag  to  France,  and  I  conducted  the 
Americans  from  Roscour  to  Nantz,  where  they  found  a  Consul 
belonging  to  their  nation.  I  conceive,  therefore,  gentlemen,  that  I 
have  a  right  to  ask  your  kindness  in  advancing  me  in  your  marine, 
and  giving  me  rank.  Whatever  you  may  do  for  me  shall  be  an  obli- 
gation on  my  part  towards  you,  should  any  accident  occasion  new 
troubles  to  derange  the  order  your  Ekcellencies  have  established. 


FROM   JOHN   JAT  TO   THE   MARQUIS   DE    LA   FATETTE. 

New  York,  September  16,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  18th  April  last, 

together  with  one  from  M.  Barre,  respecting  his  case.    These  papers 

are  now  before  Congress.     I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  inform  you 

of  the  result ;  and  am,  with  great  esteem  and  regard,  dear  sir.  Sec, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN   JAT   TO   THE    MARQUIS    DE    LA   FATETTE. 

New  York,  October  21, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  interest  which  you  have  benevolently  taken  in  the  case  of 
M.  Barre  renders  it  proper  that  I  should  inform  you  of  the  result  of. 
bis  application.     This  will  be  best  done  by  sending  you  a  copy  of 
my  letter  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  you  will  find  it  herewith 
enclosed. 

Monsieur  Barre  speaks  of  his  serving  as  an  ensign  on  board  an 
American  frigate,  conmianded  by  M.  Gregory,  and  being  taken  by 
the  Mediator,  Captain  Luttrell. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hardy  to  Secretary 
Thompson,  places  that  matter  in  a  different  light  from  the  one  in 
which  M.  Barre  represents  it ;  for  it  seems  firom  thence  that  instead 
of  an  American  frigate,  she  was  a  private-armed  French  vessel. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 
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FROM  MR.  HARDT  TO   SECRJBTART  THOMSON. 

Treasury  Office,  September  13, 1785. 

Sir, 

Agreeable  to  your  request  I  shall  do  myself  the  honor  to  give  you 
such  information  respecting  Mr.  Stephen  Gregory  as  the  length  of 
the  time  past  and  my  memory  will  admit  of. 

Before  I  proceed  further  it  may  not  be  improper  to  inform  you 
that  Mr.  Gregory  was  a  lieutenant  on  board  the  Confederacy  frigate, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in  which  ship  I  had  also  the 
hoD<»r  of  bearing  the  rank  of  captain  of  marines.  In  the  month  of 
April,  1781,  we  were  captured  on  the  coast  and  brought  into  this 
port,  fiom  whence  we  were  sent  prisoners  to  England.  We  escaped 
at  different  periods,  and  happily  met  again  in  Nantes ;  at  which  place 
Mr.  Gregory,  in  the  month  of  April  or  May,  1782,  was  appomted 
to  the  command  of  a  merchant  ship  then  lying  at  Bayonne,  called 
the  Alexander,  belonging  to  M.  Beaumarchais,  merchant  in  Paris, 
by  his  partner,  (I  think,)  a  Mr.  Francis,  then  at  Nantes,  from  whence 
he  im)ceeded  and  took  command  of  her.  On  his  route  from  Bayonne 
to  Bordeaux,  m  the  month  of  October  following,  with  several  vessels 
under  bis  convoy,  he  fell  in  with  and  engaged  an  enemy's  cruiser ; 
bis  ship  was  considerably  damaged  in  the  action,  which  obliged  him 
to  put  into  Rochelle.  Whether  from  that  ship's  being  so  much 
disabled,  or  what  other  circumstance  I  cannot  recollect,  but  Mr. 
Gregory  was  turned  over  to  another  ship  of  twenty  guns  at  Bor- 
deaux^-her  name  I  do  not  recollect— «nd,  as  I  always  understood, 
in  the  *same  employ.  From  that  port  he  sailed,  m  the  latter  end  of 
the  year  1782,  in  company  with  the  Menagere,  of  thirty-six  guns, 
and  the  Iphigine,  a  new  ship,  mounting  twenty-four  guns,  built  at 
Nantes  whilst  I  was  there,  (both  in  the  same  employ,)  and  two  or 
three  others,  bound  for  Cape  Francis.  Before  they  got  out  of  the 
Bay  of  Biscay  they  fell  in  with  the  Mediator,  an  English  forty-gun 
ship,  and  unfortunately,  after  an  action  in  which  Gregory's  ship 
sabred  considerably,  he  was  captured,  together  with  the  Menagere. 

A  particular  detail  of  this  capture,  and  Mr.  Gregory's  attempt  to 
rise  and  take  the  Mediator  whilst  he  was  a  prisoner  on  board  of  her, 
you  will  find  by  a  letter  from  Captain  Luttrell  to  the  Admiralty, 
published  in  the  Philadelphia  papers  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1783. 
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From  the  aforegoiag  circumstances,  and  my  intimacy  with  Mr. 
Gregory,  together  with  the  frequent  communication  that  was  kept  up 
between  us  by  letters,  before  he  sailed,  (some  of  which  I  have 
preserved,)  I  have  every  reason  to  conclude  that  Mr.  Gregory  at 
that  time  was  in  private  French  service,  though  bearing  an  Am^can 
commission* 

Should  this  information  answer  the  desired  purposes,  I  shall  be 
happy  in  giving  it,  and  equally  ready  in  rendering  any  furdier  that 
may  be  in  my  power* 

1  am,  with  the  utmost  respect.  Sec*, 

JOSEPH  HARDY. 


FROM  THK   HAR^UIS   DE   LA  FATETTE   TO  ^OHN  JAT. 

Pftm,  May  11, 1786. 
Sir, 

This  opportunity  being  very  safe,  Congress  will  have  been  fiilly 
informed  by  their  Minister  and  the  bearer,  Mr*  John  Adams's  son, 
who  is  himself  very  well  fit  to  give  them  proper  intelligence* 

The  appearances  of  a  war  are  more  and  more  remote.  Politicians, 
however,  look  towards  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  Emperor  is 
restless ;  the  Empress  of  Russia  is  ambitious ;  the  King  of  Prussia 
is  old;  a  King  of  the  Romans  is  to  be  elected;  an  arrangement  lor 
Bavaria ;  a  reason  or  a  pretence,  an  interest  or  a  whim  might  set  fire 
to  combustible  matter;  but  it  b  not  expected  for  tho  present. 

As  Jt  seems  to  me  that  favors  granted  to  American  importadons 
are  the  best  services  that  can  be  rendered  to  American  trade,  I  wish 
it  had  been  possible  to  obtain  a  total  abcdition  of  duties  upon  whale 
oU.  But  in  this  moment  Government  are  taken  up  with  a  scheme 
to  revive  that  fisheiy  m  France.  It  was  therefore  necessary  to  (Mow 
aroundabout  course,  and  Mr.  Adams  is  charged  with  acune  private 
proposals,  which  may  be  advantageous. 

In  a  few  days  I  intend  visiting  Nismes,  Montpelier,  and  Rochelle, 
which  are  manufacturing  and  trading  towns.  I  hope  my  little 
journey  may  not  be  quite  useless ;  afler  which  I  shall  go  to  Berlin 
and  Silesia,  to  Vi^ina  and  Boh^nia,  where  the  King  of  Prussia  and 
the  Emperor,  at  several  periods  of  the  sunmier,  have  grand  manoeu- 
vres executed  by  their  troops.    Should  I  in  those  vbits  find  the  least 
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opportunity  to  gratify  my  zed  £>r  the  United  States,  I  should  think 
myself  more  happy  than  I  can  expect,  and  as  much  so  as  your 
patriotic  heart  can  feel. 

With  the  most  sincere  regard  and  affection,  I  hare  the  honor  to 
be,  ic,  LA  FAYETTE. 


VROM  THE  MABqUIS  DE  LA  FATETTE  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

l^enna,  September  4^  1785. 
Sir, 

This  letter  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  a  private  courier  of  M.  de 
Noailles,  who  has  been  in  my  family,  and  who,  I  am  sure,  will  take 
piopw  care  of  ray  despatches. 

SSnce  I  had  the  pleasure  to  see  you  I  have  been  at  the  Prus»an 
Ckyuit  and  the  Prussian  camps,  with  which  I  was  much  pleased,  and 
DOW  am  at  Vienna,  with  an  intention  soon  to  return  to  Potsdam, 
where  there  will  be  a  greiU  deal  of  manoeuvring. 

The  kind  receptbn  I  met  with  in  every  part  of  my  journey  has 
given  me  the  means  to  hear  and  to  speak  much  on  the  affiurs  of 
America.  I  find  the  misrepresentations  of  Great  Britain  have  not 
been  fruitless.  The  strength  of  the  Union,  the  powers  of  Congress, 
the  dispositions  of  the  people,  and  the  principles  of  trade,  are  points 
upon  which  I  have  had  many  opportunities  to  give  the  He  to  false 
assertions  of  newspapers,  and  to  set  to  rights  the  false  ideas  of 
misinformed  people. 

It  is  useless  to  observe  I  wish  the  good  measures  now  in  contem- 
l^atiOQ  may  be  soon  executed ;  but  in  the  meanwhile  I  more  than 
ever  wish  we  may,  in  newspapers,  counteract  the  uncandid  accounts 
timt  are  sometimes  given. 

On  the  first  day  I  saw  the  Kmg  of  Prussia ;  he  spdce  with  me  on 
the  present  situation  of  American  afiairs. 

The  Marquis  de  Tuchesiny,  his  fnend,  paid  me  a  visit  in  the 
afternoon,  wherein  I  introduced  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of  commerce 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States.  Since  which  the  King 
has,  sometimes  at  dinner,  put  his  questions  to  me  on  the  resources, 
the  UmoBy  and  the  future  existence  of  America;  and  I  do  not  think 
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they  would  have  been  so  properly  answered  by  the  Duke  of  York  or 
Lord  Comwallis,  who  were  two  of  the  guests.  I  fancy  I  may  have 
still  more  particular  opportunities  to  know  his  opinions,  and  to 
introduce  my  ideas. 

On  the  day  before  yesterday  I  arrived  at  Virana,  and  yesterday 
morning  waited  on  the  Emperor.  The  misrepresentations  about 
America,  the  good  measures  that  had  been  and  were  to  be  taken,  the 
necessity  to  improve  this  moment,  and  come  early  into  liberal  treaties 
that  would  open  the  door  to  American  importations,  in  order  to  pay 
for  Austrian  goods.  Such  were  the  points  to  which  I  directed,  and 
sometimes  forced  the  conversation.  It  was  a  great  object  with  him 
to  know  if  the  Americans  would  be  their  own  carriers. 

The  same'  day,  in  the  evening,  Erince  Kaunitz,  the  Prime 
Minbter,  very  willingly  came  into  the  subject  of  American  trade, 
which  I  had  brought  about  in  a  private  conference — ^that  carrying 
trade  was  again  the  topic ;  I  advised  them  to  send  Consuls  to  settle 
partnerships  in  Am^ca,  as  no  trade  could  last  but  what  was  mixed 
and  reciprocal.  I  detailed  out  the  objects  of  American  exportations, 
as  I  had  done  to  the  Elmperor.  Why  then  (said  Prince  Katmitz) 
don't  they  make  advances  to  us  ?  I  answered,  advances  had  been 
made,  and  more,  in  my  opinion,  than  were  necessary,  but  they  had 
not  been  listened  to  in  that  time,  and  for  the  present,  that  I  had 
heard  something  as  if  an  answer  was  expected  from  the  Emperor. 
He  said  the  demand  had  been  an  indirect  one.  At  last  I  concluded 
the  conversation  with  telling  him  that  I  knew  nothing  of  particulars, 
but  had  heard  Congress,  the  people,  and  their  Ministers  in  Europe 
express  a  desire  to  be  upon  a  very  friendly  footing  with  the  Emperor ; 
that  as  a  friend  I  advised  him  to  lose  no  time,  and  he  knew  very  well 
no  treaty  could  go  on  without  reciprocity.  I,  therefore,  diought  the 
first  measure  was  to  open  the  Italian  ports  for  the  salt  fish  of  America. 
From  our  conversation,  I  am  apt  to  think  he  may  order  his  Ministers 
to  talk  with  you  or  Mr.  Adams,  and  I  wish  to  write  you  what  bad 
passed  between  us,  wherem  I  spoke  as  a  man  who,  being  ignorant  of 
particulars,  could  only  offer  an  humble  advice  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  but  upon  the  whole,  I  don't  think  you  will  have  a  very 
great  trade  this  way. 

As  I  think  these  hints  may  be  agreeable  to  our  friend  Mr.  Adams, 
I  beg  you  will  send  the  letter  by  a  safe  hand,  as  opportunities  often 
oSkr.    There  is  such  a  distance  between  CcMigress  and  myself,  that 
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I  will  leave  to  you  to  trouble  than  with  the  news  of  my  German 
tour. 

Adieu,  my  dear  sir ;  my  compliments  to  Humphreys,  Mr.  Short, 
and  our  other  friends  at  Paris. 

Most  respectfully,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  THE   HARqUIS   DE   LA   FAYETTE   TO  JOHN   JAT. 

Yienna,  September  6, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  a  memorial  in  behalf  of  M.  d'Argaynarats,  who 
has  been  recommended  to  me  by  persons  of  the  most  respectable 
character.  It  seems  M.  d'Argaynarat's  situation  is  very  particular, 
and  the  distress  of  himself  and  family  very  urgent.  As  in  the 
number  of  petitions  that  may  be  received,  it  b  not  possible  for 
Congress  to  be  acquainted  with  the  family  afiairs  of  individuals,  I 
hope  it  is  not  improper  for  me  to  lay  before  them  this  particular  case ; 
and  while  it  b  officblly  presented  by  others,  not  to  withhold  my 
certificate  of  the  accounts,  which  respectable  characters  have  given 
me  about  M.  d'Argaynarat's  present  distresses. 

With  the  highest  and  most  affectionate  regard,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  fcc,  L^  FAYETTE. 


MEMORIAL   OF   THE    SIEUR  d'aRGAYNARATS. 

Translation. 

The  Sieur  d'Argaynarats,  at  the  same  time  attached  to  the  military 
state,  and  engaged  in  commerce  at  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  desirous  to 
concur  with  all  hb  feeble  power  towafds  the  liberty  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  freighted  a  ship  in  1778,  to  send  them  different 
merchandizes  and  warlike  stores,  among  others,  twenty  pieces  of 
cannon. 

His  ship  arrived  safely  at  Salem,  where  all  his  merchandizes  and 
stores  were  sold  by  a  Mr.  La  Fitte,  merchant ;  but  there  was  only 
remitted  for  their  amount  one  hundred  forty-three  thousand  six 
hundred  sixteen  dollars,  in  paper  money,  of  the  old  continental 
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amLssion,  which  were  deposited  b  the  Consul  General's  office  at 
Boston,  the  26th  March,  1782 ;  the  Sieur  d'Argaynarats  having  no 
news  thereof  till  that  time.  This  paper  still  remains  there,  so  tliat 
he  has  not  touched  a  single  farthing  of  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
merchandizes  and  stores. 

The  risks  which  he  has  run  in  sending  those  provisions,  the 
distressing  and  crud  situation  in  which  this  afiair  involves  him,  lead 
him  to  hope  that  the  United  States  will  be  pleased  to  distinguish 
him  amongst  the  other  merchants. 

The  value  of  the  said  stores  and  merchandizes  formed  the  whole 
of  his  fortune. 

He  has  a  wife  and  six  children,  whom  he  )ias  brought  up  in  habits 
of  industry  and  virtue,  and  who,  by  thb  event,  are  involved  in 
absolute  indigence,  and  the  entire  want  of  the  first  necessaries  of 
life.  This  cruel  situation,  which  has  no  example,  is  the  motive 
which  has  determined  this  application.  The  interest  which  the 
French  Minister  will  be  pleased  to  take  thereb,  gives  him  the 
assurance  that  the  United  States  will  relieve  an  unfortunate  father, 
who,  carried  away  by  his  zeal,  has  sacrificed  for  them  hb  subsbtence 
and  that  pf  hb  whole  femily. 

There  is  not  a  single  person  among  the  holders  of  similar  pap^ 
money,  whose  case  can  any  away4>e  like  hb  own.  Should,  however, 
the  United  States  fear  that  by  ordering  payment  to  him,  they  may 
give  reasons  for  their  other  creditors,  after  thb  example,  to  demand 
tlieirs,  he  at  least  flatters  himself  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  provide 
for  his  just  indenmification  by  some  indirect  means,  whatever  they 
may  be. 

0 

FROM  THE    BfARqUIS   D£    LA   FATETTE   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Paris,  FebruAnr  11, 1786. 
Sir,  ^ 

I  have  not  (or  a  long  time  had  the  honor  to  address  you,  either  in 
public  or  private  letters.  Thb  has  been  owing  to  a  toiur  I  made 
through  several  parts  of  Europe,  and  to  a  derangement  in  the 
packets,  which,  to  my  great  concern,  I  found  to  have  taken  place 
during  my  absence. 

In  the  course  of  a  journey  to  Prussia,  Silesia,  the  Austrian 
dominions,  and  back  again  to  Berlin,  I  could  not  but  have  many 
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opportunities  to  improve  myself  by  tbe  inspection  of  famous  fields  of 
battle,  the  conversation  of  the  greatest  generals,  and  the  sight  of 
excellent  troops ;  those  of  Prussia  particularly  exceeding  my  expect- 
ations* I  had  occasions  not  less  numerous  to  lament  the  folly  of 
nations  who  can  bear  a  despotic  Government,  and  to  pay  a  new 
tribute  of  respect  and  attachment  to  the  constitutional  principles  we 
had  the  happiness  to  establish.  Wherever  I  went,  America  was  of 
course  a  topic  in  the  conversation.  Her  efforts  during  the  contest 
are  universally  admired;  and  in  the  transactions  which  have  so 
gloriously  taken  place,  there  is  a  large  field  of  enthusiasm  for  the 
soldier,  of  w(Mider  and  applause  for  the  politiciati;  and  to  the 
philo3Qpb^  and  philanthropist  they  lure  a  matt^  of  unspeakable 
delight,  aad  I  could  say  of  admiration.  Those  sentiments  I  had  the 
pleasure  to  find  generally  d^SI[used.  But  to  my  great  sorrow,  (and  1 
will  the  more  candidly  tell  it  in  this  letter,  as  it  can  hurt  none  more 
than  it  hurts  myself,)  I  did  not  find  that  every  remark  equally  turned 
to  the  advantage  of  my  pride,  and  of  that  satb&ction  I  feel  in  the 
admiration  of  die  world  for  the  United  States. 

In  countries  so  &r  distant,  under  constitutions  so  foreign  to  repub- 
lican notions,  tbe  afiSurs  of  America  cannot  be  thoroughly  understood, 
and  such  inconveniences  as  we  lament  ourselves  are  greatly  exag- 
gerated by  her  enemies. 

It  would  require  almost  a  volume  to  relate  how  many  mistaken 
ideas  I  had  the  opportunity  to  set  to  rights.  And  as  it  has  been 
painful  for  me  to  hear,  so  it  is  now  disagreeable  to  mention,  the  bad 
efl^t  which  the  want  of  federal  union,  and  of  effective  arrangements 
fix*  the  finances  and  commerce  of  a  general  establishment  of  militia, 
have  had  on  the  minds  of  European  nations.  It  b  foolishly  thought 
by  some  that  democratical  constitutions  will  not,  cannot,  last,  that 
the  States  will  quarrel  with  each  other,  that  a  King,  or  at  least  a 
nobility,  are  indispensable  for  the  prosperity  of  a  nation.  But  I 
would  not  attend  to  those  absurdities,  as  they  are  answered  by  the 
smallest  particle  of  unprejudiced  common  sense,  and  will,  I  trust,  be 
forever  destroyed  by  the  example  of  America.  But  it  was  impossible 
finr  me  to  feel  so  much  unconcerned,  when  those  points  were  insisted 
upon,  for  which  I  could  not  but  acknowledge  within  myself  there 
was  some  ground ;  although  it  was  so  unfairly  broached  upon  by  the 
enemies  of  the  United  States.  It  is  an  object  with  the  European 
Governments  to  check  and  discourage  the  spirit  of  emigration, 
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which,  I  hope,  will  increase  among  the  Germans,  with  a  more 
perfect  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  America.  And  while  I  was 
enjoying  the  admiradon  and  respect  of  those  parts  of  the  worid  (ot 
the  character  of  the  United  States ;  while  I  was  obliged  to  hear 
some  remarks  which,  although  they  were  exaggerated,  did  not  se^fn 
to  me  quite  destitute  of  a  foundation,  I  heartily  addressed  my  prayers 
to  Hearen,  that  by  her  known  wisdcmi,  patriotism,  and  liberality  of 
principles,  as  well  as  firmness  of  conduct,  America  may  preserve  the 
consequence  she  has  so  well  acquired,  and  conUnue  to  command  the 
admiration  of  the  world. 

What  I  now  have  the  honor  to  write,  is  the  result  of  conversations 
with  the  principal  characters  in  the  countries  I  have  visited ;  and 
particularly  the  Austrian  and  Prussian  Ministers,  the  Emperor, 
Duke  of  Brunswick,  Prince  Henry,  a  man  equally  great  and  virtuous, 
the  Prince  Royal,  and  the  King  of  Prussia.  With  the  last  I  have 
often  dined  in  the  company  of  the  Duke  of  York,  second  soii  to  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  when  American  afiairs,  past  and  present,  were 
brought  on  the  carpet,  and  sometimes  in  a  manner  not  a  little 
embarrassing  for  an  English  prince.  My  stay  at  Vienna  was  short, 
but  I  had  a  very  long  conference  with  the  Emperor,  in  which  he 
spoke  much  of  the  American  trade,  and  I  found  he  had  imbibed 
British  prejudices.  The  next  day  Prince  de  Kaunitz  introduced  the 
same  subject  to  me,  and  expressed  some  astonishment  that  the 
United  States  did  not  make  advances  towards  the  Emperor.  I 
answered  advances  had  been  made  formerly,  and  more  than  were 
necessary  on  the  part  of  America,  whom  there  was  as  much  occasion 
to  court  as  for  her  to  seek  for  alliances.  But  that  my  attachment  to 
his  Imp^al  Majesty  made  me  wish  he  would  address,  on  that 
business,  the  Ministers  of  Congress,  now  at  Paris  and  London, 
through  the  medium  of  his  Ambassadors.  I  added,  that  the  best 
measure  to  be  taken  immediately,  was  to  open  the  Italian  ports  to 
American  fish.  But  I  do  not  think  the  United  States  will  ever  find 
a  very  extensive  commercial  benefit  in  her  treaties  with  that  Court. 

In  everything  that  concerns  France,  my  respected  friend,  Mr* 
Jefferson,  will  give  you  sufficient  information.  The  affair  of  Ameri- 
can commerce  wears  a  better  prospect  than  it  has  hitherto  done ;  so 
far,  at  least,  that  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  hear  what  we 
have  to  say  on  the  trade  between  this  Kmgdom  and  the  United 
States. 
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The  King  of  Prussia  is  very  unwell,  and  cannot  live  many  months. 
Ifis  nephew  is  an  honest,  firm,  military  man.  From  the  Emperor's 
temper,  a  war  could  be  feared ;  but  our  system  is  so  pacific,  and  it 
will  be  so  difficult  for  England  to  involve  us  in  a  quarrel  without 
acting  a  part,  which  she  has  no  interest  to  do,  that  I  do  not  think 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe  will  be  deranged.  Holland  is  checking 
Stadtholderian  influence,  but  no  further.  The  King  of  Naples  and 
his  Either  are  quarrelling  on  account  of  a  Minister's  leaning  to  the 
House  of  Bourbon,  and  being  devoted  to  other  Powers,  whom  the 
9(m  wants  to  keep.  I  had  lately  an  opportunity  to  know,  that  the 
last  revolt  in  Peru  has  cost  a  hundred  thousand  lives;  but  fit)m 
the  sam6  account  I  find  that  those  people  are  far  remote  fixnn  the 
ideas  which  lead  to  a  sensible  revolution. 

I  have  the  hcMior  to  be,  &c.,  LA  F^AYETTE. 


FROM  JOHN   JAT  TO  THE   MARQUIS    DE   LA  FATETTE. 

New  York»  June  16, 1786. 
Sir, 

During  your  absence  fiK)m  France,  I  omitted  being  so  regular  in 
my  correspondence  as  I  should  otherwise  have  been.  ^ 

I  have  been  honored  with  your  letters  of  the  18th  April  and  6tli 
September  in  the  last  year,  and  with  one  of  11th  February  last; 
they  were  all  communicated  to  Congress. 

The  account  of  your  German  excursion  is  concise  and  interesting ; 
the  sentiments  and  opinions  respecting  the  United  States  and  American 
affiurs,  which  you  found  there  prevailing,  appears  to  me  very  natural. 
Sucoessfiil  revolutions  and  victorious  arms  have  always  a  degree  of 
splendor  about  them  which  shines  at  a  great  distance,  and  excites 
admiration  whether  well  or  ill  founded.  Few  have  been  at  the  pains 
of  examining  and  understanding  the  merits  of  the  case  between 
Britain  and  us,  and  nine-tenths  of  that  few  have  taken  thebr  sides, 
less  firom  conviction  and  opinion  of  right  than  from  some  of  the  many 
other  more  ccHnmon  and  more  stimulating  motives  which  usually 
govern  the  declarations  and  conduct  of  the  mass  of  mankmd.  It  is 
equally  natural  that  reports  to  our  disadvantage,  composed  of  such 
proportions  of  truth  and  falsehood  as  might  render  them  probable  and 
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palatable^  should  be  genenJly  difiused  and  bdieved.  Tb^re  are  veiy 
few  States  and  very  few  Ministers  in  th^cn  who  think  it  oonYeueot  to 
magnify  America,  either  by  word  or  deed.  Politicians,  Hke  critics, 
are  often  more  disposed  to  censure  than  to  commend  the  woifcs  of 
others,  and  patriotic  manoeuvres,  pro  bono  pubUcOy  like  pious  frauds, 
pro  scdute  animarumy  were  never  uncommon.  As  there  is  and  always 
was  and  will  be  an  actual  though  involuntary  coalition  between  the 
men  of  too  much  art  and  the  men  of  too  little,  so  they  who,  ^ther 
officially  or  fixHn  choice,  fabricate  opinions  for  other  people's  use,  will 
always  find  many  to  receive  and  be  influenced  by  them.  Thus  enoa 
proceeding  fit)m  the  invention  of  designing  men  are  very  frequently 
adopted  and  cherished  by  others  who  mistake  them  for  truths.  It 
must  be  easy  for  the  maritime  nations  to  make  the  rest  of  Europe 
believe  almost  what  they  please  of  this  country  for  some  years  yet 
to  come ;  and  I  shall  be  much  mistaken  if  fame  should  soon  do  us 
justice,  especially  as  her  trumpet  is  ki  many  places  employed  and 
hired  for  other  purposes. 

Whence  it  happens  I  know  not,  but  so  the  fact  is  diat  I  have 
scarcely  met  with  six  foreigners  in  the  course  of  my  life  who  really 
understood  American  afi^urs.  The  cause  of  truth  will  probably  be 
little  indebted  to  their  memoirs  and  representations ;  and  when  I 
consider  what  mistakes  are  committed  by  writers  on  American 
subjects,  I  suspect  the  histories  of  oth^  countries  contam  but  very 
imperfect  accounts  of  th^n. 

I  can  easily  conceive  that  at  the  German  Courts  you  visited,  you 
have  done  us  service,  because  I  know  how  able,  as  well  as  how  willing, 
you  are  to  do  it.  I  wish  all  who  spedc  and  write  d*  us  were  equally 
well  infontied  and  well  disposed.  It  b  a  common  remaric  in  this 
country  that  wherever  you  go  you  do  us  good ;  for  my  part  I  give 
you  credit,  not  merely  for  domg  us  good,  but  also  for  doing  it 
uniformly,  constantly,  and  upon  system. 

Do  you  reeollect  your  letter  of  2d  March,  1783,  containing  what 
passed  between  you  and  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  respecting  our 
western  limits  ?  I  communicated  that  part  of  it  some  months  ago  to 
M.  Oardoqui,  in  opposition  to  his  pretensions  and  claims.  He  lately 
told  me  you  had  mistaken  the  Count,  for  that  he  never  meant  to 
convey  to  you  any  thing  like  a  dereliction  of  thos^  claims,  which,  by- 
the-by,  are  too  extensive  to  be  admitted.  In  a  word  they  do  not 
mean  to  be  restricted  to  the  limits  established  between  Britain  and 
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U8.    Why  should  people,  who  have  so  much  more  territory  than 
they  know  what  to  do  with,  be  so  solicitous  to  acquire  more  ? 

The  mcMieys  due  by  the  United  States  to  subjects  of  France  have 
given  occasion  to  applications  by  M.  de  Marfoois,  and  to  reports  on 
them  by  the  Board  of  Treasury,  which  are  now  under  the  consid- 
eration of  Congress*  You,  my  dear  sir,  are  not  unacquainted  with 
the  state  of  our  finances,  nor  with  the  difficulties  resulting  fiom  the 
ioefficiency  of  ourFedaral  Government.  Time  and  more  experience 
must  and  will  cure  these  evils ;  when  or  how  is  less  cmain,  and  can 
only  be  conjectured. 

I  had  the  honor  last  summer  of  writing  a  letter  to  the  Marchioness, 
io  answer  to  ooe  ^  was  so  obliging  as  to  favor  me  with.  Did  it 
ever  cmne  to  hand  ?  Mrs.  Jay  writes  to  her  by  this  conveyance. 
We  and  many  others  are  pleased  with  the  expectation  of  seeing  you 
both  here,  and  with  the  opportunity  we  shall  then  have  of  personally 
issoring  you  of  our  esteem  and  attachment* 

I  am,  dear  sir,  fcc,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  TH£   MABqUIS   DE   LA  FATETT£   TO   JOHN   JAT. 

Park,  October  36, 1786. 
Sir, 

Owmg  to  several  circumstances,  and  particulariy  to  a  journey  I 
iMive  made  through  some  garrison  towns,  your  favor  of  June  16th  has 
reached  me  very  lately.  That  there  should  remain  ^  least  doubt 
with  M.  Gardoqui,  respecting  the  adoption  of  the  English  limits,  is  a 
matter  of  amazement  to  me.  The  original  letter  having  been  sent, 
I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  with  a  few  observations.  I  think  its 
presentation  to  M.  Gardoqui  will  the  better  conidnce  him,  as  he 
knows  Count  de  Florida  Blanca's  respect  for  his  own  word  of  honor. 
And  may  I  be  allowed  to  add  that  the  more  this  letter  is  known,  the 
better  it  will  impress  the  public  with  ideas  favorable  to  the  Spaniards ; 
and  the  Spaniards  with  a  sense  of  engagements  which  men  of  honor 
cannot  trifle  with. 

As  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  you  know  better  than  I 
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what  are  the  strong  prejudices  of  that  Court  against  it.  But  we  both 
know  equally  well  that  in  a  little  time  we  must  have  the  navigation 
one  way  or  other,  which  I  hope  Spain  may  at  last  understand. 

It  has  been  said  in  some  newspapers  that  the  Floridas  should  be 
given  up  to  France.  But  nothing  has  com«  to  our  knowledge  which 
gives  the  least  ground  for  an  idea  of  that  kind.  As  Mr.  Jej&rson 
sends  you  a  letter  relative  to  commerce,  which  improves  the  condition 
of  the  treaty  with  England,  whereby  she  has  no  claims  on  the  &vors 
enjoyed  by  the  United  States,  although  she  is  to  be  treated  like  the 
other  most  favored  nations,  and  as  M.  Dumas  is  writbg  on  Dutch 
afiairs,  I  will  only  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  appointment  of 
the  convention  has  had  already  a  good  effect  in  Europe,  and  that 
great  benefit  will  be  derived  on  thb  side  o(  the  water  also  firom  the 
conmfercial  and  Federal  measures,  which  it  is  my  happiness  to  hear 
are  now  under  consideration. 

Although  there  may  be  a  diversity  of  opinions,  whether  a  peace 
must  be  purchased  at  any  rate  from  the  Barbary  Pow^:s,  or  a  war 
must  be  carried  on  against  them  until  they  come  to  proper  terms, 
there  can  in  no  mind  be  any  doubt  about  the  advantages  of  a  third 
measure,  which  is  a  confederacy  of  six  or  seven  powers,  each  of  them 
giving  a  small  quota,  and  the  reunion  of  which  would  ensure  a 
constant  and  sufficient  number  of  cruisers  agamst  those  pirates,  and 
after  they  are  brought  to  terms,  would  guard  against  the  breaking  of 
a  peace  which  the  Powers  would  mutually  guaranty  to  each  other. 
Portugal,  Tuscany,  Naples,  Venice,  and  Genoa,  are  now  at  war  with 
those  regencies.  I  would  like  at  the  same  time  to  have  the  armament 
so  managed  as  to  use  American  flour,  fish,  and  naval  stores.  This 
plan  is  not  as  yet  v^  well  digested  in  my  head,  but  I  beg  leave  to 
submit  to  Congress  the  propriety  of  empowering  their  Ministers  to 
stipulate  for  such  an  arrangements 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 

P.  S.  In  case  Congress  have  no  particular  orders  for  me,  (if  they 
had  I  should  be  most  happy  to  wait  on  them,  either  as  a  soldier  in 
their  armies,  or  m  any  other  manner,)  I  may,  perhaps,  accept  the 
invitation  of  the  Empress  of  Russia,  to  be  presented  to  her  next 
spring  in  her  new  dominions  of  the  Crimea,  which  excite  my 
curiosity.  Should  any  thing  turn  out  that  may  employ  me  as  a 
servant  of  the  United  States,  I  hope  they  know  my  zeal. 
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FBOK  JOBS  JAY  TO  THE  lUBqUIS  DE  LA  FATK1TE. 

New  York,  Febroiry  16, 1787. 
Sir, 

Congress  bcong  again  conrened,  I  have  communicated  to  them 
the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  28th  October  last. 
The  paper  it  enclosed  had  been  laid  before  M*  Gardoqui,  and  made 
known  to  his  Court ;  but  it  seems  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  does 
not  consider  it  in  the  same  point  of  light  that  we  do,  viz:  as  a 
conclusive  approbation  of,  and  consent  to,  the  limits  fixed  by  our 
treaty  with  Britain.  On  the  contrary,  he  extends  the  claims  of 
Spam  higher  up  the  river.  That  and  the  navigation  of  the  river 
present  serious  points  of  opposition  between  us.  I  think  with  you 
that  Spain  deviates  from  Ae  line  of  true  policy  respectmg  those 
olijects ;  but  in  this,  as  in  other  cases,  it  is  often  more  easy  to  perceive 
enors  than  to  correct  them* 

You  have  heard  long  before  this  that  the  convention  you  allude  to 
miscarried.  Another  is  now  in  contemplaticm,  and  some  of  the 
States  have  delegated  distinguished  characters  to  represent  them  at 
it  Whether  aU  or  how  many  of  the  States  will  adopt  that  measure 
is  uncertain,  the  people  being  divided  in  sentiment  respectmg  the 
expediency  of  it. 

Our  finraitiers  yet  eajoj  peace,  but  whether  owing  to  the  season  of 
the  year,  or  to  the  pacific  disposition  of  the  Indians,  is  problematical. 

The  insurrection  in  Massachusetts  appears  to  be  suppressed ;  but 
time  only  can  discover  whether  that  suppression  is  radical  or 
temporary.  The  public  papers,  herewith  enclosed,  will  give  you 
the  detaib. 

What  plan  or  system  Congress  will  adopt  relative  to  the  hostile 
Baibary  States  is  not  yet  decided.  The  one  you  suggest  has 
advantages.  The  great  question,  I  think,  is  whether  we  shall  wage 
war  or  pay  tribute  ?  I,  for  my  part,  prefer  war,  and  consequently 
tm  ready  for  every  proper  plan  of  uniting  and  multipljring  their 
enemies. 

Mrs.  Jay  joins  with  me  in  requestmg  the  iavor  of  you  to  present 
our  compliments  and  best  wishes  to  the  Marchioness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 
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FBOIC  TBS  lUB^VIS   DS  Uk  FlISTTB  TO  JOHBT  JAT* 

Puis,  February  7, 1787. 

This  letter  goes  in  the  first  packet  bota  Havre,  a  change  adyan- 
tageoos  both  to  passengers  and  correspondents,  and  tfaroagh  die  bands 
of  Colonel  Franks,  whose  good  conduct  at  Morooco  has  entitled 
him  to  a  share  of  that  respect  which  has  been  deservedly  paid  to  the 
American  Embassy.  Mr*  Barclay's  refiisal  of  the  presents  has  been 
a  matter  of  wonder  to  every  AfiScan,  and  I  dare  say  to  som^ 
Europeans,  whose  accounts  do  fidl  justice  to  him« 

To  Mr.  Jefibrson's  despatches  I  refer  fat  useful  intelligence.  'Hie 
affitirs  of  Holland  do  not  make  a  progress  towards  conciliation.  It 
seems  that  die  King  of  Prussift  will  not  find  himself  the  better  for 
counteractmg,  in  many  points,  the  line  of  conduct  of  his  deceased 
uncle.  A  treaty  of  commerce  is  signed  between  France  and  Russia* 
The  Empress  has  set  out  on  her  journey  towards  the  Crimea*  Sks 
had  permitted  my  waitmg  on  her ;  but  I  am  detamed  by  the  assembly 
of  Notables,  an  event  not  very  common,  neither  expected,  which  doos 
honor  to  the  King  and  his  Ministry,  and  will,  I  trust,  be  productive 
of  pubUe  good. 

I  have  had  die  honor  to  send  copies  of  my  dd  correspondence 
with  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca.  The  enclosed  one  will  supply 
any  accident  that  may  have  befiillen  the  odiers.  We  are  tdd  that 
the  unhappy  distuibances  in  New  Ekig^d  have  subsided.  To  us 
they  do  not  appear  so  dangerous  as  to  Europeans ;  but  sufficiendy 
so  to  give  us  a  great  deal  of  concern.  May  all  Americans  know  the 
blessings  of  their  own  constitutions,  and  fixxn  comparison  judge, 
that  if  they  are  to  correct,  it  would  be  madness  in  them  to  destroy. 

I  hope  the  convention  at  Philadelphia  will  answer  the  essential 
and  urgent  purposes  of  the  Confederation,  commerce,  «nd  the 
establishment  of  a  uniform  and  republican  militia.  Each  Stale  has 
within  itself  the  means  fully  sufficient  to  set  right  the  opmions  ot  iws* 
taken  citizens,  and  those  means  seem  to  me  jurincipally  founded  cm  the 
good  sense,  knowledge,  and  patriotic  liberality  of  the  people.  Every 
wrong  measure  of  theirs  would  hurt,  not  only  the  consequence  of  the 
United  States ;  but  also  the  cause  of  liberty  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

With  the  most  sincere  regard  and  attachment,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 
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raOM  TBfe  KARqtTlS  Dl   LA  VATfirnfi  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris*  May  30»  178t. 
Sir, 

Had  I  been  sooner  acquainted  with  Mr.  Forrest's  departure  1 
would  have  given  you  more  particular  accounts  of  the  latter  part  of 
our  session,  but  have  only  time  to  enclose  the  speeches  that  were 
made  by  the  heads  of  the  several  departments.  Not  that  such 
etiquette  speeches  are  in  any  way  mterestmg  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Adantic,  but  because  you  will  in  the  same  book  find  that  of  the 
Archbishop  of  Toulouse,  wherem  he  gives  the  King's  answer  to  the 
several  demands  of  the  Bureau.  You  will  see  that  if  the  madness 
and  corruption  of  the  late  Administration  have  laid  us  under  a 
necessity  to  acknowledge  that,  after  all  other  means  would  be 
exhausted,  taxes  must  be  employed  to  fill  up  the  vacancy,  yet  we 
have  gained  not  a  little  by  the  convocation  of  the  Assembly.  A 
more  equal  repartition  of  taxes,  mcluding  the  clergy,  who  hitherto 
had  escaped  them,  and  the  powerful  ones  among  the  noblesse,  who 
were  not  very  exact ;  Provincial  Assemblies  on  an  elective  principle, 
which,  by-the-by,  are  big  with  happy,  very  happy  consequences, 
that  will  come  to  light  as  we  go  on ;  economy  to  the  amount  of  forty 
millions,  at  least;  the  destruction  of  interior  custom-houses;  a 
modification  of  the  Gabelle;^  an  annual  publication  of  the  account 
of  the  finances ;  the  printing  of  aU  pensions,  gifts,  &c. ;  more  proper 
arrangements  within  some  departments ;  and  a  more  general  mstruc- 
tion,  habit  of  thinking  on  public  afiairs,  &c.,  &c.,  are  the  good 
effects  of  this  assembly,  which,  although  it  was  not  national  since 
we  were  not  representatives,  behaved  with  great  propriety  and 
patriotism. 

On  the  last  day  of  our  session  I  had  the  happiness  to  carry  two 
motions  in  my  Bureau,  which  were,  I  may  almost  say,  unanimously 
agreed  to :  the  one  in  favor  of  the  Protestant  citizens  of  France,  the 
other  for  an  examination  of  the  laws,  particularly  the  criminal  ones. 
Enclosed  is  the  resolve  firamed  by  the  Bureau,  which  Count  D^  Artois, 
our  President,  presented  to  the  King,  and  was  graciously  received. 
I  was  the  more  pleased  with  it,  as  some  step  of  the  kind  with  respect 
to  the  Protestants,  which  had  been  tried  in  the  Parliammit  of  Paris, 
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had  not  the  proper  success.  So  fiur  are  we  from  religious  freedom, 
that  even  in  asldng  for  tolerance  we  must  measure  our  expressicms. 
I  was  more  liberally  supported  by  a  learned  and  virtuous  prelate,  the 
Bishop  of  Langres,  who  spoke  admirably  on  the  religious  motion  I 
had  introduced.  You  will  see  that  the  Bureau  clogged  it  with 
many  compliments  to  the  Roman  creed  to  appease  the  priests  and 
devotees. 

I  cannot  express  to  you,  my  dear  sir,  what  my  feelings  have  been 
whenever  the  unpaid  interest  of  the  American  debt  has  been  spdc^i 
of  in  the  examination  of  the  accounts.  May  the  convention  be  the 
happy  epocha  of  Federal,  energetic,  patriotic  measures !  May  the 
friends  of  America  rejoice !  May  her  enemies  be  humbled,  and  her 
censors  silenced  at  the  news  of  her  noble  exertions  m  the  contmuance 
of  those  principles  which  have  placed  her  so  high  in  the  annals  of 
history  and  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

The  Archbishop  of  Toulouse  is  the  ablest  and  one  of  the  most 
honest  men  that  could  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  Administration.  He 
will  be  the  prime  influencer  m  everythmg,  and  we  may  depend  upon 
him  as  a  man  equally  enlightened  and  liberal. 

I  beg  you  will  present  my  respectful  compliments,  and  those  of 
Madame  de  la  Fayette  to  Mrs.  Jay.  Remember  me  to  General 
Knox,  Colonel  JHamilton,  Colonel  Wadsworth,  the  Chancellor,  Mr. 
Madison,  Doctor  Cochran,  the  Governor;  in  a  word,  to  aU  friends. 

Please  send  the  enclosed  printed  speeches  and  copied  resolves 
of  the  Bureau  to  Mr.  Otto,  who  must  be  very  desirous  of  getting 
them. 

Most  respectfuUy  and  afl^tionately  yours, 

LA  FAYETTE. 


VROlf  THE  MARqmS  DB   LA  FATETTE  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  October  15, 1787. 
Sir, 
The  present  state  of  politics  having  been  laid  before  Congress,  I 
shall  the  less  intrude  on  their  time  with  repetitions,  as  the  late  trans- 
actions in  Holland  have  nothing  pleasing  to  dwell  upon.  That  the 
republican  party  have  l>een  disunited  in  many  respects,  and  blinded 
in  the  choice  of  a  General,  that  our  Cabinet  have  been  treacherously 
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deceived,  are  true  but  insufficient  apologies.  The  Ottomans,  roused 
by  England,  will  probably  pay  for  their  folly  with  one  half  of  their 
Empire.  It  now  lies  with  England  whether  a  maritime  war  is  to 
break  out,  which  must  involve  the  contment,  and  connect  France 
with  the  two  Imperial  Courts.  France  is  sincere  m  her  politics  and 
moderate  in  her  pretensions,  as  it  is  the  ardent  wish  of  the  King, 
Ministers,  and  nation  to  devote  themselves  to  internal  improvements. 
But  the  affiurs  of  Holland,  those  in  the  East,  the  giddiness  of  the 
King  of  Prussia's  head,  and  British  rancor  for  the  assistance  given 
to  America,  are  causes  of  war,  which,  notwithstanding  the  disposition 
of  the  Ministry,  may,  probably,  be  blown  up  in  Great  Britain. 

It  is  natural  for  a  citizen  and  servant  of  the  United  States  to 
consider  what  efkci  a  maritime  war  would  have  upon  them ;  and  I 
am  happy  to  find  m  their  indulgence  and  long-experienced  confidence 
every  encouragement  to  offer  my  opinion. 

A  cooperation  against  a  proud  and  rancorous  enemy  would  equally 
please  my  politics  as  a  Frenchman,  my  feelings  as  an  American,  and 
my  views  as  an  individual.  I  was  nine  years  ago  honored  by  the 
choice  of  Congress  to  command  an  army  into  Canada,  and  never 
have  I  ceased  to  enjoy  the  prospect  of  its  enfiranchisement.  A 
successfiil  war,  too,  might  divide  the  fisheries  between  France  and 
America.  But  are  not  the  United  States  so  circumstanced  for  the 
present  as  to  render  a  war  too  expensive  for  them,  and  too  dangerous 
to  their  commerce  ? 

Convinced,  as  I  am,  that  it  b  tb6  case,  I  thmk  myself  bound  in 
duty  and  love  (or  them  not  to  indulge  my  ambition  fiirther  than  a 
neutrality  usefiil  to  them  and  favorable  to  their  allies.  Every 
American  harbor  will  offer  a  shelter  for  the  French  ships,  a  maricet 
fi>r  their  prizes,  and  all  the  conveniences  of  repair  and  victualling ; 
all  which  being  consistent  with  treaties,  gives  no  ^und  of  complaint. 
Although  the  trade  is  going  on  between  ILngland  and  America,  it 
does  not  hinder  the  French  colonies  irom  being  supplied  with  all 
their  wants.  Privateering  itself,  if  under  French  colors,  does  no 
harm ;  and  so  may  the  United  States  enrich  themselves  with  a  free 
trade  with  both  nations  at  the  same  time  that  they  maintain  their 
own  tranquillity  and  help  their  allies.  And  should  they  be  forced 
mto  a  war,  I  would  wish  at  least  it  might  be  delayed  as  long  as 
possible,  and  postponed,  for  obvious  reasons,  to  the  last  campaign. 

It  is  to  be  confessed  that  France  might  lay  some  claims  on  more 
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decisive  measures,  but  sensible  as  sbe  b  ef  the  uoavoidable  situatioii 
of  affiurs  in  Americai  I  bave  reasons  to  believe  she  would  not  hurry 
her  into  a  war,  and  will  be  satisfied  with  such  a  fnendly,  bdpbg 
neutrality. 

But  I  consider  the  present  time  as  a  proper  one  to  obt^  the 
restoration  of  the  forts,  and  periiaps  the  navigatkm  of  the  Mississippi, 
two  points  which  I  confess  I  could  never  sutunit  to  the  idea  of  giving 
up.  The  one  is  ours'*^  by  the  laws  of  nations,  the  other  by  the  laws 
of  nature ;  and  may  I  be  permitted  tp  add  that  ritber  concession 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  chan^ter  o£  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Je&raon  gives  an  account  of  the  measure  taken,  respecting 
the  conuneroe  between  this  Kingdom  and  America.  I  wish  that 
affidr  had  been  terminaled  in  time  for  the  departure  of  Count  de 
Moustier,  a  gentleman  whose  personal  characterwSl,  I  trust,  des^ve 
the  confidence  and  approbation  of  Congress. 

We  are  «uuuously  waiting  ibr  the  result  of  the  convention  at 
Philadelphia,  as  an  event  which,  being  engrafted  in  the  present 
dispositions  of  the  people,  will  probably  udd  a  lustre  and  a  pipp^ 
wei^t  to  the  aSairs  of  America  in  Europe ;  and  while  it  ensured 
internal  happiness  and  jvtisperi^  will  baffle  the  insidious  wishes,  and 
annihilate  the  absurd  reports  of  ber  enemies. 

The  next  month  is  the  appointed  time  fiu-  the  session  of  aU 
Provincial  assemblies,  an  establishment  which  will  be  productive  ot 
the  best  consequences. 

The  libertylhave  taken  in  expressing  my  opinion  on  i^  event  not 
certam,  but  not  improbable,  cannot  be  referred»  I  vn  sure,  to  any 
principles  of  vanity  or  self-sufficiency ;  but  to  the  gratitude  so  well 
grounded,  and  the  zeal  which  shall  «ver  rank  me  among  the  most 
devoted  servants  of  the  United  States. 

With  every  sentiment,  &c.,  LA  FAYETTE. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THK  lUnq^IS  OB   LA  JAnBTTB. 

Nnr  York,  Afrfl  as.  ITW. 
Sir,  ^ 

Since  kst  &1I  I  bave  eojoyed  so  little  health  that  it  has  not  been  in 
my  power  to  be  so  puncuial  in  my  correspcnidence  ^  I  wished.    I 
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baye  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  and  communicating  to  Congress 
your  &yor  of  the  15th  October  last.  The  apprehensicuis  you  th^ 
eotortained  have  been  removed  by  the  subsequ«[it  arrangements 
between  France  and  Britdn.  For  my  part  I  wish  they  may 
continue  at  peace,  as  well  because  war  always  brings  distress  upon 
great  numbers  as  because  the  present  state  of  our  afiairs  b  not 
accommodated  to  the  circumstances  and  consequences  which  such  a 
war  would  produce. 

You  have  doubtless  seen  the  plan  of  Government  recommended  by 
ibe  late  convention  at  Philadelphia.  Six  States  have  adopted  itt 
What  the  others  will  do  is  not  certdn.  It  b  the  subject  of  animated 
discussi^His  am(Mig  the  people.  In  thb  State  the  opposition  b  consid- 
erable.   A  few  months  more  will  decide  that  great  question. 

Tlie  late  commercial  regulations  of  France,  relative  to  thb  country, 
are  certunly  very  acceptable ;  but  my  private  opinion  b  that  much 
more  b  yet  to  be  done  before  the  interests  of  France  and  America 
will  be  properly  provided  for.  I  fear  the  prejudices  and  partial  views 
of  your  people  will  restrun  the  Court  from  going  all  the  lengths 
which  true  policy  seems  to  dictate ;  nor  can  I  answer  for  opinions  on 
this  side  of  the  water.  I  will  tell  you  very  candidly  what  I  think 
on  the  subject.  It  b  thb:  that  your  people  should  have  all  the 
commercial  privileges  of  American  citizens,  and  our  people  all  the 
conmiercial  privileges  of  French  subjects.  I  have  not  at  present 
health  or  leisure  to  explain  the  reasons  on  which  thb  opinion  rests ; 
nor  b  it  necessary,  for  I  am  persuaded  that  few  of  them  will  escape 
your  observation. 

Mr.  Jefierson's  letters  mention  your  constant  attention  and  attach- 
ment to  the  interests  of  thb  co^try,  and  how  much  he  and  we  are 
indebted  to  your  fri^dly  aid  and  exertions. 

With  veiy  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

JOHN  JAY. 
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jhqk  jMoax  mnmts  to  vmmus  Bjouaua. 

OOee  of  Fiwioe,  Dtcmber  5. 178SI 
Sir, 
Oo  the  28th  Maj  last  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
nsolved  that  a  commissioner  be  appointed  to  liquidate  and  finally 
settle  the  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the  United  Sutes  who  have 
been  entrusted  with  the  expendkuxe  of  public  mon^s  in  Europe. 
On  the  S9th  of  July  last  it  was  resolved  that  the  t^ohitioo  of  the 
88th  May  be  considered ;  and  on  motion  it  was  ordered  that  the 
•aid  roBoltttion  be  commitled.  On  the  18lh  of  November  haty  on 
the  report  ^  a  committee  to  whom,  upon  a  reconsideration,  the 
Motion  of  the  S8th  May  kst  was  referred,  it  was  resolved  that 
t  commissioner  be  appointed  by  Congrass,  with  fiill  power  and 
authority  to  liquidate,  and  finally  to  settle,  the  acoounts  of  all  the 
soTfants  of  the  United  Stales  in  Europe,  and  to  eoma»enoe  and 
puBwate  sMcb  suits^  causes,  a«d  actions  as  may  be  neeessaiy  fiv 
(bit  purpose^  or  fi>r  the  reeovery  of  any  proper^  of  the  said  Unilad 
Stales  in  the  hands  of  any  person  or  persons  whatever.  Thai 
the  Slid  wwminHoner  be  authcnriaed  to  appoint  one  or  two  cledcs, 
with  such  dUowance  as  be  may  thidc  reasonable;  and  that  the 
laid  commjasioner  and  clerks,  rei^pectively,  uke  an  oath  beibre 
wm»  fenfoa  dialy  authorised  to  adounister  an  oath,  fiutUully  to 
f9oonst0  iftie  tiual  jpeposed  in  them  veapedivdy.    On  the  seme  dny 
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you  were  elected  the  comnussioQer  it  was  resolved  that  Congress 
would  hereafter  make  adequate  provision  for  the  sidd  comraissionery 
according  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  services  which  he  shall 
perform.  And  on  the  30th  of  November  last  it  was  resolved  that 
the  Superintendent  of  Finance  be  directed  to  mstruct  the  commis- 
sicNier  for  settling  the  public  accounts  in  Europe  to  take  proper 
measures  for  adjusting^  without  delay,  the  accounts  of  M*  de  Beau^ 
marchab,  or  Roderique  Himales  and  company,  and  to  repcut  such 
settlement  to  Congress,  that  order  may  be  taken  far  the  payment  of 
the  balance,  if  any  shall  be  justly  due ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time 
no  farther  remittances  or  payments  be  made  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais, 
or  Roderique  Hortales  and  c<»npany,  by  virtue  of  any  former  reso- 
lutbns  of  Congress. 

Enclosed  herein  you  will  find  a  commission  authorizmg  you  to  aet 
in  this  business,  and  I  shall  now  endeavor  to  give  you  such  explana- 
tions  and  directions  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of 
it,  consbtently  with  the  views  and  intentions  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress.  You  will  undoubtedly  remark  that  no  sum  is  fixed  upon 
as  the  compensation  for  this  duty,  the  reason  of  which  b  apparent, 
namely:  that,  until  the  completicm  of  it,  aeith^  the  nature  nor 
extent  can  perfectly  be  known.  Thb  might,  perhaps,  have  induced 
a  monthly  or  annual  stipend  to  any  other  commb^oner;  but  as  your 
oth^  duties  may,  and  probably  will,  occupy  a  part  of  your  time  and 
attention,  which  must,  nevertheless,  be  mdetermmate,  so  it  follows 
that  no  points  could  properly  be  assumed  by  which  the  reasonable 
extent  of  such  a  stipend  could  be  known.  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  it  b  the  mtention  of  Congress  to  make  a  generous 
allowance  for  the  performance  of  thb  service,  and  I  am  persuaded 
that,  by  attention,  assiduity,  and  the  faithful  exertion  (^  your  talents 
and  abilities,  you  will  merit  their  regard. 

The  appointment  of  your  clerks,  as  well  as  the  asc^rtaimng  th^ 
number  and  reward,  are  left  to  your  discretion.  You  will,  on  this 
occasion,  consult  the  principles  of  true  economy,  vdiich  dictate  the 
employing  as  many  persons  as  are  capable  of  performing  the  service, 
and  no  more ;  the  taking  care  that  those  employed  are  capable  of 
performmg  the  bunness  committed  to  them;  and  the  obtainmg  such 
a  number  of  such  persons  on  the  cheapest  terms  for  which  they  can 
be  procured.  But  the  worst  economy  m  the  world  b  to  employ 
improper  men.    Tliat  you  may  be  ^dabled  to.  form  a  judgment  of 
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the  talents  necessary  to  a  clerk,  you  will  observe  that  Congress,  in 
thair  ordinance  of  the  11th  of  September,  1781,  for  regulatmg  die 
Treasury  and  adjusting  the  public  accounts,  ordained  and  declared 
that  the  cleiks,  the  number  of  whom  should  be  regulated  by  the 
Superintendent  of  Finance,  should  be  appointed  by  the  Comptroller. 
That  it  should  be  their  duty,  respectively,  to  examine  all  accounts 
which  should  be  committed  to  diem  by  the  Comptroller,  to  correct 
all  errors,  and  note  in  writing  what  may  appear  exceptionable,  either 
as  to  the  propriety  of  the  charges  or  the  validity  of  the  vouchers, 
and  transmit  the  accounts,  with  his  remarfcs,  to  the  Auditor.  And 
that  the  party,  for  himself,  and  the  clerk,  on  behalf  of  the  public, 
should  be  beard  before  the  Auditor.  From  the  nature  of  the  com- 
mission entrusted  to  you,  it  follows  that  you  must  both  commit  the 
account  to  the  clerk  and  afterwards  audit  it,  as  well  as  finally 
determine  on  and  adjust  it,  which  last  is  done  here  by  the  Comp- 
troller, except  in  cases  where  the  appointment  of  a  commissioner 
has  been  necessary,  with  authority  similar  to  yours.  It  is  to  be 
apprehended  that  the  accounts  will,  in  many  instances,  be  exhibited 
to  you  informally,  and  as  it  is  not  only  useful  in  the  first  settling  of 
complicated  accounts,  to  adhere  to  settled  forms,  but  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  clear  and  easy  understandmg  of  them  after  they  are 
settled,  so  it  will  firequently  become  necessary  to  have  the  accounts 
restated,  and  all  the  vouchers  to  them  numbered  by  your  clerks. 
And  although  your  own  care  and  attention  will  always  be  requisite 
to  detect  and  discover  errors  and  frauds,  yet  so  much  will  depend  on 
the  accuracy  and  abilities  of  the  clerks  in  these  investigations,  that 
I  cannot  too  strongly  recommend  to  your  attention  the  choice  of 
able  accountants  for  that  purpose. 

With  respect  to  the  accounts  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  much  has 
be^  said,  and  theref(»re  I  might  dispense,  perhaps,  with  saying 
anything,  but  as  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  whatever  may  be  the 
diaracter  of  the  persons  c'oncemed,  either  (or  abilities  or  integrity, 
the  business  which  has  passed  through  their  hands  has  not  been  well 
done.  I  must  desire  that  these  accounts  undei^  your  strictest 
scrutiny.  You  will  probably  find  some  other  large  accounts  which 
merit  a  like  attention.  In  every  such  case,  the  observations  made 
here  wiU  be  equally  applicable.  You  are  too  well  acquainted  with 
mercantile  business  not  to  know  when,  and  how,  and  what  commis- 
sicms  are  chargeable  on  a  transaction.    I  believe  that  knowledge  and 
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informatioii  on  this  subject  will  be  found  vtrf  necessity*  They 
will  be  indispensable,  should  it  be  attempted  to  charge  several  com- 
missions on  die  same  thing,  wh^er  it  be  done  openly  as  such,  or 
coTerdjr,  as  brokerage,  factorage,  and  the  like ;  or  s^l  more  coverdy, 
by  an  increase  of  the  original  pricei  Hence,  therefore,  it  will  be 
fi)und  necessary  to  consider  the  original  prices ;  and  it  is  much  to  be 
lamented  that  samples  of  the  articles  cannot  be  laid  beibre  you, 
because  many  have  been  received,  of  a  quality  not  only  base,  but 
despicable.  It  is  not  possible,  at  this  distance  of  time  and  place,  to 
ascertain  by  whom  such  articles  were  purchased,  and,  bdeed,  many 
of  those  which  have  been  shipped  have  never  arrived.  Under  such 
circumstances,  it  becomes  your  duty  to  require  proof  of  the  quality 
of  such  articles  as  appear  charged  to  the  United  States ;  and  the 
idea  will  naturally  suggest  itself,  that  the  character  of  the  party 
making  the  charge  will  influence  the  necessity  of  such  proof,  just  as 
the  validity  of  the  proof  itself  will  be  influenced  by  the  character  of 
the  wimesses.  Had  these  transactions  been  merely  confined  to  tiie 
purchase  and  delivery  of  goods,  they  might,  perhaps,  easily  have 
been  investigated ;  but  they  extend  themselves  to  many  oth^  things,  - 
among  which  b  the  transportation  and  expenses  incident  to  it. 
Under  this  head,  two  objects  present  themselves  immediately  to 
view:  First,  whether  due  care  was  taken  in  the  modes  of  trans- 
portation adopted ;  and,  secondly,  whether  the  expense  has  beoi 
reasonaUe  or  exorbitant.  With  respect  to  the  latter,  it  will  certamly 
be  your  duty  to  correct  improper  or  exorbitant  charges ;  but  in  the 
former  case  your  conduct  must  be  directed  by  circumstances  in  their 
nature  so  various  as  to  admit  of  no  prescribed  rule,  and,  therefore,  I 
can  only  recommend  it  to  you  to  consult  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  as  far  as  the  principles  of  justice  will  permit.  I  know  it  is 
uimecessaiy  to  tell  you  that  the  delivery  of  goods  purchased  and 
transported  should  be  shewn  before  the  charges  are  admitted ;  but  I 
must  desire  that  the  evidence  on  this  subject  may  be  so  clear  and 
plain  as  to  enable  us  to  call  the  receivers  of  them  to  account.  Cases 
will  doubtless  occur  of  loss  by  the  accidents  of  the  sea  and  by 
enemies;  these  also  should  be  cleariy  proved,  and  the  causes,  as 
much  as  possible,  investigated. 

Your  commission  will  entitle  you  to  aid  and  protection  in  the 
execution  of  the  duties  committed  to  you ;  and  you  will  make  the 
nec^sary  apjAcatiQDStittbaiavtge^  to  the  proper  p«n(ms,  wheo- 
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ever  ciicunupttneeB  shvll  reqoAi  A  primary  object  will  be^  to 
&eo?er  -what  senia  have  at  anf  time  or  tanes  been  paid  to  the  use 
of  the  United  States.  These  can,  I  suppose,  be  discovered,  and  the 
names  of  the  penons  to  whom  they  have  been  paid ;  dthough  it  is 
possible  that  in  ceitain  cases  the  perscms  by  whom  they  have  been 
paid  will  not  be  known  to  you.  The  first  account  you  form  will  be 
a  general  one,  under  the  title  of  loans  and  subsidies  obtained  in 
Europe,  on  account  of  the  United  States.  The  debit  of  this  account 
you  may  leave  in  blaidc ;  but  the  credit  side  will  consist  of  the  sums 
paid  to  the  use  of  the  United  States,,  and  the  persons  to  whom  they 
were  pakl.  Every  of  these  persons  will  of  course  be  debited  in 
particular  accounts  for  the  respective  sums  so  credited.  These 
sums,  then,  they  are  to  account  for,  and  where  they  have  paid  them 
over  to  others,  such  payments  are  again  to  be  accounted  for,  until 
diey  are  traced  to  a  final  appropriation,  which  will  be  of  articles 
purchased  fcnr,  or  ser^ces  rendered  to,  the  United  States.  In  the 
course  of  this  mvestigation,  however,  it  may  happen,  that  in  some 
case  of  payment  by  one  to  another,  the  receiver  shall  not  account 
properly,  on  which  the  question  will  arise,  how  far*  the  payment  is 
to  operate  a  discharge  to  the  party  by  whom  it  was  made.  Thb 
question  admits  of  so  many  modifications,  according  to  the  varieties 
of  possible  circumstances,  that  no  provision  can  be  made  which  will 
be  applicable  to  all.  I  have,  therefore,  thought  it  best  to  enclose, 
tot  your  perusal,  the  instructions  on  this  subject  to  the  commissioners 
appointed  for  settling  the  old  accounts  of  the  civil  departments. 
Fou  will  govern  yourself  by  the  spirit  of  these  instructions,  according 
tD  circumstances  as  they  arise. 

I  have  ahready  observed  diat  the  final  appropriation  of  moneys 
must  be  Graced  to  articles  purchased  and  services  rendered ;  but  such 
a  general  distinction  would  not  be  sufficiently  clear  m  the  stating  of 
accounts.  You  will  place  this  final  appropriation,  therefore,  under 
one  or  other  of  these  following  general  heads : 

1st.  Salaries  and  expenses  of  public  Ministers,  Commissioners, 
and  Agents.  In  this  account  you  will  charge  all  moneys  advanced 
to  any  public  servants  of  the  United  States  in  Europe,  on  account  of 
their  salaries  or  expenses. 

2d.  Clothier  General^s  Departm^t.  In  this  account  you  will 
charge  every  article  of  clothing  which  may  have  been  purchased.    " 

3d.  Conmiissary  of  Military  Stores  Department.  In  this  account 
you  will  charge  aU  arms,  ammunition^  and  the  like. 
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4th.  Quartermaster  General's  DepartmraL  Id  tbb  70a  will 
charge  tents,  sheet-tin  for  camp^ettles^  and  oihA  article  properly 
belongmg  to  that  department. 

5th.  Marine  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge  all  moneys 
expended  in  building  or  buying  ships  of  war,  and  fittmg  them  out, 
with  the  incidental  charges;  also  naval  stores  purchased  for  the 
United  States,  and  the  like. 

6th.  Hospital  Department.  In  this  you  will  charge  all  instru- 
ments, medicines,  &c.,  &c.,  appertaining  to  that  department. 

7th.  Merchandize  General.  In  this  you  will  charge  such  articles 
of  stores  as  do  not  fall  within  the  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and 
sixth  heads,  if  any  such  there  be ;  and  also  any  articles  which  you 
shall  be  doubtful  as  to  die  account  they  ought  to  be  carried  to. 

8th.  Transport  Service.  In  this  you  will  charge  the  purchase, 
freight,  hire,  insurance,  and  the  like,  of  ships  or  vessels,  for  the 
purpose  of  bringing  any  articles  to  America. 

9th.  Contingent  Service.  In  this  you  will  charge  the  expense  of 
land  transportations,  expresses,  storage,  wharfage,  and  other  like 
articles ;  also,  all*those  thmgs  which  do  not  fall  properly  under  some 
other  general  head. 

10th.  Prisoners  and  Americans  m  Europe.  In  this  you  will 
charge  all  moneys  paid  for  or  to  American  prisoners,  or  other  Ameri- 
cans, taking  care  so  to  designate  and  specify  these  charges  and  the 
parties,  that  those  who  are  able  may  be  called  aa  for  repayment. 
The  names  and  usual  places  of  abode  will,  as  far  as  they  are  attain- 
able, be  of  importance. 

1 1th.  Foreign  Officers.  In  this  you  wiU  charge  all  sums  advanced 
or  paid  to  foreign  officers  coming  to  or  returning  firom  America. 

12th.  Interest  of  Debts.  In  this  you  will  charge  all  sums  paid 
on  the  interest,  bills  of  exchange,  issued  firom  the  several  loan 
offices,  and  any  other  interest  moneys  which  may  have  been  paid. 

13th.  Bills  of  Ikchange.  In  this  you  will  charge  all  sums  paid 
on  bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  order  of  Congress. 

It  is  not  improbable  that,  in  the  course  of  your  business,  you  may 
find  it  necessary  to  raise  some  other  such  general  accounts,  and,  if 
so,  you  will  faise  them  accordingly.  You  will  take  Are  to  attend 
strictly  to  the  propriety  of  all  charges  made,  and  to  the  validity  of 
the  vouchers  by  which  they  are  supported.  You  will  examine  very 
particularly  into  the  accounts  of  armed  vessels  fitted  out  in  Europe 
on  account  of  the  United  States,  especially  of  those  wherem  any 
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jadiriduals  shall  appear  to  have  been  interested*  And  you  will  bring 
those  persons  to  account  into  whose  hands  any  prizes,  or  mone3rs 
for  die  sales  of  prizes,  may  have  come,  so  that  justice  may  be  done 
as  well  to  the  public  as  to  the  captors  concerned  therein. 

Whenever  you  finally  settle  an  account,  you  will  take  care  to  be 
possessed  of  the  several  vouchers,  which,  together  with  the  account, 
are  to  be  kept  in  your  consular  office  until  further  orders ;  but  you 
will  transmit  quadruplicate  copies  of  the  several  general  accounts  by 
safe  conveyances  as  soon  as  possible. 


FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  ROBERT  MORRIS* 

L'Orient,  February  9, 1783. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  hcHior  to  address  you  on  the  27th,  since  which  I  received 
your  favor  of  the  5th  December,  covering  a  commbsion  from 
Congress,  empowering  me  to  examine  and  settle  all  the  public 
accounts  m  Europe.  This  is  a  very  arduous  undertaking,  and  will 
require  a  great  deal  of  industry  and  attention.  All  I  can  at  present 
say  is  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  acquit  myself  in  the  best  manner  my 
abilities  will  permit  me,  assuring  you  that  I  shall  think  myself  very 
happy,  if  I  can  be  made  serviceable  to  my  country.  I  am  perfectly 
satisfied  with  the  determination  of  Congress  respecting  the  payments 
intended  for  my  trouble,  and  I  acknowledge  very  sincerely  the  great 
honor  their  confidence  has  done  me. 

I  shall  pay  due  regard  to  the  plan  you  have  sketched  out  for  me, 
and  I  hope  you  w'lil  occasionally  give  me  such  hints  and  mstructions 
as  you  think  will  strengthen  me  in  the  pursuit  of  this  great  object. 
I  shall  not  detain  you  at  present  longer  than  to  tell  you  I  had  a 
letter  a  few  days  ago  firom  Mr.  Grand,  at  Paris,  informing  me  the 
ratification  of  the  preliminaries  were  arrived  from  England,  and 
those  firom  Holland  either  on  the  way  or  would  soon  follow. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c*, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


VROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO   ROBERT   MORRIS. 

Auteuil,  near  PariB»  July  20, 1783. 
Sir, 
Foreseeing  that,  in  the  course  of  the  settlement  of  the  public 
accounts,  I  should  be  under  the  necessity  of  making  frequent  appU- 
Vol.  L— 22 
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cation  to  Dr.  Franklin  for  explanation,  I  hav«  taken  a  house  near 
Passy,  where  I  shall  remain  for  the  sole  purpose  of  executing  the 
commands  of  Congress.  Agreeably  to  the  powers  communicated  to 
me,  I  have  chosen  Mr.  Matthew  Ridley,  a  gentleman  of  unblemished 
reputation  and  uniform  attachment  to  America,  to  associate  with  me 
in  the  undertaking,  and  we  shall  lose  no  time  in  proceeding  to  do 
every  thing  in  our  power  to  answer  the  end  of  our  appointment. 
At  present  we  have  several  of  Mr.  Grand's  accounts  before  us, 
which  must  serve  as  a  foundation  for  the  settlement  of  all  others,  but 
we  wait  for  his  vouchers,  which  have  been  hitherto  detained  through 
the  indisposition  of  a  clerk. 

As  M.  de  Beaumarchais  does  not  choose  to  settle  his  accounts  in 
Europe,  but  has  sent  them  out  for  the  inunediate  inspection  of 
Congress,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  say  much  relating  to  them.  He 
has  stated  his  reasons  m  a  letter  addressed  to  Congress,  which  he  has 
shewn  to  me,  and  I  do  not  recollect  any  thing  in  it  which  I  have 
occasion  to  remark,  but  a  misapprehension  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais, 
when  be  says  that  Mr.  Ridley  and  myself  approved  of  his  appealing 
to  Congress,  for  neither  of  us  in  the  smallest  degree,  directly  or 
indirectly,  approved  or  disapproved  of  the  measure.  Our  business 
with  M.  de  Beaumarchais  was  very  simple,  it  was  either  to  investi^ 
gate  hb  accounts  minutely,  or  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them.  1 
have  read  several  letters  from  Mr.  Deane  to  him,  copies  of  which  M. 
de  Francy  takes  to  America,  certified  that  they  were' compared  with 
the  originals;  he  also  takes  a  certificate  that  two  persons,  who 
have  witnessed  some  papers  for  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  are  notaries 
appomted  by  authority ;  but  none  of  these  papers  will,  in  the  least, 
verify  any  of  the  charges  made  in  the  accounts.  The  principal 
inquiries  necessary  to  be  made  seem  to  be  the  propriety  of  the  charge 
of  insurance,  which  will  alone  amount  to  a  million  of  livres,  the 
reasonableness  of  the  prices  charged  for  each  article,  and  the 
commission  for  transacting  the  business. 

The  settlement  of  the  public  accounts  in  Europe  will  be  a  woric 
of  considerable  ^  time  and  expimse,  though  my  endeavors   to   get 
through  them  as  soon  as  possible  shall  not  be  wanting. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
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FROM   MONSIEUR  LE   TAIGNEUR  TO  THE   PRESIDElTr   OF   CONGRESS. 

Translation. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  a  letter  from  M. 
de  Beaumarchais,  which  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  read  and 
lay  before  Congress.  M.  de  Francy  was  at  first  to  have  been  the 
bearer  of  it ;  but  a  consumptive  disorder  under  which  he  has  labored 
for  more  than  two  years  has  hindered  him  from  settmg  off  at  the 
very  moment  the  ship  was  gomg  to  sail,  and  I  had  just  time  to 
embark  in  his  place,  in  order  to  carry  on,  together  widi  Messieurs 
Monbos,  Latil  &  Co.,  of  Baltimore,  the  afiairs  which  had  been  . 
entrusted  to  him. 

We  would  sooner  have  addressed  ourselves  to  your  Excellency,  if 
the  removal  of  Congress  to  Annapolis  (which  took  place  about  the 
time  of  my  arrival)  and  the  multitude  of  public  business  which  we 
supposed  that  they  had  to  despatch,  had  not  made  us  fear  their  not 
being  able  to  give  their  attention  to  private  concerns.  We  now  hope 
that  that  sovereign  body  will  be  pleased  to  honor  M .  de  Beaumarchais 
with  an  answer,  and  we  take  the  liberty  of  sohciting  it  in  his  be- 
half. 

It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  add  any  thmg  to  the  force  of  £is 
reasoning.  I  shall  only  take  the  liberty  to  sum  up,  in  a  few  words, 
his  present  demands,  in  order  to  fix  with  more  precision  the  two 
points  on  which  the  determination  of  the  honorable  Congress  obght 
to  bear. 

1st.  If  M.  de  Beaumarchais  chooses  to  abide  by  the  settlement  of 
his  accounts  made  by  Mr.  Deane,  it  is  not  that  he  wishes  Congress 
to  give  a  blind  assent  to  what  that  commissioner  has  signed,  nor  does 
he  seek  to  elude  their  minutest  discussion ;  he  has,  on  the  contrary, 
annexed  to  them  those  pieces  which  may  serve  to  justify  them,  and 
on  which  even  new  accounts  might  be  estabfished,  if  the  form  of  the 
former  could  be  attained  without  injuring  M.  de  Beaumarchais's 
interests;  but  he  abides  by  the  accounts  closed  by  Mr.  Deane, 
because  they  have  been  closed  smce  the  month  of  April,  1781,  when 
there  was  nothing  to  ascertam  that  that  agent,  who  till  then  had  been 
competent  to  efifect  all  the  purchases,  had  ceased  to  be  so  to  regulate 
accounts,  which  he  alone  could  properly  regulate,  since  he  alone 
knew  the  nature  and  could  ascertain  the  value  of  M.  Beaumarchab's 
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operations.  From  that  same  year,  1781,  M.  de  Francy  bad  deter- 
mined to  return  to  America,  in  order  to  terminate  the  object  of  his 
commission.  Supposing  then  that  the  unhappy  state  of  his  health 
had  not  been  an  obstacle  to  his  return,  and  that  he  had  then  presented 
himself  therewith  the  accounts  of  M.  de  Beaumarchais  closed  by  Mr. 
Deane,  it  is  to  be  believed  that  Congress  would  not  have  declined 
receiving  them,  although  they  might  have  had  them  examined  and 
verified  afterwards.  It  would  have  been  the  same  thmg  in  1782,  if 
M.  de  la  Couche,  who  co^^nanded  the  Aigle,  and  who  had  been 
pleased  to  take  charge  of  these  accounts,  had  not  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  frigate.  Thus,  Mr.  Barclay's  orders,  which  were  received 
and  notified  only  in  1783^  may  well  extend  to  the  settlement  of- 
accounts  not  yet  regulated ;  but  not  to  those  which  have  been  closed 
for  about  two  years,  and  would  have  been  laid  before  Congress  two 
years  ago,  but  for  the  unlucky  circumstances  which  have  constantly 
prevented  it.  M.  de  Beaumarchais  has  never  known  any  body  but 
Mr.  Deane,  in  all  the  outfittings  he  has  made  to  the  continent  of 
America ;  he  never  treated  but  on  the  faith  of  that  agent,  and  has 
never  been  acquainted  with  any  act  of  Congress  taking  fix>m  him  the 
power  of  settling  the  accounts  of  those  very  same  outfittings  which  he 
himself  had  ordered  in  tlie  name  of  the  United  States.  He  has  then 
the  most  powerful  motives  to  abide  solely  by  the  account  approved 
and  certified  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  begs  that  the  honorable  Congress  of 
the  United  States  will  please  to  acknowledge  the  same. 

2d.  Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  and  determination  of  Congress 
upon  tliis  subject,  it  is  an  mcontestable  truth  that  the  United  States 
are  still  mdebted  in  considerable  sums  to  M.  de  Beaumarchais.  No 
remittances  have  been  made  him  since  the  year  1780,  when  M.  de 
Francy  brought  him  bills  of  exchange ;  he  did  not  choose  to  solicit 
new  ones  as  long  as  the  war  lasted ;  but  now  that  peace  and  liberty 
have  crowned  the  noble  labors^  of  the  Americans,  be  dares  flatter 
himself  that  his  claims  will  be  hearkened  to.  The  presentatioa  of  his 
accounts  has  already  experienced  long  delays ;  new  ones  may  arise 
before  the  balance  which  remains  due  to  him  be  finally  settled ; 
during  that  mterval  his  necessities  are  increasing  and  his  operations 
slackenbg.  The  ship  Comte  d'Estaing,  which  he  has  sent  to  the 
contin^t  with  the  sole  hope  of  ditaining  remittances,  b  obliged  to 
return  to  Europe  in  ballast ;  the  want  of  his  funds  may  at  last  throw 
him  into  the  greatest  distress.    M.  de  Beaumarchais,  therefore, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLQMAtTC  CDRRSSMNDENCB.  341 

earnestly  requests  Congress  ta  grant  him  a  good  sum  on  aocoiQit  of 
what  they  owe  him  until  his  acoounts  are  finally  adjusted  and 
determnied* 

He  only  demands  a  sum  on  account,  in  order  to  give  Congress  the 
necessary  time  to  discuss  the  remainder ;  and  in  case  Congress  cannot 
give  him  ready  money  or  produce,  he  will  be  satisfied  with  draughts 
mi  the  American  Ministers  in  France  shnilar  to  those  which  he 
received  m  1780,  part  at  six  and  twelve^  months,  part  at  eighteen 
months,  or  even  two  years  sight,  m  order  to  give  a  greatw  facility  to 
ruse  the  lunds  at  the  various  terms.  This  proposition  b  too  just  and 
too  moderate  not  to  be  well  received,  and  I  beg  your  Excellency  wfll 
support  it  with  Congress. 

I  refer  as  to  every  thing  else  to  liie  letter  itself  of  M.  de  Beaumar- 
bhais,  to  which  he  expects  an  answer  by  the  retam  of  his  ship  Comte 
d'Elstaing,  which  will  «ail  in  the  beginning  of  June.  This  answer 
must  be  very  easy  to  give  by  the  above  exposition  of  his  demands, 
which  reduces  them  to  two  principal  (Ejects,  about  wfai^h  Congress 
me  requested  to  give  an  immediate  determination.  It  camiot  be  but 
a  favorable  one,  considering  the  goodness  of  the  cause  of  M.  de 
Beaumarchais,  and  the  acknowledged  equity  of  the  Areopagus  before 
whom  he  supports  it. 

I  am,  kc,  LA  VAIGNEUR. 


VROH  MONSIEUR  DE   BEATTHARCHAIS  TO  CONGRESS^ 

Translation. 

To  hi$  Excellency  the  President  and  BonorcAle  Memben  of  Congreu 
of  the  Thirteen  United  States. 

Gendemen, 

Mr.  Barclay,  your  Consul  General  in  FVmce,  and  his  respectable 
associate,  Mr.  Ridley,  have  done  me  the  honor  to  eommunioato  the 
order  and  powers  which  Mr.  Barclay  has  from  you,  for  regulating  all 
tbe  accounts  which  may  concern  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ib  consequence,  they  very  poBtely  desired  me  to  lay  befcre  them 
afl  ray  accounts,  in  order,  they  said,  to  aoc^^rate  my  reimbursement, 
which  thenceforth  would  not  take  place  but  n&eir  a  settlement  by 
lb.  Birehy  of  all  my  advances  and  receipts  relative  to  Congress. 
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I  gave  for  answer  to  Messrs.  Barclay  and  Ridley  that  all  the 
accounts  of  my  advances  to  Congress  had  been  discussed,  regulated, 
and  closed  in  April,  1781,  by  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  the  only  one  of  your 
agents  with  wIknb  I  treated  in  Europe ;  who,  with  me,  gentlemen, 
entered  into  engagements  in  your  name,  and  who  obtained  from  me 
all  the  advances  I  made  for  Congress. 

I  shewed  Messrs  Barclay  and  Ridley  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Silas 
Deane,  with  the  vouchers  which  supported  it.  1  infi>rmed  them  that 
the  accounts  of  the  sums  received.  fix>m  Congress  in  cash  and  mer* 
chandize,  in  part  of  my  supplies,  were  the  only  ones  which  had  not 
been  settled,  because  they  had  come  to  my  hands  at  diflbrent  times, 
and  even  the  greatest  part  after  the  adjustment  by  Mr.  Silas  Deane. 
I  proposed  to  submit  them  to  these  gentlemen,  and  I  begged,  for  this 
part  of  my  accounts,  that  speedy  settl^nent  which  they  had  the 
goodness  to  offer  me  for  the  whole.  « 

Mr.  Barclay,  gentlemen,  has  been  pleased  to  inform  me  that, 
according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  hb  commission,  he  could  not 
thus  separate  matters,  and  that  he  must  regulate  anew  all  my 
accounts,  as  if  they  had  not  been  done  by  another,  otherwise  he 
could  take  no  partial  cognizance  of  any  of  them.  That  he  was  not 
instructed  to  acknowledge  any  settlement  made  by  Mr.  Silas  Deane, 
unknown,  without  doubt,  in  America.  And  without  paying  regard 
to  it,  he  asked  if  I  was  willing  to  lay  before  him  the  whole  of  my 
accounts  with  the  States,  to  discuss,  regulate,  and  proceed  to  their 
liquidation. 

I  will  most  willingly  submit  to  your  exammation,  sir,  said  I,  the 
account  balanced  by  Mr.  Deane,  not  to  take  from  my  tide  the  force 
which  to  his  settlement,  made  more  than  two  years  ago,  so  justly 
belongs ;  but  in  order  that  you  may  make  to  the  honorable  Congress 
your  observations  on  this  account  and  its  settlement.  For  thb 
purpose,  sir,  I  shall  furnish  you  with  all  the  vouchers,  as  I  wish  for 
nothing  more  than  to  make  evident  to  yourself  the  exactness  and 
justice  of  the  arrangement  of  Mr.  Silas  Deane. 

Then  delivering,  with  perfect  confid^ce,  to  Mr.  Barclay  the 
origbal  of  my  account  closed  by  Mr.  Deane,  and  which  he  kept  as 
long  as  he  tliought  proper,  I  added :  My  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Deane,  agent  of  Congress,  sir,  wh\ch  I  here  lay  before  you,  along 
with  my  general  account,  will  prove  to  you  that  Mr.  Deane  alone 
could  undertake  the  regulation  of  it;  because,  havbg  accgmpanied 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  343 

me  through  eveij  stage  of  my  operations,  he  alone  was  able  to  judge 
of  the  trouble  and  cares  they  occasioned  to  me,  form  a  just  idea  of 
the  difficulties  I  had  to  overcome,  and  recollect  the  obstacles  of  every 
kind  which  I  had  to  remove.  Their  reading  will  convince  you  that 
he  who  saw  me  scattering  gold  profusely  as  I  went  along,  (the  only 
means  I  had  of  rendering  my  way  practicable,)  was  the  person  who 
could  rightly  judge  of  the  sums  I  have  expended  m  the  service  of 
your  country,  and  consequently  the  only  proper  person  to  regulate 
my  accounts.  They  were  not  the  accounts  of  an  ordinary  merchant, 
to  whom  orders  had  been  sent,  while  hb  funds  were  either  assured 
or  remitted  beforehand ;  but  those  of  die  mdefatigable  friend  of  a 
virtuous  and  oppressed  people,  for  whom  he  sacrificed  his  time,  his 
health,  his  own  fortune  and  that  of  his  fiiends,  with  no  other 
security  for  returns  but  the  bare  word  and  powers  of  thb  agent  of 
Congress. 

Without  laying  aside  the  politeness  and  regard  which  Messrs. 
Barclay  and  Ridley  have  not  ceased  to  shew  me,  Mr.  Barclay 
observed,  gentlemen,  that  he  did  not  believe  that  in  April,  1781, 
Mr.  Silas  Deane  was  still  invested  with  necessary  powers  for  regu- 
lating an  account  such  as  mine. 

My  answer,  which  was  quite  plain,  and  which  I  now  submit  to 
you,  gentlemen,  was,  that  before  Mr.  Deane's  departure  in  1778,  all 
my  accounts  were  ready  and  verified  by  him,  and  nothing  remained 
on  his  part  but  to  give  them  his  final  sanction,  make  three  copies, 
and  sign  them,  when  he  departed  secretly  to  embark  at  Toulon  with 
the  Count  D'Estaign.  That,  upon  his  return  to  France,  he  came  to 
finish  with  me  what  had  been  left  imperfect,  assuring  me  he  was 
sent  back  to  Europe  for  the  sole  purpose  of  regulatmg  all  the 
accounts  of  supplies  with  which  he  had  been  charged  for  America, 
and  particularly  mine,  without  having  for  his  country  any  other 
public  employment.  Such  was  my  answer  to  Mr.  Barclay.  I  also 
added,  that  no  act,  letter,  or  explanation  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
having  then  come  to  instruct  me  whether  Mr.  Deane  had  or  had  not 
ceased  to  have  the  power  of  regulating  afisdrs  which  were  entered 
upcm  solely  by  himself,  I  had  no  reason  to  refiise  credit  to  the 
continuance  of  his  commission,  and  lay  before  him  my  accounts  with 
so  much  the  more  security  on  my  part,  that  in  his  settlement  of  1781, 
his  constant  signature  was  Silas  Deane,  agent  of  Congress  for  the 
said  purchases  and  supplies  in  Europe. 
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That  since  diis  settlement  was  concluded^  of  which  I  have  made 
exact  and  certified  copies^  and  sent  them  to  every  person  interested 
in  my  afiaiis  with  America,  aH  die  subsequenft  payments  and  trans- 
actions which  have  taken  place  between  us  have  been  upon  the 
footing  of  that  settlement ;  and,  in  shoit,  I  had  neither  Hberty  at 
power  to  submit  it  now,  but  for  the  purpose  of  verification  upon 
proper  vouchers,  not  to  destroy  or  alter  it,  so  as  to  afiect  the  validity 
which  it  receives  firom  all  iht  formalities  which  could  render  it 
authentic  and  perfect  before  aH  the  tribunab  of  Elurope. 

Besides,  said  I  to  your  Consul  Cfeaera!,  have  jrou  the  power,  sir, 
to  allow  me  diose  sums  for  which  I  neither  ought  nor  was  able  to 
procure  a  discharge,  having  thrown  them  away  by  faandiiill  for  the 
service  of  the  United  States  ?  Have  you  power,  also,  to  allow  roe 
the  losses  which  I  have  been  forced  to  sufier  on  bills  of  exchange, 
absolutely  without  credit  in  Europe,  which  I  was  obliged  to  negotiate 
at  a  heavy  loss  to  save  myself  froili  ruin,  being  unable  to  wait  a  term 
of  three  years  for  the  payment  of  advances  made  above  six  years 
before  ?  Mr.  Deane  could  regulate  the  insunmees  at  the  rate  they 
then  were  because  he  was  witness  to  the  dreadful  uneasiness  of  -all 
my  copartners  when  they  observed  none  of  these  remittances  to 
arrive  which  he  had  taught  them  so  long  to  expect.  He  might,  he 
was  even  obliged  to  give  his  advice  to  Congress  on  the  conunission 
suitable  to  be  paid  me,  because  he  had  observed  the  extraordinary 
labors,  pains,  and  disinterested  cares  of  him  who,  uathout  previously 
making  any  stipulation  for  his  generous  advances,  consented  to 
become  the  fector  of  the  United  States  solely  because  it  was  agreeaUe 
toHhem. 

Again,  if  difi^rences  should  arise  between  us  on  the  subject  -m 
debate  between  us,  must  we  not  at  last  refer  them  to  the  detennin- 
ation  of  Congress,  and  will,  whatever  b  said  here,  exempt  me  from 
sending  my  agent  to  America  in  order  to  conclude  with  the  supreme 
power  upon  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  payments  to  be  made 
me  ?  Let  us,  then,  come  to  a  point ;  either  verify  my  account  which 
is  settled  upon  vouchers  without  destroying  it,  or  agree  diat  I  inmi^ 
(fiately  send  my  agent  to  Philadelphia  to  humbly  present  to  die 
Congress  my  eijuitabie  demands,  diis  account,  and  all  the  vouchers 
which  justify  it. 

Mr.  Barclay,  gentlemen,  as  well  as  Mr.  Ridley,  strud:  widi  the 
force  of  my  reasons,  have  concluded  that  I  should  address  myself  to 
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Congress  themselves,  and  send  to  the  continent,  by  M.  de  Francy, 
these  accounts  with  their  vouchers.  Since,  in  fact,  the  first  question 
on  which  we  were  divided  in  opinion  (vis :  if  the  settlement  made  by 
Mr.  Slas  Deane  in  1781  was  Valid  or  not)  could  only  be  decided 
by  that  body,  and  then  my  agent,  M.  de  Francy,  will  lay  before 
ihem  the  just  motives  of  the  opposition  by  my  company  to  the 
destruction  of  the  only  authentic  title  which  we  possess  in  Europe 
iat  our  debts  m  America. 

This  pdnt  bemg  fixed  I  begged  these  gentlemen  to  sign  and  certify 
that  the  copies  of  tiie  papers  in  suppcnt  of  my  accounts  regulated  by 
Mr.  Deane,  were  conformable  to  the  originals  which  I  presented  to 
tbem,  and  wished  to  vetsin  in  France,  being  afiraid  to  expose  them  to 
A&  dangers  c^  the  sea. 

Messrs.  Bsut^lay  and  Ridey  have  preferred,  even  desired,  that 
these  copies  be  certified  by  a  notary  of  Paris,  and  afterwards  authen- 
ttcated  by  the  city  magistrates.  But  we  did  not  foresee,  gentiemen, 
Aat  by  a  system  of  our  finance  establishment  the  copies  of  any 
accounts  cannot  be  attested  by  a  notary  public,  without  being  subject 
to  a  particular  duty  called  dnnt  du  contrdU,  which  is  always  propor- 
tionable to  the  sums  contained  in  the  accounts,  and  this  would  have 
co^  me  above  twenty  thousand  livres.  I  resolved  upon  procuring 
fiom  as  many  of  those  who  had  supplied  me  as  I  could  find  in  Paris, 
duplicates  of  their  general  accounts  and  accounts  current  with  me. 
Tliey  went  before  a  notary  to  certify  the  truth  of  these  accounts  and 
sign  them.  The  instrument  which  attests  them,  well  authenticated, 
with  an  original  duplicate  of  each  account,  will  be  delivered  to  you  by 
M.  de  Francy.  He  will  also  present  you  with  similar  duplicates  firom 
those  who  were  absent  firom  Paris,  also  certified  by  notaries  or 
magistrates  of  the  places  where  they  reside. 

Ebwever,  gentlemen,  I  will  be  permitted  to  enter  seriously  upon 
die  principles  of  this  great  afifair  before  an  august  body  who  are 
always  subsisting ;  but  often  composed  of  new  members  to  whcrni  the 
Hature  of  my  d^nands  and  the  justice  of  my  complamts  are  not 
sufficiently  known,  if  I  may  judge  by  the  terms  of  the  resolves  of 
Congress,  20  November,  1782,  which  have  been  shown  me  by  Mr. 
Barclay,  your  Consul  General. 

l%ese  claims,  gentiemen,  do  not  deviate  firom  the  profound  respect 
which  I  profess  for  the  honorable  C^igress,  before  whom  I  now  have 
the  honor  to  support  them ;  they  are^  on  the  contrary,  tiie  strongest 
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proof  of  the  great  value  I  set  upon  the  esteem  and  opinioa  of  a  brave 
people  for  whose  sake  I  have  sacrificed  my  all,  and  the  greater  the 
dbparity  there  is  between  a  simple  mdividual  of  Europe  and  the 
illustrious  nation  whom  you  represent,  so  much  the  more  the  great 
efforts  and  numerous  toils  of  that  ipan  to  promote  your  service,  have 
a  right  to  your  esteem,  I  may  add  to  your  gratitude ;  you  cannot,  I 
am  sure,  refuse  a  candid  hearing  to  the  first  European  who  generously 
stepped  forth  to  your  assistance*  Every  citizen  of  the  thirteen  States 
was  bound  to  sacrifice  to  the  common  cause,  to  his  country,  his  life, 
property,  and  abilities.  But  I,  gentlemen,  a  stranger  to  your  preten- 
sions and  to  your  contest,  bom  a  French  citizen,  enjoying  a  quiet  life 
in  my  own  country,  devoted  myself  for  yours:  ought  I  to  have 
expected  the  disgrace  I  have  now  incurred  of  claiming  rights  too 
much  forgotten,  and  troubling  you  with  my  sad  complaints  ? 

Call  to  mind,  gentlemen,  those  unhappy  times,  when  borne  down 
by  the  war  and  British  persecution,  you  sent  secret  emissaries  to  all 
the  Powers  of  Europe,  that  time  when  you  applied  to  the  great 
commercial  houses  of  the  different  Powers  without  obtaining  any 
succors.  Then  I  alone,  gentlemen,  the  subject  of  a  monarchy,  and 
without  any  other  incitement  than  my  love  for  the  liberty  of  mankind, 
and  my  respect  for  the  virtuous  efforts  which  entitled  you  to  them,  I 
had  been  laboring  for  two  years  to  procure  you  friends  in  Europe  by 
every  means  which  persuasion  and  argument  could  fiimish. 

A  single  public  paper  was  proper  to  give  our  nation  liberal  and 
just  notions  of  your  rights,  and  the  wrong  done  to  you  by  Britain. 
Thb  was  Le  Courier  de  L'Europe.  It  was  I,  gentlemen,  who 
solicited,  who  obtained  its  admission  into  France,  in  which  there  was 
great  difficulty.  It  was  I  who  composed  the  first  articles  which 
were  there  read  in  fiivor  of  your  cause,  and  who  established  the 
justice  of  it  upon  principles  smce  adopted  by  all  sensible  people  in 
Europe. 

It  was  I  \^o  found  out  your  firiends  and  secret  agents  in  England 
at  the  risk  of  my  person,  who  promised  them  my  cares  and  efforts, 
with  our  Ministers,  who  in  fact  returned  to  plead  strongly  for  you  in 
France,  and  remind  those  powerfiil  persons  (who  knew  it  better  than 
myself,  but  whom  your  situation,  and  the  policy  and  youth  of  the 
King  rendered  then  wavering  and  circumspect)  that  the  separation  of 
England  and  America  was  the  greatest  interest  which  could  occupy 
the  French  Government. 
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It  was  I  who  first  solicited  the  necessary  succors  for  your  situation, 
in  a  memorial  where  I  strongly  maintained  the  extent  of  the  rights 
of  neutrality,  and  made  application  of  my  principles  to  present 
circumstances,  and  the  possibility  of  my  making  use  of  them,  in  order 
to  assist  you ;  but  which  could  only  obtain  a  bare  connivance,  and 
even  that  very  limited  and  confined,  for  the  animated  zeal  of  a 
company  of  merchants  which  I  formed,  whose  measures  not  only 
were  unsupported,  but  their  efforts  punished  upon  becoming  in  the 
least  public.  See,  upon  this  subject,  gentlemen,  my  correspondence 
in  cyphers  with  one  of  your  private  agents,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee,  then  in 
England,  which  will  be  laid  before  you. 

At  that  very  Ume  your  acknowledged  agent,  Mr.  Silas  Deane, 
arrived  m  France;  but  alone,  without  money,  without  credit,  or 
knowledge  of  any  person,  and  unable  to  speak  French.  I  met  with 
him  at  Bordeaux ;  my  regard  for  your  great  undertakings  attached 
him  soon  to  my  person.  He  implored  my  zeal  and  support,  and 
coming  to  Paris  he  disclosed  his  powers  and  embarrassment.  In 
▼ain  did  he  address  himself  to  Ministers ;  he  returned  to  me,  knowing 
my  courage  and  firankness,  and  at  last  began  with  me  to  solicit  a  plan 
and  to  carry  oa  the  supplies  which  I  have  repeatedly  made  you,  and 
which  have  been  productive  of  nothmg  but  pain  and  disappoint- 
ment. 

But  what  bargain,  gentlemen,  do  you  think  that  this  agent  made 
with  me?  Hb  application  to  us  was  by  the  most  earnest  entreaties, 
which  we  considered  as  orders.  His  promises  were  our  only  security 
of  payment,  but  he  held  out  to  us  the  noble  reward  of  being  forever 
reckoned  among  the  best  fiiends  of  America,  and  the  temptation  was 
loo  strong  to  be  resisted. 

Nobody,  then,  gentlemen,  accosted  me  m  your  name  without 
loading  me  with  encomiums,  even  excessive;  every  thing  which 
could  swell  the  pride  or  flatter  the  vanity  of  an  ordinary  man  was 
oflfered  to  me.  Above  all,  said  they,  you  will  forever  be  cherished 
by  a  lortuous  people  as  one  of  the  first  supporters  of  their  liberty. 
My  respect  for  the  cause  which  they  pleaded,  and  which  you 
supported  so  nobly  with  your  arms,  warming  my  heart  and  mind 
much  more  than  their  discourses.  I  gave  myself  up  entirely  to  your 
service,  and,  regarding  nothing  else,  I  became  the  agent,  the  apostle, 
and  martyr  of  your  cause  in  Europe.  Read  my  answer  to  the 
Eaj^isb  manifesto  of  Gibbons,  in  which  I  was  called  the  instrument 
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of  the  perfidy  of  our  Ministers.  But  above  all,  read  attentively  my 
correspondence  with  Mr.  Deane ;  it  will  give  you  an  idea  of  my 
labors,  my  efforts,  my  disappointments,  and  indefatigable  activity  in 
your  service.  It  will  show  what  a  single  man  could  do  for  you — a 
roan  who  now  blushes  to  have  to  justify  before  your  assembly  his 
conduct  and  generous  proceedings. 

Surely,  gentiemen,  had  I  been  only  an  ordinary  merchant,  greedy 
to  increase  his  substance  from  your  distresses,  is  there  a  single 
advantage  which  I  could  not  then  have  exacted  and  demanded  firom 
you. 

I  could  have  fixed  the  profits  which  my  avidity  would  have 
prompted  me  to  hnpose,  and  would  have  obtained  th^n.  Far  firom 
me  these  vile  motives  and  mercenary  precautions.  From  a  French- 
man, that  I  was,  I  became  an  American  merchant,  a  politician,  and 
a  writer.  I  imparted  my  warmth  to  honest  bat  timid  minds,  and 
formed  a  society  under  a  name  unknown ;  I  gathered  together  mer- 
chandize and  warlike  stores  m  all  our  ports,  always  under  fictitious 
names.  Your  agent  was  to  have  provided  vessels  to  transport  them 
to  America,  but  not  one  could  he  find ;  and  it  was  stBl  I  who,  with 
double  zeal  and  labor,  succeeded  in  procuring  them  for  him  at  Mar* 
seilles,  Nantes,  and  Havre,  paying  out  of  my  own  pocket  two  tinrds 
of  the  fireight  in  advance,  and  finding  surety  for  the  remainder. 

The  most  severe  orders  thwarted  every  where  my  operations* 
What  I  could  not  accomplish  in  open  day  was  executed  in  the  night. 
If  Government  caused  my  vessels  to  be  unloaded  m  one  port,  I  sent 
them  secredy  to  reload  at  a  distance  in  the  road.  Were  they  stopped 
under  their  proper  names,  I  changed  them  immediately,  or  made 
pretended  sales,  and  put  them  anew  under  fictitious  commis^nd. 
Were  obligations  in  writing  exacted  fix>m  the  captmns  to  go  no  where 
but  to  the  West  India  Islands,  powerful  gratffications  on  my  part 
made  them  yield  again  to  my  wishes.  Were  tiiey  sent  to  prison  on 
their  return  for  disobedience,  I  then  doubled  their  gratifications  to 
keep  their  zeal  firom  coolmg,  and  consoled  them  with  gold  for  the 
rigor  of  our  Government.  Voyages,  messengers,  agents,  presenCs^ 
rewards,  no  expense  was  spared.  One  time,  by  reason  of  an  uneot* 
pected  counter  order,  which  stopped  the  departure  of  one  of  my 
vessels,  I  hurried  by  land  to  Havre  twenty-one  pieces  of  camioii, 
which,  if  they  had  come  from  Paris  by  water,  would  have  retarded' 
us  ten  days. 
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Thus  I  scattered  money  ev^  where  to  surmount  the  obstacles 
which  constantly  came  in  the  way,  and  thinking  it  injurious  to  the 
oaticMi  which  I  served  to  doubt  of  her  gratitude  being  fraught  with 
fikQ  generous  sentiments  which  actuated  myself,  I  regarded  as  straw 
liie  money  I  distributed  for  her,  happy  in  the  power  at  such  a  price 
to  procure  her  speedy  assistance. 

And  when  your  agent,  gentlemen,  admired,  encouraged  these 
aaeri&ces,  in  boasting  of  the  obligations  his  country  was  forever  laid 
under  to  me,  I  was  far  from  imagimng  that  thb  nation,  after  obtaining 
her  freedom,  instead  of  acquitting  herself  towards  me  of  the  engage- 
Hients  made  on  h^  behalf,  should  send  new  agents  to  sift  minutely 
every  article  of  my  account,  already  regulated;  oblige  me,  after 
seven  years'  patience  and  sufieriog,  to  submit  to  the  kijurious  discus* 
sion,  to  the  minute  calculation  of  every  object  of  my  advances,  and, 
forgetting  my  charact^  and  services,  at  last  treat  me  as  a  petty  trader, 
who  thinks  himself  too  happy  in  receiving  a  commission  and  money 
to  purchase  rags  in  Europe. 

By  what  inconceivable  subversion  of  every  principle,  gentlemen, 
have  I,  then,  experienced,  from  the  time  of  my  supplies  to  this  day, 
nothing  but  ingratitude,  injustice,  and  hardships  in  every  thbg  which 
relates  to  your  service  ? 

Not  only  have  the  returns  so  solemnly  promised,  which  should 
have  arrived  in  Europe  within  one  year  at  farthest,  never  appeared 
in  our  ports,  but  when  my  own  vesseb,  at  the  expense  of  millicMis, 
have  brought  me  from  the  continent  trifling  quantities  of  merchandize, 
I  must  be  obliged,  in  order  to  have  them,  to  enter  into  disputes  with 
your  agents  in  Eun^e,  who  took  possession  of  them  by  authority 
under  pretence  of  their  necessity.  To  wrest  them  from  me  has  it 
not  been  scandalously  earned  so  fiur  as  to  go  to  law  with  me,  and 
have  I  not  been  forced  to  betake  myself  to  menaces,  to  complain  to 
our  Ministers,  to  France,  to  America,  to  all  Europe. 

If  the  astonishment  of  this  recital  leads  you  to  think,  gentlemen, 
that  I  am  imposing,  see  upon  the  return  of  the  Ampbitrite,  Amelia, 
and  Theresa,  my  letter  to  your  agents  in  France,  the  one  1  wrote  to 
the  Count  de  Vergennes,  the  answer  of  that  wise  Minister,  and  his 
reproaches  for  the  vivacity  of  my  expressions,  although  he  acknowl- 
edged kindly  all  the  justice  of  my  resentment  and  complaints. 

The  strongest  and  most  just  anger,  gentlemen,  could  thus  of  itself 
aher  my  dbposition  and  style  with  your  agents,  and  oughi,  perhaps, 
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to  excuse  the  sharpness  of  it.  But  compare,  gentlem^,  that  pcmted 
letter  with  those  I  had  the  honor  to  write  to  yourselves  in  1776,  full 
of  nothing  but  that  ardent  zeal  which  made  me  espoose  your  eause* 
In  reading  them,  gentlemen,  conceive,  if  possible,  my  grief  and 
amazement  at  havbg  never  recdved  fix>m  you  any  answer,  and  to 
have  been  three  years  m  searching  for,  without  finding,  a  sokition  of 
that  incredible  problem. 

In  truth,  gentlemen,  I  was  ignorant  that  every  one  seeking  to  draw 
to  himself  the  merit  of  what  I  alone  had  performed,  deceived  you 
shamefoUy  with  regard  to  me.  AcccMrding  to  these  intriguers  I  was 
but  an  obscure  fantastic  being,  who  served  as  a  cloak  to  cover  die 
gen^xms  acts  which  each  of  them  boasted  to  have  been  the  means 
of  obtaining  gratuitously  finom  the  King ;  and  while  I  was  undoing 
myself  by  loans,  pajrments,  interest,  and  hazardous  operations,  in 
order  to  ward  off  my  ruin  in  waiting  for  your  returns,  which  never 
came  to  hand,  they  thought  it  was  too  much  hcmor  on  the  continent 
to  make  use  of  my  supplies  without  bemg  at  the  trouble  of  acknowl- 
edging even  their  receipt. 

So  many  outrages,  gentlemen,  your  obstinate  silence,  the  want  of 
returns,  which  Mr.  Deane  excused,  as  he  was  able  on  account  of 
the  unhappiness  of  the  times,  have  at  last  obliged  me  to  send  you 
an  agent,  to  whom  I  have  promised  the  commission  of  two  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  all  my  payments  which  b  placed  to  your  account. 
This  is  M.  de  Francy,  who  has  again  the  haaat  to  lay  before  you 
my  claims. 

By  him  I  have  been  informed  of  the  horrible,  unworthy,  and 
miserable  conduct  of  all  those  who  wanted  to  prejudice  you  against 
me. 

It  is  to  his  care  I  owe  the  tardy  acknowledgment  which  you  at 
length  made  of  my  debt,  and  the  bills  of  exchange  which  you  sent 
me  m  1779,  payable  at  three  years'  date,  for  what  had  been 
advanced  above  six  years,  and  should  have  been  paid  in  six  months. 

Finally,  it  was  with  him  that  in  1781  my  accounts  were  regu- 
lated by  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  and  was  interpreter  for  him  in  1776,  when 
we  did  not  speak  the  same  language. 

I  send  him  now,  gentl^nen,  to  present  you  with  this  letter,  to 
call  upon  your  justice,  to  lay  before  you  my  accounts  of  every  kind 
in  your  affiiirs,  to  obtain  the  liquidation,  and  to  receive  payment. 
I  expect  from  you,  gentlemen,  honorable  treatment,  and  ^ch  as  my 
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zeal  and  conduct  towards  you  have  given  me  a  right  to  depend 
upon ;  and  as  the  acquittance  of  a  debt  of  honor  is  no  reward  for 
such  services  as  mine,  when  you  have  done  me  this  justice,  I 
demand  from  you,  gentlemen,  public  marks  of  your  esteem.  Let 
them  be  ^e  noble  recompense  of  my  exertions  for  you  in  Europe, 
where  I  have  not  ceased,  for  eight  years,  to  solicit  our  Ministers,  by 
repeated  memorials,  on  the  political  and  commercial  interests  of 
your  new  Republic.  These  wise  Ministers  are  still  existing  to  bear 
me  an  exalted  testimony.  They  have  been  more  than  once  aston- 
ished at  the  constant  activity  of  my  zeal,  for  they  were  not  ignorant 
of  the  heavy  subjects  of  complaint  which  I  had  to  make  against 
those  whom  I  served  so  warmly.  Give  me,  then,  gentlemen,  my 
due,  and  distinguishing  the  zealous  friend  who  relieved  your  neces- 
sities fiom  those  whom  your  misfortunes  have  enriched,  do  not 
lengthen  out  my  sufferings  by  referring  to  other  judges  a  settlement 
which  I  will  not  receive  but  from  yourselves. 

If  I  should  have  the  misfortune  not  to  obtain  that  honorable 
justice,  in  return  for  so  many  proofs  of  attachment;  stung  with 
vexation,  and  mortally  wounded,  what,  then,  remains  for  me  to  do. 
Must  I,  gentlemen,  shaking  the  dust  off  my  feet,  upon  all  my 
American  connexions,  demand  justice  at  the  bar  of  Europe,  by 
publishing  what  I  have  done,  advanced,  suffered,  and  kept  secret  to 
this  moment,  for  the  support  of  your  cause  and  maintenance  of  your 
honor. 

You  will  not  reduce  me,  gentlemen,  to  that  horrible  extremity. 
My  heart,  my  conduct,  and  yoiur  equity,  assure  me  of  it. 

Ye  Representatives  of  a  noble  and  free  nation,  rivals  of  the  most 
haughty  sovereigns,  the  friends  and  the  allies  of  my  King,  you  are 
sensible  that  it  is  just,  honorable,  and  without  danger  to  your  glory, 
to  recollect  that  an  individual  of  Europe  has  had  the  courage  to 
espouse  your  interests  when  every  one  disdained  them ;  and  that  he 
dared  to  send  you,  at  the  risk  of  his  health,  of  his  fortune,  and  of  his 
life,  the  first  generous  succors  you  received  from  our  continent. 

I  am,  with  the  most  profound  respect,  gentlemen,  your  very 
bumble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

CARON  DE  BEAUMARCHAIS, 
Formerly  Jcnovm  in  America  as  the  firm  of 
Roderique  Hortales  fy  Co. 
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FBOM  THOMAS   BAECLAT  TO   ROBERT   E.  LIVINGSTON. 

Auteuil,  near  Pissv,  September  14, 1783. 
Sir, 

To  the  copy  of  what  I  had  the  honor  of  writbg  to  you  the  20th 
July,  which  accompanies  this  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that 
the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  is  now  in  Lorrain,  thought  proper, 
sometime  ago,  to  consult  me  on  the  propriety  of  his  immediately 
embarking  for  America.  He  seemed  much  at  loss  upon  the  subject, 
as,  on  the  one  hand,  he  supposed  that  his  presence  with  the  army 
inight  be  of  some  service ;  and,  on  the  other,  that  he  might  be  very 
useful  here,  as  the  Court  of  France  seems  determined  on  adopting 
some  commercial  regulations  respecting  the  trade  to  be  carried  oa 
between  the  United  States  and  their  West  India  colonies.  Upon 
considering  the  matter,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  give  the  Marquis  my 
opinion  that  it  would  be  best  for  him  to  remain  in  France,  either 
until  he  received  the  commands  of  Congress  to  return,  or  until  the 
necessity  of  his  gomg  to  America  would  be  more  apparent.  He 
seems  to  have  adopted  this  opinion,  for  he  not  only  requested  that  I 
would 'Communicate  what  passed  to  Congress,  but  has  written  to  me 
from  Nancy,  to  put  me  in  mind  of  it ;  and,  therefore,  hb  desire  that 
I  would  do  it  will  be  my  apology  for  troubling  you  about  the  matter. 
The  Ma|*shal  de  Castries  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  converse  with  a 
few  Americans  <mi  tlie  subject  of  the  mtended  regulations.  The 
hints  which  he  let  fall  came  very  short  of  my  wishes,  and  therefor© 
I  shall  endeavor,  before  any  thing  is  done,  to  procure  a  consultation 
between  him  and  the  American  Ministers  at  this  Court.  He  pro- 
poses seeing  me  some  time  hence  upon  this  business,  when  I  shall 
refer  him  finally  to  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Mr.  Jay,  to 
whom  I  will  communicate  my  sentiments  in  the  mean  time.  I 
believe  it  is  mtended  to  make  L'Orient  a  free  port,  but  I  know 
nothing  officially  about  it.  My  next  will  give  you  some  particular 
infonnation ;  meantime  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  be, 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS   BARCLAY  TO   THS    PRESIDENT   OF    CONGRESS. 

L'Orient,  September  17,  1784. 
Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  an  express 

arrived  here  yesterday  from  Pari3;  with  letters  from  the  agents  who 
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W^re  emplojed  to  adjust  the  privileges  and  immomties  of  this  place, 
with  infinrmatioD  that  his  Majesty's  arrit  of  the  14th  May  last  would 
be  renewed  in  every  particular^  except  that  the  manofacturing  of 
tobacco  will  not  be  permitted.  In  this  case  the  port  and  town  will 
be  equally  free,  and  the  new  arrtt  is  expected  in  a  few  days. 

Some  months  ago,  Lieutenant  Ccdonel  Franks  arrived  in  France, 
witb  very  strong  recotaimendations  from  several  of  the  most  respect- 
able merchants  of  Philadelphia,  and  from  Mr.  livingston,  the  late 
Secretary  &a  Foreign  Affairs*  His  object  was  the  Vice  Consulship 
of  Marseilles;  but  the  c^ce  was  filled  by  Mr.  Etienne  Cathalan,  of 
tfiat  place,  who  is  a  gentleman  of  character  and  ability.  I  declined 
making  any  alteration,  though  Colonel  Franks  informed  tne  that 
Congress  were  makmg  such  regulations  in  the  consular  department  as 
would  not  adnut  that  office  bebg  filled  by  any  oth^  than  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  A  copy  of  these  regulations  having  been 
tansmitted  to  me  by  his  Excellency  Doctor  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Franks 
havmg  renewed  his  application,  I  do  not  think  myself  at  liberty  long^ 
to  decline  it,  and,  Aerefore,  I  shall  give  him  a  commission  for  the 
execution  of  the  office.  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  apprize  you  of 
lus  aj^pointment,  and  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c., 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


VBOM  BOBSBT  KOBRIS  TO  THE  FBESIDENT   OF   CONOBSSS. 

Office  of  Finance,  March  8, 1784 
Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  haoor  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  for  tlie 

irapection  of  the  United  States  in  Congress,  the  copy  of  a  letter  of 

the  38d  of  last  October,  torn  Thomas  Barclay,  Esq.,  which  did  not 

oome  to  hand  until  this  mcmiing. 

With  proper  jrespec^  &c.,  ROI^JIT  MORRIS. 


FBOM  THOMAS  BiLRCLAT  TO  BOBEBT  MORRIS. 

L\)rient,  October  33, 1789^ 
Sir, 

Enclosed  b  the  account  of  the  sales  of  the  ship  Due  de  Lauzun^ 

balanced  I7  the  payment  bemg  remitted  to  Mr.  Grand,  on  account  of 

the  United  States,  forty  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-eight  livies. 

Vol.  I.— 83 
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This  sale  would  have  been  made  long  ago,  but  I  was  obliged  to 
postpone  it  twice  from  the  bad  prospect  of  selling  her.  I  was  once 
in  hopes  that  Government  would  have  purchased  her  for  a  packet- 
boat  ;  but  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  to  whom  I  offered  her,  declined 
it.  Mr.  Ridley  and  myself  have  been  for  some  time  at  work  on  die 
public  accounts,  and  will  continue  our  best  endeav<»rs  to  arrange 
them.  They  are  mixed  and  perplexed  a  good  deal,  much  inquiry 
and  explanation  b  necessary,  and  the  work  will  be  tedioqs.  I  do 
not  expect  to  be  able  to  exhibit  any  thing  satisfactory  for  a  consid- 
erable time ;  and  if  I  can,  by  the  month  of  October  next,  make  a 
tolerable  settiement,  I  shall  think  myself  happy« 

Give  me  leave  just  to  take  notice  of  two  accounts,  which  are  in 
a  state  of  suspense,  and  concerning  which  applications  probably 
have  been  made  to  Congress.  The  one  b  that  claimed  by  Messrs. 
Schweighauser  &  Dobre,  of  Nantz,  for  supplies  furnished  the 
Alliance ;  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  ship  received  all  the  articles 
charged,  (or  I  have  examined  the  vouchers ;  but  the  Court  of  France 
had  taken  upon  itself  the  outfit  at  that  time ;  Docter  Franklm  had 
absolutely  prohibited  Mr.  Schweighauser  from  furnishing  any  thing ; 
Mr.  Schweighauser  confirmed  those  orders  firom  Nantz  to  his  house 
of  Puchelberg  &  Co.  here,  who,  contrary  to  the  instructions  of  their 
principal,  fitted  out  the  Alliance,  and  continue  to  claim  firom  the 
United  States  an  expense  which,  if  they  had  not  forced  their  services, 
would  have  been  furnished  by  the  Court  of  France,  agreeably  to  the 
arrangement  of  Mr.  de  Sartine,  the  Marine  Minister.  There  are, 
however,  a  few  articles  that  ought  to  be  paid  for,  which  I  have 
offered  to  settie  with  Mr.  Dobr£,  Mr.  Schweighauser  being  dead. 
For  this  demand  the  public  stores  in  the  arsenal  at  Nantz  are  under 
attachment,  and  were  so  several  months  without  my  knowing  it,  when 
I  took  some  arrangements  for  the  transpcnrting  a  part  to  America,  and 
was  refused  them.  I  believe,  however,  that  tiiis  attachment  will  be 
taken  off  by  tiie  time  I  return  to  Nantz,  as  I  am  informed  that  the 
Mareschal  de  Castries  has  written  to  this  place  on  the  subject,  and 
has  recommended  the  removal  of  it.  The  other  account  which  I 
allude  to,  is  th^t  of  Messrs.  John  de  Neufville  &  Son,  of  Amsterdam. 
When  I  was  at  that  place,  those  gendemen  produced  an  account, 
on  which  they  claimed  a  considerable  balance  firom  the  United 
States.  At  that  time  I  had  no  commands  fix)m  Congress  to  liquidate 
any  of  the  public  accounts ;  but,  with  the  concurrence  of  Messrs. 
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de  Neufville,  I  wrote  to  Dr.  Franklm,  recommending  it  to  him  to 
permit  me  finally  to  settle  this  one  by  an  aibitration  of  two  or  more 
persons,  to  be  indiffer^itly  chosen  at  Amsterdam,  to  which  Mr. 
Franklin  readily  consented.  I  remained  at  Amsterdam  on  purpose 
for  this  answer,  but  when  it  came,  Messrs.  de  NeufviUe  altered  their 
minds,  and  refused  to  submit  the  matter  to  any  persons.  I  write  the 
fact  simply  without  any  obsenrations ;  but  I  thought  the^  accounts 
merited  an  investigation.  And  my  only  motive  for  now  giving  you 
the  trouble  of  these  particulars  b  to  shew  you  that  there  were  no 
obstructions  thrown  in  the  wajr  by  tbo  9&%U^  o(  Congress  to  a 
setdement  in  Holland. 

The  underwriters  on  the  Elizabeth  have  cm  action  depending  in 
England,  and  msist  on  my  waiting  the  detonoiination.  I  expect  a 
suit  at  law  with  thenu 

Mr.  Franklin  b  makmg  out  a  copy  of  his  bill  bool,  Mr.  Jay  has 
written  to  Madrid  concerning  his,  and  Mr.  Adams  has  furnished 
his;  in  which,  from  an  inspection  I  have  made,  there  appears  one 
bill  to  have  been  twice  paid.  I  shall  give  you  a  more  particular 
statement  wh^i  I  have  been  enabled  to  compare  the  bills  which  are 
in  the  hands  of  Fizeaux  Grand  &  Co.,  of  Amsterdam,  with  the 
account.  The  Polacre  Caprice,  Joachim  la  Douarin,  master,  from 
Rochfort  to  Philadelphia,  with  the  remainder  of  the  public  stores 
that  lay  there,  will  proceed  as  soon  as  possible,  and  the  bills  of  lading 
will  be  forwarded  you  from  thence  by  Mr.  Zachariah  Loreilhe. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TJIOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMiJ  BARCLAY  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

L'Orient,  November  15, 1784. 
Sir, 
1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  two  letters,  one  of  which  was  sent 
to  my  care  by  Mr.  Adams,  the  other  from  Mr.  Dumas  at  the  Hague, 
together  with  one  addressed  to  Mr.  Van  Berckel. 

You  will  doubdess  have  information  in  these  letters  that  the 
Emperor  is  marching  forty-five  thousand  troops  to  the  Low  Coun- 
tries, and  that  the  Imperisd  and  Dutch  Ministers  are  withdrawn  fix>m 
the  Courts  of  each  other.    Tbb  seems  to  be  the  only  news  at  present 
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of  anj  consequence;   The  town  and  port  of  L'OrieDt  iure  nowfrc«  tb 
die  vessels  of  every  nation,  and  open  for  the  reception  and  sale  of  any 
article  of  commeree  save  manniactured  tobacco  and  the  jprivate  trade 
fiom  India,  the  last  condnumg  under  Ae  late  prohibition. 
I  beg  leave  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


-o— u 


FROK  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  BJlRCLAT. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  April  15, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  sending  you,  herewith  ^iclosed,  four  copies  of 
f^  a  statement  of  the  duties  payable  by  vessels  'ot  ^  United  States  of 
America  in  the  ports  of  Marseilles,  Bayonne,  L'Orient,  and  Dunldik." 
I  think  it  would  be  well  to  kkfarta  ydursdf  and  me  whether  Spaiv  pays 
exactly  the  same  duties* 

I  also  send  by  this  opportimiQr  a  copy  of  it  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  whom 
Congress  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  theit  Mmister  Plenipotentiary 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  in  the  room  of  Doctor  Franklin,  who,  at 
his  request,  has  leave  to  return. 

The  Treasury  Department  is  again  oigimi^.  Mr.  Osgood  and 
Mr.  Walter  Livingston,  two  of  the  commissioners  lately  appointed^ 
having  accepted  and  proceeded  to  do  business.  Mr.  Gervais,  of 
South  Carolina,  who  had  also  been  i^pomted,  declining  to  serve^ 
others  have  been  put  in  nominauon,  and  a  third  commissioner  will 
soon  be  elected* 

I  shall  be  happy  to  receive  from  you  such  mformation  from  time  to 
time  as  you  may  think  useful  or  interestmg.  Be  pleased  to  make 
my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Barclay,  and  believe  me  to  be,  dear  sir,  with 
great  esteem,  &;c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


rllOK  TH<HfA8  BAACLAr  TO  #0raV  JAT* 

L'Orieat,  April  17, 1785. 
Sir, 

1  must  entrebt  the  faVor  of  you  t6  lay  a  request,  winch  I  make 
through  you,  before  Ccmgress ;  and  beg  you  will  lavor  me  with  an 
answer  as  soon  as  convenient. 

It  is  for  pmnission  to  return  to  America,  where  the  state  of  mj 
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IlKiyMe  afim  yeijr  mqoh  roquire»  my  presence  finr  a  short  time,  andi 
wbeie  I  m^,  penfonajly,  be  able  to.  oommi,uuicate  the  partJculars  oi 
those  tranaactioiia  that  have  passed  thiough  my  bands  sinoe  I  had  the 
honor  of  being  a  servant  of  the  pubhe.  Added  to  these  considarationa 
Aere  ase  some  arrangements  necessary  to  be  made  in  the  consular 
department,  and  it  would  be  a  iavorable  (^pprtunity  for  me  to  take 
the  commands  of  Congress  on  that  subject* 
I  haYe  the  honoi  to  be,  Uo., 

THOMAS  BARCX4Ay, 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOHAS  BARCLAT. 

Sir, 
I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
granting  you  the  permission  tequested  in  your  letter  of  the  17th  April 
last  to  retiun  to  this  country  in  the  fall,  and  pass  the  winter  m  it. 
This  letter  will  be  accompanied  by  a  packet  of  newspapers,  which 
will  mform  you  of  the  most  recent  oceurxencea  here.  Governor 
Rude(%e  is  appomted  Minister  to  the  Hague,  and  we  hope  it  wiU  be 
igpeeable  to  him  to  accept  that  place ;  but  his  answer  has  not  yel 
veached  us.  As  yet  we  haye  no  advices  of  Mr.  Adams  being  in 
London,  though  we  haye  reas^a  to  thii^  libat  he  must  have  gone 
there  long  before  this  time.  Doctor  fVankHn  is  piobaUy  on  his  way 
here;  if  not  be  pleased  to  infonn  pie  of  it  by  the  next  packet,  for  I 
omit  nmting  to  him  only  from  an  apprehension  that  my  letters  would 
arrive  in  hia  absence. 

I  am,  fee.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Pani,  August  7, 1785. 
Sir, 
Having  just  heard  of  a  ship  bound  from  Amsterdam  to  America,  I 
Ifke  die  chance  of  reaching  her  I^ythis  post  to  inforn^you  that  Ibave 
received  a  letter- from  Bordeaux,  with  advices  that  the  Algerines  have 
declared  war  with  the  United  States,  i^id  are  fitting  out  several  vesseli| 
to  cruise  against  them.    I  have  this  matter  confinned  from  L'Orienti 
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and,  theref(»«,  though  possibly  it  maj  not  prore  true,  I  think  it  my 
duty  to  mention  it  to  you,  submitting  to  your  judgment  what  use  you 
will  make  of  the  report,  or  whether  it  will  be  proper  to  mention  it  at 
all  until  it  b  confirmed  or  contradicted,  which  shall  be  as  soon  as  I 
get  any  fiudier  information.  I  would  forward  you  the  original 
mtelligence,  but  I  sent  it  to  Mr.  Jefibrson,  and  cannot  recover  it  in 
time  for  the  post  in  Holland.   • 

A  few  days  ago  I  received  your  letter,  with  the  enclosures,  relative 
to  the  expenses  of  the  free  ports ;  and  will  send  you  the  papers  you 
want  as  soon  as  they  can  be  completed. 

I  remain,  &c.,  THOMAS  BARCLAT. 


raOM  KB.  F0I7LANGK  TO  THE   DIBSCTOB8  OF   COMlfKBCE  OF  THX 
PROVINCE   OF   GUTENNE. 

Translation* 

Toulon,  July  14, 1785. 

Gentlemen, 
Mr.  de  ligondes,  who  has  just  arrived  from  Algiers,  on  board  of 
the  frigate  Minerva,  of  which  he  b  commander,  informs  me  that  that 
Regency  was  arming  eight  vesseb  (xebecks  and  barques)  of  from 
eighteen  to  thirty-four  guns,  destined  to  cruise  from  Cape  St.  Vmcent 
to  the  Azores,  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  vesseb  of  the  United 
States,  against  whom  they  have  declared  war.  I  hasten,  gentiemen, 
to  give  you  notice  of  this,  not  only  on  account  of  the  interest  which 
your  place  may  have  in  those  vesseb,  but  also  that  you  will  have  the 
goodness  to  make  it  known  to  the  American  captains.  The  Algerines 
have  another  divbion  of  four  vesseb,  but  they  are  too  small  to  cause 
uneasiness. 

1  have  the  honor,  &c., 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMiJ  BARCLAY. 

OiBee  for  Foreign  Affiun,  AugUft  3, 1785. 
Sir, 

In  my  letter  to  jrou  of  the  15th  ultimo,  by  tiie  French  packet,  1 

had  the  pleasure  of  enclosing  the  copy  of  an  act  of  Ck>ngress,  (of 

which  I  now  send  a  duplicate,)  permitting  you  to  come  here  in  the 

fall,  and  return  eariy  in  the  spring. 
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I  bare  now  the  bbnor  of  transmitdDg  to  you,  herewith  enclosed, 
a  copy  of  another  act  of  Congress  of  the  18th  ultimo,  calling  for  an 
abstract  of  the  settlement  you  have  made  of  the  accounts  of  the 
United  States,  and  others  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  expend- 
itures of  public  moneys  in  Europe. 

With  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  I  am,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY, 


JSxtraci  from  the  Journal  of  Congress^  July  3,  1785. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McHenry, 

Ordered^  That  T.  Barclay,  Commissioner  for  Accounts  in  Europe, 
report  to  Congress  an  abstract  of  the  settlement  he  has  made  of  the 
accounts  of  the  servants  of  the  United  States,  and  others  who  have 
been  entrusted  with  the  expenditure  of  public  moneys  m  Europe. 


FBOM  THOMAS  BABCLAT  TO  JOHN  JAT.      ^ 

Fttria,  October  11, 1785. 

Sir, 

I  am  favored  with  your  letter  covering  a  resolution  of  Congress 
that  I  shall  furnish  an  abstract  of  the  public  accounts  which  I  have 
setded. 

I  shall  leave  Paris  in  about  ten  days,  before  which  time  I  expect 
to  be  able  to  send  out  some  ^at  are  now  arranging,  together  with 
the  abstract  desired  and  my  own  account  with  the  United  States. 
Id  the  mean  time, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  THOMAS  BARCLAY. 


VBOM  THOMAS  BABCLAT  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Ckdiz,  May  14, 1786. 
Sir, 
Before  my  departure  from  Paris  I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a 
letter  from  you,  desiring  me  to  send  you  an  account  of  the  expenses 
which  are  paid  at  the  four  free  ports  in  France  by  American  and 
Spanish  vessels.  It  was  my  intention,  after  collecting  these  papers, 
to  s^d  them  out  to  you  under  erne  view;  but  I  have  been  disap- 
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pcMnted  m  proeuriog  Uiem,  for  reasons  that  I  eanaot  well  ^qplain, 
because  I  am  not  entirely  master  of  theou 

That  from  Mr.  Francis  Coffin,  of  Dunkiik,  has  goC  to  St.  Ge»- 
mains,  where  my  papers  and  fiunily  are,  and  I  have'  directed  lb. 
Frederick  Ast  to  forward  you 'three  copies  of  it. 

Mr.  Etienne  Cathalan,  of  Marseilles,  wrote  me  thai  he  made 
various  applications  there  without  success,  and  that  a  great  back- 
wardness appeared  both  in  the  Spanish  Ck>nsuls  and  in  the  custom- 
house officers  to  ^ve  it  to  him.  I  have  again  requested  his  attentioa 
to  the  subject. 

At  L'Orient  I  met  with  the  same  obstacle ;  was  repeatedly  piomised 
the  papers,  and  my  stay  there  being  short,  Mr.  Zacbariah  L(M:eilhe 
undertook  to  send  it  to  you. 

Enclosed  you  have  that  from  Baymne,  in  whidi  the  ehaiges  of 
Spanish  and  American  ships  are  the  same,  and  amomU  to  150  livres 
12  sols.  There  is  one  article  m  all  the  ports  of  France  which 
appears  to  me  a  grievance,  and  which  I  wish  our  ships  could  g^ 
clear  of;  I  mean  that  of  brdcerage,  a  charge  for  little  or  no  service, 
from  40  to  80  livres  on  each  vessel.  What  I  think  much  wanted,  is 
a  permission  for  the  Americans  to  do  their  business  themselves, 
and  not  to  be  obliged  to  pay  a  hrcker  whether  he  is  employed  or 
not. 

The  charge  for  diis  article  at  L'Orient  would  by  tfus  time  have 
been  100  or  120  livres^  owing  to  the  encroachment  of  the  looker, 
had  I  not  opposed  him,  and  even  suffered  an  action  at  law  to  be 
brought  agamst  me.  In  all  your  commuids  I  b^  you  will  bdieve 
me,  with  great  respect,  dear  sir, 

Your  very  obedient  humUe  servant,  ' 

THOMAS  BARCLAY. 
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CHABGES   AT  THE    FORT  OF   BATONNE. 

m 

lAv.  8.  d. 

Entiy  at  the  bar,  where  a  boat  must  be  taken 16    6    0 

Anodier  boat  must  be  taken  to  come  up  the  harbor  •,••••  13    6    0 
And  if  any  more  boats  are  employed,  which  are  optional, 

the  same  price  for  each. 
Brokerage  for  doing  the  ship's  business,  entering,  and 

clearing  her 40    0    0 

Charges  of  Admiralty  and  passports 82    0    0 

Livres^  151  12    0 


PAiETiomiABS  of  Port  Charges  at  DuaJcirk  on  a  French  or  Spaniih^ 
Vessel  of  the  burthen  of  one  hundred  iansy  from  a  Coasting 
Voyage^  viz : 

Liv.  s.  d. 

Assistance  of  a  boat  inwards 9    0    0 

Pilotage  inwards,  at  3s.  per  ton 15    0    0 

Report  of  the  Admiralty 4    0    6 

Hire  of  skeeds  when  ^nployed 3    0    0 

Crauger's  fees  for  measuring 1  10    0 

Admiral's  passport 2    8    9 

Registering  the  same,  key-master's  fees,  searchers,  &;c. ...  6  17    6 

Ballast,  20  tons,  at  125.  per  ton 12    0    0 

Pilotage  outwards,  at  2^.  per  ton ••.••• 10    0    0 

Broker's  and  Interpreter's  fees 40    0    0 

Liwes,  103  16    9 

N.  B.  When  an  anchor  and  cable  is  left  in  die  roads,  65.  per  ton 
on  the  burthen  of  the  ships  is  paid  for  salvage.  The  French  and 
Spanish  ships  pay  no  bank  pilotage. 
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Particulabs  of  Port  Charges  at  DumkirJc  an  a  Foreign  Slip  of 

the  burthen  of  one  hvihdred  tons  from  a  Coasting  Voyage^  (».  e.) 
English f  Dutch f  Danes,  Swedes,  Americans,  and  others,  viz: 

lAm.  s.  d. 

'Assbtance  of  a  boat  inwards •••••• 9    0  0 

Pilotage  inwards,  5^.  perton ••••••• •  .525    0  0 

Report  of  the  Admiralty 4    0  9 

Hire  of  skeeds when  employed • ••••••3    0  0 

Ganger's  fees  (or  measuring  the  ship ••••••••••••3    0  0 

Anchorage,  at  3«.  per  ton ««««.15  00 

fo.  per  livie  on  do.«. ••••••••••••  4  10 

19  10  0 

Admiral'spassport.«««««»...««.« ••••••••  2    8  9 

Registering  the  same,  key-master's  fees,  searchers,  &c.  ••  •  6  17  6 

Ballast,  30  tons,  at  125.  per  ton 12    0  0 

Pilotage  outwards,  at  4t.  per  ton 20    0  0 

Broker's  and  Interpreter's  fees  for  assbting  the  master  in 
bis  report  at  the  Admiralty,  custcnn,  and  Navy  oflices, 
provmg  his  clearances,  and  assistmg  in  all  hb  transac- 
tions  • • 40    0  0 

Livres,  144  16^ 

N.  B.  When  an  anchor  and  cable  b  left  in  the  roads,  3s.  per  ton 
b  paid  on  the  burthen  of  foreign  vessels  fen*  salvage,  such  vesseb  pay 
for  bank  pilotage  4s.  per  ton  over  and  above  tiie  in  and  outward 
pilotage  mentioned  in  the  above  account  when  the  masters  take  a 
pilot  to  carry  them  through  the  banks. 

The  report  of  a  vessel  from  a  long  voyage  called  long  eours,  Is 
12;io.  105.  6d.,  instead  of  4Uv. 

The  Admiral's  passport  for  a  long  voyage  b  12Kv.  85.  9d.,  and 
the  regbtering  the  same,  key-master's  fees,  searchers,  be,  b  15Kv. 
75. 6(2.,  instead  of  6liv.  Us.  6d. 
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FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Pfeissy,  September  10, 1789. 
sMTy 

1  have  received  a  letter  from  a  very  respectable  persoa  in  America 
oootaiimig  the  following  words,  vis: 

<<  it  is  xxxifideDtly  repeated,  propagated,  and  believed  by  some 
^tniGog  UB,  that  the  Court  of  France  was  at  ibt  bottom  against  out 
<  obtaiiimg  the  fish^  and  territCMj  in  that  great  extent,  in  which  both 
'are  secured  to  us  by  the  trea^;  diat  ourMimster  at  that  Court 
'favored,  or  did  not  oppose  this  design  against  us,  and  that  it  was 
'enMrefy  c^wmg  to  the  firmness,  sagacity,  and  disinterestedness  of 
'Mr.  Adams,  with  whom  Mr.  Jay  united,  that  we  have  obtained 
'these  imp(Nrtant  advantages." 

It  is  not  my  purpose  to  dispute  any  share  of  the  honor  of  that 
treaty  which  the  friends  of  my  colleagues  may  be  disposed  to  give 
them;  but  having  now  spent  fifty  years  of  my  life  in  public  offices 
and  trusts,  and  havmg  still  one  amintion  left,  that  of  carrying  the 
ebaract^  of  fidelity,  at  lea^  to  the  grave  widi  me,  I  camiot  allow 
tbtt  I ^i^as  betuaid  anyi>f  them  mzeal  and  fidthfiifaiess.  I,  therefiHv, 
thiidc  that  I  ought  not  to  "su^  an  accusaticm,  which  falls  little  short 
^  treason  to  my  country,  to  pass  without  notice,  when  the  means 
of  efl^otual  vindication  are  at  hand.  You,  sir,  were  a  witness  of 
my  conduct  in  that  afiair.  To  you  and  my  other  colleagues  I  appeal 
by  sending  to  each  a  similar  letter  with  tUs,  and  I  have  no  doubt  of 
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your  readiness  to  do  a  brother  Commissioner  justice  by  certificates 
that  will  entirely  destroy  the  effect  of  that  accusation. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  tic,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  BBNJUPN  FRANKLIN. 

VaMBjy  September  11»  1781. 
Sir, 

I  have  been  fiivored  with  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  will  answer 
it  explicidy.  I  have  no  reason  whatever  to  believe  that  yoo  woe 
averse  to  our  obtaining  the  fiill  extent  of  boundary  and  fisheiy 
secured  to  us  by  the  treaty.  Your  conduct  respecting  them  through 
out  the  negotiation  indicated  a  strcmg,  a  steady  attachm^it  to  both 
those  objects,  and,  in  my  opinion,  promoted  the  attainment  of  them. 

I  remember  that  in  a  conversaticm  which  M.  de  Rayneval,  the 
first  Secretary  of  Count  de  Vergennes,  had  with  yo#a&d  me,  in  the 
summer  of  1783,  you  contended  for  our  full  right  to  the  fishe^,  and 
aigued  it  on  various  principles. 

Your  letters  to  me  when  in  Spun,  considered  our  territory  as 
extending  to  the  Mississippi,  and  expressed  your  opmion  against 
ceding  the  navigation  of  that  river  in  very  strong  and  pointed  terms. 

In  short,  sir,  I  do  not  recollect  the  least  difierence  in  sentiments 
between  us  respecting  the  boundaries  or  fisheries.  On  the  contrary, 
we  were  unanimous  and  united  in  adhering  to  and  insisting  on  them. 
Nor  did  I  percdve  the  least  disposition  in  either  of  us  to  recede  finom 
our  claims  to  be  satisfied  with  less  than  we  obtained. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKUN. 

TmB,  September  13«  178S. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on 

the  10th  of  this  month,  in  which  you  say  you  have  received  a  letter 

from  a  very  respectable  person  in  America,  containing  the  fdlowing 

words,  viz:  « It  b  confidendy  reported,  propagated,  and  believed  by 

<some  among  us,  that  the  Court  of  France  was  at  the  bottom  against 

<  our  obtaining  the  fishery  and  territory  in  that  great  extent  in  winch 

<both  are  secured  to  us  by  the  treaty;  that  our  Minister  at  the 

^  Court  favored,  or  did  not  oppose  this  design  against  us;  and  that  it 
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'  was  ^tirely  owbg  to  the  firamess,  sagacity,  and  disinterestedness  of 
<Mr.  Adams,  with  whom  Mr.  Jay  united,  that  we  have  ob  tamed 
^  those  imp(»tant  advantages.'' 

It  b  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  any  thing  upon  this  subject  more 
than  to  quote  the  words  which  I  wrote  in  the  evening  of  the  30th 
of  November,  1782,  and  which  have  been  received  and  read  in 
Ccmgress,  viz :  ^<As  soon  as  I  arrived  in  Paris,  I  waited  on  Mr.  Jay, 
'and  learned  iGxim  him  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  negotiation. 
<  Nothing  that  has  happened  since  the  beginning  of  the  controversy 
<m  1761,  has  ever  struck  me  more  forcibly  or  afl»cted  me  more 
'intimately  than  that  entire  coincidence  of  principles  and  opinion 
'between  him  and  me.  In  about  three  dajrs  I  went  out  to  Passy, 
'and  spent  the  evening  with  Dr.  Fra,nklin,  and  entered  largely  into 
'conversation  with  him  upon  the  course  and  present  state  of  our 
'  fcnreign  affiurs.  I  told  him  my  opinion  without  reserve  of  the  policy 
'of  this  Court,  and  of  the  principles,  wisdom,  and  firmness  with 
'  which  Mr.  Jay  had  conducted  the  negotiation  in  his  sickness  and  my 
'  absence,  and  that  1  was  determmed  to  support  Mr.  Jay  to  the  utmost 
'of  my  power  in  pursuit  of  the  same  system.  The  Doctor  heard  me 
'  patiently,  and  said  nothing." 

"The  first  conference  we  had  afterwards  with  Mr.  Oswald  in 
'considering  one  point  and  another.  Dr.  Franklin  turned  to  Mr.  Jay, 
'  and  said, '  I  am  of  your  opinion,  and  will  go  on  with  these  gentlemen 
'without  consulting  this  Court.*  He  has  accordingly  met  us  in  most 
'of  our  conferences,  and  has  gone  on  with  us  in  entire  harmony  and 
'unanimity  throughout,  and  has  been  able  and  usefiil,  both  by  his 
'sagaciQr  and  reputation,  in  the  whole  negotiation."* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

Passy,  September  IS,  1783. 

Sir,  I  received,  a  few  days  smce,  the  private  letter  your  Excellency 
did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  of  the  13th  of  June.  I  regret 
with  you  the  resignation  of  the  late  Secretary.  Your  present  cares 
are  increased  by  it,  and  it  will  be  difficult  to  find  a  successor  of 
equal  abilities. 

*  For  further  information  on  this  subject,  and  particularly  for  an  account  of  the 
port  taken  by  Dr.  Franklin  in  the  negotiation  before  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Jay  and 
Mr.  Adams,  see  the  North  American  Reyiew  for  January,  1830,  p.  15  et  seqq. 
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We  found  no  difficulty  in  decyphering  the  resolution  of  Congress. 
l%e  commission's  have  taken  no  notice  (^  it  m  our  public  letter. 

I  am  happ7  to  hear  that  both  the  device  and  workmanship  of  the 
medal  are  approved  mth  you,  as  they  have  the  good  fortune  to  be 
by  the  best  judges  on  this  side  of  the  water.  It  has  been  esteemed 
a  well^med  as  well  as  a  well-mmted  compliment  here,  and  has  its 
good  effects.  Smce  the  two  first,  which  you  menticm  as  received,  I 
have  sent,  by  diffeifent  opportunities,  so  many  as  that  ev^ry  member  of 
Congress  might  have  one.   I  hope  they  are  come  to  hand  lathis  time. 

I  wtote  a  long  letter  to  Mr.  Lamgston,  by  Mr.  Barney,  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  refer,  enclosing  a  copy. 

We  had,  before  signing  the  de&itive  treaty,  i^eived  the  ratifica- 
tion  of  the  preliminary  articles  by  his  Britannic  Majesty,  exchanged 
with  us  by  Mr.  Hardey  for  that  of  die  Congress.  I  said  herewith 
a  copy  of  the  first  and  last  clauses. 

In  a  firmer  letter  I  mentioned  the  volunteer  proceedings  of  a 
merchant  at  Alicant  towards  obtaining  a  treaty  between  us  and  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco.  We  have  since  received  a  letter  horn  a 
person  who  says,  as  you  will  see  by  the  copy  enclosed,  that  he  is 
sent  by  the  Emperor  to  be  the  bearer  of  his  answer  Xo  the  United 
States,  and  tiiat  he  is  arrived  in  Spain  on  his  way  to  Paris.  He  has 
not  yet  appeared  hare,  and  we  hardly  know  what  answer  to  ^ve 
him.  I  hope  the  sending  a  Minister  to  that  Court,  as  recommended 
in  my  last,  has  been  taken  into  consideration,  or  at  least  that  some 
instructions  respecting  that  nation  have  been  sent  to  your  Minister 
in  Spam,  who  b  better  situated  than  we  are  for  such  a  negotiation. 

The  Minbter  from  Denmark  often  speaks  to  me  about  the  pro- 
posed treaty,  of  which  a  copy  went  by  Mr.  Barney.  No  commis- 
sion to  sign  it,  nor  any  instructions  fiom  Congress  relating  to  it,  are 
yet  received ;  and  though  pressed,  I  have  not  ventuared  to  do  any 
thing  further  in  the  affiur. 

I  fiurward  herewith  a  letter  to  the  Congress  from  the  city  of  Ham- 
burg. I  understand  that  a  good  dispositicm  towards  us  prevuls  thete, 
which  it  may  be  well  to  encourage. 

No  answer  has  yet  been  given  me  fic«n  the  Court  of  PcNrtugal, 
respectmg  the  plan  of  a  treaty  concerted  between  its  Ambassador 
here  and  me.  He  has  been  unwell  and  much  in  the  country,  so 
that  I  have  not  seen  him  lately.  I  suspect  that  the  false  or  exag- 
gerated reports  of  the  distracted  situation  of  our  Govemm^t^  indus- 
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triously  propagated  throughout  Europe  by  our  enemies,  have  made 
an  impression  in  that  kingdom  to  our  disadvantage,  and  inclined 
them  to  hesitate  in  forming  a  connexion  with  us*  Questions  asked 
me,  and  observations  made  by  several  of  the  foreign  Minbters  here, 
convince  me  that  the  idle  stories  of  our  disunion,  contempt  of 
antboritj,  refiisal  to  pay  taxes,  &c»,  have  been  too  much  creditedi 
and  been  very  injurious  to  oiu:  reputation. 

I  sent  before  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  wrote  to  the  Grand  Master  of 
Malta,  with  a  present  of  our  medal.  With  this  you  will  have  a 
copy  of  his  answer*  I  send  also  a  copy  of  a  note  I  received  firom 
the  Pope's  Nuncio.  He  b  very  civil  on  all  occasions,  and  has 
mentioned  the  possibility  of  an  advantageous  trade  America  might 
have  with  the  Ecclesiastical  State,  which  he  says  has  two  good 
ports,  Civita  Vecchia  and . 

This  Court  contbues  favorable  to  us.  -Count  de  Vergennes  was 
resolute  in  refusing  to  sign  the  definitive  treaty  with  England  before 
ours  was  signed.  The  English  Minbters  were  offended,  but  com- 
plied. I  am  convinced  that  Court  will  never  cease  endeavoring  to 
disunite  us.  We  shall,  I  hope,  be  constantly  on  our  guard  against 
those  machmations,  for  our  safety  consbts  in  a  steady  adherence  to 
our  firiends;  and  our  reputation  in  a  faithfiil  regard  to  treaties,  and  in 
t  gratefiil  conduct  towards  our  benefactors. 

I  send  herewith  sundry  memorials  rec(Mmnended  to  my  care  by 
Count  de  Vergennes,  viz :  one  respecting  a  claim  of  Messieurs  Fosters, 
of  Bordeaux ;  one  of  M.  Pequet ;  and  one  of  M.  Bayard.  The 
Congress  will  take  such  notice  of  them  as  they  shall  think  proper. 

With  great  esteem,  &c.,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FSOX  BENJAMIH  F&ANKLHI  TO  LCWIS   B.  MORRIS.* 

Paasy.  September  14, 1783. 
Sir, 

I  received  by  the  Washington  the  bills  and  accounts  mentioned 
m  yours  of  the  5th  June,  and  shall  soon  send  you  an  account  of  the 
disposition  of  the  money. 

My  account  as  stated  by  you  appears  to  be  correct. 

With  much  esteem,  &c.,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


*Mr.  Morris  was  a  Secretary  in  the  Department  of  Forei^  Affairs. 
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FROM  DAVID   HARTLEY  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Bath,  September  fU,  1783. 
My  dear  Friend, 

1  am  at  present  at  Bath,  with  my  dearest  sister,  whom  I  have 
found  as  well  as  I  could  have  expected,  and  I  hope  with  reasonable 
prospect  of  recovery  in  time.  I  have  seen  my  friends  in  the 
ministry,  and  hope  things  will  go  on  well ;  with  them  I  am  sure  all 
is  right  and  firm*  Tlie  chief  part  of  the  Cabinet  Ministers  are  out 
of  town,  but  there  will  be  a  fiiU  Cabinet  held  in  a  few  days,  in 
which  a  specific  proposition,  in  the  nature  of  a  temporary  convention, 
will  be  given  in  instructions  to  me;  I  imagine  hearly  upon  the 
ground  of  my  memorial  of  May  19th,  1783,  which  I  delivered  to  the 
American  Ministers,  viz:  << American  ships  not  to  bring  foreign 
manufactures  mto  Great  Britain,  nor  to  trade  directly  between  the 
British  West  Indies  and  Great  Britain ;"  all  the  rest  to  be  as  before 
the  war.  I  expect  that  something  to  this  effect  will  be  their 
determination  in  the  afi[air,  and  if  it  should  be  so,  I  shall  hope  not  to 
meet  with  difficulty  on  your  parts.  I  want  to  see  some  specific 
beginning.  As  to  any  further  proposition  respecting  the  trade 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  British  West  Indies,  I  doubt  whether 
any  such  can  be  discussed  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament.  I 
wish  to  look  forward  not  only  to  the  continuation  of  peace  between 
our  two  countries,  but  to  the  improvement  of  reconciliation  into 
alliance,  and  therefore  I  wish  the  two  parties  to  be  disposed  to 
accommodate  each  other,  without  the  strict  accounts  by  weights  and 
scales,  as  between  aliens  and  strangers,  actuated  towards  each  other 
by  no  other  principle  than  cold  and  equalizing  indifference.  Friendly 
dispositions  presumed  have  their  fairest  chance  of  being  realized,  but 
if  we  should  set  out  presuming  against  them,  the  good  which  might 
have  happened  may  be  prevented.  Pray  remember  me  to  your 
three  colleagues,  and  to  all  fiiends. 

Yours  ever,  most  aflfectionately,  D.  HARTLEY. 

P.  S.  I  have  put  m  a  word  for  our  Quaker  article^  and  I  hope  with 
some  impression. 
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FBOM  BKNJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OF    CONGRESS. 

Ptosy,  September  97, 1783. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Tbaxter^  late  Secretary  of  Mr.  Adams,  who  is  charged  with 
all  our  despatches  that  were  intended  to  go  by  the  French  packet 
boat,  writes  from  L'Orient,  that  though  he  arrived  there  two  days 
before  the  time  appointed  for  her  sailing,  he  missed  reaching  her  by 
four  hours ;  but  another  light  vessel  was  fitting,  and  would  sail  the 
21st  instant,  in  which  he  hoped  to  arrive  at  New  Yoric  nearly  as 
soon  as  the  packet.  We  shall  send  duplicates  by  the  next  from 
hence. 

In  the  meantime  I  enclose  a  printed  copy  of  the  definitive  treaty, 
which  I  hear  is  ratified.  Indeed  we  have  the  ratification  of  the 
preliminaries. 

Mr.  Hartley,  when  he  left  us,  expected  to  return  in  three  weeks, 
in  order  to  proceed  with  us  in  forming  a  treaty  of  commerce.  The 
ne^  commissbn  that  was  intended  for  us  is  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

With  great  respect,  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  be., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  DAVID   HARTLEY. 

Passy,  October  16, 1783. 
My  dear  fiiend, 

1  have  nothing  material  to  write  to  you  respecting  public  afiiiirs, 
but  I  cannot  let  Mr.  Adams,  who  will  see  you,  go  without  a  line  to 
mquire  after  your  welfare,  to  inform  you  of  mine,  and  assure  you  of 
my  constant  respect  and  attachment. 

I  think  with  you  that  your  Quaker  article  b  a  good  one,  and  that 
men  will  in  time  have  sense  enough  to  adopt  it;  but  I  fear  that  time 
is  not  yet  come. 

What  would  you  think  of  a  proposition,  if  I  should  make  it,  of  a 
compact  between  England,  France,  and  America?  America  would 
be  as  happy  as  the  Sabine  girls,  if  she  could  be  the  means  of  uniting 
in  perpetual  peace  her  father  and  her  husband.  What  repeated  follies 
are  those  repeated  wars !  You  do  not  want  to  conquer  and  govern 
one  another.  Why  then  should  you  be  continually  employed  in 
injuring  and  destroying  one  another  ?  How  many  excellent  things 
might  have  been  done  to  promote  the  internal  welfare  of  each 
country ;  what  bridges,  roads,  canals,  and  other  usefiil  public  works 
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and  institutions,  tending  to  the  common  felicity,  might  have  been 
made  and  established  with  the  money  and  men  fooUshly  spent  during 
the  last  seven  centuries  by  our  mad  wars  in  doing  one  another 
mischief!  You  are  near  neighbors,  and  each  have  very  respectable 
qualities.  Learn  to  be  quiet,  and  to  respect  each  other's  rights.  Tou 
are  all  Christians.  One  b  the  most  Christian  Kmgy  and  the  other 
defender  of  the  faith.  Manifest  the  propriety  of  these  tides  by  your 
future  conduct.  "  By  this,'*  says  Christ,  "  shall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love  one  another."  Seek  peace,  and  ensure  it. 
Adieu,  yours,  fcc,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FBOM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLm  TO  DAVtD   HABfTLCT. 

Passy,  October  22, 1783. 

I  received  my  dear  friend's  kmd  letter  of  the  4th  instant  from  BaA, 
with  your  proposed  tempcnrary  convention,  which  you  desire  me  to 
show  to  my  colleagues.  They  are  both  by  this  time  in  London, 
where  you  will  undoubtedly  see  and  converse  with  them  on  the 
subject.  The  apprehension  you  mention  that  the  cement  of  die 
confederation  may  be  annihilated,  &c.,  has  not,  I  think,  any  founda- 
tion. There  is  sense  enough  in  America  to  take  care  of  their  own 
china  vise.  I  see  much  in  your  papers  about  our  divisions  and 
distractions,  but  I  hear  littie  of  them  from  America ;  and  I  know  that 
most  of  the  letters  said  to  come  from  there  with  such  accounts,  are 
mere  London  fictions.  I  will  consider  attentively  the  proportion 
abovementioned  against  the  return  of  my  colleagues,  when  I  hope 
our  commission  will  have  arrived. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  your  dear  sist^s  recovery  advances,  and  that 
your  brother  is  well*  Please  to  present  my  affectionate  respects  to 
them,  and  believe  me  ever  yours,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


eiACOMO  FRANCISCO  CBOCCO  TO  B*  FBANKLIN. 

Cadiz,  Norember  S(,  1783. 
Sir, 

On  the  I5th  of  July  last  I  had  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excel- 
lency of  my  arrival  in  Europe,  and  that  I  was  appointed  by  hia 
Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  bearer  of  the  answer  to  the 
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CioDgTess^  sovereign  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North  4iinerica, 
and  that  according  to  my  instructions  I  was  to  meet  at  Paris  the 
Ambassador  that  would  be  appointed' by  Congress  to  sign  at  the 
Court  of  Morocco  the  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce,  agreeably  to 
the  proposals  made  to  his  Imperial  Majesty  by  Robert  Montgomeiy, 
in  his  letter  dated  at  Alicant,  the  4th  of  January,  1783.  Smce  I  have 
been  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  where  I  had  sc»ne  commissions  from 
ibe  Emperor,  and  to  see  the  execution  of  them,  I  came  to  this  place, 
from  whence  I  intend  to  embark  in  three  or  four  months  forBarbary, 
unless  in  the  meantime  I  should  receive  an  answeir  &om  your  Excel- 
lency, with  orders  that  Mr.  Richard  Harrison  ^uld  give  me,  for  my 
travelling  charges,  fifteen  hundred  hard  dollars,  although  the  Courts 
of  Europe  are  accustomed  to  allow  the  Minister  of  my  master  at  the 
rate  of  ten  pounds  sterling  per  day,  while  they  are  in  Europe,  to  , 
defray  their  expenses,  besides  presents  for  their  good  ofBeee  in  those 
important  a0airs. 

His  Imperial  Majesty  was  graciously  pleased  at  my  scdieitation  to 
agree,  at  the  request  of  Congress,  to  grant  them  a  treaty  of  peace, 
(which  other  Powers  of  Europe  could  not  obtain  but  after  many 
years,)  and  my  return,  without  the  full  execution  of  his  commands,  I 
apprehend  may  forever  indispose  him  against  the  United  Provinces. 

I  remain  most  truly,  sir,  he, 

GUCOMO  FRANCISCO  CROCCO. 


FKOM  B.  IHANKLIN  TO  GIACOMO  FRANCISCO   CROCCO. 

Pftssy,  December  15, 1783. 

Sir, 

I  liave  just  recdved  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to 
me  the  25th  past.  I  did,  mdeed,  reo^ve  your  former  letter  of  July, 
but  being  totally  a  stranger  to  the  mentioned  proceedings  of  Mr. 
Montgomery,  and  having  no  ord^:8  fronL  Congress  on  the  subject,  I 
knew  not  how  to  give  you  any  satisfactory  answer  till  I  should 
receive  further  infonnation ;  and  I  communicated  your  letter  to  Mr. 
Jay,  Minister  of  the  United  States  for  Spain,  in  whose  district  Mr. 
Montgomery  is,  and  who  is  more  at  hand  than  I  am  for  commencing 
that  negotiation. 

Mr.  Jay,  ^o  is  at  present  m  England,  has  possibly  written  to  you, 
Aough  bis  letter  nmy  have  miscarried,  to  acquaint  you  that  Mr. 
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Montgomeiy  had  probably  no  authority  firom  Congress  to  take  d» 
step  he  has  done,  and  that  it  was  not  likely  that  they,  desiring  to 
make  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor,  would  think  of  putting  his  Majesty 
to  the  trouble  of  sending  a  person  to  Paris  to  receive  and  conduct 
their  Minister,  since  they  have  ships,  and  could  easily  land  him  at 
Cadiz,  or  present  him  at  one  of  the  Emperor's  ports.  We  have, 
however,  written  to  Congress,  Acquainting  them  with  what  we  had 
been  mfonned,  of  the  good  and  favorable  disposition  of  hb  Imperial 
Majesty,  to  enter  mto  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the 
United  States,  and  we  have  no  doubt  but  that,  as  soon  as  their  afiairs 
are  a  little  settled,  which,  by  so  severe  a  war  carried  cm  in  the  boweb 
of  their  country  by  one  of  the  most  powerful  nations  of  Europe^ 
have  necessarily  been  much  deranged,  they  will  readily  manifest 
equally  good  dispositions,  and  take  all  the  proper  steps  to  cultivate 
and  secure  the  friendship  of  a  monarch  whose  character  I  know  they 
have  long  esteemed  and  respected,     y 

I  am,  sir,  &c.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO   WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Ttmaji  December  15, 1783. 

My  dear  Friend, 

I  am  much  concerned  to  find  by  your  letter  to  my  grandson  that 
you  are  hurt  by  my  long  silence,  and  that  you  ascribe  it  to  a  supposed 
diminution  of  my  friendship.  Believe  me  that  b  by  no  means  the 
case;  but  I  am  too  much  harassed  by  a  variety  of  ccMrrespondence, 
together  with  gout  and  gravel,  which  mduce  me  to  postpone  doing 
what  I  often  fully  intend  to  do,  and  particularly  writing,  where  the 
urgent  necessity  of  business  does  not  seem  to  require  its  being  done 
immediately,  my  sittmg  too  much  at  the  desk  having  already  almost 
killed  me ;  besides,  since  Mr.  Jay's  residence  here,  I  imagined  he 
might  keep  you  fully  informed  of  what  was  material  for  you  to  know, 
and  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  constant  and  sincere  esteem  and 
affection. 

I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  been  informed  that  a  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, who  lives  at  Alicant,  took  upon  himself  (for  I  think  he  had 
no  authority)  to  make  overtures  last  winter  in  behalf  of  our  States 
towards  a  treaty  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco.  In  consequence  of 
his  proceedings,  I  received  a  letter  m  August  from  a  person  who 
acquainted  me  that  he  was  arrived  m  Spain  by  the  Elmperor's  ord^. 
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and  was  to  come  to  Paris,  there  to  receive  and  conduct  to  Morocco 
the  Minister  of  Congress  appointed  to  make  that  treaty,  intimatmg, 
at  the  same  time,  an  expectation  of  money  to  defray  his  expenses. 
I  communicated  the  letter  to  Mr.  Jay.  The  conduct  of  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery appeared  to  us  very  extraordinary  and  irregular,  and  the  idea 
of  a  messenger  from  Morocco  coming  to  Paris  to  meet  and  conduct 
a  Minister  of  Congress  appearing  absurd  and  extravagant,  as  well  as 
the  demand  of  money  by  a  person  unknown,  I  made  no  answer  to 
the  letter,  and  I  know  not  whether  Mr.  Jay  made  any  to  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery, who  wrote  about  the  same  time.  But  I  have  lately  received 
another  letter  from  the  same  person,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose, 
together  with  my  answer^  open  for  your  perusal,  and  it  is  submitted 
to  your  discretion  whether  to  forward  it  or  not.  The  Mir.  Crocco 
who  writes  to  me,  having  been,  as  he  says,  at  Madrid,  you  possibly 
may  know  more  of  him  than  I  can,  and  judge  whether  he  is  really 
a  person  in  credit  with  the  Emperor,  and  sent  as  he  pretends  to  be, 
or  not  rather  an  EscroCy  as  the  French  call  cheats  and  imposters. 

I  would  not  be  wanting  in  any  thing  proper  for  me  to  do  towards 
keeping  that  Prince  in  good  humor  with  us  till  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  is  known,  and  therefore  would  answer  Mr.  Crocco  if  he  be 
in  his  employ,  but  am  loth  to  conmiit  myself  in  correspondence  with 
a  Fripon.  It  will  be  strange  if,  being  at  Madrid,  he  did  not  address 
himself  to  you. 

With  great  and  unalterable  regard,  I  am  ever,  my  dear  Mend, 
yours  most  affectionately, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FBOM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  BOBEBT  MOBBIS. 

Passy,  December  35, 1783. 
Sir, 
The  remissness  of  our  people  in  paying  taxes  is  highly  blameable; 
the  unwillingness  to  pay  them  is  still  more  so.  I  see  in  some  reso- 
lutions of  town  meetings  a  remonstrance  against  giving  Congress  a 
power  to  take,  as  they  call  it,  the  peopled  money  out  of  their  pockets, 
though  only  to  pay  the  interest  and  principal  of  debts  duly  con- 
tracted. They  seem  to  mistake  the  point.  Money  jusdy  due  fix)m 
the  people  is  tiieir  creditor's  mcmey,  and  no  longer  the  money  of  the 
people,  who,  if  they  withhold  it,  should  be  compelled  to  pay  by  some 
law.    All  property,  mdeed,  except  the  savage's  temporary  cabin,  his 
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bow,  his  matchuat,  and  other  little  acquisitioDS  absolutely  necessaij 
for  his  subsistence,  seems  to  me  to  be  the  creature  of  public  conven- 
tion. Hence  the  public  has  the  right  of  regulating  descents,  and  aU 
other  conveyances  of  property,  and  even  of  limiting  the  quanti^ 
and  uses  of  it.  All  the  property  that  b  necessary  to  a  man  for  the 
conservation  of  the  individual  and  the  prppagation  (^  the  species 
b  his  natural  right,  which  none  can  justly  deprive  him  of;  but  aU 
property  superfluous  to  such  purposes  is  the  property  of  the  public, 
who  by  their  laws  have  created  it,  and  who  may,  therefore,  by  other 
laws  dispose  of  it  whenever  the  welfare  of  the  public  shall  desire 
such  disposition.  He  that  does  not  like  civil  society  on  these  terms, 
let  him  retire  and  live  among  the  savages.  He  can  have  no  right  to  the 
benefits  of  society  who  will  not  pay  hb  chib  towards  the  supped  of  it. 

The  Marqub  de  la  Fayette,  who  loves  to  be  emjdoyed  in  our 
afiairs,  and  b  often  very  useful,  has  lately  had  several  conversations 
with  the  Minbters  and  persons  concerned  in  forming  new  reguladons, 
respecting  the  commerce  between  our  two  countries,  which  are  not 
yet  concluded.  I  thought  it  thafefore  well  to  communicate  to  him 
a  copy  of  your  letter,  which  contains  so  many  sensible  and  just 
observations  on  that  subject.  He  will  make  a  proper  use  of  them, 
and  periiaps  they  may  have  more  weight,  as  appearing  to  come  from 
a  Frenchman,  than  they  would  have  if  it  were  known  that  they  were 
the  observations  of  an  American.  I  perfectly  agree  with  you  m  all 
die  sentim^ts  you  have  expressed  cm  thb  occasion. 

I  am  sorry,  for  the  public's  sake,  that  you  are  about  to  quit  your 
office ;  but  on  personal  considerations,  I  shall  congratulate  you,  for 
I  cannot  conceive  of  a  more  happy  man  than  he  who,  having  been 
long  loaded  with  public  cares,  finds  himself  relieved  firom  them,  and 
enjoying  private  repose,  in  the  bosom  of  hb  friends  and  family. 
With  sincere  regard,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  rBANKLlN  TO  THE  PmXSIDEMT  OF   00NGBE8S* 

Passy,  December  26. 1783. 
Sir, 

If  the  Congress  should  think  It  fit  to  have  a  Consul  for  the  IMted 

States  m  London,  and  do  not  appoint  one  of  our  own  cocmtrymen  to 

that  office,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  the  m^ts  of  Mr.  William  Hodg^ 
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80D,  a  merchant  of  that  city,  who  has  always  been  a  zealous  friend 
of  America,  was  a  principal  promoter  of  the  subscription  for  the 
lelief  of  American  prisoners,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  f(^ 
dispensing  the  money  raised  by  that  subscription.  He  also  took  the 
mmble  of  applying  the  OKHieys  I  furnished  him  with,  when  the 
subscription  was  exhausted,  and  constantly  assisted  me  in  all  the 
negotiations  I  had  with  the  British  Ministers,  in  their  favor,  wherein 
he  generally  succeeded,  being  a  man  of  weight  and  credit,  very 
active,  and  much  esteemed  for  his  probity  and  inte^ty.  These  his 
services,  continued  steadily  during  the  whole  war,  seem  to  entitle 
him  to  the  fiivorable  notice  of  Congress,  whmi  any  occasion  oEhrs  of 
dcHng  him  service  or  pleasure. 
With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  DAVID   HARTLEY  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

London,  March  9, 1784. 
My  dear  Friend, 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  transmit  the  enclosed  to  Mr.  Jay  ?  I 
am  s(MTy  that  we  are  gomg  to  lose  him  from  this  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
If  your  American  ratification  should  arrive  speedily,  I  might  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  again  before  his  departure.  As  soon 
as  I  hear  fiom^  you  of  the  arrival  of  your  ratification,  I  will  imme- 
diately apply  ibr  the  despatch  of  the  British  ratification.  I  wish 
very  much  to  have  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with  you  again.  In 
hopes  that  that  time  may  come  soon,  I  have  nothing  further  to  say 
at  present.  Believe  me  always  to  be,  what  you  have  always  known 
me  to  have  been,  a  fiiend  of  general  philanthropy,  and  particularly 
your  ever  most  affectionate, 

D.  HARTLEY. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Passy,  March  9, 1784. 

Sir, 
I  received,  a  few  days  since;  a  letter  fix)m  Annapolis,  dated  June 
the  5th,  in  your  handwriting,  but  not  signed,  acquainting  the  Com- 
missioners with  the  causes  of  delay  in  sending  the  ratification  of  the 
d^itive  treaty.    The  i&aa  was  expired  before  that  letter  came  to 
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hand ;  but  I  hope  no  difficulty  will  arise  from  a  fiulure  in  a  point  not 
essential,  and  which  was  occasioned  by  accidents*  I  hare  just 
received  bom  Mr.  Hartley  a  letter  on  the  subject,  of  which  I  enclose 
a  copy. 

We  have  ha^  a  terrible  winter,  too,  here,  such  as  the  oldest  mea 
do  not  remember,  and  indeed  it  has  been  very  severe  all  over 
Europe. 

I  have  e^Lchanged  ratifications  with  the  Ambassador  of  Sweden, 
and  enclose  a  copy  of  that  I  received  firom  him. 

Mr.  Jay  b  lately  returned  fit)m  England.  Mr.  Laurens  is  still 
there,  but  proposes  departing  for  America  next  month,  as  does  also 
Mr.  Jay,  with  his  family.  Mr.  Adams  is  m  Holland,  where  he  has 
been  detained  by  business  and  bad  weather.  These  absences  have 
occasbned  some  delays  in  our  busmess,  but  not  of  much  importance. 

The  war  long  expected  between  the  Turks  and  Russians  is  pre- 
vented by  a  treaty,  and  it  is  thought  an  accommodaticxi  will  likewise 
take  place  between  them  and  the  Emperor.  Every  thmg  here  con- 
tinues Uendly  and  favorable  to  the  United  States.  I  am  pestered 
continually  with  numbers  of  letters  from  people  m  different  parts  of 
Europe,  who  would  go  to  settle  in  America,  but  who  manifest  very 
extravagant  expectations,  such  as  I  can  by  no  means  encourage,  and 
who  appear  otherwise  to  be  very  improper  persons.  To  save  myself 
trouble,  I  have  just  printed  some  copies  of  the  enclosed  little  piece, 
which  I  purpose  to  send  hereafter  in  answer  to  such  letters. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  Congress,  and  believe 
me  to  be,  with  sincere  esteem,  &o., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  BKNJAHIN  FRANXLIN  AND   JOHN  JAT   TO    THE    PBESIOENT   OT 

CONGRESS* 

PaBiy,  April  16, 1781. 
Sir, 

We  duly  received  the  letters  your  Excellency  did  us  the  honor  of 

writing  to  us  the  14th  of  January,  by  Colonel  Harmar  and  Lieut. 

Col.  David  Franks,  with  the  ratification  of  the  definitive  treaty,  the 

proclamation,  and  the  recommendatory  resolves  of  Congress.     On 

the  arrival  of  Col.  Harmar,  we  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Hartley, 

acquainting  him  that  we  were  now  ready  to  exchange  with  him; 
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sendbg  him  at  the  same  time  copies  of  the  proclamation  and  reso- 
lutions. We  have  this  day  received  from  him  the  enclosed  answer 
and  we  expect  he  will  soon  be  here,  and  put,  with  us,  the  finishing 
hand  to  this  important  business. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  to  be,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  D.  HARTLEY  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN   AND  JOHN  JAT. 

April  9, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  received  the  honor  of  your  letter  dated  March  21,  1784, 
with  the  enclosures,  which  I  have  communicated  to  his  Majesty's 
Ministers.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the  ratification  on 
our  part  is  now  making  out;  and  that  I  have  received  orders  to 
prepare  for  the  exchange  at  Paris  with  all  convenient  speed. 

Before  my  departure,  I  shall  propose  such  general  sentiments  for 
die  consideration  of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  as  have  occurred  to  me 
Jm  our  former  negotiations ;  my  utmost  wish  at  all  times  being  to 
give  every  possible  assistance  in  my  power  to  effect  a  cordial  and 
ccnciliatory  intercourse  and  connexion  between  our  countries. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fac,  D.  HARTLEIT. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Pari*,  May  13, 1784. 
Sir, 
In  my  last  I  acquainted  your  Excellency  that  Mr.  Hartley  was 
soon  expected  here  to  exchange  ratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty. 
He  is  now  arrived,  and  proposes  to  make  the  exchange  this  afternoon. 
I  shall  then  be  enabled  to  send  a  copy.  Enclosed  is  the  new  British 
proclamation  respecting  our  trade  with  their  colonies.  It  is  said  to 
be  a  temporary  provision  till  Parliament  can  assemble  and  make 
some  proper  regulating  law,  or  till  a  commercial  treaty  shall  be 
fituned  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Hartley  expects  instructions  for  plannmg 
with  us  such  a  treaty.  The  Ministry  are  supposed  to  have  been  too 
bdsy  with  the  new  elections  when  he  left  London  to  think  of  those 
matters. 
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Hiis  Court  has  not  completed  its  intended  new  system  for  tbe 
trade  of  their  colonies,  so  that  I  cannot  give  a  certain  acCbunt  of  tbe 
advantages  that  will  in  fine  be  allowed  us.  At  present,  it  is  said  we 
are  to  have  two  fi^  ports,  Tobago  and  the  Mde,  and  that  we  may 
carry  lumber  and  all  sorts  of  provisions  to  die  rest,  except  flour, 
which  is  reserved  m  favor  of  Bordeaux,  and  that  we  shall  be  per* 
mitted  to  export  coffee,  rum,  molasses,  and  some  sugar,  for  our  own 
consumption. 

We  have  had  under  consideration  a  commercial  treaty  proposed 
to  us  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  have  sent  it  back,  with  our 
remarics,  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  will,  I  suppose,  transmit  it  immediately 
to  Congress;  those  planned  with  Denmark  and  Portugal  wait  its 
determination. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects  to  the  Congress,  and 
believe  me  to  be,  with  sincere  and  great  esteem,  sir,  be, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

May  13ih.  I  now  enclose  a  copy  of  the  ratification  of  the  definitive 
treaty  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

VROM  DAVID   HABTLET  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Paris*  June  1«  1784. 

Sir, 

1  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I  have  transmitted  to  Lond(m 
the  ratification  on  the  part  of  Congress  of  the  definitive  treaty  of 
peace  between  Great  Britam  and  the  United  States  of  America ;  and 
I  am  ordered  to  represent  to  you  that  a  want  of  form  appears  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  that  instrument,  wherein  the  United  States  are 
mentioned  before  his  Majesty,  contrary  to  the  established  custom  in 
every  treaty  m  which  a  crowned  head  and  a  republic  are  parties* 
It  is  likewise  to  be  observed  that  the  term  .definitive  artides  k  used 
instead  of  definitive  treatyy  and  die  conclusion  appears  likewise 
deficient,  as  it  is  neither  signed  by  the  President  nor  b  it  dated,  and 
consequently  is  wanting  in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  of  form 
necessary  towards  authenticating  the  validity  of  the  instrument. 

I  am  ordered  to  propose  to  you,  sir,  diat  these  defects  in  the 
ratification  should  be  corrected,  which  might  very  easily  be  done, 
eitiier  by  signing  a  declaration  in  the  name  of  Congress  for  pre* 
venting  the  particular  mode  of  expression,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
precedency  in  the  first  paragraph  being  considered  as  a  precedent 
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to  be  adopted  on  any  future  occasion,  or  else  by  having  a  niew  copy 
made  out  in  America,  in  which  these  mistakes  should  be  corrected, 
and  which  might  be  dcme  without  any  prejudice  arismg  to  either  of 
the  parties  from  the  delay^ 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c.,  DAVID  HARTLEY. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  DATID   HARTLEY. 

Pa^sy,  June  2, 1784. 
•    Sir, 

I  have  considered  the  observations  you  did  me  the  honor  of  com- 
municating to  me  concerning  certain  inaccuracies  of  expression  and 
supposed  defects  of  formality  in  the  instrument  of  ratification,  some 
of  which  are  said  to  be  of  such  a  nature  as  to  affect  the  validity  of 
the  instrument. 

The  first  b,  '<  that  the  United  States  are  named  before  his  Majesty, 
contrary  to  the  established  custom  observed  in  every  treaty  in  which 
a  crowned  head  and  a  Republic  are  the  contracting  parties.''  With 
respect  to  this,  it  seems  to  me  we  should  distinguish  between  that 
act  in  which  both  join,  to  wit,  the  treaty,  and  that  which  is  the  act 
of  each  separately,  the  ratification.  It  b  necessary  that  all  the  modes 
of  expression  in  the  joint  act  should  be  agreed  to  by  both  parties, 
though  in  their  separate  acts  each  party  is  master  of,  and  alone 
imaccountable  for,  its  own  mode.  And,  on  inspecting  the  treaty,  it 
will  be  found  that  his  Majesty  is  always  regularly  named  before  the 
United  States.  Thus  "  the  established  custom  in  treaties  between 
crowned  heads  and  republics,"  contended  for  on  your  part,  is  strictly 
observed;  and  the  ratification  following  the  treaty  contains  these 
wor^:  "Now  know  ye,  that  we,  the  United  States  in  Congress 
<  assembled,  ha^ng  seen  and  considered  the  definitive  articles  afore- 
'said,  have  approved,  ratified,  and  cdnfirmed,  and  by  these  presents 
'  do  approve,  ratify,  and  confirm  the  said  articles,  and  evert  part 
•  AND  CLAUSE  THEREOF,'*  &c.  Hereby  all  those  articles,  parts,  and 
clauses,  wherein  the  King  is  named  before  the  United  States  are 
approved,  ratified,  and  confirmed,  and  this  solemnly  under  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President  of  Congress,  with  the  public  seal  affixed  by 
their  order,  and  countersigned  by  their  Secretary. 

No  declaration  on  the  subject  more  determinate  or  more  authentic 
can  possibly  be  made  or  given,  which,  when  considered,  may  prob- 
ably induce  his  Majesty's  Ministers  to  waive  the  proposition  of  our 
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signing  a  sinular  declaradoo,  or  of  sending  back  the  rati&caticm  to  be 
corrected  in  this  point,  nrither  appearing  to  be  really  necessary.  I 
will>  however,  if  it  be  still  desired,  transmit  to  Congress  the  observa- 
tion and  the  difficulty  occasioned  by  it,  and  request  their  orders  upon 
it.  In  the  meantime  I  may  venture  to  say  that  I  am  confident  there 
was  no  intention  of  affironting  his  Majesty  by  their  order  of  nomi- 
nation, but  that  it  resulted  merely  fix>m  that  sort  of  complaisance 
which  every  nation  seems  to  have  for  itself,  and  of  that  respect  for 
its  own  Grovemment,  customarily  so  expressed  in  its  own  acts,  of 
which  the  Ilnglish,  among  the  rest,  afford  an  instance  when,  in  the 
title  of  the  King,  they  always  name  Great  Britain  before  France. 

The  second  objection  is,  ^^  that  the  term  definitive  articles  is  used 
instead  of  definitive  treaty.^^  If  the  words  definitive  treaty  had 
been  used  in  the  ratification  instead  of  definitive  articles  it  might 
have  been  more  correct,  though  the  difference  seems  not  great  nor  of 
much  importance,  as  in  the  treaty  itself  it  is  called  the  present 
Definitive  Treaty. 

The  other  objections  are,  <<  that  the  conclusion  likewise  appears 

<  deficient,  as  it  is  neither  signed  by  the  President  nor  is  it  dated,  and 

<  consequently  is  wanting  in  some  of  the  most  essential  points  of 

<  form  necessary  towards  authenticating  the  validity  of  the  instru- 

<  ment."  The  situation  of  seals  and  signatures  in  public  instruments 
differs  in  different  countries,  though  all  equally  valid ;  for  when  all 
the  parts  of  an  instrument  are  connected  by  a  ribband,  whose  ends 
are  secured  under  the  impression  of  the  seal,  the  signature  and  seal, 
wherever  placed,  are  understood  as  relating  to  and  authenticating  the 
whole.  Our  usage  is  to  place  them  both  together  in  the  broad 
margin  near  the  beginning  of  the  piece,  and  so  they  stand  in  the 
present  ratification,  the  concluding  words  of  which  declare  the 
intention  of  such  signing  and  sealmg  to  be  giving  authenticity  to  the 
whole  instrument,  viz :  "j&t  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  the 
<seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed;  Witness  hisExcel- 

<  lency  Thomas  Mifflin,  Elsquire,  President  ;'*  and  the  date,  supposed 
to  be  omitted,  perhaps  from  its  not  appearing  in  figures,  is,  never- 
theless, to  be  found  written  in  words  at  length,  viz :  "  this  fourteenth 
day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  eighty-four,"  which  made  the  figures  unnecessary. 

With  great  esteem  and  respect,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  383 

FROM  B.  FBANKLIN  TO  THK  PBX8IDSNT  OF   C0NGBX8S. 

Fuany,  June  16, 1784. 
Sir, 

My  letter  by  Mr.  Jay  acquainted  your  Excellency  that  the  ratifi- 
cations of  the  de&iitiye  treaty  were  exchanged.  A  copy  of  the 
British  part  was  also  sent  by  him. 

Mr.  Hartley  remained  here  expecting  instructions  to  treat  with  us 
<m  the  subject  of  commerce.  The  bustle  attendmg  a  new  election 
and  meeting  of  Parliament,  he  imagined,  might  occasion  the  long 
delay  of  those  instructions.  He  now  thinks  that  the  affair  of  the 
American  trade  bemg  under  the  consideration  of  Pariiament,  it  is 
probable  no  treaty  will  be  proposed  till  the  result  is  known.  Mr. 
Jay,  who  sailed  for  America  the  first  instant  fhnn  Dover,  and  who 
saw  there  several  of  our  fi*iends  fix^m  London  before  his  departure, 
and  Mr.  Laurens,  who  left  London  on  the  6th  to  go  on  in  the  Fal- 
mouth packet,  will  be  able  to  give  you  more  perfect  informations 
than  I  can  of  what  may  be  expected  as  the  determination  of  the 
British  Government  respecting  our  intercourse  with  their  islands, 
and,  therefore,  I  omit  my  conjectures,  only  mentioning  that,  fix)m 
T&rious  circumstances,  there  seems  to  be  some  lurking  remains  of 
ill  humor  there,  and  of  resentment  against  us,  which  only  wants  a 
&V(Mable  opportunity  to  manifest  itself. 

This  makes  it  more  necessary  for  us  to  be  upon  our  guard  and 
prepared  for  events  that  a  change  in  the  afiairs  of  Europe  may 
produce ;  its  tranquillity  depending,  perhaps,  on  the  life  of  one  man, 
and  it  bemg  impossible  to  foresee  in  what  situation  a  new  arrange- 
ment of  its  various  interests  may  place  us.  Ours  will  be  respected 
in  proportion  to  the  apparent  solidity  of  our  Government,  the  support 
of  our  credit,  the  mamtenance  of  a  good  understanding  with  our 
firiends,  and  our  readiness  for  defence.  All  which  I  persuade  myself 
^nll  be  taken  care  of. 

Enclosed  I  send  a  copy  of  a  letter  irom  Mr.  Hartley  to  me, 
respecting  some  supposed  defects  in  the  ratification,  together  with 
my  answer,  which  he  has  transmitted  to  London.  The  objections 
appeared  to  me  trivial  and  absurd ;  but  I  thought  it  prudent  to  treat 
them  with  as  much  decency  as  I  could,  lest  the  ill  temper  should  be 
augmented,  which  might  be  particularly  mconvenient  while  the 
commerce  was  under  consideration.    There  has  not  yet  been  time 


Digitized  by 


Google 


384  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

for  Mr.  Hartley  to  hear  whether  my  answer  has  been  satis&ctoiy,  or 
whether  the  Mmisters  will  still  insist  on  my  sending  for  an  amended 
copy  torn  America,  as  they  proposed. 

I  do  not  perceive  the  least  diminution  in  the  good  dispositicm  of 
this  Court  towards  us,  and  I  hope  care  will  be  taken  to  preserve  it. 

The  Marqub  de  la  Fayette,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivmng 
this  to  you,  has,  ever  since  his  arrival  in  Europe,  been  very  indoa- 
trious  in  his  endeavors  to  s^*ve  us  and  promote  our  interest,  and  has 
been  of  great  use  on  several  occasions.  I  should  wish  the  Congress 
might  think  fit  to  express,  in  some  proper  manner,  th^ir  sense  of  his 
merit. 

My  malady  prevents  my  going  to  Versailles,  as  I  cannot  bear  a 
carriage  upon  pavement,  but  my  grandson  goes  regularly  on  Court 
days  to  supply  my  place,  and  is  wdl  received  there.  The  last  letters 
I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  fixun  you,  are  of  14th  of  January. 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  sir,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FBANKUN  TO  COUNT  BB  MBBCT  ABOENTEAU. 

Passy,  July  30, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  Blxcellency  an  extract 
firom  the  instructions  of  Congress  to  their  late  CommissioQers  for 
treatmg  of  peace,  expressing  their  desire  to  cultivate  the  (neodship 
of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  and  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  for 
the  mutual  advantage  of  hb  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  \Wiich  I  request  you  will  be  pleased  to  lay  before  his  Majesty* 
The  appointing  and  instructmg  Commissioners  for  treaties  of  com«- 
merce  with  the  Powers  of  Europe  generally  has,  by  vanous  circum- 
stances, been  long  delayed,  but  is  now  done;  and  I  have  just 
received  advice  that  Mr.  Jeflbrson,  late  (jovecnor  of  Viiginia,  coro- 
missicmed  with  Mr.  Adams,  our  Mimster  in  Holland,  and  mysdl^ 
for  that  service,  is  on  his  way  hither,  and  may  be  expected  by  the 
end  of  August,  yAeax  we  shall  be  ready  to  enter  mto  a  treaty  ^th 
his  Imperial  Majesty  for  the  above  purposes^  if  such  should  be  hia 
pleasure. 

With  great  and  smcere  respect,  &;c.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 
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VWm  COUNT  BE  MEBCT  ABGENTEAU  TO  B.   FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Paris,  July  30, 1784. 
Sir, 
I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  this 
morning,  and  I  shall  lose  no  time  to  transmit  the  contents  to  my 
Court. 

The  sentiments  of  the  Emperor  towards  the  United  States  of 
America  make  me  foresee  the  satisfaction  which  his  Majesty  will 
have  to  enter  into  reciprocal,  suitable,  and  advantageous  connexions 
with  them.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  measures  will  be 
instantly  taken  on  this  subject  to  concert  with  you,  sir,  and  with  the 
appointed  Ministers  Plenipotentiary ;  and  as  soon  as  the  answer  from 
my  Court  shall  come,  I  shall  instantly  communicate  it  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  MERCY  ARGENTEAU. 


WBOU   THE  COUNT  BE  VER6ENNES  TO  B.  FRANKLIN. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  August  27, 1784. 
Sir, 

You  havie  communicated  to  me  an  extract  from  the  instructions 
which  Congress  addressed  to  you  on  the  11th  of  May  last,  which 
imports  that  the  United  States  will  in  no  case  treat  any  other  nation 
with  respect  to  commerce,  more  advantageously  than  the  French. 
This  disposition  is  much  the  wisest,  as  it  will  prevent  those  misun- 
derstandings which  might  arise  from  the  equivocal  terms  in  which 
the  2d  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  signed  February 
6th,  1778,  is  conceived.  But  that  the  resolution  of  Congress  on  this 
subject  may  be  clearly  stated,  it  would  be  best,  sir,  that  you  furnish 
me  with  it  in  the  form  of  a  declaration,  or  at  least  m  an  official  note, 
signed  by  yourself.  I  have  no  doubt  that  you  will  adopt  one  of  these 
two  forms. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  DE  VERGENNES. 

Vol.  I.— 25 
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FROM  B.  FRANKLIN  TO  COUNT  DE  TEROENNCS. 

Passy,  September  3, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency,  by  order  of 
Congress,  a  resolution  of  theirs,  dated  the  II tb  of  May  last,  which 
is  in  the  words  following,  viz : 

^'Resolved,  That  Doctor  Franklm  be  instructed  to  express  to 
the  Court  of  France  the  constant  desire  of  Congress  to  meet  their 
wishes ;  that  these  States  are  about  to  form  a  general  system  of 
commerce  by  treaties  with  other  nations;  that  at  this  time  they 
cannot  foresee  what  claim  might  be  given  to  those  nations  by  the 
explanatory  propositions  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes  on  the  2d  and 
3d  articles  of  our  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  but  that  he  may  be  assured  it  will  be  our  con- 
stant care  to  place  no  people  on  more  advantageous  grounds  than 
the  subjects  of  his  Majesty." 

With  great  respect,  I  am,  8z;c.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  MR.  ORANB  TO  BENJAMIN  FRAJIXLIN. 

Translation. 

F^tfu,  AugMt  98,  ^784. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Morris,  In  his  former  letter  of  May  27th,  informs  me  that  he 
was  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  answer  me  on  the  subject  of  the 
funds  of  the  United  States,  all  my  letters  having  advised  him  of  my 
wants.  Thb  opportunity  has  offered,  as  I  have  received  several  of 
hb  l^ers  since ;  but  there  is  no  mention  made  in  either  of  them  of 
this  object,  notwithstanding  its  importance;  and  although  I  have 
made  known  to  him  that  the  funds  left  me  were  not  sufficient  to 
meet  the  current  expenses,  and  that  it  was  necessary,  besides,  to 
provide  for  the  pajonent  of  interest  due  to  the  Government,  amount- 
ing, according  to  Mr.  Gojard's  calculation,  to  eight  hundred  thirty- 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  livres.  Yet,  notwithstanding  so  mis- 
placed a  silence,  willmg  to  judge  more  favorably  of  Mr.  Morris  than 
appearances  warranted,  and  in  consequence  of  my  feelings  and  zeal, 
I  could  not  refuse  to  continue  the  payment  of  what  has  been 
presented  to  me,  such  as  salaries,  loan  office  drafts,  Sz;c.,  persuaded 
as  I  was  that  I  should  not  be  left  long  in  arrear  of  my  advances, 
which  amount;  this  day,  to  nearly  fifty  thousand  livres.    But  far 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIO  OORRSa^in>EirCB.  887 

fiom  attending  to  this  ttfiair,  it  seems^  on  the  contraiy,  that  he  does 
not  even  think  of  it.  I  haye  a  painful  loid  addidonal  proof  of  this 
m  a  letter  which  I  have  just  received  from  Mr.  Manky  bearing  dat^ 
August  13tb,  in  which  there  is  no  m<»e  mentioo  made  of  the  Super* 
intendent  of  Finances^  than  if  he  never  existed.  It  gives  me,  trvfyf 
great  uneasiness,  not  on  account  of  my  actual  advances,  but  for 
future  ones,  to  which,  notwithstanding  my  own  inclination,  I  slmll 
be  oUiged  to  set  bounds  if  I  do  not  soon  receive  ^ds* 

I  have  thought  it  my  duty>  sir,  to  apprize  you  <^  the  latuation  of 
affiurs,  and  at  all  events  to  give  you  these  details  for  my  own  justifi- 
cation. If  I  should  suffer  by  such  a  resolution,  I  shall  have  at  least 
the  consolation  to  think  that  I  have  done  all  in  my  power,  and  all 
that  could  be  expected  from  the  zeal  by  which  I  have  been  constandy 
animated.  I  hope,  sir,  that  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  think  so,  and 
that  you  will  accept  the  respectful  sentiments  with  which  I  am,  sir, 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

GRAND. 

■0"   '     ■ 
nOM  COUNT  DE  V£RGENNES  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Translation; 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me 
the  third  instant.  You  there  declare,  in  the  name  of  Congress,  that 
the  United  States  will  be  careful  not  to  treat  any  other  nation,  in 
mattes  of  commerce,  more  advantageously  than  the  French  nation. 
This  declaration,  founded  on  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  February,  1778, 
has  been  very  agreeable  to  the  King;  and  you,  sir,  can  assure 
Congress  that  the  United  States  shall  Qonstantiy  experience  a  perfect 
recipracity  in  France. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  DE  VERGENNES. 


VROM  COUNT  BE  XEBCT  AROENTEAU  TO  BENJAKEN  FRANKLIN. 

Translation* 

PariB,  September  28, 1784. 
Sir, 
With  respect  to  the  proposition  of  the  United  States  of  Am^nca 
that  I  forwarded  to  my  Court;  concerning  the  arrangements  of 
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commerce  to  be  adopted  by  the  respective  Powers,  I  have  received 
the  order,  sir,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  that 
his  Majesty  the  fknperor  has  agreed  to  the  sud  proposition,  and  that 
he  has  directed  the  Government  General  of  the  Low  Countries  to 
adopt  measures  to  put  it  in  execution. 

When  the  particulars  respecting  this  matt^  shall  be  sent  to  me,  I 
will  instantly  communicate  them. 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  assurances  of  the 
most  perfect  attachment,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  MERCY  ARGENTEAU. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Paasy,  October  16, 1784. 
Dear  Sir, 

It  was  mtended  by  the  Conmiissioners  to  write  a  jomt  letter  to 
Congress,  but  I  am  afraid  the  opportuni^  may  be  missed.  This 
may  serve  to  inform  you  that  propositions  of  treating  have  been  made 
by  us  to  all  the  Powers  of  Europe,  according  to  our  instructions,  and 
we  are  waiting  for  their  answers.  There  are  apprehensions  here  of 
a  war  between  the  Emperor  and  Holland,  but  as  the  season  is  not 
proper  for  opening  a  campugn,  I  hope  the  winter  will  give  time  for 
mediators  to  accommodate  matters.  We  have  not  yet  heard  that  Mr. 
Jay  has  accepted  the  Secretaryship  of  Foreign  Ai&irs. 

I  am  ever,  my  dear  friend,  yours,  most  affectionately, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  COUNT  DE   VEROENNES   TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Veraailles,  October  30,  l7dl. 
Sir, 
I  am  informed  by  a  letter  from  M.  de  Marbois,  dated  Philadelphia, 
August  24th  ultimo,  that  he  had  communicated  with  Mr.  Morris, 
respecting  the  interest  of  the  loan  of  Holland  made  on  account  of  the 
United  States  of  America  under  the  guarantee  of  the  Kmg ;  also  for 
the  other  debts  of  said  States  towards  his  Majesty,  acknowledged  and 
stipulated  in  the  contracts  passed  between  us  on  the  I6th  July  and 
25th  February,  1783. 
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M •  de  Marbois  infonns  me  that  in  pursuance  of  his  conversation  and 
correspondence  on  this  matter  with  the  Superintendent  of  Finances, 
Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris,  his  assistant  took  the  trouble  to  call  on  him, 
and  has  yerbally  announced  to  him  that  the  Superintendent  would  be 
able  to  cause  to  be  paid  at  the  treasury  the  four  hundred  thousand 
livres,  being  the  amount  of  interest  due  in  November  next  on  the 
loan  of  ten  millions  guarantied  by  the  King ;  and  that  orders  would 
be  sent  in  consequence  to  Amsterdam  as  well  as  to  Mr.  Grand,  at 
Paris.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  thb  banker  has  already  received 
the  orders  and  necessary  instructions  to  fulfil  this  object,  and  also  for 
the  execution  of  the  other  engagements  made  by  G>ngress,  stipulated 
in  the  two  contracts  abovementioned.  I  mean  by  this  the  interest 
and  such  part  of  the  capital  of  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  to  his 
Majesty,  as  will  become  due  next  year.  Although  I  have  no  doubts 
as  to  their  punctuality  to  fulfil  their  engagements  on  this  point,  yet, 
saiy  I  think  it  my  duty  to  bring  them  to  your  recollection,  wishing  you 
to  write  on  the  subject  to  the  g^eral  Congress,  in  order  that  Uiey 
may,  befi>rehand,  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  execution  of 
the  pomts  agreed  upon  by  our  treaties.  I  will  be  much  obliged  to 
you  to  inform  me  of  the  steps  you  have  taken  on  this  subject,  and 
afterwards  of  the  resolutions  of  Congress  accordingly.  In  the  mean- 
time, I  have  first  communicated  M.  de  Ma^bois^s  opinion  to  the 
Comptroller  General,  and  have  desired  him  to  consult  on  the  subject 
with  Mr.  Grand,  who  must  have  received  orders  firom  Congress 
touching  the  interest  of  the  Dutch  loan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DE  VERGENNES. 


FBOM  BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN  TO   CHABLES   THOMSON. 

Passy,  November  11, 1784. 
Dear  Friend, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  August  I3th,  with  the  papers 
annexed,  relative  to  the  afiair  of  Longchamps.  I  hope  satisfaction 
will  be  given  to  M.  Marbois.  The  Commissioners  have  written  a 
ymt  letter  to  Congress.  This  serves  to  cover  a  few  papers  relative 
to  matters  with  which  I  was  particularly  charged  in  the  instructions'. 
I  shall  write  to  you  fully  by  the  next  opportunity,  having  now  only 
time  to  add  that  I  am,  as  ever, 

Yours,  most  affectionately,  BENJAAfIN  FRANKLIN. 
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P.  S.  I  executed  die  bstructioiis  of  October  29di|  1783,  as  axxm 
as  I  knew  die  commissioiu;  for  treating  with  the  ILmpeiori  &c.,  were 
issued,  which  was  not  till  Jvlj^  1784.  The  three  letters  between 
the  Emperor's  Miniver  and  sue  are  what  passed  on  that  oocawn. 

B.  F. 


WHOM  BENJAMIN  fRAVKUN  TO  If.  ORAKD* 

PtuMy,  Jmwuf  9, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  received  your  letter  of  the  39th  pest,  with  the  state  of  the 
interest  money  claimed  by  the  Department  of  Finance,  as  due  die 
first  mst,  the  accounts  of  your  advances  for  the  United  States,  and 
a  copy  o(  the  letters  of  Messrs.  Willink  and  Staj^rst,  offering  yon, 
by  order  of  Mr.  Morris,  four  hundred  thousand  livres,  the  sum  due 
in  November  last,  for  the  interest  of  the  Dutch  loan,  on  all  which 
you  propose  it  for  consideration,  whether  (that  mterest  being  already 
advanced  for  us,  and  duly  paid  by  this  Government,  accordmg  to  its 
guarantees)  it  would  not  be  more  prud^t  to  delay  die  foil  reim- 
bursement of  that  sum,*  reservmg  one  half  to  answer  the  still  arriving 
(dd  loan  oSce  drafts,  Ministers'  salaries,  and  contmgent  expenses, 
and  to  reimburse  you  of  your  advances,  unless  Messrs.  Willink  and 
Staphorst,  having  more  money  of  die  States  m  their  hands,  would, 
on  an  cmler  fiom  us,  advance  two  hundred  thousand  livres,  which 
are  necessary  for  those  purposes.  I  communicated  your  letter,  with 
die  other  papers,  to  Mr.  Adams,  under  whose  direcdons  the  loans  * 
managed  l^*  Messrs.  W.  &  S.  have  been  transacted.  He  undertook 
to  write  to  those  gendemen  for  informadon,  what  money  they  might 
have  on  hand  beyond  four  hundred  thousand  livres ;  and  they  have 
written  in  answer,  that  the  two  loans  bemg  nearly  full,  they  shall 
have  Q£  I  remember  right)  above  a  million  of  florins,  which  would 
discharge  honorably  all  our  engagonents  to  this  Court,  a  thing  I 
much  wish  would  be  done ;  but  Mr.  Adams  alleges  that  he  has  no 
power  to  draw  on  or  dispose  of  that  fond,  without  orders  from 
Congress ;  and  Mr.  Jefferson  and  myself  have,  without  him,  no  such 
power.  I  have  since  received  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  on  the 
same  subject;  and  being  of  opinion  with  you,  that  (unl^s  there  be 
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reasons  fi>r  delaTing  the  payment,  which  we  are  i^iacquaiated  with)  , 
the  Congress  cannot  be  pleased  with  this  breach  of  punotualitji 
while  they  have  money  lying  dead  in  the  hands  of  those  merchants 
in  Holland.  I  commmiicated  also  this,  your  second  letter,  to  Mr. 
Adams,  but  he  continues  of  the  same  opinion,  and  was  rather  dis- 
pleased with  my  importunity,  so  that  I  can  carry  it  no  fiurdier. 

With  regard  to  your  request  that  I  would  give  you  orders  in 
writmg  for  the  payment  to  Govenmient  of  a  part  of  the  fixir  hundred 
thousand  livres,  it  does  not  seem  necessary  or  proper  for  me  to  ^ve 
such  orders.  I  can  only  give  you  my  opinion  of  what  I  should  do 
were  I  m  your  case.  Your  advances  have  been  considerable,  the 
inooQveniency  to  you  not  little,  the  mentioned  sum  has  already  been 
advanced  for  the  States  by  this  Government,  and  our  credit  in 
Holland  thereby  saved  till  the  next  year's  interest  becomes  due, 
befinre  which  time  funds  will  probably  be  prepared  for  the  regular 
discharge  of  all  interests  due  to  our  European  creditors.  I  would, 
therefixre,  at  least  retain  the  reimbursement  of  any  advances,  and 
sufficient  to  pay  the  salaries  engaged  for  to  the  end  of  1784,  and 
discharge  the  probable  demands  by  loan  office  bills  still  coming, 
fi»r  there  is  no  reason  why  you  should  continue  longer  in  advance,  or 
advance  farther. 

The  house  of  Fizeaux  &  Grand  have  written  to  me  that  they 
have  drawn  on  me  for  the  last  year's  interest  of  their  loan.  You 
will  please  to  pay  the  drafl  as  usual.  Do  you  think  it  probable,  in 
the  present  state  of  thmgs,  that  loan  could  now  be  extended  ?  If 
so,  I  still  have  by  me  the  promises  and  compact  which  that  house 
returned  tome. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  M.  GRAND  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS   OF  THE   TREASURY. 

PariB,  February  8, 1785. 

Gentlemen, 

I  take  the  liberty  to  refer  you  to  my  last  respects,  dated  the  SOtfa 
September,  1784,  which  I  fcMrwarded  by  duplicates,  with  the  account 
current  of  the  States,  closed  by  a  balance  due  to  me  of  liv* 
38,592.18.9. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acfsuont  you^  gentlemen,  that  a  few  days 
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after  I  received  fitMn  Messrs.  William  &  Jatt  Willink,  Nicolas  ti 
Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  De  la  Lande  &  Fynje,  under  date  of  2d 
December,  a  remittance  of  several  bills,  amounting  to  liy.  400,131.6.6, 
which,  as  they  fall  due,  shall  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  several  others,  enclosed  in  a  letter  fixsn  the  same 
gentlemen,  dated  the  30th  December,  amounting  to  liv.  317,463.3.10» 
the  particulars  whereof  will  be  found  in  the  next  extract  of  the 
account  current  of  the  States,  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  to 
transmit. 

According  to  the  orders  of  the  Honorable  Robert  Morris,  Esq., 
I  have  taken  due  note  of  several  bills  which  he  advised  me,  under 
date  of  the  4th  October,  having  drawn  on  me^  amounting  together 
to  liv.  113,088.10.9,  which  shall  be  exactly  discharged;  and  I 
have  paid  to  General  Aimand,  whose  receipt  I  here  enclose,  liv. 
33,794.13.11,  wherewith  Ae  States  will  likewise  be  debited,  as  well 
as  with  liv.  23,329.4,  for  the  amount  of  several  sums  paid  by  Mr. 
Morris  per  order  for  interest  on  the  certificates  granted  to  the  fi>reign 
officers,  whose  receipts  will  also  be  annexed  to  this  letter,  and  I 
shall  continue  to  pay  the  like  objects  mentioned  in  the  list  which 
this  gendeman  transmitted  to  me  for  this  purpose. 

General  Armand  having  sent  over  to  America  his  certificate  for  the 
abovementicmed  liv.  33,794.13.11,  I  desired  hb  Blxcellency  Dr. 
Franklin's  approbation  of  my  paymg  the  said  sum,  and  he  was 
pleased  to  signify  it  to  me  on  General  Armand's  promise  to  deliv^ 
the  certificate. 

You  will,  gentlemen,  have  seen,  out  of  my  »ncere  respects,  how 
anxious  I  was  to  be  enabled  to  discharge  several  engagements  of  the 
States,  many  of  which  are  now  due.  I  applied,  in  consequence,  to 
their  Excellencies,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  John  Adams,  Esq.,  in  order  to 
get  some  part  of  the  money  lying  dead  in  Holland  remitted  to  me  and 
paid  to  Government,  and  it  was  not  without  much  concern  that  I  saw 
the  want  of  success  of  my  reiterated  entreaties  to  gain  that  pomt.  I 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  eyes  a  copy  of  the  last  letter  which  Dr. 
Franklin  wrote  me  on  this  subject.  My  earnest  wish  is  that  you  may, 
gentiemen,  have  now  adopted  such  measures  whereby  the  claims  of 
our  Government  may  be  answered,  and  the  credit  of  the  United  States 
daily  strengthened.    I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  of  them. 

His  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin  having  been  so  kind  as  to  apply  to 
Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  S^Co.,  in  order  to  know  what  balance  they 
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might  throw  into  my  hands  for  account  of  the  United  States,  I  hear 
widi  concern  that  It  consbts  hut  in  a  very  slender  sum  of  about 
Hv.  19>000,  which  b  of  no  consideration,  if  compared  with  the 
daim  of  our  Grovemment. 

I  cannot  take  upon  myself  to  make  him  the  tender  of  part  only  of 
the  liy.  400,000  due  for  interest  on  the  Dutch  loan,  and  I  shall  wait 
your  orders,  gentlemen,  before  I  take  a  step  which,  in  my  opinion, 
would  rather  be  beneath  the  dignity  of  Congress.  Should,  however, 
Government  become  urgent  on  this  head,  I  should  then  offer  them 
what  would  at  that  moment  be  found  of  vacant  funds  m  my  hands. 

Bemg  with  great  truth  and  respect,  gentlemen,  &c., 

GRAND. 


VROM  B.   riUNKLIN  TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

Passy,  Febraary  8, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  received  by  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  the  two  letters  you  did 
me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the  11th  and  14th  of  December,  the 
one  enclosing  a  letter  from  Congress  to  the  King,  the  other  a  resolve 
of  Congress  respectbg  the  convention  for  establishing  Consuls.  The 
letter  was  immediately  delivered  and  well  received.  The  resolve 
came  too  late  to  suspend  signing  the  convention,  it  having  been  done 
July  last,  and  a  copy  sent  so  long  smce  that  we  now  expected  the 
ratification.  As  that  copy  seems  to  have  miscarried,  I  now  send 
another. 

I  am  not  mfonned  what  objection  has  arisen  in  Congress  to  the  plan 
sent  me.  Mr.  Jefferson  thinks  it  may  have  been  to  the  part  which 
restrained  the  Consub  from  all  concern  in  commerce.  That  article 
was  omitted,  being  thought  unnecessary  to  be  stipulated,  since  either 
party  would  always  have  the  power  of  imposing  such  restraints  on  its 
own  oflicers  whenever  it  should  think  fit.  I  am,  however,  of  opmion 
diat  thb  or  any  other  reasonable  article  or  alteration  may  be  obtained 
at  the  desire  of  Congress,  and  established  by  a  supplement. 

Permit  me,  sir,  to  congratulate  you  00  your  being  called  to  the  high 
honor  of  presiding  in  our  national  councils,  and  to  wbh  you  every 
felicity,  bemg  with  the  most  perfect  esteem,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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FBOM  B.  VRANKLIN  TO  THE  PBESIOKNT  OF   CONGB£SS. 

Passy,  April  13, 178S. 
Sir, 

M.  de  ChaumoDt,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  presenting  this  fine  to 
your  Excellency,  is  a  young  gentleman  of  excellent  character,  whose 
father  was  one  of  our  most  early  friends  in  this  country,  which  he 
manifested  by  crediting  us  with  a  thousand  barrels  of  gunpowder  and 
other  military  stores  in  1776,  before  we  had  provided  any  apparent 
means  of  payment.  He  has,  as  I  understand,  some  demands  to  make 
on  Congress,  the  nature  of  which  I  am  unacquainted  with ;  but  my 
regard  for  the  family  makes  me  wish  that  they  may  obtam  a  speedy 
consideration,  and  such  favorable  issue  as  they  may  appear  to 
merit. 

To  this  end  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  him  to  your  countenance 
and  protection,  and  am,  with  great  respect,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 


ntOM  BKNJAMIK  FRANKLIN  TO  COUNT  DE   TEBfiENNKS. 

Passy,  Blay  3, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  I  have  at  length 
obtained,  and  yesterday  received,  the  permission  of  Congress  to  return 
40  America.  As  my  malady  makes  it  impracticable  for  me  to  pay  my 
devoirs  at  Versailles  personally,  may  I  beg  the  favor  of  you,  sir,  to 
express  respectfully  for  me  to  hb  Majesty  the  deep  sense  I  have  of  all 
the  inestimable  benefits  his  goodness  has  conferred  on  my  country ; 
a  sentiment  that  it  will  be  the  business  of  the  little  remainder  of  life 
now  left  me  to  impress  equally  on  the  minds  of  all  my  countrymen. 
My  sincere  prayers  are  that  God  may  shower  down  his  blessings  on 
the  King,  the  Queen,  their  children,  and  all  the  royal  family  to  the 
latest  generations. 

Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  offer  you  my  thankful  acknowl- 
edgments for  the  protection  and  countenance  you  afforded  me  at  my 
arrival,  and  your  many  favors  during  my  residence  here,  of  which  I 
shall  always  retain  the  most  grateful  remembrance. 

My  grandson  would  have  had  the  honor  of  waiting  on  you  with  this 
letter,  but  he  has  been  some  time  ill  of  a  fever. 
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With  the  greatest  esteem  and  respect,  and  best  wishes  for  the 
constant  prospeiitjr  of  yourself  and  all  your  amiable  family,  I  am,  sir, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FBOM  MONSOCUB  DE  RATNETAL  TO  BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN. 

Translation. 

TersaiUef,  May  8, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  learned  with  the  greatest  concern  that  you  are  soon  to 
leave  us.  You  will  carry  with  you  the  affections  of  all  France,  for 
Bobody  has  been  more  esteemed  than  you.  I  shall  call  go.  you  at 
Passy,  to  desire  you  to  retain  for  me  a  share  m  your  remembrance, 
and  renew  to  jrou  personally  the  assurances  of  the  most  perfect 
attachment,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

DE  RAYNEVAL. 
0 

VBOIf  BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Passy,  May  10, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  8th  of  March,  enclosing  the 
resolution  of  Congress  permitting  my  return  to  America,  for  which 
I  am  very  thankful,  and  am  now  preparing'  to  depart  the  first  good 
opportunity.  Next  to  the  pleasure  of  rejoining  my  own  family  will 
be  that  of  seemg  you  and  yours  well  and  happy,  and  embracing  once 
more  my  little  friend,  whose  singular  attachment  to  me  I  shall  always 
iremember. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  render  any  acceptable  services  to  Mr.  Randall. 
I  conveyed  the  bayberry  wax  to  Abbe  de  Chalut,  with  your  compli- 
ments, as  you  desired.  He  returns  his  with  many  thanks.  Be 
pleased  to  make  my  respectful  compliments  acceptable  to  Mrs.  Jay, 
and  believe  me  ever,  with  sincere  and  great  respect  and  esteem,  be, 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S.  The  strikmg  of  the  medals  bemg  now  in  agitation  here,  1 
send  the  enclosed  for  consideration.  B.  F. 
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FBOX  BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN  TO   CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Passy,  May  10, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 
An  old  gentleman  in  Switzerland,  long  of  the  magistracy  there, 
having  written  a  book  entitled  Du  Gauvemement  des  Mkuts,  which 
b  thought  to  contain  many  matters  that  may  be  useful  in  America, 
desired  to  know  of  me  how  he  could  convey  a  number  of  the  printed 
copies,  to  be  distributed  gratis  among  the  members  of  Congress.    I 
advised  his  addressing  the  package  to  you,  by  way  of  Amsterdam, 
whence  a  friend  of  mine  would  forward  it.    It  is  accordingly  shipped 
there  on  board  the  Van  Berckel,  Captain  W.  Campbell.    There  are 
good  things  in  the  work ;  but  his  chapter  on  the  liberty  of  the  press 
appears  to  me  to  contain  more  rhetoric  than  reason. 
With  great  esteem,  I  am,  ever,  &c., 

BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  COUNT  DE  TEBOENNES  TO  BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN. 

Translation. 

YersaiUefl,  May  23, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  learnt  with  much  concern  of  your  retiring,  and  of  your 
approaching  departure  for  America.  You  cannot  doubt  but  that  the 
regrets  which  you  will  leave  will  be  proportionate  to  the  considera- 
tion you  so  justly  enjoy. 

I  can  assure  you,  sir,  that  the  esteem  the  King  entertains  for  you 
does  not  leave  you  anything  to  wish ;  and  that  his  Majesty  will 
learn  with  real  satisfaction  that  your  fellow-citizens  have  rewarded, 
in  a  manner  worthy  of  you,  the  important  services  that  you  have 
rendered  them. 

I  beg,  sir,  that  you  will  preserve  for  me  a  share  in  your  reman- 
brance,  and  never  doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  interest  I  take  m  your 
happiness.  It  is  founded  on  the  sentiments  of  attachment  of  which 
I  have  assured  you,  and  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

DE  VERGENNES. 
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FROM  B*  FRANKLIN  TO  THOHAS  BABCLAT. 

Passy,  June  19, 1785. 
Sir, 

With  respect  to  my  contmuing  to  charge  £2,500  sterlmg  per 
annum  as  mj  salary,  of  which  you  desire  some  explanation,  I  send 
you,  in  support  of  that  charge,  the  resolution  of  Congress,  which  b 
in  these  words : 

"In  Congress,  October  5th,  1779.  Resohedy  That  each  of  the 
'  Mmisters  Plenipotentiary  be  allowed  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  five 
'  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  and  each  of  their  secretaries  at 
'  the  rate  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  m  full  for  their 
*  services  and  expenses  respectively.  That  the  salary  of  each  of  the 
'  said  officers  be  computed  firom  the  time  of  his  leaving  his  place  of 
'  abode  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  be  continued  three 
'months  after  the  notice  of  his  recall." 

The  several  bills  I  afterwards  received  drawn  on  the  Congress 
banker,  Mr.  Grand,  for  my  salary,  were  all  calculated  on  that  sum 
as  my  salary ;  and  neither  the  banker  nor  myself  has  received  notice 
of  any  change  respecting  me.  He  has  accordbgly,  since  the  draw- 
ing ceased,  continued  to  pay  me  at  the  same  rate.  I  have,  indeed, 
beard  that  a  resolution  was  passed  last  year  that  the  salaries  of 
Plenipotentiaries  should  be  no  more  than  £2,000  sterling  per 
annum.  But  the  resolution,  I  suppose,  can  relate  only  to  sucli 
Plenipotentiaries  as  should  be  afterwards  appointed ;  £cfr  I  cannot 
conceive  that  the  Congress,  after  promising  a  Minister  £2,500  a 
year,  and  when  he  has  thereby  been  encouraged  to  engage  in  a  way 
oi  living  for  their  honor,  which  only  that  salary  can  support,  would 
think  it  just  to  diminish  it  a  fifth,  and  leave  him  under  the  difficulty 
of  reducing  his  expenses  proportionably— 41  thing  scarce  practicable— 
the  necessity  of  which  he  might  have  avoided  if  be  had  not  confided 
in  their  original  promise. 

But  the  article  of  salary,  with  all  the  rest  of  my  accounts,  will  be 
submitted  to  the  judgment  of  Congress,  together  with  some  other 
considerable  articles  I  have  not  charged,  but  on  which  I  shall  expect, 
from  their  equity,  some  consideration.  If  for  want  of  knowing  pre- 
cisely the  intention  of  Congress  what  expenses  should  be  deemed 
public  and  what  private,  I  have  charged  any  article  to  the  public 
which  should  be  defrayed  by  me,  thdr  banker  has  my  order,  as  soon 
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as  the  pleasure  of  Congress  shall  be  made  known  to  him,  to  rectify 
the  error  by  transferring  the  amount  to  my  private  account,  and 
discharging  hj  so  much  that  of  the  public. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


FROM  IL  D£   CASTRIES  TO  B.  FRANKLtK. 

Translation. 

VenMille«»  July  10^1785. 
Sir, 
I  was  not  apprized,  until  within  a  few  hours,  of  the  arrangeme&ts 
which  70U  have  made  for  your  departure.  Had  I  been  informed  of 
it  sooner,  I  should  have  proposed  to  the  King  to  onfer  a  frigate  to 
convey  you  to  your  own  country  in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  known 
importance  of  the  services  you  have  been  engaged  in,  to  the  esteem 
you  have  acquired  in  France,  and  the  particular  regard  which  his 
Majesty  entertains  for  you. 

I  pray  you,  sir,  to  accept  my  regrets  and  a  renewed  assurance  of 
the  most  entire  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  lo  be,  sir^ 
your  very  humble  and  very  obedient  servant, 

DE  CASTRIES. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

PIkiliidelphiir,  fltepCettber  19,  I78S. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  I  left  Paris  the  12lh  otJufy, 
and,  agreeably  to  the  permission  of  Congress,  am  retomed  to  my 
country.  Mr.  Jeffisison  had  recovered  his  healdi,  and  was  nioch 
esteemed  and  respected  there.  Our  joint  letters  have  alreaci^ 
informed  you  of  oiu*  late  proceedings,  to  which  I  have  nothing  Uk 
add,  except  diat  the  last  act  I  did,  as  Minister  Plenipot^itiary  &a 
making  treaties,  was  to  sign  with  him,  two  days  befiare  I  came  away, 
the  treaty  of  friendship  imd  cc»nmerce  that  had  been  agreed  on  wi^ 
Prussia,  and  which  was  to  be  carried  to  the  ifa^ie  by  Mr.  Short, 
there  to  be  signed  by  Baron  Thulemeier  on  die  part  of  the  Ki&gi 
who,  without  the  least  hesitation,  had  approved  and  acceded  to  dM 
new  humane  articles  proposed  by  Congress.    Mr.  3iort  was  also  to 
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call  at  London  for  the  signature  of  Mr.  Adams,  who,  I  learnt  when 
at  Southampton,  was  well  receired  at  the  Britbb  Court 

The  Captain  Lamb  who,  in  a  letter  of  yours  to  Mr*  Adams,  was 
said  to  be  coming  to  us  with  instructions  respecting  Morocco,  had 
not  appeared,  nor  had  we  heard  anything  of  him ;  so  nothing  had 
been  done  by  us  in  that  treaty. 

I  left  the  Court  of  France  in  the  same  friendly  disposition  towards 
the  United  States  that  we  have  all  along  experienced,  thou^  con- 
cerned to  find  that  our  credit  is  not  better  supported  in  the  payment 
of  the  interest  money  due  on  oiur  loans,  which,  in  case  of  another 
war,  must  be,  they  think,  extremely  prejudicial  to  us,  and,  bdeed, 
may  contribute  to  draw  on  a  war  the  sooner,  by  afibrding  our  enemies 
the  encouraging  confidence  that  those  who  take  so  little  care  to  pay 
will  not  again  find  it  easy  to  borrow.  I  received  £rom  the  King  at 
my  departure  the  present  of  his  picture  set  round  with  diamonds, 
usually  given  to  Minbters  Plenipotentiary  who  have  signed  any 
treaties  with  that  Court,  and  it  is  at  the  disposition  of  C(Xigress,  to 
ykboDDk  be  pleased  to  present  my  dutiful  respects. 

I  am,  &c.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 

P.  S.  Not  caring  to  trust  them  to  a  common  conveyance,  I  send 
by  my  late  Secretary,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  them  to 
you,  all  the  original  treaties  I  have  been  concerned  in  negotiatmg 
that  were  completed.  Those  with  Portugal  and  Denmark  continue 
in  suspense.  B.  F. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Philadelphia,  July  6, 178C. 

ar, 

The  enclosed  paper  will  inform  you  of  what  has  passed  here^ 
between  Scotosh,  a  Chief  of  the  Wyandot  nation,  and  this  Govern* 
ment,  on  his  way  to  Congress.  He  is  recomm^ided  as  having  been 
always  very  fiiendly  to  our  people ;  and  the  Council  have  defrayed 
the  expense  of  him  and  hts  company  here,  and  to  New  York,  where, 
as  Cdcmel  Harmar  infoons,  he  is  to  visit  Congress.  He  expresses  a 
strong  desire  <^  going  to  France,  but,  as  it  mu;^  cost  something 
considerable  to  support  him  thither,  tb^e  and  back  again,  we  have 
given  him  no  expectation  that  the  Congress  will  approve  of  it.    But 
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if  it  could  be  well  affi>rded,  I  should  conceive  it  might  be  of  use  to 
our  affairs  in  that  part  of  the  country,  if,  after  viewing  the  Court, 
and  troops,  and  population  of  France,  he  should  return  impressed 
with  a  high  idea  of  the  greatness  and  power  of  our  ally,  and  th^[ice 
be  able  to  influence  the  western  Indians  with  opinions  proper  to 
defeat  the  insinuations  of  the  English  who  are  posted  on  those  frcm- 
tiers. 
With  great  regaid,  be,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


Philadelpkia,  July  3, 1786. 

Scotosh,  an  Indian  Chief  of  the  Wyandots,  and  son  to  the  half 
King  of  that  nation,  visited  the  President,  accompanied  by  Monsi^ir 
Pierre  Drouillier,  a  French  trader,  of  Detroit,  as  interpreter,  who 
acquainted  the  President  that  the  Chief  had  a  few  words  to  deliver 
fiom  his  father. 

The  Chief  then,  taking  in  his  hands  three  strings  of  white  Wam- 
pum, said : 

<<  Brother,  I  come  from  my  father  to  speak  to  you  of  good  and  bad 
'  aflSurs,  good  and  bad  news ;  my  father  now  speaks: 

"  My  Brothers,  I  inform  you  that  among  my  people  all  is  good ; 

<  we  have  no  bad  affairs,  no  bad  news  to  relate  to  you ;  nor  have  I 

*  heard  of  any  bad  news  from  Detroit.    A  string. 

<'Near  the  falls  I  have  heard  there  are  bad  affairs;  but  that 

<  coimtry  is  far  from  mine.    There  are  some  bad  people  thereabouts, 

<  vagabonds  from  different  nations,  but  none  of  my  people  are  among 
« them."    A  String. 

« My  Brothers,  I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  measuring 

<  the  Indian  country  may  be  delayed.    For  the  bad  people  will,  I 

<  fear,  take  occasion  from  the  measuring  to  do  more  mischief.    Per- 

*  haps  the  measurers  will  be  killed,  and  it  would  give  pain  to  me  and 

<  my  nation  to  hear  such  bad  news." 

The  Chief  then  spoke  as  from  himself. 

^^  Brothers,  you  have  made  a  good,  clear  road  for  us  to  come  to 
^  you  without  danger  or  inconvenience.    I  have  found  it  good  and 

*  safe,  havmg  been  kindly  treated  every  where  by  your  people.    We 
^  will  do  the  same  for  them,  when  they  have  occasion  to  pass  through 

*  our  country. 
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'<  Brothers,  I  request  you  would,  as  soon  as  possible,  let  roe  know 
<what  you  think  of  the  words  I  brought  from  roy  father,  that  I  may 

<  acquaint  him  therewith,  and  that  mischief  to  the  measurers  may  be 
'prevented." 

He  added,  that  he  was  gomg  to  New  York  to  visit  th^  Congress, 
and  that  he  bad  a  curiosity  to  cross  the  seas  and  see  France. 

The  President  replied,  that  he  would  communicate  the  words  to 
the  Council,  and  on  Wednesday  give  an  answer.  He  had  no 
expectations  of  so  much  formality  in  this  visit,  or  he  should  have 
requested  a  meeting  of  Council  to  receive  it. 

July  5, 1786. 

Scotosh,  son  to  the  half  King  of  the  Wyandots,  with  Monsieur 
Drouillier,  his  interpreter,  coming  again  to  the  President's  House, 
the  President  spoke  to  him  as  follows : 

<<  Brother,  I  have  conmiunicated  to  the  Council  the  words  you 

<  delivered  to  me  from  your  father,  and  we  now  return  the  answer  I 

<  am  about  to  give  you,  to  be  sent  him. 

'<  Our  Brother,  we  are  glad  to  learn  from  you  that  there  are  no 
<bad  afiairs  in  your  country,  and  that  all  is  well  with  you ;  we  hope 

<  it  may  long  continue."    A  String. 

<<We  know  there  are  some  bad  people  about  the  falls,  from 
'  whence  Ve  sometimes  hear  of  mischief  done  by  them ;  we  are  glad 
*  that  none  of  our  friends,  the  Wyandots,  are  among  them ;  for  they 
^wiU  probably  soon  suffer  for  their  evil  actions."    A  String. 

<<  Our  Brother,  this  State  of  Pennsylvania  measures  no  lands  but 
^what  has  been  fairly  purchased  of  the  Six  Nations.  The  country 
'you  speak  of  is  far  beyond  our  limits,  and  the  measuring  of  it  under 
*the  direction  of  the  Congress.  It  is  therefore  with  that  great 
'Council  to  consider  your  friendly  advice  on  that  subject."  A 
String. 

The  President  then  acquamted  Scotosh,  that  as  he  was  going  to 
Mew  Yotky  the  Coimcil  had  ordered  some  money  to  be  given  to  him 
for  his  travelling  expenses,  (which  was  accordingly  done,)  and  that 
the' charge  of  their  entertainment  while  here  would  also  be  defrayed ; 
fi>r  which  he  returned  hearty  thanks.  He  was,  at  the  same,  time, 
assured  that  we  should  endeavor  always  to  keep  the  road  between  us 
as  open,  clear,  and  safe  as  he  had  found  it. 
Vol.  L— 26 
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TBOK  BENJAMIN  FBANKUN  TO  If.  G&ANIK 

Phfladelphia,  July  11, 178G. 
Sir, 

I  send  yaa  enclosed  some  letters  that  hare  passed  between  die 
Secretaiy  of  Congress  and  me,  respecting  three  millions  of  livre^, 
acknowledged  to  have  been  received  before  the  treaty  of  Pebroary, 
1778,  as  d(m  gratuit  from  the  Kmg,  of  which  only  two  millions  are 
found  m  your  accounts,  unless  the  million  from  the  Farmers  Grenertl 
be  one  of  the  three.  I  have  been  assured  that  all  die  money 
received  from  the  King,  whether  as  loan  or  gift,  went  through  your 
hands ;  and  as  I  always  looked  on  the  millicm  we  had  of  the  Farmers 
General  to  be  distinct  from  what  we  had  of  the  Crown,  I  wonder 
how  I  came  to  sign  the  contract  acknowledgmg  three  millions  of 
gift,  when,  m  reality,  there  was  only  two,  exclusive  of  that  from  tbo 
Farmers ;  and,  as  both  you  and  I  examined  the  project  of  the  con. 
tract  before  I  signed  it,  I  am  surprised  that  neither  of  us  todc  nodce 
of  the  error. 

It  is  possible  that  the  million  fiimbhed  ostensibly  by  die  Farmers, 
was  in  fact  a  gift  of  the  Crown,  in  which  case,  as  Mr.  Thomscm 
observes,  they  owe  us  for  the  two  ship  loads  of  tobacco  which  diqr 
received  on  account  of  it.  I  must  eamesdy  request  of  you  to  get 
this  matter  expluned,  that  it  may  stand  clear  before  I  die,  lest  some 
enemy  should  afterwards  accuse  me  of  having  received  a  million  not 
accounted  for. 

I  am,  be,  B.  FRANEUN. 


FROM  MONSISTTR  DURIVAL  TO  M.  GRAND. 

Translatbn. 

VeraaHles,  Aogott  30, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  cm 
the  28th  of  this  month,  touching  the  advance  of  a  million,  which 
you  say  was  niade  by  die  Farmers  Greneral  to  the  United  States  of 
America  the  3d  of  June,  1777.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  that 
advance.  What  I  have  verified  is,  that  the  King,  by  the  contract 
of  the  25th  of  February,  1783,  has  confirmed  the  gratuilous  gift 
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wbich  his  Majesty  had  previoiisly  made^  of  the  three  miffions  here* 
after  mentioned,  viz :  one  million  delivered  by  the  Ro3ral  Treasuiy 
the  10th  of  June,  1776,  and  two  other  millions,  advanced  abo  by 
the  Royal  Treasury,  in  1777,  on  four  receipts  d"  the  deputies  cf 
Congress,  of  the  17th  of  January,  3d  of  April,  10th  of  June,  and 
15th  of  October,  of  the  same  year.  This  explanation  will,  sir,  I 
hope,  resolve  your  doubt  touching  the  advance  of  the  3d  of  June, 
1777.  I  fimher  recommend  to  you,  sir,  to  confer  on  this  subject 
with  M.  Gojard,  who  ought  to  be  better  informed  than  we,  who  had 
no  knowledge  of  any  advances  but  those  made  by  the  Royal 
Treasury. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  hc.y  DURIVAL. 


VBOn  HONSIBUB  J>VmVAL  TO  U*  CRiKD. 

Translation. 

V^voilleii,  80ptemb«r  5»  1788. 
Snr, 

I  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  two  letters  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  write,  touching  the  three  millions,  the  free  gift  of  which 
the  King  has  confirmed  m  favor  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
The  Minister,  sir,  observed  that  this  gift  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
million  which  the  Congress  may  have-  received  fix)m  the  Farmers 
General  in  1777 ;  consequently,  he  thinks  that  the  receipt,  which  you 
desire  may  be  communicated  to  you,  cannot  satisfy  the  object  of  your 
view,  and  that  it  would  be  useless  to  give  you  the  copy  which  you 
desire. 

I  have  the  hooat  to  be,  &cc.,  DURIVAL. 


FBOM  M.  GRAND  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Parw,  Septemb«r  9>  1786. 

My  dear  Sir, 

The  letter  you  honored  me  with  covered  the  cc^ies  of  three  letters 

which  Mr.  Thomson  wrote  you  to  obtain  an  explanation  of  a  million 

which  is  not  to  be  found  in  my  accounts.     I  should  have  been  veiy 

much  embarrassed  in  satisfymg  and  proving  to  him  that  I  had  not 
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put  that  million  in  my  pocket,  had  I  not  applied  to  M.  Durival,  who, 
as  you  will  see  by  the  answer  enclosed,  informs  me  that  there  was  st 
million  paid  by  the  Royal  Treasury  on  the  1 0th  of  June,  1776.  This 
b  the  very  million  about  which  Mr.  Thomson  inquires,  as  I  have 
kept  an  account  of  the  other  two  millions  which  were  also  furnished 
by  the  Royal  Treasury,  viz :  the  one  million  in  January  and  April, 
1777,  the  other  m  July  and  October  of  the  same  year,  as  well  as  that 
furnished  by  the  Farmers  General  in  Jime,  1777. 

Here  then  are  the  three  millions  exactly  which  were  given  by  the 
King  before  the  treaty  of  1778,  and  that  furnished  by  the  Farmers 
Gentii;^.  Nothing  then  remains  to  be  known  but  who  received  the 
first  million  in  June,  1776.  It  could  not  be  myself,  as  I  was  not 
charged  with  the  busiAess  of  Congress  until  January,  1777.  I 
therefore  requested  of  M.  Durival  a  copy  of  the  receipt  for  the  one 
million.  You  have  the  answer  which  he  returned  to  me.  I  wrote 
to  him  again  renewing  my  request,  but  as  the  courier  is  just  setting 
off,  I  cannot  give  you  his  answer,  but  you  will  receive  it  in  my  next 
if  I  obtain  one. 

In  the  meanwhile,  I  beg  you  will  receive  the  assurances  of  the 
sedtSM^Kti  of  respect^  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  be, 

GRAND. 


FROM  M.   DURIVAL  TO  M.   GRAND. 

Translation. 

Yersailles,  September  10, 1786. 

Sir, 

1  have  laid  before  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  as  yx)u  seemed  to 
desii^,  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  yesterday. 
The  Minister  persists  in  the  opinion  that  the  receipt,  the  copy  of 
which  you  request,  has  no  relation  to  the  business  with  which  you 
were  entrusted  on  behalf  of  Congress,  and  that  this  piece  would  be 
useless  in  the  new  point  of  view  in  which  you  have  placed  it. 
Indeed^  sir,  it  is  easy  for  you  to  prove  that  the  money  m  question 
was  not  delivered  by  the  Royal  Treasury  into  your  hands,  as  you 
did  not  begin  to  be  charged  with  the  business  of  Congress  until 
January,  1777,  and  the  receipt  for  that  money  is  of  the  10th  of  June, 
1776. 

I  have  the  honcM*  to  be,  8z;c.>  DURIVAL. 
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FROM  M*   GRAND  TO  BENJAMIN  FBANKLtN. 

Translation. 

PariB,  Sq>tember  12, 1786. 
Sir,* 
I  hazard  a  letter  in  hopes  it  may  be  able  to  jom  that  of  the  9th  at 
L'Orient,  in  order  U>  forward  to  you  the  answer  I  have  just  received 
from    M.  Durival.     You  will  there  see  that  notwithstanding  my 
entreaty  the  Minister  himself  refuses  to  give  me  a  copy  of  the  receipt 
which  I  asked  for.    I  cannot  conceive  the  reascm  for  this  reserve, 
OMne  especially  since  if  there  has  been  a  million  paid,  he  who  has 
received  it  has  kept  the  account,  and  it  must  in  time  be  known.    I 
shall  hear  with  pleasure  that  you  have  been  more  fortunate  m  this 
•respect  in  America  than  I  have  been  in  France ;  and  I  repeat  to  you 
the  assurance  of  the  sentiments  of  regard,  with  which  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  SfC.f 

GRAND. 

0 

PROM  BEI^^AMIN  FBAN^MN  fO  ^OHN  JAT. 

Philadelphia,  November  21, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  send  the  enclosed  papers,  requesting  your  perusal  of  them,  and 
that  you  would  let  me  know  what  answer  I  may  make  to  SirEMward 
Newenham  and  General  Washington.  I  have  known  Sir  Edward 
many  yeais,  and  that  he  was  always  a  firm  friend  to  our  cause,  and 
rendered  many  substantial  services  to  our  countrymen  that  happened 
to  be  prisoners  in  Ireland.  Hitherto  we  have  parried  the  infinite 
number  of  French  applications  for  consulships  in  their  ports  by 
acquainting  them  with  the  law  of  Congress  to  appoint  none  but 
citizens.  I  know  not  whether  the  Congress  will  think  fit  to  deviate 
in  this  instance,  as  it  will  open  a  door  for  boundless  solicitation ; 
though  I  could  wish  Sir  Edward's  merit  could  have  some  mark 
conferred  on  it  of  the  gratitude  and  regard  of  our  States.  I  do  not 
pretend  to  solicit  Congress  m  his  favor,  having  no  opinion  of  my 
mterest. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN. 

Please  to  return  the  letters  when  done  with. 
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SIR  EOWABD  WRWWSfUM  TO  BENJAMIN  FEANKLIN. 

Belle  Champe,  July  10, 1786. 
My  dear  Frieodi 

I  know  not  how  to  apologize  for  the  liberty  I  now  take.  *  Your  own 
goodness  of  heart  must  seal  my  paxdoti.  I  can  only  say  that  ware 
our  situatioos  changedi  I  Aovid  do  the  same  for  you. 

I  have  fixed  my  son,  Mr.  Robert  O'Callaghan  New^d3an)>  at 
Marseilles,  wheie  hb  sister  lives*  She  is  married  to  Mr.  Fdsch,  of 
that  city,  and  Consul,  for  Sweden  at  that  and  the  neighboring  ports. 
I  invest  aU  his  fortune  in  the  trade  of  that  rismg  city,  wbeie  be  will 
spend  the  rest  of  hb  dasrs. 

He  has  oAra  addressed  me  to  solicit  tins  frvor,  at  last  I»s  perse- 
verance and  sanguine  hopes  of  stiocess  have  induced  me  to  second 
iis-mA:  It  b  to  have  the  (fistingubhed  honor  coofenred  upon  him 
by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  d  beiog 
appcMUted  their  Consul  at  the  port  of  Marseilles.  I  will  be  bound 
in  any  penal  sum  for  hb  godd  conduct.  I  can  assert,  on  the  most 
sacred  word  of  man,  that  he  b  blessed  with  the  purest  principles  of 
integrity  and  virtue ;  be  b  attentive  to  his  religious  and  civil  duties ; 
he  has  exceeding  good  natural  parts,  and  b  well  read  m  hbtory ; 
speaks  French  perfectly,  and  is  now  leammg  all  other  languages. 
Though  he  b  my  son,  I  would  not  ascribe  merits  or  virtues  to  him 
which  he  did  not  really  possess.  He  was  always  warm  in  the  cause 
of  America,  as  all  the  rest  of  my  family  (one  only  excepted)  have 
been.  May  I  then,  my  dear  and  respected  friend,  entreat  your 
parental  solicitation  in  favor  of  a  beloved  and  dutiiul  son,  thus  to 
honor  the  parent  and  raise  the  son  into  future  consequence.  It  will 
be  mine  and  my  family's  pride  to  have  my  son  dbtinguisbed  by 
Congress^  (that  glorious  assembly  of  patriots,)  in  whose  cause  I  so 
early  engaged,  whose  interest  I  supported,  whose  suffering  sailors  I 
often  relieved;  and  I  believe  the  active  part  I  took  in  prevent^lg 
more  troops  to  be  sent  out  of  thb  kingdom  to  keep  up  the  devastation 
of  war  in  America,  b  well  known  to  Congress.  J  never  deserted 
their  came  when  victory  appeared  doub^fid,  though  my  estate,  and 
perhaps  my  life,  would  have  been  forfeited  had  not  their  own  perse* 
verance  (aided  by  Heaven)  overcome  difficulties  then  deemed 
insurmountable. 

Thb  request  and  ckcumstances  being  laid  before  Cwgress.  by 
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YOUf  will,  I  trust,  ensure  success,  I  shall  be  proud  to  shew  my 
eouDtiTmen  that  my  zeal  for  American  independence  has  been 
rewarded  in  the  most  honorable  manner,  and  that  the  saiiors  of 
American  freedom  bear  a  reciprocal  regard  for  their  Irish  friends. 

I  shall  impaUently  expect  the  honor  of  an  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  sir,  with  the  most  sincere  and  perfect 
jespect  and  esteem,  your  most  obliged  and  obedient  humble  ser* 
vant^ 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 


FROM   SIR  EnWABD  NEWENHAM  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN* 

Belle  Champe,  Aag:a0t  Id,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  beg  leaye  to  enclose  you  two  letters,  one  for  the  President  and 
the  other  for  Congress,  towards  obtaining  what  I  really  think  my 
services  have  some  claim  to,  if  it  was  no  more  than  being  the  chief 
means  of  stoppbg  the  sending  off  the  whole  army  of  Ireland  to  assist 
in  the  subjugation  of  the  freemen  of  North  America.  I  leave  the 
mtroduction  of  diis  matter  to  your  superior  wbdom.  It  is  a  novel 
and  free  mode  of  a  private  fieonan  soliciting  a  favor  and  honor  torn 
an  assembly  of  freemen ;  but,  conscious  of  my  services  and  zeal  in 
support  of  their  cause,  I  entertain  the  fondest  hopes  of  success. 

My  son  is  really  deserving  of  any  trust ;  he  has  the  best  of  prin- 
ciples ;  and  as  he  is  now,  forever,  beccxne  a  subject  of  your  magnan- 
imous ally,  he  is  a  fit  object  for  American  honors.  You  can  easily 
fi>im  an  idea  how  proud  it  would  make  me,  and  how  pleased  the 
friends  of  America  in  this  kingdom  will  be  at  his  promotion. 

I  have  lately  received  a  valuable  present  of  trees  and  seeds  from 
Colonel  Wadsworth,  of  Connecticut  State,  and  the  trees  promise 
well.  Planting  b  my  chief  amusement,  as  I  do  all  the  nice  parts 
'myself,  sowing  the  seed,  pruning,  budding,  &c.  I  never  leave  any 
thing  to  a  gardener,  therefore  I  have  one  of  the  most  healthy  and 
promising  plantations  in  the  kingdom.  I  brought  the  seeds  of  the 
largest  fir  trees  in  that  part  of  the  Alps  near  St.  Bernard  to  this  place, 
and  the  plants  are  in  the  most  promiring  ^ate;  it  is  the  finest  deal 
in  Europe,  but  not  much  used,  as  the  expense  is  so  great  in  bringing 
the  timber  over  such  a  tract  of  mountains ;  it  is  peculiar  only  to  one 
spot. 
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I  send  you  a  few  newspapers ;  by  them  you  will  see  the  accounts 
of  the  White  Boys  in  this  country,  who  never  would  have  got  up  if 
Government  had  not  insulted  the  volunteers.  They  now  wish  for 
the  volunteers  to  repel  them ;  but  none  will  march  against  them, 
except  a  few  Ministerial  dependents. 

Lady  Newraham  joins  me  in  the  warmest  respects  and  highest 
regards  for  you  and  your  grandson.  She  b  so  anxious  in  this  afiair 
that,  if  it  could  ensure  success,  she  would  cross  the  Atlantic  to  obtain 
it,  her  parental  heart  is  so  elated  with  the  idea  of  it. 

I  shall,  towards  the  latter  end  of  November,  impatiently  hope  for 
the  honor  of  an  answ^.  I  have  written  to  Gen.  Washington  and 
Mr.  Jay  to  request  their  support. 

This  goes  by  the  Dublin  packet,  Captam  AJcora. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  my  dear  sir,  and  ever  respected  friend, 
with  every  sentiment  of  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 


f  ROM  SIR  EDWARD    NSWENHAH   TO  THE    PRE8IDSMT    OF   CCmORESS. 

Belle  Champe,  near  Dublin,  Angost  13, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  letter  for  the 
honorable  Congress.  I  might  give  a  list  of  services  done  in  the 
most  perilous  times ;  I  might  give  my  account  of  expenditures ;  but 
those  having  been  dcme  and  incurred  through  principle,  I  cannot 
claim  credit  for  them ;  my  wish  is  to  be  honored  by  my  fellow- 
patriots;  that  will  be  my  glory,  and  the  pride  of  a  family  early- 
attached  to  yours  and  the  liberties  of  your  countrymen. 

I  may  have  erred  in  the  mode  of  application,  but  I  have  not 
wilfiilly  omitted  applying  in  the  most  respectfid  manner,  therefore 
entreat  indulgence  for  any  mistakes. 

I  now  beg  leave,  sir,  to  apologize  to  you  for  the  liberty  I  have 
taken,  and  the  trouble  I  presume  to  give  you,  to  lay  the  enclosed 
before  you.  The  honorable  Dr.  Franklm  will  readily  inform  you  of 
his  opinion  on  this  subject  as  far  as  it  relates  to  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c., 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 
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FROM  SIR  EDWARD   NEWENHAM  TO   CONGRESS. 

To  the  Right  Honorable  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

Belle  Champe,  near  Dublin,  August  13, 1786. 

Sirs, 

I  trust  that  this  mode  of  addressmg  so  respectable  and  magnan- 
imous an  assembly  will  not  be  deemed  presumptuous  in  a  private 
individual,  who  so  early  and  warmly  supported  the  just  rights  of  the 
freemen  of  North  America. 

It  will  be  my  pride  to  have  one  of  my  family  honored  by  you.  It 
will  shew  my  friends  and  yours  in  this  Kingdom  that  my  zealous 
endeavors  to  support  American  independence  are  most  amply 
rewarded. 

My  humble  desire  is  to  have  my  son,  Robert  O'Callaghan  New- 
enham,  honored  with  the  important  trust  of  being  Consul  for  the 
United  States  of  North  America  at  the  port  of  Marseilles,  in  the 
kingdom  of  France. 

He  is  settled  th^re  in  the  mercantile  line,  his  whole  fortune  is  to 
be  remitted,  and  he  is  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  there. 

In  my  pretensions  to  so  distingubhed  an  honor,  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  the  Honorable  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin.  I  believe  I  need 
not  refer  to  the  public  prints  of  those  days,  when  a  friend  to  the 
liberties  of  America  was  deemed  a  bold  character  for  an  Irishman  to 
support.     That  friend  I  gloried  in  being  and  ever  shall. 

I  shall  not  presume  to  add  more,  only  that  you  cannot  find  a  man 
of  better  principles,  purer  integrity,  or  warmer  zeal  in  your  service 
than  my  son.  As  such  I  recommend  him,  and  will  be  answerable 
for  the  faithfril  discharge  of  his  duty. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

EDWARD  NEWENHAM. 


FROM  LADY  GRACE  ANNA  NEWENHAM  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Belle  Champe,  August  31, 1786. 
Dear  Shr, 
Permit  me  to  solicit  your  support  towards  obtaining  the  honor  of 
my  son,  Robert  O'Callaghan  Newenbam,  being  appointed  Consul  of 
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the  United  States  of  America  at  Marseilles.  Sir  Edward  has  settled 
bim  there,  probably  for  life.  This  appointment  must  be  of  service 
to  him,  as  well  as  an  honor  to  his  father  and  me. 

I  would  not  €^Eqi  to  solicit  your  respectable  friendship  did  I  not 
know  he  will  not  disgrace  your  protectum — his  heart  and  his  prin- 
ciples are  equally  good,  and  he  possesses  an  mtelligence  and  sobriety 
of  c(»duct  much  beyond  his  years. 

Believe  me,  sir,  I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  impropriety  of  my  thu$ 
intruding  upon  you ;  but  when  1  consider  the  character  I  am  address* 
ing,  I  am  encouraged  to  expect  every  allowance  for^a  mother's 
pleading  for  the  mterest  and  honor  of  a  beloved  son ;  and  if  I  do  not 
succeed  in  my  wishes  for  him,  I  shall  feel  secure  of  pardon  from 
the  universal  philanthropy  with  which  you  are  so  eminently 
distinguished. 

I  am,  &c.,  GRACE  ANNA  NEWENHAM. 

I  request  my  compliments  to  your  grandson. 


FROM  OEOBOK  WASBINQTON  TO  BXNJAMm  r&ANKUV. 

Mount  Vernon,  Norember  3, 178(. 
Sir, 

The  letter,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  your  Excellency 
an  extract,  and  the  addresses,  came  to  my  hands  a  few  days  since* 
Whether  the  latter  are  originab  or  copies,  or  whether  any  steps  have 
been  taken  m  compliance  with  Sir  Edward  Newenham's  wishes,  you 
can  better  decide  than  I ;  also,  if  there  has  not,  what  is  best  to  be 
done  with  the  applicatbn. 

If  I  mistake  not,  this  case  militates  with  a  resolve  of  Congress, 
which  declares  that  none  but  citizens  of  these  United  States  shall 
bold  consular  appointments  under  it.  But  how  far  the  smgularity  of 
the  applicatiop,  from  such  a  character  and  under  such  enumeratbn  of 
circumstances  may  occasion  a  departure  therefrom,  (if  my  belief  is 
founded,)  is  not  for  me  to  decide. 

This  letter  to  you,  my  good  sir,  is  the  first  move  I  have  made  in 
this  business,  and  I  will  await  your  sentiments  before  I  make  another. 
I  am,  &c.,  GEO.  WASHINGTON. 
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jOTRAffr  or  A  urm;B  fboh  sm  edwabd  ncwembuk  to  geobi» 

WASHINGTON. 

Belle  Oimpe,  aear  DMin,  Angmit  Id,  178S. 
Deur  SuTy 

May  I  presume  to  solicit  your  friendship  in  obtaining  the  wish  of 
a  whole  family,  viz :  to  have  one  of  them  honored  by  the  Congress 
of  American  patriots.  The  idea  origmated  with  my  son — he  b  so 
good  and  virtuous  a  young  man  that  I  can  boldly  assert  he  never 
will  dishonor  any  confidence  reposed  in  him.  He  has  been  warm  in 
yours  and  your  country's  cause  from  the  beginning ;  his  future  life  is 
fixed  at  Marseilles,  where  hb  fortune  is  vested ;  hb  third  sister  b 
lanied  there.     He  wants  no  salary-^  b  the  honor  he  »dicits  for. 

I  cannot  express  how  anxious  I  am  to  obtain  hb  wbh.  The  mode 
I  have  adopted  b  novel,  but  it  occurred  to  me  as  the  most  respectful. 
I  have  acquainted  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay  with  thb  afiair,  and 
had  time  been  allowed,  I  am  confident  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette 
would  write  most  warmly  in  our  favor ;  but  as  this  b  the  only  oppor- 
tunity of  a  safe  conveyance  that  I  can  have  for  some  time,  I  could 
wot  delay  it ;  the  diip  Dublin  Packet,  Captain  Alcorn,  sails  to-mor- 
fow  for  Phikcfelphia,  and  thb  will  be  committed  to  hb  care. 


TEOM  JOHN  JAV  TO  BENJAMIN  TRANKLIN. 

New  York,  December  30, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  27th 
day  of  November  last,  with  the  papers  mentioned  to  be  enclosed  with 
it^  which  shall  be  laid  before  Congress  as  soon  as  they  make  a  House. 

Letters  from  Sir  Edward  Newenham,  on  the  same  subject,  had 
been  previously  received,  but  the  want  of  an  adequate  representation 
m  Congress  has  hitherto  prevented,  and  still  prevents,  a  decision  on  it. 

With  sentiments  of  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


raOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE   PBESIDENT   OF   PENNSYLVANIA. 

New  York,  February  8, 1787. 

Mr.  Jat  presents  hb  compliments  to  hb  Excellency  Doctor 
Franklin,  and,  agreeable  to  hb  request,  has  the  honor  of  returning^ 
kerewitb  enclosedy  the  letters  transmitted  in  the  Doctor's  letter  of 
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die  21st  November  last.  Those  letters,  with  others  on  the  same 
subject,  were  laid  before  Congress,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  act 
which  confines  their  appointment  of  Consub  to  citizens,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  that  Congress  would  most  readilj  have  complied  with  Sir 
Edward  Newenham's  request* 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

New  York,  Febnnuy  94, 1787. 

Sir, 
I  have  just  received  a  letter  firom  Lady  Newenham  on  the  subject 
of  the  application  of  Sir  Edward  for  the  consulship  of  Marseilles  for 
thmr  son.  The  solicitude  of  that  amiable  fiunily  to  obtain  that  maik 
of  the  notice  of  the  United  States  seems  so  fervent,  that,  considering 
their  uniform  and  zealous  attachment  to  America,  the  necessity  of 
disappointing  their  hopes  is  to  be  regretted,  especially,  too,  as  the' 
object  of  their  wishes  is  far  from  being  a  very  important  one.  If  Mr« 
Newenham  would  come  to  this  country,  and  be  naturalized,  in  either 
of  the  States,  I  presume  the  objection  arising  firom  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, which  confines  these  appointments  to  citizens,  would  be 
removed ;  and  on  the  least  intimation  that  he  would  then  have  the 
honor  he  solicits,  I  apprehend  he  would  not  hesitate  to  take  this 
step.  It  would,  however,  be  improper  for  me  to  suggest  such  a  hint 
to  Sir  Iklward,  unless  authorized  by  Congress  to  do  it ;  and  I  take 
the  liberty  of  mentioning  this  expedient,  fix>m  an  opinion  that  nothing 
but  the  act  in  question  restrains  Congress  from  complying  with  hb 
request,  and  gratifying  the  wishes  of  that  good  friend  of  our  country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Philadelphia,  January  3d,  1787. 

Sir, 

Mr.  Samuel  Vaughan,  jr.,  has  informed  me  that  he  purposes 

^iplying  to  CcNdgress  for  an  ^nplojrment  in  their  mtraded  Mmt,  and 

(or  some  encouragement  to  explcnre  the  United  States  with  respect  to 

the  ores,  minerals,  &c.,  that  may  be  contained  in  their  territxmes, 
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and  has  requested  of  me  a  line  of  recommendation  to  you.  I  do. not 
know  how  far  his  idews  may  be  compatible  with  those  of  Congress, 
nor  do  I  presume  to  have  any  interest  that  may  promote  them ;  but 
if  it  may  b6  of  use  to  him,  I,  with  jdeasure,  give  this  testimony,  that 
I  have  known  him  some  years,  during  which  he  has  been  constantly 
engaged  in  the  diligent  study  of  metallurgy  and  mineralogy,  and  in 
travelling  through  most  of  the  countries  of  Europe,  where  there  are 
mines,  and  where  those  sciences  flourish,  to  inspect  the  one  and 
converse  with  the  learned  and  experienced  professors  of  the  other ; 
that  he  has  brought  with  him  to  this  country  a  most  valuable  collec- 
tion of  books  on  the  subject,  as  well  as  a  very  great  assortment  of 
all  the  different  ores,  &c.,  and  that  I  esteem  him  as  a  man  of 
probity  and  integrity,  as  well  as  of  great  skill  and  ingenuity,  so  that, 
in  my  opinion,  iL  induced  to  stay  among  us  with  his  collections,  it 
will  be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  country. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  to  be,  &c.,  B.  FRANKLIN. 


rROM  SAMUEL  VAUGHAN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

*  Philadelphia,  December  99,  1786. 

Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  I  have  ent^tained  some 
thoughts,  with  the  concurrence  of  my  friends,  of  offering  myself  as 
a  candidate  for  one  of  the  offices  in  the  Mmt  lately  established  by 
Congress ;  and  in  this  case  I  have  little,  doubt  your  favoring  me  with 
yomr  counsel,  and  if  the  idea  meets  your  approbation,  of  then  assistmg 
me  with  that  ^recommendation  only,  for  which  your  acquaintance 
with  me  might  be  a  foundation.  As  to  a  friend,  I  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  speaking  fully  of  ^ly  views,  and  I  shall  hope  for  your 
indulgence,  in  attendmg  for  a  few  moments  to  them. 

I  am  too  much  an  advocate  for  liberty  of  retirement,  ever  to  seek 
an  (^ce  to  form  my  object  in  life ;  my  circumstances  and  connexions 
render  me  perfectly  independent  of  every  pecuniary  motive ;  and  I 
hope  I  have  more  meritorious  reasons  for  my  conduct  than  any 
external  applause.  I  am  induced,  sir,  to  offer  myself  in  this  line,  as 
the  one  in  which  I  could  be  the  most  eminently  useful,  and  which  I 
could  execute  with  the  greatest  self-approbation.    I  appeal,  sir,  to 
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your  own  knowledge  of  my  studies  and  trayels,  for  a  presumption  of 
my  ability  for  this  office,  as  coinage  is,  particularly  in  Germany,  one 
of  the  inferior  branches  to  chemistry  and  mineralogy.  However, 
the  best  chosen  collection  of  books  in  this  continent,  in  this  line,  a 
collection  of  mmerals  that  would  be  rery  respectable  even  in 
Europe,  and  a  perfect  apparatus  for  every  operation,  particularly  for 
assaying,  which  I  have  just  received  from  Europe,  will  carry  a  still 
stronger  proof  of  my  having  made  metallurgy  a  considerable  object 
of  my  attention.  Exclusively,  I  pretend  to  connexions  in  Europe 
that  lead  me  to  imagme  I  could  execute  the  proposed  plan  mote 
perfectly  and  more  economically  than  it  is  likely  may  be  done  by" 
perhaps  any  one  on  this  continent.  I  should  be  happy  to  be  nomi- 
nated to  the  appointment  in  question,  provided  that  it  was  not  to  be 
considered  as  bmding  for  more  than  from  three  to  six  years,  and 
provided  that  six  weeks  or  two  months  in  the  year  might  be  allowed 
me,  when  the  Mint  was  once  in  a  regular  train,  for  an  attention  to 
my  private  concerns.  I  cannot  help  here  observing,  that  there 
seems  to  be  an  error  made  by  Congress  m  the  arrangement  of  the 
Mmt.  It  b  the  establishment  of  separate  offices,  to  appearance, 
also  mdependent  of  each  other,  and  nearly  on  a  level.  One  director, 
to  which  every  department  should  be  subservient,  would  be  less 
expensive,  more  regular  and  expeditious,  and  less  liable  to  mis- 
carriage. 

My  ultimate  object,  sir,  in  seeking  this  employment,  is  not  the 
Mint,  the  direction  of  which,  m  itself,  would  be  a  trifle ;  but  another, 
more  important  and  extensive.  It  is  the  exploring  the  mineral  pro- 
ductions  of  the  United  States.  It  is  the  public  utility  and  my 
inclinations  that  I  consult;  not  my  personal  emolument  The 
object  would  require  some  years,  and  to  pursue  it  at  my  own  private 
expense  would  be  too  great  a  sacrifice.  I  shall  not  only  be  satisfied 
if  my  ttxtnuMrdinary  dbbursements  are  paid,  but  I  wish  to  save  that 
expense  to  the  State,  by  uniting  the  pursuit  with  an  office  the  duties 
of  which  will  be  ^ctremely  cumbersome ;  and  as  unconnected  with 
my  own  plan,  I  should  derive  neither  satisfacti(Mi,  honor,  or  profit. 
If  my  own  ideas  are  not  approved  of  by  yourself,  I  beg  you  to 
interest  yourself  no  further  on  the  subject*  I,  however,  imagine  that 
there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  union,  and  that  when  the  Mint  is 
once  established,  and  in  a  regular  train,  as  much  time  may  be  spared 
as  the  seasons  would  allow,  to  apply  to  the  object  in  question. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  415 

The  plan  that  I  would  have  the  honor  to  propose,  would  be  to 
travel  through  the  most  inhabited  parts  of  the  country  to  determme 
tfie  different  mineral  productions,  and  give  the  result  cf  my  inquiries 
to  the  public  in  difierent  and  easy  modes  of  informatbn.  To  point 
out  the  ores  proper  tor  the  extraction  of  the  several  metals ;  clay  for 
bricks,  crucible  work  in  the  various  manufactures,  pott^,  queen's 
ware  or  porcelain ;  lime  and  marl  for  fluxes,  manure  or  cement ;  sand 
proper  for  making  of  glass,  for  casting,  or  colors ;  coal  for  its  various 
applications ;  common  salt  in  countries  distant  from  navigation,  and 
salt  springs;  and  strata  of  other  salts  for  alum,  soap,  powder,  &C, 
besides  an  infinity  of  other  mineral  productbns  necessary  to  society. 
Mineralogy  is  at  present  reduced'  to  a  regular  science ;  it  is  found  ot 
late  that  the  mountams  in  the  universe  are  not  tl^confused  mass  of 
substances  formerly  supposed,  but  are  so  homogeneous  as  to  give 
sufficient  grounds  for  systems  of  subterranean  geography;  and  have 
a  certain  regularity  that  to  one  informed  in  this  science  renders  the 
exploring  of  a  country  £ut  seldom  difficult.  The  only  objections  to 
my  mind  arise  from  the  badness  of  the  roads  in  some  parts,  and  the 
prejudices  of  individuals  in  others ;  and  this  latter  renders  the  sanction 
of  the  public  authority  the  more  necessary.    . 

Not,  however,  to  occasion  too  high  expectations  being  formed  of 
tins  plan,  I  must  add,  sk,  that  I  cannot,  notwithstanding  what  I  have 
said  above,  pretend  in  every  case  to  point  out  directly  the  place  where 
a  man  may  find  the  substance  he  stands  in  need  of,  particulariy  the 
metals.  My  province  will  only  be  to  indicate  the  most  probable 
places  of  research.  It  is  po^ble,  with  oonside^le  accuracy,  to 
determine  every  kind  of  strata  in  a  country,  but  not  to  point  out  the 
presence  of  every  adventitious  substance,  not  a  necessary  and 
constituent  part  of  that  strata,  but  which,  when  existing,  might  be 
found  in  that  strata  alone.  Thus  there  is  a  kind  of  copper  ore  found 
only  in' a  certain  species  of  slate.  I  might  discover  where  that  slate 
is,  but  it  is  a  chance  to  determme  whether  the  ore  is  in  it,  and  will 
be  impossible  farther  to  determme  whether  in  sufficient  quantity  tc 
deserve  notice.  It  is  again  easy  to  determme  whether  certain  strata 
exist  in  a  country,  but  not  whether  they  are  proper  for  the  uses  we 
require.  Thus  clay  or  coal  may  be  found,  but  it  must  be  the  object 
of  particular  research  to  know  whether  the  first  is  sufficiendy  free  fix>m 
metals  or  acids  for  porcelain,  or  the  latter  of  a  proper  purity  to  apply 
to  Ae  workmg  of  metals.    In  short,  it  b  not  to  discover  the  particular 
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spot  where  eveiy  substance  may  be  found  with  every  necessary 
circumstance  for  application  to  the  various  manufactures  in  which 
the  same  mmeral  may  be  used,  but  to  give  the  general  system  of  the 
country,  and  the  probable  places  in  which  different  manufacturers 
may  search  for  their  several  objects.  The  assertion  which  I  have 
made  of  there  bemg  a  certain  determinate  order  of  strata  in  every 
part  of  the  globe,  of  which  we  have  as  yet  any  accounts,  you  may 
imagine  to  have  some  foundaticm  also  in  this  continent,  fix)m  the 
common  observation  of  the  mountains  running  in  ranges ;  but,  at  the 
same  time,  the  extent  of  this  continent  points  out  the  labor  and  time 
that  it  will  be  requisite  to  devo^  to  the  subject  before  we  can  flatter 
ourselves  with  any  considerable  return.  So  far,  sir,  for  my  plan ;  I 
will  now  touch  upon  the  expediency  of  it. 

The  encouragement  of  mining  has,  by  many  sensible  people  on  this 
contment,  been  highly  reprobated  as  likely  to  turn  to  the  prejudice  oi 
the  coitimnnity ;  many  examples  offering  in  this  country  in  their  favor 
in  cases  of  a  want  of  success,  and  that  of  Spain,  where  they  have 
the  most  decided.  But,  sir,  in  this,  as  in  every  thing  else,  ignorance 
is  the  source  of  error.  What  should  a  rational  man,  sh(»t  of  disap- 
pointment, expect  in  the  application  of  a  science,  with  the  first 
rudmients  of  which  he  was  totally  unacquainted  ?  Mining  m  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Germany,  and  lately  in  France  and  Russia,  where  they  are 
guided  by  experience  and  instruction,  is  a  manufacture  in  the  strictest 
point  of  view ;  bemg,  as  in  the  case  of  every  manufacture,  governed 
by  the  rarity  of  the  first  materiab,  and  the  labor  spent  in  producmg 
them.  And,  further,  they  are  as  well  calculated,  and  carried  on  with 
as  much  certamty  of  the  produce,  in  relation  to  the  expense,  as  almost 
in  any  other  manufacture.  On  the  other  hand  e^  effects  are  produced 
in  Spain,  not  by  the  pursuit  of  mining,  but  by  the  depravity  of  the 
Legislature.  In  a  firee  country  every  thing  tends  to  an  equality,  and 
there  is  only  that  difference  exbting  necessary  to  reward  the  indus- 
trious. No  e^  can  arise  but  luxury,  which  carries  with  it  its  own 
cure ;  and  otherwise  I  believe  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  prove  any 
ff&  of  nature  to  be  hurtful  where  freedom  of  inquiry  is  permitted,  and 
still  less  where  it  is  encouraged,  and  the  human  hiind  guided  by  the 
precepts  of  reason.  But  although  minmg  forms  a  capital  object  in 
the  present  plan,  it  is  by  no  means  the  principal  one,  and  much  less 
does  the  valuable  metals  form  a  considerable  part  of  it.  As  we  have; 
as  yet  had  but  little  information  of  any  signs  of  gold  or  silver  in  these 
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States,  there  is  little  likelihood  of  their  presence  in  any  considerable 
quantity.  The  most  necessary  ones  in  our  common  economy  are  the 
most  plentiful.  If,  sir,  you  pursue  the  list  which  I  have  begun,  some 
pages  back  you  will  find  that  the  metals  are  >the  least  numerous 
subjects  of  demand;  and  if  you  consider  the  attention  of  most 
European  nations  to  the  procuring,  workmg,  and  combining  the 
metals,  and  the  knowledge  requisite,  you  will  perhaps  agree  that 
America  b  likely  to  attend  to  more  simple  manufactures.  It  is  true 
that  America  offers  little  encouragement  in  the  present  moment  for 
the  establishment  of  manufactures;  but  whoever  understands  the 
causes  of  this  situatbn  must  at  the  same  time  perceive  their  daily 
and  rapid  decrease.  It  is  impossible  but  America  must  be  a  manu* 
&cturing  country  as  well  as  an  agricultural  one.  Its  nature  and 
situation  will  render  their  existence  necessary.  And  if  in  the 
neighboihood  of  navigation  the  cheapness  of  European  labor  may 
prevent  their  pursuit,  yet  when  the  inland  parts  become  inhabited, 
the  expense  of  both  water  and  land  carriage  will  render  their  estab- 
lishment, in  such  situations,  easy  and  profitable.  But  let  this  period 
happen  when  it  will,  no  argument  can  arise  from  it  against  the  present 
plan.  The  time  of  inquiry  should  precede  the  want,  and  the  greater 
the  pre^nt  difficulties  the  more  necessary  to  lend  a  helping  hand. 
England,  famous  for  its  manufactures,  particularly  of  mineral  produc- 
tions, blessed  as  it  is  with  the  utmost  exclusive  possession  of  some 
substances  to  distribute  to  its  sister  nations,  greatly  fails  in  most 
sciences  that  would  assist  the  research  of  mdividuals  for  raw 
materials,  or  when  found  of  procuring  them  with  the  greatest 
economy.  There  is  not  a  smgle  book  I  am  acquainted  with  in  the 
English  language,  made  for  the  instruction  of  mdividuals  in  the 
several  sciences,  requisite  to  give  them  proper  views  of  those  objects ; 
and  it  is  the  reason  why  in  England  mining  is  so  hazardous  and 
uncertain ;  nay,  often  ruinous.  It  b  the  reason  also  why  mineral 
pursuits  are  so  contracted  there,  and  why  the  inhabitants  of  these 
States  labor  under  the  same  disadvantages. 

The  inactivity  or  inadvertency  of  Government  in  not  procuring 
proper  mstructions  for  its  subjects  is  the  cause  of  the  backwardness 
o[  England  in  almost  every  branch  of  mineral  knowledge.  The 
object  b*too  expensive  for  patriotic  individuals,  requires  the  union  of 
loo  many  branches  of  science,  and  the  sacrifice  of  too  considerable  a 
piopordon  of  time.  In  more  despotic  countries,  where  the  education 
Vol.  L— 27 
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of  the  people  depends  more  on  the  Government,  the  rulers,  if  tfaegr 
have  cramped  their  ideas  on  subjects  where  the  light  of  nature  is 
ahnost  a  sufficient  director,  have  thought  it  necessaxy  to  instruct  them 
in  those  which  required  extent  of  knowledge,  esperience,  and  pene* 
tration.  France,  ambitious  that  its  subjects  should  enjoy  the  greatest 
blessings  offered  bj  nature  compatible  with  the  constitution  of  ks 
Government,  employed  four  eminent  men  the  greatest  part  of  their 
lives  in  travelling  through  different  countries  to  determine  the  subter- 
ranean geography  of  the  earth,  the  modes  of  procuring  the  difier^it 
mmeral  productions,  and  their  different  applications.  T^eir  publica* 
tions  form  one  of  the  most  important  guides  mankmd  possess  in  this 
line;  and  firom  that  time  the  French  have  constantly  had  some 
persons  travelling  with  this  view,  and  daily  reaped  advantage  fiom 
the  pursuit.  The  Elector  of  Saxony  employed  a  weU-instructed 
officer  to  examine  the  whole  of  his  territ(ffy,  and  has  published  hb 
account  for  the  benefit  of  his  subjects.  The  Elector  of  Hanover 
lias  trod  nearly  in  die  same  path.  The  King  of  Sweden  and  the 
Emperor  of  Germany  have  instituted  umilar  inquiries,  and  although 
die  result  has  not  been  published  fiom  authority,  yet  it  b  taught  in 
their  schools  for  mineral  officers.  Lastly,  the  Empress  of  Ruana 
sent  the  famous  Pallas  to  the  various  parts  of  her  immense  donunioos, 
and  after  his  drawmg  up  a  general  plan  of  the  country,  which  has 
been  published  for  the  instruction  of  the  inhabitants  m  four  quarto 
volumes,  she  sent,  under  his  direction,  properiy-instructed  persons  to 
all  parts  qf  her  d<Hninions,  to  ;nake  still  more  particular  researches, 
and  in  which  they  are  at  present  employed.  It  is  the  department 
that  Mr.  Pallas  has  successfoUy  executed  that  I  am  endeavoring  to 
establish,  confidofit  that  nowhere  can  so  much  good  proceed  fiom 
inquiry  and  knowledge,  as  where  the  pursuit  and  use  of  it  is  guarded 
by  freedom. 

This,  sir,  is  the  outline  of  my  nu^ves  for  applying  to  you  at 
present;  the  explanati<Hi  was  rather  too  long  for  a  letter,  but  yet  the 
novdty  of  the  subject  in  this  country  requij^ed  it.  If  you  think  the 
plan  reasonable,  likely  to  be  beneficial  to  the  community,  and  to  be 
carried  mto  execution,  I  beg  you  will  present  the  enclosed  to  die 
present  Treasurer,  aided  with  your  supp(»rt. 

I  beg  my  particular  compliments  to  Mrs.  Jay,  and  nmaini  with 
the  most  respectfiil  sentiments,  be, 

SAMUEL  VAUGHAN,  Jr. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affittrs,  January  19,  I78T. 
Sir, 

I  was  this  morning  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
3d  instant,  which,  relating  to  a  matter  within  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, shall  be  immediately  laid  before  the  honorable  Commissioners, 
to  whom  Mr.  Morris  and  Mr.  Vaughan  have  written  on  the  same 
subject. 

Your  sentiments  of  Mr.  Vaughan  cannot  fail  to  impress  a  very 
iav(Mable  opinion  of  him*  I  have  long  been  in  the  habit  (if  I  may 
say  so)  of  wbhing  well  to  him  and  his  family,  and  that  he  and  they 
might  become  citizens  of  America,  and  derive  from  it  as  much 
8atisfacti<m  as  they  have  manifested  attachment  to  our  cause  and 
country. 

Widi  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROlt  JOfiN  JAT  TO   SAMUEL  VAUiS^AN,  J^ 

New  York,  jAnuhify  li,  i78T. 
Dear  sir, 

I  have  been  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  39ih  ultimo,  which^ 
together  with  those  that  were  enclosed  with  it>  shall,  without  delay, 
be  laid  before  the  Commissioners  of  the  TVeasury ;  for,  as  your  plan 
evidently  merits  their  attention,  I  think  it  is  proper  fw  me  to  commu* 
nicate  it  to  them,  without  having  previously  fonned  an  opinion 
whether  it  should  now  be  adopted,  either  in  the  whole  ot  in  part* 
What  I  may  probably  think  and  do  respecting  it,  I  forbear  to  mention 
cur  to  hint;  for  I  find  it  best  to  make  no  promises  nor  professions  on 
such  occasions,  but  to  keep  myself  firee  from  engagements,  and  at 
liberty  to  act,  and  in  such  manner  as,  afler  due  investigaticm  and 
reflection,  my  judgment  may  dictate. 

Be  pleased  to  present  my  best  complimehts  to  your  &th^  and 
brother,  and  believe  me  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  esteem  and  regard^ 
&c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


420  BENJAMIN  FftANKLIN. 

FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE  COlOaSSIONERS  OF  THE  BOABD  OF  TREASUET. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affain,  January  18, 1787. 

Gentlemeni 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  two 
letters  directed  to  you,  and  two  others  directed  to  me,  one  of  which 
is  fix>m  Mr.  Samuel  Vaughan,  dated  the  29th  December  last,  and 
the  other  irom  his  Excellency  Doctor  Franklin,  dated  the  3d  day  of 
January  instant. 

Mr.  Vaughan's  letter  to  me  treats  folly  and  at  large  the  subject  to 
which  the  others  also  relate,  and  which  being  within  your  depart- 
ment, I  forbear  making  any  other  remarks  on,  than  that  I  consider 
Mr.  Vaughan  as  bemg  a  gentleman  of  merit,  and  that  several  of  the 
ideas  he  suggests  appear  t04ne  to  deserve  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  COMMISSIONERS    OF  THE  BOARD   OF   TREASURY  TO  JOHN    JAT. 

Board  of  I'reaaury,  February  25, 1787. 

Sir, 

We  are  honored  with  your  letter  of  the  18th  instant,  enclosing 
two  letters  directed  to  this  Board,  from  Mr.  Robert  Morris  and  Mr. 
Samuel  Vaughan,  and  two  others  directed  to  yourself. 

From  Mr.  Vaughan's  letter  to  the  Board  we  are  not  able  to 
determine  what  office  in  the  Mint  department  he  would  wish  to 
occupy;  though  from  the  detail  he  has  entered  into  in  his  letter  to 
you,  we  have  reason  to  conclude  that  the  office  he  has  m  view  is  in 
no  degree  connected  with  the  present  establishment  of  the  Mint. 
As  we  have  no  authority  under  the  late  ordinance  of  the  Mint  to 
nominate  any  of  the  officers  who  are  to  execute  the  various  duties  of 
that  establishment,  we  can  only  engage  to  lay  before  Congress  the 
communications  you  havb  been  pleased  to  make  to  this  Board  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Vaughan's  application. 

Enclosed  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  the  letters  directed  to 
yourself  from  his  Excellency  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Vaughan. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  esteem  and  respect,  Sec, 

SAMUEL  OSGOOD, 
WALTER  UVINGSTON, 
ARTHUR  LEE. 
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FROM  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN  TO  CHARLES  THOMSON. 

Philadelphia,  January  S7, 1787. 
Dear  Friend, 

Tou  may  remember  that,  In  the  correspondence  between  us  in 
June  last,  on  Uie  subject  of  a  million  frtt  gift  of  the  King  of  France, 
acknowledged  in  our  contract  to  have  been  received,  but  which  did 
not  appear  to  be  accounted  for  in  our  banker's  accounts,  unless  it 
should  be  the  same  with  tlie  million  said  to  be  received  from  the 
Farmers  General,  I  mentioned  that  an  explanation  might  doubtless 
be  easily  obtained  by  writing  to  Mr.  Grand  or  Mr.  Jefferson.  I 
know  not  whether  you  have  accordingly  written  to  either  of  them, 
but  bemg  desirous  that  the  matter  should  speedily  be  cleared  up,  I 
wrote  myself  to  Mr.  Grand  a  letter  upon  it,  of  which  I  now  enclose 
a  copy,  with  his  answers,  and  several  letters  from  M.  Durival,  who 
is  Chef  du  Bureau  de$  Fonds  (and  has  under  hb  care  the  finance) 
des  Affaires  Etrangeres. 

You  will  see  by  these  letters  that  the  million  in  question  was 
delivered  to  somebody  on  the  10th  of  June,  1776,  but  it  does  not 
appear  to  whom.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  it  could  not  be  to  Mr. 
Grand,  nor  to  the  Commissioners  fix>m  Congress,  for  we  did  not  meet 
in  France  till  the  end  of  December,  1776,  or  beginning  of  January, 
1777,  and  that  banker  was  not  charged  before  with  our  afiairs. 

By  the  Minister's  reserve  in  refusing  him  a  copy  of  the  receipt  I 
conjecture  it  must  be  money  advanced  for  our  use  to  M.  de  Beau- 
marchais,  and  that  it  is  a  Mystere  du  Cabinet,  which,  perhaps,  should 
not  be  further  inquired  into,  unless  necessary  to  guard  against  more 
demands  than  may  be  just  from  that  agent ;  for  it  may  well  be  sup- 
posed that  if  the  Court  furnished  him  with  the  means  of  supplying 
us,  they  may  not  be  willing  to  furnish  authentic  proo&  of  such  a 
transaction  so  early  m  our  dispute  with  Britam.  Pray  tell  me,  has 
he  dropped  hb  demands,  or  does  he  sUll  continue  to  worry  you  with* 
them? 

I  should  like  to  have  these  original  letters  returned  to  me,  but  you 
may,  if  you  please,  keep  copies  of  them.  It  is  true  the  million  in 
question  makes  no  difference  in  your  accounts  with  the  King  of 
France,  it  not  being  mentioned  or  charged  as  so  much  lent  and  to  be 
repaid,  but  stated  as  freely  given.  Yet,  if  it  was  put  into  the  hands 
of  any  of  your  agents  or  Ministers,  they  ought  certainly  to  accoua' 
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for  it.  I  do  not  recollect  whether  Mr.  Deane  had  arrived  in  France 
before  the  10th  of  June,  1776;*  but  fix»n  his  great  want  of  money 
when  I  joined  him  a  few  months  after^  I  hardly  think  it  could  have 
been  paid  to  him.  Possibly  Mr.  Jefferson  may  obtain  the  informa- 
tion, though  Mr.  Grand  could  not,  and  I  wish  he  may  be  directed  to 
make  the  inquiry,  as  I  know  he  would  do  it  directly ;  I  mean  if,  by 
Hortales  h  Co.'s  further  demands,  or  for  any  other  reason,  such  an 
inquiry  should  be  thought  necessary .f 

I  am,  &c.,  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 


FBOV  BENJAMIN  V&ANKLIN  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Philadelplua,  June  27, 1788. 
Sir, 

In  arranging  some  old  papers  I  lately  found  the  enclosed  letter 
fiom  Mr.  Blunt,  enclosing  copy  of  a  certificate  of  Commodore  JcHies 
in  favor  of  John  Jackson.  I  ought  (though  so  long  delayed)  to  send 
some  answer.  Can  you  inform  me  whether  anything  has  been  done 
for  Jackson  in  consequence  of  the  Commodore's  {»omise? 

I  send  you,  also,  two  othw  papers  respecting  services  formeriy 
done  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Limozin,  of  Havre,  and  Mr.  Milliet,. 
of  Lisbon,  for  your  conside^igtion,  and  to  be  disposed  of  as  you  shall 
think  prop^.  ►    ,j  ♦ 

Please  to  inform  me  "9^)  .er  Dohrman  is  still  in  America*  With 
great  and  sincere  esteemj,    ,j>\, 

BENJAMII^  FRANKLIN. 


KBOM  JA3fES  BLUNT  TO  BENJAMIN  FBANXLIN. 

London,  August  S,  178S. 
Sir, 

Well  acquainted  as  I  am  with  your  sentiii^ents  of  philanthropy  and 

benevolence,  fit)m  the  testimony  of  those  friends  of  yours  whom  I 

{lave  the  pleasure  of  bemg  acquainted  with,  I  deem  an  apology 

*  Deane  did  not  arriye  in  Paris  till  the  first  week  in  July. 

t  This  matter  was  not  cleared  up  till  1794,  ^hen  Qouvemeur  Morris  was  Ameri- 
ean  Minister  in  Paris.  By  application  to  the  GoTemment  he  procured  a  copy  of 
the  receipt  of  the  person  who  received  the  million  of  francs  on  the  10th  of  June, 
1775.  It  proved  to  be  Beaumarchais,  as  Dr.  Franklin  had  conjectured.  8u  Pitkin't 
^ory  qf  the  XMUd  SUUs,  vol.  I.  p.  iSSL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I 
DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  423 

uimeeessary  ibr  the  liberty  I  take  of  intruding  on  your  time,  as  it  b 
to  lay  before  you  a  case  of  real  distress*  A  friend  of  mine  has  shewn 
me  the  originals  of  the  enclosed  papeis,  and  tells  me  the  poor  man 
has  placed  his  whole  dependence  on  the  allowance  mentioned  in 
them*  He  has  waited  f(n-  some  time  the  airival  of  the  American 
Ambassador  at  this  Court,  to  whom  he  has  shown  his  claim ;  but  he 
has  been  refeired  by  him  to  Mr.  Jeflferson,  at  Paris.  If  you  would 
be  so  kmd  as  to  inform  me  what  are  the  proper  measures  to  be  taken 
for  assisting  this  poor  man,  and  your  opinion  on  his  case,  you  will 
oblige  me,  and  increase  the  veneration  and  respect  which  your  illus- 
trious character  has  excited  in  me. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you,  as  well  in  my  own  name  as  In 
that  of  my  father,  Mr.  William  Bhmt,  and  all  our  family,  on  your 
safe  return  to  this  country,  and  with  sincerest  wishes  fcnr  your  health 
aad  enjoyment, 

I  remain,  &c.,  JAMES  BLUNT. 


,    Copy. 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  bearer,  John  Jackson,  of  Hull,  came 
on  board  the  American  ship-of-war  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  under 
my  command,  off  the  Spiun,  on  the  coasi'  -^f  England,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  22d  September  last,  he  having  aken  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  for  a  British  ship-of-war ;  that  I  f  J  -  '  it  necessary  to  detain 
him  on  board  while  near  the  banks  on  that  coast,  and  afterwards 
purposed  to  set  him,  with  hb  companion  and  their  boat,  at  liberty, 
and  reward  them  for  the  service  that  I  bad  obliged  them  to  perform ; 
but  on  the  day  following,  when  I  met  with  the  Baltic  fleet,  as  the 
pilot-boat  was  some  incumbrance,  the  partner  of  the  bearer  was  put 
on  board  to  keep  the  boat  out  of  harm's  way  during  tiie  action 
between  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  and  Serapis^  after  which  he  was 
to  return  and  take  in  the  bear^,  that  they  might  return  home 
tc^ether.  The  boat,  however,  did  not  return,  and  the  poor  man 
had,  in  the  action,  the  irreparable  misfortune  to  lose  an  arm.  Deeply 
inqiressed  with  a  sense  of  his  misfortune,  and  eamesdy  desiring  to 
make  this  poor  man  and  his  family  what  recompense  lays  in  my 
power,  I  have  given  him  this  day  an  hundred  ducats ;  and  I  do  also 
promise,  in  behalf  of  the  United  States^  dial  be  shall  receive  half 
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pay  as  a  pilot  the  remainder  of  his  life^  to  commence  from  the  date 
h^eof,  payable  every  six  months  by  the  American  Ambassador  at 
the  Court  of  France,  upon  certificate  at  each  payment  from  two  or 
more  magbtrates,  expressing  the  place  where  the  bearer,  John 
Jackson,  b  then  living,  and  that  he  is  really  and  truly  the  person  in 
whose  &vor  this  obligation  b  granted. 

Given  on  board  the  Serapb  at  the  Texel,  November  15,  1779. 

JOHN  PAUL  JONES. 


Town  and  County  of  Kingston  upon  Hull. 

We,  two  of  hb  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  town  of 
Kingston  upon  Hull  aforesaid,  and  county  of  the  same  town,  do 
hereby  certify  that  John  Jackson,  of  the  same  town,  mariner,  (to 
whom  a  certificate  was  given  dated  November  15,  1779,  under  the 
hands  of  John  P.  Jones,  thereby  prombing  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  that  the  said  John  Jackson  should  receive  half 
pay  as  a  pilot  the  remainder  of  his  life,  to  commence  from  the  date 
thereof,  payable  every  six  months  by  the  American  Ambassador  at 
die  Court  of  France,)  b  now  livmg  in  the  parish  of  the  Holy 
Trinity,  in  the  town  of  Kingston  upon  Hull  aforesaid,  that  he  b 
really  and  surely  the  person  in  whose  favor  the  said  certificate  was 
granted. 

Given  under  our  hands  thblOth  day  of  June,  1785. 

HEN.  BROADLEY,  Mayor. 
H.  ETHERINGTON. 


FBOM  JAMES  MADISON  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

Virginia,  April  20, 1788. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  h<nior  to  enclose  herewith  a  letter  of  Mr.  Limozin,  of 
Havre  de  Grace.  The  external  address  to  me  was  made  on  a  sup- 
position of  my  being  an  attending  member  of  Congress,  as  I  find 
from  a  note  within  the  letter,  in  order  to  make  me  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  which  are  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

With  the  highest  respect  and  esteem,  &c., 

JAMES  MADISON. 
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FBOM  ANDREW  LIMOZIN  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANSXIN. 

Havre  de  Grace,  January  26, 17881 
Most  Honored  Sir, 

I  haTe  leamt  with  the  greatest  pleasure  that  your  Ebccdlency 
enjoys  a  good  health,  for  I  am  enquiring  about  it  from  all  the  trav- 
elers who  are  coming  from  America.  I  am  now  forwarding  to 
Congress  an  act  passed  in  our  King's  Council  for  sundry  favors 
granted  to  the  American  trade.  Mr.  Jefferson  applied  to  me  for 
advice  relatmg  to  that  matter  a  long  while  before  that  act  took  place ; 
but  I  was  sorry  to  find  that  only  a  small  part  of  the  favors  I  had 
required  were  granted.  It  is  a  very  great  pity  that  the  French 
Ministers  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  particulars  concern- 
ing trade,  and  know  but  very  little  about  the  duties  received  in  our 
custom-houses,  which  increases  the  troubles  of  a  foreign  Ambassador. 
I  am  in  good  hopes  that  as  soon  as  your  country  will  be  entirely 
settled  in  the  regulation  of  its  administration,  your  Excellency  will 
not  forget  that  when  peace  was  made  a  very  considerable  number  of 
Ammcan  prisoners  came  from  England  to  this  port ;  that  they  were 
in  the  greatest  distress,  and  that  they  had  neither  shoes'  nor  stock- 
ings— nay,  even  a  great  many  had  no  breeches ;  that  we  had  at  that 
time  very  severe  cold  weather ;  that  these  poor  souls,  having  no  money, 
could  not  provide  themselves  either  with  these  articles,  or  even  with 
victuals.  Hunger  is  a  necessity  which  forces  sometimes  the  most 
virtuous  people  to  forget  their  duty,  and  in  consequence  will  force  a 
man  to  extremes.  I  have  experienced  it  during  almost  a  fortnight, 
that  we  had  such  a  great  number  of  American  prisoners  landed  here, 
oomii:|gfix)m  the  English  prisons.  These  unhappy  men,  who  had 
sacrificed  their  liberty  in  working  and  fighting  for  their  country, 
expected  to  find  relief  when  they  came  back  to  a  country  which 
they  knew  had  fought  for  their  cause.  When  I  showed  to  these 
unhappy  fellows  the  orders  I  had  firom  Mr.  Barclay  not  to  let  them 
have  a  farthing,  because  Congress  had  not  provided  for  them,  I  heard 
at  once  four  or  five  hundred  tongues  threatening  me  to  pull  down  my 
bouse.  I  was  obliged  to  assist  every  one  of  them  in  proportion  of 
their  distress — to  give  six  livres  to  some,  nine  to  others,  and  twelve 
to  them  who  had  neither  shoes  nor  shirts  nor  stockings,  and  had  only 
a  very  poor  pair  of  trowsers.  I  mentioned  it  when  I  had  the  honor 
to  enjoy  your  Excellency's  company  at  my  house ;  your  Excellency 
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was  so  obliging  as  to  promise  to  mention  it  to  Congress,  in  order  that 
J  should  be,  if  not  reimbiursed  entirely,  at  least  rewarded.  Since 
that  time  I  have  performed  the  duty  of  the  agency  for  the  United^ 
States  of  America ;  and  I  am  happy  enough  to  say  that  I  have  done 
it  to  the  great  satisfaction  both  of  the  American  masters  and  of  the 
sailors.  I  have  procured  them  redress,  justice;  and  I  can  with 
pleasure  say  that,  until  this  day,  not  one  single  American  mastoid— 
nor  one  single  American  saUor — has  comfdained  that  I  have  not  done 
justice.  When  I  have  seen  masters  refusing  to  acknowledge  mj^ 
authority,  and  in  consequence  to  comply  with,  my  advice,  I  have 
advanced  money  to  the  sailors  whom  the  masters  (very  often  Scotch) 
wanted  to  impose  upon  them,  to  procure  redress  to  these  poor  people. 
Mr.  Thomas  Jefferson  has  been  mformed  of  all  my  proceedings, 
which  have  met  with  hb  approbation.  An  American  ship,  called 
the  Polly  and  Sally,  Captam  Thomas,  was  under  the  risk  of  heiag 
seized  three  weeks  ago,  for  having  taken  a  freight  at  Senegal  for  this 
place,  although  the  master  had  got  permission  &om  the  Senegal 
governor  to  undertake  that  voyage.  I  aj^plied  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  and 
claimed  his  protection  m  behalf  of  that  captam.  He  found  that  tha 
master,  havmg  transgressed,  it  would  not  be  possible,  ccmsidmng  his^ 
appointment,  for  him  to  take  the  defence  of  that  master.  I  have  dooa 
it  myself,  and  succeeded  not  only  to  get  for  die  master  leave  to  unload 
here,  but  procured  him  justice  for  his  freight  and  due  d^nnriage. 

I  should  have  never  repeated  these  circumstances,  had  I  not 
observed  that  Congress  having  lately  tak^  into  consideration  die 
services  of  one  Mr.  Dohrman,  have  rewarded  him  for  the  same,  I 
must  own  that  I  never  expected  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  money  I 
had  distributed  amongst  the  American  prisoners,  because  I  wfs  not 
entitled  to  do  it ;  on  the  contrary,  Mr.  Barclay  had  inf(»med  me  that: 
funds  were  appomted  by  Congress  for  that  purpose.  I  must  own 
likewise  that  if  I  had  not  seen  these  poor  people  so  angry  and  in  such: 
passion,  fomented  by  their  extreme  distress,  I  should  not  have  given 
them  that  assistance. 

I  shall  not  enlarge  myself  any  further  on  diat  subject.  I  shall  be 
perfectly  satisfied  with  what  Congress  will  do  in  my  bdialf.  I  enjoy, 
thank  God,  a  fortune  which  is  not  much  lessened  by  the  above 
exp^ises.  If  Congress  will  defray  nothing  about  it,  I  must  beg  that 
I  should  be  legally  appointed  agent,  with  power  in  bdialf  of  my  son». 
Edward  Limozin,  to  act  such  in  my  absence.    I  hope  your  Excel- 
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lency  will  not  refuse  ta  make  in  my  name  the  above  petition  to 
Congress,  and  honor  it  with  your  recommendation. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  ANDREW  UMOZIN. 


mSMORIAL   OF    THE    SIEUR  GABRIEL  MILLIET,   FORBfERLT  MERCHANT 
AT   LISBON,   BUT   NOW   RESIDING   AT   CHAILLOT,   NEAR  PARIS. 

Translation. 

The  Sieur  Arnold  Henry  Dohrman,  commissioned  by  Congress  to 
give  every  necessary  assistance  to  such  Americans  as  the  fortunes  of 
war  might  bring  mto  this  port,  called  upon  me  m  the  month  of 
January,  1780,  and  proposed  to  me  to  engage  m  some  adventures  to 
America  in  mutual  concern  with  him,  not  daring  to  undertake  it  of 
himself,  he  said,  lest  he  should  render  himself  suspicious  to  the 
Portuguese  Grovemment.  He  showed  me  so  many  advantages  in 
these  operations  that  I  consented  to  make  at  least  one  trial.  We 
therofore  agreed  that  I  should  purchase  a  ship,  that  I  should  fit  her 
out,  and  that  he  would  load  her  with  wines  to  the  amount  of  the  cost 
of  the  ship ;  and  that  for  greater  security  she  should  be  cleared  out 
fot  St.  Eustatia,  and  stop  at  Cadiz  to  be  made  a  Spanish  bottom,  and 
take  out  letters  of  marque  in  order  to  cruise  for  prizes  between 
Europe  and  America. 

These  pomts  being  agreed  upon,  I  ordered  Mr.  Roze,  my  clerk,  a 
Portuguese,  to  purchase  a  ship.  He  immediately  executed  my  orders, 
and  purchased,  m  his  own  name,  but  for  me  and  with  my  money,  ^t 
anction,  the  29th  January,  1780,  an  American  vessel  called  the 
Roebuck;  this  ship,  which  had  been  captured  by  an  English 
privateer,  and  brought  into  this  port,  was  sold  by  Messrs.  Breton  8c 
Brothers,  to  whom  it  was  consigned. 

The  purchase  money,  duties,  petty  charges,  and  provisions,  run 
thb  ship  up  to  about  twenty-tfour  thousand  livres,  and  I  think  that 
Mr.  Dohrman  put  m  her  to  the  amount  of  eighteen  to  nineteen 
diousand  livres  in  wines  of  difierent  qualities.  He,  moreover,  put 
on  board  fifty  or  sixty  American  passengers,  who  were  all  supported 
by  the  provbicHis  I  had  put  on  board.  ' 

Mr.  Dohrman  has  undoubtedly  claimed  payment  firom  Congress 
tot  the  advances  made  the  Americans,  both  on  account  of  their 
expenses  at  I^bon,  as  well  as  their  passage  from  Lisbon  to  America ; 
but  I  will  not  anticipatCi  and  will  relate  facts  as  they  happened. 
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This  ship  took  out  Portuguese  papers,  and  was  called  the  St. 
Francis  and  St.  Rose,  and  sailed  the  93d  Fdmiary  for  Cadiz,  where 
she  arrived  the  26th  of  the  same  month.  Mr.  Dohrman  then  took 
charge  of  her,  and  addressed  her  to  Messrs.  Grepy  Agazino  8c  Co., 
of  that  place.  These  gentlemen,  m  conformity  with  orders,  made  a 
pretended  sale  of  her  to  Don  Joseph  de  Mirande,  a  Spanish  merchant, 
who  accordingly  furnished  her  with  Spanish  papers,  and  obtained 
letters  of  marque,  and  despatched  her  for  English  America. 

As  I  have  said  above,  ^ere  was  on  board  this  ship  between  fifty 
and  sixty  American  passengers,  who  were  maintained  at  my  expense, 
as  well  on  board  said  vessel  as  in  Cadiz,  where  I  paid  about  cxie 
thousand  crowns  in  fiirther  supplies  of  provisions.  I  make  no  doubt, 
as  already  remarked,  that  Mr.  Dohrman  has  been  reimbursed  by- 
Congress  for  all  the  expenses  relating  to  these  pass^igers,  but  I  have 
heard  nothing  concerning  the  matter,  nor  has  Mr.  Dohrman  ever  made 
me  the  least  remittance. 

But  let  us  come  to  the  chief  point.  Thb  vessel  arrived  fortunately 
at  Boston,  but  as  the  Spanish  captain  who  commanded  her  was  not 
furnished  with  such  titles  as  would  justify  the  purchase  of  this  vessd 
at  Lisbon,  she  was  claimed  by  her  former  owner,  who  was  a  merchant 
at  Boston ;  the  wine  was  also  seized  with  the  vessel,  and  the  whcde 
sold.  Such,  in  a  few  words,  is  the  news  I  have  received  concerning 
this  vessel,  and  I  had  no  other  accounts  as  late  as  the  month  of  May, 
1783,  when  Mr.  Dohrman  departed  from  this  city  for  North  America, 
at  which  time,  being  deceived  by  the  said  Dohrman  respecting  the 
fate  of  this  vessel,  I  consented  to  a  settlement  with  him,  m  which  it 
is  said  that  in  order  to  terminate  all  differences  that  might  attend  a 
surrender  of  accounts  relatmg  to  this  ship,  I  would  ^ve  up  all  my 
pretensions,  and  would  content  myself  with  the  sum  of  sixteen 
thousand  livres,  payable  in  the  mondi  of  May,  1785,  in  lieu  of  about 
twenty-six  thousand  livres  which  this  vessel  cost  me. 

Since  that  time  I  have  learned,  from  a  person  who  transacted 
busbess  (or  Mr.  Dohrman  in  America,  and  has  returned  from  that 
country,  that  the  said  Mr.  Dcrfirman  had  obtamed  a  replevy  of  the 
seizure  made  at  Boston,  and  that  he  received,  in  the  year  1781,  the 
amount  of  the  ship,  which  was  not  sold  to  a  loss,  and  also  of  the 
wines  which  ccmiposed  her  cargo,  that  had  been  sold  to  a  considerable 
profit. 

Will  not  this  deception  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Dohrman  annul  the 
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agreement  of  the  month  of  May,  1783,  and  justify  a  prosecution  for 
the  surrender  of  accounts  concerning  this  transaction?  Several 
lawyers  whom  I  have  consulted  in  this  country  are  for  the  affirm- 
ative. 

I  have  also  another  account  to  settle  with  Mr.  Dohrman.  In 
January,  1780, 1  sent  him  seven  cases,  containing  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-four  hats,  amounting  to  fifteen  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  livres  ^they  w^re  shipped  in  his  name,  on 
board  the  ship  Juffirouw  Catharine,  as  you  may  see  by  the  copy  of 
l)ill  of  lading,  which  b  annexed  to  this  memorial,  but  his  declaration 
of  3d  January,  1780,  of  which  I  likewise  send  a  copy,  proves  my 
property  incontestably. 

When  Mr.  Dohrman  went  out  for  North  Amenca  last  year,  he 
would  neither  pay  me  for  this  article,  nor  take  any  steps  to  secure 
me  payment,  on  pretence  of  not  knowing  what  had  become  of  the 
hats ;  but  I  am  informed  by  the  aforementioned  person,  that  the  said 
bats  have  been  sold,  and  that  Mr.  Dohrman  has  received  the  amount 
of  them,  and  I  know  also  that  they  yielded  a  profit.  I  ask,  there^ 
fore,  what  steps  I  have  to  pursue  in  these  two  cases. 

I  have  a  copy  of  the  bill  of  lading,  of  Mr.  Dohrman's  declaration 
of  3d  January,  1780,  and  all  his  other  acknowledgments. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

New  York,  September  3, 1788. 

Sir, 
During  my  late  absence  bom  the  city,  the  letter  yoil  did  me  the 
bxmcir  to  write  on  the  27th  June,  arrived.  You  mentioned  to  have 
enclosed  m  it  a  letter  fix>m  Mr.  Blunt,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  certifi- 
cate firom  Commodore  Jones  in  favor  of  John  Jackson.  But  by 
some  mistake  neither  of  those  letters  were  enclosed.  The  two  other 
papers  respecting  services  done  the  United  States  by  Mr.  Limozin 
and  Milliet,  were  enclosed;  and  I  expect  soon  to  be  enabled  to 
write  to  you  particularly  on  the  subject  of  them.  Mr.  Dohrman  is 
still  in  this  city,  and  the  letter  enclosed  in  yours  for  him  has  been 
s^it  to  him.  I  cannot  learn  that  any  thing  has  been  done  for  Jack- 
son in  c<msequence  of  the  Conmiodore's  promise. 

I  am,  8tc.,  JOHN  JAY. 
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FBOM  BSHJlllIN  nUMXLIN  TO  THS   PBXSIDXRT  Of  Cm«6BXSS. 

Philadelphia,  Noyember  29, 1788. 
Sir, 
When  I  had  the  honor  of  being  the  Minister  of  the  United  States 
at  the  Court  of  France,  Mr.  Barclay  arriving  there,  brought  me  the 
following  resolution  of  Congress : 

"  Jlwofocdf,  That  a  Commissioner  be  appomted  by  Congress,  with 
'fiill  power  and  authority  to  liquidate,  and  finally  to  settle,  the 
'  accounts  of  all  the  servants  of  the  United  States,  who  have  beeif 
'  entrusted  wida  the  expenditure  of  public  money  in  Europe,  and  to 

<  commence  and  prosecute  such  suits,  causes  and  actions,  as  may  be 

<  necessary  for  tfiat  purpose,  or  for  the  recovery  of  any  (woperty  of 

<  the  said  United  States  in  die  hands  of  any  person  or  persons  what* 

*  soever. 

<<That  the  said  Commissioner  be  audiorized  to  appomt  one  or 

<  more  cleiks,  with  such  allowance  as  he  may  think  reasonable. 

<<  That  the  said  Commissioner  and  cletks,  respectively,  take  an 
^oath  before  some  person  duly  authorized  to  administer  an  oath, 

*  faithfoUy  to  execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them  respectively. 

<<  Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Commissioner,  and 

*  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  T.  Barclay  was  elected." 

In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  and  as  soon  as  Mr.  Barclay  was 
at  leisure  from  more  pressing  business,  I  rendered  to  him  all  my 
accounts,  which  he  examined,  and  stated  methodically.  By  this 
statement  he  found  a  balance  due  me  on  the  4th  of  May,  1785,  of 
7,533  livres  19  sols  3  den.,  which  I  accordingly  received  of  the 
Congress  banker;  the  difference  between  my  statement  and  his 
bemg  only  seven  sols,  which  by  mistake  I  had  overcharged ;  about 
three  pence  halfpenny  sterling. 

At  my  request,  however,  the  accounts  were  left  open  for  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  not  finally  settled,  th^e  being  some 
articles  on  which  I  desired  their  judgment,  and  haiong  some  equitable 
demands,  as  I  thought  them,  for  extra  services,  which  he  had  not 
conceived  himself  empowered  to  allow,  and  therefore  I  did  not  put 
them  in  my  account.  He  transmitted  the  accounts  to  Congress^ 
and  had  advice  of  their  bemg  received.  On  my  arrival  at  Phila* 
delphia,  one  of  the  first  thmgs  I  did  was  to  despatch  my  grandson, 
William  T.  Franklin,  to  New  Y<^k|  to  obtam  a  fiaal  settlement  of 
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tliose  accounts ;  he  having  long  acted  as  my  secretary,  and  being 
well  acquainted  with  the  transactions,  was  able  to  give  an  explanation 
of  the  articles  that  might  seem  to  require  explaining,  if  any  such  there 
were.  He  returned  without  efiectmg  die  settlement,  being  told  that 
it  could  not  be  made  till  the  arrival  of  some  documents  expected 
from  France.  What  those  documents  were,  I  have  not  been 
informed,  nor  can  I  readily  conceive,  as  all  the  vouchers  existing 
there  had  been  examined  by  Mr.  Barclay.  And  I,  having  been 
immediately  after  my  arrival  engaged  m  the  public  busmess  of  this 
State,  waited  in  expectation  of  hearing  from  Congress,  in  case  any 
part  of  my  accounts  had  been  objected  to. 

It  is  now  more  than  three  years  that  those  accounts  have  been 
befi^re  that  honorable  body,  and  to  this  day  no  notice  of  any  such 
objection  has  been  .communicated  to  me.  But  reports  have,  for 
sometime  past,  been  circulated  here,  and  propagated  in  the  news- 
papers, that  I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  United  States  for  large 
sums  that  had  been  put  into  my  hands,  and  that  I  avoid  a  settlement. 
This,  together  with  the  little  time  one  of  my  age  may  expect  to  live, 
makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  request  earnestly,  which  I  hereby  do, 
that  the  Congress  would  be  pleased,  without  furthef  delay,  to 
examine  those  accounts,  and  if  they  find  therem  any  article  or 
articles  which  they  do  not  understand  or  approve,  that  they  would 
cause  me  to  be  acquainted  with  the  same,  that  I  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  ofiering  such  explanations  or  reasons  in  support  of 
them  as  may  be  in  my  power,  and  then  that  the  accounts  may  be 
finally  closed. 

I  hope  the  Congress  will  soon  be  able  to  attend  to  this  business 
ibr  the  satisfaction  of  the  public,  as  well  as  in  condescension  to  my 
request.  In  the  meantime,  if  there  be  no  impropriety  in  it,  I  would 
desire  that  this  letter,  together  with  another  relating  to  the  same 
sulject,  the  copy  of  which  b  hereunto  annexed,  may  be  put  upon 
then:  minutes. 

With  every  sentiment  of  respect  and  duty  to  Congress,  I  am,  sir, 

B.  FRANKLIN. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

VROM  JOHN  ABAUS  TO  THE   PRESIDENT  OV   C0NGBXS9. 

The  Hague,  March  9, 1784. 
Sir, 

On  the  18th  day  of  February  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  Envoy 

Extraordmary  to  their  High  Mightinesses  fit>m  the  King  of  Prussia, 

did  me  the  honor  of  a  visit,  but  as  he  found  I  had  company,  he  soon 

took  bis  leave,  and  as  I  accompanied  him  to  the  head  of  the  stairs, 

he  told  me  he  had  something  to  propose  to  me  fit>m  the  King,  and 

desired  to  know  when  he  might  call  again.    I  offered  to  return  his 

visit  any  hour  he  pleased.     He  chose  to  call  upon  me,  and  named 

eleven  the  next  day ;  at  which  hour  he  came  and  told  me,  <<  That 

*  the  King,  who  honored  him  with  a  personal  correspondence,  and 

<  was  acquainted  with  my  character,  had  directed  him  to  make  me  a 

*  visit,  and  to  say  to  me  that  as  his  subjects  had  occasion  for  our 

*  tobacco  and  some  other  things,  and  as  we  had  occasion  for  Silesia 

*  linens  and  some  otiier  productions  of  his  dominions,  he  thought  an 
^arrangement  might  be  made  between  his  Crown  and  the  United 

<  States  which  would  be  beneficial  to  both ;"  and  the  Baron  desired 
to  know  my  sentiments  of  it. 

I  answered  him.  That  I  was  very  sensible  of  the  honor  done  by 
his  Majesty,  but  that  I  had  smgly  no  audiority  to  treat  or  enter  into 
conferences  officially  upon  the  subject ;  that  Congress  had  been  pleased 
to  confer  upon  their  Mmisters  at  the  late  peace  authority  to  enter  into 
conferences ;  that  I  could  do  nothing  but  in  concurrence  with  Mr. 
Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay,  who  were  at  Paris,  but  I  thought  I  could 
435  ^ 
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answer  for  the  good  disposition  of  those  Ministers  as  wdl  as  my 
own,  for  forming  an  arrangement  between  the  two  Powers  which 
might  be  beneficial  to  both ;  that  1  would  write  to  those  Minbters  an 
account  of  what  had  passed.  He  desired  I  would,  and  said  he  would 
write  by  the  first  post  to  the  King,  and  mquire  if  his  Majesty  had  any 
thing  in  particular  to  propose,  would  inform  him  of  my  answer,  and 
wait  his  forther  orders,  which  probably  he  should  receive  as  soon  as 
I  should  have  an  answer  fix>m  Paris. 

I  wrote  the  next  4&y,  and  on  Saturday  last  recdved  an  answer 
fipom  Doctor  Franklin  and  Mr.  Jay,  in  which  they  say  that  they  are 
persuaded  that,  the  communication  of  the  friendly  disposition  of  his 
Prussian  Majesty,  made  to  you  by  the  Baron  de  Thulemeid^,  will  give 
'great  pleasure  to  Congress.  Tie  respect  with  which  the  reputation 
of  that  great  Prince  has  impressed  the  United  States,  early  mduced 
them  to  consider  his  friendship  as  a  desirable  object,  and  we  are 
happy  in  bemg  authorized  to  assure  his  Majesty  that  they  will  most 
cheerfiilly  enter  into  such  a  commercial  treaty  with  him,  as,  being 
founded  upon  principles  of  reciprocity,  may  be  productive  of  equal 
benefit  to  both  countries.  Although  we  have  no  commissioa  to 
conclude  such  a  treaty,  yet  our  instructions  firom  Congress  enable  us 
to  job  with  the  King's  Minister  in  preparing  a  draft  of  such  a  treaty, 
which,  bmng  sent  to  Congress,  they  would,  together  with  a  commiflBiaa 
to  conclude  the  treaty,  give  us  pobted  instructions  on  the  subject, 
and  much  time  might  thereby  be  saved.  If  you  are  of  this  opinioo, 
and  his  Majesty  should  be  pleased  to  approve  such  a  measure,  we 
think  the  articles  may  be  discussed  between  you  and  the  Baron,  in 
the  first  instance,  on  the  principles  which  govem  in  the  treaties  you 
mention,  both  of  which  have  been  approved  and  ratified,  (••  e.  with 
Holland  and  Sweden.)  That  being  doae  we  might  confer  together, 
and  write  a  joint  letter  to  Congress  on  the  subject.  We  shall, 
nevertheless,  make  this  communication  a  part  of  our  next  despatch 
to  Congress. 

Yesterday  meeting  the  Baron  at  Court,  on  occa^on  of  the  Prinot 
of  Orange's  birthday,  he  told  me  he  had  received  another  letter  bom 
the  King,  and  would  call  upon  me  in  the  evening,  which  he  did,  and 
informed  me  that  the  King  had  written  to  him  that  he  was  collecting 
all  necessary  pap^:s,  and  would  soon  send  them  to  him,  with  his 
further  propositions  to  be  made  to  me.  I  shewed  him  my  letter  finom 
Paris,  with  which  he  was  well  satisfied. 
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He  added  Ant  tbe  King  had  dinected  bim  to  mention  rice  and 
indigo  as  articles  in  demand  in  his  ports  of  Embden  and  Stettin ;  and 
that  a  large  quantity  of  Virginia  tobacco  bad  been  diis  year  purchased 
^  those  ports  for  the  Baltic  market;  and  tbat  the  excdlent  porcelain 
cf  Saxony  might  be  a  desirable  article  for  the  Americans* 

I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  Congress  whether  the  modd  of  the  treaty 
with  Holland  or  Sweden  may  not,  in  general,  be  oonrenient  for  one  with 
Prussia ;  as  also  the  propriety  of  sending  a  foil  power  to  thek  Ministers 
at  the  late  peace,  or  one  or  more  of  them  to  conclude  this  business* 

With  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  and  at  a  dear  rate,  I  have*  at  last 
obtained  money  to  sare  Mr.  Morris's  bills,  which  are  payable  this 
month,  firom  going  back.  Messrs.  Willink  &:  Co.  will  transmit  the 
contract  for  tbe  ratification  of  Congress.  It  is  much  to  be  lamented 
that  we  are  obliged  to  agree  to  so  high  tenns,but  there  was  absolutely 
no  other  alternative  but  this  or  protesting-  the  bills.  This  business 
has  hitherto  necessarily  prevented  me  from  joining  my  colleagues  at 
Paris,  in  the  execution  of  our  mstructions. 

With  great  respect,  fee,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


Ustract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  February  1st, 

1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  Grand  Committee,  oonsistmg  of  Mr.  Read,  Mr. 
Foster,  Mr.  Partridge,  Mr.  Howdl,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Piatt,  Mr. 
Cadwallader,  Mr.  Henry,  Mr.  McHenry,  Mr.  Hardy,  Mr.  William- 
son, and  Mr.  Houston,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  30tb 
JSeptember,  fix>m  tbe  late  Superintendent  of  Finance,  enclosing  the 
terms  of  a  loan  of  two  millions  of  guilders,  negotiated  in  the  United 
Netheriands  by  the  HoncMrable  John  Adams,  and  an  obligation  (oi 
the  same,  entered  into  the  9th  of  March,  1784,  by  him  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States  of  America : 

Resohedy  Tbat  diree  fair  copies  of  the  obligation  be  made  out,  and 
that  a  ratification  be  endorsed  on  each  of  them,  duly  attested,  and  that 
the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afiairs  transmit  the  same 
by  several  c(mveyances  to  the  Minister  of  tbe  United  States,  to  their 
High  Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  die  United  Netherlands. 

Resolved,  That  the  ratification  be  in  the  following  terms : 

Be  it  remembered,  that  the  within  contract  or  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  Honorable  John  AdamS;  Esquire,  Minister  Plenipoten*' 
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tiary  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  their  High  Mightinesses 
the  Lords  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  in  b^alf 
of  the  said  States,  with  Messrs.  Willemn  and  John  Willink,  Nicholas 
and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst,  and  de  la  Lande  and  Fjmje,  and  thm 
successors  or  assignees,  for  a  loan  of  two  millions  of  guilders,  dated  at 
the  Hague,  March  9th,  1784,  hath  been  read  in  Congress,  approved  and 
ratified,  and  declared  obligatory  on  the  United  States  of  Arnica. 

Done  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  by  the  United 
States  m  Congress  assembled,  this  first  day  of  February,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five,  and  m  the 
ninth  year  of  our  sovereignty  and  mdependence. 


rBOM  JOHN  ADAKS   TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OV   CONGBESS. 

The  Hague,  Blarch  37, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  three  notes  fit>m  the  Prus- 
sian Minister,  the  Baron  Thulemeier,  by  which  Congress  will  see 
that  the  Kmg  has  agreed  to  take  our  treaty  with  Sweden  for  a  model, 
reserving  to  each  party  the  right  of  suggesting  such  alterations  as 
shall  appear  to  him  convenient.  My  request  to  Congress  is,  that 
they  would  be  pleased  to  send  instructions  at  the  same  time  when 
they  send  a  commission  what  articles  of  the  treaty  with  Sweden 
they  would  have  expunged,  and  what  new  ones  mserted,  if  any.  I 
mention  the  sending  of  a  commission  because  I  suppose  it  is  the 
intention  of  Congress  to  send  one.  The  mstructions  already  received 
are  not  a  fiill  power  under  which  any  sovereign  can  conclude,  nor 
regularly  even  treat ;  we  can  only  confer.  There  will  be  some  diffi- 
culty about  the  signature,  since  his  Majesty  chooses  the  negotiation 
should  be  conducted  by  M.  de  Thulemeier.  If  Congress  s^:id  the 
commission  to  their  Minbters  at  the  late  peace  as  they  did  the 
instructions,  M.  de  Thulemeier  must  take  a  journey  to  Paris,  or  a 
majority  of  the  American  Ministers  must  be  at  the  Hague. 

It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  able  to  inform  Congress  that  I 
have  obtained  the  promise  of  a  sum  sufficient  upon  the  new  loan  to 
save  the  honor  of  tiie  Fmancier's  bills,  although  I  regret  the  severity 
of  the  terms.  They  were  the  most  moderate  which  would  obtain  the 
money.  I  hope  for  the  approbation  of  Congress,  and  their  ratificaticm 
of  the  contract  as  soon  as  may  be.    Money  is  really  so  scarce^  and 
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there  are  so  many  loans  open  on  even  higher  conditions,  that  it  will 
not  be  possible,  I  fear,  to  obtain  more  money  here  on  more  reasonable 
ones.  An  impost  once  laid  on  to  pay  the  interest,  whether  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  if  that  should  be  agreed  to,  or  by  that  of 
several  States,  would  soon  give  us  better  credit  here.  But  in  order 
to  keep  our  reputation,  upon  winch  our  credit  depends,  there  should 
be  somebody  constantly  residing  here  to  publbh  illustrations  of  our 
affiurs,  and  to  confute  the  calumnies  of  our  enemies  of  all  denomi- 
nations. 

With  great  and  smcere  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


NOTE   FBOM  BARON  THULElfEIER  TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  March  14, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  King  bemg  desirous  to  give  every  possible  consistence  to  the 
treaty  of  commerce  to  be  concluded  on  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  very  willingly  adopts  your  idea  of  taking 
for  a  model  the  one  which  has  been  negotiated  with  Sweden,  and  ot 
afterwards  mtroducing  such  changes  as  a  difierence  of  circumstances 
and  position  may  render  necessary.  A  copy  of  this  treaty  has  been 
asked  of  me,  but  as  I  have  none  at  my  disposal,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
having  recourse  to  you,  sir,  and  requestmg  you  to  give  it  to  me.  If 
I  receive  it  in  the  course  of  to-morrow  I  may  be  able  to  forward  it 
by  Tuesday's  post,  which  goes,  as  you  may  periiaps  be  informed, 
before  noon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  THULEMEIEIL 

P.  S.  K  the  treaty  of  conmierce  with  Sweden  should  not  be  in 
print,  I  will  have  that  which  you  shall  send  me  copied  immediately, 
and  I  will  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  return  you  the  original. 

KOTB   FROM  BARON  TPSJUEHEIER  TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  March  95, 1784. 
Sir, 

Tou  have  desired  information  of  the  merchandizes  and  productions 

which  may  be  the  object  of  a  reciprocal  commerce  between  the 
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States  of  his  Phissian  Majesty  and  tboae  of  the  United  Sutei  of 
America.  I  am  too  much  flattered  with  the  idea  of  establiriiing  diese 
new  commercial  connexions  in  conjunction  with  you^  ncc  to  be 
^irnestly  desirous  of  communicating  to  jaa  Ae  ideas  I  bare  cdlected, 
both  from  the  instructions  which  my  Court  hare  ibmidied  me  with 
in  the  first  instance,  and  such  as  I  have  obtained  from  odier  cbanndg. 
The  description  that  I  o&r  yoo  will  be,  however,  very  socdnct. 
Confining  myself  to  the  most  essential  articles,  I  tender  you,  sir, 
every  eclairissement  you  may  wish  for,  and  which  may  be  necessary, 
perhaps,  when  the  negotiation  with  which  we  are  charged  shall  have 
taken  some  c<Hisistence. 

byfortations  into  hU  Prussian  Majesty's  Dctninians. 

A.  Virginia  tobacco. 

B.  Rice. 

C.  Indigo. 

D.  Whale  oil. 

Espartations  firam  his  Majestj/^s  Dondnions  to  the  Vmted  States  of 

America. 

A.  Silesian  linens  of  general  sale  throughout  the  continent  of 
America,  as  also  in  the  West  Indies. 

B.  Russian  hemp,  the  best  that  b  known. 

C.  Berlm  Porcelam,  a  finer  kind  than  that  of  Saxony,  and  not  so  dear. 

D.  Some  productions  of  Prussian  industry,  such  as  hardware  from 
the  county  of  Mark,  which  till  now,  as  well  as  the  Silesian  linens, 
have  gone  through  the  hands  of  the  English,  and  have  consequendy 
increased  their  price  on  their  entry  into  Ammca. 

E.  Cloths  of  all  kmds,  camblets,  and  such  like  merchandizes. 

I  shall  add,  sir,  that  the  King  leaves  to  Congress  the  choice  of 
such  of  his  ports  for  the  commerce  of  exchange,  or  the  deposit  oi 
merchandize,  as  may  be  most  suitable  to  them.  Embden,  situated 
towards  the  North  Sea,  opens  the  ports  to  a  trade  with  the  wesloii 
part  of  Germany.  Stettin,  a  maritime  place  on  the  Baltic  widi  the 
interior  of  this  vast  region,  by  means  of  the  Oder.  Iflnally,  the 
ports  of  the  two  Prussias  establish  a  beneficial  commerce  with  the 
Kingd(»n  of  Poland,  where  the  American  fish,  and  especially  the 
codfish,  may  be  sold  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

THE  BARON  DE  THULEMEI^l. 
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HOTS  nOM  BAB<Hr  TBOUOaoat  TO  JOHK  ABIMS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  March  25, 1784. 
Sir, 
The  Sieur  Christian  Ravenhorst,  Lutheran  Minister  at  Ebenezer, 
m  Georgia,  died  there  some  years  ago ;  and  his  widow,  Anne  Bar- 
barine  Elraffiin,  died  in  the  same  place,  the  1st  July,  1779.  By  a 
reciprocal  will  made  between  them,  the  husband  bequeadied  the  sum 
of  £dOO  sterling  to  his  three  sisters,  settled  in  his  Prussian  Majesty's 
dominions ;  and  the  wife  stipulated  the  same  advantages  in  &vor  of 
h^  family,  residing  in  Ravensburg.  The  remainder  of  the  estate 
was  to  be  divided  in  equal  portions  between  the  heirs  of  the  testators, 
deducting  two  legacies  of  £40  sterling  each  in  favor  of  the  religious 
missions  in  India,  and  the  orphan  house  at  Halle ;  Messrs.  Joseph 
Schubtrin  and  Jacob  Waldhauer,  at  Ebenezer,  were  appomted 
executcNS ;  and  it  appears  that  they  admmistered  to  the  inheritance 
m  this  capacity,  from  a  letter  they  dated  4th  May,  1780,  to  Mary 
Hoppin,  living  at  Daber,  in  Pomerania,  and  one  of  the  sisters  of  the 
defimct  Ravenhorst.  From  their  own  account  the  moveables  of  the 
estates  were  estimated  at  £487  19««  sterling ;  there  was  £400  in 
debts,  the  recovery  of  which  was  put  into  an  attorney's  hands ; 
th«e  was,  moreover,  in  property,  1,300  acres  of  land  provisionally 
administered  to  by  the  executors,  during  the  troubles  of  the  American 
war;  the  heirs  received  no  news  concerning  the  arrangement  of  the 
estate ;  but  in  the  last  instance  the  Professor  Freylmghausen,  one  of 
the  directors  of  the  orphan  bouse  at  Halle,  was  informed  by  a  letter 
frran  Pennsylvania  that  Mr.  Schubtrin,  one  of  the  executors,  had 
died  m  the  meanwhile,  and  that  the  second,  Mr.  Waldhauer,  had 
been  plundered  by  a  band  of  robb^s,  of  all  the  ready  money  and 
eikcts  arising  fiom  the  inheritance, ccmunitted  to  his  care;  supposing 
that  this  event  was  supported  by  legal  proofi,  the  just  pretensions  of 
&e  Imrs  to  the  debts  subsbt  still  b  full  ibice,  since  the  recovery  of 
th^n  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  place ;  as  likewise  the  immove* 
ables,  the  alienation  of  which  was  declared  as  impossible  during  the 
course  of  the  war.  One  Sophia  Newman,  of  the  fiunily  of  Raven* 
horst,  settled  m  Berlm,  and  sister  of  the  Minister  deceased,  in  Geor- 
^  has  claimed  her  Sovereign's  protection ;  md  It  is  in  ccmsequenc^ 
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of  the  Kmg's  orders  that  the  underwritten,  his  Majesty's  Eiavoj 
Extraordinary,  has  been  authorized  to  place  the  particulars  of  this 
affair  before  Mr.  Adams,  Mmister  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States  at  the  Hague.  He  flatters  himself  that  this  Mmbter  will  be 
so  good  as  to  employ  his  services  to  obtain  for  the  heirs  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  will  and  inventory,  and  make  the  necessary  representa- 
tions where  it  may  be  proper  that  the  executor  may  be  obliged  to 
give  an  account  of  the  profits  of  the  estate,  of  the  mcmeys  he  has 
administered;  and  the  capital  and  property,  the  liquidation  of  wluch 
has  not  yet  been  detennined. 

DE  THULEMEIEIL 


TBOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE   PBESIDENT   OF  CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  April  10, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  Congress  a  copy  of  a  letter  from 
the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  and  a  copy  of  a  project  of  a  treaty  trans- 
mitted to  me  by  the  order  of  the  King  of  Prussia.  I  should  hope  it 
n^ght  be  exammed  in  Congress,  or  by  a  committee,  and  that 
instructions  may  be  sent  concerning  any  changes  to  be  made  in  the 
articles,  together  with  a  commission  to  treat  and  conclude,  to  such 
person  or  persons  as  Congress  shall  please  to  appoint. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  fac,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


rnOM  BARON  DE  THULEMEIER  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Translation. 
Sir, 
I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  herewith,  in  originaly  the  proposition 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  to  be  concluded  on  between  his  Prussian 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America;  in  the  same  ccwdition  as 
the  King  sent  it  to  me,  requesting  of  you  to  return  it  to  me  as  soon 
as  you  shall  have  copied  it.  It  will  be  infinitely  agreeable  to  me, 
sir,  and  very  satisfactory  to  our  masters,  to  conduct,  m  concert  with 
you,  this  negotiation  to  the  desired  point.  If  to-m<wrrow,  between 
seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  you  could  grant  me  a 
moment's  conversation,  I  shall,  with  great  earnestness,  call  on  you 
to  know  your  sentiments. 
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I  have  added,  sir,  a  description  of  Silesian  linens,  which,  hitherto, 
have  been  in  great  demand  by  your  countiymen ;  that  is  to  say,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed  by  the  Silesian  merchant  who  furnished  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DE  THULEMEIER. 

Description  of  the  principal  articles  of  Silesian  linens  which  have 
been  sent  hitherto  to  the  United  Provinces  of  North  America,  by  the 
Sieur  John  Godfrey  linckh,  merchant  and  manufacturer  at  Hirst 
berg. 

1.  Hamburg  Lawnd,  5.  Tandem  double  Silesias, 

2.  LcHig  Lawns,  6.  Tandem  quadruple  Silesias, 

3.  Pistol  Lawns,  7.  Brown  quadruple  Silesias, 

4.  Single  Silesias,  8.  Estopills  Unies. 


Translation. 

Project  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  his  Majesty 
the  Bang  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  North  America. 

The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  Thirteen  United  States  of  North 
America  desiring  to  fix  m  a  stable  and  permanent  manner  the  rules 
to  be  observed  m  the  intercourse  and  commerce  between  their 
respective  countries.  States,  and  subjects,  his  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  have  judged  that  the  end  cannot  be  better  obtamed 
than  by  takmg  the  reciprocal  utility  and  advantages  of  the  two 
nations  for  the  basis  of  their  arrangements,  by  avoidmg  all  burthen- 
some  preferences,  which  are  commonly  the  occasion  of  dissensions, 
embarrassments,  and  discontents,  allowing  at  the  same  time  each 
party  to  make  such  interior  regulations  respecting  commerce  and 
navigation  as  may  be  suitable  to  themselves. 

With  this  view  his  Majesty  the  Eling  of  Prussia  has  nominated 
and  constituted  as  his  Plenipotentiary  the  ■    ■ ,  and  the 

United  States  have  on  their  part  given  full  power  to  , 

which  Plenipotentiaries,  aftar  having  exchanged  their  fiill  powers, 
and  on  mature  deliberation,  have  concluded,  settled,  and  signed  the 
following  articles: 

Article  L  There  shall  be  a  firm,  mviolable,  and  universal  peace, 
and  a  true  and  sincere  fiiendship  between  the  King  of  Prussia,  his 
heirs  and  successors^  and  the  United  States  of  America,  also  between 
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his  Majesty's  subjects  and  those  of  the  siud  States,  tsiiirell  as  between 
the  countries,  islands,  cities,  and  places  under  the  jurisdiction  of  die 
King  and  the  United  States,  without  excepting  any  persons  or  places ; 
the  conditions  stipulated  in  the  present  treaty  shall  be  perpetual  and 
permanent  between  the  King,  his  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  said 
States. 

Artiols  n.  The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of 
America  mutually  engage  not  to  grant  hereafter  any  particular  favc»', 
with  respect  to  commerce  and  navigation,  to  other  nations  that  shall 
not  immediately  become  common  to  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
of  the  present  treaty,  who  shall  partake  of  this  favor  gratuitously  if 
the  concession  is  gratintous,  or  by  giving  the  same  compensation  if 
the  favor  is  conditional* 

Abticle  in.  The  principal  end  of  thb  treaty  being  to  open  a 
reciprocal  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  the  two  States,  and  to 
procure  for  them  by  that  means  a  sure  and  easy  vent  for  their  national 
productions ;  the  two  contracting  parties  agree  that  the  merchandizes 
of  Prussian  manufactory,  particularly  linens  of  Silesia  and  other 
provinces  belonging  to  the  King,  cloths  and  woolen  stufis,  tec,  lAall 
not  pay  other  or  heavier  duties  in  the  United  States  of  North  America 
than  what  similar  merchandizes  of  the  most  favored  nation  pay  in  the 
said  States  on  entry  and  exportation.  In  like  manner  the  merchan* 
dizes  of  America,  such  as  Virginia  tobacco,  rice,  mdigo,  fiirs,  &c., 
shall  only  be  subject,  on  their  entry  and  exportation  in  the  ports  and 
maritime  places  belonging  to  the  King  of  Prussia,  to  the  imposts  paid 
by  the  most  favored  nations.  It  is  understood,  however,  that  the 
subjects  of  the  two  respective  States  shall  not  be  allowed  to  trade  to 
the  ports  and  maritime  places  of  either  State,  unless  they  submit  to 
the  established  laws  and  customs  of  the  country  where  they  would 
wbh  to  trade. 

Article  *IV.  The  King  of  Prussia  md  the  United  States  of 
America  reserve  for  themselves  the  right  to  prohibit,  in  their 
respective  countries,  the  importance  or  exportation  of  all  merchandize 
whatsoever  when  reasons  of  state  require  it.  In  this  case  the  subjects 
of  either  of  the  contracting  parties  of  the  present  treaty  shall  not 
import  or  export  the  merchandizes  prohibited  by  the  otb^.  But  if 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits  any  other  nation  to  import  gt 
export  the  same  articles,  the  subjects  of  the  other  contracting  party 
shall  ^joy  the  same  liberty.    It  therefore  follows  that  all  kinds  of 
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mflrclMuidke  that  am  not  declared  contraband,  may  be  freelf 
imported  and  exported  by  the  subjects  of  the  two  respecti?a 
States. 

ABncLE  v.  For  the  purpose  of  avoiding  the  least  occasion  for 
discontent,  it  is  agreed  on  between  both  parties  that  when  the 
merchandize  ^all  be  laden  on  board  the  ships  or  vessels  of  either  of 
the  two  contracting  parties,  they  shall  be  no  longer  subject  to  any 
wmL  All  visits  and  searching  shall  be  made  before  the  loading,  and 
the  piobibited  merchandise  shall  be  seized  on  the  shcure  before  it  can 
be  embariied,  unless  there  be  manifest  signs  and  proofs  of  a  fraudulent 
loading  on  the  part  of  the  proprietor  of  the  ship  or  of  the  commands. 
In  this  case  alone  he  shall  be  responsible  and  subject  to  the  laws  of 
tiie  country  he  shall  be  in.  In  any  oth^  case,  neither  the  subjects 
of  one  of  the  contracting  parties,  who  shall  be  with  their  ^ips  in  the 
ports  of  the  other,  nor  dieir  merchandize,  diall  be  seized  or  molested 
on  account  of  the  contraband  articles  th^  intended  taking  on  board, 
nor  any  kind  of  embai|;o  put  on  their  ships ;  the  subjects  or  citizens 
<^  the  States  where  these  merchandizes  are  declared  contraband,  or 
the  exportation  of  them  is  prohibited,  and  who,  notwithstanding,  shall 
have  sold,  or  would  have  sold  and  alienated  the  s^d  merchandizes, 
are  to  be  the  only  persons  who  shall  be  punished  for  such  an  in- 
firaetion* 

Abticle  VI.  The  subjects  of  the  King  of  Prussia  shall  not  pay 
in  the  ports,  haibcxs,  roads,  islands,  cities,  and  places  o[  the  United 
States  of  America,  and  reciprocally  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of 
the  said  States  shall  not  pay  in  the  ports,  harbors,  roads,  cities,  and 
maritime  places  within  the  dommions  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  other 
or  greater  duties  and  imposts  of  any  kmd  whatever  than  the  most 
bvored  nations  are  or  shaU  be  obliged  to  pay,  uid  they  shall  enjoy 
all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  humanities,  and  exempdons,  which 
the  said  naticms  do  or  shall  enjoy,  whether  they  go  from  one  port  to 
the  other  of  the  respective  States,  or  whether  they  go  orretum  from 
any  part  of  the  world  whatever. 

Article  VU.  A  perfect  liberty  of  conscience  shall  be  granted  to 
the  inhabitants  and  subjects  of  both  the  contractmg  parties  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  other,  snd  no  one  shall  be  molested  on  account  of^ 
his  mode  of  w<»rship,|irotm2e(I  he  $ul>mit$  to  such  public  denumstrationt 
m  art  enjoined  by  the  Jau>$  of  the  country.  Moreover,  the  respective 
inhabitants  and  subjects  shall  be  permitted  to  bury  their  dead  in 
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suitable  decent  places  appomted  for  this  purpose,  and  the  two 
contracting  parties  shall  each  of  them,  within  their  jurisdiction, 
provide  that  the  respective  subjects  and  inhabitants  may  be  able  to 
obtain  certificates  of  the  death  of  a  person  in  case  they  shall  be 
requested  to  grant  them. 

Article  VIII.  The  subjects  of  the  two  contractmg  parties  shall 
have  power  within  the  respective  States  freely  to  dispose  of  thdr 
p^sonal  goods  or  effects  by  testament,  donation,  or  otherwise,  to 
whomsoever  they  please,  and  their  heirs,  wherever  they  may  reside^ 
shall  Wceed  to  the  said  effects,  ab  intestatOy  either  by  themselves  or 
by  others  acting  for  them,  without  the  necessity  of  obtaining  letters 
of  naturalization.  These  inheritances,  as  likewise  the  capitals  and 
fimds  which  the  subjects  of  the  contracting  parties  in  moving  would 
wish  to  carry  with  them  from  the  place  of  their  residence,  shall  be 
exempted  from  all  rights  of  detraction  on  the  part  of  the  govenunent 
of  the  respective  States.  But  it  is  at  the  same  time  agreed  that  the 
contents  of  this  article  shall  not  derogate  in  any  manner  from  the 
ordinances  promulgated  by  the  King  against  emigrations,  or  that  may 
hereafter  be  published  on  this  matter,  the  United  States  on  their  part, 
or  each  State  in  particular,  may  enact  such  laws  as  they  shall  see  fit 
on  this  same  head. 

Article  IX.  It  shall  be  permitted  to  every  subject  and  inhab- 
itant of  the  States  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  as  likewise  to  the  citizens 
and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  navigate  with 
their  vesseb  in  perfect  security  and  liberty  wherever  they  please, 
without  distinguishmg  whom  the  merchandize  and  cargo  belong  lo ; 
it  shall  also  be  permitted  for  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  two 
States  to  navigate  and  trade  with  their  vessels  and  merchandizes  in 
full  security  to  the  parts,  ports,  and  harbors  of  Powers  at  enmity 
with  the  two  contractmg  parties,  or  either  of  them,  without  being 
anywise  molested  or  troubled,  whether  they  carry  on  this  commerce 
direcdy  or  fix)m  one  port  to  another,  both  belonging  to  an  eneoqr 
under  the  government  of  the  same  or  of  different  princes ;  moreover, 
the  contracting  parties  adopt  by  the  present  treaty  the  principle,  that 
fi:ee  vessels  shall  make  firee  goods,  and  that  every  thing  shall  be 
regarded  as  free  which  shall  be  on  board  of  vesseb  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties,  even  though  the  cargo 
shall  belong  entirely  or  in  part  to  the  enemies  of  one  of  the  two ;  it 
being  understood,  however,  that  contraband  articles  shall  be  always 
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excepted,  and  that  when  such  articles  shall  be  intercepted,  they 
shall  be  proceeded  against  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  followmg 
articles.  The  same  liberty  shall  extend  to  persons  sailing  in  a  free 
vessel,  so  that  although  they  may  be  subjects  of  Powers  inimical  to 
the  two  contracting  parties,  or  either  of  them,  they  shall  not  be  takea 
out  of  the  free  vessels,  excepting  they  shall  be  military  characters 
actually  in  the  enemy's  service. 

Abticle  X.  This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall 
extend  to  all  kmds  of  merchandize,  excepting  only  such  as  are 
expressed  m  the  following  article,  and  designated  under  the  name  of 
contraband  merchandize. 

Abticle  XL  By  prohibited  or  contraband  articles,  are  understood 
arms,  cannon,  ball,  arqiiebusses,  muskets,  mortars,  shells,  petards, 
grenades,  saucisses,  hoops,  carriages,  rests  for  muskets,  shoulder* 
belts,  gunpowder,  matches,  sulphur,  shot,  pikes,  sabres,  swords, 
HMMnoQs,  helmets,  halberds,  javelins,  pistols  and  holsters,  belts, 
bayonets,  horses  and  harnesses,  and  every  other  kind  of  arms  and 
instruments  of  war  serving  for  the  use  of  troops. 

Abticle  XII.  The  following  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  the 
contraband  articles,  viz :  all  kinds  of  cloths  and  other  manufrictures 
of  linens,  wool,  silk,  cotton,  or  other  materials,  all  kinds  of  clothing, 
and  what  commonly  serves  for  that  purpose,  coined  or  uncoined 
silver,  tin,  iron,  lead,  copper,  brass,  fiimace  coals,  wheat,  barley, 
and  all  other  kinds  of  grains  and  vegetables,  tobacco,  all  kinds  of 
aromatics,  salted  and  smoked  beef,  salted  fish,  cheese  and  butter, 
beer,  oil,  wine,  sugar,  all  kinds  of  salt,  and  provisions  which  serve 
for  the  nourishment  and  subsistence  of  man,  cotton,  hemp,  flax, 
cordage,  cables,  sails,  sailcloths,  anchors  and  parts  of  anchors,  masts, 
{danks,  staves,  beams,  and  all  kinds  of  joists ;  in  short,  every  thing 
that  is  necessary  for  building  and  repairing  vessels. 

Moreover,  nothing  shall  be  considered  as  contraband  which  is  nofr 
in  the  form  of  any  instrument  or  machine  for  the  purpose  of  war  by 
land  or  sea,  much  less  any  thmg  fabricated  or  intended  for  any  other 
purpose.  All  such  articles  shall  be  deemed  free  merchandize,  as 
also  in  general  all  such  as  are  not  comprehended  and  particularly 
pomted  out  in  the  preceding  article,  so  that  they  cannot,  by  any 
pretended  constructicm,  be  comprehended  within  prohibited  or  con- 
traband merchandizes,  but  may  be  freely  transported  by  the  King's 
subjects,  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  even  to  the 
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enemy's  tenitoriesy  excepting  only  places  besieged,  blocked  up,  or 
invested,  and  those  only  shall  be  considered  as  such  which  are 
closely  surrounded  by  any  of  the  belligerent  Powers. 

A&TicuB  Xin.  In  order  to  remove  and  prevent,  on  both  sides,  all 
discussion  and  disorders,  it  is  agreed,  that  where  one  of  the  two 
contracting  parties  shall  be  engaged  in  a  war,  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  other  shall  be  provided  with  sea 
letters  or  passports^  expressing  the  name,  the  property,  and  burthen 
of  the  vessel,  as  also  the  name  and  dwelling  of  the  master  or  com- 
mander, so  that  it  may,  by  this  means,  appear  that  the  vessel  really 
and  truly  belongs  to  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  one  or  the  other 
contracting  parties.  These  passports,  which  shall  be  made  out  m 
good  and  due  form,  shall  on  both  sides  be  renewed  as  often  as  the 
vessels  return  home  in  the  course  of  a  year.  The  said  vessels  shall, 
moreover,  be  provided  not  only  with  sea-letters,  but  also  with  certifi- 
cates, containing  the  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place  bom  which 
the  vessel  sailed,  and  where  she  is  destined,  in  order  that  it  may  be 
known  that  she  carries  no  prohibited  or  contraband  goods,  specified 
m  the  eleventh  article  of  this  present  treaty,  which  certificates  shall 
be  alike  made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place  fi*om  which  the  vessel 
sails. 

ABTKCiiK  Xiy«  Although  the  vessds  of  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  may  navigate  fireely  and  m  fiill  security,  as  b  explained  in 
the  ninth  article,  they  shall,  notwithstanding,  be  obliged,  every  time 
th^  are  demanded,  to  show,  as  well  at  sea  as  in  port,  the  before- 
mentioned  passports  and  certificates,  and  if  they  are  not  loaded  with 
contraband  articles  for  an  enemy's  port,  they  shall  be  allowed  fi:eely 
and  without  restriction  to  pursue  their  voyage  towards  the  place  of 
their  destination. 

Abticle  XV.  If,  on  producing  the  certificates,  it  shall  be  dis- 
covered that  the  vessel  has  on  board  any  of  the  articles  which  are 
declared  prohibited  or  contraband,  and  which  are  consigned  to  an 
enemy's  port,  it  shall  not,  however,  be  permitted  to  break  open  the 
batches  of  said  vessel,  nor  to  open  any  case,  box,  bale,  (ht  cask,  or 
to  dbplace  them,  or  to  overturn  the  least  part  of  the  merchandise 
until  the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the  presence  of  officers  appointed 
for  this  purpose,  and  the  inventon/  taken.  Moreov^,  it  shall  not  be 
permitted  to  sell,  exchange,  or  alienate  the  cargo,  or  any  part  there(^, 
before  l^;al  process  b  obtained  against  the  prohibited  goods,  and 
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tbat  they  shall  have  been  declared  confiscated  by  seoteocei  reserving, 
nevertheless^  as  well  the  ship  as  the  other  goods  which  were  on  board, 
and  which,  in  virtue  of  the  present  treaty,  are  judged  free ;  they  shall 
not  be  restrained  under  pretence  that  they  were  loaded  with  pro- 
hibited articles,  and  still  less  confiscated  as  lawfiil  prize.  And  on 
supposition  that  die  said  contraband  goods  making  but  a  part  of  the 
cargo,  the  master  of  the  vessel  agrees,  consents,  and  ofiTers  to  deliver 
ttiem  on  board  the  vessel  which  shall  have  detected  them ;  in  this 
case  the  latter,  after  having  received  the  goods  as  lawfiil  prize,  shall 
be  bound  to  let  the  vessel  go  immediately,  and  ^lall  not  prevent  her 
by  any  means  to  pursue  her  route  towards  the  place  of  her  destma- 
tion.  If  any  vess^,  taken  and  carried  into  one  of  the  pc^rts  of  the 
contracting  parties,  under  pret^ce  of  contraband,  is  found,  upon 
visiting,  to  be  only  loaded  with  goods  declared  to  be  free,  the  owner, 
or  the  person  who  shall  have  made  die  capture,  Aall  be  obliged  to 
pay  all  expenses  and  damages  to  the  master  of  the  vessel  unjustly 
drained. 

Abticle  XVL  It  is  mutually  agreed  that  eveiy  thmg  that  should 
be  found  laden  by  the  subjects  of  one  of  the  contracting  pardes  on 
board  a  vessel  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  odier  party,  shall  be 
wholly  confiscated,  although  these  efifects  may  not  be  amcmg  the 
number  of  those  declared  contraband,  m  the  same  manner  as  if  these 
articles  belonged  to  the  enemy  themselves,  excepting,  however, 
efibcts  and  merchandizes  vfinch  shaU  have  been  laden  on  board  of 
vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy  before  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
also  nine  months  after  the  declaradcm,  after  which  time  it  shall  be 
supposed  it  could  not  be  unknown.  The  merchandizes  shall  in 
nowise  be  subject  to  coi^scadon,  but  shall  be  fiuthfiilly  restored  to 
the  owners,  who  shall  reclaim,  or  cause  th^n  to  be  reclaimed,  before 
their  confiscation  and  sale,  ^ere  the  claim  cannot  \  be  made  within 
die  space  of  eight  months  after  the  sale,  ^^ch  must  be  public ;  the 
proceeds -^lall  be  returned  to  the  owner;  it  being  understood,  how- 
ever, that  if  the  said  merchandizes  are  contraband  they  shall  by  no 
means  be  permitted  to  transport  them  afterwards  to  any  port  belonging 
Id  the  enemy. 

Abticle  XVH.  And  m  order  to  provide  more  efi^tuaUy  for  the 

security  of  the  two  contracting  pardes  and  their  subjects,  all  captams 

and  cixnmanders  of  vessels  belonging  to  his  Prussian  Majesty  and 

the  United  States  of  America,  as  also  all  their  subjects,  shall  be 

VQL.L— 2^ 
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forbid  to  commit  any  damage  or  insult  against  the  vessels  of  the  other 
party,  and  in  case  that  any  one  shall  contravene  this  prohibition,  and 
upon  exammation  shall  be  found  culpable  before  his  own  judge,  he  shall 
be  bound  to  give  satisfaction  for  all  damages  and  interests,  and  to  in- 
demnify them  under  penalty  and  obligation  of  his  person  and  effects. 

Abticle  XVni.  For  this  purpose,  every  person  who  would  fit 
out  a  privateer  shall  be  obliged,  before  he  receives  his  patents  or 
special  commissions,  to  give  security,  before  a  competent  judge,  of 
good  substantial  persons,  severally  and  conjoindy,  in  a  sum  sufficient 
for  the  purpose  of  answering  for  all  damages  and  wrongs  which  the 
owner,  his  officers,  cmt  others  in  his  service  may  do,  during  their 
cruise,  against  the  tenon  of  the  present  treaty,  and  against  the  edicts 
made  on  both  sides,  in  virtue  of  the  same  treaty,  by  the  King  of 
Prussia  and  the  United  States,  and  this  under  penalty  of  revoking 
and  annullmg  said  patents  and  special  conmiissions. 

Article  XIX.  One  of  the  contracting  parties  being  at  war,  and 
the  other  remaining  neuter,  should  it  so  happen  that  a  merchantman 
of  the  neutral  Power  be  taken  by  the  enemy  of  the  Power  at  war, 
and  retaken  afterwards  by  a  vessel  or  privateer  of  said  Power  at 
war,  these  ships,  as  likewise  all  the  ships  and  merchandizes  of  what 
kind  soever  which  shall  have  been  taken  in  the  hands  of  any  pirate 
or  rover  of  the  seas,  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  either  of  the 
two  States,  and  put  under  the  care  of  the  officer  of  said  port,  in 
order  that  they  may  be  entirely  restored  to  their  true  owner  as  soon 
as  he  shall  produce  sufficient  proofi  of  his  property.  The  merchants, 
masters,  and  owners  of  vessels,  sailors,  be,  the  ships  and  vessels, 
and,  in  general,  any  kind  of  merchandizes  or  effects  of  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  or  their  subjects,  shall  not  be  subject  to  any 
embargo,  nor  detained  in  any  of  the  countries,  territories,  islands, 
cities,  places,  shores,  or  dominions  whatever  of  the  other  party,  for 
any  military  expedition,  public  or  private  use  of  any  person  whatever, 
by  seizing,  force,  or  any  like  manner.  Much  less  shall  the  subjects 
of  one  of  the  contracting  parties  be  allowed  to  take  or  seize  on  any 
thing  by  force  belongmg  to  the  subjects  of  the  other  party,  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner,  which,  however,  is  not  to  extend  to 
seizures  and  arrests  which  shall  be  made  by  order  and  authority  of 
the  justice,  and  according  to  the  ordinary  measures  on  account  of 
debts  or  crimes,  on  which  Subjects  process  b  to  be  had  agreeably  to 
the  forms  of  justice. 
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Abticle  XX.  Should  it  happen  that  the  two  contracting  parties 
should  be  engaged  in  war  at  the  same  time  agamst  a  common  enemy, 
the  following  points  shall  be  observed  between  them : 

1st.  If  the  vessels  of  one  of  the  two  nations,  retaken  by  the 
privateers  of  the  other,  shall  not  have  been  in  possession  of  the 
enemy  mare  than  twenty-four  hours,  they  shall  be  restored  to  the 
first  owner  for  one  third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo ;  if,  on 
the  contrary,  the  retaken  vessel  shall  have  been  more  than  twenty- 
four  hours  in  possession  of  the  enemy,  she  shall  belong  wholly  to 
the  recaptor. 

2d.  Where  it  shall  happen  that  a  ship  b  retaken  by  a  vessel  of 
war  belonging  to  the  Government  of  one  of  the  two  contracting 
Powers  within  the  interval  of  twenty-four  hours,  she  shall  be  restored 
to  the  first  owner  for  one  thirtieth  of  the  value  of  the  ship  and  cargo, 
and  the  tenth  if  she  has  been  retaken  after  the  twenty-four  hours, 
which  simis  shall  be  distributed  in  gratuities  to  the  crews  of  the 
vessels  which  shall  make  the  recapture. 

3d.  The  prizes  made  in  the  aforesaid  manner  shall  be  restored  to 
the  proprietors,  after  proof  made  of  the  property,  with  surety  given 
for  the  part  to  which  the  party  who  has  retaken  the  vessel  fixtm  the 
enemy  is  entitled. 

4th.  The  vessels  of  war  of  t}ie  two  contracting  parties,  and  of 
their  subjects,  shall  be  reciprocally  admitted  with  their  prizes  into 
the  respective  ports ;  but  these  prizes  shall  not  be  discharged  or  sold 
until  their  legality  shall  have  been  decided  according  to  the  laws  and 
regulations  of  the  States  to  which  the  privateers  belong,  but  by  the  judi- 
cature of  the  place  into  which  the  prize  shall  have  been  conducted. 

5th.  Moreover,  it  shall  be  firee  to  the  contracting  parties  to  make 
such  regulations  as  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the  conduct  of 
their  respective  vessels  and  privateers  relative  to  the  vessels  which 
they  shall  take  and  carry  into  the  ports  of  the  two  Powers. 

Article  XXI.  The  armed  vessels  may  conduct  with  fiill  liberty 
the  prizes  they  shall  have  taken  fipom  their  enemies,  in  the  open  ports 
b  time  of  war,  to  other  fiiendly  nations;  and  these  prizes,  so  enter- 
ing into  said  ports,  shall  not  be  subject  to  be  stopped  or  seized,  nor 
shall  the  officers  of  the  place  have  any  right  to  take  cognizance  of 
the  validity  of  said  prizes,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  go  out,  and  be 
carried  in  fiiU  liberty  to  the  places  mentioned  m  the  commissions, 
which  the  captains  of  said  vessels  shall  be  obliged  to  show. 
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Abucle  XXIL  In  case  that  any  vessel  belonging  to  one  of  the 
two  States,  or  their  subjects,  shall  run  aground,  be  shipwrecked,  or 
suffer  any  other  damage  on  the  coasts  or  dominicMois  of  the  other 
State,  every  assistance  shall  be  given  to  the  shipwrecked  persons,  or 
to  those  who  are  in  danger;  and  passports  shall  be  granted  to  them 
to  secure  their  return  to  their  own  country;  the  ships  and  ship- 
wrecked merchandizes,  or  their  proceeds,  if  they  shall  have  been 
sold,  being  claimed  by  their  owners  or  their  agents  within  a  year  and 
a  day,  shall  be  restored  on  paying  the  expenses  of  salvage,  coi^bnai- 
ably  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  the  two  nations* 

AxnoLB  XXIIL  When  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  one  of 
the  contracting  parties,  with  thdr  vessels,  public  or  private,  armed 
or  merchantmen,  shall  be  compelled  by  storm,  by  the  pursiut  of 
pirates,  or  enemy's  vessels,  or  by  any  other  urgent  necesaty,  to  take 
r^ge  and  ent^  into  any  river,  bay,  road,  or  port  of  the  other  party, 
they  shall  *be  received  with  humanity  and  kindness,  and  shall  meet 
with  every  friendship,  protection,  and  assistance.  They  shall  be 
allowed  to  {Nrovide  themsdives  with  refreshments,  provisions,  uid 
every  necessaiy  for  the  subsistence,  the  reparation  of  their  vessek, 
and  the  contiouaticMi  of  their  voyage,  at  a  reasonable  price,  and  they 
shall  not  be  in  anywise  detained  or  prevented  from  going  out  of  said 
ports,  or  road,  but  may  withdraw  how  and  wb^i  they  please,  widi- 
out  any  let  or  molestation. 

Article  XXIV.  The  vessels  of  subjects  or  inhabitants  <^  one  of 
the  two  contracting  Powers,  approaching  the  coast  bel<»gmg  to  the 
other  party,  but  not  intrading  to  enter  mto  port,  or  entering  therein, 
not  desiring  to  discharge  their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  do  it,  but  (m  the  contrary  shall  enjoy  all  the  franchises 
and  ex^Bptions  aUowed  by  the  regulati(Mis  which  subsist  on  this 
head. 

Article  XXV.  When  a  vessel  belongiog  to  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  cme  of  the  contracting  parties  sailing  aa  the  hi^  seas, 
i^all  be  met  by  a  ship-of-war  belcmging  to  the  other  [mrty,  to  prev^it 
dkorder,  the  said  ship-of-war  shall  not  approach  within  cannon  s^t, 
but  shall  send,  if  she  pleases,  her  boat  aboard  the  m^!chantmui,  and 
enter  her  with  two  or  three  men,  the  master  or  commander  of  said 
ship,  on  shewing  his  passpcnt,  which  proves  the  property  of  the  diip, 
to  said  persons ;  after  said  vessel  shall  have  exhibited  this  pas8p<Mrt, 
she  shall  have  liberty  to  continue  her  voyage,  imd  it  shall  not  he 
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lawful  to  molest  her,  nor  to  se^  in  anj  maxmw  to  chase  ber^  or  to 
oblige  b^  to  quit  ber  intended  course. 

Articlx  XXVI.  Tbe  two  contracting  parties  mutually  grant 
eacb  otber  the  liberty  of  baring,  m  their  respective  ports,  Consuls^ 
Vice  Consuls^  Agents,  and  Commissaries,  who  sball  exercise  their 
consular  functions  upon  the  same  footmg  as  tbe  Ccnasuls  of  tbe  otber 
friendly  nations  exercise  them  in  such  places  as  they  reside ;  but  if 
they  shall  exercise  commerce,  they  must  do  it  in  subjection  to  tbe 
received  laws  and  usages  oif  tbe  place  of  their  residence. 

Abtxcle  XXVU.  The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both 
sides.  The  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  tbe  space  of  eight 
months,  or  sooner  if  possible,  reckoning  firom  the  day  of  its  signa- 
ture* 

In  testimony  whereof,  the  respective  Plenipotentiaries  have  signed 
the  foregoing  articles,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  their  scab. 

Done  at 

SEPARATE  ARTICLE. 

The  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  North  America 
agree  that  the  present  treaty  shall  be  in  full  fcMX^  durmg  tbe  term  of 
fifteen  successive  years,  countmg  fixxn  the  day  of  its  rati&^ticm,  and 
the  two  Powers  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of  renewing  it  at 
the  expiration  of  that  time. 
Done  at 
Copied  and  exapuned  by  the  original. 

J.  Q.  ADAMS. 
At  Uie  Bttgue,  April  13, 1784. 


rnOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE   PRESIDEI9T  OF   CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  April  99, 1784. 
Sir, 
I  received  some  time  since  a  letter  firom  an  American  gentleman, 
now  in  London,  a  candidate  for  orders,  desiring  to  Know  if  American 
candidates  might  have  orders  firom  Protestant  Bishops  on  the  conti- 
neot,  and  complainmg  that  he  bad  been  refused  by  the  Bishop  of 
London  and  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  unless  be  would  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  &c* 
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Meeting  soon  afterwards  the  Danish  Minist^,  I  had  the  curiosity 
to  inquire  of  him  whether  ordinaticm  might  be  had  in  Denmark ;  he 
answered  me  that  he  knew  not,  but  would  soon  inform  bimselfl  I 
heard  no  more  of  it  till  to-day,  when  the  Secretary  of  his  embassy, 
Mr.  de  Rosenkrantz,  made  me  a  visit  and  delivered  me  the  papers, 
copies  of  which  are  enclosed. 

Thus  it  seems  that  what  I  meant  as  current  conversation  only,  has 
been  made  the  subject  of  deliberation  of  the  Government  of  Den- 
mark and  their  faculty  of  theology,  which  makes  it  necessary  tos  me 
to  transmit  to  Ck>ngress.    I  am  happy  to  find  the  decision  so  liberal. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


VBOM  M.   DE   ST.  SAPHOBIN  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

The  Hague,  April  31, 1784. 

M.  de  St  Saphorin  has  the  honor  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Adams 
the  answer  he  has  received  fipom  his  Excellency  the  Ck>unt  de  Rosen- 
crone,  Privy  Counsellor  and  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  A&irs 
of  his  Danish  Majesty,  relative  to  what  Mr.  Adams  desired  to  know. 
He  shall  be  happy  if  this  answer  be  agreeable  to  him,  as  wdl  as  to 
his  superiors,  and  useful  to  his  fellow-citizens.  He  has  the  honor  to 
assure  him  of  his  respect 

DE  ST.  SAPHORIN. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  Jrom  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Rosencrofu^ 
Privy  Counsellor  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark,  to  M.  de 
St.  Saphorin^  Envoy  Extraordinary  from  his  Majesty  to  the  States 
General 

Sir, 
The  opmion  of  the  Theological  Faculty  having  been  taken  on  the 
question  made  to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  Adams,  if  the  American 
Ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  can  be  consecrated  h^re  by  a 
Bishop  of  the  Danish  Church?  I  am  ordered  by  the  King  to 
authorize  you  to  answer  that  such  an  act  can  take  place  according 
to  the  Danish  rites ;  but  for  the  convenience  of  the  Americans,  \dio 
are  supposed  not  to  know  the  Danish  language,  the  Latin  language 
will  be  made  use  of  on  the  occasion.    For  the  rest  nothing  will  be 
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exacted  from  the  candidates,  but  a  profession  confonnable  to  the 
ardcles  of  the  English  Church,  omittmg  the  oath  called  Teity  which 
prevents  their  being  ordained  by  the  English  Bishops. 


Ectractfram  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affairs,  March  21, 1785. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consbting  of  Mr.  Hdton,  Mr.  W. 
C.  Houston,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Bedford,  and  Mr.  Hardy,  to  whom  were 
teXened  sundry  letters  from  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  at 
Fordgn  Courts : 

Retohedy  Tliat  the  Minbter  Plenipotentiary  from  the  United  States 
to  the  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands,  be  instructed  to 
communicate  to  Monsieur  de  St.  Saphorin,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
from  his  Danbh  Majesty  to  the  States  General,  the  high  sense  the 
United  States  in  C<»igress  assembled  entertain  of  the  liberal  decision 
made  by  hb  Majesty  on  the  question  proposed  to  his  Majesty's 
Minbter  at  the  Hague  by  Mr.  Adams,  Minbter  from  the  United 
States,  respectmg  the  ordination  of  American  candidates  for  holy 
orders  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  commonly  called  the  Church  of 
England. 

Ordered,  That  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs  transmit  to  the 
Executives  of  the  several  States  copies  of  Mr.  Adams's  letter  of  the 
22d  day  of  April,  1784,^  as  well  as  of  the  papers  therein  enclosed 
relative  to  Epbcopal  ordination. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS   TO  THE    PRESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  May  13, 1784. 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  arrival  in  Holland  I  have  not  transmitted  to  Congress 

the  details  of  the  politics  of  thb  Court  and  nation,  nor  of  those 

neighboring  Courts  which  are  exciting  dbputes  with  it.    Mr.  Dumas 

has  been  in  the  habit  and  tnun  of  that  hbtory,  and  I  have  not 

thought  fit  to  interrupt  him.     But  if  1  should  reside  here  regularly j^ 

the  whole  business  of  the  mission  will  of  course  go  through  my  hands. 

I  therefore  wbh  to  know  in  what  light  I  am  to  consider  this  gentleman, 

and  what  relation  he  is  to  stand  in  to  me.    I  wish  it  for  the  govern- 
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ment  of  my  bwn  conduct,  and  stiU  more  fixxm  regard  to  hkn,  D^faom 
I  esteem  as  a  very  "worthy  man,  and  one  who  has,  for  a  course  of 
yeais,  been  indefatigable  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
is  not  adequately  rewarded  or  supported  by  the  pittance  which  is 
allowed  him.  But  what  is  more  disagreeable,  he  has  never  had  any 
character  ac  commission  from  Congress,  and  one  knows  not  what  to 
call  him,  whether  Secretary  or  Agent.  I  cannot  ask  him  to  act  as 
my  private  secretary,  which  is  really  much  beneath  him.  Although 
be  is  ever  ready  to  assist  me  in  all  things,  I  should  be  happy  to  know 
the  pleasure  of  Congress  in  this  respect,  and  to  receive  their  instrue* 
tions  from  time  to  time  in  all  things  which  relate  to  the  United 
Netheilands,  which  I  shall  endeavor  to  execute  to  the  best  of  my 
power. 

Enclosed  is  another  copy  of  the  project  of  a  treaty  with  Prussia^ 
which  I  transmitted  to  Paris  to  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Jay,  and  have 
recdved  back  again  fix>m  them  with  their  approbation,  excepting  the 
few  corrections  and  mquiries  marked  upon  it  by  those  Mfaiistars* 
The  Kmg  will  send  a  friU  power  probably  to  M.  de  Thulemeier,  and 
I  should  be  happy  to  know  the  pleasure  of  Congress. 

With  great  respect,  kc,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


-o^ 


VBOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE  PBESIDENT  OF  COKGBESS. 

The  Hague,  May  13, 1784. 
Su-, 
The  measures  taken  by  the  neighboring  Powers  are  likely  to  produce 
an  intimate  friendship  and  connexion  between  this  RepuUic  and 
France.  Elngland  has  mistaken  her  policy  so  much  as  to  delay  the 
signature  of  the  definitive  treaty,  and  to  keep  up  a  coldness  and 
distance,  which  instead  of  exciting  the  populace  in  favor  of  England 
as  she  expected,  has  only  accelerated  the  union  with  Frsmce,  which 
if  she  had  not  heet  blind  she  might  have  foreseen.  The  Emperor, 
too,  who  certainly  does  not  wish  a  close  connection  between  this 
country  and  France,  has  revived  so  many  ancient  pretensions  as  have 
alarmed  this  nation,  and  produced  an  application  to  Versailles  for  her 
mediation.  The  King  of  Prussia  perhaps  would  not  be  sorry  to  see 
the  Republic  allied  to  France;  but  whether  he  had  it  in  viewer  not, 
his  letters  have  contributed  somewhat  to  that  end. 
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HiAerto  there  are  only  two  or  three  provinces  which  have  declared 
for  a  treaty  with  France ;  but  probably  the  whole  number  will  soon 
embrace  the  same  policy.  The  first  step  will  be  a  treaty  of 
commerce.  Thk  will  be  a  bar  to  the  renovation  of  the  ancient 
alliance  with  England ;  but  if  a  war  should  break  out,  it  will  occasion 
an  alliance  with  France.  War  may  happen,  for  there  are  manifest 
sjrmptoms  of  a  feitnentation  m  the  several  courts  of  Europe,  and  of  a 
jealousy  between  the  two  imperial  Courts  and  the  House  of  Bourbon ; 
but  still  I  hope  the  public  tranquillity  will  not  be  interrupted.  The 
difficulty  of  commandmg  money  will  be  its  best  security.  England 
would  not  be  sorry  to  see  a  war  if  she  could  be  neutral,  but  she  is 
not  in  a  condition  to  foment  it  by  fiunishing  subsidies. 

The  Emperor  has  large  views,  as  it  is  supposed,  both  for  his  people 
and  his  family ;  he  is  suspected  of  vast  projects  of  ambition,  some  of 
which  have  Silesia  for  their  object.  But  hitherto  his  ambition  has 
not  been  unjust  in  general,  but  has  appeared  in  beneficent  designs  for 
hb  subjects  and  mankind,  and  it  is  much  to  be  wished  it  may  never 
overleap  those  bounds.  If  his  life  and  that  of  the  Empress  of  Russia 
should  be  prolonged  for  some  years,  and  England  should  recover  the 
command  of  money,  she  may  probably  fiimish  that  instrument  of 
mist^hief,  and  blow  up  a  general  war.  It  b  good  to  lode  forward  as 
&r  as  we  can  that  we  may  be  prepared  for  our  own  part. 

With  great  regard,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FBOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE   PBESIDE19T   OF   CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  May  14, 1784. 
Sir, 

As  I  had  the  honor  to  observe^  m  a  former  letter,  there  is  a 
fermentation  in  the  Courts  of  the  two  Empires  and  those  of  Bour- 
bcm,  which  appears  in  several  particulars,  which  may  be  explamed 
hereafter. 

A  question  of  etiquette,  which  amounts  to  no  more  than  which  of 
two  p^Bons  shall  enter  or  leave  a  room  the  first,  may  set  all  Europe 
in  a  fiame.  The  Prince  de  Gallitzin,  the  Russian  Ambassador  at 
Vienna,  has  Informed  the  Court  that  he  could  not,  any  longer,  give 
place  to  the  Ambassadors  of  the  Courts  of  Bourbon.  Tlie  Chan- 
cell<»',  De  Kaunitz,  communicated  this  information  to  the  Ambas- 
sadors of  France  and  Spain,  who  answered  that  they  would  not 
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appear  at  Court  until  they  should  receive  the  instructions  of  their 
masters.  So  necessary  it  b  for  Grovemments  to  fix  the  eyes  of  thek 
own  subjects  upon  some  objects  which  will  keep  up  in  their  own 
minds  a  sense  of  their  importance ;  the  step  of  an  Ambassador,  or 
the  hoisting  of  a  flag,  is  enough  to  raise  or  sink  the  pride  and  spirit 
of  a  mighty  nation.    Tliis  affiur,  however,  may  be  accommodated. 

The  death  of  the  Bishop  of  Loege  will  occasion  anoth^  contest ; 
the  Bknperor  will  endeavor  that  hb  brother  Maximihan  should  be 
chosen.  France  will  oppose  thb,  and  set  up  others ;  thb  will  try 
their  talents  at  electioneering,  and  occasion  a  heat,  but  not  probably 
a  war. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE   PBESII>E5T   OF   CONGBESS. 

The  Hague,  June  7, 1784. 
Sir, 

Some  weeks  ago  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  called  upon  me  and 
delivered  me  the  paper,  a  copy  of  which  b  enclosed  marked  1.  It 
b  a  letter  written  by  the  Envoy  to  the  Bang. 

Last  evemng  the  Baron  called  upon  me  agun,  and  deliv^ed  me 
the  answer  of  the  King,  contained  in  the  paper,  a  copy  of  which  b 
enclosed,  marked  2. 

I  have  heretofore  transmitted  to  Congress,  by  difl^nt  oppor- 
tunities, copies  of  the  project  of  a  treaty;  and  the  papers  herein 
transmitted  complete  the  negotiation,  and  the  treaty  b  ready  for 
signature,  unless  Congress  have  other  alterations  to  propose. 

As  hb  Majesty  seems  to  choose  that  thb  business  should  be  con* 
ducted  by  hb  Envoy  here,  who  b  also  desirous  of  Gnishing  it, 
perhaps  Congress  may  not  judge  it  too  much  complaisance,  in 
framing  their  commission,  to  give  authority  to  any  one  to  c(mclude 
thb  treaty,  in  case  they  should  name  more  than  one,  as  it  would  be 
impossible  for  Mr.  Thulemeier  to  go  to  Paris.  It  b  not  every 
Ambassador,  however  high  his  rank,  or  numerous  hb  tides,  or  mag- 
nificent hb  appointments,  who  arrives  at  the  honor  of  concluding  any 
treaty.  It  b  a  dbtinction  which  b  made  an  object  of  ambition,  and 
is  much  desired,  so  that  the  Baron's  inclinations,  I  suppose,  will  not 
be  thought  inexcusable. 

I  should  hope  that  Congress  might  despatch  their  instructions  and 
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authority  to  some  one^  or  more,  to  conclude  this  affiiir,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible. 
With  great  respect,  &c*,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


Observations  made  by  Mr.  Adams,  on  the  project  of  a  Treaty  of 
Amity  and  Commerce,  to  be  concluded  between  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  America,  with  the 
alterations  which  this  Minister  desired  might  be  adopted  by  his 
Prussian  Majesty,  after  a  previoiu  agreement  on  those  points 
between  him  and  his  colleagues,  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Jay. 

■  1st.  Instead  of  expressing,  through  the  course  of  the  treaty,  the 
denommation  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  simply  the 
United  States  of  America. 

2d.  Instead  of  respective  subjects,  with  respect  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  the  word  citizens. 

3d.  Abticle  ni.  In  like  manner,,  to  the  merchandizes  of  America, 
add  productions,  manufactures,  and  merchandizes. 

4th.  Article  VII.  And  no  one  shall  be  molested  on  account  of 
his  religion,  provided  he  submits  to  such  public  demonstrations  as 
are  etgoined  by  the  laws  of  the  country.  On  thb  head  a  more 
explicit  article  is  desired,  such  as  the  fourth  of  the  treaty  concluded 
between  the  United  States  of  America  and  the, Republic  of  the 
United  Provinces.  "  Entire  and  perfect  liberty  of  conscience  shall 
^  be  granted  to  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  each  party,  and  their 

<  families ;  and  no  one  shall  be  molested  on  account  of  his  religion, 
'provided  he  submits  in  the  public  demonstrations  thereof,  to  the 

•  laws  of  the  country.    Liberty  shall,  mweover,  be  granted,  on  the 

•  death  of  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  either  party,  in  the  territory 
<of  the  other,  to  inter  them  in  the  usual  burial-grounds,  or  in  decent 
'or  suitable  places  appointed  for  the  purpose ;  and  the  bodies  of  the 
'interred  shall  in  no  wise  be  molested;  and  the  two  contracting 

•  Powers  shall  provide,  each  within  its  respective  jurisdiction,  that  the 

<  respective  subjects  and  inhabitants  may  hereafter  obtain  the  requisite 
'  certificates  in  case  of  death,  when  they  may  be  interested  therein." 

5th.  Article  XV.  Until  the  cargo  has  been  landed  in  the 
presence  of  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the  openir^ 
has  been  made. 

N.  B.  Instead  of  opening,  inventory. 

6th.    The  twenty-first  article  may  require  some  explanation, 
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since  it  is  found  to  be  contradictory  to  the  seyenteendi  article  of 
the  treaty  of  amity. and  commerce  between  his  most  ChristiaB 
Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which  contdns  the 
following  expressions :  And,  on  the  contrary,  no  shelter  or  refuge 
shall  be  given  in  their  ports  or  harbors  to  such  as  shall  have  made 
prizes  of  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  or  said  United  States,  and  if 
they  are  forced  to  enter  by  distress  of  weather  at  the  danger  of  the 
sea,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  leave  it  again  as  soon  as  possible. 
After  the  declaration  of  this  article,  it  appears  that  in  case  of  a  war 
between  Prussia  and  France,  it  would  not  be  admbsible  for  the 
United  States  of  America  to  derogate  from  antecedent  treaties  con- 
cluded with  the  most  Christian  King,  in  fsLVOt  of  a  more  recent 
obligation  contracted  with  his  Prussia  Majesty. 

Observationt  made  by  Mr.  Adams  en  the  project  of  a  Treaty  of 
Amity  and  Commerce  (b  be  concluded  between  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of  America,  with  the 
alterations  which  this  Minister  desired  might  be  adopted  by  his 
Prussian  Majesty^  after  a  previous  agreement  on  these  points 
between  him  and  his  colleagues j  Messrs.  Franklin  and  Jay. 

Jhmoert  to  tt«  preeMug  ok* 
ArticlC  in.  servaHoM. 

Theprincipftlendofthifl       lat.  Instead  of  express-       May  be  changed  with- 
treatybeingtoopenareeip-    ing  through  the  coarse  of  out  any  dilloiilty. 
rocal  eommerce   between    the  treaty  the  denomma- 
the  subjects  of  the  two    tion  of  the  United  States 
States,  and  by  that  means    of  Mrth  America,  simply 
tr  procure  for  them  a  sure    the  Vii/Ued  Statot  tfJkimiea, 
and  easy  rent  for  their       9d.  Instead  of  respeotire       The  same, 
national  productions,  the    subjects,  with  respect  1^ 
two    contracting    parties    the  United  States  of  Amer- 
Bgree  that  the  merchan-    ic^,  the  word  cftbent. 
dizes  of  Prusman  maau* 
facture,  particularly  linens 
of  Silesia  and  other  prov- 
inces   belonging    to    the 
Eing,  cloths  and  woolen 
staffs,  &c.,  shall  not  pay 
other  or  heavier  duties  in 
the  United  States  of  North 
America  than  what  similar 
merchandizes  of  the  most 
favored  nations  pay  in  the 
said  States  on  importation 
and  exportation.    In  liko 
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manner,  the  merchandizes 
of  America,  euch  as  Vir- 
ginia tobacco,  rice,  indigo, 
fiurs,  &c.t  shall  only  be 
subject,  on  their  importa- 
tion and  exportation  in  the 
maritime  places  belonging 
to  the  King  of  Prussia,  to 
the  same  imposts  as  are 
paid  by  the  most  favored 
nation. 

Articlb  VII. 
Perfect  liberty  of  con- 
science shall  be  granted  to 
the  inhabitants  and  sub- 
jects of  either  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  other, 
and  no  one  shall  be  mo- 
lested on  account  of  his 
mode  of  worship,  provided 
he  submits  to  such  public 
demonstrations  as  are  en- 
joined by  the  laws  of  the 
eountry.  Moreover,  the 
ie^>ective  inhabitaBts  and 
subjects  shall  be  permitted 
to  be  buried  in  suitable  and 
decent  places  which  shall 
be  appointed  for  this  pur- 
pose; and  the  two  con- 
tncting  parties  shall  each 
of  them  provide,  within 
their  jurisdiction,  that  the 
respective  subjects  and  in- 
habitants may  be  able  to 
obtain  certificates  of  the 
death  of  a  person,  in  case 
they  should  be  re<juested 
to  grant  them. 


Add    the     produeHonst       Ghranted,  the  rather  as 
maM^aetwretf    and     mer-    the  general  term  of  mer- 
chandizes, chandizes      comprehends 
alike     productions     that 
grow  and  manufactures. 


On  this  head  a  more  ex- 
plicit article  is  required, 
such  as  the  4th  article  of 
the  treaty  concluded  be- 
tweed  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Republic 
of  the  United  Provinces: 
**  Entire  and  perfect  lib- 
erty of  conscience  shall  be 
granted  to  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  each  party 
and  their  ihmilies,  and  no 
one  shall  be  molested  on 
account  of  his  rdigion, 
provided  he  submit,  in 
the  pubHc  demonstration 
thereof,  to  the  laws  of  the 
eountry.  Liberty  shall, 
moreover,  be  granted,  on 
the  death  of  the  subjects 
or  inhabitants  of  either 
party  in  the  territory  of 
the  other,  to  inter  thdm  in 
the  usual  burial  grounds, 
or  in  decent  and  suitable 
places  appointed  for  the 
purpose;  and  the  bodies  of 
tlfte interred  shall  innowise 
be  molested.  And  the  two 
eontracting  Powers  shall 
provide,  each  within  its 
respective  jurisdiction,  that 
the  respective  subjects  and 
inhabitants  may  hereafter 
obtain  requisite  certificates 
in  case  of  death,  when  they 
may  b^  interested  there- 
in." 


This  artide  can  be  mi- 
nuted as  is  desired  in  the 
observations. 
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AftTfCLB  XV. 

If  on  producing  said  cer- 
tificates it  shall  be  discov- 
ered that  the  vessel  has  on 
board  any  of  the  articles 
which  are  declared  prohib- 
ited or  contraband,  and 
which  are  consigned  to  an 
enemy's  port,  it  shall  not, 
however,  be  permitted  to 
break  open  the  hatches  ot 
said  vessel,  nor  to  open 
any  case,  box,  bale,  or 
cask,  or  to  displace  themt 
or  to  overturn  the  least 
part  of  the  merchandize^ 
until  the  cargo  has  been 
landed  in  the  presence  of 
officers  appointed  for  this 
purpose,  and  that  the  cgpen- 
ii|g  has  been  made,  Ac. 

AancLB  XXI. 

The  arm^  vessels  may 
conduct,  with  full  liberty, 
the  prizes  they  shall  have 
taken  from  their  enemies, 
into  the  ports  open  in  time 
of  war  to  other  friendly 
nations,  and  these  prizes 
so  entering  into  said  port 
shall  not  be  subject  to  be 
stopped  nor  seized,  nor 
shall  the  officers  of  the 
place  have  any  right  to 
take  cognizance  of  the  va- 
lidity of  said  prizes,  which 
shall  be  allowed  to  go  out 
and  be  carried  in  full  lib- 
erty to  the  places  men- 
tioned by  the  commissions, 
which  the  captains  of  said 
vessels  shall  be  obliged  to 
show. 


Instead  of  the  opening, 
the  tnseiitory. 

This  article  may  require 
some  change,  since  it  is 
found  to  be  contradictory 
to  the  17th  article  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce between  his  ij^ost 
Christian  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America, 
which  contains  the  follow- 
ing expressions:  **  And  on 
the  contrary,  no  shelter 
nor  refuge  shall  be  given 
in  their  ports  or  harbors 
to  suih  as  shall  have  made 
prizes  of  the  subjects  of 
his  Majesty,  or  of  the  said 
United  States;  and  if  they 
are  forced  to  enter  by  dis- 
tress of  weather  or  the 
danger  of  the  sea,  they 
shall  be  obliged  to  leave 
it  again  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble.'' 

After  the  declaration  of 
this  article  it  appears  that, 
in  case  of  a  war  between 
Prussia  and  France,  it 
would  not  be  admissible 
lot  ths  United  6tal»  nf 


Granted. 


This  article  may  be 
minuted  in  the  following 
manner:  "The  armed  ves- 
sels of  one  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  shall  not 
conduct  the  prizes  they 
shall  have  taken  from  their 
enemies  into  the  ports  of 
the  other  unless  they  are 
forced  to  enter  therein  by 
stress  of  weather  or  dan- 
ger of  the  sea.  In  this 
last  case,  they  shall  not  be 
stopped  nor  seized,  but 
shall  be  obliged  to  go 
away  as  soonas  possible. " 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  463 

America  to  derogate  from 
antecedent  treatiei  con- 
cluded Vith  the  most 
Christian  King  in  favor  of 
a  more  recent  obligation 
contracted  with  his  Prus- 
sian Majesty. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS   TO  THE   PRESIDENT   OF   CONGRESS. 

The  Hague,  June  22, 1784. 

Sir, 

If  my  memory  does  not  deceive  me,  I  have  heretofore  transmitted 
to  Congress  the  advice  of  some  of  the  foreign  Ministers  here  that 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  should  write  a  letter  to 
each  of  the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  informing  them  of  the  complete 
establishment  of  their  independence. 

Lately,  in  separate  conversations  with  the  Minbters  of  the  two 
Empires  and  the  Kmg  of  Sardinia,  they  all  repeated  this  advice. 
They  say  that  this  is  the  rule,  the  practice,  and  that  the  precedents 
are  uniform.  The  Empress  of  Russia  did  it  lately,  when  she 
ascended  the  throne.  They  add  that  this  is  the  precise  point  of 
time,  now  that  the  jratifications  of  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  are 
exchanged,  which  is  the  most  proper  to  make  the  communication, 
and  that  their  Courts  expect  it  fix)m  Congress. 

Congress,  no  doubt,  will  write  an  elegant  letter  upon  the  occasion ; 
but  it  would,  m  substance,  be  sufficient  to  say,  that  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1776,  they  found  it  necessary  to  declare  themselves  a  sovereign 
State ;  that  they  have  since  entered  into  treaties  with  several  Powers 
of  Europe,  particularly  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  wherein  that  Crown  has  acknowledged,  formally  and 
solenmly,  their  sovereignty ;  and  that  it  is  their  desire  to  live  in  good 
intelligence  and  ccDrrespondence  with  the  sovereigns  of  Europe,  and 
of  all  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  with  the  one  in  particular ;  and 
that  there  may  be  (nendship  and  harmony  between  their  respective 
citizens  and  subjects.  These  letters  may  be  transmitted  to  all  or 
any  of  your  Ministers  in  Europe,  to  be  by  them  communicated 
through  the  foreign  Ministers  at  the  court  where  they  reside,  or  they 
may  be  transmitted  directly.  If  Congress  are  at  a  loss  for  the  titles 
of  any  Sovereign,  they  may  leave  a  blank,  to  be  filled  by  the  Minister 
to  whom  the  letter  is  sent  for  communication* 
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The  answers  which  will  be  respectively  given  to  these  letters  will 
prevent  many  questions,  discussions,  and  chicaneries,  because  that 
orders  will  then  be  given  to  all  Ambassad(»8,  Governors,  Generals, 
Admirals,  &c.,  to  treat  all  American  citizens  of  the  United  States 
according  to  their  characters. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


Report  of  Secretary  Jay  on  the  Letter  of  John  Adarm^  Esq.^  dotted 
^Xid  June,  1784. 

Ofice  for  Fordgn  Affairs,  March  4, 1765. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  the  Department 

of  Foreign  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  32d 

June,  1784,  from  the  Honorable  John  Adams,  Esq.,  reports,  as  his 

opinion ; 

That  Congress,  by  their  Declaration  of  the  4th  July,  1776, 
announced  the  independence  of  the  United  States  to  all  the  nations 
of  the  world,  and  that  it  was  then  as  perfect  and  complete  as  it  now 
is  or  ever  can  be. 

That  it  would  be  most  prudent,  m  the  opinion  of  your  Secretary, 
for  Congress,  in  speaking  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  to  avoid,  as  much 
as  possible,  connecting  their  independence  with  it,  lest  such  connexion, 
unless  exceedingly  guarded,  might  aflbrd  matter  to  argue  an  admis- 
sion that  their  independence  was  indebted  for  legal  validity  to  the 
acknowledgment  of  it  by  Great  Britain. 

That  as  a  state  of  war  between  any  two  nations  calls  upon  the 
others  to  observe  and  fiilfil  those  duties  which  either  the  laws  of 
neutrality,  of  particular  treaties,  and  compacts  may  prescribe,  it  is 
important  to  all  to  be  properly  mfoimed  of  the  Uxne  when  such  war 
commences,  and  when  it  ceases. 

Your  Secretary  therefore  thinks  it  would  be  right  fi^r  Congress,  by 
letter,  to  announce  to  the  Sovereigns  of  Eioope  that  the  war  which 
lately  subsisted  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States 
was  terminated  by  the  treaty  of  peace  made  between  them  at  Paris, 
on  the  3d  day  of  September,  1783,  and  that  to  avoid  the  necessity 
of  saying  any  thmg  on  the  subject  of  it,  a  copy  of  the  treaty  should 
be  enclosed  in  the  letter. 
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Tour  Secretary  submits  the  following  draft  of  such  a  letter  to  the 
coDsideration  of  Congress  : 
To 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  inform  your  Majesty  that  the  war  which 
for  many  years  had  subsisted  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  was  happily  terminated  on  the  3d  day 
of  September,  1783,  by  a  treaty  of  peace,  which  has  smce  been 
formally  ratified  by  both  parties. 

The  respect  we  entertain  for  your  Majesty  induces  us  to  inform 
you  of  this  important  event,  and,  for  your  further  satisfaction,  to 
enclose  you  a  copy  of  the  treaty. 

Permit  us  to  assure  your  Majesty  of  our  smcere  desire  to  cultivate 
harmony  and  a  friendly  intercourse  between  your  Majesty's  subjects 
and  our  citizens ;  and  that  we  wish  to  see  the  commerce  of  these 
States  with  other  nations  so  regulated  as  to  become  reciprocally 
beneficial  to  them  and  to  us. 

When  it  is  considered  that  monopoly  and  restraint  on  one  side 
always  produce  monopoly  and  restraint  on  the  other,  and  that 
attempts  to  obtain  partial  advantages  usually  occasion  equivalent 
embarrassments,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  m  this  lightened  age  a 
policy  more  consonant  to  the  honor  and  happiness  of  mankind  will 
by  degrees  prevail. 

We,  for  our  parts,  shall  be  happy  to  enter  mto  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  conomerce  with  your  Majesty  on  the  most  liberal  principles ;  and 
we  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  various  productions  and  rapid  popu- 
lation of  our  thirteen  countries,  will  give  them  some  weight  in  the 
commercial  State. 

We  pray  (rod  to  keep  your  Majesty  under  his  holy  protection. 

Done  by  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  at 

their  Chamber  m  the  city  of  New  Yoiic,  on  the day 

of ,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wbdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


TROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE   PRESIDEITT  OF   CONORESS. 

Auteuil,  near  Patib,  October  20, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  letters  from  Mr.  Dumas  will  communicate  to  Con-^ 

gress  the  present  state  of  afiairs  betwera  their  High  Mightinesses 
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and  the  GoTemmeot  General  of  the  Austrian  Low  Ckmntries.  Those 
who  have  negotiated  for  the  Emperor  appear  to  have  j^esumed  too 
much  upon  the  fears  and  divisions  of  the  Dutch^  and  to  have  com- 
promised too  hastily  his  authority  and  dignity.  The  Dutch>  neither 
terrified  nor  dejected,  are  arming  for  the  defence  of  their  country 
with  unanimity,  and  are  laboring  to  accomplish  a  eoalitioa  of  parties 
among  themsdves ;  which,  if  it  can  be  eflbcted,  will  be  much  for 
the  honor,  happiness,  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 

If  the  words  of  the  Count  de  Belgioso  were  to  be  taken  litaaBy, 
the  war  is  already  commenced,  as  guns  have  been  fired,  and  Aus- 
trian vessels  stopped;  but  winter  apfrnxushes  too  fast  for  foicee 
to  take  the  fidd,  and  before  the  season  for  op^ung  a  campaign  mil 
arrive,  there  will  be  much  room  for  negotiation.  France  will  endeavor 
to  reconcile,  but  if  she  cannot  succeed  in  this>  she  must  take  the  part 
of  Holland ;  besides  her  genial  interest  in  the  independence  of  thnt 
republic,  and  her  particular  interest  in  their  firi^idship,  which  she 
lately  found  usefiil,  both  to  her  finances  and  her  possessions  in  the 
two  Indies,  she  is  not  less  mterested  than  Holland  itself  in  preventing 
Brabant  and  Flanders  finom  becoming  rich  commercial  countries  in 
the  bands  of  the  house  of  Austiia,  m  preventing  their  trade  to  the 
East  and  West  Indies. 

How  the  English  will  act  is  a  problem.  But  if  they  can  find  an 
interest  m  opening  the  commerce  of  that  country,  thqr  have  more 
sagacity  than  their^ancestors,  or  than  any  but  themselves  now  living. 

Upon  the  whole  there  is  stiU  room  to  hope  that  the  peace  will  be 
preserved;  if  it  is  not  there  is  great  reason  to  fear  that  die  war  will 
be  very  general.  The  object  the  fknperor  has  in  view  would  be 
usefiil  to  America,  as  it  would  open  to  us  some  good  pcnts  and  noble 
markets,  and  thereby  compel  France,  England,  and  Holland  to  be 
more  complainant.  But  we  need  not  wish  such  an  advantage  to 
ourselves  at  the  expense  of  so  general  a  calamity  to  mankind,  as  we 
have  already  commercial  advantages  enough  to  satisfy  a  reasonable 
people.  France  and  Holland  are  sensible  of  the  advantages  we 
should  have ;  whether  England  is  I  know  not.  A  youth  of  five  and 
twenty,  although  very  promising  and  very  virtuous,  appears  to  have 
an  object  in  his  hands  too  great  for  his  forces.  He  does  not  appear 
to  enter  into  the  true  system  of  his  country,  nor  to  comprehend  at  all 
her  situation  relative  to  fore^  Powers. 

With  great  respect,  &C.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 
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VEOM  JO^  A0AHS  TO  THC  PBESIDENT  OF   CONGRESS. 

,  Autenil,  ileir  Feurist  NbTembw  3»  1784. 

Sir, 

Dr.  Franklin  has  lately  communicated  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  me  a 
letter  he  has  received  from  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  another 
from  M.  Grand.  The  first  informs  that  M.  Marhois  ha^  infomled 
him  that  upon  his  application  to  the  Superintendent  of  Finances  he 
had  received  an  answer  from  Mr.  Gouvemeiur  Morris,  that  letters 
should  be  written  both  to  Amsterdam  and  Paris  to  provide  for  the 
payment  of  the  interest  of  the  ten  millions  of  Uvres  borrowed  for  the 
United  States  in  Holland  by  the  Kling,  and  renunds  the  American 
Minister  that  other  interest  is  due,  and  that  the  first  payment  of  the 
capital  will  become  due  next  year.  M.  Grand  informs  that  he  is 
already  about  fifty  thousand  livres  id  advance  for  loan-c^ce  certifi- 
cates, salaries,  Sec.  These  letters  the  Doctor  v^  no  doubt  transmit 
to  Congress ;  and  as  they  relate  to  matters  withm  his  department,  I 
might  have  been  excused  from  mentioning  them,  if  the  mention  of 
Amsterdam  had  not  made  it  probable  that  Mr.  Morris  had  it  in 
contemplation  to  draw  upon  our  bankers  there  for  money  to  discharge 
tins  interest ;  and  I  cannot  excuse  myself  fix»n  observing  that  if  such 
drafts  should  be  made,  I  am  apprehensive  they  will  be  protested. 
France  is  at  present  m  so  much  danger  of  bemg  forced  to  take  part 
in  a  war  in  the  Low  Countries  that  I  am  not  surpri^  at  the  Count 
de  Vergennes's  attention  to  matters  of  revenue,  and  that  I  cannot  see 
i^y  hope  that  Doctor  Franklin  will  be  able  to  obtain  any  relief  book 
{bis  Court 

It  will  be  remembered  that  there  is  a  debt  of  near  a  million  and  a 
half  sterling  to  France,  and  another  debt  of  more  than  half  a  million 
sterling  in  Hollsmd,  whose  interests  are  constantiy  accruing.  There 
are  also  salaries  to  Ministers,  and  there  is  another  call  for  money 
which  is  very  pressing ;  the  commerce  of  the  Mediterranean  is  of 
great  importance  to  the  United  States,  and  to  every  one  of  them, 
and  this  commerce  cannot  be  enjoyed  with  fireedom  without  treaties 
Vfiih  the  Barbary  Powers.  It  will  be  not  only  in  vam,  but  dangerous 
and  detrimental  to  open  negotiations  with  these  Powers  without  money 
for  the  customary  presents.  How  are  all  these  demands  for  money 
to  be  satisfied  ?  If  cash,  bills,  or  produce  can  be  sent  to  Europe  for 
die  piD]pQ6^  it  will  be  happy  for  us;  but  I  suppose  that  no  man 
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believes  it  possible,  and  therefore  we  must  not  oolj  forego  great 
future  advantages^  but  violate  contracts  already  made,  and  faith 
already  pledged,  and  thereby  totally  rum  our  credit,  if  not  expose 
&e  property  of  our  merchants  to  be  seized  abroad,  or  we  must 
borrow  more  money  in  Europe.  Now,  there  is  no  part  of  Europe  in 
which  we  can  expect  to  borrow  unless  it  be  in  Holland,  and  there  we 
may  rely  upon  it  all  our  hopes  will  fail  us,  if  effectual  measures  are 
not  taken  to  fimd  our  foreign  debt. 

If  adequate  funds  were  established  for  discharging  the  mterest,  we 
may  hope  for  further  credit;  without  them  our  circumstances  are 
absolutely  desperate. 

It  b  not  Tor  me  to  enter  into  the  question  how  this  is  to  be  done, 
so  far  distant  and  so  long  absent.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to 
form  a  judgment,  if  the  subjects  were  within  my  province,  which  it 
b  not.  The  ability  of  our  people  for  thb  and  much  greater  things 
cannot  be  doubted  by  any  man  who  knows  anything  of  their  affiiirs, 
and  it  b  a  pity  that  any  questions  about  the  mode  should  retard  this 
most  necessary  provbion  for  the  exbtence  of  our  credit  abroad. 

I  have  thb  moment  a  letter  from  our  bankers  at  Amsterdam^  dated 
the  28th  of  October,  m  which  they  inform  me  that  they  have  not 
received  the  ratification  of  my  last  loan ;  perhaps  it  did  not  arrive 
until  after  the  recess  of  Congress.  I  must  earnestly  request  that 
Congress  would  despatch  it  as  early  as  possible  after  their  meeting, 
because  the  delay  of  it  may  excite  an  alarm,  and  dash  all  our  hopes 
at  once.  The  half  a  million'^sterling  which  we  have  obtained  ia 
Holland,  has  been  all  transmitted  to  America  m  dollars  by  the  way 
of  the  Havana,  or  paid  in  redeeming  biUs  of  exchange  sold  in  America 
for  very  advantageous  premiums.  None  of  it  has  been  laid  out  in 
goods,  and  therefore  every  other  consideration  calls  upon  us  to  be 
punctual,  as  well  as  our  honor,  which  alone  ought  to  be  sufficient. 
Enclosed  are  copies  of  papers  received  torn  Mr.  Dumas  with  my 
answers.  I  cannot  forbear  recommending  thb  gentieman  to  Con- 
gress upon  thb  occasion,  as  the  critical  circumstances  in  the  Low 
Countries  at  thb  time  will  render  hb  intelligence  very  interesting, 
and  hb  services  at  the  Hague  perhaps  indbpensably  necessary. 
With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 
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The  foUomng  Quesiiom,  svbmiiied  by  their  High  Mtghtinessea  to 
M.  Dumasy  were  by  him  transmitted  to  Mr.  AdamSywho9e  Answers 
are  appended: 


auEsnoNs. 

Ist.  Onproof  of  a  transfer  in  good  and 
due  form,  the  property  of  a  Tessel  to  be 
American,  can  the  necessary  sea  letters 
be  obtained  at  the  Hague  ? 

2d.  Is  it  necessary  that  the  purchaser 
should  be  a  citizen  of  some  town  belong- 
ing to  one  of  the  thirteen  States,  or  will 
it  suffice  that  he  is  settled  there,  though 
only  since  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
independence  of  America?  Has  a  eiHxm 
greater  claims  to  the  protection  of  Con- 
gress  than  an  inMitofil  7 

3d.  The  property  of  a  Tessel  being 
proved  American,  (agreeably  to  the  first 
question,)  is  it  indifferent  in  what  port 
^e  is,  and  to  what  port  she  is  destined, 
or  is  this  confined  to  a  certain  port  in 
Europe  and  to  a  certain  port  in  America, 
mikdHuvena? 

4th.  Is  it  necessary  that  the  captain  of 
0uch  Tessel  should  be  an  American  citi- 
zen, or  will  it  answer  if  he  has  been  bom 
in  a  city,  town,  or  Tillage  actually  de- 
pendent on  Congress  ? 

5th.  In  case  of  purchasing  a  vessel  on 
account  of  an  American,  fbr  which  there 
is  an  immediate  employment,  may  she 
not  be  commanded  by  a  captain  of  another 
nation,  supposing  that  at  the  time  no 
American  captain  could  be  found  who 
might  be  entrusted  with  the  command? 

6th.  Should  a  Tessel,  sold  and  trans- 
ferred to  a  citizen  or  inhabitant  of  the 
continent,  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  sailing 
under  foreign  colors,  could  a  reclaim  by 
Congress  be  expected? 

7th.  In  case  such  Tessel  should  be 
bound  from  a  port  in  Europe  or  America 
fbr  a  Mediterranean  port,  or  should  actu- 
ally be  at  some  port  in  the  Mediterranean, 
and  elsewhere  destined,  what  means  are 
to  be  taken,  and  what  papers  are  to  be 
shown,  to  obtain  the  necessary  Turkish 
passports  to  narigate  that  sea? 


ANSWERS. 

1st.  There  is  no  man  at  present  in 
Holland  legally  authorized  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  Congress  assembled  to 
issue  sea  letters. 

2d.  Both  citizens  and  inhabitants  have 
a  right  to  protection.  But  eTery  stranger 
who  has  been  in  the  United  States,  or 
who  may  be  there  at  present,  is  not  an 
inhabitant.  Different  States  haTe  differ- 
ent definitions  of  this  word.  The  domi- 
cile, and  the  **tmimMS  htAUtmii "  is  neces- 
sary in  all. 

3d.  All  Tessels  bona  fide  the  property 
of  American  citizens  or  inhabitants,  have 
a  right  to  protection. 


4th.  American  citizens  and  inhabitants 
have  a  right  to  navigate  their  vessels  by 
captains  and  seamen  of  any  nation. 


5.  Undoubtedly.  But  let  the  parties 
look  to  themselves  that  the  translation 
be  bona  fide  and  clearly  proved. 


6th.  The  evidence  of  this  must  be  very 
dear.  The  United  States  will  scarcely 
interfere  in  such  a  case,  if  there  is  a 
doubt  of  the  fact  or  a  supicion  of  collu- 
sion. 

7th.  The  United  States  have  not  yet 
a  treaty  with  the  Turks  or  Barbary 
Powers,  and  therefore  no  such  papers 
are  to  be  had. 
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AimviL,  JVWeaitcf  3, 1784. 
Mr.  DuMAt: 

I  hare  given  to  the  seyeral  preoeiing 
qaestions  the  only  answers  in  my  power, 
and  hope  they  will  be  satisfactory.  It 
is  in  tlw  power  of  Congress  alon^  to 
iluthorize  any  other  answers.  To  that 
august  a«sembly,  thersfore.  you  will  do 
well  to  write  a  full  account  of  all  theaa 
things,  and  if  it  is  consistent  with  their 
wisdom,  it  will  be  very  pleasing  to  mo 
if  they  should  send  you  a  commission  as 
Charg€  d'Afiaires;  for  such  an  officer,  or 
another  Minister,  seems  now  to  be  ne- 
cessary, on  account  of  the  danger  of  i^ 
war. 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Foreign  Affaki^  Jauuary  90, 

1786. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consistmg  of  Mr,  Monroe,  Mr* 
Piatt,  Mr.  Read,  Mr.  Hardy,  and  Mr.  Speight,  to  whom  was 
referred  a  letter  of  the  3d  November,  1784,  from  die  Honorable  John 
Adams,  and  a  letter  of  the  11th  of  the  same  month  from  the  Honor* 
able  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklm,  and  Thomas  Jefierson : 

Resolvedy  That  the  paragraph  in  the  joint  letter  respecting  the 
communications  they  have  received  from  the  Count  de  Vergeanes 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Dutch  loans  guarantied  by  France,  and  the 
particular  loans  of  France,  as  also  the  paragraph  respectmg  the  letter 
of  Monsieur  Le  Grand  to  Mr.  Franklin,  and  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams, 
be  transmitted  to  the  several  Executives,  and  that  they  be  requested 
to  lay  them  before  their  respective  Legislatures,  for  their  information 
upon  the  subjects  which  they  treat,  under  injuncticms  of  secrecy. 


FBOX  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT« 

Auteuil,  near  Ftfis,  Decembsr  15, 1784. 
Sir, 

I  venture  to  address  myself  to  you  as  Minister  of  Foreign  A&irs, 

because  I  sincerely  hope  that  you  have  accepted  that  important 

office. 
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The  Empercur  of  Morocco  sent  an  Ambassador  last  winter  to  Hol- 
land to  demand  materials  for  some  frigates ;  and  as  none  of  the  great 
maritime  Powers  have  the  courage  or  the  will  to  refuse  such  requisi- 
tions, obtiuned  them.  It  now  appears  piobable  diat  they  have  been 
empbyed  in  corsairs  against  American  trade,  and  one  Virginia  vessel 
appears  to  have  been  taken  and  earned  to  Tangier.  Thb  has  spread 
an  alarm,  and  raised  the  insurance  on  American  vessels,  and  ren* 
dered  it  necessary  that  something  should  be  soon  done. 

There  is  danger  of  our  maldng  mistakes  upon  this  occasion. 
Some  are  of  opinion  that  our  trade  in  the  Mediterranean  is  not  worth 
the  expense  of  the  presents  we  must  make  the  piratical  States  to 
obtdn  treaties  with  them.  Others  think  it  humiliatmg  to  treat  with 
such  enemies  of  the  human  race,  and  that  it  would  be  more  manly 
to  fi^  them.  The  first,  I  think,  have  not  calculated  the  value  of 
our  Mediterranean  trade,  in  which  every  one  of  our  &ates  is  deeply 
interested.  But  this  is  not  aU.  The  piratical  corsairs  will  go  all 
over  the  ocean,  and  will  even  raise  the  insurance  upon  all  our  com- 
merce so  high  as  to  cost  us  more  in  this  single  article  than  all  the 
presents  exacted  would  amount  to.  The  last  have  more  spirit  than 
pmdence.  As  long  as  France,  England,  Holland,  the  Emperor,  be, 
will  submit  to  be  tributary  to  these  robbers,  and  even  encourage 
them,  to  what  purpose  should  we  make  war  upon  them  ?  The  reso- 
lution might  be  heroic,  but  would  not  be  wise.  The  contest  would 
be  imequal.  They  can  injure  us  very  sensibly,  but  we  cannot  hurt 
them  in  the  smallest  degree.  We  have,  or  shall  have,  a  rich  trade 
at  sea  exposed  to  their  depredations.  They  have  none  at  all  upon 
which  we  can  make  reprisals.  If  we  take  a  vessel  of  theirs,  we  get 
nothing  but  a  bad  vessel,  fit  only  to  bum,  and  a  few  guns  and  a  few 
barbarians,  whom  we  may  hang  or  enslave  if  we  will ;  and  the 
unfeeling  tyrants  whose  subjects  they  are  will  think  no  more  of  it 
than  if  we  had  killed  so  many  caterpillars  upon  an  apple  tree.  When 
they  take  a  vessel  of  ours,  they  not  only  get  a  rich  prize,  but  they 
enslave  the  men ;  and  if  there  are  among  them  men  of  any  rank  or 
note,  they  demand  mQ3t  exorbitant  ransoms  for  diem.  If  we  could 
even  send  a  force  sufficient  to  bum  a  town,  their  unfeeling  govemors 
would  only  insult  and  deride.  Unless  it  were  possible,  then,  to 
persuade  the  great  maritime  Powers  of  Europe  to  unite  in  the 
suppression  of  these  piracies,  it  would  be  very  impmdent  for  us  to 
oitertain  any  thoughts  of  contending  with  them,  and  will  only  lay 
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a  foundation  (by  irritating  their  passions  and  increasing  their  insol^ice 
and  their  demands)  for  long  and  severe  repentance.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, we  shall  think  of  nothmg  but  treating  with  them. 

But  how !  where  is  the  money  ?  France  calls  upon  us  to  fulfil 
our  engagements  with  her,  both  for  interest  and  principal,  and  our 
creditors  in  Holland,  who  are  very  numerous,  will  soon  be  uneasy, 
unless  somethmg  is  done  for  their  security.  Holland  is  the  only 
place  where  we  can  borrow  money,  and  there  it  will  be  impracticable, 
unless  our  European  debt  at  least  be  consolidated. 

If  Ck)ngress,  therefore,  thmk  of  borrowing  in  Holland,  they  must 
begin  by  laying  duties  at  home  to  pay  the  interest. 

I  have  not  time  to  enlarge  at  present  on  any  subject.  This  is  the 
most  pressing,  and  deserves  the  immediate  attention  oT  Congress 
and  their  Ministers,  of  whom  I  hope  you  are  one,  as  I  am  very  sure 
no  man  is  better  qualified  or  better  disposed,  but  if,  unfortunately, 
you  should  not  be  m  office,  let  me  pray  you  to  transmit  the  substance 
of  this  letter  to  Congress. 

With  great  and  sincere  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FBOH  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Auteufl,  near  Paris,  January  10, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  Congress,  that  by  a  letter  firom 
our  bankers  in  Amsterdam,  J  am  informed  they  have  in  hand  near  a 
million  of  guilders,  and  consequently,  that  the  two  loans  I  have 
opened,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  seven  millions  of  guilders,  are 
almost  fiiU.  This  is  a  fall  proof  of  an  amelioration  of  our  credit,  since 
January,  1784,  when  I  was  obliged,  in  a  very  tender  state  of  con- 
valescence, and  an  uncommonly  rigorous  season,  to  undergo  the 
hardships  and  dangers  of  a  voyage  and  journey  in  packet-boats,  ice 
boats,  and  boors'  waggons,  to  obt^n  money  to  save  Mr.  Morris's  hills 
firom  being  protested. 

This  is  a  very  fortunate  circumstance  for  us  at  this  time,  both  as 
it  famishes  us  the  means  of  treating  with  the  Barbary  Powers,  if 
Congress  should  authorize  us  to  make  the  necessary  presents ;  upon 
which  pomts  we  wait  their  mstructions,  and  as  it  will  enable  Con- 
gress to  pay  the  interest  of  their  debt  to  France. 
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Four  letters  upon  the  subject  of  this  interest  have  been  communi- 
cated to  his  colleagues,  hy  Doctor  Franklin,  one  from  the  Count  de 
Vergennes,  and  three  from  M.  Grand,  and  no  doubt  transmitted  to 
Congress. 

Doctor  Franklin  has  sounded  me  several  times,  to  know  if  I  was 
willmg  to  pay  the  salaries  of  Mmisters,  and  Mr.  Carmichael's  salary, 
Mr.  Dumas's  salary,  and  Colonel  Humphreys's;  in  short,  there  is 
no  money  in  Europe  at  present,  but  what  has  been  obtained  in  Hol- 
land by  my  signature,  and  is  supposed  to  be  under  my  inspection ;  I 
shall,  therefore,  be  very  soon  embarrassed,  as  there  will  be  many 
applications  to  me  for  money,  and  I  shall  not  dare  to  advance  it 
witiiout  orders;  I  therefore  pray  for  the  explicit  instructions  of 
Congress  upon  this  subject.  Your  Ministers  in  Europe  must  not 
starve  on  the  one  hand,  and  I  must  not  on  the  other  presume  to 
appropriate  money  unappropriated  by  Congress,  without  necessity. 

.  If  it  should  be  the  pleasure  of  Congress  that  I  should  draw  for 
necessary  moneys  upon  the  certificate  of  their  Ministers  here,  or  that 
they  should  draw  upon  my  bankers  in  Amsterdam,  this  would  relieve 
me  from  a  great  anxiety ;  at  all  events,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  Congress  should  communicate  to  me  tiieir  commands. 

I  wish  also  to  know  whether  it  is  the  expectation  of  Congress  that 
I  should  open  a  new  loan,  as  one  of  the  old  ones  is  full,  and  the 
other  very  near  it. 

I  confess  it  grieves  me  to  put  my  hand  to  an  obligation,  as  it 
always  brings  home  to  my  heart  the  reflection  that  I  am  burthening 
the  industry  and  labor  of  my  fellow-citizens  and  countrymen  with  a 
heavy  load ;  and  when  demands  are  laid  before  me  for  millions  of 
livres  for  interest  already  due,  I  cannot  help  wbhing  that  I  might 
never  have  occasion  to  sign  another  obligation.  It  will,  nevertheless, 
be  absolutely  necessary,  as  I  believe,  to  borrow  somewhat  more ;  but 
it  behooves  the  people  to  consider  the  necessity  they  are  under  of 
exerting  themselves  in  season  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  their 
foreign  debt,  and  especially  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  necessity 
of  increasing  it.  They  will  find  it  very  impoverishmg  to  send  annu- 
aUy  out  of  their  country  such  large  sums  for  the  payment  of  interest ; 
an  enormous  bulk  of  the  produce  of  the  country  must  go  to  make 
up  these  sums,  and  we  shall  find  the  drain  very  exhausting  to  our 
patience,  if  not  to  our  strength. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 
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ftepcrt  of  Secreiery  Jay  im  Mr.  Adawu^s  letter  of  10th  January 

last,  (1785.) 

Office  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  April  1, 1785. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foragn 

Afiairs;  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  from  the  Honorable  John 

Adams  to  his  Exc^ency  the  President  of  Congress,  dated  10th 

January  last,  reports ; 

That  the  said  letter  contains  nothing  but  what  comes  directly 
within  the  Treasury  Department,  except  the  hint  respecting  treaties 
with  the  Barbary  States;  for  negotiating  which  Congress  have 
already  been  pleaded  to  provide. 

Your  Secretary  takes  the  liberty  of  observingi  that  the  state  c^our 
foreign  affiurs  renders  it  highly  necessary  that  the  Conunission^s  of 
the  Treasury  should  be  speedily  convened,  and  i»oceed  to  business ; 
for  without  a  general  knowledge  of  the  affiurs  of  a  department,  it 
must  be  difficult  to  conduct,  properly,  any  particular  branch  of  them ; 
especially  in  money  matters,  where  the  relatbns  between  debts, 
funds,  and  expenditures  are  so  intimate  and  ext^isive  a&  to  reader 
ordier  and  ujsXem  in  a  great  degree  indispensable. 

F(Nr  these  reasons  it  appears  expedient  to  refer  Mr.  Adams's  lett^ 
to  the  Treasury,  and,  until  their  report  can  be  obtained,  to  postpone 
deciding  whedier  a  new  loan  is  necessary  to  be  opened,  and  to  what 
amount,  as  well  as  purposes  to  which  the  remainder  of  the  money  in 
Holland  ought  to  be  appropriated. 

But  as  the  justice,  as  well  as  the  dignity,  of  the  United  States, 
requires  that  ^eir  Ministers  and  servants  should  be  punctually 
supplied,  without  the  mtervention  of  personal  credit,  and  such  like 
expedients,  your  Secretaiy  is  of  opinion  that  Mr.  Adams  should  be 
authorized,  until  the  further  order  of  Congress,  to  cause  the  salaries 
of  your  Ministers  and  Secretaries  in  Europe  to  be  regulariy  paid  out 
of  the  moneys  in  Holland,  and  that  hy  orders  under  his  hand  to  the 
bankers,  to  be  fipm  tiine  to  time  givcQ,  as  the  said  salaries  become 
due. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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raOM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Auteuil,  near  Pmrii,  March  9. 17BS. 
Sir, 

Permit  me  to  coDgratulate  the  Uoited  States  upon  the  acquisition 
of  a  Minist^  pf  Foreign  Afiairs  whos^  long  services  have  so  justly 
acquired  their  confidence,  apd  whose  experience,  1^  well  as  his 
^alents^  so  ivdly  qualify  him  for  thi$  important  trust. 

The  jomt  despatches  of  their  Ministers  here  will  inform  Congress 
of  the  slow  progress  of  the  negotiations  entrusted  to  their  care* 
These  delays  are  owing  to  the  ordinary  character  of  the  deliberations 
of  Courts,  and  ipre  in  no  measure  occasioned  by  any  inattention  or 
inactivity  on  our  part,  and,  as  they  are  irremediable,  must  be  sub- 
mitted to  with  patience. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  repeat  a  request  nientioned  in  several  of  my 
late  letters,  that  Congress  would  be  pleased  to  transmit  the  ratification 
Qf  my  last  loan,  which  I  opened  a  year  ago  in  Holland,  apd  is  long 
iance  full.  The  delay  of  the  ratification  has  an  ill  efifect.  Congress 
will  be  pleased  to  give  orders,  if  it  is  not  yet  done,  as  I  hope  it  has 
been,  concerning  near  a  million  of  guilders  which  remain  in  the 
hands  of  their  bapkers  at  Amsterdam,  as  appears  by  some  extracts 
of  letters  enclosed. 

I  have  lately  enquired  of  the  Baron  de  Stael,  the  Swedish  Ambas* 
sador,  and  of  Mr.  d'Asp,  the  Swedish  Charge  d'Afiidres,  an  old 
acquaintance  at  the  Hague,  who  has  been  lately  removed  to  this 
Court,  concerning  the  presents  given  by  their  Court  to  the  Barbary 
Powers.  Both  very  obligmgly  promised  to  write  to  Stockholm  for 
full  mformation  upon  this  subject.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  Dumas  to 
^pply  to  Mr.  Bisdom  and  Mr.  Vander  Hope  to  learn  the  sums  given 
I^y  the  Republic.  The  answers  of  those  gentlemen  I  have  commu- 
nicated tQ  my  colleagues,  and  copies  of  them  will  be  transmitted  to 
Congress  by  Mr.  Humphreys  in  the  joint  despatches.  If  we  can 
^void  this  humiliatmg  tribute  I  should  wish  it  with  all  my  heart,  but 
am  afiraid  we  must  sooner  or  later  submit  to  it.  I  cannot  find  it  in 
my  heart  to  wish  ill  success  to  the  two  Empires,  if  they  really  have, 
as  they  o^  suspected  to  have,  the  project  of  drivmg  wholly  out  of 
Europe  the  Turkish  Empire,  because  the  Barbary  Powers  and  their 
hatefiil  piracies  would  probably  come  to  an  end  at  the  same  time. 
We  wait  for  orders  relative  to  those  States,  thinking  it  dangerous 
saying  a  word  to  Morocco  before  we  are  ready  to  treat  with  all. 
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There  is  at  this  time  so  intimate  a  comiection  between  France, 
Sweden,  and  Holland,  that  I  fancy  we  shall  scarcely  persuade  either 
of  the  latter  to  agree  to  any  supplementary  treaties  unless  the  fornix 
should  set  the  example,  which  we  cannot  expect,  considering  the 
opposition  the  Ministry  meets  with  from  the  merchants  of  the  sea-port 
towns,  and  even  fix)m  some  sovereign  Courts.  The  ordinance  of 
30th  August,  1784,  which  moderates  the  rigor  of  the  letters  patent 
of  October,  1727,  and  admits  foreigners  to  the  commerce  of  the 
colonies  under  certain  restrictions,  has  excited  remonstrances  from 
the  merchants  of  Marseilles,  Bordeaux,  Rochelle,  Nantes,  St.  Maloes, 
and  Havre  de  Grace ;  and  the  Parliament  of  Bordeaux  has  remon- 
strated, and  that  of  Bretagne  was  very  near  it.  The  Marshal  de 
Castries  is  yet  unmoved;  but  this  opposition  will,  I  fear,  discourage 
him  from  going  further. 

These  remonstrances  attack  every  part  of  the  first  article ;  they 
oppose  the  free  ports,  or  entrepdts;  they  oppose  the  liberty  to 
strangers  to  import  timber,  coal,  even  live-stock,  but  especially  salt 
beef,  salt  fish,  rice,  Indian  com,  vegetables,  leather  tanned  or  in  the 
hair,  pitch,  tar,  turpentine ;  they  are  eager  for  reviving  the  regula- 
tions of  1727,  and  totally  excluding  all  foreigners  from  their  islands. 
In  short,  I  see  that  French  merchants  consider  their  colonies  and 
colonists  as  English  merchants  considered  us  twenty  years  ago.  It 
is  true  that  all  have  not  been  equally  extravagant ;  some  have  gone 
in  their  remonstrances  no  further  than  against  salt  beef  and  fish. 

Merchants,  whether  French,  English,  or  Dutch,  are  very  bad 
rulers  of  colonies  at  a  distance ;  and  their  mistakes,  if  not  firmly 
corrected  by  their  Governments,  will  make  a  serious  common  cause 
between  Americans,  northern,  southern,  and  western. 

The  French  fisheries,  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of  their 
limits  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  upon  the  Island  of  Newfoundland,  and 
the  free  communication  between  the  United  States  and  St.  Peters 
and  Miquelon,  have  succeeded  the  last  year  in  a  remarkable  manner. 
Marseilles,  Bordeaux,  and  Rochelle,  and  many  other  places,  have 
engaged  in  the  Newfoundland  fishery  with  a  new  ardor  and  uncom- 
mon profit.  This  is  one  striking  advantage,  arising  wholly  from 
their  alliance  with  us ;  and  they  ought  to  be  too  sensible  of  it  to 
wish  so  soon  to  exclude  us  wholly  fix)m  their  islands.  The  Govern- 
ment and  more  enlightened  part  of  the  nation  are  so,  and  will  not 
give  way  to  the  interested  clamors  of  those  who  see  no  further  than 
their  own  private  profit. 
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Nothing  is  more  extravagant  than  the  confident  pretensions  of 
French  and  English  merchants  that  they  can  supply  their  own 
islands.  It  is  whimsical,  but  it  is  true,  that  the  mercantile  spirit 
should  be  the  most  hostile  to  the  fi*eedom  of  commerce ;  Govern- 
ments the  most  disposed  to  favor  it  are  continually  solicited  by  bodies 
of  iperchants,  firom  partial  views  and  private  interests,  to  restrain  and 
shackle  it. 

England,  it  is  plain,  will  never  treat  with  us  here,  and  it  is  for 
Congress  to  determine  whether  they  will  accept  the  proposition  of 
the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  send  a  Mmister  there,  or  renounce  all 
thoughts  of  treating  with  it  upon  any  thing.  Spain  seems  equally 
averse  to  treating  here,  but  if  Mr.  Gardoqui  has  arrived,  who  has  full 
powers.  Congress  may  treat  with  him  at  New  York. 

The  general  state  of  Europe  b  critical ;  but  the  claims  of  the 
Emperor  are  so  directly  against  treaties,  which  interest  so  essentially 
all  Europe,  that  I  do  not  believe  he  will  urge  on  a  war  that  must 
embroil  all  the  world,  and  end  not  at  all  to  hisiadvantage  or  honor. 

With  very  great  esteem,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FBOM  MESSRS.  WIUONK  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Sir, 

In  conformity  to  our  promise  of  last  Thursday,  we  have  now  the 
honor  to  advise  your  Excellency  that  the  balance  of  the  accounts  of 
the  United  States,  now  in  our  hands,  amounts  to ...  •  •/.1,301,760.4 
From  this  must  be  deducted  the  following  sums : 
For  payments  which  are  at  hand,  interest 

of  the  last  loan,  due  1st  February. . .  ./.65,986.4 

Premiums  of  the  same 50,000 

Accepted  draughts  of  Mr.  Morris 200,000 

Not  appeared  draughts  of  do 12,150  328,136.4 

Remains /.973,624 

So  it  appears  from  thb  that  there  is  still  to  the  disposition  of 
Congress  a  capital  of  973,000  florins,  current  money.  The  sums 
that  at  present  are  in  the  bands  of  each  house  or  their  bankers 
amount  to,  viz : 
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Wilhem  andJan  Willink /.57S,060 

Nic  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst 526,00a 

DelaLande  and  Fynje 300,000 

Together  with  the  abovementbned  balance  of / 1,300,000 

The  whole  number  of  bonds  which  are  at  present  unsdd  m  our 
hands  is  5252  of  the  5  per  cent.  loan  of  5  millions,  viz : 

Wilhem  and  Jan  Willink  hare  in  their  possession 110 

Nic  and  Jacob  Van  Staphorst 135 

De  la  Lande  and  Fynje 7 

We  hope,  sir,  that  this  very  particular  account  of  the  state  of 
busmess  of  the  United  States,  trusted  to  our  care,  will  give  you  satis- 
Auction ;  and  we  now  expect  your  orders  whether  you  desire  that  we 
shall  put  the  whole  balance  or  part  of  it  mto  the  bank  of  Amsterdam 
or  not.  In  die  meantime  we  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves, 
with  sincere  esteem,  sir,  &c., 

WILHEM  &  JAN  WILLINK. 

NIC  &  JACOB  VAN  STAPHORST. 

DE  LA  LANDE  &  FYNJE. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Mears.  TfUlinJc  fy  Co. 

Amsterdam,  Febroaiy  2, 1785. 
Sir, 
Last  week  we  received  Jrour  much  esteemed  favor  of  10th  January, 
and  observed  with  much  pleasure  your  satisfaction  on  the  flourislung 
state  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  our  hands.  Your 
Excellency  desires  our  opinion  whether  the  prospect  of  toaking  new 
loans  for  the  Congress  would  be  favorable.  In  answer  to  this  we 
heartily  wish  that  we  may  ilot  very  soon  be  charged  to  try  it,  and 
that  before  it  may  become  necessary  Congress  may  be  put  in  the 
situation,  by  a  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  American  States  of  the 
Confederation,  to  point  out  a  sufficient  fund  for  the  punctual  payment 
of  the  capital  and  interest,  which,  as  you  know,  has  not  been  the  case 
with  the  two  first  loans,  and  which  at  present  would  absolutely  be 
required,  because  the  people  in  this  country  know  that  the  States 
have  not  agreed  upon  this  capital   point;   a  ciicumstance   dut 
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certafadjr  occasions  that  the  credit  of  the  United  States  cannot  be 
carried  to  the  point,  which  we  believe  it  deserves,  in  consequence  of 
dto  inward  solidity  and  promising  prospect  of  the  somce  of  her 
weliare.  Besides  this,  we  are  daily  questioned  about  the  ratificatioii 
of  the  last  loan,  and  we  are  at  a  loss  what  we  shall  answer,  having 
received  no  letters  ftom  the  office  of  Finance  since  the  time  when 
Mr.  Morris  resigned.  But,  sir,  wh^iever  our  wishes  in  these  pdnttf 
sjiall  be  fiilfilled,  which  certainly  will  strengthen  greatly  the  American 
credit,  we  should  not  advise  to  try  another  loan  for  some  time^ 
because  we  know  that  a  great  numb^  of  bonds  of  both  of  the  former 
remam  still  m  the  hands  of  the  undertakers,  which,  as  you  knowj  is 
the  second  hand,  and  there  is  no  great  prospect  Aat  they  will  sell 
their  shares  so  soon,  on  occasion  that  we  have  every  day  new  loans 
opened  here,  as  for  instance,  one  of  seven  millions  in  favor  of  the 
East  India  Company,  one  of  twelve  hundred  thousand  florins  for  the 
States  of  2iealand,  one  of  two  millions  for  Sweden,  and  we  expect 
every  day  a  loan  for  our  province ;  added  to  this,  large  sums  are 
employed  in  the  French  loan,  and  you  will  easily  conclude  that 
money  becomes  very  scarce,  which  we  hope  will  not  be  the  case  next 
year ;  and  if  then  Congress  might  wish  to  pay  off  their  loans  in  France, 
and  raise  the  money  in  this  country,  it  would  ^ve  us  much  pleasure 
to  give  her  again  satisfaction  with  our  endeavors,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  observe  an  unlimited  confidence  with  our  countrymen. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

New  York,  Pebruary  11, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  a 
ratification  made  the  1st  instant  of  the  contract  or  engagem^it  which 
you  entered  into  as  Minister  Plenipot^tiary  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  Lords  the  States  General  of 
the  United  Netherlands,  in  behalf  of  the  said  States,  with  Messrs. 
Wilhem,  and  Jan  Willink  and  others,  for  a  loan  of  two  millions  of 
guilders,  the  9th  March,  1784. 

As  the  letters  received  firom  you,  between  my  predecessors  resign 
nation  and  my  acceptance  of  this  office,  are  yet  in  the  hands  of  a 
committee  of  Congress,  I  am  not  in  capacity  to  say  anything  of  their 
dates  or  contents* 
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On  the  14th  ultimo  I  wrote  a  short  letter  to  you.  Doctor  Franklin, 
and  Mr.  Je&rson. 

Congress  have  resolved  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  Court  of  London, 
and  I  flatter  myself  with  being  soon  enabled  to  write  you  particularly 
on  this  subject. 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  from  you  frequently,  and 
to  be  favored  not  only  with  such  information  as  you  may  think 
interestmg,  but  also  with  such  remarks  and  opinions  on  aflfairs  in 
this  department  as  may  the  better  enable  me  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  it. 

M.  de  Marbois,  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  his  Court,  has 
demanded  that  M.  Longchamps  be  delivered  up.  I  wish  that 
matter  had  not  been  pressed.  I  have  laid  the  requisition  before 
Congress,  and  shall  inform  you  of  the  result  of  their  deliberations  (m 
the  subject.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  appoint  a  Minister  for  Spain, 
and  we  are  informed  that  an  Envoy  from  that  Court  may  dsuly  be 
expected  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  ADXMS  TO  JOHN  JJlT. 

Auteuil,  near  Paris,  April  13»  1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  written,  by  the  late  packets,  for  the  orders  of  Congress 
concerning  near  a  million  of  guilders  in  the  hands  of  Messrs.  Willink 
&  Co.,  in  Amsterdam,  and  requesting  the  ratification  of  my  last  loan, 
and  other  subjects.  By  the  February  packet,  hourly  expected,  I 
hope  to  have  the  honor  of  letters  from  you,  with  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  relative  to  these  matters. 

Our  joint  despatches  will  show  all  the  information  we  have  yet 
obtamed  concerning  the  power  of  the  Barbary  States,  and  the  costli- 
ness of  their  friendship.  We  must  proceed  slowly  and  cautiously. 
I  often  hear  the  trade  of  the  Mediterranean,  and  of  the  Levant, 
slightly  spoken  of,  and  represented  as  of  small  value  to  the  United 
States.  I  think  very  differently,  with  an  absolute  certainty  that  time 
will  demonstrate  me  in  the  right.  But  the  rise  of  insurance  on  all 
of  our  trade  is  to  be  added  to  the  full  value  of  the  trade  we  may 
have  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Levant;  and,  what  is  worsen,  we  have 
th^  cries  of  our  countrymen  in  captivity,  m  chains,  and  exposed  to 
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many  cruelties,  to  consider.  It  is  n<^  the  loss  of  property  which  has 
induced  any  nation  to  become  tributary  to  them,  but  this  inhuman 
practice  of  enslaving  captives.  France,  England,  and  Holland  have 
avoided  stipulatmg  in  treads  to  pay  a  tribute;  but  Sweden  and 
Denmark  have  not  I  hope  we  shdl  not  imitate  the  example  of 
these  last.  If  we  are  directed  to  negotiate,  we  shall  probably 
negotiate  through  the  French  Consul,  but  it  will  be  necessafy, 
finally,  for  Congress  to  send  Consuls  to  sign  the  treaties  and  to  make 
the  presents.  We  have  collected  some  information,  which  will  be 
usefiil  to  our  country,  respectmg  these  Powers.  I  wish  we  were 
atrfe  to  do  as  much  und^  our  commissbn  to  Spain ;  that  Court  will 
not  treat  heie,  and  for  us  to  go  to  Madrid  is  a  dangerous  measure ; 
we  know  not  how  much  time  the  negotiaticxi  there  may  require,  and 
if  we  go  and  return  without  success,  it  will  be  industriously  spread 
by  all  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  will  hurt  the  reputation  of  our 
country  in  Europe,  and  elate  the  English  beyond  measure,  incon- 
veniences which  may  be  avoided  by  your  conducting  the  negotiation 
with  Mr.  Crardoqui,  at  JHew  York,  or  by  Congress,  sending  a  Minist^ 
to  Madrid.  This,  I  know>  is  much  desired  by  the  Spanish  Court, 
and  by  this  Court,  as  many  i^mptcuns  have  indicated,  particularly  a 
conversation  between  the  Duke  de  la  Vauguion  and  me,  a  few  days 
before  bis  departure  for  Madrid.  A  Minister  at  Madrid  would  be 
useful  to  us  in  conductmg  thb  business  with  the  Barbary  Powers, 
and  is  in  all  respects,  as  far  as  I  csm  see,  a  desirable  mea3ure.  The 
expense  of  maintaining  three  Ministers  b  the  same,  whether  they 
reside  at  Auteuil,  Passy,  and  Paris,  or  at  Madrid,  Versailles,  and  tbe 
Hague,  and  I  am  sure  we  could  not  do  less,  separately,  than  we  are 
likely*  to  do  together. 

You  remember,  sir,  that  one  of  the  first  things  Mr.  Hartley  said  to 
us  was,  to  i^opose,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  his  master,  and  his 
Minister,  Mr.  Fox,  that  Ministers  should  be  exchanged  immediately 
between  Congress  and  St.  James.  Yt)u  have  received,  b^ore  now, 
Ae  foanal  proposition  &oax  the  Marquis  of  Carmarthen,  transmitted 
to  us,  through  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  to  the  same  eSecU  The  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Temple  as  Consul  Gena»l,  is  a  still  stronger  indication 
of  a  real  wish  in  die  Ministry  that  tUs  measure  may  be  pursued,  and 
of  a  secret  consciousness  that  they  shall  be  obliged  to  treat.  In 
their  refusal  to  treat  here,  they  would  be  justified  by  all  the  courts 
and  diplomatic  bodies  in  the  world.  J  make  no  scruple,  no  hesitation 
Vol.  L— 31 
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to  advise  that  a  Minister  may  be  sent,  nor  will  I  be  intimidated  fifom 
giving  this  advice,  bj  any  apprehension  that  I  shall  be  suspected  of 
a  design  or  desire  of  going  to  England  myself.  Whoever  goes  will 
neither  find  it  a  lucrative  nor  a  pleasant  employment,  nor  will  he  be 
envied  by  me.  I  know  that  for  years,  if  he  does  his  duty,  he  will 
find  no  personal  pleasure  or  advantage.  But  the  measure  of  sending 
A  Minister  to  England  appears  to  me  the  comer-stone  of  the  true 
American  system  of  politics  in  Europe,  and  if  it  is  not  done,  we 
shall  have  cause  to  repent  it  for  a  long  time,  when  it  will  be  too  late. 
Every  thing  is  calculated,  as  it  appears  to  me,  to  invc^ve  us  in  a  war 
with  England.  Cries  and  prejudices  are  fomented  in  Ikigland  and 
America,  which  have  no  other  tendency  but  to  involve  us  in  a  war 
long  before  we  shall  be  ready.  Ten  or  fifteen  years  hence  we  should 
have  nothing  to  fear  firom  a  war  with  England,  if  they  should  be 
mad  enough  to  force  us  upon  it.  At  present  it  would  distress  us 
extremely,  although  it  would  ruin  England.  My  system  is  a  very 
ample  one ;  let  us  preserve  the  friendship  of  France,  Holland,  and 
Spain,  if  we  can,  and  in  case  of  a  war  between  France  and  England, 
let  us  preserve  our  neutrality,  if  possible.  In  order  to  preserve  our 
firiendship  with  France,  and  Holland,  and  Spain,  it  will  be  usefiil  for 
us  to  avoid  a  war  with  England.  To  avoid  a  war  with  England,  we 
should  take  the  regular  diplomatic  steps  to  negotiate,  to  settle 
disputes  as  they  rise,  and  to  place  the  intercourse  between  the  two 
nations  upon  a  certain  footing;  then  we  may  understand  one 
another,  avoid  deceits  and  misrepresentations.  It  is  so  much  the 
interest  of  England  that  we  should  be  neutral  in  a  future  war,  that  I 
am  persuaded  cool  and  candid  reasonmg  with  their  Mmisters  upon 
the  subject  would  convince  them  of  it.  The  force  of  truth  is  greater, 
even  upon  the  minds  of  politicians,  than  the  world  in  general  b 
aware  of.  Ikigland  is  now  mad  with  the  hope  of  our  having  a  war 
with  Spain,  and  even  France,  in  consequence  of  the  family  compact, 
and  of  our  courting  them  to  become  our  allies  and  undertake  our 
defence.  Surely  it  would  not  be  difficult  for  an  American  Minister 
to  convince  a  British  one  that  this  is  chimerical,  and  that  the  only 
thing  they  ought  to  expect  bom  America  b  neutrality.  The  real 
thing  the  Englbh  have  to  fear  is  our  jcmiing  their  enemies  against 
them  in  a  future  war.  She  has  no  alliance  to  hope  fix)m  us,  unless 
Spain  should  force  us  into  a  war ;  and  even  then  we  ought  not  to 
ask  or  accept  aid  finom  England,  if  we  could  avoid  it^  unless  France, 
bom  the  family  compact,  should  join  Spain. 
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This  reasonmg  and  this  system,  you  see,  goes  upon  the  supposition 
that  we  are  independent  of  France  in  point  of  moral  an^  political 
obligation ;  but  if  the  sentiments  of  America  are  otherwise,  and  these 
principles  are  general,  which  you  and  I  once  heard  delivered  with 
great  formality  and  energy,  viz:  "That  America  ought  to  join 
<  France  against  Ikigland  m  two  future  wars,  one  to  pay  the  debt  of 
^gratitude  already  contracted,  and  the  other  to  shew  ourselves  as 
^  generous  as  France  had  been,"  I  confess  m]rself  all  wrong,  and  to 
boiso  totally  ignorant  of  the  right  duties  and  bterests  of  my  country 
as  to  be  altogether  unfit  for  any  share  in  their  public  afiairs,  foreign 
Gi  domestic. 

At  any  rate,  our  negotiations  in  thb  place  have  not  answered  the 
ends  proposed  by  Congress  and  expected  by  the  people  of  America ; 
nor  is  there  now  scarcely  a  possibility  that  they  should.  I  am  very 
happy  in  my  fiiend,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  have  nothing  but  my  mutility 
to  disgust  me  with  a  residence  here.  But  I  presume  Congress  will 
not  think  it  expedient  to  renew  the  commission,  or  attempt  any 
longer  to  carry  on  negotiations  with  the  rest  of  the  world  in  this 
place.  If  they  should,  however,  I  hope  they  will  think  of  some 
other  gentleman  in  my  place,  as  it  is  my  desire  to  return  home  at  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  the  present  commissions. 

With  great  respect  and  sincere  esteem,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Auteuil,  near  Paris,  April  24, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on  the  11th  of 
February  last,  containing  the  ratification  of  my  last  loan  of  two 
millions  of  guilders,  having  been  properly  addressed  to  me  as  Min- 
ister at  the  Hague,  by  a  mistake  of  the  post  oflSce  at  Paris  was  sent 
to  Holland,  from  whence  it  returned  to  me  last  night.  Thb  loan  is 
long  since  full,  as  my  last  loan  of  five  millions  of  guilders  b  nearly 
so;  I  must,  therefore,  solicit  the  further  instructions  of  Congress 
whether  I  am  to  open  any  new  loan  or  not. 

Your  letter  to  Doctor  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  me,  of  the  14th 
of  January,  has  been  duly  received  and  answered. 
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If  I  ifaad  known  a  few  weeks  soooer  diat  Congress  had  resolved 
to  send  a  Minister  to  London,  it  would  have  saved  you  the  tioufale 
of  a  letter  upon  the  subject,  which  you  will  receive  l^  the  packet* 
It  has  appeared  to  me  for  some  tkne  to  be  an  important  and  necessary 
measure ;  and  although  the  gendeman  who  may  be  sent  there,  who- 
ever lie  may  be,  will  probably  fiad  himself  in  a  thicket  of  briars,  from 
which  be  will  hardly  get  free  without  tearing  his  flesh,  yet  I  am 
persuaded  that  the  ajqpearance  c^  an  American  Minister  at  the  British 
Court  will  have  good  eflEbcts  upon  our  affiiirs,  even  tn  France  and 
Spain,  and  the  natioDS  in  alliance  with  them,  as  weU  as  in  the  courts 
and  nations  in  the  opposite  scale  of  the  balance,  but  especially  upon 
tfie  British  and  American  natbns. 

Will  it  be  foveign  to  the  purpose,  upon  this  ocoancm,  or  inqproper 
for  me  to  observe  diat  die  peo^  in  America,  and  thdr  Logidatuies 
m  the  sevecal  States,  should  prepare  the  way  for  their  Ministers  in 
England,  to  require  a  iaithfol  execution  of  treaties  by  setting  the 
esLample  of  a  punctual  execution  on  their  part  ?  If  we  establish  die 
principle  that  we  have  a  right  to  depart  from  the  trea^  in  one  article 
because  they  have  departed  from  it  m  another,  they  will  certainly 
avail  themsehres  of  the  same  principle,  and  probably  eistend  it  as 
much  farjber,  as  their  sense  d*  justice  is  less,  and  their  <ifunian  of 
their  own  power,  however  ill  founded,  is  greater.  It  cannot,  I  think, 
be  too  often  nor  too  eamesdy  recommended  to  our  countrymen  to 
consider  the  treaty  as  sacred,  and  to  fulfil  it  in  all  its  parts,  according 
•to  its  real  spirit  and  intention,  m  good  conscience,  in  that  most 
delicate  pomt  of  all  respectmg  refugees.  I  even  wish  that  the 
people  could  conquer  their  natural  feelings  and  suppress  their  just 
resentments.  This  I  am  confident  is  the  best  revenge  that  can  be 
taken,  and  will  most  effectually  disarm  even  those  among  them  who 
are  most  distinguished  for  their  enmity.  If  we  have  any  thing  to 
fear  fix>m  Canada  and  Nova  Scoda,  or  for  our  whale  fisheiy,  it  arises, 
and  will  arise,  firom  our  own  severity  to  these  people ;  and  the  same 
observadons  may  be  applied  to  the  for  trade  and  the  posts  upon  the 
frontier. 

Your  desire,  sir,  to  hear  from  me  frrequ^idy,  and  to  have  my  poor 
opinion  on  the  affidrs  of  your  department,  does  me  great  honor,  and 
shall  be  complied  with  to  the  utmost  of  my  pow^.  But  I  shall 
much  oftener  have  occasion  for  your  advice  in  such  affiuns  as  are 
entrusted  to  me.    I  think  myself  extremely  happy^  in  common  with 
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anr  eounlrymeDy  thtf  I  have  to  coirespoBd  whh  a  gendeman  to  whom 
our  foreign  afiairs  are  very  iamiliary  by  long  expetience-^-who  knows 
where  our  difficulties  and  dangers  lie,  and  who  has  proved  himself^ 
nfoa  all  oeeasioiis,  superior  to  them* 

I  am  scnrry  to  learn  that  the  French  Chargi  d'Affiures  has 
demanded  Monsieur  Longchamps  to  be  delivered  up,  and  am  the 
more  surprised  because  I  had  understood  fiom  such  sources  as  I 
thought  authentie  that  the  punishment  to  which  be  has  been  sentenced 
was  satbfactory  at  Court.  It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  for  Hm 
French  Grovenunaat  to  keep  up  a  ckJoi  which  may  be  a  standii^ 
restraint  to  their  own  sulijects  ift  all  for^gn  countries.  But  it  cannot 
be  doid>ted  that  the  French  Mmistry  know  our  rigltf  to  reAise,  as 
well  as  theirs  to  demand  ;  as  there  is  no  positive  stipulation  betwem 
die  two  Powers  that  criminals  dudl  be  mutally  given  up.  And 
surely  it  is  no  perfect  right,  by  the  law  of  nations,  ncur  is  it  a  commoa 
practice ;  so  fisir  from  it  that  it  will  be  difficult  to  show  an  example 
of  it,  where  there  is  no  conventbn. 

Your  packet  for  Mr.  Cafmichael  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Spanish 
Ambassador,  to  go  by  his  courier,  as  you  desire. 

With  the  utmost  respect  and  esteem,  fec.^ 

JOHN  ADAM& 


»0M  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Auteoll,  near  Paris,  May  4, 1786. 
Sir, 

The  day  before  yesterday  I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  write  me  oo  the  18th  of  March,  enclosing  a  commission, 
instructions,  and  letter  of  credence  to  the  Court  of  Chreat  Britain, 
and  a  duplicate  of  your  letter  of  February  1 1th,  with  the  ratification 
of  the  loan  in  Holland. 

The  appointment  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  demands  my  most 
grateful  acknowledgments  to  Congress,  and  the  utmost  care  and 
diligence  in  the  execution  of  it* 

I  am  happy  to  see,  by  the  resolution  of  March  7th,  that  a  Minister 
is  to  be  appomted  to  succeed  me  at  the  Hague,  botii  because  a  Min- 
ister will  be  necessary  there,  and  because  that  the  Minister  m  London 
will  find  employment  for  all  his  time,  and  should  devote  himsdif 
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wholly  to  the,  duties  of  that  mission.  As  no  letter  of  recall  is  as 
yet  arrived  to  me,  I  am  a  little  perplexed.  I  have  been  a  witness  of 
so  much  friendship  to  the  United  States,  and  have  experienced  so 
much  kindness  to  myself  m  Holland,  that  I  ought  not  finally  to  quit 
that  country  without  takmg  leave  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  even 
if  established  fcurms  had  not  rendered  such  a  ceremony  indispoi- 
sable. 

There  is  no  time  to  be  lost  unnecessarily  in  executing  the  instruc- 
tions of  Congress ;  but  you  are  very  sensible,  sir,  of  the  necessity  of 
taking  leave  of  thb  Court  and  of  the  foreign  Ministers  here,  and  of 
the  time  which  such  a  formality  takes  up.  It  will,  therefore,  be 
longer  before  I  can  be  in  London  than  you  may  wish,  perhaps  five 
or  six  weeks.  In  the  meantime  Colonel  Smith,  I  hope,  will  arrive 
with  the  additional  information,  and  I  may  take  such  measures  as  I 
can  to  prepare  the  way  before  us.  The  Duke  of  Dorset  has  ofifered 
me  all  the  service  in  his  power,  and  professes  to  wish  me  success. 
It  may  not  be  useless  for  me  to  see  Mr.  Harris  at  the  Hague. 

The  instructions  are  perfectiy  agreeable  to  my  own  inclinations ; 
but  4t  would  be  my  duty  to  carry  them  into  punctual  execution  to 
the  utmost  of  my  power  if  they  were  not  so.  It  is  not  the  first  time 
that  a  public  trust  of  some  importance  has  been  conmiitted  to  me^ 
but  I  do  not  know  that  any  ever  made  a  deeper  impression  upon  my 
spirits,  or  gave  me  more  serious  reflections.  To  do  my  duty  to  our 
country  and  her  allies,  and  to  reconcile  the  Americans  and  English 
upon  principles  and  terms  which  may  give  satisfaction  to  all,  is  no 
easy  task.  I  can  prombe  nothing  but  industry — the  prospect  of 
success  is  far  from  being  encouraging.  The  measure  of  sending  a 
Minister  had  become  mdispensable ;  Congress  will  have  tried  the 
experiment,  and  done  all  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  world,  was 
incumbent  on  them ;  and  if  the  English  nation  perseveres  in  obsti- 
nacy and  delusion,  the  United  States  will  be  fully  informed  of  it, 
and  have  it  undoubtedly  m  their  power  to  do  themselves  justice* 
The  resolutions  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island,  the  former  laybg 
heavier  duties  upon  British  ships  and  merchandizes,  and  the  latter 
adopting  the  impost  of  five  per  cent.,  if  the  public  papers  inform  us 
truly,  are  sjrmptoms  of  a  spirit  rismg  in  America  which  will  either 
make  the  English  friendly  to  us  or  their  enmity  a  blessing. 

The  Count  D'Aranda  told  me  yesterday  that  your  packet  to  Mr. 
Carmichael  was  gone  to  Madrid. 
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I  forgot  to  mention  m  its  place  your  letter  of  March  15th.  The 
confidence  you  express  is  mutual^  which  1  esteem  one  of  the  happiest 
circumstances  in  my  whole  life.  I  have  not  the  honor  to  be  person- 
ally known  to  Mr.  Smith,  but  he  shall  receive  from  me  all  the  regard 
which  bec(»nes  the  relation  between  us. 

With  sincere  esteem  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Auteuil,  near  PUrifl,  May  3, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  Britons  boast  that  all  the  prophecies  of  the  loss  of  the 
American  trade  from  the  independence  of  the  United  States  have 
proved  false ;  that  the  experiment  has  been  tried,  and  the  contest 
decided ;  that  there  was  at  the  peabe  a  competition  of  the  commercial 
nations  of  Europe  for  the  prize ;  that  the  superior  abilities  of  the 
British  manufacturers,  and  the  greater  capitals  of  their  merchants, 
have  enabled  them  to  give  our  traders  better  bargams  and  longer 
credit  than  any  others  m  Europe ;  that,  as  we  love  our  interests  and 
have  small  fortunes,  we  must  come  to  them  who  can  furnish  us  with 
goods  of  the  best  qualities  at  the  cheapest  rates,  and  allow  us  the 
longest  time  to  pay ;  that  Britain  has  monopolized  our  trade  beyond 
credibility ;  that  dl  the  foreign  merchants,  French,  Dutch,  and  even 
Spanish  and  Portuguese,  who  had  engaged  in  our  trade  have  failed, 
while  few  of  theirs  have  suffered. 

While,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is  certain  that  m  all  this  there  b  much 
exaggeration^  it  must  be  confessed,  on  the  other,  that  there  is  too 
much  truth,  and  the  success  of  your  mission  to  London  will  depend 
very  much  upon  the  researches  of  Congress  and  the  States  into  this 
subject,  and  the  measures  they  may  take  in  consequence  of  thdr 
inquiries.  You  will  negotiate  for  reciprocities  in  commerce  to  very 
little  purpose  while  the  British  Ministers  and  merchants  are  certain 
that  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  profits  of  our  c<Hnmerce  under  their  own 
partial  regulations. 

It  behooves  the  whole  people  of  America,  then,  to  turn  their  attri- 
tion to  this  subject.  It  would  be  presuQq)tion  in  me  to  discuss  the 
queguon  whether  it  b  necessary  the  States  should  give  to  Congress 
a  plenary  power  to  govern  the  commerce  of  the  whole  Confederation. 
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I  have  been  too  long  absent,  and  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  able 
to  form  a  judgment,  even  to  my  own  satisfaction.  Bat  I  can  see 
nmnberless  mischiefs  and  inconveniences  arising  from  the  want  ot 
miity  and  system  m  die  direction  of  such  complicated  interests,  and 
every  State  will  find  itself  necessitated  frequently  to  apply  to 
Congress  for  th^  mterposition,  dtber  by  recommendations  or 
decisions. 

You  will  give  me  leave,  then,  to  mquire  whether  it  may  not  be 
proper  for  Congress  to  call  upon  the  States  m  such  manner  as  they 
may  judge  constitutional  to  furnish  them  with  authentic  accounts  of 
all  the  expcurts  and  imports  of  every  State  since  the  peace,  of  the 
vessels  which  have  entered  or  cleared  out,  the  nation  to  which  they 
belong,  and  all  other  particulars  which  may  be  thought  proper.  It 
should  seem  impossible  that  the  Union  oan  be  preserved  without 
some  such  genera!  repository  of  the  commercial  interests  and  knowl- 
edge; the  mformation  to  be  derived  from  it  would  bring  the  Stated 
to  act  in  concert  by  shewing  the  necessity  of  it  to  all;  and  Congress 
or  the  States  might  take  such  measures  as  woidd  insure  them  justice 
against  the  Englbk  From  such  a  view  they  might  lay  such  dis- 
couragements on  British  ships  and  manufactures,  and  procure  such 
advantages  to  their  own,  as  would  be  beneficial  to  our  country,  while 
h  would  show  the  Ek^lish  their  own  weakness ;  heavy  duties  might 
be  laid  upon  articles  of  luxury  wrought  in  England  and  imported 
from  tboice,  which  would  discourage  the  extravagant  use  of  tfaeox 
among  ourselves,  place  other  nations  upon  as  good  and  better  fixiting 
than  the  Ekiglish,  and  raise  the  revenue  for  the  publk;  oat  of  thai 
enthusiasm  for  England  which  has  been  and  is  still  so  unwise  in 
itself  and  so  hurtful  to  our  country.  Such  measures  as  these  would 
discover  to  the  Englkh  that  we  know  our  own  strength  and  their 
weakness,  and  would  have  probably  a  greater  tendency  to  influeDce 
the  Mmistry,  by  preparing  the  nation,  than  any  reasoning  which  can 
be  used.  It  is  a  diplomatic  axiom,  <<  that  he  negotiates  iU  who  is 
not  in  a  condition  to  make  himself  feared ;"  but  measures  for  this 
purpose  most  be  taken  by  the  people  of  America.  Our  army  wiD 
be  no  terror  to  them,  because  they  think  at  present  they  ^all  never 
send  an  army  to  fight  us  m  our  own  country,  and  they  do  not  believe 
that  ours  will  go  abroad  to  attack  them.  They  are  too  proud  of 
their  own  navy,  and  have  too  much  disregard  of  ours,  to  dread  us 
upon  the  sea;  although  experience  should  have  taught  thefn  that 
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th^r  commerce  might  be  much  endangered  by  our  embers ;  so  that 
we  haye  no  means  to  make  an  knpression  oa  them  but  by  coounercial 
regulations,  which  the  vulgar  may  see  strike  essentially  at  their 
interests  without  injuring  our  own. 
With  great  and  sincere  esteem,  &c*,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Auteuil,  Hear  Paris,  May  7, 1785. 

Sir, 

In  a  former  letter  I  expressed  a  doubt  whether  I  should  go  directly 
to  London  or  first  to  the  Hague,  in  order  to  take  leave ;  but  upon 
further  reflection,  as  I  have  not  received  a  regular  letter  of  recall, 
and  another  Minister  to  their  High  Mightinesses  is  not  yet  arrived,  it 
seems  best  to  avoid  occasion  of  too  much  speculation  among  our 
credft(H3  in  that  country  tor  the  present.  The  Minister  who  shall 
do  me  the  honor  to  succeed  me  will  probably  bring  my  letter  of 
recall,  and  I  hope  the  permission  of  Congress  for  me  to  go  over  ta 
Hdiand  to  pay  there  my  last  official  respects,  provided  the  state  of 
our  affiurs  will  admit  of  my  absence  for  the  space  of  time  necessary, 
which  may  be  three  weeks ;  but  if  Congress  should  think  this  cere- 
mony onnecessary,  or  I  should  be  engaged  in  business  (or  the  public, 
which  cannot  conveniently  be  left,  I  may  take  leave  of  their  High 
Madnesses  and  ct  his  most  Serene  Highness  by  a  respectful  letter, 
winch  perhaps  may  answer  the  end*  I  hope  to  be  in  London  by  the 
end  of  this  month. 

As  we  h^ve  no  firiends  in  England  oi^  any  other  part  of  Europe  but 
m  H(Jland,  I  must  ask  the  favor  of  Congress  to  transmit  me  their 
Authority  by  a  resolution  lo  draw  upon  their  bankers  in  Holland  for 
the  amount  of  my  Salary,  and  the  salary  of  Mr.  Smith,  and  some  little 
disbursements  which  may  be  indispensable. 

My  friend  and  coUeague,  Mr.  Jefferscm,  brought  with  him  an  order 
to  receive  of  M.  Grand  a  sum  of  .money  in  advance  to  furnish  his 
house ;  but  M.  Ghrand  having  no  mcmey  in  his  hands,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  bemg  much  in  advance,  made  some  difficulties,  which 
mduced  Mr.  J^brson  to  apply  to  me.  I  accordingly  drew  upon 
your  bankers  in  Amsterdam  a  bill  in  his  fovc^  for  six  thousand 
guBders^  which  he  has  received.    As  M.  Grand  could  only  have 
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advanced  the  money  by  drawing  on  the  same  fund,  one  commisaoa 
has  been  saved  by  this  means,  and  I  hope  for  the  approbatioQ  of 
Congress. 

Colonel  Humphreys  brought  with  him  an  order  upon  M.  Grand, 
for  money  to  pay  for  a  medal  to  be  struck  for  each  of  the  Generals, 
Washington,  Gates,  and  Greene,  and  for  some  swords  adjudged  by 
Congress  to  .other  officers ;  and  upon  M.  Grand's  inability  to  make 
the  advances,  he  applied  to  me.  As  we  supposed  it  to  be  tfie 
undoubted  intention  of  Congress  that  these  small  presents  should  be 
made  in  honor  of  those  great  events  and  immortal  actions,  I  consented 
to  draw  for  the  money  upon  the  same  bankers  to  the  amount  of  about 
a  thousand  pounds.  This  also  I  hope  will  meet  the  approbaticm  of 
Congress. 

If  you  will  pardon,  sir,  a  transition  to  a  subject  not  much  connected 
with  the  foregoing,  I  may  fill  the  rest  of  my  paper  with  an  observaticm 
which  may  have  its  uses.  The  extreme  severity  of  cold  and  drou^t 
which  have  continued  through  the  months  of  February,  March,  April, 
and  to  this  day,  has  brought  upon  this  country,  and  perhaps  others, 
a  serious  calamity.  There  is  such  a  scarcity  of  herbage  and  pasturage 
that  the  poor  people  in  many  places  have  been  obliged  to  kill  their 
cattle  to  prevent  them  from  starving.  In  many  other  places  they 
have  been  necessitated  to  feed  the  cattle  with  grain  and  bread,  and 
other  things  necessary  for  the  support  of  their  families.  The  daily 
processions  which  pass  before  my  door,  in  prayers  for  warmth  and 
ram,  are  afflicting  to  humanity.  These  circumstances,  however,  have 
contributed  to  silence  the  clamors  of  various  provinces  against  the 
commerce  between  us  and  the  French  West  India  Islands  more  than 
all  the  authority  of  the  King  and  influence  of  Government.  The 
whole  nation  must  see,  and  the  English  too  will  probably  see  the 
impossibility  of  supporting  their  islands  with  wheat  and  flour,  and 
even  the  necessity  of  importing  considerable  quantities  of  these 
articles,  as  well  as  rice,  finom  the  United  States  into  Europe.  It  is 
generally  agreed  that  the  crops  of  grass  will  be  so  diminished  that 
even  if  ihe  wheat  should  not  fail,  they  shall  be  obliged  to  apply  so 
much  of  the  latter  to  the  subsbtence  of  their  cattle  that  they  must 
import  from  us.  I  wish  you  a  plentifiil  season  a^d  industrious 
husbandmen,  that  you  may  be  able  to  suppcnt  the  wants  of  all 
Europe  as  well  as  your  own. 

With  the  greatest  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Auteuil,  near  Paris,  May  8, 1785. 
Sir, 

In  eJLecutmg  the  mstnictions  of  Congress  of  the  seventh  of  March 
last,  as  well  as  all  former  orders  which  concern  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  the  Ministry  will  no  doubt  find  my  commission  and  letter  of 
credence  sufficient  authority.  But  you  will  see  by  a  letter  finom  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  which  your  Mmisters  have  sometime  since  trans- 
mitted, that  the  British  Cabinet  have  conceived  doubts  whether 
Congress  have  power  to  treat  of  commercial  matters,  and  whether 
our  States  should  not  separately  grant  their  full  powers  to  a  Minister. 
I  think  it  may  be  taken  for  granted  that  the  States  will  never  think 
of  sending  separate  Ambassadors,  or  of  authorizing  directly  those 
appomted  by  Congress.  The  idea  of  thirteen  Plenipotentiaries 
meeting  together  m  a  congress  at  every  Court  in  Europe,  each  with 
a  foil  power  and  distinct  instrucUons  finom  his  State,  presents  to  view 
such  a  picture  of  confiision,  altercation,  expense,  and  endless  delay, 
as  must  convince  every  man  of  its  impracticability.  Neither  is  there 
less  absurdity  m  supposing  that  all  the  States  should  unite  in  the 
separate  election  of  the  same  man,  since  there  is  not,  never  was,  and 
never  will  be  a  citizen  whom  each  State  would  separately  prefer  for 
conductmg  the  negotiation.  It  is  equally  mconcei  vable  that  each  State 
should  separately  send  a  fiill  power  and  separate  mstructions  to  the 
Ministers  appointed  by  Congress.  What  an  heterogeneous  mass  of 
papers,  full  of  difif^rent  objections,  various  views,  and  inconsbtent 
and  contradictory  orders  must  such  a  man  pull  out  of  bis  parte 
feuiUe  finom  time  to  time  to  regulate  his  judgment  and  his  conduct ! 
He  must  be  accountable,  too,  to  thirteen  dififerent  tribunab  for  his 
conduct:  a  situation  in  which  no  man  would  ever  consent  to  stand, 
if  it  is  possible,  which  I  do  not  believe,  that  any  State  should  ever 
wish  for  such  a  system.  1  suppose,  too,  tiiat  the  Confederation  has 
already  setded  all  these  pomts,  and  that  Congress  alone  have  authority 
to  treat  with  foreign  Powers,  and  to  appomt  Ambassadors  and  foreign 
Ministers,  and  that  the  States  have  separately  no  power  to  do  either. 
Tet  it  is  plsun  firom  the  Duke  of  Dorset's  letter  that  the  British 
Cabinet  have  conceived  a  different  opinion.  This  is  to  be  accounted 
for  only  by  conjecturing  that  they  have  put  an  erroneous  construction 
cm  the  UmUatiaHy  re$trictumj  or  exertion  in  the  article  of  our  Confed- 
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eration,  which  gives  to  Congress  the  power  of  appobtiDg  Ambassadors 
and  makmg  treaties.  This  limitation  is  confined  to  treaties  of  com- 
merce ;  all  others  Congress  have  full  power  to  make.  From  this 
limitation,  however,  will  probably  arise  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  and 
delay  to  me.  If  the  British  Ministry  wish  and  seek  for  delays,  this 
will  be  their  pretext*  But  even  if  they  should  wish  for  despatch, 
which  is  not  likely,  they  may  have  propositions  to  make  which  witt 
fidl  within  the  limitation,  and  in  such  case  it  will  not  be,m  my  powec 
to  agree  with  them. 

i  can  only  transmit  the  proposition  to  Congress^  who  will  perhaps 
transmit  them  to  the  States,  and  no  man  can  foresee  when  the 
answers  will  be  received,  so  that  the  business  caa  be  brought  to  a 
conclusion*  It  is  a  long  time  that  Congress  have  appeared  to  be 
aware  of  these  obstructbns  in  the  way  of  our  prosperity  y  but  it  does 
not  yet  appear  that  the  Slates  have  be^i  sufficiently  attentive  to 
them  to  remove  tbenx.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed  diat  Congress  will 
ever  frame  any  treaty  of  commerce,  with  aay  foragn  Power,  which 
shall  be  unequal  and  impartial  among  the  States,  or  oppressive  upoa 
any  one  of  them ;  and  it  is  veiy  clear,  from  the  situation  and  circum- 
stances of  the  country^  that  no  such  treaty  can  ever  be  carried  into 
execution,  or  last  long.  If  the  States  should  be  unwiUiag  to  confer 
upon  Congress  a  power  to  make  treaties  of  commerce  unlimited  in 
point  of  time,  it  should  seem  that  time  alone  might  be^  a  sufficient 
restriction,  or  the  limitation  might  be  a  particular  nati(m,  is  the 
English  for  example,  for  a  certain  time,  alAough  it  must  be  always 
temembered  that  we  cannot  favor  the  English  widi  any  tfaiag  which 
will  not  become  common  to  other  natioiis — the  Freneb,  the  Dutch, 
and  Swedes,  at  least. 

It  is  very  possible  that  the  Cabmet  of  St.  James  maj  decline  evoi 
entering  mto  any  ccmferences  at  all,  upoa  the  subject  <^  a  treaty  of 
commerce,  until  the  powers  of  Congress  are  enlarged.  If  they 
should,  the  people  of  America  cannot  be  too  soon  informed  of  it, 
and  torn  the  deliberations  in  their  assemblies  to  tim  otgeet* 

In  this  case,  the  only  present  hope  of  your  Minbter  will  be,  in 
obedience  to  his  orders,  to  convince  the  British  Ministry  of  the 
necessary  tendency  of  their  restrictions  on  our  trade,  to  incapacitate 
our  merchants  in  a  certain  degree  to  make  remittances  to  theirs,  to 
urge  the  surrender  of  the  posts,  the  restitution  of  the  negroes,  the 
explanation  respecting  debts,  and  those  other  matters  pointed  out  in 
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iiis  instruotionsy  in  wbich  the  right,  and  power,  and  equity,  are  too 
clear  to  leave  any  plausible  pretences  tor  delay,  and  to  transmit,  by 
the  earliest  opportunities,  to  CioQgress^  full  and  true  accounts  of  his 
•pfoeeedings. 

On  the  30th  of  April,  1784,  Ccmgress  recommended  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  States  to  vest  them,  for  fifteen  years,  with  the  power 
to  prohibit  any  merchandizes  firom  being  imported  or  exported  in 
vessob  bdonging  to  or  navigated  by  the  subjects  of  any  Power  with 
•wiiom  we  shall  have  no  treaty  of  commerce ;  and  to  prdiibit  the 
subjects  of  any  foreign  State,  unless  authorized  by  treaty,  from 
importing  into  the  United  States  any  merchandizes  which  are  not 
the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  domimons  of  the  sovereign  whose 
mibjeftts  they  are,  provided  that  the  assent  of  nine  States  be  neces* 
Bary« 

To  appose  that  the  British  Cabinet  intended,  by  the  doubts  of 
our  powers,  expressed  in  the  Did^e  of  Dorset's  letter,  to  assist 
Ckmgress  in  obtaining  from  the  Legislatures  a  compliance  with  those 
reoommendaticuis,  would  be  more  charitable  than  dieir  conduct  in 
any  other  instance  would  justify,  I  rather  think  it  was  a  mere 
excuse  for  delay,  but  k  ought  to  operate  upon  the  minds  of  the 
{leople  <^  the  States  and  their  Assemblies,  as  a  powerful  incentive  to 
tx>mpliance ;  but  it  may  be  still  a  question  whether  a  compliance  of 
all  the  States  wiB  still  satisfy  the  British  Gabmet,  and  they  may 
lequire  an  express  vote  of  unlimited  authority  to  Congress,  for  a 
certain  time  at  least,  Bxxa  each  State,  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  tiiem» 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  learn,  widi  certain^,  how  many,  and 
which,  of  the  States  have  agreed  to  those  recommendations  of  Con- 
gress. It  will  now  be  necessary  for  rae  to  be  very  attentive  to  this, 
and  to  request  of  you,  sir,  the  earliest  and  most  minute  intelligence 
of  every  proceeding  of  Congress  and  the  States  relative  to  it. 

The  last  year  must  have  been  a  prosi^rous  period  in  the  United 
States;  the  high  prices  of  their  produce,  and  the  low  prices  of 
foreign  merchandizes,*  are  a  d^nonstration  of  iL  Yet  our  shipping, 
our  seamen,  our  carrying  trade,  have  been  discouraged.  Present 
ease,  and  even  wealth,  should  not  be  our  only  object. 

We  ought  to  attend  to  considerations  of  strength  and  defence. 
Our  situation  is  different  from  some  of  the  Powers  of  Europe,  who 
have  neglected  their  own  defence.    Switzerland  is  situated  so,  that 
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if  she  should  be  attacked  by  one  Deighbcur,  she  would  infalliblj  be 
defended  by  two  others.  If  attacked  by  Sardmia,  she  would  be 
defended  by  France  and  the  Emperor ;  if  by  the  Elmperor,  France 
and  Sardinia  would  support  her ;  and  if  by  France,  the  ELmperor 
and  Sardinia  would  unite  to  protect  her.  This  is  so  fully  known  to 
her  and  all  her  neighbors,  that  she  fears  nothing,  and  is  at  no 
expense.  Holland,  attacked  by  France,  found  a  friend  in  England ; 
when  attacked  by  England,  France  supp(»rted  her;  when  the 
Emperor  threatened  her,  she  found  a  friend  in  France,  too,  and  she 
will  foreyer  be  sure  that  neither  of  these  three  great  Powers  can  eT^ 
suffer  her  to  fall  a  prey  to  any  of  the  others.  She  has  relied  so 
much  upon  thb  as  to  neglect  her  defence,  to  her  great  regret  at 
present.  But  what  are  Switzerland  and  Holland,  small  Powers 
limited  by  nature,  so  that  they  never  can  be  great,  to  the  United 
States  of  America,  destined,  beyond  a  doubt,  to  be  the  greatest 
Power  on  earth,  and  that  within  the  life  of  man.  This  is  so  wdl 
known,  that  instead  of  being  overlooked  among  the  Powers,  like 
Holland  and  Switzerland,  we  shall  be  more  an  object  of  jealousy 
than  any  other  upon  earth.  All  the  Powers  know  that  it  b  impos^ 
sible  for  any,  the  proudest  of  them,  to  conquer  us ;  and  therefore,  if 
we  should  be  attacked  by  any  one,  the  others  will  not  be  fond  of 
undertaking  our  defence;  knowing  we  can  defend  ourselves,  they 
will  leave  us  to  do  it,  and  if  they  assbt  us  at  all  it  will  not  be  until 
we  have  done  the  work,  and  then  it  will  be  feebly,  and  only  with  a 
view  of  deriving  more  benefit  and  reputation  from  it  than  they  do  us 
good.  They  will  be  pleased  to  see  us  weakened  and  our  growth  a 
little  retarded.  It  behooves  die  United  States,  then,  to  knit  them* 
selves  together  in  the  band  of  affectiob  and  mutual  confid^ice, 
search  their  own  resources  to  the  bottom,  form  their  foreign  com- 
merce mto  a  system,  and  encourage  their  own  navigation  and 
seamen,  and  to  these  ends  their  carrying  trade;  and  I  am  much 
afraid  we  shall  never  be  able  to  do  diis,  unless  Congress  are  vested 
with  frill  power,  under  the  limitations  prescribed  of  fifteen  years,  and 
the  concurrence  of  nine  States,  of  fomung  treaties  of  commerce  with 
foreign  Powers. 
With  great  esteem,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 
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FROM  JOHN  AlUMS   TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Auteuil»  near  PariB,  May  13, 1785. 
Sir, 

We  meet,  as  you  know  very  well,  so  often  with  foreign  MinistCTS 
at  Court  and  other  places,  and  have  so  many  transient  conversations 
upon  subjects  in  which  America  is  more  or  less  concerned,  that  I 
scarcely  know  when  it  is  worth  while  to  transmit  it  to  you,  and  when 
it  is  not.  There  b  danger  on  one  hand  of  degenerating  into  minute* 
ness,  and  on  the  other  of  omitting  something  which  may  be  of 
consequence. 

The  Duke  of  Dorset  has  been,  in  general,  very  civil  to  Doctor 
Franklin,  Mr.  Jefierson,  and  me ;  and  I  believe  I  may  say,  with 
exact  truth,  that  he  has  shown  us  as  much  respect  and  attention  as 
he  has  to  the  Ministers  of  any  Power  whatever;  but  since  the 
Englbh  papers,  from  the  gazettes  of  New  York,  have  published  my 
appointment  to  his  Court,  he  has  been  more  assiduous,  if  I  may  use 
that  expression,  than  ever. 

He  congratulated  me  at  last  Court,  very  politely,  on  my  appoint- 
ment, and  said  if  he  could  be  of  any  service  to  me  in  public  or 
private,  by  writing  to  Mr.  Pitt  or  Lord  Carmarthen,  or  to  any  of  his 
private  friends,  it  would  give  him  pleasure  to  do  it.  I  thanked  his 
Grace  in  general  terms,  and  said  it  was  very  possible  he  might  be  of 
service  to  me — and  to  his  own  country,  too,  as  well  as  mine— if  his 
Grace  and  his  humble  servant  thought  alike  upon  certain  points. 
He  thought  then,  as  well  as  I,  that  it  was  proper  we  should  compare 
notes,  and  said  he  would  come  out  to  Auteuil  and  see  me  on  Satur- 
day at  twelve.  Accordingly  he  came,  and  repeating  his  professions 
of  good  will  and  his  offers  of  service,  I  told  his  Lordship  I  did  not 
mean  to  give  him  the  trouble  of  any  official  representations,  but  as 
he  was  willing  to  enter  into  private  conversation  with  me  upon 
afiairs,  I  might  ask  what  could  be  the  reason  ^y  the  posts  upon 
our  frontiers  were  not  evacuated.  He  said  he  could  not  tell.  1 
added  there  had  undoubtedly  been  full  time,  and  it  could  not  but  be 
considered  as  inconsistent  with  the  treaty;  that  he  might  well 
imagine  it  must  be  a  tender  point  with  us,  and  that  jealousies  and 
apprehensions  would  be  very  justly  kept  alive  among  all  our  people 
until  the  treaty  was  frilfiUed  m  this  particular.  He  seemed  wholly 
at  a  loss  upon  this  subject,  and  did  not  inclme  to  compromise  himself 
by  hazarding  any  opinion. 
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I  then  mentioned  the  debts,  and  said  it  was  certamly  for  the 
mutual  advantage  of  both  sides  that  we  should  come  to  an  explana- 
tion upon  that  article.  That  to  let  loose  the  law,  and  perhaps  the 
inflamed  passions  of  some  creditors,  upon  the  debtors  and  their 
estates,  might  ruin  the  latter  without  paying  the  fcmner.  That  if 
execution  was  served  upon  the  person  of  a  debtor  for  want  of  estate, 
by  the  ancient  as  well  as  modem  laws,  he  might,  in  a  stated  period, 
obtain  his  liberty  upon  hb  oath,  and  the  debt  would  be  lost.  If 
execution  should  be  levied  upon  estate,  it  must  be  sold  at  vendue, 
and  m  the  present  scarcity  of  money  would  not  be  sold  for  half  its 
value,  so  that  the  creditor  might  lose  as  well  as  the  debtor.  That 
it  would  surely  be  better  for  both  countries,  as  well  as  for  creditor 
and  debtor,  that  the  latter  should  be  allowed  time  to  turn  himself, 
and  make  the  most  of  hb  property.  The  Duke  replied  that  if  the 
matter  should  be  represented  in  thb  light,  and  made  appear  to  be  so, 
perhaps  the  Ministry  and  the  creditors  might  be  satisfied ;  but,  he 
added,  mterest  should  be  paid.  I  answered  that  the  question  con- 
cerning interest  would  not  be  changed  at  all  by  delay ;  it  would  be 
the  same  whether  the  principal  were  paid  now  or  some  tima  hence. 
But  I  found  hb  Lordship  here  again  unwilling  to  hazard  any  opinion 
of  hb  own. 

I  then  motioned  the  negroes,  and  asked  why  the  treaty  was  so 
little  attended  to  in  thb  article?  He  asked  whether  any  consider- 
able number  had  been  carried  ofi?  I  answered^  a  very  great  number, 
and  not  only  against  the  treaty,  but  confessedly  so;  for  thi^  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  had  at  the  time  of  hb  canymg  them  away  acknowl- 
edged it  to  be  against  the  treaty ;  but  alleged  that  their  treaties  with 
the  negroes  obliged  them  to  do  it,  and  therefore  they  must  pay  for 
them.  I  added,  that  thb  made  it  stiU  harder  upon  the  American 
debtors,  and,  indeed,  made  it  perfectly  just  for  them  to  withhold 
payment,  because  that  the  property  of  many  of  them  was  thus 
wrongfiiUy  withheld  fiom  them — ^property  by  which  they  m^ht  have 
been  enabled  to  pay  at  least  much  of^their  debts ;  but  I  found  that 
either  hb  Grace  had  not  thought  much  upon  these  subjects^  or  that 
hb  prudence  restrained  him  fixmi  speakmg  fi^y,  and  be  chose  to 
waive  particulars  by  repeating  o&rs  of  hb  service*  I  replied  that 
I  did  not  think  it  was  proper  for  me  to  desire  hb  Grace  to  make  any 
official  representations,  because  my  first  address  of  that  kind  should 
be  made  to  Lord  Carmarthen ;  but  that  nobkmm  and  gentlem^  of 
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high  rank  were  often  here  and  m  company  with  his  Grace,  and,  as 
conversation  turned  often  upon  American  affairs,  it  might  be  in  his 
Grace's  power  to  rectify  many  mistakes  relative  to  these  subjects. 
It  would  be  still  more  in  his  power  by  his  private  correspondences. 
I  could  not,  however,  obtain  any  specific  promises,  but  be  concluded 
by  more  general  assurances  that  he  sincerely  wished  that  all  questions 
might  be  settled  to  mutual  satbfaction,  and  entire  harmony  and 
affecdon  restored,  &c.,  &c. 

A  few  days  after  the  Duke  came  out  a  second  time  to  see  me  at 
Auteuil,  and  brought  me  some  letters  to  the  custom-house  at  Dover, 
which  he  believed  would  save  me  any  troublesome  visits  of  those 
gentry,  and  said  he  had  written  to  Mr.  Pitt,  to  desire  him  to  send  an 
order  to  the  custom-house,  which  would  certainly  answer  the  end. 

He  then  told  me  I  must  be  m  London  time  enough  to  pay  my 
respects  to  the  Kmg  on  the  4th  of  June,  his  birthday ;  that  to  that 
end  I  must  carry  over  finom  hence  a  fine  new  coat,  ready-made,  for 
that  it  was  a  rule  of  etiquette  there  for  everybody  to  have  new 
clothes  upon  that  day  who  went  to  Court,  and  very  rich  ones ;  and 
that  my  family  must  be  introduced  to  the  Queen.  I  told  him  I  was 
sorry  to  hear  that,  but  that  I  hoped  it  was  not  indispensable,  for  that 
at  the  Court  of  Versailles  the  families  of  Ambassadors  only  were 
required  to  be  presented,  and  Minbters  Plenipotentiaries  and  Envoys 
had  their  option ;  my  family  had  chosen  to  avoid  it  h^re,  for  many 
reasons.  He  said  it  was  true,  that  here  the  etiquette  required  only 
the  presentation  of  Ambassadresses,  but  in  Ekigland  it  was  otherwise, 
and  the  ladies  and  daughters  of  all  the  Mmisters  must  be  presented 
to  the  Queen. 

I  hope,  sir,  you  will  not  think  this  an  immaterial  or  a  trifling  con- 
versation when  you  ccHisider  that  the  single  circumstance  of  presenting 
a  family  to  Court  will  make  a  difference  of  several  hundred  pounds 
sterling  in  my  inevitable  annual  expenses.  This  is  not  the  first 
serious  lecture  that  I  have  had  upon  the  subjects  of  etiquette,  and 
even  dress*  I  have  formerly  related  to  you  in  conversation  another 
much  more  grave,  which  I  had  five  years  ago  firom  the  Count  de 
Vergennes.  I  believe  I  have  also  repeated  to  you  similar  exhorta- 
tions made  to  me  even  by  the  best  patriots  m  Holland.  There  is  a 
certain  appearance  in  proportion  to  rank  which  all  the  Courts  of 
Europe  make  a  serious  point  of  exacting  fix)m  everybody  who  b 
presented  to  them.  / 
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I  need  not  say  to  yoa,  sir,  because  you  know  it  perfecdy,  dial 
American  MinisteEs  have  never  yet  been  aUe  to  make  diis  appearance 
at  any  Court;  they  are  now  less  able  to  do  it  than  ev^.  I  lament 
thb  necessity  of  consuming  the  labor  of  my  C^ow-citizens  upon 
such  objects  as  much  as  any  man  liTing^  but  I  am  sure  that  tke 
debasing  your  Ministers  so  much  below  their  rank  will  one  day  have 
coQsequ^ioes  of  much  more  impcurtanee  to  the  husbandman^  artisan, 
and  even  laborer. 

With  the  most  cordial  esteem,  &c*,  JOHN  ADAMS. 
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On  the  3d  day  of  June,  1784,  Congress  issued  a  joint  commission 
to  John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  granting 
to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  plenary  power  to  negotiate  and 
conclude  a  supplementary  treaty  with  Sweden,  for  the  purpose  of 
perfecting  the  commercial  intercourse  already  entered  into  between 
the  two  nations. 

A  joint  commission  had  been  issued  to  John  Adams,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  and  Thomas  Jefferson,  on  the '12th  day  of  May,  1784, 
empowering  said  Commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  to  treat  with 
Russia  respecting  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce. 

Commissions  of  the  same  tenor  and  date  were  issued  for  treating 
with  the  Courts  hereafter  specified,  except  that  the  expressions 
thereunto  severally  annexed  were  substituted  for  those  marked  in  the 
preceding  commission. 

Oermany — His  Imperial  Majesty.     , 

Prussia — ^His  Prussian  Majesty. 

Denmark — His  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark. 

Saxony — ^The  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  subjects  of 
the  most  serene  Elector  of  Saxony. 

Hamburg — ^The  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Imperial  City  of  Hamburg. 

Enghnd'-'^iii^  SoMwia  Majesty* 

m  '/  ^    , 
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Spain — Ui3  Catholic  Majesty. 

Portugal — ^Their  most  Faithful  Majesties. 

Naples — His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies. 

Sardinia — ^His  Sardinian  Majesty. 

The  Pope — ^The  United  States  of  America  and  the  dominions  of 
his  Holiness  the  Pope. 

Venice — ^The  United  States  of  America  and  the  most  serene 
Republic  of  Venice. 

Genoa — ^The  United  States  of  America  and  the  most  ser^e 
Republic  of  Genoa. 

1\ucanif — ^The  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
subjects  and  people  of  the  most  serene  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany. 

The  Porte— The  Sublime  Porte. 

Morocco — ^The  high,  glorious,  mighty,  and  most  noble  Prince, 
King,  and  Emperor  of  the  Kingdom  of  Fez,  Morocco,  Taffilete, 
Sus,  and  the  whole  Algasbe  and  the  territories  thereof;  a  treaty  of 
amity,  or  of  amity  and  commerce. 

Algiers — The  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  Amm^a  and  the 
subjects  of  the  Dey  and  Government  of  Algiers ;  a  treaty  of  amity,, 
or  of  amity  and  commerce. 

Tripoli — ^The  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
city  and  kingdom  of  Tripoli ;  the  most  iUustricHis  Lords  and  Gov- 
ernors of  the  City  and  Kmgdom  of  Tripoli ;  a  treaty  of  ami^,  or  of 
amity  and  commerce. 

Tunis — The  citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
people  of  the  State  and  Kingdom  of  Tuiv»,  the  Regency  or  Gov- 
ernment of  Tunis ;  a  treaty  of  amity,  or  of  amity  and  commerce. 


J^fpointment  of  Secretary  by  the  United  Skates  in  Congress  assem^ 
bled,  May  12,  1784. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Secretary  to  the  Commisdon 
for  negotiating  treaties  of  commerce  with  foreign  Powers,  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  David  Humphreys  was  elected. 

CHARLES  THOMSON, 
Secretary. 

May  7,  1784. — ^Resolutions  were  adopt^  by  Cottgiess,  inatmct- 
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ing  their  Commisdoners  in  Europe  with  regard  to  the  ibrmation  of 
treaties. — [See  p.  80.] 

On  the  lltfa  May^  1784>  further  instructbns  were  issued  by 
Congress  in  the  shape  of  resolutions,  having  ref<»-ence  to  instructions 
<tf  a  former  date.  May  30,  1783,  <^  the  objects  of  which  they  are 
directed  to  urge  with  perseverance." — [See  p.  83.] 

June  3,  1784. — ^Instructions  relative  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi. 


Minutes  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America  for  forming  Treaties  of  Amity  and 
Commerce  with  Foreign  Powers. 

Passy,  August  30, 1784. 

Present,  Mr.  Aoabis,  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Jefferson,  Ministers-^ 
D.  HuMPHBETs,  Secretary. 

After  havmg  read  the  mstnictions,  paragraph  by  paragraph,  noted 
their  contents,  and  agreed  to  meet  every  day  at  this  place  until  the 
objects  of  the  oorombsions  should  be  properly  arranged,  and  put  as 
far  as  may  be  int6  the  best  train  of  execution : 

Jtesohed,  That  it  b  the  opinion  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary 
that  Captain  John  Paul  Jones  (who  is  authorized  by  Cong^^ss  to 
receive  all  the  prize  moneys  which  may  be  due  in  Europe)  should 
apply  to  the  Court  of  Denmark  hr  the  recovery  of  an  adequate 
compensation  for  the  prizes  which  were  captured  by  the  Alliance 
frigate,  carried  mto  Bergen,  and  delivered  by  the  orders  of  that  Court 
to  the  British,  that  it  would  be  well  for  him  to  obtain  the  patronage 
of  the  Court  of  Versailles  in  thb  application  if  practicable ;  and  that 
he  be  informed  he  may  expect  to  receive  any  assistance  which  the 
Plenipotentiaries  may  be  able  to  afford,  in  case  he  should  have 
occasion  for  it. 


Panry,  August  31»  1784. 
It  was  agreed  by  die  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  announce 
officially  to  the  Court  of  Versailles  the  object  of  their  mission  as 
early  as  possible ;  they  also  gave  information  to  Mr.  David  Hartiey, 
Mi^sler  Plenipotentiiffy  from  hb  Britannic  Majesty,  that  they  had 
received  a  commission  for  negotiating  a  trea^  of  amity  and  commerce 
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with  tbe  Court  of  London,  and  desired  that  he  would  announce  to  his 
Court  that  they  were  ready  to  proceed  on  the  negotiation ;  wher^pon, 
Mr.  Hartley  informed  them  verbally  that  he  did  not  doubt  his  Court 
would  at  all  times  be  ready  to  concur  in  formmg  such  a  system  as 
might  fiiUy  answer  every  purpose  of  commercial  as  well  as  political 
advantage  to  the  two  countries,  and  fix  and  establish  a  permanent 
and  beneficial  intercourse  between  them. 


Pasiy,  September  1, 1784. 

The  Mmbters  Plenipotentiary  having  received  a  letter  finom  the 
Secretary  of  Congress,  on  the  16th  of  July,  covering  a  resolution  of 
the  Conmiittee  of  the  States,  bearing  date  July  10th,  1784,  referring 
copies  of  the  papers  relatmg  to  the  brig  L'Aimable  Elizabeth,  a 
French  vessel,  that  was  deserted  by  her  crew  at  sea,  and  taken  up 
by  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  on  the  5th  April,  1783,  to  the 
Ministers  for  negotiating  treaties  of  conmierce  with  foreign  Powers, 
and  instructing  them  that  they  should  require  of  tbe  British  Court 
that  the  full  value  of  the  said  brig  and  her  cargo  be  restored  for  the 
benefit  of  Robert  Sewel,  by  whose  order  she  was  taken  up  at  sea, 
ordered  that  the  Secretary  of  Legation  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Barclay, 
Consul  General  of  the  United  States  at  L'Orient,  lequestmg  that  he 
would  inform  them  of  all  the  facts  respecting  the  said  brig  L'Aimable 
Elizabeth  which  can  be  obtamed. 

It  was  agreed  to  request  the  Baron  de  Walterstorff  to  meet  the 
Plenipotentiaries  at  Passy,  in  order  to  confer  respecting  the  mode  of 
proceeding  in  negotiiiting  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the 
Court  of  Denmark. 


Passy,  September  4, 1784. 
The  American  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  gave  information  to  the 
Baron  de  Walterstorff,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  fit>m  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Denmark,  that  they  had  received  a  commission  for  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  Court  of  Denmark,  and 
desired  that  he  would  announce  to  hb  Court  that  they  were  ready  to 
proceed  on  the  negotiation. 

The  object  of  the  commission,  with  respect  to  the  completion  pf  a 
treaty  oi  aQiity  and  commw^e,  between  tbe  United  States  of  Ajofirica 
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and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  was  communicated  in  the 
subsequent  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Tbulemeier,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
fixxn  his  Prussian  Majesty  at  the  Hague,  viz : 

Passy,  near  Paris,  September  9, 1784. 
Sir, 
The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  judging  that 
an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of  his  Prussian  Majesty  and  the 
citizens  of  the  said  States,  founded  on  the  prmciples  of  equality, 
reciprocity,  and  friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both 
nations,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  last  issued  their  commission  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  States,  to  the  subscribers,  as  their  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary,  giving  to  them,  or  the  majority  of  them,  full  power 
and  authority  for  them,  the  said  States,  and  m  their  name  to  confer, 
treat,  and  negotiate  with  the  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  Commissioner 
of  his  said  Prussian  Majesty,  vested  with  full  and  sufficient  powers 
of,  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  to  make  and 
receive  propositions  for  such  treaty,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  the 
same,  transmitting  it  to  the  said  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
far  their  final  ratification. 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  have 
received  this  commission  in  due  form,  and  that  we  are  here  ready  to 
enter  on  the  negotiation,  and  to  reconsider  and  complete  the  plan  of 
a  treaty  which  has  ahready  been  transmitted  by  your  Excellency  to 
your  Court,  whenever  a  full  power  fix)m  his  Prussian  Majesty  shall 
appear  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  farther  the  honor  to  request  of  your  Excellency  that  you 
would  transmit  this  mformation  to  your  Court,  and  to  be  with  great 
respect, 

Your  Excellency's,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  A  similar  letter  was  addressed,  at  the  same  time,  to  his 
Excellency  the  Count  de  Souza  de  Coutinho,  Ambassador  from  their 
most  faithful  Majesties  at  the  Court  of  Versailles. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S06  J-  ADAMS»  B.  FRA17KLIN,  T.  JfiFFEHSON. 

raOM  II.  SPINOLA  TO  BENJAMIN  FRANEUN* 

Translation. 

Paris,  September  9, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  most  serene  Government  of  Genoa,  bemg  desirous  to  favor, 
as  much  as  possible,  the  conmierce  of  his  subjects  with  the  provinces 
and  ports  of  the  United  States  of  North  America^  which  you  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  has  taken  the  determination  to  send  to 
Boston  a  Consul  or  agent,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  and  for- 
warding the  mterest  of  the  Genoese  in  the  United  States ;  but  this 
Government,  being  anxious  to  observe  the  regard  which  princes  owe 
to  each  other,  has  ordered  me  to*  inquire  of  you,  m  the  first  place,  if 
this  determination  will  be  agreeable  to  the  United  States. 

I  am  much  flattered,  sir,  that  this  commbsion  wiU  fiimish  me 
with  the  opportunity  of  corresponding  with  you  on  a  subject  wluch 
must  be  very  advantageous  to  two  nations  we  have  the  honor  of 
serving. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c.,  SPlNOLA. 


YROH  B.  FKANKLIN  TO  M.   SPINOLA. 

PaMy ,  September  13^  1784. 
Sir, 

I  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  of  writing  to  me  the 
9th  instant,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a  Consul  to  reside  at 
Boston,  on  the  part  of  your  State,  to  protect  the  interests  of  your 
commerce  and  people  in  America.  On  consideration,  I  thought  it 
right  to  communicate  the  same  to  my  colleagues,  now  here,  Mr. 
Adams  and  Mr.  Jeflferson,  they  being  with  me  commissioned  to 
make  treaties  of  commerce  with  such  maritime  nations  as  may  be 
desirous  of  trading  with  our  Stales.  We  are  sensible  of  the  delicacy 
with  which  your  most  serene  Government  has  proceeded  in  the 
proposition,  and  we  are  persuaded  that  on  all  occarions  equal  respect 
will  be  shewn  by  the  Congress.  But  being  of  q[»nion  that  previous 
to  the  appointment  of  a  Consul,  some  conventioii  will  be  necessary, 
that  may  ascertain  his  powers,  privileges,  &c.;  and  that  such  a 
convention  will  most  naturally  follow  a  treaty  of  amity  and  com- 
merce, we  take  this  occasion  to  inform  you  of  our  having  full 
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poweis  for  maUng  such  treaties,  and  'that  we  are  willing  and  ready 
to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for  that  purpose  with  the  most  serene 
Goremment  of  Genoa,  whenevw  it  shall  be  to  Aem  agreeable. 

The  copy  I  have  Ae  honor  of  enclosing  to  you,  of  some  late 
rcsdutions  of  Ckmgress,  will  show  the  udlity  and  necessity  of  such  a 
treaty  to  the  freedom  of  trade  between  our  countries. 
'     I  am,  wi&  great  respect,  fee,      BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 


VenMuUes,  September  15, 1784. 

The  American  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  exhibited  officially  to  die 
Count  de  Vergennes,  Mmist^  and  Secretary  of  State,  havmg  the 
department  of  foreign  afiaks,  the  ccHiimission  of  the  United  States  in 
Congress  assembled,  autborizkig  them  to  negotiate  and  conclude  a 
supplementary  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  his  most 
Christian  Majesty,  a  copy  hereof  was  left  with  the  Count,  who 
infonned  them  in  subsrtance  as  iUlows :  <<  That  he  should  always  be 
•ready  to  enter  on  negotiations,  and  receive  propo^dons,  which 

<  might  be  of  mutual  advantage,  and  tend  to  cement  the  union  and 

<  increase  the  harmony  which  prevailed  between  the  two  natiotts.^ 


Passy,  September  16, 1784. 

Mr.  Hartley,  Minbter  Plenipotentiary  from  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
having  previously  requested  a  meetbg  with  the  American  Ministers, 
now  gave  than  infisnnalion  that  he  had  received  orders  from  his 
Court  to  return  to  London,  and  that  be  was  authorized  to  assure 
them  of  ^<  the  ready  and  friendly  disposition  of  the  Court  of  London 
<to  receive  any  proposals  from  the  United  States,  &r  formiog  such 
^xegulations  as  might  (end  to  the  mutual  xecipiocal  advantage  of 
<  both  countries.'' 


Ota  the  29d  day  ef  Septeoober,  the  foQ<^raig  oornmunication 
was  made  to  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Araada,  Ambassador 
Extraordinary  and  Plenipoleiitiary  frrom  his  Catholic  Majesty  the 
King  of  Spam,  at  the  Court  of  VersaiQeSy  viz: 
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Pkuwy,  near  FBrii,  Septdnber  99, 1784. 
Sir, 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  judging 
that  an  intercouise  between  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  and 
the  citizens  of  the  said  States,  founded  on  the  principles  of  equality, 
reciprocity,  and  friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  bodi 
nations,  on  the  12th  day  of  May  last,  issued  their  commission  under 
the  seal  of  the  said  States,  to  the  subscribers  as  their  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary,  giving  to  them,  or  a  majority  of  them,  full  power 
and  authority  for  them,  the  said  States,  and  in  their  name,  to  confer, 
treat,  and  negotiate,  with  the  Ambassador,  Minister,  or  Ccuaunis- 
sioner,  of  his  said  Catholic  Majesty,  vested  with  fiiU,  and  of  sufficient 
powers,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce^  to  make 
and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaty,  and  to  conclude  and  sign 
the  same,  transmitting  it  to  the  said  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled,  for  their  final  ratification. 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  we  have 
received  this  commission  in  due  form,  and  that  we  are  here  ready  to 
enter  on  the  negotiation  whenever  a  fiill  power  fix>m  his  said  Catholic 
Majesty  shall  appear  for  that  purpose. 

We  have  fiirther  the  honor  to  request  of  your  Excellency  that 
you  would  transmit  thb  mformation  to  your  Court;  and  to  be,  with 
great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN,     . 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 

At  the  same  time  letters  of  the  same  tenor,  changing  only  the 
style  of  the  several  Courts,  exactly  in  conformity  to  the  expressions 
made  use  of  in  the  original  commissions,  were  written  to  his  Excel- 
lency Prince  Bariatinski,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  firom  her  Imperial 
Majesty  of  all  the  Russias  at  the  Court  of  Versailles ; 

Mr.  Ri^ere,  Charge  d' Affaires  finom  the  Elector  of  Saxony  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles ; 

Mr.  De  Pio,  Charge  d'Afiftdres  fix)m  his  Sicilian  Majesty  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles ; 

His  Excellency  the  Count  de  Scamafis,  Ambassador  of  the  King 
of  Sasdinia  at  the  Court  of  Versailles ; 

His  Excellency  Mcmseigneur  Prince  Doria  Phamphili,  Nuncio 
Ordinaiy  of  the  Pope  at  the  Court  of  VenaiUes; 
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Ifis  Excellency  the  Chevalier  Delfino,  Ambassadcnr  from  the 
Republic  of  Venice  at  the  Court  of  Versailles ; 

And  to  Mr.  Favi,  Charge  d'Afiaires  from  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Tuscany,  which  letter,  from  a  mistake  in  transcribmg,  was  not  dated 
or  sent  until  the  30th  of  September. 


VBOM  THE  AMBASSADOR  OF  POBTUOAL  TO  THS  COMMISSIONKRS. 

Translation. 

Pisni,  September  S7, 1784. 

The  Ambassador  of  Portugal  has  the  honor  to  inform  Messrs. 
Adams,  Franklin,  and  Jefferson,  that  he  has  received  their  letter, 
and  that  he  inmiediately  transmitted  it  to  his  CouilL  from  whence 
he  awaits  an  answer,  in  order  to  communidSe  mm  mem  upon  the 
articles  relative  to  the  treaty  of  commeJriSe; 


FROM  M.  RITIERR  TO  THE   COlOaSSIONKRS. 

Translation. 

Parifl,  September  37, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  the  letter  with  which  you  honored  ttue  the  22d 
instant,  and  I  did  not  fail^  to  transmit  it  to  my  Court,  according  to 
your  desire.    As  soon  as  I  receive  im  answer,  I  will  make  it  a  duty 
to  submit  it  to  you* 
I  have  the  hcmor  to  be,  &c.,  RIVIERE, 

Chargi  JPAffaira  of  the  Court  of  Saxony. 


FROM  M.  DC  PIO  TO  THE  COMiaSSIOKERS. 

Translatioa. 

Ftou»  September  36»  1784. 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to 
oe  oo  the  SSd  instant  upon  the  subject  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
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eomnerce,  which  the  United  States  of  America  would  wid  to  ibnn 
with  the  King  my  mast^r^  kr  the  welfiue  respectively  of  Us  sdbjects 
tnd  their  citisens.  I  btstoied,  gentlemen^  lo  place  before  his 
Siciliaa  Majesty  your  piopositiony  and  will  communicate  to  you  the 
answer  as  soon  as  it  is  received  from  oiy  Court. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DE  PIO, 

ChargS  ff  Affaires  of  the  Court  ofNapUi. 


VBOM  M.  DE   SCABNAriS  TO  THE  COMMISSIONEBS. 

Trmriatimu 

PhriBi  October  S^  17M. 
Gentlemefi, 

I  bftTd  received  the  letter  wfaidi  you  did  me  the  hoaor  to  wiile  the 

of  September,  whereb  you  inform  me  that  die  Usited  StUes  ef 

America  in  Congress  assembled  have  granted  you  power  to  form  a 

q^ty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

I  liave  just  communicated  it  to  my  Court ;  and  if  any  particular 

order  should  be  taken  on  the  subject,  I  will  not  fidl  to  inform  you. 

J  seize  this  occasion,  gentlemen,  with  true  eagerness,  to  assure  you 

of  mjp  perfect  respectj  and  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

DE  SCARNAFIS, 

AMthoiModar  of  Sardinia^ 


VBOM  THE   CHEYALIER  DELFINO  TO  THE   COaonSBIOlTSBa. 

Trandftdoii. 

Gentlemen, 

It  b  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  I  have  just  recdred  the 

Ifrtler  which  you  have  done  me  the  hoaor  to  write.    I  will  not  fiul, 

gi^ntlemen,  to  transmit  your  information  to  the  Senate ;  and  as  soon 

^A,  I  receive  an  answer  I  will  consider  it  a  duty  to  communicate  it  to 

yoi* 
In  the  interim,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

LE  CHEV.  DELFINO, 
Jmboisttdor  4{f  Femee. 
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rifcOH  H*  TAYt  TO  THE   COMMlSaiONSBa. 

Translation. 
^      ,  Pims,  October  16, 1784. 

GenUemeo, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  the 
30th  ultimo,  wherein  you  have  done  me  the  favor  to  announce  the 
commission  and  full  power  with  which  you  have  been  clothed  by  the 
United  States  of  America  m  Congress  assembled,  m  order  to  propose 
and  to  form  beads  of  amity  and  conHnerce  with  die  SU|es  ^  Tus- 
cany. 

I  shall  este^tn  it  a  duty  to  eomnnmicate  this  informadon  to  my 
Court  conformably  to  your  desire,  not  doubting  that  it  will  be  equally 
agreeable  with  the  proposition  enclosed. 

I  have  the  hcmor  to  be,  fee,  PA VI, 

Ckargi  JP  Affaires  of  Tuscam/. 


nm  TUB  comosneRuui  to  ths  BABOif  8taei»  db  bolstbii?. 

FaM7,  near  Paris,  October  2j  1784. 
Sir, 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assemUed,  judgtog 
^at  it  might  be  necessary,  for  die  purpose  of  promoting  and  per- 
footing  the  commercial  intercourse  so  happily  begun  between  his 
Swedish  Majesty  and  them,  that  supplementary  treaties  be  formed, 
in  addition  to  the  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  already  entered  into 
between  the  two  nations,  on  the  third  day  of  June  last,  constituted 
the  subscribers  their  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  giving  them,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  full  power  for  the  said  States,  and  in  their  name 
to  confer,  treat,  and  negotiate  with  the  Ambassadors,  Minister,  or 
Commissioner  of  Us  said  Swedish  Majesty,  with  full  and  sufficient 
powers  of  and  concerning  such  supplementary  treaty  or  treaties,  tQ 
make  and  receive  propositions  for  such  treaty  or  treaties^  and  to 
conclude  and  sign  the  same,  transmitting  it  or  th«n  to  the  said 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  their  final  ratification* 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  mfoim  your  Excellency  that  we  have 
received  the  full  power  for  the  purposes  abovementioned^  and  are 
here  ready  to  enter  on  the  negotiation  whenever  a  full  and  sufficient 
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power  from  his  Swedish  Majesty  shall  appear,  and  to  request  your 
Excellency  to  lay  thb  information  before  his  Majesty,  that  such  order 
may  be  taken  as  to  hb  wisdom  shall  seem  <;onYenient. 

With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS, 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  BAION  8TAXL  DE   H0L8TEIN  TO  THS  COMMISSIONEBfl.  ' 

Translation. 

FBrii,  Oetober  5, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

I  had  the  honor  to  reply  in  the  first  instance  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  commission,  Mr*  Humphreys,  for  the  formation  of  treaties  by 
the  United  States  of  America,  on  receiving  the  letter  which  the 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write,  that  I 
would  not  fail  to  place  it  before  his  Majesty ;  but  I  was  desirous  of 
gaining  time  in  order  to  be  enabled  to  communicate  to  his  Majesty 
some  ideas  upon  the  amendments  which  are  to  be  proposed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  Supposing,  gentlemen,  that  you  entertain 
this  ofmiion,  I  will  not  delay  to  inform  you  that  a  Swedish  courier 
departs  hence  in  a  couple  ^  days,  by  whom  a  sure  opportunity  is 
ofiered  of  transmitting  papers  relative  to  this  affiur. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

E.  M.  STAEL  DE  HOLSTEIN. 


October  8, 1784. 

In  C(msequence  of  the  preceding  letter  the  subsequent  verbal 
infcnmation  was  remitted  to  bis  Excellency  the  Ambassadcnr  by  Mr. 
d'Asp,  Secretary  to  the  Swedish  Embassy,  viz : 

<<The  objects  of  the  supplementary  treaty  proposed  on  the  part 
<of  the  United  States  with  bis  Swedish  Majesty,  are,  in  substance, 

<  these: 

*^  1st.  To  bring  the  condition  of  the  subjects  and  citizens  of  each 

<  party  tradmg  in  the  dominions  of  the  other  more  nearly  to  that  of 
*  the  natives  than  it  b  at  present    The  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew 
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'  presents  itself  as  a  part  of  this  object  which  the  United  States  would 
'  wish  to  have  lai4  as  open  to  them,  as  they  will  lay  their  countries  to 
*  the  subjects  of  his  Sweidbh  Majesty. 

<<  2d.  To  provide  by  stipulations,  while  the  two  nations  are  in  terms 
<  of  friendship  with  each  other,  that  if  ever  a  war  should  unhappily 
'  fall  out  between  them,  it  shall  not  interrupt  commerce  or  agriculture, 
'  and  that  prisoners  of  war  shall  be  favorably  treated." 


FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  ARANDA  TO  THE  COMBOSSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  September  27, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

I  received  yours  of  the  22d,  the  day  before  yesterday,  by  the  hand 
of  Mr.  Humphreys,  Secretary  of  Legation.  I  am  there  informed  of 
the  wish  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  establish  with  the 
Catholic  King  a  correspondence  which  may  prove  convenient  to 
both  Powers,  founded  upon  the  principles  of  equality,  reciprocity, 
and  friendship,  and  which  will  be  mutually  advantageous  to  the  two 
nations.  That  for  this  purpose  the  United  States  have,  by  their  act 
of  the  12th  May,  authorized  your  Excellencies,  m  due  form,  as  their 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  to  confer,  to  treat,  and  to  conclude  with 
the  King,  my  master,  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  to  be  sent 
for  ratification  to  the  said  States. 

Certainly  such  dispositions  in  ^e  United  States,  and  such  prin- 
ciples of  equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship,  wiU  be  very  pleasing 
to  the  purity  of  his  Catholic  Majesty's  heart,  to  whom  I  will  transmit 
your  communication  as  I  received  it. 

With  the  same  end  in  view,  and  to  enable  his  Majesty  to  take  this 
step,  allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  inquire  if  either  or  any  of  you  will 
repair  to  Madrid  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  and  concluding  thi^ 
treaty?  This  request  your  Excellencies  will  not  consider  improper 
when  it  is  understood  that  the  customs  of  my  Court,  (the  most  regular 
and  systematic  of  all  others,)  in  matters  between  its  Crown  and  any 
other  Power,  is  to  negotiate  between  themselves,  without  availing 
themselves  of  a  third  place. 

It  b  difficult  in  adjusting  a  peace  between  more  than  two  Powers, 
or  between  many  parties  whose  interests  are  to  be  conciliated.    A 
Vol.  L— 33 
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pobt  of  reunion  b  then  indbpensable,  as  ha^^ened  at  the  last  peace ; 
on  which  subject  I  may  mention  to  your  Excellencies  that  the  prin- 
cipal pobts  being  agreed  to,  the  bcidental  ones  of  commerce,  limits, 
and  other  afiairs  between  Spain  and  England,  were  not  embraced  m 
my  power  of  treaUng  at  Paris,  but  were  to  be  discussed  at  one  of 
the  two  Courts,  or  at  both,  in  conformity  with  the  general  rule,  which 
has  ordinarily  no  exception,  save  in  cases  where  a  continuance  is 
required  in  a  third  place-— it  bemg  the  place  of  beginning. 

This  being  the  first  treaty  between  us,  and  there  being  but  two 
parties,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  at  the  time  to  make  these  observa- 
tions to  your  Excellencies  with  a  view  at  once  to  mform  the  King 
my  master,  to  prevent  delay,  by  giving  him  timely  information  in  the 
beginning. 

As  soon  as  your  Excellencies  shall  have  acquainted  me  with  your 
intentions  upon  this  point,  I  will  expedite  the  matter ;  being  always 
desirous  that  firiendship  and  a  good  understanding  may  be  the  satis^ 
factory  result  to  the  two  States. 

On  this  occasion  I  offer  to  your  Excellencies  my  personal  dearer 
to  serve  you.    May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

I  am,  fee,  EL  CONDE  DE  ARANDA. 


FROM  THE    COMMISSIONERS   TO  THE    COUNT   DE    ARANBA. 

Pawy,  October  98,  J784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  to  write  us  on 
the  27  th  day  of  September  last,  and  we  thank  you  for  your  care  in 
transmitting  to  your  Court  the  information  of  our  appointment  to 
treat  with  it. 

You  desired  to  be  mformed  if  one  or  more  of  us  can  repair  to 
Madrid,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  and  concluding  the  negotiation ; 
because  that  is  the  system  of  your  Court  in  matters  between  its 
Crown  and  another  Power,  to  treat  in  one  of  the  two  Govern- 
ments. 

In  answer  to  this  inquiry,  we  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  have  thoii^ht  fit  to  propose 
treaties  with  most  of  the  maritime  Powers  of  EUirope,  and  for  the 
accommodation  of  those  Powers  have  been  willing  that  their  Ministers 
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should  attend  on  this  side  the  Atlantic.  We  have  already  comma^ 
nicated  to  many  Coarts,  through  their  Ministers  at  thid,  our  residence 
here,  in  order  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  such  as  shall  judg6< 
convenient  to  transmit  foil  powers  to  treat  with  us.  So  that,  how*^ 
ever  desirous  we  might  be  of  showing  our  respect  to  the  Court  of 
Madrid  by  repairing  thither,  it  will  be  difficult  for  us  to  leave  this 
place  until  we  shaD  have  finished  the  business  already  begun,  which 
may  take  up  much  time.  We  therefore  hope  that,  considermg  the 
peculiarity  of  the  circumstances,  the  Court  of  Madrid  may  find  it 
convenient  to  make  this  case  an  exception  to  theur  general  rule. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THE  COMMISSIONERS   TO  THE   DUKE   OF   DORSET. 

Passy,  near  Paris,  October  38, 1784. 
My  Lord  Duke, 

The  United  States  of  America  m  Congress  assembled,  judging 
that  an  mtercourse  between  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majestj 
and  the  citizens  of  the  said  States,  foimded  on  the  principles  of 
equality,  reciprocity,  and  friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to 
both  nations,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  last  issued  their  commission, 
under  the  seal  of  the  said  States,  to  the  subscribers,  as  their  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary,  giving  them,  or  the  majority  of  them,  fall  power  and 
authority  for  them,  the  said  States,  and  in  their  name  to  confer,  treat, 
and  negotiate  with  the  Ambassador,  Minbter,  or' Commissioner  of  his 
said  Britannic  Majesty,  vested  with  fall  powers  of  and  concerning  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  to  make  and  receive  propositions  for 
such  treaty,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  the  same,  transmitting  it  to 
the  said  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled,  for  their  final  ratifi*^ 
cation. 

Of  the  receipt  of  these  powers,  and  of  our  being  ready  to  enter 
on  the  eKecution  of  them,  we  gave  information  to  Mr.  Hartley,  who 
had  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  to  treat  on 
the  same  subjects  with  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States ;  and  we 
received  through  him  assurances  from  his  Court  "  of  their  ready  and 
*  fiiendly  disposition  to  receive  propositions  from  the  United  States 
<  for  the  forming  such  regulations  as  might  tend  to  the  mutual  and 
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<  reciprocal  advantage  of  both  countries."  The  subsequent  return  of 
this  M inbter  to  London  renders  it  proper  for  us  to  repeat  to  your 
Excellency  the  communications,  to  express  to  you  the  satisfaction 
with  which  we  have  received  assurances  of  the  friendly  disposition  of 
the  Court  of  London,  and  to  inform  you  that  we  shall  be  ready  to 
make  proposals  on  our  part  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  pleased  to  advise 
us  of  the  person  to  whom  they  would  choose  to  have  them  addressed. 
With  great  respect,  kc, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


VKOM  THE   COMMISSIONERS   TO  THE   DUKE    OF   DORSET. 

Passy,  October  38»  1784. 
My  Lord  Duke, 

While  Mr.  Hartley  was  here  as  Minister  from  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  we  had  the  honor  of  mentioning  to  him  that  we  were 
instructed  by  the  Congress  to  treat  on  some  pomts  distmct  from  any 
regulations  of  commerce.  He  communicated  this  to  his  Court,  and 
the  very  satbfactory  answer  which  he  received,  and  made  to  us  of 
its  good  disposition  and  willingness  to  receive  and  consider  any 
propositbns  that  might  tend  to  promote  and  secure  a  good  under- 
standing between  the  two  countries,  confirm  us  in  the  opinion  that 
those  we  have  to  make  will  be  readily  taken  mto  consideraUon.  For 
that  purpose  we  now  communicate  them  to  your  Excellency,  as 
follows : 

In  the  preliminaries  of  peace  between  England  and  France, 
signed  on  the  20th  of  January,  1783,  and  acceded  to  the  same  day 
by  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States,  the  clause  relative  to  captures 
is  in  these  words,  viz :  ^^Les  vaisseaux  et  iffets  qui  pourroient  etre 
^pris  dam  La  Manche  et  dans  les  men  du  Nord  apree  Tespace  de 

<  dauze  jours  a  compter  depuis  la  ratification  des  presens  articles 
^preliminairesj  seront  de  part  et  d'autre  restitu6s.    Le  terme  sera 

<  d'un  mois  depuis  La  Manche  et  les  mers  du  Nord  jusqu^  aux  Isles 
*  Canaries  inclusivement,  soit  dans  V  Ocean^  soit  dans  le  Mediterranee^ 
'  de  deux  mois  depuis  les  dites  Lies  Canaries  jusqu'  a  la  Ugne  equi- 
^noctiale  ou  FEquaieur;  et  enjin  de  cinq  mois  dans  tons  les  autres 
^  endroits  du  monde,  sans  auame  exception  ni  autre  description  plus 
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V 

*p6rticuKere  de  terns  et  de  lieuxJ**  On  this  article  some  doubts  have 
arisen,  and  the  final  decision  of  sundry  captures  and  questions  of 
insurance  have  been  suspended  till  those  doubts  should  be  obviated. 
This  may  be  done,  we  think,  by  agreeing  to  msert  the  words 
^^JMsqv!  a  la  latitude  de$  Lies  Canaries^^^  instead  of  ^^jusqu*  aux 
Lies  Canaries ;"  and  also  the  words,  ^'  depuis  la  latitude  des  dites 
Lies  Canaries/^  instead  of  "  depuis  les  dites  Lies  CanarieSf*^  it  bemg 
apparent  from  the  mention  of  the  Mediterranean  as  in  the  same  stage 
with  the  Canaries,  and  of  the  equinoctial  line  as  the  next  stage,  that 
the  line  of  latitude  of  the  Canaries  was  intended. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  definitive  treaty  declares  it  to  be  agreed 
that  the  creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet  with  no  legal  impediment 
to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  in  sterling  money  of  all  bona  fide 
debts  heretofore  contracted. 

It  is  undoubtedly  just  that  law  should  rather  aid  than  impede  the 
execution  of  bona  fide  contracts ;  but  there  are  some  unusual  circum- 
stances attending  the  English  debts  in  America,  contracted  prior  to 
the  war,  that  seems  to  merit  consideration ;  and  to  shew  the  reason- 
ableness and  utility  of  explaining  and  modifying  that  article  by  some 
provisions  which  we  have  to  propose  that  may  make  the  collection  of 
such  debts  more  practicable,  and  more  advantageous  to  the  creditors, 
as  well  as  debtors,  than  the  methods  that  are  otherwise  likely  to  be 
pursued. 

We  have  further  to  propose  that  provision  should  be  speedily  made 
for  the  satisfaction  of  the  masters,  whose  negroes  were  carried  away 
with  other  property,  contrary  to  the  express  stipulations  of  the  7th 
article  of  the  treaty ;  and  further,  we  propose  that  measures  be  taken 
for  liquidating  the  charges  of  prisoners  of  war  on  both  sides,  in  order 
to  the  payment  of  the  balances. 

We  apprehend  that  a  fair,  equitable,  and  friendly  discussion  and 
adjustment  of  these  matters  may  contribute  much  to  a  future  good 
understanding  and  amity  between  the  two  countries.  With  that 
view  we  have  stated  them,  and  shall  hold  ourselves  ready  to  meet 
and  confer  thereon  with  any  Minister  authorized  by  your  Court  for 
the  purpose. 

With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
BENJAMIN  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  D.    HUMPHBXTS  TO  THK   COMHISSIONEBS. 

Paris,  October  30, 1784. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Commission,  by  appointment,  waited  on  the 
Duke  of  Dorset,  and  delivered  to  him  two  letters  from  the  American 
Minbters,  dated  the  28th  instant ;  whereupon,  the  Britbh  Ambassador 
desired  Mr.  Humphreys  to  inform  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States, 
^^  That  bemg  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  negotiations  proposed 
'  through  Mr.  Hartley  to  the  Court  of  London,  he  could  say  nothing 

<  on  that  subject,  except  that  he  would  write  concen^ng  it  to  his 

<  Court*     With   respect   to    the    explanations    and    arrangements 

<  suggested  in  the  other  letter,  (which  he  would  also  transmit,)  he 

<  did  qot  doubt  that  whatever  was  equitable  would  be  done ;  in  the 

<  meantime  he  wished  the  American  Plenipotentiaries  to  be  informed 

<  that  he  would  make  them  acquainted  with  the  result  so  soon  as  he 
*  should  receive  the  necessary  instructions."  The  fc^egoing  b  the 
purport  of  the  verbal  answer  of  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  according  to  the 
best  of  my  reoollectioii. 

D.  HUMPHREYS. 


FROM  BARON  DE   THULEBIEIER  TO  THE   COMBOSSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hag;ae,  October  8, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  lost  no  time  in  communicating  to  the  King,  my  Master,  the 
wishes  of  the  United  States  of  America,  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce  and  friendship,  which  you  have  made  known  to 
me  in  the  letter  you  have  honored  me  with,  bearing  date  September 
9.  His  Majesty  having  thought  proper  to  fiimbh  me  with  the  iiill 
power  requisite,  to  give  the  desired  stability  to  the  said  treaty,  I 
hasten  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  thb  instrummt. 

I  shall  ever  remember,  wiUi  the  greatest  satisfacticm,  the  part  I 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  bear  m  the  formation  of  those  bonds, 
which  are  to  connect  the  Prussian  nation  with  the  United  States  of 
America. 

It  appears  to  be  needless  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  treaty  of 
commerce  in  questbn,  which  has  been  the  object  of  the  united  labors 
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of  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  as  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Adams  has 
kept  the  draft  which  I  have  seen  b  hb  hands.  I  shall  make  it  my 
duty  to  hasten  the  conclusion  of  this  negotiation,  and  I  flatter  myself, 
gentlemen,  that  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  communicati^  your 
ideas  to  me  on  the  manner  in  which  you  desire  to  proceeds 

The  King  will  be  pleased  to  know  what  city  has  been  seleeted  by 
the  United  States  for  the  exchange  of  commerce  between  the 
merchants  of  the  two  nations.  Stettin  and  Embden,  both  Prussian 
sea-ports,  or  S€Hne  pcurt  of  France  or  Holland,  would  answer  the 
object. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion, Sec, 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


Fun  power  to  conclude  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  and  Friendthip 
between  Prussia  and  the  United  States,  conferred  by  the  King  of 
Prussia  upon  M.  de  Thulemeier. 

We,  Frederick,  by  the  Grace  of  God,  King  of  Prussia,  Margrave 
of  Brandenberg,  Arch  Chancellor  and  Electoral  Prince  of  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire,  Sovereign  Duke  of  Silesia,  Sovereign  Prince  of 
Orange,  Neuf-Chatel,  Vallengin  and  Glatz,  Duke  of  Guelders, 
Magdeburg,  Cleves,  Juliers,  Berg-Stettin,  Pomerania,  and  of  the 
Cassubians  and  Vandals,  Duke  of  Mecklenburg  and  Crosne,  Bur- 
grave  of  Nuremburg,  Prince  of  Halberstadt,  Mmden,  Camin, 
Yandalia,  Schwerin,  Ralzeburg,  East  Friesland  and  Meurs,  Count 
of  HohenzoUem,  Ruppin,  the  Mark  of  Ravensperg,  Hohenstein, 
Tecklenburg,  Schwerin,  Lingen,  Buren,  and  Lierdam,  Lord  of 
Ravenstein,  Rostock,*  Stargard,  Lauenburg,  Butau,  Artag,  and 
Breda,  be,  &c.,  make  known  to  all  whom  it  may  concern : 

That  it  being  our  intention  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  friendship  and 
commerce  with  the  United  States  of  North  America,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  countries,  we  have  charged  and 
authorized  M.  de  Thulemeier,  our  Privy  Counsellor  and  Envoy 
Extraordinary  near  the  Republic  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netheriands,  and  do,  by  these  presents,  confer  on  him  full  power  to 
negotiate  and  treat  for  that  pmrpose,  with  such  person  or  persons  as 
may  be  furnished  with  a  like  full  power  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America ;  and  to  conclude  and  sign,  in  our  name, 
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the  treaty  of  fnendship  and  oomraerce  on  which  they  may  agree, 
and  which  we  shall  not  fail  to  ratify  and  to  fulfil  religiously  in  all 
points. 

In  virtue  whereof  we  have  signed  this  full  power  with  our  hand, 
and  affixed  thereto  our  royal  seal. 

Given  at  Berlin,  this  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-four. 

FREDERICK. 
Finckemteinf  Hertsberg. 

In  consequence  of  these  communications,  the  following  draft  of  a 
Treaty  was  enclosed  to  the  Baron  de  Tbulemeier,  in  a  letter  which 
succeeds  the  said  project : 

Counter  Project  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between 
hii  Majeity  the  King  of  Prusiia  and  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  parties  being  willing  to  fix,  in  a  permanent  and  equitable 
manner,  the  rules  to  be  observed  in  the  commerce  they  desire  to 
establish  between  their  respective  countries,  have  judged  that  the 
said  end  cannot  be  better  obtained  than  by  taking  the  most  perfect 
equality  and  reciprocity  for  the  basis  of  their  agreement.  On  these 
principles,  after  mature  deliberation,  they  have  agreed  to  the  follow- 
ing articles : 

Article  I.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  mviolable,  and  universal  peace, 
and  sincere  firiendship  between  his  Majesty  the  Kmg  of  Prussia,  his 
heirs,  successors,  and  subjects,  on  the  one  part,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  citizens  on  the  other,  without  exception 
of  persons  or  places. 

Article  II.  The  subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia 
may  frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manu- 
factures, and  merchandize,  and  shall  pay  within  the  said  United 
States  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges,  or  fees  whatsoever,  than 
the  most  favored  nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they 
shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  in  navigation 
and  commerce  which  the  most  favored  nation  does  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  III.  In  like  manner  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  may  Sequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  his  Majesty  the 
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King  of  Prussia  and  reside  and  trade,  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce, 
manufactures,  and  merchandize,  and  shall  pay,  in  the  dominions  of 
his  said  Majesty,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges,  or  fees  whatso- 
ever, than  the  most  favored  nation  is  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and 
they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  in  navi- 
gation and  commerce  which  the  most  favored  nation  does  or  shall 
enjoy. 

Article  IV.  More  especially  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to 
carry  their  own  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize,  in  their 
own  vessels,  to  any  parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  other,  where  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  all  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  that  other  fineely  to 
purchase  them,  and  thence  to  take  the  produce,  manufactures,  and 
merchandize  of  the  other,  which  all  the  said  citizens  or  subjects  shall 
in  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  to  thepi,  paying,  in  both  cases,  such 
duties,  charges,  and  fees  only  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  most 
favored  nation. 

Article  V.  All  merchants,  ccunmanders  of  vessels,  and  other 
subjects  and  citizens  of  each  party,  shall  have  free  liberty  m  all 
places  within  the  dominion  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  to  manage 
their  own  busmess  themselves,  or  to  employ  whomsoever  they  please 
to  manage  the  whole  or  any  part  thereof  for  them,  and  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  make  use  of  any  interpreter,  broker,  or  other  person 
whatsoever,  nor  to  pay  them  any  salary  or  fees,  unless  they  choose 
to  make  use  of  them.  Moreover,  they  shall  not  be  obliged,  in 
loading  or  unloading  their  vessels,  to  make  use  of  those  worionen 
who  may  be  appomted  by  public  authority  for  that  purpose,  but  it 
shall  be  entirely  free  for  them  to  load  or  unload  them  by  themselves, 
or  to  make  use  of  such  persons  in  loadmg  or  unloading  them  as  they 
shall  think  fit,  without  paying  any  fees  or  salary  to  any  other 
whomsoever;  neither  shall  they  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of 
merchandize  into  any  vessels,  or  to  receive  them  into  their  own,  or 
to  wait  for  their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please. 

Article  VI.  That  the  vessels  of  eithe^  party  loading  within  the 
ports  and  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  may  not  be  uselessly  harassed  or 
detained,  it  is  agreed  that  all  examinations  of  goods  required  by  the 
laws  shall  be  made  before  they  are  laden  on  board  the  vessels,  and 
that  there  shall  be  no  examination  after,  nor  shall  the  vessel  be 
searched  at  any  time,  unless  articles  shall  have  been  laden  therem 
clandestinely  and  illegally,  in  which  case  the  person  by  whose  order 
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they  were  carried  on  board,  or  who  carried  them  without  order,  shall 
be  liable  to  the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  he  is ;  but  no  other  person 
shall  be  molested,  nor  shall  ady  other  goods,  nor  the  vessel,  be  seized 
or  detained  for  that  cause. 

Article  VII.  Each  party  shall  endeavor,  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels  and  other  e&cts 
belonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  which  shall  be 
within  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  by  sea  or  by  land,  and  shall 
use  all  their  effints  to  recover  and  cause  to  be  restored  to  the  ri^ 
owners  their  vessels  and  effects  which  shall  be  taken  from  them 
within  the  extent  of  their  said  jurisdiction. 

Article  VIU.  The  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either 
party  coming  on  any  coast  belonging  to  the  oth^,  but  not  willing  to 
enter  mto  port,  or  being  entered  into  port  and  not  willing  to  unload 
their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  have  liberty  to  depart  and  pursue 
their  voyage  without  molestation,  and  without  being  obliged  to  pay 
any  duties,  charges,  or  fees  whatsoever,  or  to  render  any  account  of 
their  cargo. 

Article  IX.  When  any  vessel  of  eith^  party  shall  be  wrecked, 
foundered,  or  otherwise  damaged,  on  the  coast  or  within  the  dominion 
of  the  other,  their  respective  subjects  or  citizens  shall  receive,  as 
well  for  themselves  as  for  their  vessels  and  effects,  the  same  a^ist* 
ance  which  would  be  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  where 
the  damage  happens,  and  shall  pay  the  same  charges  and  dues  only 
as  the  said  inhabitants  would  be  subject  to  pay  in  a  like  case,  and  if 
the  operations  of  repair  shall  require  that  the  whole  or  any  part  of 
the  cargo  shall  be  unloaded,  they  shall  pay  no  duties,  charges,  or 
fees  on  the  part  which  they  shall  relade  and  carry  away. 

Article  X.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  party  shall  have 
power  to  dispose  of  their  personal  goods  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  other,  by  testament,  donation,  or  otheiwise ;  and  their  represent- 
atives, being  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  other  party,  shall  succeed  to 
their  said  personal  goods,^whether  by  testament  or  ab  intestaiOy  and 
may  take  possession  thereof  either  by  themselves  or  by  others  actmg 
for  them,  and  dispose  of  the  same  at  their  will,  paying  such  dues 
only  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  wherein  the  ^aid  goods  are 
shall  be  subject  to  pay  in  like  cases ;  and  m  case  of  the  absence  of 
the  representative,  such  care  shall  be  taken  of  the  said  goods,  and 
for  so  long  a  time,  as  would  be  taken  of  the  goods  of  a  native  in  like 
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case,  until  the  lawful  owner  may  take  measures  for  receiving  them. 
And  if  a  question  shall  arise  among  several  claimants,  to  which  of 
diem  the  said  goods  belong,  the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by  the 
laws  and  judges  of  the  land  wherein  the  said  goods  are,  and  where, 
on  the  death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate  withm  the  territories 
of  the  one  party,  such  real  estate  would,  by  the  laws  of  the  said 
land,  descend  on  a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  other,  were  he  not  dis- 
qualified by  alienage,  such  subject  shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable 
time  to  sell  the  same  and  to  withdraw  the  proceeds,  without  moles- 
tation. 

Abticlx  XI.  The  most  perfect  freedom  of  conscience  and  d* 
worship  is  granted  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  party  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  without  bemg  liable  to  molestation  in 
that  respect  ibr  any  cause  other  than  an  insult  on  the  religion  of 
others.  Moreover,  when  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  one  party 
shall  die  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  their  bodies  shall  be 
buried  in  the  usual  burying-grounds,  or  other  decent  and  suitable 
places,  and  shall  be  protected  fix>m  violence  or  disturbance. 

Abticlc  Xn.  If  one  of  the  contractmg  parties  should  be  engaged 
in  a  war  with  any  other  Power,  the  firee  mtercourse  and  commerce 
of  th^  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  party  remaming  neutral  with  the 
belligerent  Powers  shall  not  be  interrupted.  On  the  contrary,  m  that 
case,  as  in  full  peace,  the  vesseb  of  the  neutral  party  may  navigate 
fireely  to  and  fix>m  the  ports  and  on  the  coasts  of  the  belligerent 
parties,  bee  vessels  making  free  goods,  insomuch  that  all  things  shall 
be  adjudged  free  which  shall  be  on  board  any  vessel  belonging  to 
the  neutral  party,  although  such  things  belong  to  an  enemy  of  the 
other.  And  the  same  fireedom  shall  be  extended  to  persons  who 
shall  be  on  board  a  free  vessel,  although  they  should  be  enemies  to 
the  other  party,  unless  they  be  soldiers  in  actual  service  of  such 
enemy.  On  the  other  hand,  enemy  vessels  shall  make  enemy  goods, 
insomuch  that  whatever  shall  be  found  in  the  vessels  of  an  enemy 
shall  be  confiscated  without  distincdcHi,  except  such  goods  and  mer- 
chandize as  were  put  on  board  such  vessel  before  the  declaration  of 
war,  or  within  six  months  after  it,  which  shall  be  free. 

Abticlk  Xni.  And  in  the  same  case  of  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  being  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  Power,  to  prevent  all 
the  difficulties  and  misunderstandings  that  shall  arise  respecting  the 
meicbandize  heretofore  called  contraband,  such  as  arms,  ammunition, 
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and  military  stores  of  eyery  kind,  no  such  articles,  carried  in  the 
vessels  or  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  parties  to  the 
eneroi\3s  of  the  other,  shall  be  deemed  contraband,  so  as  to  induce 
confiscation  or  condenmation  and  a  loss  of  property  to  individuals. 
Nevertheless,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  stop  such  vessek  and  articles,  and 
to  detain  them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the  captors  may  think 
necessary  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  or  damage  that  might  ensue 
firom  their  proceeding ;  paying,  however,  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to  the  proprietors.  And  it 
shall  further  be  allowed  to  u^e,  in  the  service  of  the  captors,  die 
whole  or  any  part  of  the  military  stores  so  detamed,  pajring  the 
owners  the  full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  ascertained  by  the  current 
price  at  the  place  of  its  destination. 

Article  XIV.  And  in  the  same  case,  where  one  of  the  parties 
is  engaged  in  war  with  another  Power,  that  the  vessels  of  the  neutral 
Power  may  be  readily  and  certainly  known,  it  b  agreed  that  they 
shall  be  provided  with  sea-letters  or  passports,  which  shall  express 
the  name,  the  property,  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also  the  name 
and  dwelling  of  the  master;  which  passports  shall  be  made  out  in 
good  and  due  forms,  (to  be  settled  by  conventions  between  the 
parties,)  whenever  occasion  shall  require,  shall  be  renewed  as  often 
as  the  vessel  shall  return  into  port,  and  shall  be  e^bited  whenever 
required,  as  well  in  the  open  sea  as  in  port;  but  if  the  sud  vessel 
be  under  convoy  of  one  or  more  vessek  of  war  belonging  to  the 
neutral  party,  the  simple  declaration  of  the  officer  commanding  the 
convoy  that  the  said  vessel  belongs  to  the  party  of  which  he  is, 
shall  be  considered  as  establishing  the  fact,  and  shall  relieve  both 
parties  from  the  trouble  of  further  examination. 

Article  XV.  And  to  prevent  all  disorder  and  vblence  in  such 
cases,  it  is  stipulated  that  when  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party, 
sailing  without  convoy,  shall  be  met  by  any  vessel  of  war,  public  or 
private,  of  the  other  party,  such  vessel  of  war  shall  not  approach 
within  cannon-shot  of  the  said  neutral  vessel,  nor  send  more  than 
two  or  three  men  in  their  boat  on  board  the  same,  to  examine  her 
sea-letters  or  passports ;  and  all  persons  belonging  to  any  vessel  of 
war,  public  or  private,  who  shall  molest  or  injure,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  the  people,  vessel,  or  effects  of  the  other  party,  shall  be 
responsible  in  their  persons  and  property  for  damages  and  interest ; 
sufficient  security  for  which  shall  be  given  by  all  commanders  of 
private-armed  vessels  before  they  are  commissioned. 
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Article  XVL  It  is  agreed  that  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  each 
of  the  contracting  parties,  their  vessels  and  effects,  shall  not  be  liable 
to  any  embargo  or  detention  on  the  part  of  the  other  for  any  military 
expedition  or  other  public  or  private  purpose  whatsoever ;  and  in  all 
cases  of  seizure,  detention,  or  arrest,  for  debts  contracted  or  offences 
committed  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of  the  one  party  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the  same  shall  be  made  and  pipsecuted  by 
order  and  authority  of  the  law  only,  and  according  to  the  regular 
course  of  proceedings  usual  in  such  cases. 

Abticle  XVII.  If  any  vessel  or  effects  of  the  neutral  Power  be 
taken  by  an  enemy  of  the  other,  or  by  a  pirate,  and  retaken  by  the 
other,  they  shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  one  of  the  parties, 
and  delivered  into  the  custody  of  the  oiBcers  of  that  port,  in  order 
to  be  restored  entire  to  the  true  proprietor  as  soon  as  due  proof  shall 
be  made  concemmg  the  property  thereof. 

Article  XVIDL  If  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  party,  in 
danger  from  tempests,  pirates,  or  other  accidents,  shall  take  refuge 
with  their  vessels  or  effects  within  the  harbors  or  jurisdiction  of  the 
other,  they  shall  be  received,  protected,  and  treated  with  humanity 
and  kindness,  and  shall  be  permitted  to  furnish  themselves  at  reason- 
able prices  with  all  refreshments,  provisions,  and  other  things 
necessary  for  their  subsistence,  health,  and  accommodation,  and  for 
the  repair  of  their  vessels. 

Article  XIX.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private,  of  both 
parties,  shall  carry  freely,  wheresoever  they  please,  the  vessels  and 
effects  taken  from  their  enemies,  without  bemg  obliged  to  pay  any 
duties,  charges,  or  fees,  to  officers  of  admiralty,  of  the  customs,  or 
any  others ;  nor  shall  such  prizes  be  arrested,  searched,  or  put  under 
legal  process,  when  they  come  to  and  enter  the  ports  of  the  other 
party,  but  may  be  freely  carried  out  again  at  any  time  by  their 
captors  to  the  places  expressed  in  their  commissions,  which  the 
commanding  officer  of  such  vessels  shall  be  obliged  to  shew ;  but  no 
vessel  which  shall  have  made  prizes  on  the  subjects  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  shall  have  a  right  of  asylum 
in  the  ports  or  havens  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  any  such  be 
forced  therein  by  tempest  or  dangers  of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  obliged 
to  depart  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties 
existing  between  his  said  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  said  United 
States. 

Article  XX.  No  citizen  or  subject  of  either  of  the  contracting 
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parties  shall  take  from  any  Power  with  which  the  other  may  be  at 
war,  any  commission  or  letter  of  marqae  for  arming  any  vessel  to 
act  as  a  privateer  against  the  other,  on  pain  of  being  punished  as  a 
pirate.  Nor  shall  either  party  here  lend  or  give  any  part  of  their 
naval  or  military  force  to  the  enemy  of  the  other,  to  aid  them  otkm^ 
sively  or  defensively  against  that  other. 

Article  XXI.  If  die  two  contractmg  pardes  should  be  engaged 
in  war  against  a  common  enemy,  the  following  points  shall  be 
observed  between  them :  1st.  If  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  pardes, 
retaken  by  a  privateer  of  the  other,  shall  not  have  been  in  possession 
of  the  enemy  more  than  twenty-foiu*  hours,  she  shall  be  restored  to 
the  first  owner  for  one  third  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo ; 
but  if  she  shall  have  been  more  than  twenty-four  hours  in  possession 
of  the  enemy,  she  shall  belong  wholly  to  the  recaptors.  $2d.  If  in 
the  same  case  the  recapture  were  by  a  public  vessel  of  war  of  the 
one  party,  resdtution  shall  be  made  to  the  owner  for  one  thirtieth 
part  of  the  value  of  the  vessel  and  cargo,  if  she  shall  not  have 
been  in  possession  of  the  enemy  more  than  twenty-four  hours ;  and 
one  tenth  of  the  said  value  where  she  shall  have  been  longer,  which 
sums  ^hall  be  distributed  in  gratuities  to  the  recaptors.  3d.  The 
resdtution  in  die  cases  aforesaid  shall  be  after  due  proof  of  pioperty 
and  surety  given  for  the  part  to  which  the  recaptors  are  entitled. 
4th.  The  vess^  of  war,  public  or  private,  of  the  two  parties,  shall 
be  reciprocally  admitted,  with  thehr  prizes,  into  the  respective  ports 
of  each ;  but\he  said  prizes  shall  not  be  discharged  or  sold  there 
until  their  legality  shall  have  been  decided  according  to  the  laws 
and  regulations  of  the  State  to  which  the  captors  belong.  5th.  It 
shall  be  free  to  each  party  to  make  such  regulations  as  they  judge 
necessary  for  the  conduct  of  their  respective  vessels  of  war,  puUic 
and  private,  relative  to  the  vessels  which  diey  shall  take  and  carry 
into  the  ports  of  the  two  parties. 

Article  XXII.  Where  the  parties  shall  have  a  common  enemy, 
or  shall  both  be  neutral,  the  vessels  of  war  of  each  shall,  upon  aA 
occasions,  take  under  their  protection  the  vessels  of  the  other  going 
the  same  course,  and  shall  defend  such  vessels  as  long  as  they  hold 
die  same  course,  against  all  force  and  violence,  in  the  same  manner 
as  they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  vessek  belonging  to  the  party  of 
which  they  are. 

Article  XXTTT.  If  war  should  arise  between  the  two  contracting 
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parties,  the  merchants  of  either  caantry  then  residing  m  the  other 
shatl  be  allowed  to  remain  nine  months  to  collect  their  debts  and 
settle  their  affairs,  and  may  depart  freely,  carrying  all  of  their  effects 
whhout  molestation  or  hindrance;  and  all  women  and  children, 
scholars  of  every  faculty,  cultivators  of  the  earth,  artizans,  manufac* 
turers,  and  fishermen,  unarmed  and  mhabiting  unfortified  towns, 
villages,  or  places,  whose  occupations  are  for  the  common  subsistence 
and  benefit  of  mankind,  shall  be  allowed  to  continue  their  respective 
employments,  and  shall  not  be  molested  in  their  persons,  nor  shall 
their  houses  at  goods  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed,  nor  their  fields 
wasted  by  the  armed  force  of  the  enemy,  into  whose  power,  by  the 
events  of  war,  they  may  happen  to  fall ;  but  if  any  thing  is  necessary 
to  be  taken  from  them  for  die  use  of  such  aimed  force,  the  same 
shall  be  paid  for  at  a  reasonable  price ;  and  all  merchant  and  trading 
vessels  ^ployed  in  exchanging  the  products  of  diffident  places,  and 
thereby  rendering  the  necessaries,  conveniences,  and  comforts  of 
human  life  more  easy  to  be  obtained  and  mc»:e  general,  shall  be 
allowed  to  pass  free  and  unmolested ;  and  neither  of  the  contracting 
Powers  shall  grant  or  issue  any  commissbn  to  any  private  armed 
vessels  empowering  them  to  take  or  destroy  such  trading  vessels,  or 
interrupt  such  commerce. 

Article  XXIV.  And  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  prisoners  of 
war,  by  sending  them  into  distant  and  inclement  countries,  as  by 
crowding  them  into  close  and  noxious  places,  the  contracting  parties 
solemnly  pledge  themselves  to  each  other,  and  to  the  world,  that 
they  will  nJt  adopt  any  such  practice ;  that  neither  will  send  the 
prisoners  whom  they  may  take  firom  the  other  into  the  East  Indies, 
or  any  other  parts  of  Asia  or  Africa ;  but  that  they  shall  be  placed 
in  some  part  of  their  dominions  in  Europe  or  America,  in  wholesome 
situations ;  that  they  shall  not  be  confined  in  dungeons,  prison-ships^ 
or  prisons,  ribr  be  put  into  irons,  nor  bound,  nor  otherwise  restrained 
m  the  use  of  their  limbs ;  but  the  officers  shall  be  enlarged  on  their 
paroles,  within  convenient  districts,  and  have  comfortable  quarters ; 
and  the  common  men  be  disposed  in  cantonments,  open  and  exten- 
sive  enough  for  air  and  exercise,  and  lodged  in  barracks  as  roomy 
and  good  as  are  provided  by  the  party  in  whose  power  they  are,  for 
their  own  troops ;  that  the  officers  shall  also  be  daily  fiimished  by 
the  party  in  whose  power  they  are  with  as  many  rations,  and  of  the 
same  articles  and  quality,  as  are  allowed  by  them,  either  in  kind  or 
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by  commutation,  to  officers  of  equal  rank  m  their  own  army ;  and 
all  others  shall  be  daily  furnished  by  them  with  such  ration  as  they 
allow  to  a  common  soldier  in  their  own  service ;  the  value  whereof 
shall  be  paid  by  the  o^er  party  on  a  mutual  adjustment  of  accounts 
for  the  subsistence  of  prisoners  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  and  the  said 
accounts  shall  not  be  mingled  with,  or  set  off  against,  any  other,  nor 
the  balance  due  on  them  be  withheld  as  a  satisfaction  or  reprisal  few 
any  other  article  or  for  any  other  cause,  real  or  pretended,  whatever ; 
that  each  party  shall  be  allowed  to  keep  a  conmibsary  of  prisoners 
of  their  own  appointment,  with  every  separate  cantonment  of 
prisoners  m  possession  of  the  other,  which  commissary  shall  see  die 
prisoners  as  often  as  he  pleases,  shall  be  allowed  to  receive  and 
dbtribute  whatever  necessaries  may  be  sent  to  diem  by  their  friends, 
and  shall  be  free  to  make  his  reports  in  open  letters  to  those  who 
employ  him ;  but  if  any  officer  shall  break  his  parole,  or  any  other 
prisoner  shall  escape  fit)m  the  limits  of  his  cantonment,  after  they  shall 
have  been  designated  to  him,  such  individual,  officers,  or  other  prisoners 
shall  forfeit  so  much  of  the  benefit  of  thb  article  as  provides  for  his 
enlargement  on  parole  or  cantonment.  And  it  is  declared  that 
neither  the  pretence  that  war  dissolves  all  treaties,  nor  any  other 
whatever,  shall  be  considered  as  annulling  or  susp^ding  this  and 
the  next  preceding  article,  but  on  the  contrary  that  the  state  of  war 
'is  precbely  that  for  which  they  are  provided,  and  during  which 
they  are  to  be  as  sacredly  observed  as  the  most  acknowledged 
articles  in  the  law  of  nature  and  nations. 

Article  XXV.  The  two  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other 
the  liberty  of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other.  Consuls,  Vice 
Consuls,  agents,  and  commissaries  of  their  own  appointment,  whose 
functions  shall  be  regulated  by  particular  agreement  whenever  either 
party  shall  choose  to  make  such  appointment. 

Article  XXVI.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grants  to  any  other 
nation  any  particular  favor  in  navigation  or  commerpe,  it  shall  imme- 
diately become  common  to  the  other  party,  freely  where  it  is  fi-eely 
granted  to  such  other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  compensation  where 
such  nation  does  the  same. 

Article  XXVU.  Hb  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the 
United  States  of  America  agree  that  thb  treaty  shall  be  in  force 

during  the  term  of years  from  the  exchange  of  ratifications; 

and  if  the  expiration  of  that  term  should  happen  during  the  course 
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of  a  war  between  them,  then  the  articles  before  provided  for  the 
regulation  of  their  conduct  during  such  a  war,  shall  contmue  m  force 
until  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  which  shall  reestablish  peace,  and 
that  this  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the  ratifications 
exchanged  within  one  year  fix>m  the  date  of  its  signature. 


BEPORT  op  JOHN  JAY  ON  A  PLAN  OP  A  TREATY  OP  AMITY  AND 

COMMERCE. 

Office  for  For^ga  Affairs,  Maj  17, 1785. 
The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 

Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  draft  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and 

Commerce,  transmitted  by  the  American  Ministers,  reports : 

That,  in  his  opmion,  a  system  for  regulatmg  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  should  be  formed  and  adopted  before  they  enter  into  fiirther 
treaties  of  commerce;  it  appearing  to  him  more  wise  that  such 
treaties  should  be  accommodated  to  their  system,  than  that  their 
system  should  be  accommodated  to  such  treaties. 

That  in  forming  this  system  many  important  questions  will  arise, 
such  as  whether  American  exports  shall  be  wholly,  or  how  far 
confined  to  American  bottoms ;  whether  any  and  what  distinction 
shall  be  made  in  that  respect  between  the  vessels  of  one  foreign 
nation  and  another ;  whether  American  exports,  to  whatever  nation 
bound,  shall  be  charged  with  any  or  the  same,  or  what  different 
duties;  whether  all  foreign  merchandizes,  by  whatever  nation 
imported,  shall  be  charged  with  the  same  imposts ;  whether  any,  and 
which  species  or  denomination  of  foreign  productions  or  manu&c- 
tures  shall  be  prohibited.  These  and  other  questions  of  the  like 
nature  will  probably  arise,  and  these  treaties  will  anticipate,  if  not 
embarrass  the  dbcussion  and  decision  of  some  of  them. 

As  to  the  draft  of  a  treaty  referred  to  him,  he  thinks  the  policy  (^ 
some  of  these  articles  in  it  questionable. 

I.  It  appears  to  him  inexpedient  to  make  the  conduct  of  the 
parties  towards  the  most  favored  nations  the  rule  of  their  conduct 
towards  each  other: 

(I.)  Because,  as  other  nations  have  regulated  their  trade  and  we 
not,  their  systems  cannot  be  deranged  by  it,  but  it  may  much  perplex 
the  formation  of  ours. 
Vol.  I 34 
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(2.)  Because  the  interchange  of  favors  between  us  and  a  nation 
merely  European^  will  probably  be  regulated  by  principles  and 
considerations  distinct  in  a  certain  degree  from  those  which  should 
regulate  such  an  interchange  between  us  and  nations  partly  European 
and  partly  American. 

(3.)  Because  it  may  give  occasion  to  difficulties  and  disputes  not 
easily  to  be  settled. 

(4.)  Because  the  inducement  to  those  favors  may  arise  from 
advantages  not  in  the  power  of  the  other  to  afford  in  Jcindy  and  the 
twenty-sixth  article  does  not  provide  for  an  equivalent  consideration, 
where  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  party  to  grant  a  similar  one. 
Besides,  considerations  may  be  exactly  similar  m  kind,  and  yet  very 
different  in  vabtSy  and  the  article  in  question  does  not  seem  to  attend 
to  that  circumstance. 

(5.)  Because  we  may  have  reasons  for  freely  granting  to  one 
nation  what  we  may  have  no  reason  to  grant  to  another. 

(6.)  Because  as  our  trade  is  at  present  free  to  all,  we  have  few 
favors  to  grant  to  any;  whereas,  their  trade  being  charged  with 
various  duties  and  restrictions,  they  need  only  relax  to  have  favors 
to  grant. 

He  thinks  it  would  be  better,  therefore,  to  let  each  party  stand 
alone,  without  reference  to  or  connection  with  any  other. 

11.  Your  Secretary  doubts  the  expediency  of  agreeing  absolutely 
that  any  foreign  nation  shall  be  at  liberty  to  bring  and  vend  in  the 
United  States  all  or. any  of  their  productions  and  manufactures 
without  exception.  Because  it  may  be  necessary,  either  for  the 
purpose  of  checking  the  progress  of  luxury,  or  for  the  purpose  o[ 
promoting  our  own  manuiactures,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of 
certain  merchandizes. 

He  thinks  it  a  mistake  that  high  duties  can  answer  the  purpose  of 
a  prohibition ;  because,  if  the  obnoxious  articles  are  pennitted  to  be 
entered  at  all,  it  will  be  impossible  always  to  decide  whether  their 
importation  was  regular  or  clandettine. 

These  objections  cannot  have  equal  force  with  other  nations  in 
their  connections  with  us,  because  we  have  little  or  nothmg  to  carry 
to  them,  which  could  either  injure  their  manufactories  or  increase 
their  luxury. 

HI.  Your  Secretary  has  doubts  respecting  the  sixteenth  article, 
which  suspends  laying  embargoes. 
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To  an  European  nation  at  war  with  an  European  nation,  embar- 
goes are  of  little  consequence,  because  surrounding  nations  can  and 
will  supply  to  each  party  whatever  they  may  want.  But  an 
European  nation  at  war  with  us,  can,  by  means  of  neutral  vessels, 
obtain  great  supplies  from  us,  which,  under  Qertain  circumstances 
and  in  particular  emergencies,  they  could  not  easily  acquire  else- 
where. 

Your  Secretary  is  of  opini9n  that  the  duration  of  these  treaties 
should  be  very  limited,  because  the  increasing  iioportance,  as  well 
as  the  increasing  experience  of  the  United  States,  will  almost  from 
year  to  year  increase  their  capacity  of  making  such  connections  and 
compacts  more  and  more  correspondent  to  their  views  and  wishes. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


FBOX  THE   COHHISSIONEBS   TO  BABON   THULEMEIER. 

Passy,  November  10, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  received  the  letter  your  Excellency  did  us  the  honor  of 
writing  to  us  the  8th  ultimo,  together  with  the  copy  of  your  feill 
power  to  treat  with  us.  Mr.  Adams  had,  as  you  suppose,  preserved 
a  copy  of  the  project  of  a  treaty  that  had  been  concerted  between 
your  Excellency  and  him,  but  having,  by  instructions  from  the 
Congress,  our  sovereign,  certain  new  articles  to  propose  in  all  our 
treaties  with  European  Powers,  which  articles,  if  agreed  to,  would 
render  some  of  those  heretofore  in  use  unnecessary,  and  judging 
also  that  some  change  in  the  order,  by  bringing  together  what  relates 
to  the  same  subject,  would  render  the  whole  more  clear,  we  have 
made  a  new  draft  of  the  project,  addmg  the  new  articles,  and  send 
it  herewith  for  your  consideration. 

Those  new  articles  are  the  13th  and  the  23d.  The  first  contains 
its  own  reasons,  to  wit :  The  prevention  of  difficulties  and  misunder- 
standings heretofore  constantly  arising  with  regard  to  merchandize 
called  contraband  m  time  of  war.  In  support  of  the  other,  we  offer 
a  few  reasons  contained  in  a  separate  paper,  to  which  we  shall  only 
add  here,  that  the  article  being  in  favor  of  humanity,  by  softening 
and  diminishing  the  calamities  of  war,  we  think  it  will  be  honorable 
to  the  first  Powers  who  agree  to  it,  and  more  particularly  to  his 
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Majesty  the  Kmg  of  Phissia — if  he,  whose  subjects  are  known  to  be 
so  well  defended  by  his  power  and  abilities,  as  to  make  the  stipula- 
tion of  any  favor  for  them  during  the  war  unnecessary,  should  be  the 
foremost  m  setting  the  example  of  agreeing  to  such  an  article*  The 
part,  too,  which  engages  not  to  commission  privateers,  n<H'  make 
prize  of  merchant  ships,  will,  we  think,  show  the  disinterestedness 
of  the  United  States,  since  their  situation  is  suited  to  prey  with  ease 
on  the  rich  commerce  of  Europe  with  the  West  Indies,  which  must 
pass  before  their  doors ;  while  th^  own,  consisting  of  lumber  and 
provisions,  b  of  so  little  value  as  that  the  loss  in  that  kind  of  war  is 
vastly  mferior  to  the  profit,  which  was  demonstrated  in  their  late 
contest  with  Britain,  whose  mighty  fleets  were  bsufficient  to  protect 
their  trade  bom  the  depredations  of  a  pec^le  as  aUe  and  as  expert 
seamen  as  themselves. 

With  regard  to  the  manner  of  conducting  thb  negotiation,  we 
think  it  may  contmue  to  be  by  letters,  till  the  articles  are  agreed  on ; 
after  which,  as  the  many  afiairs  we  have  on  hand  make  it  mcon- 
venient  for  us  to  leave  Paris,  we  shall  be  glad  to  receive  you  here, 
or  if  that  should  not  be  suitable  for  you,  to  meet  you  in  any  inter- 
mediate place  that  you  may  nominate. 

We  send  herewith  the  copy  of  our  commission,  and  we  are,  with 
respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


Jteasom  m  svppori  of  the  new  proposed  Articles  in  the  Treaties  of 
Commerce,  transwUtted  to  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  in  the  letter 
addressed  to  him  November  10,  1784,  and  enclosed  with  a  eoptf 
of  the  said  letter  to  Congress  the  next  day. 

By  the  original  law  of  nations,  war  and  extirpation  w^e  the 
punishment  of  injury ;  humanizing  by  degrees,  it  admitted  slavery 
instead  of  death;  a  farther  step  was,  the  exchange  of  prisoners 
instead  of  slavery ;  another  to  respect  mote  the  property  of  private 
persons  under  conquest,  and  be  content  with  acquired  dominion. 
Why  should  not  this  law  of  nations  go  on  improving  ?  Ages  have 
intervened  between  its  several  steps;  but  as  knowledge  of  late 
increases  rapidly,  why  should  not  those  steps  be  quickened,  why 
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sfaoiild  it  not  be  agreed  to  as  the  future  law  of  nations,  that  in  any 
war  hereafter  the  following  descriptions  of  men  should  be  undisturbed, 
have  the  protection  of  both  side^,  and  be  permitted  to  follow  their 
employments  m  surety,  viz : 

1st.  Cultivators  of  the  earth,  because  they  labor  for  the  subsistence 
of  mankind. 

2d.  Fishermen,  for  the  same  reason. 

3d.  Merchants  and  traders  in  unarmed  ships,  who  accommodate 
difierent  nations  by  communicating  and  exchanging  the  necessaries 
and  conveniences  of  life. 

4th.  Artists  and  mechanics  inhabiting  and  working  in  open  towns. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  the  hospitab  of  enemies  should 
be  unmolested ;  they  ought  to  be  assisted. 

It  is  for  the  mterest  of  humanity  in  general,  that  the  occasions  of 
.  war,  and  die  inducements  to  it,  should  be  diminbhed. 

If  rapine  is  abolished,  one  of  the  encouragements  to  war  is  taken 
away,  and  peace  therefore  m<M-e  likely  to  contbue  and  be  lasting. 

The  practice  of  robbmg  merchants  on  the  high  seas,  a  remnant  of 
the  ancient  piracy,  though  it  may  be  accidentally  beneficial  to  par- 
ticular persons,  is  far  from  bemg  profitable  to  all  engaged  in  it,  or  to 
die  nation  that  authorizes  it.  In  the  beginning  of  a  war,  some 
rich  ships,  not  upon  their  guard,  are  surprised  and  taken.  This 
encourages  the  first  adventurers  to  fit  out  more  armed  vessels,  and 
many  others  to  do  the  same,  but  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time, 
become  more  careful,  arm  their  merchant  ships  better,  and  render 
them  not  so  easy  to  be  taken ;  they  go  also  more  under  the  protec* 
tion  of  convoys.  Thus,  while  the  privateers  to  take  them  are 
multiplied,  the  vessels  subject  to  be  taken  and  the  chances  of  profit 
are  diminished,  so  that  many  cruises  are  made  wherein  the  exp^ises 
overgo  the  gains,  as  it  is  the  case  in  other  lotteries ;  though  indi- 
viduals have  got  the  prizes,  the  mass  of  adventurers  are  losers,  the 
whole  expanse  of  fitting  out  all  the  privateers  during  a  war  being 
much  greater  than  (he  whole  amount  of  goods  taken.  Then  there 
is  the  national  loss  of  all  the  labor  of  so  many  men,  during  the  time 
they  have  been  employed  in  robbing,  who,  besides,  spend  what  they 
get  in  riot,  drunkenness,  debauchery,  lose  their  habits  of  industry, 
are  rarely  fit  for  any  sober  business  after  a  peace,  and  serve  only  to 
increase  the  number  g(  highwaymen  and  housebreakers.  Even  the 
undertakers  who  have  been  fortunate  are,  by  sudden  wealth,  led  into 
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expensive  living,  the  habit  of  which  continues  when  the  means  of 
supporting  it  cease,  and  finally  ruins  them.  A  just  punishment  for 
their  having  wantonly  and  unfeelmgly  ruined  many  honest,  innocent 
traders  and  their  families,  whose  substance  was  employed  in  serving 
the  common  mterests  of  mankind. 


riRST  REPORT   OF  THE   COMMISSIONERS  TO   CONGRESS. 

Paris,  November  11, 1784. 
Sir, 

Havmg  assembled  together  at  this  place  about  the  latter  ^d  of 
August,  we  proceeded,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Congress^ 
to  notify  our  appomtment  and  its  objects  to  such  Powers  as  we 
thought  it  advisable  at  that  time  to  address. 

We  wrote  a  circular  letter,  m  the  form  No.  1,  to  the  Ambassadors 
or  other  Ministers  residing  here  fit)m  the  Courts  of  Saxony,  the  Two 
Sicilies,  Sardinia,  Venice,  Tuscany,  Russia,  and  Rome.  Copies  of 
the  answers  fix)m  those  of  Saxony,  the  Two  Sicilies,  Sardinia, 
Venice,  Tuscany,  are  contamed  in  the  enclosed  papers,  Nos.  2,  3, 
4,  5,  and  6.  The  Minister  of  Russia  answered,  verbally  to  Colonel 
Humphreys,  who  delivered  the  letter,  <<  that  he  would  transmit  it  to 
his  Court."  From  the  Nuncio  of  the  Pope  we  have  received  no 
answer,  either  written  or  verbid.  Our  letter  to  him  was  dated 
September  22d. 

Our  letter  to  the  Ambassador  of  Spain  was  in  the  same  form ; 
his  answer,  a  translaticm  of  it,  and  our  reply,  is  omtained  in  Nos.  7, 
8,  and  9. 

A  project  of  a  treaty  having  been  befi)re  concerted  with  the  Court 
of  Lisbon,  a  small  alteration  in  th^  form  of  our  general  letter,  as 
noted  in  No.  1,  adapted  it  to  that  circumstance.  No.  10  is  a  copy 
of  the  answer  of  their  Ambassador. 

A  like  circumstance  with  the  Court  of  Berlin  rend^ed  a  letter  in 
the  same  form  proper  for  that ;  but  as  that  negotiation  had  began 
with  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  their  Envoy  at  the  Hague,  we  thought 
it  proper  that  our  letter  proposing  a  condnuation  of  it  should  be 
addressed  to  him,  and  not  to  the  Minister  here.  No.  11  is  a  copy  of 
bb  answer,  and  No.  12  of  our  reply. 

Our  commission  to  Sweden,  and  instructions  accompanying  it, 
proposing  a  supplementaiy  treaty  to  that  Power,  we  addressed  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  635 

letter,  of  which  No.  13  is  a  copy,  to  the  Swedish  Ambassador  here. 
No.  14  is  his  answer,  and  No.  15  our  verbal  communication  in 
consequence  of  it. 

Doctor  Franklin  having  had  occasion  to  write  to  the  Imperial 
Minister  after  his  receipt  of  the  new  instructions,  but  before  our 
meeting,  had  taken  that  opportimity  of  notifying  to  him  the  commis- 
sion with  which  we  were  honored  for  that  Court.  A  copy  of  his 
answer  will  be  found  in  No.  16. 

A  letter  from  the  Minister  of  Genoa,  of  which  No.  17  is  a  copy, 
addressed  to  Doctor  Franklin,  and  received  before  we  had  sent  out 
our  general  letters,  furnished  a  like  occasion  of  notifying  our  powers 
to  him,  which  Doctor  Franklin  did  in  a  letter,  of  which  No.  18  is  a 
copy. 

To  the  Court  of  Versailles  we  announced  our  commission  ver- 
bally, shewed  the  original,  and  left  a  copy  with  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes,  from  whom  we  received  a  verbal  answer,  "  that  he  would 

<  always  be  ready  to  enter  on  negptiations  and  receive  propositions 

<  which  might  be  of  mutual   advantage  and  tend  to  cement  the 

<  union  and  increase  the  harmony  which  prevailed  between  the  two 
*  nations." 

A  project  of  a  ti^eaty  {)etween  the  United  States  and  Denmark 
bad  before  been  communicated  to  Congress.  Baron  de  Walterstorff, 
the  person  with  whom  this  had  been  concerted,  was  still  here, 
expectmg  that  powers  would  be  sent  from  Congress  to  conclude  it. 
He  was  himself  furnished  with  a  letter  from  hb  Minister,  authorizing 
him  to  take  the  measures  which  had  been  taken,  and  assuring  him 
of  regular  powers  as  soon  as  those  on  our  part  should  arrive  to  him ; 
therefore  we  notified  verbally  that  we  were  furnished  with  powers 
for  concertmg  and  concluding  a  treaty,  and  he  assured  us  verbally 
he  would  immediately  transmit  our  notification  to  his  Court,  and 
that  we  might  rely  on  their  sendmg  corresponding  powers. , 

Mr.  Hartley  had  been  sent  here  from  the  Court  of  London,  with 
a  Plenipotentiary  commission  for  the  perfecting  and  establishing 
peace,  friendship,  and  good  understanding  between  the  United  States 
and  the  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  for  opening,  pro- 
moting, and  rendering  perpetual  the  mutual  intercourse  of  trade  and 
conunerce  between  them.  Thb  commission  had  been  regularly 
communicated  to  our  Ministers  at  the  time  of  concluding  the  defin- 
itive treaty  of  peace,  and  had  been  in  part  executed  by  the  actual 


Digitized  by 


Google 


536  J-  ADAMS,  B.  FRANKLIN,  T.  JEFFERSON. 

signature  of  that  treaty.  The  second  part,  however,  for  opening, 
promoting,  and  rendering  perpetual  a  mutual  intercourse  of  trade 
and  commerce,  remainmg  unexecuted,  for  want  of  proper  powers 
firom  the  United  States,  that  Minister  had  contmued  here.  On  the 
31st  of  August  we  notified  to  him  yerbally  that  we  were  furnished 
with  powers  for  entering  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
his  nation.  He  answered  verbally,  also,  *'  that  he  would  immediatdy 
<  communicate  it  to  his  Court,  and  that  he  did  not  doubt  that  his 

*  Majesty's  Government  would  at  all  times  be  ready  to  concur  m  the 
'  forming  such  a  system  as  may  iidly  answer  every  purpose  of  com- 

*  mercial  as  well  as  political  advantage  to  the  two  countries,  and  fix 
^  and  establish  a  permanent  and  beneficial  intercourse  between  them.'* 
Some  time  after  this  he  asked  a  meeting  with  us  at  Passy,  at  vihich 
he  informed  us  that  he  had  communicated  our  notificatioD  to  his 
Court,  and  had  received  a  letter  in  answer,  in  which  was  a  clause  to 
this  effect :  You  may  with  great  truth  assure  the  American  Ministers 
of  our  ready  and  fiiendly  disposition  to  receive  any  proposals  bom 
the  United  States  for  the  forming  such  regulations  as  may  tend  to 
the  mutual  and  reciprocal  advantage  of  both  countries.  He  iniorms 
us  at  the  same  time,  however,  that  he  was  ordered  to  return  to 
London,  which  he  accordingly  did  m  a  few  days.  This  official 
answer  had  been  given  us  on  the  16th  September,  and  having  waited 
a  sufficient  time  to  have  heard  further  fhnn  him  after  his  return,  and 
receivmg  nothbg  ftirther,  we  wrote  on  the  38th  of  October  two 
letters  to  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  the  British  Ambassador  at  this  Court, 
of  which  Nos.  19  and  20  are  copies.  On  the  receipt  of  which  he 
desired  Colonel  Humphreys,  who  delivered  them,  to  inform  us  that, 
being  entirely  unacquainted  with  the  negotiatbns  proposed  through 
Mr.  Hartley  to  the  Court  of  London,  he  could  say  nothing  <m  that 
subject,  except  that  he  would  write  concerning  it  to  his  Court.  With 
respect  to  the  explanations  and  arrangements  suggested  in  the  other 
letter,  (which  he  would  also  transmit,)  he  did  not  doubt  but  that 
everything  which  was  equitable  would  be  done ;  and  in  the  mean- 
time  he  wished  us  to  be  informed  that  he  would  make  us  acquainted 
with  the  result  as  soon  as  he  should  receive  the  necessary  instruc- 
tions. 

We  have  not  yet  communicated  our  powers  or  propositions  to 
Hamburg  or  the  United  Netheriands.  From  the  former  there  is 
at  present  no  public  Minister  here,  and  when  communicated  to  the 
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latter,  we  knew  that  from  the  States  General  they  would  be  carried 
to  the  regencies  of  the  several  States,  and  from  these  again  to  their 
several  towns,  so  that  their  publication  would  be  inevitable.  We 
thought  it  better  that  this  should  not  take  place  till  they  should  have 
be^i  discussed  and  concluded  with  those  nations  whose  system  of 
negotiation  is  more  private. 

To  the  Porte,  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  the  Regencies  o( 
Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripdi,  no  communications  have  been  made. 
Treaties  with  (iiese  Powers  are  formed  under  very  peculiar  circum- 
stances. Not  only  the  expenses  of  the  negotiations  on  their  part  are 
to  be  borne  by  the  other  negotiating  Power,  but  great  presents  and 
an  annual  tribute  are  requhite  with  some  of  them.  The  contributions 
under  which  they  thus  lay  the  Powers  of  Europe  are  as  heavy  as 
they  are  degrading.  We  feel  lor  our  country  under  both  these  points 
of  view,  and  as  we  cannot  proceed  at  all  till  Uie  money  necessary  is 
actually  ready  at  our  command,  we  have  thought  it  proper  to  give 
this  information  to  Congress.  We  wish  it  was  in  our  power  to 
conjecture  the  sums  which  might  be  necessary;  and  have  endeavoired 
to  learn  what  b  given  by  the  European  Powers,  as  we  might  thence 
form  some  estimate  what  would  be  required  from  us.  As  yet  we 
have  been  unable  to  obtain  this  information,  and  we  know  not  what 
measures  to  suggest  should  Congress  determine  to  proceed  m  these 
treaties,  other  than  to  limit  us  to  some  ultimate  sum,  to  place  that 
actually  at  our  command,  and  to  rely  on  our  assurances  that  we  shall 
.  use  our  best  endeavors  to  reduce  the  contributions  as  far  below  this 
as  shall  be  m  our  power.  Presents  or  war  is  their  usual  alternative* 
Should  Congress,  however,  determine  against  the  first,  they  might 
perhaps  think  it  proper  that  some  intelligent  person  should  be  sent 
to  make  himself  acquainted  with  the  wants  of  tiiose  States,  and  to 
know  whether  we  could  not  olSer  to  them  auch  a  commercial  inter- 
course as  might  make  an  equal  treaty  accepta^ble. 

We  have  made  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  communications 
directed  by  our  instructions  of  May  11th,  1784,  as  to  the  claim  of 
the  five  Fosters,  brothers,  for  the  prize  of  their  vessel,  the  Three 
Friends,  and  have  received  no  answer  on  the  subject ;  fix)m  which 
circumstance  we  hope  that  the  Court  is  satbfied  as  to  that  article. 

A  letter  received  frcMn  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  another  from 
Monsieur  Grand  to  Dr.  Franklin,  of  which  No.  21  and  22  are  copies, 
give  us  reason  to  apprehend  an  uneasmess  in  this  Court,  lest  wo 
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should  fail  not  only  in  the  punctual  payment  of  the  interest  on  their 
particular  loans,  but  should  permit  the  pa3rment  on  the  Dutch  loan, 
which  this  Court  guarantied  to  fall  in  the  first  instance  on  them. 
This  circumstance,  under  the  present  probability  of  a  war  m  Europe, 
might  be  really  inconvenient  to  them,  and  give  unfavorable  ideas  of 
the  sense  we  entertain  of  their  past  favors.  Congress  will  know 
whether  measures  have  been  taken  to  make  timdy  pajrments  here, 
and  they  can  best  judge  of  what  exertions  the  States  are  capable  tx 
reducmg  their  foreign  debt  even  faster  than  their  stipidati(ms  require. 
A  hearty  disposition  in  the  people  goes  far  towards  making  tbem 
equal  to  whatever  it  is  their  duty  and  interest  to  do,  and  we  cannot 
help  supposing  that  if  our  countrymen  would  boldly  look  that  part  of 
their  foreign  debt  in  the  face,  which  they  have  a  right  to  discharge, 
if  they  would  view  it  and  view  themselves,  they  would  find  they 
could  master  it  perhaps  with  a  single  effi>rt.  Of  this  we  can  assure 
them  that  nothing  would  produce  such  a  revolution  m  the  opinion 
entertained  in  Europe  of  their  powers,  of  their  justice,  and  of  the 
tone  of  their  Government.  K  a  reputation  for  equity  and  gratitude ; 
if  a  demonstration  of  our  resources  and  of  our  resolution ;  if  the 
subjection  of  the  riches  of  Europe  to  our  wishes,  on  any  future 
emergency,  may  be  bought  at  half  a  guinea  a  head,  cannot  our 
countrymen  be  roused  to  make  the  purchase  ?  Add  to  this  that  it 
would  command  for  us  a  respect,  which  might  save  us  in  the  end 
millions  of  money  and  tcnrents  of  blood.  Congress,  we  hope,  will 
pardon  us  these  reflections ;  we  are  on  a  field  where  every  circum- 
stance tends  to  produce  them. 

Our  instruction  as  to  gratification  and  indemnification  to  John 
Baptist  Pequet  has  not  yet  be^i  complied  :^ith.  Mr.  Grand's  letter 
will  assign  the  reason. 

'  The  honor  of  our  country,  as  well  as  our  own  feeling,  will  not 
permit  us  to  pass  unnoticed,  that  we  are  now  depending  for  daily 
subsistence  on  the  bounty  of  a  subject  of  this  kingdom,  a  bounty  to 
which  he  tells  us  in  his  letter,  «  qu^U  sera  ford  meitre  de$  homes" 
We  trust  that  Congress  will  be  so  good  as  to  order  us  effectual  and 
instantaneous  relief  fix>m  this  situation. 

We  are  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  letters  firom  the 
Committee  of  the  States,  the  one  dated  July  16,  the  other  August 
13.  This  covered  the  British-  roll  of  one  hundred  and  forty-two 
men^  ninety  women,  and  fifty-four  children,  pegroes,  part  admitted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  539 

to  be  slaves,  and  a  part  said  to  be  free,  which  were  carried  from  New 
York  at  the  time  of  the  evacuation ;  the  only  voucher  we  have  yet 
received  in  support  of  that  article  in  our  instructions  which  r^pects 
thb  subject.  The  former  contained  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  brig 
1' Aimable  £Uzabeth,  scuttled  and  abandoned  by  her  master  and  crew 
while  in  company  with  Captam  Shewel  fix>m  Philadelphia,  taken 
possession  of  by  him,  sent  into  Newfoundland  under  the  care  of  his 
second  lieutenant,  John  Justice,  where  she  b  said  to  have  been  seized 
and  dbposed  of  without  trial  or  condemnation  by  a  Nicholas  Gill, 
Conmiissary  and  Judge  of  the  Vice  Admiralty  there.  The  circum- 
stance  of  scuttling  the  vessel  awakening  suspicion,  (as  it  is  difficult 
to  assign  an  honest  reason  for  it,)  and  the  brig  having  gone  from 
L'Orient,  and  the  master  and  crew  returned  thidier  with  Captain 
Shewel,  we  desired  Mr.  Barclay  to  procure  what  testimony  he  could 
on  the  subject,  and  communicate  it  to  us.  He  has  sent  us  the 
protests  of  both  the  French  and  American  masters,  and  it  is  a  little 
remarkable  that  the  French  captain  makes  no  mention  of  the  American 
one  having  taken  possession  of  the  vessel  and  put  men  on  board  of 
her,  and  expressly  supposes  she  sunk  that  night ;  and  that  Captain 
Shewel  is  equally  silent  as  to  the  same  circumstance  of  his  having 
manned  her.  Mr.  Barclay  is  still  engaged  in  searching  into  this 
matter;  and  as  the  investigation  will  take  some  little  time,  we  submit, 
in  the  meanwhile,  some  other  considerations  to  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress, because  it  is  of  importance  to  the  character  of  a  nation  to  make 
no  demands  on  another,  which  cannot  be  substantially  supported. 
If  there  was  no  judiciary  trial  or  condemnation,  as  the  papers 
suppose,  this  seems  to  have  been  a  trespass  in  Nicholas  Gill, 
committed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Courts,  and  reme- 
diable by  a  common  action  at  law,  which  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
denied  to  or  demanded  by  the  sufferer.  If  there  were  a  judiciary 
coadenmation^  yet  it  was  in  an  inferior  court,  from  which  an  appeal 
might  have  been  demanded  to  a  higher  court,  where  the  presumption 
always  b  that  the  injustice  would  have  been  redressed.  Persons 
who  go  into  a  foreign  country,  submit  themselves  to  the  laws  of  that 
country,  and  in  every  civilized  nation  its  courts  are  open  to  redress 
any  injury  they  may  receive.  It  is  not  till  they  shall  have  tried  these 
courts,  through  all  their  possible  stages,  till  they  shall  have  been 
denied  redress  by  them,  and  that  too  against  palpable  justice,  that  it 
is  usual  for  their  own  sovereign  to  take  it  up,  and  make  it  a  cause  of 
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national  complamt.  Nations  would  keep  each  other  m  t  constant 
state  of  irritation,  and  much  oftener  proceed  further,  were  ev^if 
private  dispute  between  their  citizens  to  be  taken  up  by  their  sover- 
eign in  the  first  instance.  Ccmgress  will  be  pleased  to  d^emune 
whether  these  considerations  have  weight  enough  to  induce  them  to 
suspend,  our  application  to  the  British  court  in  this  case,  till  their 
pleasure  shall  be  further  signified  to  us. 
With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B-  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


Immediately  after  despatching  the  preceding  letter  to  Congress, 
the  Plenipotentiaries  received  by  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  to  the 
Portuguese  Embassy  the  following : 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Montieur  de  Sa,  dated  at  Quehiz  the  24th 
October,  1784,  to  M.  de  Souza. 

In  consequence  of  what  the  agents  of  the  United  States  of  America 
have  written  to  your  Excellency,  you  can  assure  them  that  her  most 
Faithful  Majesty  will  be  much  pleased  to  have  a  better  correspcMid- 
ence  with  the  United  States.  It  is  her  wish  that  their  agents  explain 
themselves,  and  make  known  the  intentions  of  Congress,  in  order 
that  your  Excellency  may  communicate  to  your  Court,  which  will 
listen  to  them  with  much  attention. 


FROM  THE    COMMISSIONERS   TO   COUNT   DE    SOUZA. 

Passy,  November  30, 1784. 
Sir, 

We  have  received  the  extract  of  the  letter  from  M.  de  Sa  of  the 
24th  October,  1784,  which  your  Excellency  was  pleased  to  send  us 
by  the  hand  of  the  Secretary  of  your  Legation. 

That  in  consequence  of  our  letter,  your  Excellency  might  assure 
us  that  her  most  Faithful  Majesty  will  be  very  glad  to  have  the  best 
correspondence  with  the  United  States,  and  that  we  may  explain  to 
your  Excellency  the  intentions  of  Congress,  to  be  communicated  to 
your  Court,  who  will  listen  to  them  with  much  attention. 
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Conformably  to  the  desires  of  her  raost  Faithful  Majesty,  expressed 
in  this  extract  of  the  letter  of  her  Minister,  we  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  a  draft*  of  a  project  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
to  be  concluded  between  the  two  Powers,  if  this  project  should  be 
approved  by  her  Majesty,  and  a  full  power  should  be  sent  to  your 
Excellency  to  conclude,  we  are  ready  to  sign  such  a  treaty  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  If  your  Court  have  any  objections  or 
alterations  to  propose,  we  shall  give  them  all  the  attentbn  and 
consideration  consistent  with  the  views  of  our  constituents. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B,  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
o 

VROM  M.  WAYl  TO  TH£   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Fluif ,  November  16, 1784. 
Ctentlemen, 

I  have  not  failed  to  transmit  to  my  Court  the  letter  with  which 
you  honored  me  on  the  30th  September  last  relative  to  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  subjects  of  my  master  the  Arch 
Duke,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  gentlemen,  that  the  invitation  has 
been  very  agreeable  to  his  Royal  Highness,  and  that  he  will  receive 
with  pleasure  the  conununication  of  propositions,  and  a  plan  upon 
which  the  agreement  may  be  negotiated,  in  order  that  he  may  take 
them  into  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  FA VI, 

Charge  d^  Affaires  of  Tuscany. 


TROM  THE    COMMISSIONERS  TO  M.  FAVI. 

•     Passy,  December  9, 1784. 
Sr, 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  16th  November,  wherein  you 

are  pleased  to  inform  us  that  you  had  communicated  to  his  Royal 

*  The  draft  of  the  treaty  was  the  same  aa  that  enclosed  to  the  Baron  de  Thule- 
meier.    Vide  page  519. 
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Highness,  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  the  overttires  we  had  the 
honor  of  making  for  the  estahlishment  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  the  subjects  of  his  Royal  Highness  and  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  that  these  were  agreeable 
to  him,  and  that  our  proposition  on  thb  subject  would  be  received 
with  pleasure,  and  taken  into  consideration. 

We  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you,  for  the  consideration 
of  your  Court,  a  plan  of  such  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  as  wo 
shall  be  ready  to  sign,  if  it  shalKmeet  their  approbation.  We  flatter 
ourselves  they  will  find  it  founded  on  those  principles  of  equal  right 
which  are  the  surest  guardians  of  every  treaty,  and  calculated  to 
promote  the  interests  of  humanity  m  general.  We  shall  receive, 
with  great  respect  and  attention,  any  amendments  which  may  be 
proposed,  and  concur  cheerfully  in  accommodating  it  more  perfectly 
to  the  true  interests  of  commerce  and  happmess  of  the  two  nations, 
well  knowing  that  we  cannot  better  gratify  the  wishes  of  our 
constituents,  and  the  respect  which  they  entertain  for  his  Royal 
Highness,  than  by  opening  a  liberal  and  fiiendly  intercourse  between 
bis  subjects  and  them. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THE   DUKE   OF   DORSET  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Paris,  November  S4, 1784. 
Gentlemen, 
I  have  transmitted,  without  loss  of  time,  to  the  Marquis  of  Car- 
marthen, his  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  AjSairs,  copies 
of  the  two  letters  which  you  had  done  me  the  honor  of  addressing 
to  me,  and  am  in  consequence  authorized  to  assure  you,  on  the  part^ 
of  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  of  their  readiness  to  take  into  consideration 
any  proposals  coming  from  the  United  States  that  can  tend  to  the 
establishing  a  system  of  mutual  and  permanent  advantage  to  the  two 
countries;  for  the  more  ready  accomplidmient  of  which  I  am 
instructed  to  notify  you,  gentlemen,  the  previous  stipulation  proposed 
by  my  Court,  that  the  United  States  should  send  a  person  properly 
authorized  and  invested  with  the  necessary  powers,  to  London,  as 
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more  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  either  Power  than-'WOuId  be  the 
carrying  on,  at  any  third  place,  negotiation  of  so  great  importance. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any  instructions  upon  the  subject  of  your 
letter  stating  certain  propositions  in  regard  to  particular  articles  of  the 
preliminaries  of  peace  between  England  and  France,  signed  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1783,  and  acceded  to  by  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States.  But  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  a  full  and 
candid  discussion  of  those  points  will  be  entered  into  by  my  Court, 
with  the  sincere  view,  I  can  venture  to  say,  of  efiectmg  a  fair  and 
equitable  adjustment  of  the  several  matters  offered  for  consideration, 
and  from  an  earnest  desire  of  promoting  a  friendly  and  confidential 
mtercourse  between  Great  Britain  and  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  truth,  be, 

DORSET. 


FROM  THE    COMMISSIONERS   TO   THE  pVKE   OF    DORSET. 

Passy,  December  9,  1784. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

We  have  received  the  letter  which  your  Grace  did  us  the  honor 
of  writing  us  on  the  24th  day  of  last  month,  and  we  receive  with 
much  satisfaction  the  assurances  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's 
Ministers  of  their  readiness  to  take  into  consideration  any  proposials 
coming  from  the  United  States  df  America  that  can  tend  to  the 
establishing  a  system  of  mutual  and  permanent  advantage  to  the  two 
countries. 

As  to  the  previous  stipulations  proposed  by  your  Court,  "  that 
'  the  United  States  should  send  a  person  properly  authorized  and 
'  invested  with  the  necessary  powers  to  London,  as  more  suitable  to 
*  the  dignity  of  either  Power  than  would  be  carrying  on  in  any  third 
'  place  a  negotiation  of  so  great  importance,"  we  can  only  say,  that 
if  by  this  proposition  it  is  intended  that  the  United  States  should 
send  a  public  Minister  to  reside  constantly  at  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  we  are  not  authorized  to  answer  it^  but  we  shall  transmit  a 
copy  of  your  Grace's  letter  to  Congress,  who  wiU  determine  upon  it 
according  to  their  wisdom ;  but  if  it  is  intended  only  that  the  pro- 
posed negotiation  should  be  conducted  in  London,  we  can  inform 
your  Grace  and  his  Majesty's  Ministers  that  we  have  a  full  power, 
in  due  form,  as  Mmisters  Plenipotentiary  to  hb  Britannic  Majesty, 
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not  only  to  treat  but  conclude  upon  all  the  subjects  m  questbn,  and 
although  we  have  no  apprehension  that  it  is  uconsistent  with  the 
dignity  of  the  United  States  to  treat  in  any  third  place,  and  although 
it  would  be  inconvenient  for  us  to  leave  Paris,  where  we  have  already 
commenced  negotiaticms  with  several  other  Powers,  (at  any  long 
time,  yet  we  are  so  desirous  of  showing  a  respect  to  the  sentiments 
of  your  Court,  that  we  would  readily  repair  to  London,  as  we  are 
not  limited  by  our  commission  nor  instructicms  to  any  place. 

We  shall,  therefore,  wait  for  fiuther  information  from  your  (xiace, 
and  frcHn  his  Majesty's  Ministers ;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  be  their 
desire  to  meet  us  in  London,  we  shall  do  ourselves  the  honor  of 
paying  our  respects  to  them  in  person  without  loss  of  time. 
With  great  respect,  kc, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


SECOND   REPORT   Or   THE    COlOaSSIONERS   TO   CONGRESS. 

Paris,  December  15, 1784. 
Sir, 
In  our  letter  of  November  11,  we  had  the  hcmor  of  laying  before 
Congress  a  state  of  our  proceedings  till  that  date.  As  from  that  it 
would  appear  that  the  last  communication  bad  passed  from  us  to  the 
other  parties,  we  can  now  only  add  the  answers  of  such  of  them  as 
have  yet  answered,  and  our  replies — ^these  are  the  Courts  of  Portugal, 
Tuscany,  and  Great  Britain.  No.  1  b  a  copy  of  the  communication 
from  the  Ambassador  of  Portugal  to  us ;  No.  2,  a  copy  of  our  reply ; 
No.  3,  a  copy  of  a  draught  of  a  treaty  which  we  ^closed  to  him; 
No.  4,  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Charge  d'A&ires  of  Tuscany, 
and  No*  5  our  answer,  which  encloaed  a  copy  of  the  same  draught 
of  a  treaty,  only  changing  the  style  of  the  other  party.  We  must 
observe  that  the  draught  of  a  treaty  which  has  accompanied  our 
letter  to  Baron  Thulemeier,  the  Prussian  Minister  at  the  Hague, 
which  letter  was  enclosed  in  our  last  to  Congress,  but  without  the 
plan  of  the  treaty,  was  verbatim  the  same  with  those  to  Portugal 
and  Tuscany,  with  oalj  a  like  change  in  the  style  of  the  other  party. 
No.  6  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  us  from  the  British  Ambassador  here, 
and  No.  7,  of  our  reply. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOBiATlC  CORRESPONDENCE.  545 

We  reoeived  information  from  the  public  papers  that  an  American 
vessel,  which  ha(l  just  sailed  from  Cadiz,  was  captured  on  the  11th 
of  October  by  a  frigate  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  being  one  of 
the  five  which  he  had  cruising  in  the  ocean,  and  that  she  was  darned 
into  Tangiers  on  the  16th  of  October,  This  intelligence  is  con- 
firmed in  a  letter  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  who  adds  that  the  vessel 
captured  belonged  to  the  State  of  Virginia.  We  think  it  our  duty 
to  mention  this  event  toyour  Excellency,  as  it  will  show  the  necessity 
that  immediate  measures  be  taken  with  the  piratical  States  for  the 
preservation  of  our  trade  to  the  Mediterranean,  to  Spain,  and  to 
Portugal,  and  perhaps  to  countries  still  more  dist$uit,  as  their  vessels 
may  extend  their  cruising  grounds. 

With  the  most  perf!^t  consideration  and  respect,  we  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  M.  DE   SOUZA  TO  THE  COBOUSSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  December  23, 1784. 
Gentiemen, 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write,  with  the 
plan  of  a  treaty  which  the  United  States  of  North  America  propose 
to  the  Queen,  my  Sovereign,  all  of  which  I  transmitted  to  the  Court 
of  Lisbon. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DE  SOUZA, 

Ambassador  of  Portugal^ 


FROM  BARON  BE   THULEMEIER  TO   THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

The  Hagae^  December  10, 1784. 
Gentiemen, 
The  letter  you  have  done  me  the  hcHior  to  write  to  me,  dated 
November  10th,  reached  me  on  the  26th  of  the  same  month  by  a 
Dutch  courier.    I  have  transmitted  to  the  King  a  French  tianslatioD 
Vol.  L— 35 
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of  the  project  of  a  treaty  of  corameroe,  to  be  concluded  for  the 
reciprocal  adrantages  of  the  subjects  of  his  flfajesty  and  of  the 
ckizeos  of  the  United  States  of  America,  to  which  the  recent  ord^s 
c^  Congress  have  compelled  you  to  make  some  alt^utions  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  project  I  had  the  honor  to  place  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Adams  on  the  9th  of  April  of  the  present  year. 

As  soon  as  the  orders  from  my  Court  reach  me  I  shall  lose  no 
time,  gentlemen,  in  informing  you  of  the  observations  which  the 
King  will  think  proper  to  make  (m  this  new  project.  The  twenty- 
third  article  is  dictated  by  the  purest  zeal  in  favor  of  humanity. 
Nothing  can  be  more  just  than  your  reflecticms  on  the  noUe  (&inter- 
estedness  of  the  United  States  of  .A^nerica.  It  is  to  be  desired  that 
these  sublime  sentiments  may  be  adopted  by  aU  tfae  maritime  Powers 
without  any  exceptions.  The  calamities  of  war  will  be  much  ser- 
ened, and  hostilities,  often  provoked  by  the  cupidity  and  inordinate 
love  of  gdn,  of  more  rare  occurrence. 

Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  bring  to  your  recollection  the  requisition 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you  in  the  last  Imes  of  my  letter 
of  18th  of  October  of  the  present  year. 

The  King  having  expressed  to  me  that  he  would  learn  with 
pleasure  the  choice  which  the  United  States  might  make  of  any  city 
for  the  exchange  of  commesee  between  the  merchants  of  the  two 
nations,  I  desired  you,  accordingly,  to  let  me  know  your  ideas  on 
this  subject.  I  added  that  Stettin  and  Embden,  both  Prussian 
maritime  places,  or  evea  some  French  or  Dutch  ports,  might  fulfil 
this  object, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^c,  DE  THULEMEIER. 


VAOM  THE   C0MMI36I0If£BS   TO  BABON  DE   THULEMEIER. 

Passy,  January  21,  1785. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  to  write  us  on 
the  10th  day  of  December  last. 

We  supposed  that  the  principles  contained  in  the  project  of  a 
treaty,  which  we  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  were  a  virtual 
answer  to  the  requisition  in  the  last  lines  of  your  letter  of  the  18th 
of  October.  By  the  second  and  third  articles,  the  citizens  and 
subjects  of  each  Power  may  firequent  all  coasts  and  countries  of  the 
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Other,  and  reside  and  trede  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manu- 
factures, or  merchandizes,  paymg  no  greater  duties  than  the  most 
fiivored  nation.  By  the  fourth  article,  each  party  shall  have  a  right 
to  cany  their  own  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandizes  in  theii* 
own  vessels,  to  any  ports  of  the  dominicms  of  the  other,  where  it 
shall  be  lawful  fi)r  all  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  that  other  party  to 
purchase  them ;  and  thence  to  take  the  produce,  manufactures,  and 
ttierchandize  of  that  other,  which  all  the  said  citizens  or  subjects 
ghaU  in  lyce  manner  be  free  to  sell  them,  paying,  in  both  cases,  such 
duties,  charges,  and  fees  only  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  most 
fitvored  nation* 

But  if  by  a  city  £3r  the  cofnmerce  ct  exchange  between  the 
merchants  of  the  two  nations  be  meant  a  port  more  free  than  any 
intmided  in  the  said  second,  third,  or  fourth  articles ;  that  b  to  say, 
a  port  absolutely  free  from  all  duties  and  charges,  or  a  port  where 
merchandize  may  be  landed  and  stored,  and  afterwards  reembarked 
and  exported^  without  paying  any  imposts  or  duties,  we  submit  to 
your  consideration  whether  it  will  not  be  for  the  interest  of  Prussia 
that  both  Embden  and  Stettin,  at  least,  should  be  made  such ;  how- 
ever, should  it  be  thought  otherwise,  and  be  still  desired  to  elect  one 
of  the  two  ports,  we  should  ask  for  time  to  communicate  the  propo- 
sition to  Congress,  and  to  receive  their  instructions  thereon. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &;c*, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


The  Baron  de  Walterstorff  having  personally  informed  each  of 
the  American  Ministers  that  he  had  obtained  permission  to  return  to 
Copenhagen,  and  that  he  had  it  in  charge  to  solicit  such  communi- 
cations as  they  should  judge  it  might  be  useful  to  make,  on  the  1st 
February,  1785,  announced  the  same  officially  in  the  following 
letter: 

TVanslation. 

"Paris,  February  1, 1785. 
"  Gentlemen, 
«  Monsieur  the  Count  de  Bemstorff,  in  communicating  to  me  the 
permission  of  the  King  to  make  a  visit  to  Copenhagen,  where  my 
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private  affairs  demand  my  presence  at  this  tinoe,  has  recommended 
that  1  should  request  of  the  American  Ministers  to  be  pleased  to 
furnish  me  with  such  ideas  as  they  maj  judge  useful  to  hasten  the 
end  we  have  in  view.  I  have  nothmg  so  pressing  on  hand  as  the 
conveying  to  you  the  information  of  the  little  voyage  1  am  about  to 
make.  I  have  even  had  the  honor  of  seeing  Messrs.  Adams  and 
Franklin,  and  I  have  now  that  of  informing  you  that  I  have  fixed 
upon  Friday  next  as  the  day  of  my  departure,  if  by  that  time  you 
can  prepare  the  documents  with  which  I  am  to  be  entrusted.  Pecmit 
me,  gentlemen,  in  the  meantime,  to  assure  you  that  I  shall  always 
regard  the  having  made  your  acquaintance  as  one  of  the  greatest 
advantages  of  my  residence  at  Paris.  I  hope  that  events  will  be 
sufficiently  fevorable  to  my  prayers,  to  find  other  occasions  of  culti- 
vating it,  and  of  repeating  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  attachment^ 
and  the  consideration  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

«DE  WALTERSTORFF, 

'^  Amboisadar  of  Denmark." 


FROM  THOIULS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  BARON   DE   WALTERSTOBFF. 

Paris,  February  3, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yesterday  the  letter  you  were  pleased 
to  .address  to  me,  wherein  you  mention  (as  you  had  before  done  to 
Mr.  Adams  and  Doctor  Franklin)  that  the  Count  de  Bemstorff,  in 
communicating  to  you  the  permission  of  your  Sovereign  to  pay  a  visit 
to  Copenhagen,  had  desired  you  to  ask  of  the  American  Ministers 
their  proposition  for  forwarding  the  objects  respecting  the  two 
natbns.  I  immediately  communicated  your  letter  to  Mr.  Adams 
and  Dr.  Franklin,  and  in  consequence  thereof  have  now  the  honor 
of  enclosing  to  you  the  draft  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  in 
such  form  as  we  would  wish  to  see  established  between  our  two 
sovereigns.  To  emancipate  commerce  fix>m  the  shackles  which 
oppress  it,  to  increase  the  general  happiness,  and  lessen  the  miseries 
of  mankind,  are  the  objects  of  these  propositions ;  and  we  flatter  our- 
selves that  the  means  proposed  are  founded  m  the  most  perfect 
equality  and  reciprocity  of  right.  We  shall  attend,  with  great 
respect,  to  such  improvements  as  your  Court  may  wish  to  make,  fot 
the  furtherance  of  the  same  good  objects. 
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I  wish  you  a  much  pleasanter  journey  than  the  season  and  weather 
seem  to  promise,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  happy  to  hear  of  your 
welfare,  and  to  take  every  occasion  of  assuring  you  of  the  esteem^ 
with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be^  &c., 

THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


rnOM  HONSIEUB  DE   PIO  TO   THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  January  22, 178S. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  had  the  honor  to  place  your  letter  of  the  27th  September, 
1784,  before  the  King,  my  master,  and  his  Majesty  having  caused 
the  propositions  and  offers  contained  in  it,  in  regard  to  the  conclusion 
of  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  friendship  with  the  United  States,  to  be 
seriously  examined,  he  has  ordered  me  to  declare  to  you  that  nothing 
could  be  more  agreeable  to  him,  inasmuch  as  he  devotes  all  his  cares 
to  the  increase  of  the  internal  and  external  commerce  of  his  kingdom. 
It  is  with  that  view  that  his  Majesty  has  lately  opened  and  established 
Messina,  on'the  Island  of  Sicily,  as  a  free  port,  to  which  all  nations 
are  invited  to  resort,  with  full  assurance  that  they  will  meet  there  a 
very  favorable  reception,  and  that  they  shall  certainly  enjoy  there  all 
kinds  of  privileges  and  immunities,  as  you  will  see  by  the  annexed 
ordinance.  I  wish  you,  gentlemen,  to  consider  well  the  advantages 
which  your  countrymen  can  derive  by  resorting  to  that  port. 

I  am  besides  ordered,  gentlemen,  to  make,  in  the  name  of  his 
Majesty,  a  formal  declaration  to  you,  that  all  merchant  vessels  under 
the  flag  of  the  United  States  shall  be  received  in  Messina  with  marks 
of  the  most  sincere  friendship,  and  that  they  will  find  there  the  greatest 
hospitality.  That  they  shall  also  be  treated  with  all  possible  consid- 
eration in  all  the  ports  of  his  dominions ;  that  they  shall  always  find 
assistance  by  being  furnished  with  all  they  may  want ;  and  that  they 
shall  have  the  liberty  to  trade  in  the  productions  of  their  country,  as 
well  as  their  manufactured  articles,  and  those  of  other  nations. 

Tobacco  being  the  most  important  item  of  the  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  as  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  observe  in  one  of 
our  private  conversations,  I  must  give  you  notice,  gentlemen,  that 
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this  plant  is  now,  m  the  States  of  the  King,  my  master,  free  from  all 
the  dudes  to  which  it  was  sobjectecL  As  to  other  productions,  yoa 
shall  have  not  only  the  liberty  to  mtroduce  them  in  his  dominicms, 
in  as  great  quantities  as  may  be  wanted  for  the  consumption  of  the 
Neopditans,  but  you  shall  also  have  the  privilege  to  import  for  the 
rest  of  Italy,  for  the  East,  and  for  any  other  countries,  such  quanti^ 
of  goods  as  you  may  find  advantageous  for  your  speculations.  You 
shall  also  have  the  same  liberty  and  facilities  to  export  from  the 
kingdom  of  Sicily,  oil,  wine,  silks,  and  all  other  productions  that 
Sicily  can  fiunish  you,  and  which  can  be  useful  or  agreeable  to 
you. 

The  King,  my  master,  would  not  delay  any  longer  to  give  you  the 
most  convincing  proofs  of  the  desire  he  has  to  form  ties  with  the 
United  States,  and  to  show  them  by  his  good  will  to  begin  as  soon 
as  possible  a  commerce  advantageous  to  bodi  nations,  bis  Majesty 
reserving  to  himself  the  right  to  deliberate  on  the  subject,  and  to  take 
such  resolutions  as  may  be  necessary  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  com* 
merce  in  all  its  forms,  as  you  appear  by  your  letter  to  desire. 

During  the  time  that  may  elapse  before  my  Court  can  examine  and 
consider  seriously  the  objects  which  are  to  be  regulated  in  a  treaty  of 
this  nature,  I  think,  gentlemen,  that  it  would  be  very  advantageous 
to  the  Americans  to  beghi  now  to  fire^ent  the  ports  of  «Sicily,  and 
particularly  that  of  Messma,  for  the  purpose  of  establbhing  there 
some  relations  of  commerce  which  can  be  stipulated  more  precisely 
in  the  proposed  treaty.  Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  observe  to  you, 
that  to  establish  and  to  carry  the  operation  of  a  new  treaty  of  any 
extent,  and  in  whatever  country,  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  be 
authorized  by  a  previous  treaty.  It  suffices  that  foreigners  should 
be  received  there  with  friendly  feelings,  and  protected  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. As  a  proof  of  this,  I  will  observe  that  all  nations  which 
trade  the  most  with  Sicily,  such  as  England,  France,  Genoa,  Venice, 
Ragusa,  Hamburg,  have  no  treaty  of  commerce  with  my  Court; 
and  although  France  has  commenced  a  treaty  with  this  nation,  the 
French  have  not  waited  for  the  conclusion  of  it  to  establish  the  most 
advantageous  commerce. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vnth  the  most  distinguished  considera- 
tion, &c., 

DE  PIO, 
Chargi  tT  Affaires  of  Naples. 
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FROM  M.  D£   8CABKAFIS   TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Pktfis,  Febnuury  3, 1783. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  communicated  to  my  Court  the  letter  which  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  write  the  23d  October  last,  informmg  me  that  you  were 
authorized  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  negotiate 
with  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sardinia,  relative  to  the  establishment 
of  commerce  between  the  two  nations,  1  have  now  that  of  informing 
you  that  the  King  will  be  pleased  to  see  the  ships  of  the  United 
States  frequenting  his  free  port  of  Nice,  where  they  will  always  be 
well  received ;  and  if  hereafter  an  opportunity  should  offer  of  forming 
commercial  ties,  which  may  be  suitable  and  of  reciprocal  utility,  he 
will  make  with  the  United  States  all  the  necessary  arrangements 
which  will  be  necessary  to  ensure  their  stability. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.| 

DE  SCARNAFIS, 
Amhoisador  of  Sardinia. 


TBIRD  REPORT   01*  THE  COMMISSIONERS   TO   CONGRESS. 

Paris,  February,  1785. 
Sir, 

In  our  last  of  December  15th,  we  had  the  honor  of  communicating 
to  Ck)ngress  our  letter  to  the  Ambassador  of  Portugal,  which  accom- 
panied the  draught  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  proposed  on 
oar  p^.  Since  that  date  he  addressed  to  us  the  letter  Ho.  1, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  ours,  and  informing  us  that  he  bad 
forwarded  it  to  his  Court. 

The  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  also,  the  Prussian  Minister  at  the 
Hague,  has  given  us  similar  information  in  his  letter  No.  2,  herewith 
enclosM.  He  therein  also  desires,  as  he  had  done  in  his  letter  of 
October  8th,  that  we  would  make  choice  of  some  port  within  the 
dominions  of  his  sovereign,  at  which  the  commerce  between  the  two 
countries  might  be  carried  on.  We  supposed  that  we  had  answered 
this  by  proposing,  in  our  draught  of  the  treaty,  that  all  places  in  the 
dominions  of  either  party  should  be  open  to  the  subjects  or  citizens 
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of  the  other,  for  the  purposes  of  commerce.  As  he  thought  proper, 
however,  to  repeat  the  desire  of  the  King,  that  we  would  make 
choice  of  some  place,  we  wrote  him  an  answer,  of  which  No»  3  b  a 
copy,  and  we  have  now  to  ask  of  Congress  their  instructions  as  to 
the  choice  of  a  place  for  the  purposes  proposed. 

The  Baron  de  Walterstorff,  who  had  been  formerly  appointed  by 
the  Court  of  Denmark  to  negotiate  a  treaty  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  to  whom  we  had  notified  our  full  powers  for  that 
purpose,  called  on  us  separately  a  few  days  ago,  and  mformed  us 
that  he  had  obtained  permission  fix>m  his  Court  to  make  a  visit  to 
Copenhagen,  where  his  private  affairs  required  his  presence,  and 
that  the  Minister  had,  at  the  same  time,  instructed  him  to  ask  from 
us  our  propositions,  that  they  might  be  considered  during  his  stay  at 
Copenhagen,  and  the  sentiments  of  his  Court  thereon  be  fully  made 
known  to  him.  This  he  aflerwards  communicated  more  particularly 
in  the  letter.  No.  4,  to  which  an  answer  was  returned,  of  which  No. 
5  is  a  copy,  enclosing  a  draught  of  a  treaty  similar  to  the  one  we 
had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  in  our  letter  of  December  15. 

We  have  also,  since  our  last,  received  an  answer  from  the  Court 
of  Naples,  through  their  Charg^  d'Affiiires,  and  from  that  of  Turin 
through  their  Ambassador  at  this  Court,  (the  answer  of  Naples  is 
accompanied  by  a  printed  ordinance  establishing  the  privil^es  of 
Messina  as  a  free  port,)  which  we  now  enclose,  distinguished  by  the 
Nos.  6  and  7.  To  these  we  do  not  propose  to  make  any  reply, 
unless  future  overtures  from  them,  or  other  circumstances,  should 
render  it  necessary  or  proper. 

With  great  respect,  be, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFEIiSON. 


Paris,  Febraary  8, 1785. 

About  this  time  came  to  hand,  through*  the  French  post  office, 
thirteen  large  packets,  all  of  them  addressed  <<  A  Messieurs  Messrs. 
Les  deputes  des  Etats  Unb  de  I'Amerique  a  Paris,''  containmg  the 
Minutes  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  at  the  Cape, 
and  the  adjudications  as  legal  prizes  of  an  equal  number  of  British 
vessels  captured  by  armed  vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  of 
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America  during  the  late  war ;  which  said  prizes  were  ordered  to  be 
disposed  of  for  the  benefit  of  ihe  captors,  until  it  should  be  otherwise 
determined  by  the  American  Ministers  at  the  Court  of  Versailles. 
Whereupon,  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  have 
thought  proper  that  the  afcnresaid  papers  should  be  deposited  in  the 
<^ce  of  the  Minister  actually  resident  at  that  Court,  which  was  done 
accordingly. 


FROM  MONSIEUR  FATI  TO  THE   COMiaSSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  February  10, 1785. 

Gentlemen, 

In  due  season  I  transmitted  to  my  Court  the  project  of  a  treaty 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me. 

The  principles  upon  which  it  is  based  are  too  much  in  confonnity 
with  those  of  the  Tuscan  Government  to  prevent  its  adoption.  You 
must  not  doubt,  gentlemen,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
of  America  will  obtain,  upon  a  footing  of  the  most  perfect  reciprocity, 
all  the  facilities  and  advantages  in  the  ports  of  Tuscany  which  are 
accorded  to  the  most  favored  nations. 

As  soon  as  an  answer  is  received,  I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of 
communicating  it  to  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  FA VI, 

Charge  d^ Affaires  of  Tuscany. 


FROM  BARON  DE  THtJLEMEIER  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  January  24, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 
The  King,  my  master,  having  thought  proper  to  authorize  me  to 
place  in  your  hands  some  observations  on  the  counter  project  of  the 
treaty  of  commerce,  to  be  concluded  for  the  reciprocal  advantages  of 
his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  such  as  you  did 
me  the  honor  to  address  me,  bearing  date  November  10th  ultimo, 
and  brought  to  the  Hague  by  a  Dutch  courier,  the  26th  of  the  same 
month,  I  hasten  to  fulfil  the  orders  of  his  Majesty.     An  express, 
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with  despatches  fx  the  Ambassadors  from  Holland,  fumiabes  md 
to-day  with  a  sure  and  prompt  opportunity.  The  English  language 
being  familiar  neither  to  the  Prussian  Chancy,  nor  to  the  King,  nor 
his  Mbistry,  it  has  become  necessary  that  I  should  make  a  French 
translation,  and  to  prove  its  exactness,  I  have  caused  it  to  be  placed 
by  the  side  of  the  annexed  obsenrations.  I  flatter  myself  that  these 
last  will  appear  to  you,  gentlemen,  dictated  by  that  spirit  of  justice, 
equity,  and  humanity,  which  characterise  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
Monarch  m  whose  service  I  have  the  honor  to  be.  I  shall,  with  the 
most  lively  zeal,  employ  myself  in  consolidating  a  negotiation,  the 
issue  of  which  cannot  but  be  infinitely  advantagqous  to  both  nations, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  contents  of  the  first  letter  with 
which  you  may  honor  me  will  facilitate  the  means  of  terminatmg,  in 
concert  with  you,  gentlemen,  the  projected  treaty. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.»  DE  THULEMEIER« 


r 


▲KSWXR  or  THE  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE 
PROJECT  or  ▲  TREATY  WITH  PRUSSIA,  TRANSMITTED  Bt  BABON 
THULEMEIER. 

Passy,  Mal^  14,  1785.. 
Sir, 

We  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  January  34, 
covering  a  translation  into  French  of  the  draft  of  a  treaty  proposed 
between  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  together  with  answers  to  the  several  articles.  We  have 
considered  them  with  attention,  and  with  those  dispositions  to  accom- 
modate them  to  the  wishes  of  his  Majesty,  which  a  respect  for  his 
.character  and  a  desire  of  connecting  the  two  nations  in  amity  and 
commerce  would  naturally  produce.  We  will  now  take  the  liberty 
of  troubling  you  with  the  result  of  our  deliberaticms,  article  by 
article. 

Article  U.  We  agree  to  add  the  restriction  proposed  to  the  end 
of  this  clause,  to  wit :  <<  submitting  themselves,  nevertheless,  to  the 

*  laws  and  usages  there  established,  and  to  which  are  submitted  the 

*  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  the  citizens  and  subjects  of  the 

*  most  favored  nations." 

Article  III.  Agreed  to  add  a  like  clause,  to  wit :  <^  submitting 
^themselves,  nevertheless,  to  the  laws  and  usages  there  established, 
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<  and  to  which  are  submitted  the  subjects  of  his  Majesty  the  King 
<of  Prussia^  and  the  subjects  and  citiz^s  of  the  most  favcnred 

*  nations." 

Article  IV.  Three  e£^ts  of  this  are  objected  to: 

1st.  The  permission  to  expc^  and  import  all  the  merchandize  of 
either  country  without  exceptkm. 

3d.  The  permission  to  ixx  persons  to  be  buyers  and  sellers. 

3d.  The  not  extending,  m  express  terms,  the  right  of  transporta- 
tion  beyond  the  vessels  of  the  two  contracting  parties. 

As  to  the  first,  we  agree  to  make  to  the  clause  the  addition  pro- 
posed, to  wit :  <<  nevertheless,  the  King  of  Prussia  and  the  United 

<  States,  and  each  of  them,  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  prohibit 

*  in  their  respective  countries  the  importation  and  exportation  of  all 

<  merchandize  whatsoever,  when  reasons  of  State  shall  require  it ;  in 
^  this  case  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties 
'  shall  not  import  or  export  the  merchandize  prohibited  by  the  other. 

<  But  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits  any  other  nation  to 

<  impcnrt  or  export  the  same  merchandize,  the  subjects  or  citizens  of 

<  the  other  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  same  liberty." 

With  respect  to  the  second  object,  a  permission  to  all  persons  to 
become  buyers  and  sellers  in  this  intercourse,  it  does,  indeed,  inter- 
fere  with  the  practice  of  some  nations  of  Europe,  wherein  the  right 
of  buying  and  selling  particular  articles  of  merchandize  is  frequently 
given  to  particular  persons  or  descriptions  of  persons  exclusively. 
The  origin  of  this  practice  is  to  be  found  in  a  very  remote  and 
unenlightened  period,  when  religious  physics  and  every  other  branch 
of  Science  was  sophisticated  and  abused.  The  progress  of  informa- 
tion and  of  liberal  sentiment  has  led  to  reformations  in  those,  and  in 
this,  also,  seems  to  have  matured  principles  which  should  produce 
a  reformation  equally  wanted.  Commerce  performs  the  important 
office  of  procuring  vent  for  superfluities,  of  supplying  wants,  and  of 
adjusting  prices  on  a  reasonable  scale.  This  it  does  best  where  it  is 
fireest.  Casting  an  eye  over  the  States  of  Europe  we  find  them 
wealthy  and  populous  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  fireedom  of  their 
commerce ;  and  we  may  conclude  from  thence  that  were  it  perfectly 
bee,  they  would  probably  attain  the  highest  points  of  wealth  and 
population  of  which  their  other  circumstances  would  admit.  A  firea 
CCHnpetitbn  between  buyers  and  sellers  is  the  most  certwn  means  of 
fixing  the  true  worth  of  merchandize ;  on  the  other  hand,  the  restraint 
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of  this  right  to  particular  persons,  which  constitutes  a  monopoly,  has 
been  found  in  experience  the  most  powerful  engine  ever  employed 
for  the  suffix:ation  of  commerce.  It  is  interesting  to  both  parties, 
therefore,  to  guard  against  this  in  their  stipulatbns.  The  law  of 
Konigsberg,  which  prdiibits  a  foreigner  from  selling  his  merchandize 
to  any  but  native  subjects,  is  a  monopoly  in  a  certain  degree.  It 
would  rather  seem  desirable  that  foreigners  should  come  into  our 
ports,  and  there  tiansact  together  all  their  business  of  exchange.  It 
is  not  for  us  to  judge  whether  under  actual  circunEstances  this  law  of 
Konigsberg  is  a  proper  object  of  reformation.  His  Prussian  Majes^ 
will  decide  this,  who  has  already  so  much  extended  the  limits  of 
happiness  for  his  subjects  by  the  removal  of  other  bars  to  wiiich 
time  and  habit  had  given  their  sanction.  Should  it  be  mdispensable 
to  save  the  force  of  this  law,  we  would  propose  to  retain  the  expres- 
sions in  this  article  which  give  freedom  to  all  buyers  and  sellers ;  bat 
that  at  the  end  of  the  addition  before  agreed  to,  a  fiirther  one  should 
be  made  in  this  form:  <<nor  shall  this  article  derogate  from  the  force 
*of  the  laws  of  the  city  of  Konigsberg  which  forbid  traffic  between 
<  foreigners  within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction."  This  will  guard 
against  monopoly  so  much  of  the  field  of  commerce  as  b  not  already 
occupied  by  it.  We  wish,  however,  that  in  this  article  the  w(»rd 
"  persons"  should  be  substituted  instead  of  the  "subjects  or  citizens 
of  that  other,"  and  again,  instead  of  <^the  said  subjects  or  citi- 
zens." 

The  third  objection  to  this  article  is,  that  it  does  not  ext^id  the 
right  of  transportation  beyond  the  vessds  of  the  two  countries.  It 
was  tiiought  that  the  securing  this  right  so  far  was  making  a  valuable 
step  towards  the  freedom  of  intercourse.  A  right  would  remain  to 
each  party  of  refusing  that  privilege  to  vessels  foreign  to  both ;  a 
right  which  probably  would  never  be  exercised  but  in  retaliation  oa 
any  particular  nation  adopting  that  narrow  principle.  We  abandon 
freely  the  reservation  in  its  general  form  in  pursuit  of  an  object  so 
valuable  to  mankmd  as  the  total  emancipation  of  conmierce  and  the 
bringing  together  all  nations  for  a  free  intercommunication  of  happi- 
ness, and  agree,  after  the  words  "  in  their  own,"  to  insert  "  or  any 
other;"  but  we  still  propose  it  for  consideration,  whether  it  will  be 
expedient  to  either  party  to  disarm  itself  entirely  of  the  power  of 
retaliating  on  any  particular  nation  which  may  restrain  the  loading 
of  vessels  to  articles  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  the  country  to 
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which  they  belong.  Circumstances  may  be  produced  which  would 
render  the  retaliation  essential  to  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
pardes.  We  therefore  propose,  after  the  words  "reserve  to  them- 
selves the  right,"  m  the  amendment  before  agreed  to,  to  insert  these : 
"where  any  nation  restrains  the  transportation  of  merchandize  to 

*  the  vessels  of  the  country  of  which  it  is  the  growth  or  manufacture, 

<  to  establish  against  such  nation  retaliating  regulations,  and  also  the 
bright." 

This  fourth  article,  with  the  several  amendments  which  we  have 
proposed  or  agreed  to,  wiU  stand  thus :  More  especially  each  party 
shall  have  a  right  to  carry  their  own  produce  in  their  own  or  any 
other  vessels,  to  any  parts  of  the  dominions  of  the  other,  where 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  persons  freely  to  purchase  them,  and  thence 
to  ta]{:e  the  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize  of  the  other, 
which  all  persons  shall  m  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  them,  paying  in 
both  cases  such  duties,  charges,  and  fees  only  as  are  or  shall  be  paid 
by  the  most  favored  nation.  Nevertheless^  the  Eing  of  Prussia  and 
the  United  States,  and  each  of  tAem,  reserves  to  themselves  the  right 
where  any  nation  restrains  the  transportation  of  merchandize  to  the 
vessels  of  the  country  of  which  it  is  the  growth  or  manufacturCy  to 
establish  against  such  nation  retaliating  regulations ;  and  also  the 
right  to  prohibit,  in  their  respective  countries,  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  all  merchandize  whatsoever,  when  reasons  of  State 
shall  require  it.  J&i  this  case  the  subjects  "Or  citizens  of  either  of 
the  contracting  parties  shall  not  import  or  cohort  the  merchandize 
prohibited  by  the  other.  But  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
permits  any  other  nation  to  import  or  export  the  same  merchandize, 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  same 
liberty;  nor  shall  this  article  derogate  from  the  laws  of  the  city  of 
Konigsberg,  which  forbid  traffic  between  foreigners  within  the  limits 
of  their  jurisdiction. 

Article  V.  We  agree  that  the  fifth  article  shall  stand  in  the  form 
proposed,  to  wit :  "  The  merchants,  commanders  of  vessels,  or  other 

<  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party  shall  not,  within  the  ports  or 

*  jurisdictiqn  of  the  other,  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  merchandize 

<  mto  any  other  vessels,  nor  to  receive  theni  into  their  own,  nor  wait 

*  for  their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please." 

Abticle  Vin.  Agreed  to  omit  the  words,  "  and  without  being 

<  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges,  or  fees  whatsoever,  or  to  render 
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<  any  account  of  their  cargo  f  and  to  substitute  those  proposed,  to 
wit :  ^  And  without  being  obliged  to  render  any  account  of  their 
'  cargo,  or  to  pay  any  duties,  charge,  or  foes  whatsoever,  except 

<  those  established  for  vessels  entered  into  port,  and  appropriated  to 

<  the  maintenance  of  the  port  itself,  or  of  odier  establishments  for  the 
^  safety  and  convenience  of  navigators,  which  duties,  charges,  and 
'  fees  shall  be  the  same,  and  shall  be  paid  on  the  same  fbodng  as  ia 
*the  case  of  subjects  or  citizens  of  the  country  where  they  are 

<  establisfaed." 

Abticle  IX.  We  agree  to  the  amendment  proposed  by  adding  to 
this  article  the  words :  '<  The  coicieat  and  barbarous  right  to  wrecks 

<  of  the  sea  shall  be  antirely  abolished  with  respect  to  the  two 

*  contracting  parties." 

Akticle  X.  By  the  kws  of  the  United  States,  copied  in  this 
instance  fix>m  those  of  England,  aliens  are  incapable  of  holding  real 
estate.  When  an  estate  of  that  nature  descends  to  an  alien,  it  passes 
on  by  escheat  to  the  State ;  the  policy  of  the  United  States  does  not 
permit  the  giving  to  the  subjects  of  any  other  Power  a  capacity  ta 
hold  lands  within  their  limits,  which  was  proposed  by  the  project 
fiMTfiaeriy  delivered  to  Mr.  Adams.  But  ^y  are  perfectly  willing  to 
relieve  such  persons  from  all  loss  on  this  account,  by  permitting  them 
to  sell  the  inheritance  and  withdraw  the  proceeds  without  any 
detraction.  Again,  though  with  them  it  is  a  fundamental  jmnciple 
that  every  man  has  a  natural  right  to  quit  the  country  ia  which 
either  chance  or  choice  has  placed  him,  and  to  become  a  member  of 
any  other  where  he  thinks  he  can  be  happier,  and  the  laws  of  sone 
of  them  direct  the  particular  form  in  which  it  is  to  be  done,  and 
therefore  these  States  can  pass  no  law  to  prevent  the  emigration  of 
their  fellow-citizens — ^yet  they  will  respect  the  principles  of  other 
Grovemments  where  the  practice  is  diffisrent.  We  consent,  there* 
fore,  to  add  to  the  end  of  this  clause,  from  the  eighth  of  the  project, 
these  words  :  <<  And  exempt  from  all  rights  of  detraction  on  the  part 
^  of  the  government  of  the  respective  States ;  but  this  article  shall  not 
^  derogate  in  any  nmnner  frcmi  the  force  of  the  laws  already  published, 

*  or  hereafter  to  be  published,  by  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia^ 

<  to  prevent  the  emigration  oi  his  subjects." 

Article  XII.  Agreed  to  omit  the  clause :  **  On  the  other  band, 
enemy  vessels  shall  make  enemy  goods,"  and  to  the  raid  of  the 
article,  and  to  leave  that  question  undecided. 
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Articls  XTTL  The  stipulation  ^^  to  pay  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occasion  to  the  proprietors,"  is  not 
so  determinate  as  to  save  the  necessity  of  a  future  arrangement.  It 
was  thought  questionable  wheth^  any  mode  Vhicb  might  now  be 
thought  of  might  not,  by  a  change  of  circumstance  before  the  case 
should  arise,  become  incapable,  and  that  arrangements  would  then 
be  easily  and  amicably  taken  for  doing  justice  to  the  mdividuals 
lAterested.  We  are  ready,  however,  to  receive  a  proposition  for 
defining  the  mode  at  this  time*  We  agree,  also,  to  the  addition 
proposed  to  thb  clause,  to  wit:  <<But  in  the  case  supposed  of  a 

<  vessel  stopped  for  articles  heretofore  deemed  ccmtraband,  if  the 

<  master  of  the  vessel  stopped  will  deliver  out  the  goods  supposed  to 

<  be  of  contraband  nature,  he  shall  be  admitted  to  do  it,  and  the 

<  vessel  shall  not,  in  that  case,  be  carried  into  any  port,  nor  further 
*  detained,  but  shall  be  allowed  to  proceed  on  her  voyage." 

Article  XIX.  A  clause  in  the  treaty  with  France,  the  first  the 
United  States  ever  entered  into,  renders  necessary  the  exceptions 
subjomed  to  this  article.  It  has  not  been  repeated,  nor  is  proposed 
to  be  repeated  in  any  subsequent  treaty.  If  any  antecedent  treaties 
would  require  a  like  exception  on  the  part  of  his  Prussian  Majesty, 
we  shall  cheerfully  concur  in  its  insertion,  the  case  being  either 
particularly  specified  or  generally  described.  The  practice  of  carry- 
ing prizes  into  neutral  ports  and  there  selling  them  b  admitted  by 
the  usage  of  nations,  and  can  give  oflence  to  none  who  have  not 
guarded  against  it  by  particular  contract.  Were  the  clause  now 
under  consideration  to  be  so  changed  as  to  exclude  the  prizes  made 
on  the  enemies  of  either  bom  being  sold  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  and 
that  kind  of  stipulation  tp  take  place  generally,  it  would  operate 
very  injuriously  agamst  the  United  States  in  cases  wherein  it  b  not 
presumed  hb  Majesty  would  wish  it.  For,  suppose  them  to  be 
hereafter  in  war  with  any  Power  in  Europe — ^their  enemy,  though 
excluded  fix)m  the  ports  of  every  other  State,  will  yet  have  their  own 
ports  at  hand  into  which  they  may  carry  and  sell  the  prizes  they 
shall  make  on  the  United  States ;  but  the  United  States,  under  a 
like  general  exclusion,  having  no  ports  of  their  own  in  Europe, 
their  prizes  in  these  seas  must  be  hazarded  across  the  ocean  to  seek 
a  market  at  home,  an  incumbrance  which  would  cripple  all  their 
eflforts  on  that  element,  and  give  ta  their  enemies  great  advantage 
over  them. 
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Article  XXI.  Agreed  to  add  as  proposed — <<  but  by  the  judica- 
tores  of  the  place  bto  which  the  prize  shall  be  conducted." 

Article  XXV.  Agreed  to  as  proposed — ^'but  if  any  such 
^Consuls  shall  exercise  commerce,  Uiey  shaU  be  submitted  to  the 
'same  laws  and  usages  to  which  the  private  individuals  of  their 
'  nation  are  submitted  in  the  same  place." 

Upcm  the  whole  it  will  be  seen  that  we  accommodate  ourselves  to 
the  amendments  proposed  to  the  2d,  3d,  5th,  8th,  9th,  10th,  12th, 
13lh,  21st,  and  25th  articles;  that  we  agree  to  the  amendments 
proposed  to  the  4th  article  with  certain  qualifications ;  and  we  cannot 
but  hope  that  the  4th  and  19th  articles,  so  amended  and  qualified, 
may  be  permitted  to  stand. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROH  BARON  DE  THULEMEIER  TO  THE    COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  Fobiuary  II,  17d5. 
Gentlemen, 

The  letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  in  the 

month  of  January  without  date,  reached  me  a  few  days  ago.    I  have 

transmitted  to  the  King  the  offer  to  establish  the  ports  of  Embden 

and  Stettin  as  firee  ports,  and  I  am  waiting  for  the  orders  of  his 

Majesty,  which  orders,  when  received,  I  will  hasten  to  communicate 

to  you.    The  counter  project  also  which  follows  my  letter  of  January 

24th  must  have  reached  you,  and  I  have  hopes  of  seeing  the  work, 

which  has  been  the  object  of  our  mutual  cares,  consolidated. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


FROM  BARON  DE   THULEMEIER  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Tbe  Hague,  March  4,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  orders  of  the  King,  with  which  I  am  at  present  furnished, 

have  enabled  me  to  answer  more  fully  the  last  letter  you  have  done 
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me  the  honor  to  write  to  me^  and  the  reception  of  which  I  have 
advised  you,  by  my  letter  of  February  11th.  His  Majesty  thinks 
that  the  establishmg  of  one  or  two  free  ports  would  be  absolutely 
useless,  agreeably  to  the  correct  remark  made  by  Ae  American 
Plenipotentiaries,  that  the  second  and  third  articles  of  the  counter 
project  grant  to  both  nations  reciprocally,  in  all  the  forts  where  they 
wish  to  trade,  all  the  advantages  enjoyed  by  the  most  favored  nations. 
This  observation  has  put  an  end  to  the  question,  masmuch  as  the 
intentions  of  the  King  are  in  no  way  to  limit  the  commerce  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  any  particular  ports.  In  case,  how- 
ever, that  the  establishment  of  a  free  port  should  appear  to  be  of 
some  utility,  it  might  be  complied  with  without  much  difficulty  in 
regard  to  Embden,  but  a  similar  concession  for  the  port  of  Stettin 
would  be  objected  to  for  several  reasons.  The  letter  of  the  Plenipo- 
tentiaries havmg  been  written  before  the  receipt  of  the  observations 
on  the  last  counter  project,  accompanied  by  my  letter  of  January 
24th  of  the  present  year,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  any  further 
explanations  would  appear  useless.  I  flatter  myself,  gentlemen,  that 
the  first  letter  which  I  shall  have  the  honor  to  receive  from  you,  will 
facilitate  the  means  of  giving,  in  concert  with  you,  the  desired 
stability  to  the  negotiation  which  b  the  object  of  bur  mutual  cares. 
The  success  of  thb  transaction  will  answer  my  wishes  As  well  as  the 
common  interest  of  both  our  nations. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


FBOM  THE   pope's   NUNCIO  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Fftru»  December  15, 1785. 
Gentiemen, 
I  have  made  known  to  my  Court  the  proposal  contained  in  the 
letter  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  the  22d  September  last, 
his  Holiness,  considering  no  less  the  convenience  of  your  proposition, 
than  that  the  right  of  the  Roman  Catholic  inhabitants  and  citizens  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  mamtained,  orders  me  to  declare  to  you 
that  all  vessels  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  enter 
the  ports  of  Civita  Vecchia,  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  Ancona,  in  the 
Adriatic,  shall  meet  there  with  the  best  reception  that  can  be  desired ; 
Vol.  I.— 86 
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provided  that  the  vessels  and  property  of  the  subjects  of  the  Holy 
See  shall,  reciprocally,  be  treated  in  the  same  manntf  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States.  I  must  add  to  this  deckmtion,  by  an  express 
order  of  his  Holiness,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall  find, 
in  the  abovementioned  ports  of  hb  dcxninion,  a  person  aj^pcunted  to 
give  them  every  assistance  which  they  may  want. 

I  am  happy  to  declare  to  you  these  intentioiis  of  my  Courts  wUch 
cannot  but  be  agreeable  to  &e  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  &c, 

ARCHBISHOP  OP  SELUCIE. 


WBXm  JOHN  JAT  TO  THE  COMMIBSIOimtS. 

Ofice  ibr  Foreign  Affiuifv  New  York,  January  14, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 

On  the  21st  ultimo  I  accepted  the  place  of  Secretary  £br  Foreign 
Affiiirs.  All  the  foreign  letters  which  had  been  received  during  the 
recess  of  Congress  were  then,  and  are  still,  m  the  hands  of  a  committee 
to  whom  they  had  been  referred.    None  have  since  arrived. 

The  adjournment  fiom  Trenton  to  this  place  necessarily  occasioned 
delay  m  busmess.  Congress  yesterday  made  a  House,  and  I  expect 
some  of  these  more  important  measures  will  soon  be  matured. 

By  the  next  opportunity,  I  flatter  myself  with  having  the  pleasure 
of  writing  to  you  mote  particularly.  Judges  are  nommated,  and  will 
doubtless  be  appomted,  to  decide  the  interfering  claims  of  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York.  Advices,  just  received,  give  reason  to 
apprehend  an  attack  of  the  Cherokeea  on  Kentuolgr,  a  settlement 
which  mcreases  with  a  degree  of  rapidity  scarcely  credible.  It  is 
rumored,  but  not  ascertained,  that  the  Spaniards  encourage  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


rOUBTH  REPORT  OF  THE  COMBaSSIONERS  TO  CONGRESS,  ADDRESSED 
TO  JOHN  JAT,  SECRETARX  rOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS. 

Pans,  Mareh  18, 1785. 
Sir, 

We  received,  by  the  last  packet,  the  &vor  of  your  letter  of  Jan- 
uary l4Ay  in  which  we  have  the  agreeable  infoimation  of  your 
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having  accepted  the  appointment  of  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 
Besides  the  general  interest  we  feel  in  this  event  as  members  of  the 
Union  which  is  to  be  availed  of  your  services,  we  are  particularly- 
happy  that  a  channel  of  communication  is  opened  for  us  with 
Congress,  in  whose  justice  and  abilities  we  so  perfectly  confide. 

In  our  letter  by  the  February  packet,  which  we  addressed  to  his 
Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  we  had  the  honor  of  trans- 
mitting the  state  of  our  transactions  intervenmg  between  die  date  of 
that  and  of  our  preceding  letter.  We  now  beg  leavCj  through  you^ 
to  inform  them  of  our  progress  since  the  last  period. 

No.  1,  is  a  letter  from  the  Pope's  Nuncio  at  this  Court,  which, 
though  dated  at  this  place  die  15th  December,  1784,  was  not 
delivered  to  us  till  late  in  February,  we  consider  it  as  definitive  of 
our  commission  to  the  Holy  See,  unless  new  instructions  or  cxccujn* 
stances  should  render  a  fiirther  proceeding  under  it  proper. 

No.  2,  firom  the  Charge  d'Afiaires  of  Tuscany  h^re,  came  also  to 
hand  after  the  closing  of  our  letter  by  the  last  packet. 

From  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  Prussian  Mmbter  at  the  Hague,  we 
have  received  the  enclosed  letter,  No.  3,  covering  a  French  transla- 
tion of  the  draft  of  a  treaty  which  we  had  proposed  through  him  to 
the  Court  of  Berlin,  as  formerly  reported  to  Congress,  with  observa- 
tions on  the  several  parts  of  it.  -  This  paper  is  numbered  4,  and  has 
heem  answered  by  our  letter,  of  which  No.  5  b  a  copy. 

We  have  also  received  from  the  Baron  de  Thulemeief ,  the  letters 
No.  6  and  7,  in  answer  to  ours  (formerly  communicated  to  Congress) 
on  the  subjects  of  die  free  ports  within  the  territories  of  his 


In  consequence  of  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Dumas, 
praying  his  enquiries  and  information  as  to  the  presents,  wheth^ 
periodical  or  occasional,  made  by  the  United  Netherlands  to  the 
several  piratical  States,  he  has  favored  us  with  the  enclosed  authentic 
information,  marked  No.  8.  We  learn,  from  public  papers,  that  the 
Republic  of  Venice  pays,  annually,  to  Tripoli  a  tribute  of  Aree 
thousand  five  hundred  sequins.'*^  From  a  comparison  of  the  strength 
of  this  with  that  of  the  other  piratical  States,  some  grounds  are 
fiimished  for  conjecturing  what  is  paid  by  them  to  the  others  when 
kt  peace  with  them.  We  have  promises  of  some  further  information 
on  the  subject  of  these  tributes,  which  the  envy  or  pride  of  nations 

•The  aequia  of  Yeake  if  |8  40. 
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endeavors  to  cover  under  mjrsterjr.    The  sum  of  them  will  serve  to 
form  a  judgment  of  the  contributions  which  will  be  required  from  us. 
With  great  respect,  &c.y 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B,  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


rROH  WILLIAX  CARMICHASL  TO  BENJAMIN  FBANKLIN. 

Madrid,  February  37, 1784. 

Dear  Sir, 
I  have  delayed  writing  to  your  Excellency  in  expectation  of 
having  it  m  my  power  to  advise  you  that  the  unfortunate  Mr.  Hart- 
well  would  be  entirely  extricated  from  the  situation  to  which,  how- 
ever, as  you  will  see  by  the  enclosed  papers,  his  imprudence  exposed 
him.  Much  about  the  time  I  received  your  letter  respecting  his 
confinement  at  Logrono,  one  written  to  me  from  Bordeaux  gave  me 
the  same  information.  I  immediately  wrote  to  Bilboa  to  obtain  a 
circumstantial  account  of  the  abovementioned  gentleman,  but  not 
receivmg  in  course  of  post  an  answer  to  my  letters,  I  made  use  of 
that  of  your  Excellency,  in  an  office  I  passed,  to  his  Excellency  the 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  reclaiming  his  liberty  and  the  restitution 
of  his  property.  The  annexed,  No.  1,  is  a  copy  of  the  answer 
thereto.  Your  Excellency  will  perceive,  by  its  contents,  that  some 
time  must  elapse,  owing  to  the  forms  established  by  the  tribunal  of 
inquisition,  before  the  prisoner  could  receive  any  material  benefit 
from  my  application,  and  in  consequence,  although  I  firequently 
pressed  despatch  in  an  affair  which  affected  the  liberty  and  interests 
of  a  countryman,  I  did  not  receive  further  advice  firom  the  Minbter 
until  the  2d  of  last  month.  No.  2  is  a  copy  of  the  Count  de  Florida 
Blanca's  letter,  in  the  mterval  between  the  reception  of  the  above- 
mendoned  letters.  The  enclosed,  No.  3,  was  sent  me  without 
signature  by  a  person  at  Bilboa,  whom  I  know  to  be  connected  with 
Mr.  Hartwell.  On  receiving  the  answer  of  the  Court,  No.  2,  I 
wrote  Mr.  Hartwell  to  know  what  I  could  do  forther  for  his  service. 
I  have  lately  received  a  letter  finom  him  requesting  me  to  procure 
Um  entire  liberty.  The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  will  readily  grant 
his  request,  on  condition  that  he  will  leave  Spam.  The  condition 
18  not  made  by  the  Minister,  but  by  the  Confessor  and  Inquisitor 
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General.  The  altercation  which  Ae  case  of  Mr.  Hartwell  has 
occasioned  between  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  and  the  two  latter 
will  give  a  great  shock  to  the  power  of  the  Inquisition,  as  I  am 
assured  that  the  tribunal  will  be  restricted  in  fiiture  from  passing 
sentence  on  any  grandee  of  Spain,  on  all  persons  employed  in  the 
councils,  in  the  army,  navy,  &c.,  or  on  any  foreigner,  until  the 
process  has  been  submitted  to  his  Majesty,  that  is  to  his  Minister. 

In  the  month  of  November  I  received  advice  from  Cadiz  of  the 
capture  of  an  American  vessel  by  a  corsair  of  the  Eknperor  of 
Morocco.  I  was  also  informed  you  had  been  applied  to  on  the 
same  subject.  I  immediately  requested  the  Charg6  d'Affaires  of 
France,  agreeably  to  the  8th  article  of  our  treaty,  to  write  to  the 
Consul  of  his  nation  to  employ  his  good  offices  to  procure  the 
liberation  of  the  vessel  and  crew,  and  endeavor  to  induce  the 
Emperor  to  suspend  further  hostilities  until  Congress  have  time  to 
take  such  measures  as  they  might  judge  proper,  to  produce  a  good 
understanding  between  the  two  countries.  I  also  prevailed  on  the 
Ambassador  of  Holland,  the  Minister  of  Sweden,  and  the  Charge 
d'Affiiires  of  Denmark,  to  write  to  their  respective  Consuls  for  the 
same  purpose.  Finding,  by  letters  I  received  from  the  seaports  of  , 
this  kingdom,  that  the  merchants  were  under  the  greatest  appre^ 
hensions  for  vessels  expected  from  America,  I  tock  occasion  to 
insinuate  to  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  how  agreeable  it  would  be 
to  the  people  of  America  to  learn  that  his  C.  M.  had  interposed  his 
interference  on  a  subject  of  such  importance  to  their  commercial 
mterests,  that  not  bemg  authorized,  I  could  not  officially  request  it, 
but  that,  animated  by  a  sincere  desire  to  promote  good  understanding 
between  the  two  countries,  I  could  not  let  slip  the  occasion  of  giving 
his  Excellency  an  opportunity  of  exerting  hb  influence  with  his 
Majesty  to  render  a  service,  which  could  not  but  be  productive  of 
the  happiest  consequences.  That  Minister,  with  much  apparent 
candor,  assured  me  of  his  readiness  to  serve  us  on  this  occasion,  but 
seemed  to  think  it  requbite  that  I  should  write  to  him  on  the  subject. 
Tins  I  did,  and  No.  4  is  the  copy  of  his  answer.  The  enclosed 
copies  of  letters  which  I  have  received  from  Barbary  will  show 
your  Excellency  the  situation  in  which  this  afiair  remains^ 

I  lately  received  letters  from  Robert  Morris,  Esq.,  containmg  a 
letter  from  the  President  of  the  Committee  of  the  States,  and  copies 
of  letters  from  Mr.  Pollock  and  others  at  the  Havana,  complaining 
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of  the  craelty  and  injustice  of  the  Spanish  Government.  I  ioime- 
diately  laid  these  complaints  before  the  Minist^,  and  have  obtained 
orders  to  render  jusdce  to  the  parties  aggrieved. 

The  Governor  will  be  reprimanded  by  the  King's  direction.  I 
have  not  yet  received  these  assurances  m  writing,  but  have  been 
promised  an  answer  to  my  office  in  time  for  the  March  packet.  I 
meant  to  have  writt^  more  folly  to  your  Excellency,  but  as  the 
person  to  whose  care  I  commit  this  b  only  waiting  for  my  letters,  I 
must  conclude  with  praying  you  to  make  die  proper  compliments  for 
me  to  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson,  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fay^te, 
and  my  namesake,  and  believe  me,  with  much  respect  and  affec- 
tion. &c.« 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


BEPOST  or  JOHN   ADAMS   TO  THE   OTHER  MINISTERS. 

Auteuil,  Biarch  90, 1785. 

Gentlemen, 
According  to  your  desire,  I  went  early  diis  morning  to  Versailles, 
and  finding  the  Count  de  Vergennes  unembarrassed  with  company, 
and  only  attended  by  his  private  secretaries,  I  soon  obtained  the 
honor  of  a  conference,  in  which  I  told  him  that  my  colleagues  were 
very  scnrry  that  indispositbn  necessarily  prevented  their  paying  their 
respects  to  him  in  person,  and  obliged  them  to  request  me  alone  to 
wait  on  him  and  ask  his  advice  upon  a  thorny  question  we  had 
with  the  Barbary  Powers.  He  asked  what  it  was,  and  I  put  mto 
his  hand  all  the  letters  upon  the  Subject,  m  French,  Spanish,  Italian, 
and  English,  all  of  which  he  read  very  attentively,  and  obsa*ved 
that  it  was  obvious  what  was  wanted,  and  what  had  piqued  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  viz :  that  Congress  had  not  written  to  him, 
nor  sent  him  a  Consul  with  the  customary  presents,  for  that  he  was 
the  most  interested  man  in  the  world,  and  the  most  greedy  of  money. 
He  asked  whether  we  had  written  to  Congress  and  obtained  their 
instructioi^  ?  I  answered  that  we  had  full  powers  to  treat  with 
Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  and  the  rest,  but  that  it  was 
Impossible  for  us  to  go  there,  and  that  we  had  not  a  power  o£  substi- 
tutimi.  He  said  then  we  should  write  to  the  Emperor.  I  adked  if 
he  would  do  us  thefovor  to  convey  a  letter  for  us  through  the  French 
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Consul  ?  He  said  he  eould  not  do  Ais  himsdf,  because  it  was  not 
in  his  departm^t,  but  if  we  would  make  an  office  of  it,  he  would 
communicate  it  to  the  Marshal  de  Castries,  and  return  us  his 
answer. 

I  told  him  that,  in  lodking  over  the  treaties  between  the  several 
Christian  PoweiB  and  the  Barbary  States,  we  found  that  the  treaty 
between  the  Crown  of  France  and  Algiers,  of  the  29th  of  April, 
1684,  was  expired,  or  near  expiring,  and  we  wete  desirous  of  knowing 
(if  the  question  was  not  mdiscreet)  whether  it  had  been  renewed. 
He  smiled  upon  this,  and  said  it  was  true  their  treaty  was  upcm  die 
point  of  expiring,  but  he  could  not  tell  me  whether  it  were  renewed, 
as  it  was  not  in  his  department,  but  if  we  should  insert  this  inquiry 
in  our  office,  he  would  endeavor  to  obtain  the  Marshal  de  Castries's 
answer. 

I  told  him,  that  in  order  to  lay  before  Congress  all  the  information 
we  could,  and  to  enable  them  to  judge  the  better  what  other  orders 
to  give  us,  or  what  other  course  to  take,  we  had  obtained  authentic 
information  from  Mr.  Bisdom  and  Mr.  Vander  Hope  concerning  die 
presents  annually  given  by  their  High  Mightinesses,  and  that  we 
should  be  very  glad  to  know  (if  it  was  not  improper)  what  was  the 
annual  amount  of  the  presents  made  by  hb  Majesty  to  each  of  those 
States,  and  in  what  articles  they  consisted.  He  said  the  King  never 
sent  diem  any  naval  or  military  stores,  but  he  sent  them  glasses  and 
other  things  of  value ;  but  that  as  it  was  not  in  his  department,  he 
could  not  give  me  particular  information,  but  that  we  might  put  this 
into  our  office  with  the  other  things. 

I  asked  if  there  was  not  a  considerable  trade  and  frequent  inter- 
course between  parts  of  thb  Kingdom  and  the  coast  of  Barbary* 
He  sdd  there  was  fixun  Marseilles  and  the  other  ports  upon  the 
Mediterranean,  but  he  thought  if  we  had  presents  to  send,  it  would 
be  more  convenient  tq  send  diem  from  Cadiz. 

I  then  asked  the  fiivor  of  his  advice,  whether,  m  our  letter  to  the 
Emperor  of  M(»occo,  we  should  leave  it  to  his  opticm  to  send  a 
Minister  to  treat  with  us  here,  or  to  wait  until  we  could  write  to 
Congress  and  to  recommend  to  them  to  send  a  Consul.  He  said  he 
would  by  no  means  advise  us  to  invite  the  Emperor  to  send  a  Minister 
here  to  treat  with  us,  because  we  must  maintam  him  here  and  bear 
all  the  expenses  of  his  voyages  and  journeys,  which  would  be  much 
more  costly  than  (ot  Congress  to  send  a  Consul. 
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But  the  Count  concluded  the  whole  conf^^nce  by  obsemng  that 
everything  relative  to  this  business  was  out  of  his  department,  and 
diat  we  must  state  to  him  in  writing  all  we  desired  to  know  or  to 
have  done,  and  he  would  convey  it  to  the  Minister  of  Marine,  and 
communicate  to  us  his  answer,  and  that  we  might  dep^dd  upon  it 
diat  whenever  we  thought  proper  to  make  any  office  to  him,  it  should 
be  carefully  attended  to. 

He  added  very  particular  inquiries  concerning  the  health  of  Dr. 
FVanklin  and  Mr.  Jefferson,  which  I  answered  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge,  and  took  my  leave. 

'With  great  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  ADAMS. 


FROM  THE   COMMISSIONERS   TO   THE    COUNT  DE   VERGENNES. 

Paasy,  March  28»  1786. 

Sir, 
We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  your  Excellency, 
dated  August  28,  1778,  a  copy  of  your  Excellency's  answer,  dated 
27th  September,  1778,  and  a  copy  of  M.  de  Sartine's  letter  to  your 
Excellency,  of  the  21st  September,  1778,  all  relative  to  a  proposed 
negotiation  with  the  States  of  Barbary.  Not  having  any  particular 
authority  or  mstructions  fix)m  Congress  at  that  time  to  treat  with  those 
States,  the  Commissioners  desisted  fix)m  any  further  pursuit  of  the 
negotiation  until  Congress  should  have  an  opportunity  to  deliberate 
and  decide  upon  it.  We  arc  now  able  to  inform  your  Excellency 
that  we  have  received  from  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
special  full  powers  to  treat  with  each  of  the  Powers  of  Baibary, 
Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  and  the  rest,  and  we  have  lately 
received  authentic  information  that  one  of  those  Powers  at  least,  the 
Emperor  of  Morcxx^o,  has  commenced  hostilities  against  the  United 
States,  by  the  capture  of  a  vessel  belonging  to  Philadelphia  by  one 
of  his  frigates,  which  has  spread  an  alarm  among  the  American 
merchants  and  mariners,  raised  the  price  of  insurance,  and  made  it 
necessary  for  us  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  fiirther  progress 
of  the  war,  as  well  as  to  procure  the  liberation  of  our  countrymoi 
who  are  made  prisoners.  As  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  go  to  Morocco, 
and  we  have  no  power  of  substitution,  we  can  do  no  more  than  write 
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a  letter  to  the  Emperor,  and  either  mvite  him  to  send  a  Mmister  or 
authorize  his  Consul  in  France  to  treat  with  us  here,  or  to  cany  on 
the  negotiation  in  writing  at  this  distance,  through  the  French  Consul 
at  Morocco,  or  propose  to  him  to  wait  until  we  can  write  to  America, 
and  Congress  can  send  a  Consul  to  the  Emperor. 

We  therefcMpe  request  the  honor  of  your  Excellency's  advice, 
which  of  these  measures  is  the  most  eligible,  and  whether  your 
Excellency,  or  the  Minister  in  whose  department  it  is,  would  do  us 
the  favor  to  transmit  a  letter  from  us  to  the  Emperor,  through  the 
French  Consul. 

Looking  over  several  treaties  between  Christian  Powers  and  the 
Barbary  States,  we  find  that  the  treaty  between  the  Crown  of 
France  and  Algiers,  of  April,  1684,  is  upon  the  point  of  expiring ; 
and  we  are  desirous  of  knowing  (if  it  is  not  improper  that  we  should 
inquire)  whether  this  treaty  is  or  is  not  likely  to  be  renewed ;  because, 
if  there  is  a  probability  of  a  war,  Congress  would  probably  prefer 
joming  m  the  war,  rather  than  to  treat  with  nations  who  so  barba- 
rously and  mhumanly  combence  hostilities  agamst  others  who  have 
done  them  no  injury. 

In  order  to  lay  before  Congress  all  the  information  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  judge  what  is  best  for  them  to  do,  we  have  obtamed 
from  Holland  a  certain  account  of  the  presents  given  annually  and 
occasionally  by  the  States  General  to  the  Barbary  Powers,  and  have 
taken  measures,  which  promise  success,  for  procuring  similar  intelli- 
gence from  other  Christian  States,  and,  if  there  is  no  impropriety  ia 
the  request,  we  should  desire  to  be  informed  what  is  the  annual 
amount  of  the  presents  given  by  France  to  each  of  those  States,  and 
in  what  articles  they  usually  consist. 

We  have  the  further  honor  to  propose  to  your  Excellency,  that  his 
Majesty^s  good  offices  and  mterpositicni  may  be  employed  with  the 
Emperor,  in  order  to  provide,  as  fiiUy  as  possible,  for  the  convenience 
and  safety  of  those  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  their  vessels  and 
effects,  who  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be,  in  captivity  in  Morocco, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce. 

With  the  highest  respect,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
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[The  three  following  papers,  alluded  to  in  the  beginnmg  <^  the 
precedmg  letter,  are  inserted  here,  because  they  serve  to  shew  in  one 
point  of  view  all  the  transactions  respecting  the  Barbary  Powers,  and 
because  they  were  made  use  of  on  the  present  occasion,  as  the  basb 
for  recommencmg  a  correspondence  on  the  subject  with  the  Court  of 
Versailles.] 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  United  States  of 
America  to  M.le  Comie  de  Vergennes,  dated  Passy,  August  28, 
1778. 

By  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  his  Majesty  has 
engaged  to  employ  his  good  offices  and  interposition  with  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  the  Regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunb,  Tripdi, 
and  the  other  Powers  on  the  coast  of  Barbary,  m  order  to  provide, 
as  fully  as  possible,  for  the  convenience  and  safety  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States,  and  their  vessels  and  effects,  agamst  all  violence, 
insult,  attacks,  or  depredations  on  the  part  of  the  said  Princes  and 
States  of  Barbary  and  their  subjects. 

We  have  received  mformation  that  there  are  already  American 
vesseb  in  Italy  desirous  of  retummg  home ;  and  that  there  are  mer- 
chants in  Italy  desirous  of  entering  into  the  American  trade,  but  that 
an  apprehension  of  danger  fix>m  the  corsairs  of  Barbary  is  a 
discouragement.  We  therefore  request  your  Excellency's  attention 
to  this  case,  and  such  assbtance  irom  hb  Majesty's  good  offices  as 
was  intended  by  the  treaty. 


rnoM  COUNT  de  vergennes  to  the  comassioNERS. 
Translation. 

Versailles,  September  27,  1778. 
Gentlemen, 

In  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me  the  20th 

of  last  month,  you  recall  the  prombe  which  the  King  made  in  the 

eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  friendship  and  conunerce,  signed  the 

6th  February  last,  to  employ  his  good  offices  with  the  Regencies  of 

Barbary  to  procure  for  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  every 

security  in  the  Mediterranean  for  their  commerce  and  navigation.    I 

have  ccHnmunicated  your  request  to  M.  de  Sartine,  to  whose  depart- 
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ment  this  saligect  belongs,  and  you  will  find  by  this  Minister's 
answer,  a  copy  of  which  you  have  enclosed,  that  he  thinks  it  well 
founded.  But  before  the  orders  of  the  King  are  taken  in  this 
respect,  be  requires  several  ecbrircUsements. 

I  request  of  you,  gentlemen,  to  address  them  to  me,  and  to  be 
beforehand  assured  that  the  King  will  very  willingly  do  whatever  is 
in  his  power  to  satisfy  the  United  States,  and  to  rendw  their  wishes 
approved  of  by  the  Princes  of  Barbary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DE  VERGENNES. 


rnOM  M.  D£  SARTINE  TO  M.  THE  COUNT  DE  VEBGENNES. 

Translation. 

Versailles,  September  31 » 1T78. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  to  me 
the  5th  of  this  month  to  inform  me  of  the  commission  which  the 
deputies  of  the  United  States  of  North  America  have  given  you,  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  the  King  to  take  the  necessary  measures 
with  the  Regencies  of  Barbary  to  fulfil  the  engagements  which  he 
has  made  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  February  of 
this  year.  I  have  examined  this  article,  and  find  that  the  King  has 
promised  to  employ  his  good  o&ces  with  the  King  of  Morocco  and 
the  Princes  of  Barbary,  to  provide  as  extensively  as  possible  for  the 
advantage,  convenience,  and  security  of  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States,  and  their  vessels  and  cargoes,  against  all  violence/  insult, 
attack,  or  depredation  bom  the  Barbarian  Princes  and  their  sub- 
jects. 

After  these  engagements,  it  seems  to  me  proper  to  think  of  the 
means  to  realize  them,  notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  which 
appear  to  be  in  the  way.  But  before  the  plan  we  may  adopt  is 
presented  to  the  King,  it  appears  necessary  to  be  assured  of  the  true 
inclinations  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  those  steps 
they  desire  to  be  taken  on  the  part  of  France. 

Are  the  United  States  of  America  determined  to  conclude  treaties 
with  the  Princes  of  Barbary,  or  do  they  only  wish  that  we  should 
employ  our  good  offices  to  make  their  flag  respected  by  the  Powers 
of  Afi^a  ?    This  last  matter  we  can  never  obtam,  or  if  by  chance 
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we  should  jHKX^ure  from  some  of  them  the  privilege  of  trade  for  the 
United  States,  their  permission  would  be  but  deceitful,  momentary, 
and  very  precarious ;  and  it  would  undoubtedly  expose  us,  without 
being  of  the  least  service  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States.  The 
Alg^rines  particulariy  would  never  respect  the  flag  of  the  United 
States,  without  they  received  considerable  advantages.  Tou  know 
too  well,  sir,  the  character  of  the  barbarians,  and  the  policy  of  their 
Government,  not  to  see  the  inutility  and  dangerous  consequences  of 
such  an  overture. 

It  would  be  less  difficult,  perhaps,  to  engage  them  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  to 
conclude  treaties  with  this  new  Power.  It  is  necessary  first  to  know 
what  may  be  the  mstructions  of  the  deputies  of  Congress,  and 
whether  they  are  authorized  to  enter  into  negotiations  with  the 
Princes  of  Afirica,  through  the  interposition  of  France.  If  Congress 
has  this  design,  I  can  then  take  the  cnrders  of  the  King  to  give  his 
deputies  instructions  how  to  enter  upon  a  negotiation  with  the 
Sovereigns  of  Barbary ;  and  we,  sir,  can  concert  measures  that  may 
be  effectually  employed  to  obtain  the  end  proposed,  without  hazard- 
ing our  own  interests  for  those  of  the  United  States.  This  negotia- 
tion  will  be  long  and  difficult,  but  I  will  neglect  nothing  to  secure 
its  success,  if  the  Congress  is  determined  on  it,  and  you  think  that 
the  <<  King  b  engaged  to  favor  it."  I  shall  wait  your  answer  before 
I  make  any  overture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  SARTINE. 


FROM  THE  COUNT  DE  VERGENNES  TO  THE  COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

VereaiUes,  April  28,  1784. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  communicated  to  M.  Marshal  de  Castries  all  the  papers 
which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  respecting  the 
Barbary  Regencies,  and  I  cannot  do  better  than  send  you  a  copy 
herewith  of  the  answers  which  this  Minister  made  to  me  on  this 
subject. 
I  have  the  honor,  gentlemen,  to  be,  &c., 

DE  VERGENNES. 
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Copjf  of  the  Letter  from  M.  Marshal  de  Castr%e$  to  the  Count  de 
Vergetmes  at  Versailles. 

Translation. 

April  34, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write 
the  21st  instant^  and  the  different  pieces  which  accompanied  it. 

I  have  perused  them  with  attention,  and  I  hasten  to  let  you  know, 
as  you  desire,  my  opinions  on  the  questions  proposed  by  the  American 
Minbters. 

I  begm  by  informing  you  that  about  three  weeks  since  they  have 
been  fiirnished  with  extensive  instructions  of  the  contributions  and 
presents  of  the  Christian  Powers,  and  of  the  value  and  species  of  - 
those  which  France  has  made  them  for  purposes  of  State.  It 
remains  for  Congress  to  judge  whether  a  good  understanding  with 
the  Barbarians  is  worth  the  sacrifice,  without  which  it  would  be 
superfluous  to  pretend  to  it.  Should  they  happen  to  obtain  it  from 
the  Kmg  of  Morocco  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers,  Tunb  and  Tripoli 
would  easily  follow  their  example,  and  certainly  at  less  expense. 

The  particular  aflfair  which  they  have  had  with  Morocco  seems 
to  invite  them  to  begin  with  that  Power ;  and,  of  the  three  modes 
which  they  propose,  I  only  think  the  last  advisable. 

The  King  of  Morocco  supports  no  authorized  Consul  in  France ; 
and  besides  his  pretensions  to  being  sought  after,  I  doubt  whether 
he  would  cons^t  to  send  a  Minister  to  meet  those  of  the  United  States. 
Thb  proceeding  would  be  inej£cacious,  and  the  agent  would  not  have 
sufficient  power  to  conclude  a  treaty  or  a  solid  arrangement.  The 
same  would  be  the  consequence  of  a  negotiation  carried  on  by 
writing.  It  remains,  then,  to  propose  to  the  King  of  Morocco  to 
wait  until  they  can  have  advised  Congress  to  send  him  a  Consul.  I 
will  willbgly  charge  myself  with  die  care  of  forwarding  their  letter 
to  thb  Prince;  and  the  officer  of  the  King  shall  have  orders  to  render 
every  service  in  hb  power  to  the  American  prisoners  until  the 
negotiation  shall  actually  be  set  on  foot.  Whenever  Ae  thirteen 
United  States  shall  have  entered  thereon,  they  may  rely  on  the 
interposition  and  assistance  of  hb  Majesty's  Consul.  I  see,  with 
pleasure,  that  they  have  already  procured  those  of  his  Catholic 
Majesty,  whose  powerful  influence  will  be  infinitely  useful  to  them. 
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When  our  trea^  with  Algiers  shall  expire,  we  shall  desire  to 
renew  it,  and  even  may  flatter  oursdves  to  be  able  to  do  it  without 
any  difficulty.  But  should  any  occur  that  must  be  surmounted,  the 
King  is  accustomed  to  use  bo  foreign  interventions  to  establish  or 
preserve  the  good  understanding  which  it  suits  him  to  maintain  with 
the  Barbary  Powers. 

As  to  the  rest,  sir,  you  can  assure  the  American  Ministers  that 
they  will  always  find  the  King  inclined  to  favor  their  negotiations  with 
these  States ;  and  on  all  occasions  to  assist  them  with  hb  cares  and 
offices,  which  he  would  render  them,  though  he  were  not  engaged  by 
the  convention  they  clum.  But,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  necessaiy 
that  they  adopt  measures  of  similar  execution. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  I  have  precisely  answered  all  the  points  of  the 
letter  which  Messrs.  Adams,  Franklin,  and  Jefferson  have  written  to 
you,  and  to  every  thbg  essential  contained  in  the  pieces  whid} 
accompanied  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  originals,  &c.,  i 

DE  CASTRIES. 


FROM  THK   DUKS   OF   DORSET  TO  THE   COICMISSIONE&S. 

Paris,  March  S6, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 

Having  communicated  to  my  Court  the  readmess  you  expressed 

m  your  letter  to  me  of  the  9th  of  December,  to  remove  to  London, 

for  the  purpose  of  treating  upon  such  points  as  may  materkdly 

concern  the  interests,  both  political  and  commeicial,  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ammca ;  and  having,  at  the  same  time,  represented  that  you 

declared  yourselves   to   be   folly  authorized   and   empowered  to 

negotiate,  I  have  been,  m  answer  thereto,  instructed  to  learn  fix>m 

you,  gentlemen,  what  is  the  real  nature  of  the  powers  with  which 

you  are  invested,  whether  you  are  merely  commissioned  by  Congress, 

or  whether  you  have  received  separate  powers  fix)m  the  respective 

States.    A  committee  of  NorA  American  merchants  have  waited 

upon  his  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  (or  Fcnreign  Affiurs,  ta 

express  how  anxiously  they  wished  to  be  informed  i^^poft  tins  sabject, 

repeated  experience  having  taught  them  in  particular,  as  well  as  the 

public  m  general,  how  little  the  authority  of  Congress  could  avail  in 

any  respect,  where  the  interests  of  any  one  individual  State  was 
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even  concerned,  and  particularly  so  where  the  concerns  of  that  par- 
ticular State  might  be  supposed  to  militate  against  such  resolutions 
as  Congress  might  think  proper  to  adopt. 

The  apparent  determination  of  the  respective  States  to  regulate 
dieir  own  separate  interests,  renders  it  absolutely  necessary  towards 
fomung  a  permanent  system  of  commerce,  that  my  Court  should  be 
informed  how  &r  the  Commissioners  can  be  duly  authorized  to  enter 
into  any  engagements  with  Great  Britain,  which  it  may  not  be  in 
the  power  of  any  one  of  the  States  to  render  totally  fruitless  and 
ineffectual. 

I  have  die  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DORSET. 


TROM  THE    C0MM]S8I0N£R8  TO  THC   DUKE   OT   DORSET. 

Passy,  near  Paris,  May  16, 1785. 

My  Lord  Duke, 
We  received,  m  due  time,  the  letter  which  your  Ghrace  did  us  the 
honor  to  write  us  on  the  26th  day  of  March  last,  and  have  delayed 
the  acknowledgment  of  it,  in  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  the  packets, 
by  which  we  hoped  for  further  instructions  fiom  Congress. 

We  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  your  Grace  that  Congress,  on 
the  24th  day  of  February  last,  appointed  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  reside  at  the  Court  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  who  proposes  to 
proceed  to  London  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  weeks;  ^hicb 
makes  a  more  particular  answer  unnecessary. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKUN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


TITTH   REPORT   OF   THE    COBIMISSIONERS    TO    CONGRESS,    ADDRESSED 
TO  JOHN  JAT,   SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 

Paris,  April  13, 1785. 
Sir, 
Our  letter  to  you  the  18th  day  of  March,  with  those  preceding, 
which  we  had  addressed  to  the  President  of  Congress,  have  con- 
veyed exact  details  of  our  transactions  till  that  time.    Since  the 
making  of  that  despatch  the  following  proceedings  have  taken  place. 

The  letter.  No.  1,  from  Mr.  Carmichael  to  Dr.  Franklin,  dated 
February  27th,  1784,  (instead  of  1785,)  will  ^priae  you  that  Aere 
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is  a  prospect  of  Mr.  Hartweirs  regaining  his  liberty  and  property, 
though  not  without  some  delay  and  probably  some  loss. 

The  same  letter  will  inform  you  of  Mr.  Carmichael's  proceedings 
in  the  case  of  the  brig  Betsy^  taken  by  the  Emperor  of  M(»occo, 
and  the  papers  which  accompanied  that  letter,  marked  No.  1  a,  b, 
c,  d,  e,  f,  g,  will  show  the  process  in  that  busmess  to  the  15th  of 
January  last,  and  a  subsequent  communication  from  Mr.  Carmichady 
marked  No.  2,  being  a  letter  from  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  to 
him,  dated  March  16th,  1785,  will  show  its  situation  at  that  time. 

With  this  last  Mr.  Carmichael  also  sent  us  the  papers,  No.  3,  a 
and  b,  the  first  being  a  letter  from  a  spy  employed  by  the  Spanish 
Court,  a  holy  father  of  the  order  of  Redemption  of  Captives,  and  the 
second  a  statement  made  out  by  the  Algerines  firom  February  1st, 
1777,  to  September  8th,  1783,  the  revolution  it  underwent  during 
that  period,  the  number  of  cruizes  they  made,  prizes  they  took,  and 
the  nations  frt)m  whom  taken.  While  these  give  a  smaller  idea  than 
bad  been  entertained  of  this,  the  most  formidable  of  the  piratical 
States,  the  following  papers,  marked  No.  4  a,  b,  c,  d,  e,  f,  g,  h,  i,  j, 
k,  1,  m,  n,  o,  p,  q,  will  show  that  the  price  of  their  peace  is  high^ 
than  the  information  heretofore  communicated  had  given  us  reason 
to  expect.  The  paper.  No.  4  a,  is  a  lett^  from  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  to  whose  means  of  access  to  the  depositories  of  this  species 
of  information,  and  his  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  we 
are  indebted  for  the  intelligence  it  contained,  as  well  as  for  the 
report  No.  4  b,  and  the  details,  No.  4  c,  d,  e,  f,  g,  h,  i,  j,  k,  1,  m, 
n>  o,  p,  q.  From  these  it  will  appear  that  Powers  which,  like 
France  and  England,  can  combme  the  terror  of  a  great  naval  force, 
with  the  persuasive  of  pecuniary  tribute,  yet  give  occasionally  as  far 
as  fifteen  thousand  guineas  to  Morocco,  which  holds  but  the  second 
rank  amongst  these  States.  This  information  is  still  very  incom- 
plete, giving  only  a  view  of  detached  parts  of  the  transactions 
between  the  European  and  African  Powers,  it  will  contribute,  how- 
ever, with  what  we  have  formerly  laid  beforo  Congress,  to  enable 
them  to  form  some  estimate  of  what  will  be  required  fix>m  a  people 
possessing  so  weak  a  navy  and  so  rich  a  commerce  as  we  do. 
These  rovers  will  calculate  the  worth  of  the  prizes  they  may 
expect  to  take  fix)m  us  in  the  Mediterranean  and  in  the  Atlantic, 
and  makbg  some  allowance  for  the  expense  and  losses  they  will 
incur  in  these  enterprises,  they  will  adjust  their  demand  by  the 
result,  regarding  little  the  representations  we  may  make  of  our 
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poverty.  They  count  highly,  too,  amcmg  the  motives  which  will » 
induce  us  to  give  a  good  price,  the  horrors  we  feel  on  the  idea  of 
our  countrymen  being  reduced  to  slavery  by  them.  Some  of  the 
European  merchants,  and  perhaps  Consuls  resident  with  them,  will, 
probctbly,  not  be  backward  in  supplying  their  want  of  knowledge  as 
to  the  extent  and  nature  of  our  commerce  and  the  degree  of  protec- 
tion we  are  able  to  afford  it.  We  have  been  many  days  in  expecta- 
tion of  the  arrival  of  the  French  packet,  which  should  have  sailed 
from  New  York  the  middle  of  February,  havmg  been  informed  that 
as  early  as  December  Congress  had  referred  sundry  foreign  affairs  to 
the  consideration  of  a  committee,  and  that  the  packet  arrived  at 
New  York,  January  17,  which  conveyed  our  letter  of  November, 
with  a  detail  of  the  situation  m  which  their  business  was  on  this 
side  the  Adantic.  We  hope  that  the  packet  sailmg  a  inonth  after- 
wards, ahd  now  expected  here,  nvill  bring  us  fturther  instructions. 
In  the  meantime,  the  situation  of  our  trade  rendered  it  necessary  to 
admit  as  litde  delay  as  possible  with  the  Barbary  Powers.  We 
therefore  thought  it  best  to  put  that  business  into  train.  For  this 
purpose  we  resumed  a  correspondence  which  had  formerly  taken 
place  between  the  American  Commbsioners  and  this  Court,  copies 
of  which  are  herewith  given  in  the  papers  marked  No.  5  a,  b,  &&c. 
Tlie  want  of  money  aQd  of  powers  had  discontinued  this  correspond- 
ence. We  thought  it  a  proper  ground,  however,  whereon  to  found 
applications  to  this  Court  for  their  aid  in  the  treaties  which  may 
now  be  proposed.  Mr.  Adams  accordingly  waited  on  the  Count  de 
Vergennes,  with  copies  of  that  correspondence,  (his  colleagues  being 
prevented  by  indisposition  from  accompanying  him  on  that  occasion.) 
No.  5  is  his  report  of  what  passed,  and  No.  5  a,  e,  copy  of  the 
letter  we  addressed  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  according  to  his 
desire.  To  this  no  answer  has  as  yet  been  received.  We  propose 
to  make  no  actual  overtures  to  the  Barbaiy  States  till  the  arrival  of 
the  packet  now  expected,  which  we  suppose  will  convey  us  the 
ultimate  will  of  Congress  on  this  subject. 

A  similar  expectation  of  new  information  and  instructions  front 
Congress  as  to  our  affairs  with  the  British  Court,  suspend,  till  the- 
arrival  of  this  packet,  our  taking  any  measures  in  consequence  of  the 
enclosed  letter.  No.  6,  from  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  the  British  Am- 
bassador at  thb  Court.  That  thdr  definitive  answer  must  be  required 
as  to  the  articles  in  our  instructions,  distinct  from  the  treaty  of 
Vol.  I.— 37 
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commerce,  admits  of  no  question ;  but  as  to  the  doubts  they  pretend, 
and  the  ^formation  they  ask,  with  respect  to  the  powers  of  Congress, 
we  do  not  decide  what  we  shall  say  or  do  till  we  see  whether  we 
receive  by  this  conveyance  any  new  instructions. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


TROM  M.   FAVI  TO  THS   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

PariB,  Augiist  ^,  1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  project  of  a  treaty,  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to 
me,  in  the  month  of  last  December,  and  which  you  proposed  to  his 
Royal  Highness,  my  Lord  the  Archduke,  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany, 
my  master,  was  too  confoQnable  to  his  principles  not  to  be  acceded  to. 

This  Prince,  after  having  had  it  under  his  consideration,  has 
determined  to  accept  it ;  and  it  is  by  his  order  that  I  have  the  honor 
to  communicate  to  you  the  accompanying  translation.  There  are 
some  amendments  which  do  not  change  the  substance  of  the 
convention,  but  which  local  circumstances,  and  the  regulations  of 
the  country,  which  all  nations  must  respect,  render  indispensable. 
ITou  will  see,  gentlemen,  that  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  will  be  treated  in  every  case  at  Leghorn  as  the  most  favored 
nation,  and  that  they  will  consequently  enjoy  all  the  advantages 
which  are  granted  to  others.  We  ask  the  same  conditions  and 
reciprocity  for  Tuscany.  Thus  a  basis  of  a  trea^  could  not  be 
adopted  on  a  more  perfect  equality  than  this. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fcc,  FA VI, 

CKargi  d^  Affaires  of  Tu$cany. 


FROM  BARON  THULEMEIER  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

The  Ha^e,  May  3, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 

The  orders  of  the  King,  which  I  have  just  received,  enable  me  to 

give  you  the  explanations  you  required  of  me  in  the  letter  you  have 
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done  me  the  honor  to  write,  bearing  date  March  14th  of  the  present 
year.  His  Majesty  approves  the  19th  article  as  it  was  last  drawn  up : 
«  That  armed  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  nations  will  be  allowed  to 
« enter,  with  the  prizes  taken  fix)m  their  enemies,  into  the  ports  of  the 
'other,  to  depart  freely  or  sell  them  there." 

He  flatters  himself  that  the  United  States  will  appreciate  this 
condescension,  and  will  perceive  the  desire  of  his  Majesty  to  give 
them  proofs  of  friendship,  inasmuch  as  he  does  not  equip  cruising 
vessels,  and  that  consequently  his  subjects  are  not  enabled  to  make 
prizes  at  sea. 

His  Majesty  is  also  willing  to  let  the  clause'  added  to  the  19th 
article  remain :  "  That  no  vessels  which  shall  have  made  prizes  on  the 

<  subjects  of  hb  most  Christian  Majesty,  shall  find  an  asylum  in  the 

<  ports  or  havens  of  the  United  States." 

Hb  Majesty  consents  also  that  the  4th  article  may  be  drawn  up  as 
it  b  proposed  to  me  by  the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  in  the  letter 
abovementioned,  except  that  the  words  subjects  and  citizens^  which 
are  found  in  the  counter-project,  maybe  restored  in  lieu  of  the  words 
persons  or  of  e<u:h  and  every  one;  and  that  the  following  passage  will 
be  omitted:  '^That  the  present  ardcle  shall  not  work  to  the  dis- 
*  advantage  of  the  laws  of  the  city  of  Konigsberg,  which  prohibit 
'  commerce  between  foreigners  within  its  jurisdiction ;"  the  transit 
duty  of  the  city  of  Konigsberg  having  only  been  quoted  to  illustrate 
and  to  show  the  necessity  of  the  general  clause  of  the  2d  and  3d 
articles,  it  being,  nevertheless,  submitted  to  the  laws  and  usages 
established  there. 

I  congratulate  myself,  gentlemen,  that  I  may  consider  the  negotia- 
tion, for  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  treat  with  you,  as  nearly 
ended.  The  United  States  of  America  will  certainly  consider  the 
readiness  with  which  the  £mg  has  yielded  to  the  different  alterations 
of  the  projected  treaty  of  commerce,  as  an  additional  motive  to  protect 
and  favor  the  trade  and  ties  which  the  subjects  of  hb  Majesty  may 
form  with  the  citizens  of  the  Republic. 

It  only  remains  with  me,  gentiemen,  to  submit  to  you  whether  it 

would  not  be  proper  to  cause  the  treaty  to  be  transcribed,  so  that 

after  being  signed  by  us,  it  may  be  exchanged  with  the  usual  forms, 

according  to  our  powers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  THULEMEBER- 
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FEOM  THE   COmaSSIONiiRS   TO  BABON  THULEMEIER« 

Pusy,  Mfiy  36, 1785. 
Sir, 

We  receiyed  the  letter  you  did  us  the  honor  of  writing  to  us  the 
3d  instant,  and  are  happy  to  find  that  all  points  of  the  proposed 
treaty  being,  through  the  King's  goodness  and  oondescension,  now 
agreed,  nodiing  remains  but  to  transcribe  it  fairly,  and  to  sign  and 
exchange  the  copies,  according  to  our  powers  and  the  usual  ibnns. 
But  the  signature  of  at  least  two  of  our  number  bemg  necessary,  and 
Mr.  A(kms  being  called  away  by  hb  mission  to  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  and  another  of  us  rendered  unable,  by  age  and  a  painfid 
malady,  to  perform  a  land  journey,  there  b  difficulty  in  meeting  with 
your  Excellency  for  the  purpose,  either  at  any  intermediate  place, 
or  at  that  of  your  residence,  (which,  in  respect  to  the  King,  we 
might  otherwbe  willingly  do,)  we,  therefore,  propose  it  for  your 
consideration,  whether,  though  not  usual,  the  act  would  not  be 
equally  valid  if,  in  case  it  should  not  suit  you  to  come  to  Paris, 
(where,  however,  we  should  be  ^ad  to  see  you,)  we  were  to  sign 
separately  the  instruments,  dating  our  respective  signatures  with  time 
and  place,  and  exchanging  them  by  some  confidential  person  who 
might  deliver  to  you  that  which  shall  be  signed  by  us,  to  be  there 
signed  and  kept  by  you,  and  receive  that  signed  by  you,  which  we 
can  afteiwards  sign  here.  We  request  your  opinion  and  determina- 
tion, and  are,  with  great  respect,  sir^  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS-  JEFFERSON. 

P.  S.  We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  treaty  as  we 
understand  it  to  be  settied,  and  to  propose  that  the  blank  in  the  last 
article  for  its  contiuance  shall  be  filled  up  with  the  number  ten. 


TROM  BABON  D£   THULESEIER  TO  THE  COMMISSIONEBS. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  Jane  17»  1785. 
Gendemen, 

I  received,  on  the  4th  instant,  the  letter  you  have  honored  me 

with,  bearing  date  May  26th.    My  first  care  has  been  to  cause  the 

annexed  treaty  to  be  translated  mto  the  English  language,  and  to 
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traBsmIt  it  to  my  Court.  The  King  will  certainly  learn  with  much 
satisfaction  that  the  negotiation  which  has  been  confided  to  us  has 
reached  such  a  pomt  that  there  b  nothmg  left  to  be  done  but  to 
cause  the  treaty  to  be  engrossed  in  the  usual  form.  If  you  are 
^'^^^Uing?  gentlemen,  the  exchange  which  you  propose  to  be  made  by 
a  confid^itial  person  might,  in  consideration  of  the  distance  between 
your  actual  residence  and  that  of  Mr.  Adams  and  mine^  be  made  at 
the  Hague  by  Mr.  Dumas,  Charge  d' Affiures  of  the  United  States  of 
America* 

I  have  communicated  this  to  the  Sang,  and  have  besides  this 
informed  his  Majesty  that  you  proposed,  gentiemen^  to  fix  the  dura- 
tion of  thef  treaty  to  the  term  of  ten  years.  I  anticipate  for  your 
country  and  mine  many  liasting  advantages  from  these  new  commer- 
cial ties,  established  on  the  basis  of  reciprocal  duties  and  perfect 
eijaali^.  I  should  have  desired  to  be  able  to  assure  you  verbally 
that  I  never  will  cease  to  be,  with  sentiments  of  high  considerar 
lidD,  &c.y 

DE  THULEMEIER. 


SIXTH  REPORT  TO  CONGRESS,  ADDRESSED  TO  JOHN  JAT,  SECRETARY 
FOR  FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 

Paris,  May  11, 1785. 
Sir, 

Our  last  letter  to  you  was  dated  April  13th,  1785,  and  went  by 

the  packet  of  that  month  firom  L'Orient*    Since  that  date  the  letter 

No*  1  a^  directed  to  Dr.  Franklin,  enclosing  those  marked  No.  1  b, 

&c.,  and  also  the  paper  No.  2,  have  come  to  hand.    These  relate 

to  supplies  furnished  l^  Mr.  Harrison  to  the  crew  of  the  ship  Betsy, 

taken  by  the  Emperor  of  Mkurocco,  on  which  subject  Congress  will 

be  pleased  to  make  known  their  pleasure  to  Mr.  Harrison  or  Mr. 

Carmichael.    They  relate,  further,  to  the  general  afl^rs  of  the 

Barbary  States.     A  letter  from  the  Marshal  de  Castries,  forwarded 

to  us  by  the  Count  de  Y  ergennes,  as  marked  No.  3  a,  b,  will  shew 

the  opinion  of  that  Minister  on  the  best  method  of  conducting  a 

treaty  with  those  States,  as  we  are  yet  uninstructed  from  what  sources 

to  call  for  the  moneys  necessary  for  conducting  and  concluding 

treaties  with  them,  and  no  steps  can  be  taken  without  cash  in  hand ; 

we  wait  orders  on  this  subject,  and  in  the  meantime  wish  to  keep 

matters  with  the  Eknperor  of  Morocco  suspended  in  their  present 
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state.  The  attention  of  Congress  will  have  been  caUed  to  this 
circumstance  by  our  letter  of  November  11  th,  and  several  letters 
subsequent  to  that  date. 

As  it  is  always  well  to  know  the  dispositions  of  our  neighbors,  we 
enclose  the  letter  No.  4,  from  a  refugee  of  Louisiana  to  Dr.  Frank- 
lin. It  contams,  moreover,  a  proposition  for  the  c<msid«ration  of 
Congress. 

No  5,  a  and  b,  are  a  counts  project,  with  a  letter  covering  it, 
from  the  Charge  d' Affiiires  of  Tuscany  at  this  Courts  as  some  of  the 
alterations  of  our  draft  which  the  counter  project  proposes  requires 
explanations,  these  have  been  desired  and  obtamed  m  verbal  confer^ 
ences  with  M.  Favi.  In  consequence  of  these,  we  shall  inmiediately 
communicate  to  him  in  writing  our  dbpositions  on  the  several  parts 
of  it. 

The  letter  No.  6,  from  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  received  the  9th 
instant,  contains  the  decisicms  of  the  King  of  Prussia  oa  our  last 
propositions.  We  shall  close  with  him  on  the  ground  established  in 
the  several  papers  which  have  passed  between  us,  and  take  imme- 
diate measures  for  putting  the  last  hand  to  this  treaty. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


TROM  THE   COMMISSIONEBS  TO  M.  FAVI. 

Passy,  June  6, 1785. 
Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  herewith  our  sentiments  on  the 
counter  draft  of  the  treaty  proposed  to  be  established  between  his 
Royal  Highness  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  and  the  United  States 
of  America.  You  will  therein  perceive  that  we  agree  to  most  of  the 
changes  proposed  by  the  counter  draft.  Some  of  them  we  wish  to 
modify,  and  on  others  we  offer  reasons  we  hope  will  be  satis&ctory 
to  your  Court.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  diat  we  meet  its  dispoations 
to  promote  by  this  establishment  the  friendship  and  happiness  of  the 
two  nations.    ^  , 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  M.  FATI  TO  THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  received,  with  your  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 
write  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  the  observations  which  it  encloses  on 
the  alterations  which  the  Court  of  Tuscany  has  made  in  some 
articles  of  the  treaty,  which  you  proposed  to  it 

I  shall  forward  them  to  it  immediately,  and  shall  have  the  honor 
to  inform  you  in  due  season  of  the  answer  which  I  shall  receive, 
presuming  that  the  Court  will  be  for  concluding  this  convention, 
which  cannot  but  be  useful  to  the  two  countries. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  &c.,  FAVI. 


OBSERVATIONS  ON  THE  ALTERATIONS  PROPOSED  ON  THE  PART  OF 
HIS  ROTAL  HIGHNESS  THE  GRAND  DUKE  OF  TUSCANY,  IN  THE 
ARTICLES  OF  A  TREATY  OFFERED  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF 
THE   UNITED    STATES   OF    AMERICA. 

We  agree  that  the  second  and  third  articles  shall  stand  with  the 
changes  proposed,  as  follows.: 

Article  IL  The  subjects  of  hb  Royal  Highness  may  frequent 
all  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
reside  and  trade  therein,  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufactures,  and 
merchandize,  without  exception  of  any,  and  shall  pay,  within  the 
said  United  States,  no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges,  and  fees 
whatsoever,  and  shall  be  obliged  to  observe  no  other  or  stricter  for- 
raalides,  restrictions,  or  cautions,  than  the  most  favored  European 
nations  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  and  observe ;  and  they  shall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  for  their  persons  and 
property,  and  in  navigation  and  commerce,  which  the  most  favored 
European  nation  does  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  IIL  In  hke  manner  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  may  frequent  the  coasts  and  countries  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany,  and  reside  and  trade  therem,  m  all 
sorts  of  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize,  without  exception 
of  any,  and  shall  pay,  in  the  dominions  of  his  said  Royal  Highness, 
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no  other  or  greater  duties,  charges,  and  fees  whatsoever,  and  Aall  be 
obliged  to  observe  no  other  or  stricter  formalities,  regulations,  or 
cautions,  than  the  most  favored  European  nations  are  or  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  and  observe;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights, 
privileges,  and  exemptions  for  their  persons  and  property,  and  in 
navigation  and  commerce,  which  the  most  favored  European  nation 
does  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  IV.  We  accede  to  the  alterations  proposed  6yt  the  4tfa 
article,  but  we  wish  then  to  add  two  modifications  to  that  artble 
which  aeem  equally  necessary  and  prop^  for  both  parties.  1st. 
That  each  party  reserve  a  power  to  prohibit  absolutely,  within  their 
own  territories,  the  exportatkn  or  importation  of  any  particular 
commodity,  when  necessity  or  reasons  of  State  require  it.  As,  tar 
instance,  the  exportation  of  grain  when  a  fiunine  prevails  or  is  appr^ 
bended,  or  the  importation  of  any  particular  manufacture  which 
either  party  wishes  to  encourage  at  home  by  excludmg  what  would 
come  from  abroad.  It  is  only  necessary  in  these  cases  to  provide 
that  the  moment  such  exportation  or  importation  is  allowed  to  any 
persons  at  all,  it  shall  be  permitted  to  the  other  party  also.  The 
second  modification  is,  that  where  any  nation  restrains  the  trans^ 
portation  of  commodities  to  the  vessels  of  the  State  of  which  they 
are  the  produce,  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  establish  agamst 
that  nation  retaliating  restraints.  We  therefore  {uropose  that  the  4lh 
article,  with  the  alterations  ofiered  on  the  other  part,  and  the  modifi- 
cations abovementioned,  shall  stand  in  this  form : 

Article  IV.  More  especially  each  party  shall  have  a  ri^t  to 
carry  any  kinds  of  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandiae,  c^ 
whatever  place  they  be  the  growth  or  manufacture,  in  their  own  c» 
any  other  vessels,  to  any  parts  of  the  dommions  of  the  odier,  where 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  all  persons  fireely  to  purchase  them,  and  thence 
to  take  produce,  manu&ctures,  and  merchandize  of  whatever  j^ace 
or  growth,  which  all  persons  shall  m  like  manner  be  firee  to  sell  them, 
paying  in  both  cases  such  duties,  charges,  and  fees,  and  obs^ring 
such  formalities,  regulations,  and  cautions  only  as  are  or  shall  be 
paid  or  observed  by  the  most  favored  European  na^n.  Never^ 
theless,  his  Royal  Highness  and  the  United  States,  and  each  of  them> 
reserve  to  themselves  the  right,  where  any  nation  restrains  the  trans- 
portation of  merchandize  to  the  vessels  of  the  country  of  which  it  is 
the  growth,  produce,  oat  manufacture,  to  establish  against  such  nation 
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retaliating  reguIatioDs^  and  also  the  right  to  prohibit,  in  their  respective 
countries,  the  importation  and  exportation  of  all  merchandize  what* 
soever,  when  reasons  of  State  shall  require  it  In  this  case  the 
subjects  or  citizens  of  the  contracting  parties  shall  not  import  or 
export  the  merchandizes  prohibited  by  the  other.  But  whenever 
one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits  any  other  nation,  or  its  own 
citizens  or  subjects,  to  import  or  export  the  same  merchandize,  ^ 
citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  same 
liberty. 

Akticle  V.  Tfab  article  had  in  view  to  authorize  the  merchants 
on  each  side  to  ^nploy,  1st,  what  persons  they  please,  and  2d,  what 
vessels  they  please,  in  the  transaction  of  their  business,  lading  and 
unlading  their  ships.  The  Tuscan  regulations  of  commerce  having 
T^odered  it  necessary  as  to  the  first  object  to  add  a  proviso  <'  that  the 
person  so  employed  be  thereto  authorized;"  and  agam,  <<that  they 
should  use  the  public  porters  in  places  where  they  are  or  shall  be 
established."  It  is  apprehended  that  these  restrictions!  of  the  first 
branch  of  the  article  are  so  broad  as  to  leave  very  little  for  it  to 
operate  on,  while  at  the  same  time  it  might  in  some  cases  produce 
embarrassment  and  contrary  constructicMis.  It  is  therefore  proposed 
to  omit  altogether  what  relates  to  the  perscms  to  be  employed,  and 
retain  only  what  relates  to  vessels,  so  that  this  article  may  stand 
thus: 

AxncLE  V.  The  merchants,  commanders  <^  vessels,  or  other 
subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party,  shall  not,  within  the  ports  or 
jurisdiction  of  the  other,  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  merchandize 
into  any  other  vesseb,  or  to  receive  them  into  their  own,  or  to  wait 
fx  their  being  loaded  longer  than  they  please. 

Abticle  VI.  The  additions  proposed  to  this  article  are,  1st,  that 
the  laws  as  to  prohibited  merchandize  shall  be  observed  by  the  vessels 
of  each  party ;  2d,  that  they  shall  receive  on  board  the  usual  custom- 
bouse  guards ;  and  3d,  that  vesseb  in  harbor  shall  not  be  asylums 
finr  ddiinquents.  It  is  supposed  that  these  effects  Sow  fr6m  the  laws 
of  every  State ;  and  as  there  is  no  stipulation  proposed  in  this  treaty 
which  would  suspend  the  force  of  these  laws,  it  is  submitted  whether 
it  be  necessary  to  stipulate  their  observance,  and  whether  the  referring 
the  obligation  of  these  laws  to  a  false  basis,  that  of  national  conven- 
tion, whai  the  true  basb  of  their  obligation  is  the  authority  of  the 
Legislature  within  its  own  territories,  might  not  weaken  the  energy 
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of  the  laws  in  some  other  possible  cases,  and  in  the  end  produce 
more  doubt  than  the  stipulations  would  remove.  Nevertheless,  the 
American  Commissioners,  not  objecting  to  the  e&ct  of  the  additions, 
but  only  supposing  they  will  take  place  without  express  stipulation, 
are  ready  to  acquiesce  in  them  if  it  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  the 
other  party.  But  if  thought  indifferent  by  them,  we  propose  that 
the  6th  article  shall  remam  as  originally  formed. 

Abticle  Vni.  We  agree  to  the  6th  article  m  the  following  form, 
which  it  is  apprehended  will  include  the  additions  proposed : 

Article  VUI.  The  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either 
party  coming  on  any  coast  belongmg  to  the  other,  but  not  willing  to 
enter  into  port,  or  bemg  entered  into  port  and  not  willing  to  unload 
their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  put  out  and  send  their  boats  to  the 
proper  place,  and  shall  give  due  account  of  themselves ;  but  they 
shall  then  have  liberty  to  depart  and  to  pursue  their  voyage  without 
molestation,  and  without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges,  or 
fees  whatsoever,  except  those  established  for  vessels  entered  into 
port  and  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  the  port  itself,  or  of 
other  establishments  for  the  safety  and  convenience  of  navigators, 
and  except,  also,  the  charges  of  the  visits  of  the  health  officers, 
which  duties,  charges,  and  fees  shall  be  the  same,  and  shall  be  paid 
on  the  same  footing  as  in  the  case  of  subjects  or  citizens  of  the 
country  where  they  are  established. 

Article  IX.  We  agree  to  the  alterati(ms  proposed  in  this  article, 
the  latter  clause  of  which  will  stand,  with  the  alterations,  in  these 
words :  <<  And  if  the  operations  of  repair  shall  require  that  the  whde 

<  or  any  part  of  the  cargo  be  unladed,  the  same  rules  shall  be  observed 

<  as  to  the  payment  of  dues  which  are  observed  in  like  cases  with  the 

<  inhabitants  of  the  country,  and  with  the  other,  the  most  favored 
*  nations  of  Europe." 

Article  X.  One  of  the  alterations  proposes  that  a  subject  (X 
citizen  of  either  party,  dying  in  the  country  of  the  other,  and  leaving 
no  person  en  the  spot  to  take  care  of  his  goods,  the  courts  of  the 
country  shall  take  them  into  their  custody  and  keep  them,  &c.  But 
by  the  laws  of  our  States,  the  courts  do  not  take  into  their  own 
custody  the  goods  of  persons  dying,  but  appoint  trusty  persons  to  do 
it,  and  make  those  persons  accountable  to  the  owners.  Therefore, 
we  proposed  that  in  such  cases  the  goods  should  be  taken  care  of  in 
the  same  way  as  those  of  the  natives  are  in  like  cases,  leaving  the 
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poiticul&r  mode  to  the  laws  of  the  country.  We  still  suppose  this 
will  be  best  for  both  pardes,  and  therefore  propose  die  10th  article 
with  the  alteration,  to  which  we  accede  in  the  following  form : 

Aeticle  X.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  each  party  shall  hare 
power  to  dispose  of  their  personal  goods  within  the  jurisdicdon  of  the 
other,  by  testament,  donadon,  or  otherwise ;  and  dieir  representadves, 
whosoever  diey  be,  shall  succeed  to  their  said  personal  goods,  whether 
by  testament  or  ab  intestato ;  and  may  take  possession  diereof,  either 
by  themselves,  or  by  others  acting  for  them,  and  dispose  of  them  at 
their  will,  paying  such  dues  only  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  nadons  of  Europe  the  most  favored,  shall  be  subject  to 
pay  in  like  cases.  And  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  executor, 
attorney,  an^  other  representadves,  such  care  shall  be  taken  of  the 
said  goods,  and  for  so  long  a  time  as  would,  by  the  laws  of  the 
country,  be  taken  of  the  goods  <^  a  nadve  m  like  case  undl  the 
lawful  owner  may  take  measures  for  receiving  them ;  and  if  quesdon 
shall  arise  among  several  claimants  to  which  of  them  the  said  goods 
belong,  the  same  shall  be  decided  finally  by  the  laws  and  judges  of 
the  land  wherein  the  goods  are.  And  where,  on  the  death  of  any 
person  holding  Teal  estate  withm  the  territc»ries  of  the  one  party,  such 
real  estate  would,  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  descend  on  a  subject  or 
citizen  of  the  other,  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage,  such  subject 
shall  be  allowed  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  die  same,  and  to  withdraw 
the  proceeds  widiout  molestadon. 

We  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed  in  the  thirteenth  article,  and 
that  it  shall  stand  thus : 

Abticle  Xin.  And  in  the  same  case  of  one  of  the  contracdng 
pardes  being  engaged  in  war  with  any  other  Power  to  prevent  all  the 
difficulties  and  misunderstandings  that  usually  arise  respecting  the 
merchandize  heretofore  called  contraband,  such  as  arms,  ammuni* 
don,  and  military  stores  of  every  kind,  no  such  ardcles  carried  in  the 
vessels,  or  by  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  one  of  the  parties  to  die 
enemies  of  the  other,  shall  be  deemed  contraband,  so  as  to  induce 
confiscadon  or  condemnadon  and  a  loss  of  property  to  mdividuals. 
Neverdieless,  it  shall  be  lawfiil  to  stop  such  vessels,  and  to  make 
them  unlade  such  articles  in  the  nearest  port,  puttmg  them  under 
safe-keeping,  and  to  detain  them  for  such  length  of  time  as  the 
captors  may  think  necessary  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  or  damage 
that  might  ensue  fix>m  dieir  proceeding,  paymg,  howa^er,  a  reason- 
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able  compensation  ibr  the  loss  such  arrest  shall  occaaon  to  die 
pioiMietors.  And  it  shall  further  be  albwed  to  use  m  the  service  of 
the  captors  the  whde  or  any  part  of  the  military  stores  so  detained, 
paying  the  owners  the  full  value  of  the  same,  to  be  asccftained  by 
the  current  price  at  the  place  of  its  destination.  And  to  remove  all 
doubts  respecting  the  merchandize  and  eflSects  which  shall  be  subject 
to  the  arrangements  in  this  article,  it  is  declared  that  diey  are  the 
([^lowing:  cannon,  mortars,  &c. ;  but  these  articles  shall  not  be 
subject  to  be  stayed,  provided  they  be  not  m  greater  quantity  than 
may  be  necessary  ibr  the  use  of  the  ship,  or  of  the  persons  in  it. 

Abticle  XIV.  We  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed  in  Ae 
fourteenth  article ;  and  that  the  clause  ^  shall  be  provided,"  &c», 
shall  stand  dius :  <<  shall  be  provided  with  sea  letters  or  passports^ 
'  which  shall  express  the  property  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also 
<  the  name  and  dwelling  of  the  master,"  which  passports  shall  be. 
made  out  in  good  and  due  forms,  and  in  the  manner  and  for  the  time 
which  is  usual  with  the  respective  nation  in  time  of  peace,  on  which 
subject  such  further  explanations  shall  be  entered  mto  as  occainoii 
may  render  necessary ;  and  shall  be  exhibited  whensoever  required^ 
Sec,  to  the  end  of  the  clause  as  proposed  in  the  original  drafi. 

Abticle  XVI.  The  sixteenth  article,  among  other  things,  proposes 
that  no  other  than  the  ordinary  legal  procedure  shall  be  used  against 
subjects  or  citizens  of  the  one  party  conmiitting  offences  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  other.  It  has  been  proposed  to  add :  ^  and  with 
the  subjects,  citizens,  or  inhabitants  of  the  other."  If  tiie  ^S^ct  of 
this  addition  is  rightly  understood,  it  would  1)e  contrary  to  our  wiab 
in  such  cases  as  these.  A  Tuscan  commits  an  offence  agaio^  an 
Englishman,  both  of  them  being  transientiy  in  a  port  of  America. 
This  article  would  not  prohibit  an  extraordinary  procedure  contrary 
to  the  common  course  of  law  against  the  Tuscan.  It  is  submitted, 
therefore,  whether  it  is  not  better  to  extend  to  our  people  the  benefit 
of  the  ordinary  course  of  procedure  in  every  case  of  ofience  commit* 
ted  by  one  of  them,  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  whether  the 
party  offended  be  an  inhabitant  or  not.  This  is  what  was  proposed 
by  the  article  as  it  stands  in  the  original  draR. 

We  agree  to  the  alterations  proposed  to  the  17th  article,  and  that 
it  shall  stand  thus : 

Abticle  XVIL  If  any  vessel  or  effects  c(  the  neutral  Pow^  be 
taken  by  an  ^nemy  of  the  other,  and  retaken  by  tiiat  oth^,  they 
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shall  be  brought  into  some  port  of  one  of  the  parties,  and  delivered 
into  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  that  port  to  be  restored  entire  to 
the  true  proprietor  as  soon  as  due  proof  shall  be  made  concerning 
the  property  thereof,  without  any  pretensions  whatever  to  salvage. 
But  if  a  vessel  of  the  one  party  be  taken  by  pirates  or  se&>rovers, 
and  retaken  by  a  vessel  of  the  other,  one  third  part  of  the  value  of 
the  vessel  and  cargo  retaken  shall  be  given  to  the  recaptors. 

Two  additions  are  proposed  in  the  I8th  article.  1st.  To  insert 
among  the  causes  of  refiige  in  each  other's  ports  that  for  the  ordinary 
affidrs  of  their  commerce  and  navigation.  But  as  the  2d  and  3d 
furtiGles  relate  solely  to  causes  of  commerce,  and  give  every  privilege 
and  still  more  in  all  such  cases,  it  b  submitted  whether  the  msertion 
bere  proposed  is  necessary,  or  can  give  any  additional  advantage  to 
our  merchants  and  sailors ;  smd  if  it  cannot,  then  whether  it  is  not 
better  omitted,  as  two  articles  relating  to  the  same  subject,  but 
indifievently  expressed,  may  sometimes  produce  confusion.  The 
second  addition  is  of  these  words :  <<  Nevertheless  in  every  case  the 
vessels  which  shall  come  into  the  respective  ports,  scales,  or  roads, 
shall  exactly  observe  the  laws,"  &c.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  to  our 
observations  on  the  6th  article  as  contaming  our  sentiments  on  this 
addition  also ;  we  propose,  therefore,  that  this  I8th  article  shall  retain 
its  original  form. 

The  19th  article  had  provided  that  the  armed  vessels  of  either 
party  might  carry  their  prizes  freely  wheresoever  they  please.  The 
words,  <^  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,"  are  {Nx>posed  to  be 
-added,  to  which  there  could  be  no  objection ;  but  that  they  produce 
-an  imj^icatbn  that  they  may  not  be  carried  out  of  their  jurisdiction 
when  once  they  shall  have  entered  into  it. 

We  agree  to  all  the  other  alterations  of  this  article,  only  proposing 
that  the  last  shall  be  in  these  words :  "  And  the  same  shall  take 
^  place  in  all  those  cases  in  which  the  Most  Serene  Grand  Duke  of 
<  Tuscany  has  made  like  conventions  with  other  Powers."  It  is  just 
that  preceding  obligations  idiould  prevail  against  the  present  treaty, 
but  that  the  present  should  prevail  against  those  which  shall  be 
subsequent.    The  article,  with  its  alterations,  will  stand  thus : 

Abticle  XIX.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private,  of  both 
parties,  shall  carry  freely,  wheresoever  they  please,  the  vessels  and 
effects  taken  from  their  enemies,  without  being  obliged  to  pay  to 
officers  of  admiralty,  of  the  customs,  or  any  others,  any  duties. 
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charges,  or  fees,  other  than  those  established  for  other  vessels  and 
merchandize,  and  which  are  paid  by  the  most  favored  nations  of 
Europe.  Nor  shall  such  prizes  be  arrested,  searched,  or  put  under 
legal  process,  when  they  come  to  and  enter  the  ports  of  the  other 
party,  except  the  case  where  the  prisse  is  charged  to  have  been 
made  against  the  laws  of  neutrality  existing  in  the  country ;  but 
may  be  freely  carried  out  again  at  any  time  by  the  captors  to  the 
places  expressed  in  their  commission,  or  wherever  they  please—- 
the  commanding  c^cer  of  the  vess^s  making  the  capture  being 
obliged  to  shew  hb  commission  and  instructi<His,  or  to  give  other 
sufficient  proofs  whenever  it  shall  be  alleged  that  he  was  not  author* 
ized  to  hoist  the  flag  of  the  nation  under  which  he  made  the  prize. 
But  no  vessel  which  shall  have  made  prizes  on  the  subjects  of  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  the  King  of  France,  shall  have  a  right  of  asyhim 
in  the  ports  or  havens  of  the  United  States ;  and  if  any  such  be 
forced  therein  by  tempest  or  dangers  of  the  sea,  they  shall  be  obliged 
to  depart  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  treaties 
existmg  between  his  said  most  Christian  Majesty  and  the  United 
States.  And  the  same  shall  take  place  in  all  those  cases  in  which 
the  most  Serene  Grand  Duke  of  Tuscany  has  made  like  conventions 
with  other  Powers. 

Article  XX.  Our  laws  do  not  assume  cognizance  of  acts  dcme 
neither  within  their  jurisdiction  nor  by  their  citizens.  Therefore,  a 
subject  of  Tuscany,  committmg  hostilities  on  us  at  sea  under  the 
flag  of  another  Power,  would  not  be  liable  to  their  sentence.  But  a 
stipulation  by  his  Sovereign  that  he  should  be  liable,  would  give  that 
authority.  It  would  be  necessary,  however,  to  say  in  what  predica- 
ment he  should  stand  liable.  That  of  a  pirate  seems  most  analogous 
to  his  proceedings.  We  propose,  therefore,  to  retain  that  word,  in 
order  to  adapt  the  article  to  our  laws,  whilst  those  proposed  on  the 
other  part  may  be  also  retained  to  adapt  it  to  the  laws  of  Tuscany, . 
and  that  the  article  shall  stand  thus : 

Abticle  XX.  No  citizen  or  subject  t>f  either  of  the  contracting 
parties  shall  take  firom  any  Power  with  which  the  other  may  be  at 
war  any  commission  or  letter  of  marque  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act 
as  a  privateer  against  the  other,  on  pain  of  being  punished  as  a 
pirate,  or  otherwise  severely  according  to  the  rigor  of  the  laws. 

We  agree  that  the  4th  section  of  the  21st  article  shall  stand  as 
proposed,  thus : 
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Article  XXI.  4thly.  The  vessels  of  war,  public  and  private,  of 
the  two  parties,  shall  be  reciprocally  admitted,  with  their  prizes, 
into  the  respective  ports  of  each ;  and  shall  be  fi'eely  at  the  disjposal 
of  the  captors,  according  to  the  laws>  usages,  and  regulations  of  the 
State  to  which  the  captor  belongs. 

Article  XXIV.  The  24th  article  proposed  that  officers  breaking 
their  parole,  and  privates  escaping  from  their  cantonments,  should 
lose  so  much  of  the  benefit  of  the  article  as  provides  for  their  enlarge- 
ment on  parole  or  in  cantonment.  It  is  proposed,  on  the  other  part, 
that  they  shall  lose  the  benefit  of  this  article — that  is  to  say,  the 
whole  benefit  of  it.  But  it  would  seem  to  be  a  rigor  neither  laudable 
nor  useful,  to  deprive  them  of  their  wholesome  and  plentiful  ration, 
Bhd  all  other  benefits  of  this  article,  for  a  breach  of  the  limits  of  their 
confinement.  We  would  therefore  repeat  our  wish  that  they  should 
thereupon  be  subject  only  to  close  confinement,  as  originally  pro- 
posed, and  of  course  that  this  article  should  remain  in  its  first  form. 

We  agree  that  the  25th  article  shall  be  as  proposed,  thus : 

Article  XXV.  The  two  contracting  Powers  grant  to  each  other 
the  liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other.  Consuls,  Vice 
Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commissaries  of  their  own  appointment, 
observing  tlie  usual  forms  of  notification  and  admission,  and  on  the 
same  footing  as  is  or  shall  be  allowed  to  any  other  of  the  most  favored 
European  nations. 

We  agree,  also,  that  the  first  part  of  the  26th  article  shall  stand 
thus: 

Article  XXVI.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  to  any  other 
European  nation,  &c. 

The  articles  on  which  no  observations  have  been  made — th^t  is  to 
say,  the  1st,  7th,  11th,  12th,  15th,  22d,  23d,  and  27th— to  remain 
in  the  form  originally  proposed. 


FROM  monsieur  FAVI   TO   THE   COMMISSIONERS. 

Translation. 

Paris,  June  11,  1785. 

Gentlemen, 
I  have  received  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  the 
8th  of  this  month,  enclosing  observations  upon  the  alterations  made 
by  the  Court  of  Tuscany,  upon  some  articles  of  the  treaty  which  you 
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had  proposed.  I  forwarded  thrai  without. delay.  I  will  have  the 
hcmor  to  inform  you  in  due  season  of  the  reply,  which  I  shall  receive, 
and  which  I  presume  will  be  for  the  conclusion  of  this  convention, 
and  which  cannot  fail  to  be  useful  to  both  countries. 

I  am,  &c.,  FA VI, 

Ckargi  £  Affair  t%  of  TSucang. 


SEVENTH  REPORT  OF   THE  COHMISSIONERS  TO  CONGRESS,  ADDRESSED 
TO   JOHN   JAY,    SECRETARY   FOR  FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 

PAMy,  Jane  18, 1785* 

Sir, 

In  our  last  to  you,  of  May  11th,  we  had  the  honor  of  enclosing, 
among  other  papers,  a  letter  from  Baron  Thulemeier,  drawing  to  a 
close  our  negotiation  with  the  Court  of  Berlin,  ^  We  have  now  that 
of  forwarding  our  answer,  marked  No.  1. 

No.  2  a,  contains  our  observations  of  the  counter-draft  from  the 
Court  of  Tuscany.  No.  2  b,  the  letter  enclosing  them,  and  No.  2  c, 
Mr.  Favi's  answer  acknowledging  their  receipt. 

Mr.  Adams's  appomtment  to  the  Court  of  London,  rendering  it 
more  convenient,  more  speedy,  and  probably  more  ejSectual  that  that 
negotiation  should  be  conducted  on  the  spot,  we  wrote  to  the  Duke 
of  Dorset  a  letter  of  which  No.  3  is  a  copy,  in  answer  to  one  received 
from  and  transmitted  to  you  in  April.  Since  Mr.  Adams's  departure, 
we  have  been  fiivored  by  him  with  information  which  he  received 
from  you,  that  a  Mr.  Lamb  had  been  charged  with  letters  and 
instructions  for  us  on  the  subject  of  the  treaties  with  the  State  of 
Barbary.  He  sent  us,  at  the  same  time,  the  cop)'  of  a  resolution  of 
Congress  on  that  subject.  As  yet  we  have  heard  nothing  more  of 
Mr.  Lamb,  but  hope  his  arrival  hourly,  that  we  may  take  decisive 
measures  for  establishing  an  amity  with  those  Powers. 

Mr.  John  Bapt.  Pecquet,  of  Lisbon,  who  was  the  subject  of  an 
instruction  to  us  of  May  11,  1784,  is  now  in  Paris,  and  has  applied 
for  such  acknowledgments  for  his  services  as  may  be  thought  proper. 
He  seemed  to  desire  most  some  appointment  at  Lisbon,  either  for 
himself  or  his  son.  We  informed  him  none  such  were  in  our  gift, 
and  that  all  we  could  do  in  that  line,  would  be  to  mention  him  to 
Congress  as  worthy  of  their  recollection,  if  they  should  make  any 
appomtment  there  analogous  to  his  talents.    We  have  written  to  Mr. 
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Adams,  proposing  to  give  Mr.  Pecquet,  m  addition  to  ten  guineas 
which  he  has  received  for  present  supply,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
guineas,  or  perhaps  four  thousand  Uvres,  as  a  compensation  (or  his 
expenses  and  good  disposition*  His  expenses  on  our  prisoiers  had 
been  about  fifty  moidores. 

Our  fir^t  letter  to  Ccnagress  was  of  the  11th  November,  and  was 
sent  by  a  Colonel  Lemaire.  Having  lately  received  proofs  that  he 
omitted  to  deliver  private  letters  with  which  he  i^as  charged,  though 
he  saw  in  New  York  the  persons  to  whom  they  were  addressed,  we 
begin  to  fear  he  was  capable  of  omitting  to  deliver  also  that  to  the 
President  of  Congress.  We  are  equally  uncertain  whether  our  sub- 
sequent letters  may  have  got  to  hand.  To  relieve  our  anxieties  on 
this  subject,  we  will  pray  you  to  be  so  good  as  to  inform  us  which  of 
them  may  have  been  received.  Their  dates  have  been  November 
11, 1784,  December  15, 1784,  and  February,  1785,  addressed  to  the 
President  of  Congress,  and  March  18,  April  13,  and  May  11^ 
addressed  to  yourself. 

With  the  highest  esteem,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

B.  FRANKLIN, 
THOS*  JEFFERSON. 


VBOM  BABOK  DE  TETDLSHEISR  TO  THOMAS  JEC'rKBSOK. 

Translation. 

The  Hagae,  Jaly  19, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  King  has  entirely  approved  the  projected  treaty  of  commerce 
and  friendship  with  the  United  Sti^s  of  America,  which  has  been  the 
result  of  our  common  labors,  and  as  it  is  £)und  in  the  last  letter  you 
have  honored  me  with,  bearing  date  of  May  26th  of  the  present  year. 
His  Majesty  consents,  besides,  that  agreeably  to  your  proposition,  and 
that  of  your  colleagues,  the  duration  of  the  said  treaty  be  fixed  at  ten 
years,  and  it  is  according  to  my  instructions  that  in  the  twenty- 
seventh  article  the  term  mentioned  has  been  inserted.  He  orders 
me  now  to  proceed  to  the  signature  widi  the  Ministers  of  die  United 
States  of  America,  and  to  digest,  jointly  with  them,  the  introduction, 
according  to  that  which  has  been  us^  in  the  treaty  of  commerce 
which  has  been  concluded  with  the  King  of  Sweden.  The  annexed 
Vol.  I.— 38 
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treaty,  which  I  mtend  to  sign,  according  to  my  powers,  fulfils  these 
different  objects,  and  it  only  remains  with  me  to  bring  to  your  recd- 
lection,  sir,  the  proposition  v^ich  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make 
to  you  in  my  letter  of  June  17th  last,  to  authcMize  Mr.  Dumas, 
Charge  d'Affidres  at  the  Hague,  to  concur  with  me  in  the  usual 
exchange.  The  King  is  only  waiting  for  the  instrument,  signed  by 
the  American  Plenipotentiaries,  to  cause  the  ratification  of  it  to  be 
transmitted  in  the  usual  manner. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

DE  THULEMEIEIL 


INSTRUCTIONS  TBOM  THE   COMMISSIONERS   TO   MR.    SHORT. 

Sir, 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  having  been  arranged 
with  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  his  Majesty's  Ekivoy  Extraordinary 
at  the  Hague,  specially  empowered  for  this  purpose,  and  it  being 
inconsistent  with  our  other  duties  to  repair  to  that  place  ourselves, 
for  the  purpose  of  executing  and  exchangmg  the  instruments  of 
treaty,  we  therefore  appoint  you  special  Secretary  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  receive  bom  Colonel  Humphrejrs,  Secretary  of  our  lega- 
tion, the  original  of  our  full  powers,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  attested 
by  bun,  the  foil  power  heretofore  communicated  to  us  by  the  Baron 
de  Thulemeier,  and  the  two  instruments  of  treaty  arranged  between 
us,  each  in  two  columns,  the  one  in  EInglish  and  the  other  in  French, 
equally  originals.  From  us  you  receive  a  letter  to  Charles  Dumas, 
Esq.,  agent  for  the  United  States  at  the  Hague,  associatbg  him  with 
you  in  the  objects  of  your  mission. 

You  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  Hague,  and  being  arrived 
there  will  deliver  the  letter  to  Mr.  Dumas,  and  proceed  conjointly 
with  him  in  the  residue  of  your  business,  which  is  to  be  executed 
there. 

The  original  of  our  foil  powers  is  to  be  exhibited  to  the  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  attested  copy  is 
to  be  left  with  him,  you  taking  back  the  original ;  jon  will  in  like 
manner  ask  an  exhibition  of  the  original  of  his  full  powers,  and  also 
a  copy  duly  attested ;  you  will  compare  the  copy  with  the  original, 
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and  being  satisfied  of  its  exactness  you  will  return  the  origmal  and 
keep  the  copy.  That  you  may  be  under  no  doubt  whether  the  full 
powers  exhibited  to  you  be  sufficient  or  not,  you  will  receive  from 
Colonel  Humphreys  those  which  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  hereto- 
fore sent  to  us.  If  those  which  shall  be  exhibited  agree  with  these 
in  form  or  substance,  they  will  be  sufficient. 

The  full  powers  being  approved  on  each  side  and  exchanged,  you 
will  obtain  the  signature  and  seal  of  the  Prussian  Plenipotentiary  to 
the  two  instruments  of  treaty  with  which  you  are  charged,  and  your- 
self and  Mr.  Dmnas  will  attest  the  same.  One  of  those  origmal 
instruments  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Prussian  Plenipotentiary, 
the  other  you  will  retain. 

You  will  ask  that  the  ratification  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Prussia  be  made  known  to  us  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  taken  place, 
giving  an  assurance  on  our  part  that  that  of  Congress  shall  also  be 
communicated  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  taken  place.  When  both 
ratifications  shall  be  known,  measures  may  be  concerted  for  exchang- 
ing them.  You  will  confer  with  the  said  Plenipotentiary  on  the 
expediency  of  keeping  this,  treaty  uncommunicated  to  the  public 
until  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  agree  accordingly. 

You  will  then  return  to  Paris,  and  redeliver  to  the  Secretary  of 
our  legation  our  original  full  powers,  the  copies  of  those  of  Prussia 
before  mentioned,  and  the  origmal  instrument  of  the  treaty  which 
you  shall  have  retained. 


FROM  MESSRS.    ADAMS    AND   JEFFERSON  TO   C.    F.   W.   DUMAS. 

Sir, 
A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  having  been  arranged 
by  us  with  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  his  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary at  the  Hague,  specially  empowered  for  this  purpose,  and  it 
being  mconsistent  with  our  other  duties  to  repau-  to  that  place 
ourselves  for  the  purpose  of  executing  and  exchanging  the  instruments 
of  treaty,  we  have  delivered  the  same,  duly  executed  on  our  part, 
to  the  bearer  hereof,  William  Short,  Esq.,  to  be  by  him  carried 
with  the  other  necessary  papers  to  the  Hague.  When  arrived  there, 
we  ask  and  authorize  you  to  manage^  in  conjunction  with  hun^  the 
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execution  add  exchange  of  the  instruments  of  treaty  aca^dmg  to 
the  instructions  which  he  receives  from  ns,  and  will  communicate  to 
jou.  Your  former  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States 
and  readiness  to  promote  them  give  us  an  assurance  that  you  will 
not  withhold  them  on  the  present  occasion. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c*, 

(At  London.)  JOHN  ADAMS, 

(At  Paris.)  THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


THOMAS   JXITERSOir  TO  BARON  D£  THULKMXnSB,   ACCOMPANTnfO 
THE   PBECEOIMG   INSTRUMENTS. 

Paris,  July,  1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  the  91st  instant, 
together  with  the  French  draft  of  the  treaty  proposed.  As  it 
ultimately  meets  hb  Majesty's  approbation.  Doctor  IVanklin,  our 
colleague,  having  assisted  us  through  the  progress  of  this  business, 
we  were  desirous  he  also  diould  join  in  the  execution.  Duplicate 
instruments  were,  therefore,  prepared,  each  divided  mto  two  columns, 
in  one  of  which  we  entered  the  English  form  as  it  had  been  setded 
between  us,  leaving  the  other  blank  to  receive  the  French  we 
expected  fiom  you.  In  this  state,  the  Doctor,  before  his  departure, 
put  his  signature  and  seal  to  the  two  instruments.  We  have  sipce 
put  mto  the  blank  column  the  French  form  received  Irom  you 
verbatim.  As  we  thought  that  such  instruments  should  not  be 
trusted  out  of  confidential  hands,  and  the  bearer  hereof,  William 
Short,  Esq.,  heretofore  a  member  of  the  Coilncil  of  State  in  Virginia, 
happened  to  be  in  Paris,  and  willing  to  give  us  his  assistance 
herem,  they  are  delivered  into  hb  hands,  with  other  necessary 
papers,  according  to  an  arrangement  previously  made  between  Mr. 
Adams,  Doctor  Franklin,  and  myself.  He  will  proceed  to  London 
to  obtain  Mr.  Adams's  signature,  and  thence  to  the  Hague,  where  we 
have,  according  to  your  desire,  associated  Mr.  Dumas  with  him,  to 
concur  with  you  in  the  final  execution.  It  b  with  singular  pleasure 
I  see  thb  connexion  formed  by  my  country  with  a  sovereign  whose 
character  gives  a  lustre  to  all  the  transactions  6f  which  he  makes 
a  part. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  fee,  THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
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EIGHTH   BEPORT   OF   THE   COMMISSIONERS  TO  CONGRESS,  ADDRESSED 
TO   JOHN  JAY,    SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 

Pftri8,Aiigpiatl4,  IT85. 
Sir, 

The  lett^  of  June  18,  signed  by  Doctor  Franklin  and  myself, 
is  the  last  addressed  to  you  firom  hence  on  the  part  of  the  general 
commission.  AA  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  that  the 
signature  of  the  Prussian  treaty,  whenev^  it  should  be  in  readi- 
ness, should  be  made  separately,  the  mtervention  of  a  person  of 
confidence  between  the  Prussian  Plenipotentiary  and  us,  became 
also  requisite.  His  office  would  be  to  receive  the  duplicates  of 
the  treaty  here,  signed  by  Doctor  Franklin  and  myself,  to  cany 
them  to  London  to  Mr.  Adams,  and  to  the  Hague,  to  Baron  Thul- 
em^er,  for  their  signature.  Moreover,  to  take  hence  the  original 
of  our  fiill  powers,  to  shew  to  Baron  Thulemeier,  and  the  copy 
of  his,  which  he  had  before  communicated  to  us,  to  ask  fixim 
him  a  sight  of  the  original,  to  compare  the  copy  with  it,  and 
certify  the  latter  to  be  true.  Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  myself, 
therefore,  had  concluded  to  engage  Mr.  Short  (a  gentleman  of 
Virginia  who  lives  with  me  at  present)  to  transact  thb  business,  and 
to  invest  him  with  the  character  of  Secretary  pro  hoc  vice,  in  order 
that  his  signature  of  the  truth  of  the  copy  of  Baron  Thulemeier's  lull 
powers  might  authenticate  that  copy.  On  the  receipt  of  the  letter, 
No.  1,  therefore,  from  that  Minister,  Mr.  Short  set  out  hence  with 
the  necessary  papers.  By  a  letter  lately  received  firom  him,  I  expect 
he  left  London  for  the  Hague  about  the  10th  instant,  and  that  the 
treaty  is  ultimately  executed  by  this  time.  In  respect  to  the  desire 
expressed  by  Baron  Thulemeier  in  his  letter,  we  associated  Mr. 
Dumas  with  Mr.  ShcMt,  to  assist  in  the  exchange  of  signatures  and 
other  cer^nonies  ^  of  execution.  We  agreed  to  bear  Mr.  Short's 
expenses,  and  have  thought  that  a  guinea  a  day  (Sunday  excepted) 
would  be  a  proper  compensation  for  his  trouble  and  the  necessary 
equipments  of  his  journey,  which  could  not  enter  into  the  account  of 
hb  travelling  expenses.  I  hope,  by  die  first  safe  conveyance,  to  be 
able  to  forward  to  yxni  the  original  of  the  treaty.  No.  9  is  my 
answer  to  Baron  Thulemeier's  letter.  No.  3  our  instructions  to  Mr* 
Short,  and  No.  4  our  letter  to  Mr.  Dumas. 
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Mr.  Lamb's  delay  gives  me  infinite  uneasmess.  You  will  see,  hj 
the  enclosed  papers,  Nos.  5,  6,  and  7,  sent  me  by  Mr.  Carmichael, 
that  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  at  the  instance  of  the  Spanish  Comt, 
has  delivered  up  the  crew  of  the  Betsy.  No.  8,  also  received  from 
Mr.  Carmichael,  is  a  list  of  articles  given  the  Emperor  of  Morocco 
the  last  year  by  the  States  General.  It  is  beheved  that  the  Spanish 
negotiator  at  Algiers  has  concluded  a  peace  ^th  that  State,  and  has 
agreed  to  give  them  a  million  of  dollars,  besides  a  very  considerable 
quantity  of  things  in  kind.  The  treaty  meets  with  difficulties  in  the 
ratification,  perhaps  the  excnrbitance  of  the  price  may  occasion  them. 
Rumors  are  spread  aliroad  that  they  are  pointing  their  preparations 
at  us.  The  enclosed  paper,  No.  9,  is  the  only  colorable  evidence 
of  this  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge.  I  have  proposed  to  Mr. 
Adams,  that  if  Mr.  Lamb  does  not  come  hither  in  the  French  ox 
English  packet  then  (August  6th)  next  expected,  to  send  some 
person  immediately  to  negotiate  these  treaties,  on  the  presumption 
that  Mr.  Lamb's  purpose  has  been  changed.  We  shall  be  at  a  loss 
for  the  instructions  of  which  he  is  said  to  be  the  bearer.  I  expect 
Mr.  Adams's  answer  on  this  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


REPORT  OF  JOHN  JAY  ON  A  TRKATT  WITH  PRUSSIA. 

Office  for  Foreign  A£fain,  March  9»  1786. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Afiairsy  to  whom  was  referred  the  treaty  lately  concluded  with 
Prussia,  and  transmitted  with  a  joint  letter  bom  Mr.  Adams  and 
Mr.  Jefferson,  reports : 

That  on  considering  the  several  articles  in  the  said  treaty,  he 
observes  that  each  party  is  to  enjc^,  m  the  dominions  of  the  other, 
the  same  rights  and  privileges  as  to  commerce,  be,  as  are  or  shall 
be  granted  to  the  most  favored  nation. 

On  this  point  your  Secretary  adheres  to  the  same  opinion  which 
he  heretofore  communicated  to  Congress  m  his  report  of  17th  May 
last,  on  the  draft  of  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  transmitted  by 
the  American  Ministers.  He  also  thinks  that  much  of  the  reason 
in  that  report  applies  to  certain  other  articles  in  the  treaty  under 
consideration. 
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Your  committee  suspects  that  the  following  article  is  a  little 
equivocal,  viz : 

<<  More  especially  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to  cany  their  own 

<  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize,  in  their  own  or  any  other 

<  vessels,  to  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  other,  where  it  shall  be 

<  lawful  for  all  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  that  other  freely  to  purchase 
<them,  and  thence  to  take  the  produce,  manufactures,  and  mer- 

<  chandize  of  the  other,  which  all  the  said  citizens  or  subjects  diall 

*  in  like  manner  be  free  to  sell  them,  pajring,"  &c. 

Although  the  meaning  of  this  article  appears  obvious,  yet  it  might 
perhaps  be  construed  to  imply  that  there  are  or  will  be  certain  free 
ports,  where  every  thing  brought  by  or  belongipg  to  either  party  may 
be  freely  sold  and  bought,  in  contradistinction  to  other  ports  and 
places  in  the  same  dominion,  wJiere  such  liberty  is  not  allowed. 
The  intention  of  the  article  doubtless  is,  that  such  liberty  is  to  be 
enjoyed  at  every  port  and  place. 

The  latter  part  of  the  tenth  article  is  not  quite  reciprocal,  viz : 
<<And  where,  on  the  death  of  any  person  holding  real  estate 
'within  the  territories  of  the  one  party,  such  real  estate  would,  by 
'  the  laws  of  the  land,  descend  on  a  citizen  or  subject  of  the  other, 

<  were  he  not  disqualified  by  alienage,  such  subject  shall  be  allowed 

<  a  reasonable  time  to  sell  the  same,  and  to  withdraw  the  proceeds 

<  without  molestation,"  be.     <<  But  this  article  shall  not  derogate  in 

*  any  manner  from  the  force  of  the  laws  already  published  or  hereafter 

<  to  be  published  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  to  prevent  the  emigration  of 

<  his  subject" 

This  latter  clause  reserves  to  the  King  of  Prussia  the  right  of 
making  laws  to  prevent  emigrations,  but  does  not  so  limit  the  extent 
of  these  laws  as  that  they  shall  not  operate  agamst  the  right  to  sell, 
be,  granted  m  the  preceding  one,  for,  instead  of  saying  that  such 
laws  shall  not  derogate  in  any  manner  from  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  this  article,  it  says  that  this  article  shall  not  derogate  in 
any  manner  from  the  force  of  his  laws,  be,  besides,  the  like  right  is 
not  reserved  to  the  United  States. 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  and  particularly  considering  that  the 
duration  of  this  treaty  is  limited  to  ten  years,  your  Secretary  thinks 
that  it  will  be  prudent  and  best  to  ratify  it. 

A  year  from  the  day  of  the  signature  is  allowed  for  the  exchange 
of  ratifications. 
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It  appears  to  have  been  signed  by  Bjlbon  THnLEMErot,  Septem- 
ber 10,  1785 ;  Mr.  Adams,  August  5,  1785 ;  Doctob  Franklin, 
July  9,  1785 ;  Mr.  Jefferson,  July  28,  1785. 

This  term  of  a  year  is  doubtless  to  be  computed  fiom  lOdi  Sep- 
temb^  last,  for  as  the  Prussian  Minister  appears  to  have  signed  it 
last,  and  it  was  not  until  then  complete,  there  can  be  no  room  for  the 
questions  that  might  have  otherwise  arisen  on  this  subject. 

All  which  b  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


NINTH    REPORT   OF   THE    COMMISSIONERS   TO   CONGRESS,   ADDRESSED 
TO   JOHN  JAT,    SECRETARY  FOR  FOREIGN   AFFAIRS. 

Sir, 

We  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  Congress,  by  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  the 
treaty  between  the  United  Stales  and  the  King  of  Prussia,  signed 
separately  by  your  Ministers  at  the  several  places  of  their  residence, 
and  by  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier  at  the  Hague,  in  English  and 
French,  and  exchanged  at  the  Hague  m  presence  of  Messrs.  Short 
and  Dumas.  As  this  treaty  may  be  of  considerable  importance  to 
the  United  States,  and  will  certainly  promote  their  reputation,  it  is 
certainly  to  be  wished  that  the  ratification  may  be  exchanged  and 
the  publication  made  as  soon  as  possible.  The  admission  of  our 
privateers  into  the  Prussian  ports  by  a  treaty  signed  at  the  moment 
of  the  negotiation  of  a  league  in  which  Brandenburg  and  Hanover 
are  parties,  is  a  little  remarkable.  It  certainly  merits  the  considera- 
tion of  Congress  and  the  States. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

London,  2d  October,  1785.  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Paris,  11th  October,  1785.  THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THE   COmaSSIONERS   TO   JOHN  JAT. 

Grosrenor  Squart ,  April  25»  178€u 
Sir, 

Soon  after  our  meeting  together  in  Ixmdon  we  had  a  ^conference 
with  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  m  which  we  com- 
municated to  him  the  joint  commission  of  Congress  for  negotiating  a 
trea^  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  and  left  an  attested  copy  of 
it  in  the  hands  of  his  Lordship.    At  the  same  time  his  Lordship  was 
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infiinned  that  as  the  commission  was  limited  to  two  years'  duration, 
which  would  expire  on  the  12th  of  May,  we  should  be  ready  to 
confer  upon  the  subject  of  it  with  his  Majesty's  Ministers ;  but  as 
one  of  us  would  be  obliged  to  return  in  a  short  time  to  Paris,  it  was 
wished  that  an  early  opportunity  might  be  taken  to  see  upon  what 
pomts  we  could  agree,  and  to  discuss  those  in  which  at  first  we  might 
differ.  His  Lordship,  after  hailing  a  Uttle  on  the  old  string,  the 
insufficiency  of  the  powers  of  Congress  to  treat  and  compel  com- 
pliance  with  treaties,  said  he  would  lay  the  matt^  before  the  Ministry 
and  the  King.  In  a  few  days  his  Lordship  meeting  one  of  us,  pro- 
posed, in  his  own  name  and  that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  as  the  project 
already  communicated  contained  many  political  regulations,  we  should 
propose  a  project  of  a  treaty  merely  commercial.  TTie  next  day,  at 
the  office,  it  was  said  to  the  Under  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Frasier, 
his  Lordship  not  being  there,  that  the  project  already  prepared  was 
m  our  opinion  the  best  that  could  be  proposed  for  the  mutual  interest 
of  the  two  nations,  but  if  any  part  of  it  were  objectionable  in  the 
minds  of  the  Ministry,  we  were  ready  to  enter  into  a  candid  disqui- 
sition of  them,  and  to  receive  any  counter  project  which  might 
contain  the  sense  of  the  Cabinet ;  but  until  we  know  which  articles 
were  objected  to,  it  would  be  vain  for  us  to  attempt  a  new  draft. 
We  could  only  repeat  the  proposition  of  the  former  one.  Mr.  Frasier 
reported  this  conversation  to  his  principal,  who  directed  him  to  write 
us  that,  as  the  former  project  contained  many  political  regulations, 
his  Lordship  wished  to  receive  a  plan  of  a  treaty  merely  commercial. 
We  accordbgly  sent  five  or  six  articles  of  the  former  plan,  and  pro- 
posed them  as  a  treaty  of  commerce,  which  we  suppose  would  be  a 
good  one,  and,  except  in  one  pomt,  as  complete  as  we  can  expect. 
The  point  we  mean  b  the  privilege  of  ships  built  m  the  United 
States.  It  is  much  to  be  wished  that  such  ships  might  enjoy  in  the 
British  dominions  as  ample  privileges  as  British-built  ships,  whether 
owned  or  nai/igated  by  Americans  or  not,  and  we  should  now  add 
an  article  to  that  purpose  if  there  was  the  smallest  symptom  of  an 
mtiraation  to  treat  at  all.  But  there  is  not.  There  is  no  party  nor 
individual  here  in  favor  of  a  treaty,  but  upon  the  principle  that  the 
United  States  will  retaliate  if  there  is  not  one.  All  agree  ihat  if 
America  will  suffer  England  to  pocket  (that  is  the  expression)  all 
her  navigation,  England  would  be  unwbe  not  to  avail  hersdf  of  the 
advantage. 
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The  negotiation  with  Portugal  b  brought  to  a  conclusion  as  far  as 
her  Minister  here  has  authority  to  proceed.  We  propose  to  execute 
the  treaty,  and  hope  to  see  the  counterpart  executed  by  the  Chevalier 
de  PintOy  before  our  commissbn  expires*  The  treaty  itself,  shall  be 
transmitted  to  Congress  as  soon  as  it  is  finished,  and  we  shall  not 
trouble  you  with  a  tedious  detail  of  projects  and  counter-iurojects. 
Yet  the  enclosed  copies  of  parts  of  a  letter,  concerning  flour  and 
privateering  and  cootrabaod,  may  be  necessary  for  our  justification. 

We  have  the  honor  to  enclose  copies  of  letters  firom  Mr.  Carmichael 
of  the  5th  April,  firom  Mr.  Barclay  of  the  5th  April,  firom  the  Count 
d'Espilly  and  Mr.  Lamb  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  dated  Algiers,  26tb 
March. 

We  have  every  reascm  to  fear  that  the  negotiations  with  the  Tuiks 
will  be  very  tedious  and  expensive  upon  the  present  plan,  and  without 
success.  Our  commission  to  Constantinople  expires  in  a  few  days, 
and  we  have  no  new  commission  to  this  Power  which  ^lables  us  to 
find  agents ;  and,  indeed,  the  Sublime  Porte  is  so  great  a  Power  that 
its  dignity  would  be  ofiended  if  such  a  measure  were  attempted. 
There  are  reasons  to  expect  that  a  Minister  to  that  Court  would  be 
well  received,  and  that  our  commerce  and  naval  stores  would  be  th^ 
an  object. 

With  great  respect,  kc, 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THE   COmaSSIONXRS   TO  THE  MAB^UIS   OF  CARMABTHEN. 

Grosrenor  Square,  April  4, 1786. 
My  Lord, 
Agreeably  to  your  Lordship's  request,  expressed  to  one  of  us  in 
conversation,  and  again  oommunicatod  to  us  through  Mr.  Frasier,  we 
have  drawn  up  the  enclosed  project  of  a  treaty  of  conmierce,  which 
we  do  ourselves  the  honor  to  propose  to  the  consideradon  of  his 
Majesty's  Ministers. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
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Article  !•  The  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  may  frequent 
all  the  coasts  and  countries,  bays,  harbors,  creeks,  rivers,  and  ports, 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  reside  and  trade  there  in  all 
sorts  of  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize,  in  ready-built  ships, 
and  shall  pay,  within  the  said  United  States,  no.  other  or  greater 
duties,  charges,  or  fees  whatsoever,  than  the  natural-bom  citizens  of 
the  United  States  themselves,  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and 
they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions,  in  trade, 
navigation,  and  commerce,  which  the  natural^bom  citizens  of  the 
said  United  States  do  or  shall  enjoy. 

Article  II.  In  like  manner  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  may  frequent  all  the  coasts  and  countries,  bays,  harbors, 
creeks,  rivers,  and  ports  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  and  reside  and 
trade  there  in  all  sorts  of  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize, 
and  shall  pay,  in  the  dommions  of  his  said  Majesty,  no  other  or 
greater  duties,  charges,  or  fees  whatsoever,  than  the  natural-bom 
subjects  of  Great  Britain  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they 
shall  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions,  in  trade,  navi- 
gation, and  commerce,  which  the  natural-bom  subjects  of  Great 
Britain  do  or  shall  enjoy;  saving,  nevertheless,  to  the  chartered 
companies  trading  to  the  East  Indies  and  to  Hudson  Bay  their 
rights. 

Article  III.  More  especially  each  party  shall  have  a  right  to 
carry  all  kinds  of  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize,  of  what- 
ever place  they  may  be  the  growth  or  manufacture,  in  their  own 
vessels,  navigated  by  their  own  or  any  other  seamen,  to  any  parts  of 
the  dominions  of  the  other,  where  it  shall  be  lawiul  for  all  persons 
freely  to  purchase  them,  and  thence  to  take  produce,  manufactures, 
and  merchandize,  of  whatever  place  or  growth,  which  all  persons 
shall,  in  like  manner,  be  fiiee  to  sell  them,  paying,  in  both  cases,  such 
duties,  charges,  and  fees  only  as  are  or  shall  be  paid  by  the  natural- 
bom  subjects  of  Great  Britain,  in  the  dominions  of  hb  Britannic 
Majesty,  and  the  natural-bom  citizens  of  the  said  United  States 
•within  their  dominions;  nevertheless,  each  party  reserves  to  itself 
the  right  to  prohibit,  in  their  respective  countries,  the  exportation  or 
importation  of  any  species  of  goods  or  commodities  whatsoever.  In 
this  case  the  subjects  or  citiz^is  of  either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
shall  not  import  or  export  the  merchandize  prohibited  by  the  other. 
But  if  one  of  the  contracting  parties  permits  any  person  of  their 
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own  or  any  other  nation  to  import  or  export  the  same  merchandize, 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  shall  immediately  enjoy  the  same 
liberty. 

Articlx  IV.  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of 
America  agree  that  this  treaty  shall  be  in  force  during  years 

from  the  exchange  of  ratification;  and  diat  this  treaty  shall  be 
ratified  on  both  sides,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged  within  cue 
year  fixmi  the  date  of  its  signatures. 

Article  V.  The  contracting  parties  grant  to  each  other  the 
liberty  of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  Consulsi  Vice 
Consuls,  Agents,  and  Commissaries  of  th^  own  appointment.  But 
if  any  such  Consuls  shall  exercise  commerce,  they  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  same  laws  and  usuges  to  which  the  private  individuals  of  their 
nations  are  submitted  in  the  same  place. 


FROM  THE    COHMISSIONERS   TO   JOHN  JAT. 

Grotrenor  S<{cuure,  March  S6,  1786. 
Sir, 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jefferson  in  London,  we  had  a  cod-^^ 
ference  with  the  Ambassador  of  Tripoli  at  his  house. 

The  amount  of  all  the  information  we  can  obtain  fix)m  him  was, 
that  a  perpetual  peace  was  in  all  respects  the  most  advisable,  because 
a  temporary  treaty  would  leave  room  for  increasing  demands  upaa 
every  renewal  of  it,  and  a  stipulation  for  annual  payments  would  be 
liable  to  failures  pf  performance,  which  would  renew  the  war,  repeat 
the  negotiatbns,  and  continually  augment  the  claims  of  his  naticHi ; 
and  the  difference  of  expense  would  by  no  means  be  adequate  to 
the  inconvenience,  smce  12,500  guineas  to  his  constituents,  with  ten 
per  cent,  upon  that  sum  for  himself,  must  be  paid  if  the  treaty  was 
made  for  only  one  year. 

That  30,000  guineas  for  his  employers,  and  £3,000  for  himself, 
was  the  lowest  terms  upon  which  a  perpetual  peace  could  be  made ; 
and  that  this  must  be  paid  in  cash  on  the  delivery  of  the  treaty, 
signed  by  his  Sovereign ;  that  no  kmd  of  merchandizes  could  be 
accepted. 

That  Tunb  would  treat  upon  the  same  terms,  but  he  could  not 
answer  for  Algiers  or  Morocco. 
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We  took  the  liberty  to  make  some  enquiries  concerning  the  ground 
of  their  pretensions  to  make  war  upon  nations  who  had  done  them 
no  injury,  and  observed  that  we  considered  all  mankind  as  our  friends 
who  had  done  us  no  wrong,  nor  had  given  us  any  provocation. 

The  Ambassador  answered  us  that  it  was  founded  on  the  laws  of 
their  Prophet ;  that  it  was  written  in  their  Koran ;  that  all  nations 
who  should  not  have  acknowledged  their  authority  were  sinners ; 
that  it  was  their  right  and  duty  to  make  war  upon  them  wherever 
they  could  be  found,  and  to  make  slaves  of  all  they  could  take  as 
prisoners ;  and  that  every  Mussulman  who  was  slain  in  battle  was 
sure  to  go  to  Paradise. 

That  it  was  a  law  that  the  first  who  boarded  an  enemy's  vessel 
should  have  one  slave  nlore  than  his  share  with  the  rest,  which 
operated  as  an  incentive  to  the  most  desperate  valor  and  enterprize ; 
that  it  was  the  practice  of  their  corsairs  to  bear  down  upon  a  ship, 
for  each  sailor  to  take  a  dagger  in  each  hand  and  another  in  his 
mouth,  and  leap  on  board,  which -so  terrified  their  enemies  that  very 
few  ever  stood  against  them;  that  he  verily  believed  the  devil 
assbted  hb  countrymen,  for  they  were  almost  always  successful. 
We  took  time  to  consider,  and  prombed  an  answer ;  but  we  can  give 
him  no  other  than  that  the  demands  exceed  our  expectation  and  that 
of  Congress  so  much  that  we  can  proceed  no  further  without  firesh 
mstructions. 

There  is  but  one  possible  way  that  we  know  of  to  procure  the 
money,  if  Ccmgress  should  authorize  us  to  go  to  the  necessary 
expense ;  and  that  b  to  borrow  it  in  Holland.  We  are  not  certain 
it  can  be  had  there,  but  if  Congress  should  order  us  to  make  the 
best  terms  we  can  with  Tunb,  Tripoli,  and  Morocco,  and  to  procure 
thb  money  wherever  we  can  find  it,  upon  terms  like  those  of  the 
last  loan  in  Holland,  our  best  endeavor  shall  be  used  to  remove  thb 
formidable  obstacle  out  of  the  way  of  the  prosperity  of  the  United 
States. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  fix>m  Paul  R.  Randall,  Esq.,  at 
Barcelona.  The  last  from  Mr.  Barclay  was  dated  Bayonne.  It  b 
hoped  we  shall  soon  have  news  firom  Algiers  and  Morocco,  and  we 
wbh  it  may  not  be  made  more  dbagreeable  than  thb  firom  Tunb  and 
Tripoli. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
r  THOS.  JEFFERSON. 
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REPORT   OP   JOHN  JAT  ON   A  JOINT   LETTER  FROM  MESSRS*    ADAMS 
AND   JEFFERSON. 

Office  for  Foreig:n  Affairs,  May  29, 1786. 

The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint  letter  from  Mr«  Adams  and 
Mr.  Jeffers(Hi,  of  28th  March  last,  together  with  a  moticm  of  the 
Honorable  Mr.  Pinckney  on  the  subject  of  it,  reports : 

That  those  gentlemen  in  this  letter  mention  that  in  a  conference 
with  the  Ambassador  of  Tripoli,  he  informed  them  that  12,500 
guineas  to  his  constituents,  with  ten  per  cent,  on  that  sum  for  himself, 
must  be  paid  if  the  treaty  was  made  for  only  a  period  of  one  year. 

That  thirty  thousand  guineas  for  his  employers,  and  three  thousand 
for  himself,  were  the  lowest  terms  on  which  ^perpetual  peace  could 
be  made. 

That  Tunis  would  treat  on  the  same  terms,  but  that  he  could  not 
answer  for  Algiers  or  Morocco. 

They  further  observe  that  if  Congress  should  order  them  to  make 
the  best  terms  they  can  with  Tunt,  Tripoli,  Algiers,  and  Morocco, 
and  to  procure  the  money  wherever  they  can  find  it,  upon  terms  like 
those  of  the  last  loan  in  Hdland,  their  best  endeavors  should  be  used, 
&c. 

The  motion  in  question  proposes  an  instruction  conformable  to  the 
above  suggestion. 

Two  questions  seem  to  arise  on  this  letter : 

1st.  Whether  those  Ministers  shall  be  authorized  and  instructed  to 
make  the  best  terms  with  those  Powers. 

2d.  Whether  they  shall  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  endeavor 
to  borrow  money  in  Europe  for  the  purpose. 

Your  Secretary  thinks  full  confidence  may  be  reposed  in  the 
integrity  and  discretion  of  those  Ministers,  and  therefore  is  of  opinion 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  leave  the  terms  of  the  proposed  treaties 
tp  their  prudence. 

As  to  authorizing  and  instructing  them  to  endeavor  to  borrow 
money  for  the  purpose  in  Europe,  your  Secretary  much  doubts  the 
policy  of  it. 

The  probability  of  their  borrowing  so  much  money  appears  ques- 
tionable. 
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Because  those  nations  to  whom  our  war  with  the  Barbary  States 
is  not  disagreeable,  will  be  little  inclined  to  lend  us  money  to  put  an 
end  to  it. 

Because  no  funds  are  yet  proyided  for  paying  even  the  interest  of 
our  fcnrmer  loans,  either  foreign  or  domestic. 

Because  the  payments  due  to  France,  though  pressed,  have  not 
been  completed. 

Because  the  reluctance  of  the  States  to  pay  taxes,  or  to  comply 
with  the  economical  requisitions  of  Congress,  or  to  give  efficacy  to 
their  Federal  Government,  are  topics  of  coomion  conversation  in 
Europe. 

If  a  loan  should  be  attempted  and  not  succeed,  the  credit  and 
respectability  of  the  United  States  would  be  diminished  by  the 
attempt. 

Your  Secretary  thinks  that  neither  individuals  nor  States  should 
borrow  money  without  the  highest  probability  at  least  of  being  able 
punctually  to  repay  it ;  and  that  States  should  never  attempt  a  loan, 
without  having  previously  formed  and  arranged  adequate  funds  for 
its  discharge. 

It  appears  to  your  Secretary  improper  to  open  such  a  loan,  even  if 
the  success  of  it  were  certam. 

Because,  as  the  Fedeml  Government  in  its  present  state,  is  rather 
paternal  and  persuasive  than  coercive  and  efficient.  Congress  can 
make  no  certain  dependence  on  the  States  for  any  specific  sums  to 
be  required  and  paid  at  any  given  periods,  and  consequently  are 
not  in  capacity  safely  to  pledge  their  honor  and  their  faith  for  the 
repayment  of  any  specific  sums  they  may  borrow  at  any  given 
period,  which  must  be  the  case  if  they  should  make  this  or  any  other 
loan. 

Because,  as  the  people  or  generality  will  never  provide  for  the 
public  expenses  unless  when  moved  thereto  by  constitutional  coer- 
cion, or  by  the  dictates  of  reason,  or  by  their  feelings ;  and  as  the 
first  of  these  motives  is  here  out  of  the  question,  your  Secretary 
thinks  it  probable  that  the  States,  on  being  applied  to,  will  be  more 
disposed  to  supply  money  to  purchase  these  treaties  of  peace,  while 
they  feel  the  evils  resulting  from  the  war,  than  they  will  to  supply 
money  to  repay  borrowed  sums,  when  all  their  fears  and  dangers  from 
Sallee  rovers,  Algerine  corsairs,  and  the  pirates  of  Tunis  and  Tripoli 
are  vanished  and  gone. 
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Fot  these  leasons  your  Secretary  is  much  inclioed  to  think  that  a 
fair  and  accurate  state  of  the  matter  should  be  transmitted  to  the 
States,  that  they  should  be  informed  that  the  sum  of  will  be 

necessary  to  purchase  treaties  from  the  Barbary  States,  and  that  until 
such  time  as  they  furnish  Congress  with  th^  respective  proportions 
of  that  sum,  the  depredations  of  those  barbarians  will,  in  all  proba- 
bility, continue  and  increase. 

AU  which  b  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 
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TBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JEPFERSOK. 

New  York,  March  15, 1785. 

Sir, 

I  hare  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  an 
extract  fix)m  the  Journal  of  Congress,  respectmg  your  appointment 
to  represent  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Versailles  as  their 
Minister.  On  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  sincere  congratula- 
tions. 

The  next  packet  will  bring  you  a  letter  of  credence,  and  such 
other  papers  as  this  appointment  may,  m  the  opmion  of  Congress, 
render  proper. 

Mr.  Randall,  who  is  the  bearer  of  this,  has  also  in  charge  a  packet 
of  newspapers,  directed  to  Mr.  Adams,  Doctor  Franklin,  and  your- 
self. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


TROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JXFTERSON. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  March  22, 1785. 

Sir, 
The  packet  being  still  here,  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
you,  herewith  enclosed,  your  commission  and  letter  of  credence. 
611 
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Mr.  Randall,  who  goes  as  a  passenger  in  the  packet,  has  my  other 
letters,  and  will  be  the  bearer  of  this.     Permit  me  to  recommend 
him  to  your  attention. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  iic^  JOHN  JAY. 


Extract  from  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congresiy  March  22, 1785. 

The  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  reported  the  foUowing  Commis- 
sion  to  Mr.  Jefferson,  to  which  the  seal  was  affixed : 

*^J%e  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled^  to  our  trusty 
and  vkUrbelo^ed  Thomas  Jefferson^  Jpsq^y  send  greeting  : 

"We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your  integrity, 

<  prudence,  and  ability,  have  nominated,  constituted,  and  appointed, 
^  and  by  these  presents  do  nommate,  constitute,  and  appoint,  you,  the 
^  said  Thomas  Jefferson,  our  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  reside  at  the 
^  Court  of  his  most  Christian  Majesty,  and  do  give  you  full  power  and 

<  authority  there  to  represent  and  to  do  and  perform  all  such  mattars 

<  and  things  as  to  the  said  place  or  office  doth  appertain,  or  as  may 

<  by  our  instiuctions  be  given  unto  you  in  charge.  This  commission 
'  to  continue  in  force  for  the  space  of  three  years  fi(t>m  this  day, 
^  unless  sooner  revcdced. 

"  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 

*  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed.  Witness  his  Excellency  Richard 

<  Henry  Lee,  President,  at  the  city  of  New  York,  this  tenth 

<  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-five, 

*  and  of  our  sovereignQr  and  indepei^dence  the  ninth. 

"RICHARD  HENRY  LEE. 
"  Attest :  Chabias  Thomson." 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JErPERSON. 

OlHce  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  April  15,  1785. 
Sir, 

Mr.  Randall,  who  sailed  in  the  last  French  packet,  was  charged 

with  despatches  for  you  and  other  Mbisters.    Among  them  were 

your  commission,  be,  to  succeed  Dr.  Franklin  at  the  Court  of 

Versailles. 
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The  probability  of  your  now  being  in  England  renders  it  less 
necessary  and  perhaps  e^edient  that  I  should  not  go  into  minnte 
details,  especially  as  thb  letter  wonld  in  that  case  pass  through  the 
British  Post  Office. 

I  enclose  a  "  statement  of  the  duties  payable  by.  vessels  of  the 
'  United  States  in  the  ports  of  Marseilles,  Bayonne,  L'Orient,  and 
<  Dunkirk.''     You  may  find  it  useful  on  several  occasions. 

Two  of  the  Commissioners  lately  appointed  for  the  Treasury,  viz : 
Afr.  Osgood  mid  Mr.  Walter  Liivingston,  have  accepted  and  pro- 
ceeded to  business.  The  third,  viz :  Mr.  Gervais,  of  South  Carolina, 
having  declined,  another  wiD  soon  be  elected  to  supply  his  place. 
So  we  may  hope  soon  to  see  the  affairs  of  that  department  arranged 
and  regulated. 

The  making  adequate  provision  for  our  debts,  and  othet  exigencies 
of  Government,  has  been  too  long  delayed,  and  still  meets  with 
obstacles.  An  opinion  of  the  necessity  of  it  howevet  gains  ground, 
and  I  flatter  myself  will  eventually  become  general  and  operative. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8ic., 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  THOMAS  JB9i*BBS019   TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Park,  May  11, 1785. 

Sir, 

I  was  honored,  on  the  2d  instant,  with  the  receipt  of  your  favor 
of  March  15th,  enclosing  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  10th  of 
the  same  month,  appointing  me  their  Minbter  Plenipotentiary  at  this 
Court ;  and  also  of  your  second  letter,  of  March  22d,  covering  the 
commission  and  letter  of  credence  for  that  appointment. 

I  beg  permission,  through  you,  sir,  to  testify  to  Congress  my 
gratitude  for  this  new  mark  of  their  favor,  and  my  assurances  of 
endeavoring  to  merit  by  a  faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  annexed 
to  it. 

Fervent  zeal  is  all  which  I  can  be  sure  of  carr3ring  into  th«r 
service,  and  where  I  fail  through  a  want  of  those  powers  which 
nature  and  circumstances  deny  me,  I  shall  rely  on  their  indulgence, 
and  much  also  on  the  candor  with  which  your  goodness  will  present 
my  proceedings  to  their  eye.    The  kind  terms  in  which  you  are 
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pleased  to  notify  this  honor  to  me,  require  mj  sincere  thanks.  I  beg 
you  to  accept  them,  and  to  be  assured  of  the  perfect  esteem  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  iic*, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


TBOM  THOMAS  JSFtEBSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

IVkrifl,  Maj  15»  1785. 

Sir, 

As  it  frequently  happens  that  we  cannot  meet  with  passeng^s 
going  hence  to  the  packet  to  whom  we  may  commit  our  letters,  and 
it  may  be  often  necessary  to  write  to  you  on  subjects  improper  for 
the  inspection  of  thb  Government,  to  which  the  letters  by  post  are 
subject,  I  have  made  out  a  cypher,  which  I  now  enclose,  and  deliv« 
to  young  Mr.  Adams,  who  will  have  the  honor  of  delivering  you 
this. 

The  plate  and  impression  have  been  made  under  my  own  eye, 
with  circumstances  of  such  caution  as  may  give  you  the  most  perfect 
confidence  it  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


TBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  JETTERSON. 

Office  for  Foreign  ASbjib,  Jane  15, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  the  joint  letters  from  Mr. 
Adams,  Doctor  Franklin,  and  yourself,  with  their  several  ^iclosures 
of  December,  1784,  and  ^  February,  18th  March,  and  13th 

Ajtfil,  1785. 

At  present  I  am  not  charged  with  ccMnmunicating  to  you  any 
instructions  of  Congress  on  the  subjects  of  them,  though  it  is  possible 
they  may  give  occasion  to  some. 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  transmittmg  to  you,  herewith  enclosed,  a 
letter  from  Congress  to  his  most  Christian  Majesty;  and  for  your 
satisfaction  I  also  enclose  a  copy  of  it.  Permit  me  to  hint  that, 
as  the  United  States  have  a  Minister  Plenipotentiary  residing  at  the 
Court  of  Versailles,  it  b  natural  for  them  to  expect  one  from  thence. 

I  have  directed  a  packet  of  the  latest  newspapers  to  be  prepared 
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and  sent  with  thb,  fix>in  which  you  will  be  enabled  to  acquire  a 
knowledge  of  the  most  material  public  occurrences  in  detail. 

Our  commercial  people  grow  uneasy  and  dissatisfied  with  restric- 
tions on  our  foreign  trade^  and  particularly  with  the  British  dcnninions. 
This  uneasiness  promotes  the  system  of  perfecting  our  Union  and 
strengthening  the  Federal  Government.  There  is  reason  to  hope  that 
the  Legislatures,  in  the  ensuing  winter  sessions,  will  direct  much  of 
their  attention  to  these  important  objects. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


rBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOHAS  JSITERSOIT. 

Office  fbr  Foreign  Affairf,  July  13, 1785. 
Sir, 

Sbce  mme  to  you  of  the  15th  June  last,  which  mentioned  to  you 
the  receipt  of  such  of  your  letters  as  had  then  come  to  hand,  I  have 
not  been  favored  with  any  fiom  you.  Those  letters  were  immedi- 
ately laid  before  Congress,  and  are  still  under  their  consideration. 
Whether  any,  and  what  further  resolutions  or  instructions  will  result 
fiom  their  deliberation,  is  as  yet  uncertain ;  and,  therefore,  lest  their 
sentiments  and  mine  should  clash,  I  forbear  saying  any  thing  officially 
on  the  subject  for  the  present. 

The  convention  respectmg  Consuls,  or  rather  a  copy  of  it  sent  by 
Doctor  Franklin,  has  also  been  received  and  laid  before  Congress ; 
they  have  taken  it  into  consideration,  but  have  as  yet  come  to  no 
resolutions. 

We  have  intelligence  (which  though  not  entirely  authentic  is 
believed  by  many)  that  the  British  are  enticing  our  people  to  settle 
lands  within  our  lines  under  their  Grovemment  and  protection,  by 
gratuitous  supplies  of  provisions,  implements  of  husbandry,  tic.  The 
truth  of  this  report  will  soon  be  ascertamed.  I  wish  it  may  prove 
groundless.  If  true,  the  evacuation  of.  the  fiontier  posts  is  not 
to  be  expected,  and  another  war  is  to  be  looked  and  prepared  for. 

We  suppose,  but  have  not  heard,  that  Mr.  Adams  is  in  London. 
We  are  anxious  to  receive  letters  from  him,  and  to  learn  with  certainty 
the  intentions  of  that  Court  with  respect  to  those  posts,  and  other 
interesting  subjects. 
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M.  Gardoqai  has  at  length  aorrived.  He  is  enlarged  l^itb  the  a£te« 
of  Spain  with  Plenipotentiaiy  poweirs. 

CoQgress  appoib^  (joternor  LivingstOD  to  succeed  Mr.  Adams 
at  the  Hague ;  but  he  decUning  it  they  have  smee  eleoted  OovelfBor 
Rntledge,  whose  answer  cannot  be  expected  lor  sdme  time  yet. 

I  have  ^  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


-o- 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Ofitoe  for  foreign  Affaira,  August  13, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  the  date  cf  my  last  to  yoo,  which  was  the  13tb  uldmo,  I 
have  been  honored  with  your  joint  letter  of  the  11th  May,  and  with 
two  others  fiom  you  of  the  same  date. 

As  yet  Congress  have  not  conmiunicated  to  me  any  resolutions  on 
the  subjects  of  the  seveial  letters  from  tbefar  Ministers  which  have 
been  received  and  laid  before  them ;  and  the  convention  respecting 
consular  powers  is  still  under  their  consideration. 

The  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  Treasury  is  now  complete, 
Congress  having  be^  pleased  to  appcmt  Mr.  Arthur  Liee  to  betne 
of  them. 

The  answer  of  OovenKV  Rutteci^,  who  has  l>eeD  elected  &x  the 
Hague,  has  not  yet  come  to  hand. 

A  requisition  on  the  States  ibr  mipplies  is  pr^fiaring,  and  it  is 
thought  will  pass  in  the  course  of  the  next  month.  .  If  punctual^ 
complied  with  it  will  greatfy  reestablish  our  credit  with  those  who 
entertain  doubts  respecting  it. 

Our  harvest  is  good,  and  though  the  productions  of  the  coontiy 
are  pl^ty,  yet  they  bear  a  high  cash  price ;  so  that  the  complaint  of 
the  want  of  money  in  the  country  b  lass  well  founded  than  u  com- 
plaint o(  distrust  and  want  of  credit  between  man  and  man  ^ould 
be ;  for  the  apprehension  of  paper  money  alarms  those  wiio  have  any 
thing  to  lend,  while  they  who  have  debts  to  pay  are  zealous  advocates 
of  the  measure.  Until  that  matter  is  decided  there  will  be  little 
credit,  and  I  sometimes  think  the  less  the  better. 

The  letters  I  have  received  fham  Mr.  Adams  were  written  imme- 
diately after  his  presentation,  and  contain  nothing  of  busmess,  so  that 
our  suspense  on  certain  interesting  points  still  continues. 
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I  herc^th  enclose,  by  order  of  Congress,  some  papers  on  the 
subject  of  our  trade  with  the  French,  which  it  may  be  useful  for  you 
to  know  the  contoits  of;  and  filso  some  late  newspapers,  which, 
though  not  very  interestmg,  may  not  be  altogether  useless. 

JOHN  JAY. 
0 — — 

nUMf  TBUMIAS  JSFtSBBON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Pwrie,  J«ne  17, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  on  the  11th  of  last  month  by 
young  Mr.  Adams,  who  sdled  in  the  packet  of  that  month.  That  of 
the  present  is  likely  to  be  retarded  to  die  first  of  July,  if  not  longer. 

On  the  I4th  ot  May,  I  communicated  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes 
my  appointment  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  this  Court,  and  on  the 
17th  delivered  my  letter  of  credence  to  the  King  at  a  private 
audience,  and  went  through  the  other  ceremonies  usual  on  such 
occasions* 

We  have  reason  to  expect  that  Europe  will  enjoy  peace  another 
year.  The  negotiations  between  the  Emperor  and  United  Nether- 
lands have  been  spun  out  to  an  unexpected  length,  but  there  seems 
little  doubt  but  that  they  will  end  in  peace. 

Whether  the  exchange  projected  between  the  Emperor  and 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  or  the  pretensions  of  the  fcnrmer,  m  his  line  of 
demarcation  with  the  Ottoman  Porte,  will  produce  war,  is  yet 
uncertain.  If  either  of  them  does,  this  county  will  probably  take 
part  in  it  to  prevent  a  dangerous  accession  of  power  to'  the  house  of 
Austria.  The  zeal  with  which  they  have  appeared  to  negotiate  a 
peace  between  Holland  and  the  Empire,  seems  to  prove  that  they 
do  not  apprehend  bemg  engaged  in  war  against  the  Empire  or  any 
other  Power,  because,  if  they  had  such  an  apprehensicm,  they  would 
not  wish  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  assistance  of  the  Dutch ;  and 
their  opmion  on  this  subject  is  better  evidence  than  the  details  we 
get  from  the  newspapers,  and  must  weigh  against  the  affected  delays  of 
the  Porte,  as  to  the  line  of  demarcation,  the  change  in  their  Ministry, 
their  preparations  for  war,  and  other  symptoms  of  like  aspect. 

This  question  is  not  altogether  unmteresting  to  us.  Should  this 
country  be  involved  in  a  continental  war,  while  differences  are 
existing  between  us  and  Great  Britain,  the  latter  might  carry  less 
moderation  into  the  negotiations  for  settling  them. 
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I  send  you  herewith  the  gazettes  of  Leyden  and  that  of  Fnmce  for 
the  last  two  months.  The  latter,  because  it  is  the  best  in  thb 
country ;  the  former,  as  being  the  best  in  Europe.  The  Courier  de 
TEurope  you  will  get  genuine  from  London ;  as  reprinted  here  it  is 
of  less  worth. 

^ould  your  knowledge  of  the  newspapers  of  this  country  lead  you 
to  wish  for  any  other,  I  shall  take  the  greatest  pleasure  in  adding  to 
the  regular  transmissbns  of  the  two  others  which  I  shall  make  you  m 
fiiture. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


rBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON. 

New  York,  September  14, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

Tour  joint  letters  of  the  11th  November  and  Dec^nber,  1784, 
were  received  by  Congress.  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  other 
jomt  ones  of  9th  February,  13th  April,  11th  May,  and  18th  June 
last ;  and  also  three  from  you,  viz :  two  of  the  11th  May,  and  one  of 
the  17th  June  last. 

By  the  last  packet,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  two  letters  to 
you  of  the  13th  August,  1785,  which  I  hope  have  come  safe  to  your 
hands. 

As  yet  I  have  heard  nothing  of  or  from  Captam  Lamb,  who  was 
the  bearer  of  several  important  papers  relative  to  our  affairs  with  the 
Barbary  States. 

Your  correspondence  with  Mr.  Adams,  doubtless,  furnishes  you 
with  ample  information  relative  to  the  objects  of  his  legation.  His 
letters  to  me  were  dated  at  a  time  when  be  had  not  yet  ent^ed  on 
business.  His  reception  is  satisfactory,  and  I  wbh  the  result  of  his 
negotiations  may  be  equally  so.  In  my  opinion  we  have  little  to 
expect  from  the  liberal  policy  of  that  Court.  If  we  obtain  justice 
from  them,  my  expectations  will  be  fulfilled ;  but  even  of  that  I  am 
not  without  my  doubts. 

I  wish  it  was  in  my  power  to  enter  minutely  into  the  subjects  of 
your  letters,  but  it  is  not.  They  still  remam,  with  my  reports  on 
some  of  them,  under  the  consideration  of  Congress ;  so  that  at  presoit 
I  am  not  enabled  to  convey  to  you  their  sentiments  respecting  those 
matters. 
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At  present  they  are  employed  in  forming  a  requisition  for  supplies. 
When  completed  you  shall  have  a  copy  of  it. 

The  afiair  of  Longchamps  is  agreeably  terminated*  His  most 
Christian  Majesty  will  not  persist  in  that  demand,  and  the  paper 
containing  it  has  been  returned  to  M.  de  Marbois,  in  consequence  of 
a  conference  I  had  with  him  on  that  subject.  I  admire  the  wisdom 
of  the  French  Minister  in  forbearing  to  press  this  point.  It  would 
have  produced  discontent  without  answering  useful  purposes.  I  am 
sure  he  has  gained  more  with  us  by  this  temperate  and  prudent 
conduct  than  could  possibly  have  been  done  by  harsh  and  irritating 
measures.' 

Governor  Rutiedge  declines  gomg  to  Holland,  so  that  it  is  yet 
uncertain  who  will  succeed  Mr.  Adams  there. 

The  vacant  seat  at  the  Treasury  Board  has  been  given  to  Mr.  A. 
Lee.  That  Board  is  now  full,  and  consists  of  Mr.  Osgood,  Mr. 
Walter  Livingston,  and  Mr.  A.  Lee. 

A  court  to  decide  the  controversy  between  Massachusetts  and  New 
York,  is  to  meet  this  fall  at  Williamsburgh.  It  is  much  to  be  wished 
that  all  our  boundaries  were  adjusted ;  and  that  the  vigor  of  Govern- 
'ment  may  abate  the  rage  for  making  new  States  out  of  parcels  of  the 
dd,  which  prevails  in  some  of  them.  Nonh  Carolina  and  this  State 
suffer  by  such  unauthorized  proceedings,  and  Massachusetts  has  her 
fears.  Our  Federal  Government  wants  power,  and  is,  m  many 
respects,  inadequate  to  its  objects.  Much  is  expected  from  the 
ensuing  sessions  of  the  Legislature;  but  for  my  part  I  think  the  love 
of  popularity  restrains  many  from  promoting  the  measures  which, 
though  essential  to  the  public  welfare,  may  not  be  pleasant  to  the 
many  whose  views  and  wishes  are  chiefly  personal. 

The  papers,  herewith  enclosed,  are  a  copy  of  a  letter  to  me  from 
Mr.  Shaw,  and  a  letter  from  me  to  his  Excellency  the  President 
respecting  it.  Congress  adopted  the  opinion  I  expressed  in  the 
letter,  and  referred  it  to  me  to  take  order.  As  both  letters  are 
particular  and  in  detail,  it  would  be  useless  to  repeat  m  this  what 
you  will  find  in  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 
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FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  TH0IU8  JEnTEfiSOlT. 

New  York,  September  15, 1765. 
Sir, 

I  herewith  enclose  a  letter  from  Count  de  Vergennes,  and  also  a 
copy  of  it  for  your  perusal  and  information.  Although  certain 
circumstances  have  left  to  M.  de  Marbois  a  less  share  in  the  confi- 
dence and  attachment  of  our  people  than  it  was  in  his  polnrer  to 
have  acquired,  yet  hb  conduct  as  Charg6  d' Affaires  having  been 
unexceptionablci  he  merited,  and  has  received  commendation  for  it 
He  b  still  here,  and  until  hb  departure  Mr.  Otto  will  probably 
postpone  entering  on  the  busmess  of  hb  place.  The  idea  of 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne's  return  still  prevails ;  and  I  think  it  would 
be  useful  that  he  should,  because  it  b  generally  thought  that  hb 
private  sentiments  and  wishes  are  friendly  to  thb  country.  It  b 
much  in  the  power  of  Minbters  to  cherish  or  diminbh  harmony ; 
and  it  b  much  to  be  wished  that  France  may  send  none  here  who 
may  be  more  dbposed  to  blame  than  to  approve.  The  Chevalier 
already  possesses  rank  and  character,  and,  therefore,  b  not  exposed 
to  temptations  to  endeavor  to  rabe  himself  by  the  means  of  the  first 
step  he  may  meet  with,  whether  clean  or  otherwbe. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  THOBIAS  JEFrERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  July  13, 1785. 

Sir, 

My  last  letter  to  you  was  dated  flie  17th  of  JUne.  The  present 
serves  to  cover  s6me  papers  put  into  my  hands  by  Captain  Paul 
Jones.    They  respect  an  ancient  matter,  which  fa  shordy  thb  : 

While  Captain  Jones  was  hovering  on  the  coast  of  England,  in 
the  year  1779,  a  British  pilot,  John  Jackson  by  name,  came  on 
board  him,  supposing  him  to  be  British.  Captain  Jones  found  it 
convenient  to  detain  him  as  a  pilot,  and,  in  the  action  with  the 
Serapis,  which  ensued,  thb  man  lost  hb  arm.  It  b  thought  that  thb 
gives  him  a  just  claim  to  the  same  allowance  with  others  who  have 
met  with  the  like  misfortune  in  the  service  of  the  United  States. 
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Congress  alone  being  competent  to  this  apf^catbn,  it  is  my  duty  to 
present  th^  G^e  to  their  consideration,  which  I  bjeg  leaye  to  do 
through  70U. 

Doctor  Franklip  will  be  able  to  give  ypp  so  perfect  a  statem^t  of 
all  transactions  relative  to  his  particular  office  in  France,  as  well  as 
to  the  subjects  bcluded  in  our  general  commission,  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  enter  on  them.  His  departure,  ^ith  the  separate 
situation  of  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  wiU  render  it  difficult  to 
cooQanoiinicate  to  you  the  future  proceedings  of  the  commission  as 
regular  as  they  have  been  heretofore.  We  shall  do  it,  however, 
with  all  the  punctuality  practicabb,  either  separately  or  jointly,  as 
circumstances  may  require  and  ^dant. 

I  have  the  hcmor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FBOM  PAUL  J0iqU(   TO  BSNJAMIN  FRANKLIN. 

.  PariA«  aepWmber  93, 178j^. 

Sir, 

I  return  you,  enclosed,  the  letter  addressed  to  you  by  John 
Jackson,  pilot  of  Hull,  dated  at  Hull,  the  16th  of  October,  1780. 
The  certificate  jobed  with  that  letter  is  (at  least  in  substance)  a 
copy  of  the  one  I  gave  him  at  the  Texel,  after  his  arm  had  been 
amputated,  and  he  had  recovered.  It  does,  however,  I  observe, 
take  notice  that  a  second  pilot-boat  came  off  from  the  Spurn  imme- 
diately after  that  belonging  to  Jackson.  I  had  occasion  to  detain 
both  of  these  boats ;  and  it  was  on  board  the  second  that  the  partner 
of  Jackson  embarked  from  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  before  the 
action  with  the  Serapis.  The  second  lieutenant  of  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  was,  with  twenty  men,  all  the  time  of  the  battle  on  board 
Jackson's  pilot-boat  at  a  distance,  and  when  I  found  it  impossible  to 
prevent  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  fix)m  sinking,  Jackson's  pilot-boat 
was  of  singular  service  in  saving  the  men,  particularly  the  woimded, 
some  of  whom  1  api  persuc^ded  wpi^ld  b^ve  becm  drowned,  had  I 
been  without  that  mean^  of  spying  theip. 

Humanity  and  justice  r^qMire  th^t  I  ^ould  earnestly  recommend 
that  unfortunate  man,  John  Jackson,  for  a  reward  for  the  important 
service  he  performed,  and  the  great  loss  and  suffering  he  sustained. 
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I  thoaght,  and  I  think  still  he  merited  half  pay  as  a  pUot  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  which  I  believe  is  six  dollars  per 
month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tic.,  PAUL  JONES. 


FBOir  JOHN  JACKSOK  TO  THE   AMERICAN  AHBASSADOR  AT  THE 
COURT  or  FRANCE. 

Hull,  Oetober  16, 1780. 
Sir, 
This  is  to  certify  by  the  copy  you  will  receive,  enclosed,  diat 
John  Jackson,  a  pilot  of  the  town  of  Kingston-upon-HuU,  in 
England,  was  on  board  Captain  Paul  Jones  in  the  action  of  22d 
September,  1779,  in  which  the  said  John  Jackson,  the  pilot,  had 
the  mbfortune  to  lose  an  arm  in  the  action,  therefore  Mr.  Paul  Jones 
gave  John  Jackson  an  hundred  ducats,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
promised  him  that  he  should  be  paid  by  the  American  Ambassador 
at  the  Court  of  France  half  pay  of  a  pilot  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
to  commence  from  the  22d  day  of  September,  1779,  payable  every 
spc  months,  therefore  humbly  begs  you  will  take  his  case  into 
consideration,  that  he  may  be  paid  agreeably  to  Mr.  Paul  Jones's 
writing,  as  he  is  rendered  mcapable  of  getdng  bread  for  his  poor 
family. 

Witness  his  hand  this  16th  October,  1780. 
Who  b,  sir,  be,  his 

JOHN  X  JACKSON. 
Witness:  mark. 

Benjamin  Lister, 
William  Andrew. 
N.  B.  The  Mayor  of  this  town  has  takra  the  real  writing  from 
me,  by  which  me  and  my  family  are  very  much  distressed. 

his 
JOHN  X  JACKSON. 
mark. 

If  it  please  your  Excellency  to  send"  me  anything  at  pres^it,  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  you  to  direct  it  fi>r  Jicim  Jackson,  to  be  left  (or 
him  at  Captain  Ary  de  Jong,  one  of  the  Hull  traders  at  Ost^id.* 

*  For  letter  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  other  papers  on  thii  aubjeot,  see  page  419  et 
seq.  of  this  Tolume* 
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rBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JfiTFERSON. 

New  York,  NoTcmbcr  2, 1785. 
Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  of  the  15th  September,  smce  which  I  have 
been  honored  with  yours  of  the  12th  July,  by  Doctor  Franklm. 
He  arrived  at  Philadelphia  in  as  good  health  as  when  he  left  France ; 
but  travelling  by  land  being  painful  to  him,  we  have  not  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  him  here. 

We  have  been  for  some  time  past  loddng  in  vain  for  a  French 
packet  Late  advices  of  the  Algerines  having  commenced  hostilities 
against  the  United  States  make  us  anxious  to  receive  letters  from 
you,  and  to  know  whether  Captain  Lamb  is  still  absent.  Duplicates 
of  the  papers  he  was  charged  with  will  be  sent  to-^norrow  to  Mr. 
Adams  by  a  passenger  in  the  English  packet. 

The  English  give  us  some  trouble  on  our  Eastern  borders,  the 
true  river  St.  Croix  is  disputed,  and  they  wish  to  extend  their  juris- 
diction to  lands  actually  held  by  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Adams  has 
instructions  to  represent  this  matter  to  the  Britbh  Court,  and  endeavor 
to  get  the  dispute  amicably  terminated. 

Our  frontier  posts  still  remain  occupied  by  British  gairisons,  nor 
are  we  informed  when  they  will  be  evacuated. 

The  late  requbition  of  Congress  has  been  sent  you ;  another  copy 
and  the  subsequent  public  papers  accompany  this.  The  measures  of 
the  Legislatures  at  their  ensuing  sessions  will  be  very  interesting,  and 
you  shall  be  informed  of  them. 

The  convention  respecting  Consuls  still  lays  before  Congress,  and 
I  have  as  yet  no  orders  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Houdon  is  the  bearer  of  this.  Congress  think  of  employing 
him,  but  he  is  not  prepared  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  expense 
of  the  statue  they  have  voted,  so  that  this  matter  must  rest  for  the 
present. 

A  Federal  court,  to  decide  the  claims  of  Massachusetts  on  the 
part  of  New  York,  is  forming,  and  there  is  reason  to  hope  that 
disagreeable  business  will  be  finally  concluded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 
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nunc  TB0BIA8  jxnrcBsoif  to  jcnof  jat. 

Paris,  Aogoft  14, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  boaored,  on  the  23d  ultimo,  with  the  recdpt  otyoai  letter 
of  June  15thy  and  deUrered  the  letter  therein  eDclosed,  from  the 
President  of  Congress,  to  the  Kmg.  I  took  an  opportumfty  of  aaltbg 
tlie  Comt  de  Vergennes  whether  the  Cbe?aUer  Luseme  proposed 
to  return  to  America?  He  answered  me  thait  be  £d,  and  that  ha 
was  here  for  a  time^  only  to  arrange  his  private  affiurs.  Of  course 
this  stopped  my  pioceeding  further,  in  c(HnpKaace  widi  the  hmt  ia 
your  k^ter.  I  knew  that  the  Chevdier  Luzerne  stiQ  retamed  die 
diaracter  of  Minister  to  Congress,  winch  occasioned  my  premising 
the  question  I  did.  But  aotwithstandmg  the  answer,  which,  indeed, 
was  the  only  one  the  Count  de  Vergeones  could  give  me,  I  believe 
tbat  it  is  not  expected  that  the  Chevalier  will  return  to  America; 
that  he  is  waiting  an  appointment  b^e  to  some  of  their  embassies, 
or  some  other  promotioB,  and  m  due  meantime,  as  a  &vor,  is  per- 
mitted to  retain  his  former  character.  Elnowing  die  esteem  bonie 
him  in  America,  I  did  not  suppose  it  would  be  wished  d»t  I  should 
add  anydiing  wiiich  might  occa^on  an  injury  to  him,  and  the  rather 
as  I  presumed  that  at  this  tone  tbete  did  not  mast  the  same  reason 
for  wishing  the  arrival  of  a  Minister  in  America,  which  pevfaaps 
eocisted  thore  at  the  date  of  yoor  letter. 

Count  Aclfaemar  has  just  arrived  from  London,  on  account  of  a 
paralytic  disease  with  which  he  has  been  struck.  It  does  not  seem. 
improbable  that  his  place  will  be  supplied,  and  p^aps  by  the 
Chevalier  de  la  Luzerne. 

A  French  vessd  has  lately  refiised  the  salute  to  a  Britbh  armed 
vessel  b  the  ChanneL  The  Chargi  d'A£5urea  of  Great  Britun  at 
dus  Court  (their  Ambassador  having  gone  to  London  a  few  days 
ago)  made  this  the  subject  of  a  conference  with  the  Count  de  Ver- 
geones on  Tuesday  last.  He  told  me  that  die  Count  explained  the 
transaction  as  the  act  of  the  individual  master  of  the  French  vessd, 
not  founded  m  any  public  orders.  Ifis  earnestness  and  his  endeavors 
to  find  terms  sufficiendy  soft  to  express  the  Count's  exptanadon,  had 
no  tendency  to  lessen  any  doubts  I  might  have  entertamed  on  this 
subject.  I  think  it  possible  the  refusal  may  have  been  by  order ; 
nor  can  I  believe  that  Great  Britain  is  in  a  condidon  to  resent  it  if  it 
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was  so.  In  thi^  case  we  shall  see  it  repeated  by  France^  and  the 
example  will  then  be  soon  followed  by  other^nations. 
.  The  news  writers  bring  together  this  circumstance  with  the  depar- 
ture of  the  French  Ambassador  from  London,  and  the  English 
Ambassador  from  Paris,  the  manoeuvring  of  a  French  fleet  just  off 
the  Channel,  the  collecting  some  English  vessels  of  war  in  the 
Channel,  the  failure  of  a  commercial  treaty  between  the  two  countries^ 
a  severe  arret  here  against  English  manufactures,  as  foreboding  war. 

It  is  possible  that  the  fleet  of  manoeuvre,  the  refusal  of  the  salute, 
and  the  English  fleet  of  observation,  may  have  a  connexion  with  one 
another.  But  I  am  persuaded  the  other  facts  are  totally  independent 
of  these  and  of  one  another,  and  are  accidentally  brought  together 
in  point  of  time.  Neither  nation  is  in  a  condition  to  go  to  war — 
Crreat  Britain,  indeed,  the  least  so  of  the  two.  The  latter  Power, 
or  rather  its  monarch,  as  Elector  of  Hanover,  is  lately  confederated 
with  the  King  of  Prussia  and  others  of  the  Germanic  body,  evidently 
in  opposition  to  the  Emperor's  designs  on  Bavaria.  An  alliance, 
too,  between  the  Empress  of  Russia  and  Republic  of  Venice,  seems 
to  have  had  him  m  view,  as  he  had  meditated  some  exchange  of 
territory  with  that  Republic. 

Thb  desertion  of  the  Powers  heretofore  thought  fiiendly  to  him, 
seems  to  leave  no  issue  for  his  ambition  but  on  the  side  of  Turkey. 
Wa  demarcation  with  that  country  is  still  unsettled.  His  difference 
with  the  Dutch  is  certainly  agreed.  The  articles  are  not  yet  made 
public ;  perhaps  not  quite  adjusted.  Upon  the  whole,  w^  may  count 
on  another  year  of  peace  in  Europe,  and  that  our  fiiends  will  not 
within  that  time  be  brought  into  any  embarrassments  which  might 
encourage  Great  Britain  to  be  difficult  in  settling  the  points  still 
unsettled  between  us. 

You  have  doubtless  seen  in  the  papers  that  this  Court  was  sending 
two  vessels  into  the  South  Sea,  under  the  conduct  of  a  Captain 
Peyrouse.  They  give  out  that  the  object  b  merely  for  the  improve- 
ment of  our  knowledge  of  the  geography  of  that  part  of  the  globe^ 
and  certain  it  is  that  they  carry  men  of  eminence  in  different  branches 
of  science.  Their  lading,  however,  as  detailed  in  conversation,  and 
some  other  circumstances,  appeared  to  me  to  indicate  some  other 
design  ;  perhaps  that  of  colonizing  on  the  western  coast  of  America^ 
or  perhaps  only  to  establish  one  or  more  factories  there  for  the  fur 
trade. 

Vol.  I.— 40 
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We  may  be  little  interested  b  ekber  of  diese  objects;  but  we  am 
interested  in  anodier,  that  b  to  know  whether  they  are  perfectly 
weaned  from  the  desire  of  possessing  continental  colonies  in  America. 
Events  might  arise' whidi  would  render  it  very  desirable  for  Congress 
to  be  satisfied  they  have  no  such  wish.  If  they  would  desire  a 
colony  on  the  western  side  of  Am«^,  I  shonld  not  be  ^piile  satisBed 
that  they  would  refuse  ofte  which  sliould  otkr  itsdf  on  the  eastern 
side.  Captain  Paul  Jooes  being  at  L'Orient,  within  a  day's  journey 
of  Brest,  where  Captam  Peynxise's  v«ssds  lay,  I  desired  him,  if  he 
could  not  satisfy  himself  at  L'Orient  of  the  nature  of  this  equipm^t, 
that  he  would  go  to  Brest  lor  that  purpose,  conducting  himself  so  as 
to  excite  no  suspicion  that  we  attended  at  all  to  thb  expedition. 
His  discretbn  can  be  rdied  on,  and  his  expenses  for  so  short  a 
journey  will  be  a  trifling  price  for  satisfisction  on  this  point.  I  hope, 
therefore,  that  my  undertaking,  that  the  expenses  of  his  journey  shall 
be  reimbursed  him,  will  not  be  disapproved. 

A  gentleman  lately  arrived  from  New  York  teHs  me  that  he  thinks 
it  will  be  satisfactory  to  Congress  to  be  informed  of  the  e^hct  jho- 
duced  here  by  the  insult  of  Longchamps  to  Monsieur  do  Marbois. 
Soon  after  my  arrival  in  France  last  summer,  it  was  the  nnttear  of  a 
conversation  between  the  Coimt  de  Vergennes  and  myself.  I 
explained  to  him  the  e&ct  of  the  judgment  against  Longchamps ; 
he  did  not  say  that  it  was  satisfactory,  but  neither  did  he  say  a  word 
from  which  I  could  collect  that  it  was  not  satb&ctorjr.  The  con- 
versation was  not  official,  becaiase  foreign  to  the  character  in  which 
I  then  was.  He  has  never  mentioned  a  word  on  tire  subject  to  me 
since,  and  it  was  not  for  me  to  introduce  it  at  any  time.  I  have 
never  once  heard  it  mentioned  in  conversation  by  any  person^of  this 
country,  and  had  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  remains  any  uneasi- 
ness on  the  subject.  I  have,  indeed,  been  txAd  that  they  have  sent 
orders  to  make  a  formal  demand  of  Longchamps  from  Congress,  and 
had  immediately  countermanded  these  orders.  You  know  whether 
this  be  true ;  if  it  be,  I  should  suspect  the  first  orders  to  have  been 
surprised  from  them  by  some  exaggeration,  and  that  the  latter  was  a 
correction  of  their  error  in  the  moment  of  further  reflection.  Upon 
the  whole  there  certainly  appears  to  me  no  reason  to  urge  the  State 
in  which  the  fact  happened  to  any  vidation  of  their  laws,  nor  to  set 
a  precedent  which  might  hereafter  be  used  in  cases  more  interesting 
to  us  than'  the  late  one. 
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In  a  lute  conrersaticm  with  tbe  Count  de  Vergennes,  he  asked  me 
if  tbt  coDcKtion  of  our  finances  was  itnproring.  He  did  not  make 
an  application  of  the  question  to  the  atrrearages  of  their  inteitest, 
though  pertiaps  he  meant  that  I  should  apply  it  I  told  him  the 
impost  stin  £xmd  obstacles,  and  explained  to  him  the  effects  Inrfaich 
I  hoped  fiom  our  land  office. 

Tour  letter  of  thcf  15th  of  April  did  n()t  come  to  hand  till  th^ 
37th  ultimo. 

I  enclose  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Dumas  to  the  President  6f  Congress^ 
and  aoeompan jT  the  present  witii  the  Leyden  Crasettes^  itnd  GdiSette 
of  France,  fiom  the  date  last  sent  you  to  the  present  time. 

I  hate  the  honor  to  be,  be., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


7R(»f  THOMAS  SEmBSOn  TO  J^OHH  JlT. 

Park,  Aogasl  U,  1785. 

Sir, 

The  letter  of  June  18th,  signed  by  Dr.  Franklin  and  myself,  is 
the  last  addressed  to  you  fit>m  hence  on  the  subjects  of  the  general 
commissionf. 

As  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary  that  the  signature  of  the 
Prussian  treaty,  whenerer  it  sfaotild  be  in  readiness,  should  be  made 
separately,  the  intervention  of  a  person  of  confidence  between  the 
Prussian  nenipotentiary  and  us  became  also  rec(uisite.  Ws  officef 
would  be  to  roceire  the  duplicates  of  the  treaty  here,  signed  by 
Doctor  Franklin  and  myself,  to  carty  them  to  London  to  Mr.  Adams, 
and  to  the  Hague  to  Baron  Thulemeier,  for  thenr  signatures.  More* 
over,  to  take  hence  the  original  of  our  fiill  powers  to  show  to  Baron 
Thulemeier,  and  the  copy  of  his,  which  he  had  before  communicated 
to  us,  to  ask  firom  him  a  sight  of  the  original,  to  compare  the  copy 
with  it,  and  certify  the  latter  to  be  true. 

Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin,  and  myself,  therefore,  had  concluded 
to  engage  Mr.  Short  (a  gentleman  of  Virginia,  who  lives  with  me  at 
present)  to  transact  tUs  business,  and  to  invest  him  with  the  character 
of  Secretary  pro  hac  vicCy  in  order  that  his  signature  of  the  truth  of 
the  copy  of  Baron  Thulemeier's  full  power  might  authenticate  that 
copy. 
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On  the  receipt  of  the  letter  No.  1,  therefinre,  from  that  Minister, 
Mr.  Short  set  out  hence  with  the  necessary  papers.  By  a  letter 
lately  received  from  him,  I  expect  he  left  London  for  the  Hague 
about  the  10th  instant,  and  that  the  treaty  b  ultimately  executed  by 
this  time.  In  respect  to  the  desire  expressed  by  Barcm  Thulemei^ 
in  the  letter,  we  associated  Mr.  Dumas  with  Mr.  Short,  to  assist  id 
the  exchange  of  signatures  and  other  ceremonies  of  execution.  We 
agreed  to  bear  Mr.  Short's  expensqp,  and  have  thought  that  a  guinea 
a  day  (Sundays  excluded)  would  be  a  proper  compensation  fcx*  his 
trouble,  and  the  necessary  equipments  for  his  journey  which  could 
not  enter  into  the  account  of  travelling  expenses.  I  hope  by  the 
first  safe  conveyance  to  be  able  to  forward  to  you  the  original  of  the 
treaty. 

No.  2  is  my  answer  to  Baron  Thulemeier's  letter ;  No.  3,  our 
instructions  to  Mr.  Short ;  and  No.  4,  our  letter  to  Mr.  Dumas. 

Mr.  Lamb's  delay  gives  me  infinite  uneasiness. 

You  will  see  by  the  enclosed  papers,  Nos.  5, 6,  and  7,  sent  me  by 
Mr.  Carmichael,  that  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  at  the  instance  of 
the  Spanish  Court,  has  delivered  up  the  crew  of  the  Betsey. 

No.  8,  also  received  fix>m  Mr.  Carmichael,  is  a  list  of  articles 
given  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  the  last  year  by  the  States  Gen^nal. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Spanbh  negotiator  at  Algiers  has  concluded 
a  peace  with  that  State,  and  has  agreed  to  give  them  a  million  of 
dollars,  besides  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  things  in  kind. 

The  treaty  meets  with  difficulties  in  the  ratification ;  perhaps  the 
exorbitance  of  the  price  may  occasion  them.  Rumors  are  spread 
abroad  that  they  are  pointing  their  preparations  at  us.  The  enclosed 
paper,  No.  9,  b  the  only  colorable  evidence  of  this  \^ch  has  come 
to  my  knowledge.  I  have  proposed  to  Mr.  Adams  that  if  Mr.  Lamb 
does  dot  come  either  in  the  French  or  English  packet  then  (August 
6)  next  expected,  to  send  some  person  immediately  to  negotiate 
these  treaties,  on  the  presumption  that  Mr.  Lamb's  purpose  has  been 
changed.  We  shall  still  be  at  a  loss  for  the  instructions  of  which  he 
is  said  to  have  been  the  bearer.  I  expect  Mr.  Adams's  answer  on 
the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  BARON  DE   THULEHEIER  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

The  Hag:ae,  July  19, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  King  has  perfectly  approyed  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  commerce 
and  amity  with  the  United  States  of  America,  which  has  been  the 
result  of  om*  common  cares,  and  in  the  manner  described  at  the  end 
of  the  last  letter  with  which  you  honored  me,  dated  26th  May  of  the 
present  year. 

His  Majesty  is,  moreover,  willing  that,  agreeable  to  your  propo* 
sition,  sir,  and  that  of  your  colleagues,  the  duraticm  of  the  said  treaty 
be  in  the  first  instance  fixed  to  ten  years ;  and  it  is  in  consequence 
of  my  instructions  that  the  term  mentioned  in  the  27th  ardcle  has 
been  expressed.  He  orders  me  now  to  proceed  to  the  required 
signature  with  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  to 
direct,  with  their  good  pleasure,  the  introduction  conformable  to  that 
which  has  been  used  in  the  treaty  of  commerce  concluded  with  the 
King  of  Sweden. 

TTie  copy  of  the  treaty  herewith,  which  I  purpose  signmg  m 
conformity  to  my  fiill  powers,  comprehends  these  different  objects ; 
and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  remind  you,  sir,  of  the  proposition 
which  I  took  the  liberty  of  making  to  you  in  my  letter  dated  the  17th 
of  June,  to  authorize  Mr.  Dumas,  Charge  d'Affitires,  to  proceed 
with  me  to  the  usual  exchange. 

The  Kmg  only  waits  for  die  copy  to  which  the  American  Pleni- 
potentiaries shall  have  affixed  their  signatures,  to  despatch  this 
ratification  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be,  DE  THULEMEIER. 

P.  S.  Shall  I  take  the  liberty  of  requesting  you,^ir,  to  forward  to 
America  the  letter  h^ewith  for  General  de  Steuben  ?  It  was  sent 
to  me  by  one  of  his  female  relations. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  BARON  BE  THULEMEIER. 

Paris,  July,  1785. 

I  was  honored  with  the  receipt  of  your  letter  on  the  24th  mstant, 
together  with  the  French  draft  of  the  treaty  proposed  as  it  ultimately 
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meets  hb  Majesty's  approbation.  Doctor  Frankluii  our  colleague, 
having  assisted  us  through  the  progress  of  thb  business,  we  were 
desirous  he  also  should  join  m  the  execution.  Duplicate  instruments 
were  therefore  prepared,  each  divided  into  two  columns,  in  (me  of 
which  we  entered  the  English  form  as  it  had  been  settled  between 
us,  leaving  the  other  blank  to  receive  the  French,  which  we  expected 
fix>m  you.  In  this  state  the  Doctor,  before  his  departure,  put  hb 
signature  and  seal  to  the  two  instruments.  We  have  since  put  into 
Ae  blank  cdlumn  the  French  form  received  from  you,  verbatim.  As 
we  thought  that  such  instruments  should  not  be  trusted  out  of  confi- 
dential hands,  and  the  bearer  thereof,  William  Short,  Eisq.,  heretofore 
a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  happened  to  be  io 
Paris,  and  willing  to  give  us  hb  assbtance  herein,  they  are  delivered 
into  hb  hands,  with  other  necessary  papers,  according  to  an  arrange- 
ment previously  made  between  Mr.  Adams,  pr.  Fmnklin,  and 
myself.  He  wHl  proceed  to  London  to  obtain  Mr.  Adams's  signa- 
ture, and  thence  to  the  Hague,  where  we  have,  according  to  your 
desire,  associated  Mr.  Dumas  with  him,  to  concur  with  you  in  the 
final  execution. 

It  b  with  smgubr  pleasure  I  see  this  connexion  formed  by  my 
country  with  a  sovereign  whose  character  gives  a  lustre  to  aU  the 
transactkms  of  which  he  makes  a  part. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be,  TH :  JCaTTERSOfT. 


ntSTBUOnONS     FBOM    JOBIT    ADAMS     AND     TH01CA8     JZimSOlT    TO 
WUAAAM   SHCMn. 

Sir, 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
hb  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia  having  been  arranged  with  the 
Baron  de  Thulemeier,  hb  Majes^'s  Envoy  Extraordinary  at  the 
Hague,  specially  empowered  for  thb  purpose,  and  it  being  inoM- 
sbtentwith  our  duties  to  repair  to  that  place  ourselves  for  the  purpose 
of  executmg  and  exchanging  the  instruments  of  treaty,  we  hereby 
appoint  you  speeial  secretary  for  that  purpose. 

You  receive  fix)m  Colonel  Humphreys,  Secretary  of  our  Legation, 
the  original  of  our  foil  powers,  and  a  copy  of  the  same  attested  by 
him,  the  foil  power  heretofore  comHuinicated  to  us  by  the  Baroo  d? 
Thulemeier,  md  the  two  instrumeot^  ot  treaty  anti^;ed  between  m. 
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each  in  two  columns,  the  one  in  English  and  the  other  in  French, 
equally  caiginals.  From  us  you  .receive  a  letter  to  Charles  Dumas, 
Esq.,  for  the  United  States  at  the  Hague,  associating  him 

with  you  in  the  objects  of  your  mission. 

You  will  proceed  immediately  to  the  Hague,  and  being  arrived 
there  will  deliver  the  letter  to  Mr.  Dumas,  and  proceed  conjunctively 
with  him  in  the  residue  of  your  business,  which  is  to  be  executed 
there. 

The  oripnal  of  our  fuH  powers  is  to  be  exhibited  to  the  Pleni- 
potentiary of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Prussia,  and  the  attested  copy 
is  to  be  left  with  him,  you  taking  back  the  original.  You  will  in 
like  manner  ask  an  exhibition  of  the  original  of  his  full  powers,  and 
also  a  copy  duly  attested.  You  will  compare  the  copy  with  the 
original,  and  bebg  satisfied  of  its  exactness,  you  will  return  the 
original  and  keep  the  copy.  That  you  may  be  under  no  doubt 
whether  the  full  powers  exhibited  to  you  be  sufficient  or  not,  you 
will  receive  from  Colonel  Humphreys  those  which  the  Baron  de 
Thulemeier  heretoibre  sent  to  us.  1£  those  which  shall  be  exhibited 
agree  with  these  in  form  or  substance,  they  will  be  sufficient. 

The  fiiU  powers  being  approved  on  each  side,  and  exchanged, 
you  will  obtain  the  signature  and  seal  of  the  Prussian  Plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  two  instruments  of  treaty  with  which  you  are  charged, 
and  yourself  and  Mr.  Dumas  will  attest  the  same.  One  of  those 
original  instruments  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  the  Prussian 
Plenipotentiary,  the  other  you  will  retain. 

You  will  1^  that  the  ratification  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Prussia  be  made  known  to  us  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  taken  place, 
giving  an  assurance  on  our  part  that  that  of  Congress  shall  also  be 
communicated  so  soon  as  it  shall  have  taken  place — ^when  both 
ratifications  shall  be  known,  measures  may  be  concerted  for  ex- 
changing them.  You  will  confer  with  the  said  Plenipotentiary  on 
the  exp^ency  of  keeping  this  treaty  uncommunicated  to  the  public 
until  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  and  agree  accordingly.  You  will 
then  return  to  Paris,  and  redeliver  to  the  Secretary  of  our  Legation 
our  original  full  powers,  the  copies  of  those  of  Prussia  beforemen- 
tioned,  and  the  original  instrument  of  the  treaty  which  you  shall 
have  retained. 

(London.)  JOHN  ADAMS, 

(Paris.)  TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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INSTKITCnONS   VBOM  JOHN  ADAMS   AND  THOICAS  JEFFEBSON  TO 
CHARLES   DUMAS. 

Sir, 

A  treaty  of  amity  and  c(»iunerce  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  his  Majesty  the  Kmg  of  Prussia  having  been  arranged 
by  us  with  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier,  his  Majesty's  fkiyoy  Extraor- 
dinary at  the  Hague,  specially  empowered  for  this  purpose;  and 
it  being  inconsistent  with  our  other  duties  to  repair  to  that  place 
ourselves,  for  the  purpose  of  executing  and  exchangmg  the  instra- 
ments  of  treaty,  we  have  delivered  the  same,  duly  executed  on  our 
part,  to  the  bearer  hereof,  William  Short,  Elsq.,  to  be  by  him  carried, 
with  other  necessary  papers,  to  the  Hague. 

When  arrived  there,  we  ask  and  authorize  you  to  manage,  in 
conjunction  with  him,  the  execution  and  exchange  of  the  instruments 
of  treaty,  according  to  the  instructions  he  receives  fix)m  us,  and  will 
communicate  to  you. 

Your  former  attention  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States,  and 
readiness  to  promote  them,  give  us  assurance  that  you  will  not 
withhold  them  on  the  present  occasion. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOM  MR.  CABMICHABL  TO  THOMAS  JEFFEB80N. 

Cadiz,  July  19, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  now  the  pleasure  to  advise  you  that  the  captain  and  crew 
of  the  brig  Betsy  arrived  here  yesterday  bom  Barbary,  with  Mr. 
Salinas,  and  were  immediately  delivered  to  me,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
I,  in  my  carmUar  capacity,  may  judge  proper.  They  have  already 
cost  me  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  must  cpst  me  more  before  they 
can  be  shipped  off,  which  will  be  as  soon  as  possible.  It  seems  to 
me  the  public  b  justly  liable  for  all  these  charges.  However,  since 
the  Commissioners  are  of  a  different  opinion,  we  must  see  what  can 
be  done  at  home.  I  this  morning  waited  on  Mr.  Salinas,  to  return 
him  thanks,  in  the  best  Spanish  I  could  muster,  for  the  friendly 
mterposition  of  hb  Majesty  and  his  own  conduct  in  this  afiair.     He 
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received  me  very  politely,  and  desired  me  to  inform  you  of  what  he 
had  done,  adding  that  he  had  recommended  the  United  States  in  a 
particular  manner  to  the  Cmperor,  who,  however,  must  have  an 
Envoy  and  presents  firom  them  soon,  or  he  will  not  be  our  friend. 
The  brig  was  also  ordered  to  be  delivered  up,  but  the  captain  informs 
me  she  is  gone  to  wreck,  and  can  never  be  refitted  for  sea  except 
at  a  greater  expense  than  she  is  worth.  I  shall  endeavor  to  get 
what  is  remaining  of  the  cargo.  I  am  alarmed  on  account  of  the 
Algerines.  Their  peace  with  Spain  has  opened  a  large  field  to  their 
piracies.  Several  of  their  cruisers  are  out,  and  I  hear  that  thirteen 
prizes  have  already  passed  the  straits,  chiefly  Portuguese,  I  ima-^ 
gine. 

The  Americans,  I  hope,  are  too  much  firightened  already  to 
venture  any  vessels  this  way,  especially  during  the  summer.  They 
run  some  risk,  however,  even  in  the  more  northern  latitudes. 


FROM  LOUIS  OOUBLOT  TO  WILLIAM  CABMICHAEL,  CHARGi  D'AFFAIRES 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  TO  HIS  CATHOLIC  MAJESTT. 

Translation. 

Sallee,  June  95, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  with  very  great  pleasure,  that  in 
consequence  of  what  I  hinted  in  my  last,  of  the  10th  instant,  to  Mr. 
Harrison,  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  has  liberated  Captain 
Erwin  and  his  whole  crew,  whom  he  made  a  present  of  to  Don 
Francisco  de  Salinas  y  Monino,  his  Catholic  Majesty's  Envoy  to  his 
Imperial  Majesty  of  Morocco,  with  order  that  the  vessel  and  cargo 
should  be  restored  to  the  captain,  who  arrived  here  yesterday  from 
Morocco.  He  is  to  set  out  the  day  after  to-morrow  for  Tangiers, 
under  the  escort  of  the  Spanish  Ambassador. 

His  Majesty  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  has,  moreover,  ordered  that 
the  Americans  should  be  clothed  for  their  passage  here,  which  has 
been  performed,  by  ilimbhing  each  of  them  with  cloth  for  a  complete 
suit. 

Allow  me  to  give  my  opinion  of  the  motives  which  have  induced 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco  to  act  so  generously  towards  the  United 
States. 
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Mr.  Webster  Blouot,  the  Dutch  Consul  General,  bad  requested  of 
him  the  American  captives.  He  refused  bim,  telling  him  that  be 
idiould  only  interest  lumself  in  behalf  of  his  own  natioB.  It  was 
reasonable  to  conclude  from  thb  that  the  Emperor  was  not  disposed 
to  release  his  prisoners  so  soon,  notwithstanding  he  released  them 
without  ransom  in  another  way.  This  is  a  political  stroke  ot  the 
African  monarch,  who,  in  my  opinion,  Biay  be  actuated  by  two 
different  motives,  altbough  at  the  same  time  for  his  own  particular 
benefit.  He  may,  in  the  first  place,  flatter  hims^  that,  by  bdiavmg 
generously  on  the  present  occasion,  he  will,  by  that  means,  convince 
all  the  Christian  Powers  that  a  Mahometan  Prince  is  as  susceptible 
of  humanity  and  civility  as  the  most  polished  nation  of  Europe. 
For  nothing  more  flatters  the  grandeur  of  this  sovereign  than  when 
he  is  praised  on  account  of  hb  generosity  towards  the  Christians ; 
yet,  notwithstanding,  he  never  loses  sight  that  by  treating  the 
Europeans  m  general  well,  he  obtains  more  profit  than  by  using 
them  ill. 

He  may,  in  the  second  place,  persuade  himself  that  the  United 
States  will  not  fail  to  treat  with  him ;  and  that  when  they  shall 
see  that  he  has  acted  thus  towards  the  Americans,  they  will  the 
more  eamesdy  seek  his  friendship,  in  a  manner  that  will  be  ben^cial 
to  him.  . 

However,  I  still  continue  to  think  that  unless  Congress  speedily 
makes  amicable  propositions  to  thb  sovereign,  it  will  be  no  matter 
of  surprise  that  hb  corsairs  commit  fresh  acts  of  hostility  against  the 
American  vessels.  However  that  may  be,  if  hereafter  you  should 
conceive  me  of  any  use  in  the  a&irs  that  may  happen  between  the 
United  States  and  Morocco,  I  can  only  take  the  liberty  of  again 
offering  myself,  with  the  same  zeal  that  I  have  already  done,  and 
whilst  I  wait  your  Excellency's  orders  to  continue  or  suspend  mj 
correspondence  on  thb  subject, 

I  have  die  honor,  &c.,  LOUIS  GOUBLOT. 


FBOM  THE  COUNT  D£  FLORIDA  BLANCA  TO  WILLIAM  CABMICHAEL. 

Translation. 
Sff, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Don  Francisco  Salinas  y  Monino,  whom  die 
Kmg  has  appointed  hb  Envoy  Ektraordinary  and  Minbter  Plenipo- 
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lentiary  at  the  Court  of  the  King  of  Iforocco,  informs  me  by  letter, 
dated  the  1 5th  June,  that,  havmg  applied  to  his  Majesty  to  order  the 
Americans  whom  he  detained  as  prisoners  to  be  delivered  to  him, 
that  ^Prince  had  granted  it,  and  also  the  vessel  in  which  they  were 
taken,  saying  that  he  wished  to  make  peace  with  the  United  States 
of  America,  by  the  mediation  of  the  King  of  Spain. 

I  postponed  giving  you  this  information  until  I  could  confirm  it  by 
the  actual  delivery  of  those  Am^cans  and  their  vessel  to  the  afore- 
said Minister.  He  advises  me,  on  the  9di  July,  that  it  was  done, 
and  that  he  had  received  ten  Americans,  with  their  clothmg,  and 
also  the  brigantine,  but  in  a  state  not  to  be  navigated.  I  communi- 
cate this  to  you,  addmg  that  the  said  Americans  are  now  at  Cadiz, 
at  the  disposition  of  their  Consul,  who  should  also  give  orders 
respecting  the  brigantine  left  at  Tangier. 

The  King  derived  much  pleasure  firom  the  successiul  issue  of  this 
negotiation,  in  which  his  Majesty  has  taken  the  part  which  you  have 
seen  m  order  to  give  the  United  States  this  further  proof  of  his 
friendship  and  good  willy  and  his  Majesty  remains  disposed  to  con- 
tinue them  on  the  occasions  which  may  arise  firom  this  subject,  (in 
case  the  United  States  should  determine  <o  avail  themselves  of  Uiis 
overture  of  the  King  of  Morocco,  and  authorize  you  for  it,)  and  also 
upon  all  other  occasions  interesting  to  those  Republics. 


Translation. 

LIST  or  PRESENTS  MADE  BT  THE  STATES  GENERAL  TO  THE  EMPEROR 
/  OF  MOROCCO,  1784. 

69  masts,  firom  50  to  91  feet  m  length. 

24  poles,  firom  36  to  54  do. 

15  cables,  from  10  to  14  inches  circumference,  and  120  fathoms 

long. 
15  do.  from  6  to  8  do.,  100  fathoms  long. 
97  diflferent  pieces  large  cordage. 
160  pieces  smaller  do.,  100  fathoms  each. 
10  tarr^  do.,  2^  inches,  100  fathoms. 
150  balls  of  coarse  twine. 
300  dozen  cords  of  6  and  8  threads. 
18  soundmg  lines. 
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1,000  fathoms  from  2  to  42  threads. 

50  pieces  iron  camion,  6  pounders,  with  carriages,  and  1,500 

bullets. 
12  anchors,  from  1,150  to  1,550  cwt. 
6  kedge  anchors. 
3  small      do. 

220  pieces  sail  cloth,  containing  10,560  elk. 
45       do.    finer,  do.        4,057  do* 

20      do.   Flemish  cloth,  do.        8,832  do. 
60  skeins  twine. 
1,450  assorted  pullies. 
100  pieces  of  wood  for  oafs. 

9  large  pieces  for  pumps. 
20  pieces  for  smaller  do. 

51  chests,  with  diflferent  utensils  and  tools  for  the  artillery,  car- 

penters, and  calkers. 
12  quadrants. 
27  sea  charts. 
12  compasses. 
26  hour-glasses. 
60  dozen  sail  needles. 
3  large  lanthoms,  and  30  small. 
6  sounding  leads,  bom  12  to  18. 
24  tons  pitch. 

10  pieces  brass  24-pounders. 

10        do.         18  carriages,  and  200  bullets,  241b. 

200  shot,  181b. 

300  casks  of  different  sizes. 


EXTRAORDINABT   PRESENTS. 

2  pieces  scarlet. 
2    do.    green  cloth. 
1     do.  do. 

1  do.    blue    do. 

2  do.    white  do. 

1  barrel,  containing  280  loaves  sugar,  1,072  lbs. 
1  chest,  100  lbs.  tea. 
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2  sets  India  porcelain. 

1  case,  containing  24  large  China  bowk. 
50  pieces  muslin. 

3  clocks. 

1  very  large  watch. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  December  7, 1785. 
Sir, 
The  last  letter  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  from  you  is 
dated  the  14th  August  last.  My  last  to  you  is  dated  the  2d  idtimo, 
by  Mr.  Houdon,  who,  I  hope,  has  by  this  time  safely  arrived. 
Nothing  of  importance  has  since  occurred  except  the  arrival  of  Mr. 
Temple,  respecdng  whom  I  enclose  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  of 
2d  instant. 

With  great  esteem,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  packet  of  newspapers. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  January  19, 1786. 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  of  7th  December  ultimo,  and  indeed  for  some  time 
before  that.  Congress  has  been  composed  of  so  few  States  actually 
represented,  as  not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  pay  that  attention  to 
their  foreign  affiiirs  which  they  would  doubtless  have  otherwise  done. 
Hence  it  has  happened  that  no  resolutions  have  been  entered  into 
on  any  of  the  important  subjects  submitted  to  their  consideration. 
This  obliges  me  to  observe  a  degree  of  reserve  in  my  letters  respect- 
ing subjects  which  I  wish  to  be  free  from,  but  which  is  nevertheless 
necessary,  lest  my  sentiments  and  opinions  should  be  opposed  to 
those  which  they  may  adopt  and  wish  to  impress. 

There  b  reason  to  hope  that  the  requisition  will  be  generally 
complied  with.  I  say  generally,  because  it  is  not  quite  clear  that 
every  State,  without  exception,  will  make  punctual  payments, 
although  a  disposition  prevails  to  enable  Congress  to  regulate  trade. 
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Vet  I  am  apprehensive  that,  however  the  propriety  of  the  measure 
may  be  admitted,  the  manaer  of  doing  k  will  not  be  with  equal  ease 
agreed  to. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  confederatioa  has  dot  been  so 
formed  as  to  exclude  the  necessity  of  all  such  kinds  of  questions.  It 
certainly  is  very  imperfect,  and  I  fear  it  will  be  difficult  to  remedy 
its  defects  until  experience  shall  render  the  necessity  of  doing  it  mare 
obvious  and  pressing. 

[Several  lines  were  here  written  in  cyphers,  of  which  the  following 
is  the  expUcation :] 

Does  France  consider  herself  bound  by  her  guarantee  to  insist  on 
the  surrender  of  our  poets  ?  Will  she  second  our  remonstrances  to 
Britam  on  that  head  ?  I  have  no  orders  to  ask  these  quesdcxis,  but 
I  think  them  important.  Spain  insists  on  the  narigation  of  the  great 
river,  and  that  renders  a  treaty  with  her  uncertain  as  yet. 

Among  die  public  papers  herewith  sent  you  will  find  the  speech 
of  the  Governor  of  New  York  to  the  Legislature,  and  the  answer  of 
the  Senate.  A  spirit  more  federal  seems  to  prevail  than  that  which 
marked  their  proceedings  last  year.  You  will  also  perceive  from  the 
papers  that  Massachusetts  begins  to  have  troubles  similar  to  those 
which  this  State  experienced  from  Vermont ;  North  Carolina  suffers 
the  like  evils,  and  from  the  same  causes.  Congress  should  have 
recollected  the  old  maxim,  ob$ta  principm. 

I  wish  the  negotiations  with  the  Barbary  Powers  may  prove 
successful,  because  our  country  in  general  desires  peace  with  them. 
For  my  part  I  prefer  war  to  tribute,  and  that  sentiment  was  strongly 
expressed  in  my  report  on  that  subject* 

Our  Indian  afiairs  do  not  prosper.  I  fear  Britain  bids  higher  than 
we  do.  Our  surveys  have  been  checked,  and  peace  with  the 
savages  seems  somewhat  precarious.  That  department  might,  in 
my  opinion,  have  been  better  managed. 

With  great  and  sincere  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEnTSKSON  TO  JOHK  JAY. 

PkriB,  August  30, 178S. 
Sir, 

I  liad  the  honor  of  writing  to  you  on  the  14th  instant,  by  a  Mr. 

Cannon,  of  Connecticut,  who  was  to  sail  in  the  packet*    Sii£ce  that 
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date,  yours  of  July  IStb  is  come  to  baud.  The  times  for  the  sailing 
of  the  packets  beiog  somewhat  deranged,  I  avail  myself  of  a  convey** 
ance  of  the  present  by  the  Messrs*  Fitzhugh,  of  Virginia,  who  expect 
to  land  at  Philadelphia. 

I  enclose  you  a  c<»rrespondenGe  which  has  taken  place  between 
the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  Minister  of  the  Marine,  and  myself.  It 
is  on  the  subject  of  the  fmze  money  due  to  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Alliance,  for  prizes  taken  in  Europe  under  the  comnumd  of 
Captain  Jones.  That  officer  has  been,  under  the  direction  of 
Congress,  nearly  two  years  soliciting  the  liquidation  and  payment  of 
that  money.  Infinke  delays  had  retarded  the  liquidation  till  the 
month  of  June.  It  was  expected  when  the  liquidaticxi  was  announced 
to  be  completed,  that  the  money  was  to  be  received.  The  M.  de 
Castries  doubted  the  authority  of  Captain  Jones  to  receive  it,  and 
wrote  to  me  for  information.  I  wrote  him  the  letter  dated  July 
10th,  which  seemed  to  clear  away  that  difficulty.  Another  arose-— 
a  Mr.  Puchelberg  presented  powers  to  receive  the  money.  I  wrote 
then  the  letter  of  August  3d,  and  received  that  of  M.  de  Castries  of 
August  12th,  acknowledging  he  was  satisfied  as  to  this  difficulty, 
but  announcing  another,  to  wit :  that  possibly  some  French  subjects 
might  have  been  on  board  the  Alliance,  and  therefore  that  Captain 
Jones  ought  to  give  security  for  the  repayment  of  their  pc^oos. 
Captain  Jones  had  before  told  me  that  there  was  not  a  Frenchman 
on  board  that  vessdi  but  the  captain.  I  inquired  of  Mr.  Barclay ; 
he  told  me  he  was  satisfied  there  was  not  one. 

Here  then  was  a  mere  possibility,  a  shadow  of  a  right,  opposed 
to  a  certain,  to  a  substantial  one,  which  existed  in  the  mass  of  the 
crew,  and  which  was  likely  to  be  delayed ;  for  it  could  not  be 
expected  that  Captain  Jones  could,  in  a  strange  country,  find  the 
security  required.  These  difficulties  I  suppose  to -have  been 
conjured  up,  one  after  another,  by  Mr.  Puchelberg,  who  wanted  to 
get  hold  of  the  mcmey.  I  saw  but  one  way  to  cut  short  these  ever* 
lasting  delays,  which  were  ruining  the  officer  soliciting  the  payment 
of  the  money,  and  keeping  our  seamen  out  of  what  they  had  hardly 
fought  for  years  ago.  Thb  was  to  undertake  to  ask  an  order  from 
Congress  for  the  payment  of  any  French  claimants,  by  their  banker 
in  Paris,  and  in  the  meantime  to  undertake  to  order  such  payment, 
^uld  any  such  claimant  prove  his  title,  before  the  pleasure  of 
Congress  should  be  made  known  to  me.    I  consulted  with  Mr. 
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Barclay,  who  seemed  satisfied  I  might  venture  this  ondertakingy 
because  no  such  claim  could  be  presented.  I  therefore  wrote  the 
letter  of  August  17th,  and  received  that  of  August  36th,  finally 
closing  thb  tedious  busbess. 

Should  what  I  have  done  not  meet  the  approbation  of  Congress, 
I  would  pray  their ,  immediate  sense,  because  it  b  not  probable  that 
the  whole  of  this  money  will  be  paid  so  hastily,  but  that  their  orders 
may  arrive  in  time  to  stop  a  sufficiency  for  any  French  claimants 
who  may  possibly  exist.  The  following  paragraph  of  a  letter  fincMn 
Captain  Jones,  dated  "  L'Orient,  August  24,  1785,"  fiirth^  satisfies 
me  that  my  undertakmg  amounted  to  nothing  in  fact.     He  says  <<  it 

<  is  impossible  that  any  legal  demands  should  be  made  on  you  for 

<  French  subjects,  in  consequence  of  your  engagement  to  the  Mare- 

<  schal.    The  Alliance  was  manned  in  America,  and  I  never  heard 

*  of  any  persons  having  served  on  board  that  fiigate  who  bad  been 

<  bom  in  France,  except  the  Captain,  who,  as  I  was  infcurmed,  bad 

<  in  America  abjured  the  Church  of  Rome,  and  been  naturalized." 

Should  Congress  approve  of  what  I  have  done,  I  will  then  ask 
their  resolution  for  the  payment,  by  their  banker  here,  of  any  such 
claims  as  may  be  properly  authenticated,  and  will,  moreover,  pray 
of  you  an  authentic  roll  of  the  crew  of  the  Alliance,  with  the  sums 
to  be  allowed  to  each  person.  On  the  subject  of  which  roll.  Captain 
Jones,  m  the  letter  abovementioned,  says :  "  I  carried  a  set  of  the 

<  rolls  with  me  to  America,  and  before  I  embarked  in  the  French 

<  fleet  at  Boston,  I  put  them  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Secretary 

*  Livingston,  and  they  were  sealed  up  among  the  papers  of  his  office 

<  when  I  left  America."  I  think  it  possible  that  Mr.  Puchelberg 
may  excite  claims.  Should  any  name  be  offered  which  shall  not  be 
found  on  the  roll,  it  will  be  a  sufficient  disproof  of  the  pretension. 
Should  it  be  found  on  that  roll,  it  will  remain  to  prove  the  identity 
of  the  person,  and  to  inquire  if  payment  may  not  have  been  made 
in  America.  I  conjecture  from  the  Journals  of  Congress  of  June 
2d  that  Landais,  who,  I  believe,  was  the  captam,  may  be  in 
America.  As  his  portion  of  prize  money  may  be  considerable,  I 
hope  it  will  be  settled  in  America,  where  only  it  can  be  known 
whether  any  advances  may  have  been  made  him. 

The  person  at  the  head  of  the  post  office  here  says  he  proposed 
to  Doctor  Franklin  a  convention  to  facilitate  the  passage  of  letters 
through  their  (^ce  and  ours,  and  that  he  delivered  a  draft  of  the 
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conventioii  proposed,  that  it  migbt  be  sent  to  Congress.  I  think  it 
possible  he  may  be  mistaken  in  this,  as,  on  my  mentioning  it  to 
Doctor  Franklin,  he  did  not  recollect  any  such  draft  having  been 
put  into  his  hands.  An  answer,  however,  is  expected  by  them.  I 
mention  it  that  Congress  may  decide  whether  they  will  make  any 
ccNiyention  on  the  subject,  and  on  what  principle.  The  one 
proposed  here  was,  that  for  letters  passmg  hence  into  America,  the 
French  postage  should  be  collected  by  our  post  offices,  and  paid 
every  six  months ;  and  for  letters  coming  from  America  here,  the 
Ammcan  postage  should  be  collected  by  the  post  offices  here,  and 
paid  to  us  in  like  manner.  A  second  plan,  however,  presents  itself: 
that  is,  to  suppose  the  sums  to  be  thus  collected  on  each  side 
will  be  equal,  or  so  nearly  equal,  that  the  balance  will  not  pay  the 
trouble  of  keeping  accounts,  and  the  little  bickerings  that  the  settle- 
ment of  accounts  and  demands  of  the  balances  may  occasion,  and, 
therefore,  to  make  an  exchange  of  postage.  This  would  better 
secure  our  harmony,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  agreed  to 
here;  if  not,  the  other  migbt  then  be  agreed  to. 

I  have  waited  hitherto,  supposing  that  Congress  might  possibly 
appoint  a  secretary  to  the  legation  here,  or  signify  their  pleasure 
that  I  should  appoint  a  private  secretary  to  aid  me  in  my  office. 
The  communications  between  the  Minbters  and  myself  requiring 
often  that  many  and  long  papers  should  be  copied^  and  that  in  a 
shorter  time  than  could  be  done  by  myself,  were  I  otherwise  unoc- 
cupied, with  other  correspondences  and  proceedings,  of  all  which 
eopies  must  be  retained,  and  still  more,  the  necessity  of  having  some 
confidential  person  who,  in  case  of  any  accident  to  myself,  migbt  be 
authorized  to  take  possession  of  the  instructions,  letters,  and  other 
papers  of  the  office,  have  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  for  me  to 
appoint  a  private  secretary.  Colonel  Humphreys  finds  full  occupa*- 
tion,  and  often  more  than  he  can  do,  in  writing  and  recording  the 
despatches  and  proceedings  of  the  general  commissions.  I  shall, 
therefore,  appoint  Mr.  Short,  on  his  return  fix>m  the  Hague,  with  an 
express  condition  that  the  appointment  shall  cease  whenever  Congress 
shall  think  proper  to  make  any  other  arrangement.  He  will,  of  course, 
expect  the  allowance  heretofore  made  to  the  private  secretaries  of  the 
Ministers,  which,  I  believe,  has  been  a  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

An  improv^n^oit  is  made  here  in  the  construction  of  the  musket, 
which  it  may  be  mterestmg  to  Congress  to  know^  should  they  at  any 
Vol.  L— 41 
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time  propose  to  procure  any.  It  consists  in  the  making  every 
part  of  them  so  exactly  alike,  that  what  belongs  to  any  one  may 
be  used  for  every  other  mudcet  in  the  magazine*  The  Government 
here  has  examined  and  approved  the  method,  and  is  establishing  a 
large  manufactory  For  the  purpose.  As  yet,  the  inventor  has  only 
completed  the  lock  of  the  musket  on  this  plan.  He  will  proceed 
immediately  to  have  the  barrel,  stock,  and  their  parts  executed  in 
the  same  way.  Supposing  it  mi^t  be  useful  to  the  United  States, 
I  went  to  the  workman ;  he  presented  me  the  parts  of  fifty  locks 
taken  to  pieces,  and  arranged  in  compartments.  I  put  several 
togedier  myself,  taking  pieces  at  hazard  as  they  came  to  hand,  and 
they  fitted  in  the  most  perfect  manner.  The  advantages  of  this, 
when  arms  need  repair,  are  evident.  ^ 

He  efibcts  it  by  tools  of  his  own  contrivance,  which  at  the  same 
time  abridge  the  work,  so  that  he  thinks  he  shall  be  able  to  furnish 
the  musket  two  livres  cheaper  than  the  common  price.  But  it  will 
be  two  or  three  years  before  he  will  be  able  to  furnish  any  quantity. 
I  mention  it  now,  as  it  may  have  influence  on  die  plan  for  fiimishing 
our  magazines  with  this  arm. 

Everything  in  Europe  remains  as  when  I  wrote  joa  last. 

The  peace  between  Spain  and  Algiers  has  the  appearance  of 
being  broken  off. 

The  French  packet  being  arrived  without  Mr.  Lamb,  or  any  news 
of  him,  I  await  Mr.  Adams's  acceding  to  the  proposition  mentioned 
in  my  last. 

I  send  you  the  gazettes  of  Leyden  and  France  to  this  date,  and 
have  die  honor  to  be,  be, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  TViomas  Jefferson  to  the  Mareschal  de 
Castrieiy  in  amtver  to  one  received  from  him  desiring  to  know 
how  far  Captain  Jones  was  authorized  to  receive  the  prize  money 
due  to  the  crew  of  the  Alliance. 

Paris,  July  10, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  am  honored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  on  the  prize  money, 

for  which  Mr.  Jones  applies.    The  papers  intended  to  have  been 

therein  enclosed  not  having  been  actually  enclosed,  I  am  finable  to 

say  anythbg  on  their  subject.    But  I  find  that  Congress,  on  the  1st 
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day  of  November,  1783,  fecomm^ded  Captain  Jones  to  their 
Minister  here,  as  agent  to  solicit,  under  his  direction,  payment  to  the 
officers  and  crews  for  the  prizes  taken  in  Europe  under  his  command, 
requiring  him,  previously,  to  give  to  their  Superintendent  of  Finance 
good  security  for  pajring  to  him  whatever  he  should  receive,  to  be  by 
him  distributed  to  those  entitled.  In  consequence  of  this.  Captain 
Jones  gave  the  securitjr  required,  as  it  is  certified  by  the  Superin- 
tendent of  Finance  on  the  6th  of  November,  1783,  and  received  from 
Doctor  Franklin  on  the  17th  of  December,  1783,  due  authority  as 
agent  to  solicit  the  said  payments. 

From  these  documents  I  consider  Captain  Jones  as  agent  for  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  interested  in  the  prizes  taken  in  Europe 
under  his  command,  and  that  he  is  properly  authorized  to  receive  the 
money  due  to  them,  having  given  good  security  to  transmit  it  to  the 
Treasury  Office  of  the  United  States,  whence  it  will  be  distribmted 
under  the  care  of  Congress  to  the  (^cers  and  crews  originally 
entitled,  or  to  their  representatives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH:  JEFFERSON. 


▲   SECOND  LETTSK  TO  THE  MABESCHAL  DE   CAST&IES. 

Paris,  August  3»  1785. 
Sir, 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  John  Paul  Jones,  on 
the  subject  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  to  write  me  on 
the  day  of  July,  will  inform  you  that  there  is  still  occasion  to 

be  troublesome  to  you.  A  Mr.  Puchelberg,  a  merchant  of  L'Orient, 
who  seems  to  have  kept  himself  unknown  until  money  was  to  be 
received,  now  presents  powers  to  receive  it,  signed  by  the  American 
officers  and  crews ;  and  this  produces  a  hesitation  in  the  person  to 
whom  your  order  was  directed.  Congress,  however,  having  substi* 
tuted  Captain  Jones  as  agent  to  solicit  and  receive  this  money,  he 
having  given  them  security  to  forward  it,  when  received,  to  their 
Treasury,  to  be  thence  distributed  to  the  claimants ;  and  having,  at 
a  considerable  expense  of  time,  trouble,  and  money,  attended  it  to  a 
conclusion,  are  circumstances  of  weight,  against  which  Mr.  Puchel- 
berg seems  to  have  nothing  to  oppose  but  a  nomination  by  individuals 
of  the  crew,  under  which  he  declined  to  act,  and  permitted  the 
business  to  be  done  by  another  without  contradiction  from  him. 
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Against  him^  too^  it  is  urged  that  he  fomented  the  sedition  which 
took  place  among  them ;  that  he  obtained  this  ncxnination  from  them 
while  their  mmds  were  under  ferment,  and  that  he  has  given  no 
security  for  the  faithiiil  pajrment  of  the  money  to  those  entitled  to  it. 
I  will  add  to  these  one  other  circumstance,  which  appears  to  render 
it  impossible  that  he  should  execute  this  trust.  It  is  now  several 
years  since  the  right  to  thb  money  arose ;  the  persons  in  whom  it 
originally  vested  were  probably  from  di^rent  States  in  America ; 
Biany  of  them  must  be  now  dead,  and  their  rights  passed  on  to  their 
representatives — but  who  are  their  representatives?  The  laws  of 
some  States  prefer  one  degree  of  relations,  those  of  others  prefer 
others ;  there  being  no  uaifimnity  among  the  States  on  this  point. 
Mr.  Puchelberg,  therefore,  should  know  which  of  the  parties  an 
dead,  in  what  order  the  laws  of  tho  respective  States  call  their  rela- 
tions to  the  succession,  and  in  every  case  which  of  those  orders  ara 
actually  m  existence,  and  entitled  to  the  share  of  the  deceased. 
With  the  Atlantic  ocean  between  the  principals  and  their  substitutes, 
your  Excellency  will  perceive  what  an  inexhaustible  sowce  of  diffi- 
culties, of  chicanery,  and  of  delay,  this  might  furnish  to  a  person 
who  should  find  an  mterest  in  keeping  this  money  as  long  as  possible 
m  his  own  hands,  whereas,  if  it  be  lodged  in  the  Treasury  of  Con- 
gress, they,  by  an  easy  reference  to  the  tribunals  of  the  different 
States,  can  have  every  one's  portion  immediately  rendered  to  himself, 
if  living,  and  if  dead,  to  such  of  his  relations  as  the  laws  of  the 
particular  State  prefer,  and  as  shall  be  found  actually  living.  I  the 
rather  urge  this  course,  as  I  foresee  that  it  will  relieve  your  Excellency 
fixmi  numberiess  appeals  which  these  people  will  be  continually 
making  fiom  the  decisions  of  Mr.  Puchelberg^  appeals  l&ely  to 
perpetuate  that  trouble  of  which  you  have  already  had  too  much, 
and  to  which  I  am  sorry  to  be  obliged  to  add  by  asldng  a  peremptory 
order  for  the  execution  of  what  you  were  before  pleased  to  (kcide 
on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,       -  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


VROM  CAPTAIN  JOHN  PAUL   JONES   TO  THOKAS   JEPPSBSON. 

L'Orient,  July  31, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  hopor  to  write  you  the  29th  of  this  month,  praying  you 

le  address  the  Court  to  prevent  Mr.  Puchelberg^  a  French  merchant 
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here,  flx>m  receivmg  the  prize  money  due  to  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States  who  served  on  board  the  squadron  I  commanded  in 
EiUrope.  I  have  done  my  duty,  and,  with  great  trouble  and  expense 
both  of  time  and  money,  obtained  a  settlement  in  their  fiivor  from 
Government.  But  if  Mr.  Puchelberg,  who  has  taken  no  trouble 
end  been  at  no  expense  to  obtain  a  settlement,  should  receive  the 
money,  the  greatest  part  of  it  will  never  reach  America,  nor  find  its 
way  into  the  pockets  of  the  captors.  Were  Mr.  Puchelberg  the 
honestest  man  in  the  world,  he  cannot,  at  this  distance  from  America, 
and  being  ignorant  of  the  laws  of  the  American  flag,  do  justice  to 
the  ccmcemed.  Besides,  a  preference  is  due  to  the  application  al 
tme  Government  to  another  for  what  regards  the  interests  of  its  sub«> 
jects,  especially  where  it  b  clear  that  every  cau^n  has  be^i  observed 
for  obtaining  justice  to  each  individual. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter,  which  has  just  now  been  commu- 
nicated to  me  from  Monsieur  de  Soulanges  a  MM.  les  Juges  Consul, 
dated  at  Toulon  the  14th  of  this  month,  announcing  that  the 
Algerines  have  declared  war  against  the  United  States,  is  of  too 
serious  a  nature  not  to  be  sent  immediately  to  you. 

This  event  may,  I  believe,  surprise  some  of  our  fellow-citizens ; 
but  for  my  part  I  am  rather  surprised  that  it  did  not  take  place 
sooner.  It  will  produce  a  good  effect  if  it  unites  the  people  of 
America  in  measures  consistent  with  their  national  honor  and  interest, 
and  rouses  them  from  that  ill-judged  security  which  the  intoxication 
of  success  has  produced  since  the  Revolution. 

My  best  wishes  will  always  attend  that  land  of  fi'eedom,  and  my 
pride  will  be  always  gratified  when  such  measures  are  adopted  as 
will  make  us  respected  as  a  great  people,  who  deserve  to  be  firee. 

I  am,  sir,  fee,  J.  PAUL  JONES. 


FROM  LE  MABESOHAL  DE   CASTRIES   TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSOIT. 

Translation. 

VersaiUeg,  August  12, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  received,  with  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor  to 

write  to  me  the  3d  of  this  month,  the  observations  of  Mr.  Jones  on 

the  insufficiency  of  the  powers  with  which  the  Sieur  Puchelberg  is 

vested  for  taking  charge  of  the  shares  of  prizes  due  to  the  subjects  of 
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the  United  States.  From  your  assertioD,  and  our  reflections,  I  should 
not  hesitate  to  confirm  the  orders  which  I  have  given  {or  remitting  to 
Mr.  Jones  all  that  b  due  to  the  Americans.  But  another  difficulty 
presents  itself.  The  Commissary  ardannaiew  at  L'Orient  observes 
to  me  that,  notwithstanding  the  search  which  has  been  made,  it  has 
proved  impracticable  to  procure  an  exact  roll  of  the  crew  of  the 
American  firigate  Alliance ;  and  that  on  the  very  probable  supposition 
that  some  Frenchmen  may  have  served  on  board  of  that  fi^te,  it 
results  that,  frcmi  the  remission  of  the  whole  of  the  funds  to  Mr. 
Jones,  the  shares  coming  to  the  subjects  of  the  Kmg  should  be 
lodged  in  the  Treasury  of  Congress.  From  this  circumstance  I 
presume  that  you  will  see  the  justice  of  requiring  of  Mr.  Jones 
security  to  insure  the  payment  of  what  may  be  coming  to  them, 
should  any  of  them  have  embarked  in  the  Alliance  fiigate. 

I  request  the  favor  of  you  to  honor  me  with  an  answer  on  this 
subject,  and  I  have  that  of  being,  with  a  very  sincere  attach- 
ment, &c., 

LE  M.  DE  CASTRIES. 


FBOM  THOMAS  JCFFEBSON  TO  THE  MABESCHAL  DE   CASTBIE8. 

Paris,  Augost  17, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  was  honored  yesterday  with  the  receipt  of  your  Excellency's 
letter  of  the  12th  instant. 

I  have  ever  understood  that  the  whole  crew  of  the  Alliance  was 
of  American  citizens.  But  should  there  have  been  among  them  any 
subjects  of  his  Majestjr,  it  is  but  just  that  the  repayment  of  their 
portions  of  the  prize  money  should  be  secured.  But  Captain  Jones 
being  already  bound  to  pay  what  he  shall  receive  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  I  submit  to  your  Excellency  whether  it  will  be 
right  to  require  him  to  be  answerable  for  mcmeys  after  they  shall  be 
put  out  of  his  power  r  And  whether,  as  Congress  have  secured  the 
receipt  at  their  Treasury,  it  will  not  be  shorter  for  them  to  order 
repayment  to  any  subjects  of  his  Majesty  who  may  shew  themselves 
justly  entitled  ?  I  will  immediately  ask  their  pleasure  on  this  subject, 
and  solicit  such  orders  as  that  every  such  claimant,  proving  his  title 
here  in  the  usual  way,  may  receive  immediate  payment  of  their 
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banker  here;  and  that  no  individual  may  in.  the  meantime  be 
delayed,  should  any  such  present  their  proofs  before  the  orders  are 
received,  I  will  undertake  to  direct  payment  by  the  banker  of  the 
United  States  m  Paris,  bemg  assured  that  m  so  doing  I  shall  forward 
those  views  of  perfect  justice  which  Congress  will  carry  into  the 
distribution  of  this  mcmey.  Should  any  instances  arise  of  payment 
to  be  demanded  here,  I  thmk  they  will  be  few,  and  the  sums  will  of 
course  be  small. 

I  shall  be  happy  if  your  Excellency  shall  think  that  the  justice 
due  to  thil  part  of  the  claimants  b  so  sufficiently  secured  by  those 
assurances  as  that  it  need  not  stand  in  the  way  of  that  which  is  due 
to  the  great  mass  of  claimants  who  are  already  so  much  indebted  for 
your  attention  to  their  interests.  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  asking 
that  I  may  be  furnished,  by  the  proper  officer,  with  copies  of 
Captain  Jones's  receipts  for  the  moneys  which  shall  be  paid  him, 
that,  by  transmittmg  them  to  the  Treasury  Board  of  the  United 
States,  tlfty  may  know  the  precise  sums  which  they  are  to  receive 
through  his  hands.  I  pray  you  to  accept  my  acknowledgments  for 
your  attention  to  this  troublesome  business,  and  assurances  of  the 
high  respect  and  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THX  MARESCHAL    DE    CASTRIES    TO    THOMAS   JEFFERSON,  (iN 

ANSWEB.) 

Translation. 

Versailles,  August  26, 1765. 
Sir, 

The  offer  which  you  make  m  the  letter  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  write  the  17th  instant,  smoothes  away  every  difficulty. 
Since  you  have  been  pleased  to  engage  to  have  paid,  by  the  banker 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  whatever  may  be  due  to  the  French 
who  should  have  served  on  board  the  American  frigate  Alliance,  I 
now  give  orders  to  the  Commissary  at  L'Orient  to  remit  to  Mr. 
Jones  the  whole  sum  which  shall  be  coming  to  the  American  vessels, 
and  to  transmit  to  me  copies  of  the  receipts  which  he  may  take  from 
that  officer. 

I  have  the  hcmor  to  be,  &c.,  LE  M.  DE  CASTRIES. 
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TBOU  THOKAS  JCITERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT 

PariB,  October  6, 1785. 

Sir, 

My  letter  of  the  30th  August  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  yours 
of  July  13th«  Since  that  I  have  received  your  letter  of  August  13^ 
enclosing  a  correspondence  between  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  and 
Monsieur  de  Calonne,  and  another  of  the  same  date  enclosbg  ihm 
papers  in  Fortin's  case.  I  immediately  wrote  to  Mr.  Limosin,  at 
Havre,  desiring  he  would  send  me  a  state  of  the  case,  and*infi3rm  me 
what  were  the  difficulues  which  suspended  its  decision.  He  has 
promised  me,  by  letter,  to  do  this  as  soon  as  possible,  and  I  shall  not 
fiiil  in  attrition  to  it. 

The  Eknperor  and  Dutch  have  signed  preliminaries,  which  are 
now  made  public.  Tou  will  see  them  m  the  papers  which  accom- 
pany this.  Hiey  still  leave  a  good  deal  to  discussion.  However,  it 
b  probable  they  will  end  in  peace.  The  party  in  Holland,''possessed 
actually  of  the  sovereignty,  wishes  for  peace  that  they  may  push  thdr 
designs  on  the  Stadtholderate.  This  country  wishes  for  peace, 
because  their  finances  need  anrangement.  The  Bavarian  exchange 
has  produced  to.  public  view  that  jealousy  and  rancor  between  the 
Courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  which  existed  before,  though  it  was 
smothered.  Thb  will  appear  by  the  declarations  of  the  two  CJourts. 
The  demarcation  between  the  Empercur  and  Turl:  does  not  advance. 
Still,  however,  I  suppose  neither  of  those  two  germs  of  war  likely  to 
open  soon.  I  consider  the  conduct  of  France  as  the  best  evidence 
of  this.  If  she  had  apprehended  a  war  from  either  of  dK>se  quarters, 
she  would  not  have  been  so  anxious  to  leave  the  Emperor  one  enemy 
the  less  by  placing  him  at  peace  with  the  Dutch.  While  she  is 
exerting  all  her  powers  to  preserve  peace  by  land,  and  making  no 
preparation  which  mdicates  a  fear  of  its  bebg  disturbed  in  that 
quarter,  she  is  pushing  her  naval  preparations  with  a  spirit  unexam- 
pled in  time  of  peace.  By  the  opening  of  the  next  sprbg  she  will 
have  eighty  ships  of  seventy-four  guns  and  upwards  ready  for  sea  at  a 
moment's  warning,  and  the  further  constructions  proposed  will,  prob- 
ably within  two  years,  raise  the  number  to  a  hundred.  New  regulations 
have  been  made,  too,  for  perfecting  the  classification  of  their  teamen, 
an  institution,  which,  dividbg  all  the  seamen  of  the  nation  into 
classes,  subjects  them  to  tours  of  duty  by  rotation,  and  enables  them 
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at  all  times  to  man  their  ships.  Their  works  for  rendering  Cherbourg 
a  harbor  for  their  vessels  of  war,  and  Dunkirk  for  frigates  and  priva- 
teers,  now  leave  little  doubt  of  success. 

It  is  impossible  that  these  preparations  can  have  in  view  any  other 
nation  but  the  Elnglish.  Of  course  they  shew  a  greater  diffidence  of 
their  peace  with  them  than  with  any  other  Power. 

I  mentioned  to  you,  in  my  letter  of  August  14th,  that  I  had  desired 
Captam  J.  P.  Jones  to  inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  Peyrouse's 
expedition.  I  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  you  copies  of  my 
letter  to  him;  and  of  hb  answer. 

He  refuses  to  accept  of  any  indemnification  for  hb  expenses,  which 
b  an  additional  proof  of  hb  dbinterested  spirit,  and  of  hb  devotion 
to  the  service  of  America.  The  circumstances  are  obvious,  which 
indicate  an  intention  to  settle  factories  and  not  colonies,  at  least  for 
the  present.  However,  nothmg  shews  for  what  place  they  are 
destined.  The  conjectures  are  divided  between  N^w  Holland  and 
the  northwest  coast  of  America. 

According  to  what  I  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  August  30th,  I 
have  appointed  Mr.  Short  my  secretary  here.  I  enclose  to  you 
copies  of  my  letters  to  him  and  M.  Grand,  which  will  shew  to 
Congress  that  he  stands  altogether  at  their  pleasure. 

I  mention  thb  circumstance  that,  if  it  meets  with  their  dbappro- 
bation,  they  may  have  the  goodness  to  signify  it  immediately,  as  I 
should  otherwbe  conclude  that  they  do  not  dbapprove  it. 

I  shall  be  ready  to  conform  myself  to  what  would  be  most  agree- 
able to  them. 

This  will  be  accompanied  by  the  gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden 
to  the  present  date. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  J.   PAUL   JONES. 

Paris,  August  3, 1785. 

Sur, 

I  received  yesterday  your  favor  of  the  29th,  and  have  written  on 
the  subject  of  it  to  the  Mareschal  de  Castries  thb  mcmiing.  You 
shall  have  an  answer  as  soon  as  I  receive  one. 

Will  you  be  so  good  as  to  make  an  inquiry  into  all  the  circum- 
stances relative  to  Peyrouse's  expedition,  which  seem  to  ascertain 
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bis  destbation,  particularly  what  number  of  men  and  ofwbat  condi- 
tions and  vocations  bad  be  on  board  ?  Wbat  animals,  tbeir  species 
and  numbers?  Wbat  trees,  plants,  or  seeds?  Wbat  utensils? 
Wbat  mercbandizes  or  otber  necessaries  ?  Tbis  inquiry  sbould  be 
made  witb  as  little  appearance  of  interest  in  it  as  possible.  Sbould 
you  not  be  able  to  get  satisfactory  information  without  going  to 
Brest,  and  it  be  convenient  for  you  to  go  there,  I  will  have  the 
expenses  tbb  shall  occasion  you  paid.  Commit  all  |be  circumstances 
to  wxkingy  and  bdi^  ibam  when  you  come  yourself,  or  send  them  by 
a  safe  band. 
I  am,  witb  much  respect,  be,  TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  CAPTAIN  J.   PAUL   JONES   TO  THOMAS   JEFFEBSON. 

Puis,  October  5, 1785. 
Sir, 

The  following  is  the  best  mformation  I  am  able  to  give  you  in 
compliance  witb  the  letter  dated  at  Paris,  the  3d  of  August,  1785, 
which  you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  at  L'Orient. 

The  Boussole  and  the  Astrolabe,  two  gaberts  of  six  hundred  tons 
each,  sheathed  with  copper  and  equipped  in  the  best  manner,  sailed 
from  Brest  the  1st  of  August,  1785,  under  the  command  of  Messieurs 
de  la  Peyrouse  and  the  Viscount  de  Langle,  Captains  in  the  Royal 
Navy. 

Tliey  had  on  board  a  great  variety  of  trees,  plants,  and  seeds  that 
suit  the  climate  of  France,  manufactures  in  linen,  woolen,  and  cotton 
goods,  and  in  iron  and  copper,  &c. ;  mechanical  tools  of  all  sorts ;  a 
great  quantity  of  trinkets  and  toys ;  ploughs  and  all  sorts  of  utensils 
and  impl^nents  for  agriculture,  and  a  quantity  of  unwrought  iron. 
Each  ship  had  on  board  a  large  shallop  in  frames,  and  a  million  of 
French  livres  in  the  coins  of  different  nations. 

Each  ship  had  also  on  board  twenty-one  soldiers  drafted  bom  the 
two  regiments  at  Brest;  all  of  whom  were  either  mechanics  or 
farmers. 

They  bad  on  board  no  women,  nor  any  animals  except  such  as 
appeared  to  be  destmed  for  the  refreshment  of  the  crews.  The  crew 
of  each  ship  is  one  hundred  men,  including  officers  and  men  of 
genius. 
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The  King  himself  planned  the  expedition,  and  made  out  all  the 
detail  with  his  own  hand,  before  he  spoke  a  word  of  it  to  any  person. 
His  Majesty  defrays  the  expense  out  of  his  private  coffer,  and  is  his 
own  minister  in  every  thing  that  regards  the  operation  of  his  plan. 

There  is  no  doubt  but  the  perfecting  the  geography  of  the  southern 
hemisphere  i3  one  of  his  Majesty's  objects  in  view ;  and  it  is  not 
£fficult  to  perceive  that  he  has  others  equally  worthy  the  attention 
of  a  great  prince ;  one  of  which  may  be  to  extend  the  commerce  of 
his  subjects,  by  estabibhing  factories  at  a  future  day  for  the  fiir  trade 
on  the  northwest  coast  of  America ;  and  another  to  establish  colonies 
in  New  Holland,  after  having  well  explored  the  coast,  and  made 
experiments  on  the  soil  of  that  vast  island,  which  is  situated  m  so 
happy  a  climate,  and  so  contiguous  to  the  establishments  of  France, 
in  the  East  Indies. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  be,  J.  PAUL  JONES. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  WILLIAM   8H0BT. 

Paru,  September  34, 1785. 
Dear  Sir, 

Fmding  the  assbtance  of  a  private  secretary  necessary  in  my 
office,  I  would  wish  you  to  accept  of  the  appointment.  In  this  case 
it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  abandon  your  plans  of  conUnuing  at 
St.  Germams.  I  need  not  detail  to  you  the  ordinary  business  in 
which  you  will  be  engaged.  That  will  open  itself  on  you  of  course; 
but  it  is  necessary  for  me  particularly  to  authorize  and  instruct  you, 
in  case  of  any  accident  happening  to  mjrself,  to  take  possession  of 
whatever  papers  may  be  in  my  hands  as  Minbter  Plenipotentiary  for 
the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Versailles,  and  to  deliver  them  to 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs. 

I  am  not  able  to  say  with  certainty  what  is  the  salary  allowed ; 
but  M.  Grand,  who  paid  young  Mr.  Franklin's,  and  who  will  pay 
yours  also,  will  inform  you.  I  think  it  b  one  thousand  dcdlars  a 
year.  I  must  add  that  you  are  to  expect  thb  appointment  to  cease 
whenever  Congress  shall  be  pleased  to  countermand  or  supercede  it 
by  any  other  arrangement. 

I  am,  with  much  esteem,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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rBOX  TH01U8  JEFFSR80N  TO  X.  GBAND>  BANKER  AT  PABI8. 

Pfeuis,  September  24, 17^ 
Sir, 

I  have  appointed  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  William  Sh^t,  ray 
secretary.  His  salary  as  such  will  be  the  same  which  yomig  Mr. 
Franklin  received.  I  am,  therefore,  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  pay 
it  to  him  from  time  to  Ume  as  it  shall  become  due,  and  to  debit  the 
United  States  therewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH ;  JEFFERSON. 


raOM  THOHAS  JCFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  October  11, 1785. 

Su-, 

In  my  letter  of  August  14th,  I  had  the  honor  of  expressing  to  you 
the  uneasiness  I  felt  at  the  delay  of  the  instructions  on  the  subject  of 
the  Barbary  treaties,  of  which  Mr.  Lamb  was  the  bearer,  and  of 
infcmmng  you  that  I  had  proposed  to  Mr.  Adams  that  if  he  did  not 
arrive  either  in  the  French  or  English  packets  then  expected,  we 
should  send  some  person  to  negotiate  these  treaties.  As  he  did  not 
arrive  in  those  packets,  and  I  found  Mr.  Barclay  was  willing  to 
undertake  the  negotiation,  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams,  (wIh>  bad  con- 
curred in  the  proposition  made  him,)  informing  him  that  Mr. 
Barclay  would  go,  and  proposing  papers  for  our  immediate  signa- 
ture. 

The  day  before  the  return  of  the  courier,  Mr.  Lamb  arrived  with 
our  instructions,  the  letter  of  credence,  be,  enclosed  in  yours  of 
March  11th,  1785. 

Just  about  the  same  time  came  to  hand  the  letter,  No*  1,  informing 
me  that  two  American  vessels  were  actually  taken,  and  cairied*  into 
Algiers,  and  leaving  no  further  doubt  that  that  Power  was  exercising 
hostilities  against  us  in  the  Atlantic. 

The  conduct  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  had  been  such  as  forbade 
us  to  postpone  hb  treaty  to  that  with  Algiers ;  but  the  comm^c^nent 
of  hostilities  by  the  latter,  and  their  known  activity,  pressed  the 
necessity  of  immediate  propositions  to  them.  It  was  therefore 
thought  best,  while  Mr.  Barclay  should  be  proceeding  with  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  that  some  other  agent  should  go  to  Algiers. 
We  had  few  subjects  to  choose  out  of.    Mr.  Lamb's  knowledge  of 
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the  country,  of  its  inhabitants,  of  their  manner  of  transactmg  business, 
the  recommendations  finom  his  State  to  Congress,  of  his  fitness  for 
this  employment,  and  other  information,  founding  a  presumption  that 
he  would  be  approved,  occasbned  our  concluding  to  s^id  him  to 
Algiers* 

The  giving  him  proper  authorities,  and  new  ones  to  Mr.  Barclay, 
conformable  to  our  new  powers,  was  the  subject  of  a  new  courier 
between  Mr.  Adams  and  myself. 

He  returned  last  night,  and  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  you 
copies  of  all  the  papers  we  furnished  those  gentlemen  with,  which 
will  possess  Congress  fully  of  our  proceedmgs  herein.  They  are 
numbered  from  two  to  ten,  inclusive^ 

The  supplementary  instructions  to  Mr.  Lamb  (No.  5)  must  rest 
fi>r  justification  on  the  emergency  of  the  case.  The  motives  which 
lead  to  it  must  be  found  in  the  feelings  of  the  human  heart,  in  a 
partiality  for  those  sufferers  who  are  of  our  own  country,  and  m  the 
obligations  of  every  Grovemment  to  yield  protection  to  their  citizens 
as  the  consideration  for  their  obedience.  It  will  be  a  comfort  to 
know  that  Congress  does  not  disapprove  of  this  step. 

Considering  the  treaty  with  Portugal  as  among  the  most  interesting 
to  the  United  States,  I  some  time  ago  took  occasion  at  Versailles  to  ask 
of  the  Portuguese  Ambassador,  if  he  had  yet  received  fipom  his  Court 
an  answer  to  our  letter.  He  told  me  he  had  not,  but  that  he  would 
make  it  the  subject  of  another  letter.  Two  days  ago  his  Secretaire 
d^Anhastadt  called  on  me  with  a  letter  fixim  his  Minbt^  to  the 
AmbassadcMT,  in  which  was  the  following  paragrafdi  as  he  translated 
it  to  me,  and  I  conunitted  it  to  writing  fix)m  hb  mouth :  ^^  In  relation 

*  to  the  information  which  your  Excellency  gave  us  as  to  the  conver- 
'satioQ  with  die  American  Minister,  that  Power  should  be  already 
^  persuaded  that  in  effect  from  the  manner  m  which  their  ships  have 

<  been  received  here,  it  follows,  as  a  consequence^  that  his  Majesty 

*  would  have  great  satisfaction  in  maintaining  perfect  harmony  and 
'good  correspondence  with  the  United  States.    But  it  would  appear 

*  proper  to  begm  by  the  reciprocal  nominatixm,  by  the  two  parties, 
<of  persons  bearing  at  least  the  character  of  agents,  who  would 

<  mutually  inform  their  constituents  of  whatever  might  lead  to  the 

*  knowledge  of  the  interests  of  the  two  nations  without  prejudice  to 

<  either.  It  is  the  first  step  which  appears  suitable  to  be  taken  to 
'  attain  the  end  proposed." 
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By  thb  it  would  seem  that  this  power  is  more  disposed  to  pursue 
a  train  of  negotiation  similar  to  that  which  Spain  has  doue.  I 
ccMisider  this  answer  as  definitive  of  all  further  measures  under  our 
commission  to  Portugal.  That  to  Spain  was  superseded  by  pro- 
ceedings  in  another  line;  that  to  Prussia  is  concluded  by  actual 
treaty ;  to  Tuscany  will  probably  be  so ;  and  perhaps  to  Demnaik; 
and  these,  I  believe,  will  be  the  sum  of  the  effects  of  our  commis- 
sions (or  making  treaties  of  alliance,  England  shows  no  dispositkn 
to  treat.  France,  should  her  Ministers  be  able  to  keep  the  ground 
of  the  arr^t  of  August,  1784,  against  the  clamors  of  her  merchants, 
and  should  they  be  disposed  hereafter  to  give  us  more,  it  b  not 
probable  she  will  bind  herself  to  it  by  treaty,  but  keep  her  regula- 
tions dependent  on  her  own  will* 

Sweden  will  establish  a  firee  port  at  St.  Bartholomews,  yntidif 
perhaps,  will  render  any  new  engagem^ts  on  our  part  uonecessary. 
Holland  is  so  immovable  in  her  system  of  colonial  administratioo, 
that  as  propositions  to  her  on  that  subject  would  be  desperate,  tbejr 
bad  better  not  be  made.  Tou  will  perceive  by  the  letter  No.  11, 
fiom  M.  de  la  Fayette,  that  there  is  a  possibility  of  an  overture  from 
the  Emperor. 

A  hmt  from  the  Charg6  d'Afiaires  of  Naples,  lately,  has  induced 
me  to  suppose  somediing  of  the  same  kind  fix>m  thence.  But  the 
advanced  period  of  our  commissions,  now  offers  good  cause  for 
avoiding  to  begin  what  probably  cannot  be  terminated  during  their 
continuance ;  and  with  respect  to  these  two,  and  all  other  Powers 
not  before  mentioned,  I  doubt  whether  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  treaties  with  them  may  countervail  the  additional  embairass- 
ments  they  may  impose  on  the  States  when  they  shall  proceed  to 
make  those  commercial  arrangements  necessary  to  counteract  the 
designs  of  the  British  Cabinet. 

I  repeat  it,  therefore,  that  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  with 
Prussia,  and  the  probability  of  others  with  Denmark,  Tuscany,  and 
the  Barbary  States,  may  be  expected  to  wind  up  the  proceedings  of 
the  general  commissicms. 

I  think  that  m  possible  events  it  may  be  advantageous  to  us,  bj 
treaties  with  Prussia,  Denmark,  and  Tuscany,  to  have  secured  pwts 
in  the  Northern  and  Mediterranean  seas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  RICHARD   o'bRTEN  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Algiers,  August  34, 1785. 

Sir, 

We,  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  of  America,  having  the 
misfortune  of  bebg  captured  off  the  coast  of  Portugal,  the  34th  and 
30th  of  July,  by  the  Algerines,  and  brought  into  this  port,  where 
we  are  become  slaves,  and  sent  to  the  work  houses.  Our  sufferings 
are  beyond  our  expressing,  or  your  conception.  Hopmg  your  Honor 
will  be  pleased  to  represent  our  grievances  to  Ccnigress,  hoping  they 
will  take  such  measures  as  tend  to  our  speedy  redemption,  hoping 
you  will  consider  our  unfortunate  situation,  and  make  some  provision 
fi>r  the  unfortunate  sufferers  until  we  are  redeemed^-being  stript  of 
all  our  clothes,  and  nothing  to  exist  on  but  two  small  cakes  of  bread 
per  day,  without  any  other  necessaries  of  life.  Charles  Logic, 
Esq.,  British  Consul,  seeing  our  distressed  situation,  has  taken  us 
three  masters  of  vesseb  out  of  the  work  house,  and  has  given 
security  for  us  to  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  £^  of  Cruelties.  My  crew 
will  certamly  starve  if  there  is  not  some  immediate  relief. 

It  being  the  method  of  all  Christian  Powers,  whose  subjects  fall 
into  the  hands  of  those  savages,  to  make  some  provision  for  them 
until  they  are  redeemed,  I  should  esteem  it  a  particular  favor  if  you 
would  be  pleased  to  write  to  Mr.  Logie,  Consul  here. 

Ship  Dauphin,  Richard  O'Bryen  master,  belonging  to  Messrs. 
Matthew  and  Thomas  Lrwm  &  Co.,  merchants  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, bound  to  Philadelphia,  from  St.  Ubes,  taken  the  30th  July, 
out  two  days. 

Schooner  Maria,  Isaac  Stephens  master,  from  Boston,  bound  to 
Cadiz,  belonging  to  Messrs.  William  Fost^  h  Co.,  merchants  in 
Boston,  taken- the  24th  of  July,  out  twenty-six  days. 

The  cruisers  in  this  port  are  fitdng  out  with  all  possible  expedition, 
and  I  am  of  opmion  that  they  will  take  most  of  our  ships  that  will 
come  for  Europe. 

They  will  cruise  to  the  northward  of  the  Western  Islands  and 
towards  the  British  channel.  The  sooner  we  put  a  stop  to  them, 
the  better,  they  valuing  the  number  of  prizes  they  take  to  the  sum 
of  the  peace.  The  Spaniards  coming  on  terms  with  them,  all  other 
liuropean  nations  must.  I  hope  we  shall  apply  before  any  more 
do,  for  they  must  be  at  war  with  some. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  tc,  RICHARD  O'BRYEN. 
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COMMISSIONS   TO  THOMAS  BABCLAT   AND  JOHN  LAMB. 

To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come  or  may  be  made 
known: 

Whereas,  the  United  States  of  America  m  Ckmgress  assembled, 
reposing  special  trust  and  coofid^ce  in  the  mtegrity,  prudence,  and 
abilky  of  their  trusty  and  well-beloved,  the  honorable  John  Adams, 
late  one  of  their  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace, 
and  heretofore  a  Delegate  in  Congress  fiom  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Chief  Justice  of  the  said  State ;  the  honorable  Doctor 
Benjamin  Franklin,  their  Minister  Plenipotentiary  at  die  Couit  of 
Venailles,  and  late  another  of  their  Ministers  Plenipotentiaiy  for 
negotiating  a  peace ;  and  the  hon(»rable  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  Delegate 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  late  Grovemor  of  the 
said  State,  did,  by  their  commission,  and  xmdet  the  seal  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  signature  of  their  then  President,  bearing  date  the 
12th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  1784,  constitute 
and  appoint  the  said  John  Adams,  Benjamm  Franklin,  and  IlKMnas 
Jefferson,  their  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  giving  to  th^n,  or  a 
majority  of  them,  foil  powers  and  authority  for  the  said  United  States 
and  in  their  name  to  confer,  treat,  and  negotiate  with  the  Ambassador, 
Minister,  or  Ccnnmissioner  of  his  Majesty,  the  Emptor  of  Morocco, 
vested  with  foil  and  sufficient  powers  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  as  the  case  might  be,  to  make  and  recdve 
propositions  for  such  a  treaty,  and  to  conclude  and  sign  the  same, 
transmitting  it  to  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled  for  Aeir 
final  ratification ;  and  as  it  might  so  happen  that  the  great  and  various 
affiiirs  which  die  said  United  States  had  committed  to  the  care  and 
management  of  their  said  Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  might  not  admit 
of  their  meeting  the  Minister  or  CommissJoner  which  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  of  Morocco  might  appomt  to  treat  with  them  of  and 
concerning  such  treaty,  at  a  time  and  place  that  might  otherwise  be 
naost  convenient,  therefore,  the  said  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled  did,  on  the  11th  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Locd 
Christ  1785,  by  their  commisdon,  under  their  seal  and  the  signative 
of  the  President,  authorize  and  onpower  their  said  three  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary,  and  the  majority  of  them,  by  writing,  under  tbek 
hands  and  seals,  to  appoint  and  employ,  and  at  pleasure  to  remove, 
such  agent  m  the  said  business  as  they,  or  the  majority  of  ikem, 
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might  think  proper,  which  said  agent  should  have  authority,  under 
directions  and  instructions  of  their  said  Ministers,  to  commence  and 
prosecute  negotiaticHis  and  conferences  for  the  said  treaty  with  such 
person  or  persons  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty  the  Elmperor  of  Morocco 
as  to  their  said  Ministers,  or  the  majority  of  them,  should  appear 
proper :  Provided  altoayt,  That  the  tresitj  in  question  should  be  signed 
by  the  said^  Ministers,  but  that  jHreliminary  articles  thereto  might,  if 
previously  approved  by  their  said  Ministers,  or  Ae  majority  of  them, 
be  signed  by  the  said  agent. 

And  whereas  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  Ministers 
Plenipotentiary  aforesaid,  is  since  leturned  to  America : 

Now,  know  ye  that  we,  John  Adams,  Miniver  Plenipotentiary  of 
die  United  States  of  America  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and 
Thomas  Jefferson,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  said  States  at  the 
Court  of  France,  two  of  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  aforesaid,  and 
a  majority  of  them,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the 
integrity,  prudence,  and  ability  of  the  'honorable  Thomas  Barclay, 
Esquire,  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  in  France,  have 
constituted,  appointed,  and  employed,  and  do  by  these  pr^ients' 
constitute,  appoint,  and  employ  him,  the  said  Thcmns  Barclay,  as 
agent  in  the  business  aforesaid,  hereby  giving  him  foil  authority, 
under  our  directions  and  instructicHis,  to  commence  and  prosecute 
negotiations  and  conferences  for  the  said  treaty,  with  such  person  or 
persons  on  the  part  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco  as  his  Majesty  shall 
appoint  and  empower  for  that  purpose-— 

Provided  always,  that  the  treaty  in  question  shdl  be  agned  by  us, 
but  that  preliminiuy  articles  thereto  may,  if  previously  approved  by 
us,  be  signed  by  the  said  agent* 

In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereto  set  our  hands  and  seals. 

London,  October  5,  1785.  JOHN  ADAMS, 

Pams,  October  11,  1785.  TH:  JEFFERSON. 

N.  B.  The  commission  to  John  Lamb,  Esquire,,  agent  to  the  Dey 
and  Government  of  Algiers,  is  of  the  same  tenor  and  date. 

Jhstructians  to  Tkamae  Barclay. 
Congress  having  been  pleased  to  invest  us  with  foil  powers  for 
entering  into  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  die  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  and  it  bemg  impracticable  for  us  to  att^d  his  Court  is 
Vol-  L— 42 
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person,  and  equally  impracticable  on  account  of  our  separate  stations 
to  receive  a  Minister  fix>ra  him,  we  have  concluded  to  effect  our 
object  by  the  intervention  of  a  confidential  person*  We  concur  m 
wbhing  to  avail  the  United  States  of  your  talents  m  the  execution 
of  this  business,  and  therefore  fiimbh  you  with  a  letter  to  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  to  give  a  due  credit  to  your  transactions  with 
him.  We  advise  you  to  proceed  by  the  way  of  Madrid,  where  you 
will  have  opportunities  of  deriving  many  lights  fix>m  Mr.  Carmicbael, 
through  whom  many  communications  with  the  Court  of  Morocco 
have  already  passed.  From  thence  you  will  proceed  by  such  route 
as  you  shall  think  best  to  the  Court  of  the  Emper(»r.  You  will 
present  to  him  our  letter,  with  the  copy  of  our  fiill  powers,  with 
which  you  are  furnished,  at  such  time  or  times  and  in  such  manner 
ts  you  shall  think  best. 

As  the  negotiation  and  conclusion  of  a  treaty  may  be  a  work  of 
time,  you  will  endeavor,  in  the  first  place,  to  procure  an  immediate 
suspension  of  hostilities. 

You  will  proceed  to  negotiate  with  his  Mmister  the  terms  of  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  as  nearly  as  possible  conformed  to 
the  draught  we  give  you.  Where  alterations  which,  in  your  opinicm, 
shall  not  be  of  great  importance,  shall  be  urged  by  the  other  party, 
you  are  at  liberty  to  agree  to  them ;  where  they  shall  be  of  great 
importance,  and  such  as  you  think  should  be  rejected,  you  will  reject 
them ;  but  where  they  are  of  great  importance,  and  you  think  they 
may  be  accepted,  you  will  ask  time  to  take  our  advice,  and  you  will 
advise  with  us  accordingly,  by  letter  or  by  courier,  as  you  shall  think 
best.  .  When  the  articles  shall  all  be  agreed,  you  will  sign  them  in  a 
preliminary  form  and  send  them  to  us  by  some  proper  person  for 
definitive  execution* 

The  whole  expenses  of  this  treaty,  including  as  well  the  expenses 
of  all  persons  employed  about  it,  as  the  presents  to  the  Empercu*  and 
his  servants,  must  not  exceed  twenty  thousand  dollars,  and  we  urge 
you  to  use  your  best  endeavors  to  bring  them  as  much  below  th^t  sum 
as  you  possibly  can,  and  to  this  end  we  leave  it  to  your  discretion  to 
represent  to  his  Majesty  or  to  his  Ministers,  if  it  may  be  done  with 
safety,  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  United  States,  just 
emergbg  from  a  long  and  distressing  war  with  one  of  the  most 
powerful  nations  of  Europe,  which  we  hope  may  be  an  apology,  if 
our  presents  should  not  be  so  splendid  as  those  of  older  and  abler 
nauons. 
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As  custom  may  have  rendered  some  presents  necessary  in  the 
beginning  or  progress  of  this  business^  and  before  it  is  concluded,  or 
even  in  a  way  to  be  concluded,  we  authorize  you  to  conform  to  the 
custom,  confiding  in  your  discretion  to  hazard  as  little  as  possible 
before  the  certainty  of  the  event,  and  to  provide  that  your  engage- 
ments shall  become  binding  only  on  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 

We  trust  to  you,  also,  to  procure  the  best  information,  m  what 
form,  and  to  what  persons  these  presents  should  be  made,  and  to 
make  them  accordingly. 

The  difference  between  the  customs  of  diat  and  other  Courts,  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  those  customs,  but  on  the  spot, 
and  our  great  confidence  in  your  discretion,  induce  us  to  leave  to 
that  all  other  circumstances  relative  to  the  object  of  your  mission. 

It  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  take  a  secretary  well  skilled  m  the 
French  language  to  aid  you  in  your  business,  and  to  take  charge  of 
your  papers  in  case  of  any  accidrat  to  yourself.  We  think  you  may 
allow  him  one  hundred  and  fifty  guineas  a  year,  besides  bb  expenses 
for  travelling  and  subsistence. 

We  engage  to  furnish  your  own  expenses  according  to  the  respect- 
ability of  the  character  with  which  you  are  invested ;  but  as  to  the 
allowance  for  your  trouble,  we  wish  to  leave  it  to  Congress. 

We  annex  hereto  sundry  heads  of  inquiry  which  we  wish  you  to 
make,  and  to  give  us  thereon  the  best  information  you  shall  be  able  to 
obtam.  We  desire  you  to  correspond  by  every  opportunity  which 
you  think  should  be  trusted ;  giving  us  firom  time  to  time  an  account 
of  your  proceedings  and  prospects,  by  the  way  of  Holland,  under 
care  to  Mr.  Dumas,  at  the  Hague,  or  Messrs.  Willinks,  of  Amsterdam ; 
by  the  way  of  England  to  Uriah  Forrest,  Esq.;  by  way  of  France 
to  M.  Grand,  Paris ;  and  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  by  way  of  Spain. 

We  w'lsh  you  a  pleasant  journey  and  happy  success,  bemg  with 
great  esteem,  he. 

N.  B.  The  instructions  to  Mr.  Lamb  are  the  same,  except  in  the 
style  of  the  Court,  the  passage  page  658  "  through  whom,"  fac;  in 
lieu  of  which  is  substituted :  "  And  firom  the  Minister  from  Algiers 
« to  the  Court  of  Madrid,  and  the  Count  d'Espilly,  lately  arrived 
'  there  from  Algiers,  who  doubtless  are  persons  of  credit  and  inform- 
*  ation  with  their  Government ;"  and  in  page  658,  instead  of  to 
<<  twenty  thousand  dollars,"  b  inserted  "  forty  thousand  dollars." 
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'  Heads  of  inquiry  for  Mr.  Bmrday  as  to  Morocco,  Algiers^ 

Tmisy  ^c.    . 

IsTy  Commerce. — ^What  are  the  articles  of  their  export  and  import  J 
What  articles  of  American  produce  might  find  a  market  in  Morocco, 
AlgierSi  Tunis,  Tripoli,  &z;c.,  and  at  what  prices  1  Whether  rice,  flour, 
tobacco,  furs,  ready-built  ships,  fish,  oil^  tar,  turpentitie,  ship  timb^, 
be,  and  whether  any  of  these  articles  would  hereafter  be  acceptable 
as  presets?  What  duties  are  levied  by  them  on  exports  and 
imports — do  all  nations  pay  the  same,  or  what  nations  are  favored, 
and  how  far  ?  Are  they  their  own  carriers,  or  who  carries  for  them? 
Do  they  trade  themselves  to  other  countries,  or  are  they  merely 
passive?  What  manufactures  or  productions  of  these  countries 
would  be  convenient  in  America,  and  at  what  prices  ? 

2d,  Ports.^ — ^What  are  the  principal  ports  7  What  jdepth  of  water 
into  them  ?    What  works  of  defence  protect  these  ports  ? 

3d,  Naval  Force. — How  many  armed  vessels  have  they?  Of 
what  kind  and  force  ?  What  is  the  constitution  of  their  naval  force? 
What  resources  for  increasing  their  navy  ?  What  number  of  seamen, 
their  cruising  grounds,  and  season  of  cruising  ? 

4th,  Prisoners. — ^What  is  their  condition  and  treatment?  At 
what  price  are  they  ordinarily  redeemed,  and  how  ?  Do  they  pay 
respect  to  the  treaties  they  make  ? 

Land  Forces, — ^Their  number,  constitution,  respectability,  reve- 
nues— &eir  amount* 

5th,  Language. — ^What  language  b  spoken,  and  what  European 
language  is  most  understood  ? 

6th,  Government. — ^What  is  their  connexion  with  the  Ottoman 
Porte  ?  Is  there  any  dependence  or  subordination  to  it  acknowl- 
edged, and  what  degree  of  power  or  influence  has  it  ? 

7th,  Religion. — ^By  what  principle  of  their  religion  is  it  that 
they  consider  all  Christian  Powers  as  their  enemies,  until  they 
become  fiiends  by  treaties  ? 

8th,  Captures. — ^What  captures  have  they  made  of  ships  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  any  other  nation  ?  What  nations 
are  they  now  at  war  with  ? 

N.  B.  Similar  heads  of  inquiry  were  given  to  Mr.  Lantib. 
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Sujppkmeniary  hairucti<m  for  Mr.  Lamb. 

We  have  received  information  that  two  American  vessels,  the 
Dauphin,  from  Philadelphia,  and  the  Maria,  from  Boston,  with  their 
crews  and  cargoes,  have  lately  been  taken  by  the  Algerines  off  the 
coast  of  Portugal,  and  that  the  crewa  are  reduced  to  slavery.  Our 
full  powers  to  that  State  being  for  the  .general  purpose  only  of 
concluding  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  the  redemption  of  our 
citizens  made  captives  before  the  conclusion  of  such  treaty  may  not 
be  thought  comprehended  within  those  powers,  nevertheless  as  the 
misfortune  of  these  our  countrymen  has  not  been  produced  by  any 
fault  or  folly  of  theirs,  as  their  situation  would  ill  admit  the  delay  of 
our  asking  and  receiving  the  pleasure  of  Congress  on  that  subject^ 
and  as  we  presume  strongly  that  it  would  l^  the  will  of  Congre33 
that  they  should  be  redeemed  from  their  present  calamitous  condition, 
we  think  ourselves  bound,  in  so  distant  a  situation,  and  where  the 
emergency  of  the  case  b  so  great,  to  act  according  to  what  we  think 
would  be  the  desire  of  Congress,  and  to  trust  to  their  goodness  i^d 
the  purity  of  our  own  motives  for  our  justification. 

We  therefore  authorize  you  to  treat  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
crews  of  the  said  vessels,  and  of  any  others  which  have  or  may  be 
taken  by  the  same  Power  before  the  cessation  of  hostilities,  which 
we  expect  you  to  effect;  adminbtering  in  the  meantime  such 
necessary  aids  as  their  situation  may  require.  In  negotiatmg  thb 
special  treaty,  you  are  to  consider  yourself  as  acting  for  the  masters 
of  the  vesseb,  as  well  as  for  the  United  States,  and  you  will  agree  to 
no  terms  which  they  shall  not  approve. 

You  will  take  from  them  their  obligations,  each  for  hb  crew 
separately,  binding  themselves  and  their  owners  to  indemnify  the 
United  States  for  the  moneys  which  shall  be  paid  for  their  redemp- 
tion, subsbt^ce,  transportation  to  their  own  country,  and  other 
charges  mcurred*  If  the  Congres?  shall  be  of  opinion  that  sucb 
indemnification  should  be  required,  transmitting  to  us  such  specif 
treaty  for  our  definite  execution,  you  will  also  adopt  the  be^t  mee^ 
ures  you  can  for  returning  the  citiz^is  you  shall  redeem  to  their  own 
country.  As  we  require  a  transmiasion  of  thb  treaty  before  its 
definitive  ccmclusion,  it  b  the  less  necessary  for  us  to  speak  of  the  sum 
which  you  may  venture  to  engage.  We  do  not  expect  to  redeem 
our  captives  for  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  a  bead)  and  we  should 
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be  fearful  to  go  beyond  the  double  of  that  sum.  However,  we  tnist 
much  in  your  discretion  and  good  management  for  obtaining  them 
on  terms  still  better  than  these  if  possible. 


Imtructiom  to  Thomtu  Barclay  and  /.  Lamb. 

Grosrenor  Square,  Wettmiiuter,  October  6, 1785. 
Sir, 
The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled  on  the  14th 
day  of  February  last,  resolved  that  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States, 
who  are  directed  to  form  treaties  with  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and 
the  Reg^cies  of  Algiers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  be  empowered  to  apply 
any  money  in  Europe  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  that  use. 
As  you  are  appointed  to  proceed  to  Morocco  as  agent  for  forming 
such  treaty  with  the  Emperor;  you  are  hereby  authorized  and 
empowered  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  to  the  amount  of  a  sum  not 
exceeding  twenty  thousand  dollars,  at  one  c»r  two  usances  upon 
<<  John  Adams,  Esq.,  Minbter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 

<  of  America  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  residing  in  Grosven<Hr 

<  Square,  at  the  comer  between  Duke  street  and  Brook  street,"  who 
will  regulariy  accept  and  pay  the  same  either  at  the  house  of  R.  ii 
C.  Puller,  in  London,  or  of  Wilhem  &  John  Willink,  and  Nicholas  &. 
Jacob  Staphorst's,  at  Amsterdam. 

Your  bills  are,  however,  to  be  always  accompanied  with  a  letter 
of  advice  in  your  handwriting  to  Mr.  Adams,  a  duplicate  of  which 
you  will  also  send  by  some  other  conveyance. 
With  great  respect,  &c., 

Groavenor  S<{iiare,  London,  October,  6, 1785.        JOHN  ADAMS, 
Pari.,  October  11,  1785.  TH :  JEFFERSON. 

N.  B.  A  letter  of  credit  of  the  same  ten<Hr  is  also  given  to  John 
Lamb,  Esq.,  agent  to  the  Dey  and  Grovemment  of  Algiers,  substi- 
tuting <<f(Mty  thousand '^  instead  of  <<  twenty  thousand  dollars,"  and 
addbg  after  the  passage  <<  with  a  letter  of  advice,"  <<  and  as  your  hand- 

<  writing  is  wholly  unknown  to  Mr.  Adams,  these  letters  of  advice 

<  are  always  to  be  in  the  handwritmg  of  Paul  R.  Randall,  Esq., 

*  who  accompanies  you,  whose  handwritmg  b  left  m  the  custody  of 

<  Mr.  Adams,  as  a  check  and  a  proof  by  comparison.    The  letters, 

*  however,  are  to  be  subscribed  by  you." 
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FROM  TH01CA.S   JEFFERSON   AND   JOHN   ADAMS,   MINISTERS,  &C.,   TO 
THE    EMPEROR  OF   MOROCCO. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  America,  after  the  conclusion 
of  that  war  which  established  their  freedom  and  independence,  and 
after  the  cares  which  were  first  necessary  for  the  restoration  of  order 
and  regular  Govenmient,  turned  their  attention  in  the  first  moment 
possible  to  the  connections  which  it  would  be  proper  to  form  with 
the  nations  on  this  side  the  Atlantic,  for  the  maintenance  of  friend- 
ship and  improvement  of  commerce  with  them. 

They,  therefore,  on  the  twelfth  day  of  May,  in  the  last  year, 
thought  proper  to  appoint  us,  with  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin,  their 
Ministers  Plenipotentiary,  to  negotiate  and  conclude  such  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce  as  should  be  agreed  on  with  those  nations. 

The  variety  of  the  commissions  of  this  nature  with  which  we  were 
charged,  rendered  impracticable  our  attending  in  person  at  the  several 
Courts  to  which  they  were  addressed,  and  required  that  we  should 
execute  them  by  the  intervention  of  confidential  persons  to  be  sent 
to  those  Courts.  Congress,  sensible  of  this,  have  been  pleased,  by 
other  fiill  powers,  bearing  date  the  eleventh  day  of  March  last,  to 
give  to  the  same  Ministers,  or  a  majority  of  them,  authority  to 
appoint  ^uch  agents  for  the  purpose  of  negotiating  these  treaties 
under  our  instructions,  of  bringing  them  to  maturity,  and  of  signmg 
them  in  a  preliminary  form,  referring  them  to  us  for  definitive  execu- 
tion, as  by  the  full  powers,  (a  copy  of  which  we  have  the  honor  of 
transmitting  herewith  to  your  Majesty ,)  will  more  particularly  appear. 
Doctor  Franklin,  our  colleague,  having  found  it  necessary  to  return  to 
America,  the  execution  of  these  full  powers  has  devolved  on  us  alone. 

As  the  circumstances  before  explained,  put  it  out  of  our  power  to 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  ourselves  in  person  at  the  Court  of  your 
Majesty,  so  others  supervened  which  rendered  impracticable  our 
meeting  at  any  other  place  such  Ministers  as  your  Majesty  might 
condescend  to  authorize  to  treat  with  us  on  the  subjects  with  which 
we  were  charged ;  one  of  us  being  placed  as  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary for  the  United  States  at  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
other  in  the  same  character  at  the  Court  of  France. 

We  have  therefore  adopted  the  only  remaining  method,  that  of 
sending  a  confidential  agent,  according  to  the  authority  given  us,  to 
testify  to  your  Majesty  our  high  respect  and  gratitude  for  the  friendly 
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disposition  you  have  manifested  to  the  IJnited  States,  to  assure  you 
of  the  desire  of  our  country  to  form  a  connexion  widi  a  sovereign  so 
renowned  for  his  power,  his  wisdom,  his  justice,  and  to  concert  with 
such  Minister  as  your  Majesty  shall  think  proper  to  appoint^  those 
conditions  which  will  be  most  advantageous  for  both  nations  to  adopt 
for  the  regulation  of  their  commerce,  and  of  their  mutual  conduct 
towards  each  other. 

The  person  whom  we  charge  with  this  high  mission  is  Thomas 
Barclay,  Esquire,  possessing,  in  the  highest  degree,  the  confidence 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  such,  having  been  several  years,  and 
still  being  their  Consul  General  with  our  great  and  good  fiiend  and 
ally  the  Sling  of  France* 

Although  our  full  powers  reserve  to  us  the  ultimate  signature  of 
the  treaty  to  be  established,  yet  such  is  our  reliance  on  the  wisdom 
and  integrity  of  Mr.  Barclay,  that  we  assure  your  Majesty  you  may 
have  foil  faith  in  whatever  he  shall  agree  to,  and  that  the  same,  wh«i 
sent  to  us,  will  be  returned  with  our  signature,  in  order  to  receive 
that  of  the  person  whom  your  Majesty  shall  commission  (or  the  same 
purpose. 

With  the  most  profound  respect,  and  our  best  wishes  for  the 
health,  happiness,  prosperity,  and  glory  of  your  imperial  Majesty, 
we  have  the  honor  to  subscribe  ourselves  your  Majesty's  most 
obedient  humble  servants. 

N.  B.  In  the  letter  to  Algiers  the  term  "your  Majesty*'  is 
changed,  "  to  testify,  be,"  included  in  crotchets,  is  left  out,  and 
instead  of  the   passage   "Thomas  Barclay,"  is  inserted,   "John 

*  Lamb,  Esquire,  a  citizen  of  die  United  States,  in  whose  wisdom 
'and  integrity  we  have  so  high  confidence  that,  though  our  fiill 
« powers  reserve  to  us  the  ultimate  signature  of  the  treaty,  we  can 
<  venture  to  assure  that  we  will  ratify  and  confirm 
'  definitively  whatever  preliminary  condition  he  shall  agree  to  and 

*  transmit  to  us  for  that  purpose." 


YROM  JOHN  ADAMS  AND  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUNT  DE  . 

VERGENNES. 

Sir, 
The  fiiendly  disposition  which  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to 
show  to  the  United  States  of  America  on  every  occasion,  as  well  as 
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the  assurances  given  them  in  the  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  amity 
and  comm«x:e,  that  he  would  employ  his  good  offices  and  interposi- 
tion with  the  Powers  on  the  coast  of  Barbary  to  provide  for  the 
safety  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  their  vessels,  and  effects, 
encouraged  us  to  address  you  our  letter  of  March  28th,  on  that 
subject.  To  this  you  were  pleased  to  favor  us  with  an  answer  on 
the  28th  April,  enclosing  the  sentiments  of  his  Excellency  the  M. 
de  Castries  on  the  same  subject,  and  confirming  our  expectations  of 
hb  Majesty's  good  offices,  whensoever  we  should  be  efficaciously 
prepared  to  outer  into  negotiation  with  these  States.  As  circum- 
stances rendered  impracticable  our  proceeding  in  person  to  that 
coast.  Congress  has  been  pleased  to  invest  us  with  full  powers, 
authorizmg  us  to  substitute  agents  to  proceed  thither  for  the  purpose 
of  negotiating  and  maturing  the  terms  of  a  treaty,  and  signing  them 
in  a  preliminary  form,  but  requiring  their  definitive  execution  by  us* 
They  have  also  permitted  and  enabled  us  to  comply  with  those 
demands,  to  which  other  nations  are  in  the  habit  of  submitting.  In 
consequence  of  these  powers,  we  have  appointed  Thomas  Barclay, 
Esquire,  agent  to  the  Court  of  Morocco,  and  John  Lamb,  Esquire,  to 
the  Government  of  Algiers,  who  will- immediately  proceed  to  their 
respective  destinations,  for  the  purpose  of  negotiatmg  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  those  two  Powers. 

It  remains  for  us  to  apprise  your  Excellency  of  these  transactions, 
and  to  beg  leave,  through  you,  to  represent  to  hb  Majesty  that, 
being  now  fully  vested  with  the  powers  requbite  for  carrying  these 
negotiations  into  effect,  and  enabled  to  comply  with  such  moderate 
demands,  as  actual  circumstances  give  us  reason  to  expect  the 
moment  b  arrived  in  which  hb  powerful  mfluence  with  those  States 
may  be  mterposed  to  our  great  benefit ;  and  to  pray  that  he  wiU 
interpose  it,  either  by  direct  address  to  those  Powers,  or  through  the 
medium  of  hb  Ministers,  Consuls,  or  Agents  residing  there,  or  in 
such  other  manner  as  hb  Majesty  shall  judge  most  consbtent  with 
hb  honor,  and  most  likely  to  avail  the  United  States  of  hb  effica- 
cious aid. 


We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 


JOHN  ADAMS, 
TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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VBOM  THOMAS  JX1TKR80N  AlfD  JOHN  ADAMS  TO  MB.   CABMICHAEL. 

Mr.  Barclay  will  deliver  you  this  letter  on  hb  way  to  Morocco. 

We  have  appointed  him  to  this  negotiation  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
the  friendship  of  that  State  to  our  country,  and  of  opening,  by  that 
means,  the  commerce  of  the  Mediterranean,  an  object  of  sufficient 
importance  to  induce  him  to  accept  of  the  trust. 

We  recommend  him  and  CoIoneL  Franks,  who  goes  with  him,  to 
your  attention  and  assbtance,  and  we  particularly  desire  you  to 
interest  the  Court  of  Spun  in  hb  favor,  if  you  think  it  practicable. 
Your  success  upon  many  occasions  with  the  Spanbh  Ministers  gives 
us  hopes  that  you  may  obtam  for  bun  instrucdons  or  letters  to 
Spanbh  Consuls  or  other  gentlemen,  which  may  contribute  both  to 
the  comfort  of  hb  traveb  and  the  success  of  hb  mission. 

Any  despatches  for  us  which  he  may  convey  to  you,  your  own 
just  sense  of  the  importance  of  them  will  mduce  you  to  transmit  to 
us  with  all  possible  care. 

We  are  informed  of  the  friendly  attention  of  the  Court  of  Madrid 
to  the  case  of  our  fellow^itizens  late  in  captivity,  as  well  as  on 
many  other  occasions,  and,  if  you  think  it  will  not  be  taken  amiss, 
you  will  oblige  us  by  expressing  our  grateful  sense  of  it  wherev^ 
you  think  proper. 

With  great  respect,  we  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

London,  September  19, 1786. 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
TH:  JEFFERSON. 

N.  B.  A  similar  letter  was  given  to  Mr.  Lamb. 


Draft  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  the  for  the  purpose  of 

establishing  peace,  and  friendship,  and  commerce,  between  the 
United  States  of  America  and  their  citizens  on  the  one  part, 
and  and  his  subjects  on  the  other,  the  parties 

have  establisfied  the  following  articles. 

Article  I.  There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  peace 
and  sincere  friendship  between  the  United  States  of  Ammca  and 
their  citizens  on  the  one  part,  and  and  hb  subjects 

oa  the  other  part,  without  exception  of  pers(HiS  or  places. 
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Article  II.  His  Majesty  agrees  to  release  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States  now  in  captivity  in  his  dominions,  and  to  restore  all 
property  which  has  been  taken  by  any  of  his  subjects  from  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Article  HI.  No  vessels  of  his  Majesty  shall  make  captures  or 
cruise  within  sight  of  the  coasts  of  the  United  States. 

Article  IV .  No  citizen  or  subject  of  either  party  shall  take  from 
any  Power  with  whom  the  other  may  be  at  war  any  commbsion  or 
letter  of  marque  for  arming  any  vessel  to  act  as  a  privateer  agamst 
the  other^  on  pam  of  being  punished  as  a  pirate. 

Article  V.  If  one  of  the  parties  should  be  engaged  in  war  with 
any  other  Power,  the  free  intercourse  and  commerce  of  the  subjects 
or  citizens  o(  the  party>remaining  neutral  with  the  belligerent  Powers 
shall  not  be  bterrupted.  On  the  contrary,  in  that  case,  as  m  full 
peace,  the  vessels  of  the  neutral  party  may  navigate  freely  to  and 
fit)m  the  ports  and  on  the  coasts  of  the  belligerent  parties,  free  vessels 
making  free  goods ;  inasmuch  that  all  things  shall  be  adjudged  free 
which  shall  be  on  board  any  vessel  belonging  to  the  neutral  party, 
aldiough  such  things  belong  io  an  enemy  of  the  other ;  and  the  same 
freedom  shall  be  extended  to  persons  who  shall  be  on  board  a  free 
vessel,  although  they  should  be  enemies  to  the  other  party,  unless 
they  be  soldiers  in  actual  service  of  such  enemy. 

In  like  manner  all  persons,  subjects,  or  citizens  of  either  party, 
and  all  property  belonging  to  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party, 
found  on  board  a  vessel  of  the  enemy  of  the  other  shall  be  free  from 
capture  and  detention. 

Article  VI.  In  the  same  case,  where  one  of  the  parties  is 
engaged  m  a  war  with  any  other  Power,  that  the  vessels  of  the 
neutral  party  may  be  readily  and  certainly  known,  it  is  agreed  that 
they  shall  be  provided  with  sea-letters,  or  passports,  which  shall 
express  the  name,  the  property,  and  burthen  of  the  vessel,  as  also 
the  name  and  dwelling  of  the  master ;  which  passports  shall  be^made 
out  in  good  and  due  forms,  (to  be  settled  by  conventions  between 
the  parties  whenever  occasion  shall  require,)  shall  be  renewed  as 
often  as  the  vessel  shall  return  into  port,  and  shall  be  exhibited  when- 
soever required,  as  well  in  the  open  sea  as  in  port.  But  if  the  said 
vessel  be  under  convoy  of  one  or  more  vessels  of  war  belonging  to 
the  neutral  party,  the  simple  declaration  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  convoy  that  the  said  vessel  belongs  to  the  party  of  which  he  is, 
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abftll  be  considered  as  establishmg  the  fact,  and  shall  relieve  both 
parties  from  the  trouble  of  further  exaininatioD. 

Article  VII.  And  to  prevent  endrely  all  disorder  and  viol«ace 
in  such  cases,  it  is  stipulated  that  when  the  vessels  of  the  neutral 
party,  sailing  without  convoy,  shall  be  met  by  any  vessel  of  war, 
public  or  private,  of  the  other  party,  such  vessel  of  war  shall  not 
approach  withm  cannon-shot  of  the  said  neutral  vessel,  nor  send 
more  than  two  or  three  men  in  their  boat  on  board  the  same  to 
examine  her  sea-letters  or  passports* 

Article  VIIL  All  persons  belonging  to  any  vessel  of  war,  public 
or  private,  who  shall  molest  or  injure  in  any  manner  whatever,  the 
people,  vessel,  or  effects  of  the  o^er  party,  shall  be  responsible  in 
their  persons  and  property  for  damages  and  interest,  sufficient  security 
for  which  shall  be  given  by  all  commanders  of  private-armed  vesseb 
before  they  are  commissioned. 

Article  IX.  All  citizens  of  the  United  States  taken  by  any  of 
the  Powers  of  Barbary,  or  their  subjects,  and  brought  into  any  of 
the  ports  or  dominions  of  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  shall  be  imme^ 
diately  set  at  liberty  by  the  Emperor ;  and  all  vessels  and  merchant 
dize  belongbg  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  taken  by  any  (tf 
the  said  Powers,  or  their  subjects,  and  brought  into  any  of  the  pcvts 
or  dommions  of  his  Majesty,  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  caused  by  lus 
Majesty  to  be  delivered  up  by  the  captors,  without  being  carried  out 
of  port,  and  shall  be  faithfully  restored  to  the  said  citizens  owning 
them. 

Article  X.  If  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  party,  in  danger 
from  tempests,  phrates,  enemies,  or  other  accidents,  or  needing  repairs, 
or  supplies  of  water,  food,  or  other  necessaries,  shall  take  refuge  with 
their  vessels  or  effect9  within  the  harbors  or  jurisdictioQ  of  the  other ; 
or,  if  the  armed  vessels,  public  or  private,  of  either  party  shall  take 
such  refuge  for  any  of  the  same  causes,  they  shall  be  received, 
protected,  and  treated  with  humanity  and  kindness,  and  shall  be 
permitted  to  furnish  themselves  at  reasonable  prices  with  all  refl^erii^ 
ments,  provisions,  and  other  thmgs  necessary  for  their  sustenance, 
health,  and  acccxnmodation,  and  for  the  repair  of  their  vessels. 

Articld  XI.  When  any  vessel  of  either  party  shall  be  wrecked, 
foundered,  or  odi^wise  damaged  on  the  coasts,  or  within  the  dcHiiin* 
ions  of  the  other,  their  respective  subjects  or  citizens  shall  receive, 
as  well  for  themselves  as  for  thefar  vessels  and  e^ts,  the  same 
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assistance  which  would  be  due  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
where  the  damage  happens,  and  shall  pay  the  same  charges  and  dties 
only  as  the  said  mhabitants  of  the  country  would  be  subject  to  pay 
in  a  like  case ;  cmd  if  the  operations  of  repair  shall  require  that  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  their  cargoes  be  unloaded,  they  shall  pay  no 
duties,  charges,  ot  fees  (m  the  part  which  they  shall  relade  and  carry 
away. 

Article  XII.  The  vessels  of  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either 
party  coming  on  any  coast  belonging  to  the  other,  but  not  willing  to 
enter  into  any  port,  or  being  entered  into  port  and  not  willing  to 
onload  their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  baye  liberty  to  depart  and 
to  pursue  their  voyage  without  molestaticm,  and  without  being 
obliged  to  pay  any  duties,  charges,  or  fees  whatsoever,  or  to  render 
any  account  of  their  cargo. 

'  Article  XIII.  Each  party  shall  endeavor,  by  all  the  means  in 
their  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels  and  other  effects 
bdonging  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other,  and  the  persons  of 
the  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  other  which  shall  be  within  the  extent 
of  their  jurisdiction  by  sea  or  land,  and  shdl  use  all  their  efforts  to 
liberate  such  persons,  and  to  recover  and  cause  to  be  restored  to  the 
right  owners  their  vessels  and  eflSdcts  which  shall  be  taken  within  the 
extent  pf  their  said  jurisdiction. 

Article  XIV.  Whenever  the  vessels  of  either  party  in  any  port 
of  die  other  shall  be  about  to  depart,  all  hostile  vessels  in  the  same 
port,  or  its  locinities,  shall  be  detained  by  the  party  within  whose 
jurisdiction  they  are  until  such  vessel  shall  have  had  a  reasonable 
time  to  escape. 

Article  XV.  No  vessels  of  war  of  the  United  States  within  4e 
ports  of  his  Majesty  shall  be  searched  under  pretence  of  their  having 
on  board  fugitive  slaves,  or  under  any  other  pretence  whatever,  nor 
shall  any  person  be  required  to  pay  (or  any  such  sfaves,  nor  to 
redeliver  l^em,  if  any  such  should  reaRy  have  taken  asylum 
therein. 

Article  XVI.  The  vessels  of  war  of  either  party  coming  to 
anchor  in  a  port  of  the  other  shall  be  saluted  by  die  forts  or  batteries 
with  as  many  guns  as  a  vessel  of  the  same  size  of  any  other  nation, 
which  vessel  shall  return  the  saltite  gun  for  gun. 

Article  XVII.  The  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party  may 
frequent  the  coasts  and  countries  of  the  other,  and  reside  and  trade 
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there  m  all  fKurts  of  produce,  manufactures,  and  merchandize,  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  which  shall  be  free  to  all  persons  of  every 
description,  unembarrassed  by  mooopcJy,  paying  no  greater  duties 
than  the  most  favored  nation  pays ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  exemptions  in  navigation  and  commerce  which 
the  subjects  of  the  most  favored  nation  enjoy.  They  shall  also  be 
free  to  pass  and  repass  with  their  merchandize  within  the  territories 
of  the  other  without  bemg  obliged  to  obtam  passports* 

Abticlb  XVin.  All  merchants,  conmianders  of  vessels,  and 
other  subjects  and  citizens  of  each  party  shaU  have  free  liberty  in  all 
places  withm  the  dommion  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other  to  manage 
their  own  business  themselves,  or  to  employ  whomsoever  they  please 
tp  manage  the  whole  or  any  part  for  them ;  and  shall  not  be  obliged 
to  make  use  of  any  interpreter,  broker,  or  other  peraan  whatsoever,  nor 
pay  them  any  salaries  or  fees  unless  they  choose  to  make  use  of  them. 

Moreover,  they  shall  not  be  obliged,  m  loadmg  or  unloading  th^ 
vesseb,  to  make  use  of  those  wcMrkmen  which  may  be  appointed  by 
public  authority  for  that  purpose ;  but  it  shall  be  entirely  free  for 
them  to  load  or  unload  them  by  themselves,  or  ^o  make  use  of  such 
persons  in  loading  or  unloading  them  as  they  shall  think  fit,  without 
paying  any  fees  or  salary  to  any  other  whomsoever ;  neith^  shall 
they  be  forced  to  unload  any  sort  of  merchandize  into  any  oth^ 
vessels,  or  to  receive  them  mto  their  own,  or  to  wait  for  their  being 
loaded  longer  than  diey  please* 

Article  XIX.  No  merchant  or  other  citizen  or  subject  of  either 
party,  within  the  territories  of  the  other,  shall  be  obliged  to  buy  or 
sell  any  merchandize  or  thing  against  his  will,  and  shall  be  free  to 
buy  and  sell  whatever  he  may  think  proper* 

Article  XX*  That  the  vesseb  of  either  party  loading  within  the 
ports  or  jurisdiction  of  the  other  may  not  be  uselessly  detained,  it  is 
agreed  that  all  examinations  of  goods  required  by  the  laws  shall  be 
made  before  they  shall  be  laden  on  board  the  vessel,  and  that  there 
shall  be  no  examination  after,  nor  shall  the  vessel  be  searched  at  any 
time,  unless  articles  shall  have  been  laden  therein  clandestinely  and 
illegally,  in  which  case  the  person  by  whose  orders  they  were 
carried  on  board,  or  who  carried  them  without  order,  shall  be  liable 
to  the  laws  of  the  land  in  which  he  is ;  but  no  persoq  shall  be 
molested,  nor  shall  any  other  goods  nor  the  vessel  be  seized  or 
detained  for  that  cause* 
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Article  XXI.  The  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party,  their 
vessels  and  ejBfects,  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  embargo,  seizure,  or 
detention  on  the  part  of  the  other  for  any  military  expedition  or 
other  public  or  private  purpose  whatever ;  and  in  all  cases  of  seizure, 
detention,  or  arrest  for  debts  contracted  by  any  citizen  or  subject  of 
the  one  party  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  the  same  ^all  be 
ipade  and  prosecuted  by  order  and  authority  of  law  only,  and 
accordmg  to  the  regular  course  of  proceeding  usual  in  such  cases* 

Article  XXII.  If  any  difference,  either  civil  or  criminal,  arise 
between  two  citizens  of  the  United  States,  within  the  territories  of 
his  Majesty,  neither  shall  be  bound  to  answer  or  appear  before  the 
judiciary  institutions  of  the  country,  nor  to  obey  any  officer  or 
process  diereof ;  but  it  shall  be  decided  by  the  Consul  for  the  United 
States,  who  shall  have  full  authority  in  every  such  case,  civil  or 
criminal,  to  proceed  according  to  the  instructions  he  shall  have 
received  from  Congress.  But  if  the « power  of  the  country  shall  be 
necessary  to  aid  him  in  the  arrest,  detention,  or  punishment  of  one 
of  the  parties,  he  shall  receive  such  aid. 

Article  XXIII.  If  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  within 
the  territories  of  his  Majesty,  assault,  strike,  wound,  or  kill  a  subject 
of  his  Majesty,  or  any  other  person  under  his  protection,  (other  than 
a  fellow-citizen,  which  case  is  hereinbefore  provided  for,)  he  shall  be 
punished  in  the  same  manner,  and  not  more  rigorously  than  a  subject 
who  should  have  committed  the  same  offence;  nor  shall  he  be 
punbhed  until  the  Consul  of  his  nation  shall  have  been  called  on  to 
defend  him ;  and  if  he  make  his  escape,  neither  the  said  Consul  nor 
any  other  citizen  of  the  said  United  States  shall  be  detained  or 
molested  on  that  account. 

A  subject  of  his  Majesty  committing  a  like  offence  within  his 
territories  on  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  shaU  be  punished  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  he  had  conunitted  it  on  one  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects. 

Article  XXIV.  The  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  United  States 
shall  have  power  to  dbpose  of  their  personal  goods  withih  the 
jurisdiction  of  his  Majesty  by  testament,  donation,  or  odierwise,  and 
their  representatives  shall  succeed  to  their  said  personal  goods  within 
the  same  jurisdiction,  by  testament  or  ab  intestatOy  and  may  take 
possession  thereof,  either  by  themselves  or  by  others  acting  for  them, 
and  dispose  of  the  same  at  their  will,  paying  such  dues  only  as  the 
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inbabitftnts  of  the  country  wherein  the  said  goods  are  shall  be  suliject 
to  pay  b  like  cases.  And  m  case  of  the  absence  of  the  represent- 
ative, the  Consul,  Vice  Consul,  or  Agent  for  the  United  States  diafl 
take  care  of  the  said  goods,  acccmfing  to  his  instructions,  or,  if  there 
be  no  such  Consul,  Vice  Consul,  car  Agent,  &en  certain  good  and 
principal  people  of  the  country  shall  be  appointed  to  make  an 
inventory  of  them,  and  to  tidce  care  of  them  hf  the  repreeentalive, 
so  that  the  officers  of  die  said  country  may  not  n^eddle  with  them  on 
pretence  of  escheat,  forfeiture,  or  any  other  pretence  "v^tever. 

Articlx  XXV.  Each  party  shall  be  at  liberty  to  keep  wi6aA 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  other  Consuls,  Vice  Consuls,  Agents,  or 
Commissaries  of  their  own  appointment,  who  shall  be  free  and  secure 
IB  their  persons,  houses,  and  effects,  and  shall  not,  in  any  case,  be 
bound  to  Miswer  for  the  debts  of  any  citizens  of  tibdr  nation,  of 
others,  unless  they  shall  have  obliged  themselves  thereto  by  wriung. 
Each  of  diem  shall  be  at  liberty  to  choose  his  own  int^pieteis, 
brokers,  and  other  agents  and  servants,  to  go  as  often  as  he  pleases 
on  board  any  vessels  in  the  harbors,  to  pass  and  repass  m  the 
country,  to  practice  his  own  religion  in  his  own  house,  opeiJy  and 
freely,  and  to  receive  any  other  persons  there  to  do  the  same, 
without  being  subject  to  molestation  or  insult  by  wwd  of  deed ;  he 
lAall  enjoy  an  exemption  bom  aU  duties  for  die  provisioBS  and 
necessaries  of  every  tdnd  for  his  house  and  fiuniiy,  shall  be  antbor- 
ized  to  take  depositions,  authenticate  contracts,  deeds,  wills,  and 
other  writmgs,  give  passports,  and  perform  all  other  the  functions  of 
his  office  according  to  his  instructions,  witfaom  impediment  from 
any,  but,  on  the  contrary,  shall  be  aided  therein  by  the  power  <if 
the  country  when  he  shall  ask  such  aid. 

Article  XXVI.  If  any  contravention  o€  this  treaty  shall  happen, 
die  peace  shall  continue  nevertheless;  but  die  party  injuEred  shall 
demand  amicable  reparation,  and  until  this  shall  have  been  denied^ 
shall  not  appeal  to  arms. 

Abticlx  XX  Vn.  If  war  rixiuld  arise  between  die  two  pndes, 
the  subjects  or  cidzens  of  either  country  then  residing  or  being  in  die 
other,  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  nine  months  to  ccJleet  ihm  deto 
and  setde  their  afiaiis,  and  may  depart  fiseely,  carrying  off  all  their 
effects  without  molestation  or  hindrance. 

Article  XXVUI.  If  either  party  shall  hereafter  grant  to  any 
other  nation  any  pardcular  favor  in  navigation  and  commerce,  it 
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shall  immediately  become  common^  to  the  other  party,  freely  where 
it  is  freely  granted  to  such  other  nation,  or  on  yielding  the  com- 
pensation where  such  other  nation  does  the  same. 

Article  XXIX.  This  treaty  shall  be  in  force  fifty  years  from  the 
exchange  of  ratifications,  which  exchange  shall  be  within  eighteen 
months  fix)m  the  date  hereof,  and  in  the  meantime  the  several  articles 
thereof  shall  be  observed  on  both  sides  as  if  they  were  already 
ratified. 

In  witness  wheifeof,  &c. 


REPORT   OF    SECRETARY  JAT. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affaira,  May  11,  1786. 
The  Secretary  of  the  United  States  for  the  Department  of  Foreign 
Afl&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the  llth  October  last 
firom  the  Honorable  Mr.  Jefierson,  with  the  sundry  papers  that 
were  enclosed  with  it,  reports: 

That  as  this  letter  and  these  papers  respect  subjects  unconnected 
with  each  other,  your  Secretary  finds  it  necessary  to  arrange  them 
imder  different  heads,  and  report  on  each  m  its  proper  order. 

NtgotiatWM  with  the  Barbary  Powers. 

1st.  The  commissions  of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson  appomting 
Mr.  Barclay  to  treat  with  Morocco,  and  Mr.  Lamb  with  Algiers,  and 
their  general  instructions  to  each  of  them,  and  the  project  of  a  treaty, 
all  of  which  appear  to  your  Secretary  to  be  proper ;  but  he  much 
doubts  whether  the  sums  allotted  for  presents  and  peace  offerings 
will  be  sufficient. 

2d.  A  letter  to  Mr.  Jefferson  from  Richard  O'Bryen,  master  of  the 
ship  Dauphin,  belonging  to  Messrs.  Mathew  and  Thomas  Irwin  & 
Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  captured  by  the  Algerines  30th  July,  1785. 
This  letter  is  similar  to  one  written  by  the  same  person  on  the  28th 
August  last  to  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress,  and  on 
which  your  Secretary  made  report  the  2d  January  last. 

This  letter,  however,  gave  occasion  to  the  supplementary  instruc- 
tion to  Mr.  Lamb,  by  which  he  is  authorized  to  supply  and  redeem 
American  captives  in  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  therein  specified. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  mentionmg  this  instruction,  says :  "  The  supple- 
Voi^.  L— 43 
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*  nieiimy  instraetion  lo  Mr.  LkhI),  No.  5,  nrast  rest  for  justification 

<  on  tbe  emergency  of  tbe  case.    The  motives  which  lead  to  it  moM 

<  be  found  in  the  fediags  of  the  human  heart,  in  a  paitiality  kit  those 

*  sufferers  who  are  of  oar  own  country,  and  tbe  obligations  of  every 

<  Government  to  yield  protection  to  their  citizens  as  the  consideration 
<of  their  obedience.    It  will  he  a  comfort  to  know  Aet  Congress  ioo 

*  not  disapprove  of  this  step.^ 

In  cases  of  this  kind  your  Secretary  tiimks  the  s^itiment?  and 
pleasure  of  Congress  should  not  remain  doubtfiil,  and  that  in  his 
opinion  it  be, 

Resolvedy  That  the  Secretary  for  the  Department  of  For^n 
Affiiirs  inform  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Jefferson  that  Congress  approve 
of  their  supplementary  instruction  to  Mr.  Lamb,  respectmg  American 
captives  at  Algiers. 

TVeaty  with  Portugal 

Mr.  Jefferson  says :  <<  That  considering  the  treaty  with  Porti^ 

<  among  the  most  interesting  to  the  United  States,  he  sometime  ago 

*  took  occasion  at  Versailles  to  ask  the  Portuguese  Ambassador  if  he 

*  had  yet  received  from  his  Court  an  answer  to  their  letter.  He  told 
'  him  he  had  not,  but  that  he  would  make  it  the  subject  of  another 

<  letter.    Two  days  ago  his  S^retary  of  Legation  called  on  him  with 

<  a  letter  from  his  Minister  to  the  Ambassador,  in  which  was  the 

<  following  paragraph,  as  he  translated  it  to  him,  and  he  committed 

<  it  to  writing  firom  his  moodi."  This  paragraph  being  in  French, 
tiie  following  b  a  translation  of  it,  viz :  "  With  respect  to  what  your 

*  Excellency  mentions  of  a  conversation  with  the  American  Minister, 
'  that  Power  ought  already  to  be  persuaded,  by  the  manner  m  which 
'  their  vessels  have  been  received  here,  that  his  Majesty  would  have 
'  much  satisfaction  in  maintaining  perfect  harmony  and  good  corre- 
^  spondence  with  the  United  States.    But  it  would  be  proper  to  begin 

*  by  reciprocally  appomting  persons  who  at  least,  m  the  character  of 

*  agent,  should  respectively  inform  their  constituents  of  whatever 
^  might  conduce  to  a  knowledge  of  the  interest  of  die  two  nations 

<  without  prejucBce  to  the  one  or  the  other.    It  is  the  first  step  ^hich 

*  appears  convenient  to  take  in  order  to  the  end  proposed." 

Mr.  Jefferson  says  he  considers  that  answer  <<  as  definitive  of  all 
"^  iurther  measures  under  his  and  Mr.  Adams's  commission  to  P(»r- 
'tugal.'' 
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Het^  it  appears  proper  to  your  Secretary  to  iremiBd  Congress  of  a 
letter  of  5th  November  last  from  Mr.  Adams  on  the  subject,  and  on 
which  he  thinks  instructions  should  be  given  to  Mr.  Adams. 

It  states  the  substance  of  a  oonfbrrace  between  him  and  the 
Chevalier  PintOi  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minbter  Plenipotentiary 
from  Portugal ;  to  whom  it  seems  that  Court  had  thought  proper  to 
commit  the  conduct  of  their  negotiations  with  us,  in  preference  to 
their  Ambassador  at  the  Court  of  France. 

The  overture  made  in  that  conference,  together  with  the  importance 
of  our  trade  to  Portugal,  induces  your  Secretary  to  think  that  it  would 
be  advisable  to  take  measures  for  concluding  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  that  kingdom ;  and  the  more  so  as  the  commercial  privileges  we 
now  enjoy  in  their  ports  are  matters  of  favor,  which  may  at  any  time 
be  recalled,  and  wbkh  would  probably  be  diminished,  if  apparent 
inattention  to  their  friendly  overtures  should  mortify  and  disgust  that 
.Court* 

Treaties  with  other  Powers. 

A  subsequent  letter  from  Mr.  Je£^!Bon,  vii :  27th  January,  1786, 
mentions  that  the  Emperw  is  willing  to  proceed  with  us.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  diat  Denmark  is  also  ready,  and  that  Naples  has 
intimated  the  same  thing. 

Your  Secretary  has  ia  former  reports  expressed  his  sentiments 
Tespectmg  treaties  at  tiie  kmd  proposed ;  but  as  die  first  overtures 
for  tiiem  were  made  by  America,  k  seems  difficult  now  to  retract, 
merely  because  the  answers,  tiiough  favoraUe,  have  been  so  long 
delayed.  The  delicate  situation  of  the  United  States  requires 
caution ;  and  it  might  be  better  to  submit  to  some  temporary  evii 
tath^  than  disgust  those  Powers  who  may  now  be  ready  to  enter 
into  treaties  with  us,  and  whose  ports,  in  case  of  war,  might  be  very 
convenient  to  us.  Your  Secretary  is  therefi:»re  much  inclined  to 
think  that  it  would  be  mcMte  prudent  to  renew  the  commission,  and 
by  limiting  the  duration  of  the  proposed  treaties  to  a  short  t^rm, 
provide  that  the  inconveniences  arising  from  them  shall  not  be  of 
longer  continuance.  Circumstances  will  by  that  time  probably 
place  the  United  States  on  more  advantageous  ground,  and  enable 
them  to  make  treaties  far  more  beneficial  than  any  that  can  now  be 
expected.    In  his  opinion,  however,  no  furth^  overtures  should  be 
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made,  nor  any  negotiations  for  such  treaties  commenced  with  any 
nation,  except  those  who  may  have  declared  their  readiness  and 
inclination  to  enter  into  them. 

All  which  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

JOHN  JAY. 


raOM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO   JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  December  S4,  1785. 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  which  were  dated  the  6th  and  11th  of 
October,  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  the  1st,  14th,  and  15th 
of  September.  Since  tiie  departure  of  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  who  carried 
my  last,  no  confidential  opportunity  of  writmg  h&s  offered.  The 
present  I  send  by  way  of  London,  and  being  to  pass  through  the 
post  oSices  of  both  countries,  shall  mention  m  it  nothing  but  what 
both  are  welcome  to  see. 

I  now  transmit  you  Mr.  Limozin's  answer  rdative  to  Fortm's 
case.  You  will  see  by  this  that  Fortin  never  had  commenced  a  suit 
here  at  all,  and  of  course  was  premature  in  his  complaints  of  the 
delay  of  justice. 

I  enclose,  also,  a  copy  of  the  receipt  of  Commodore  Jones  for 
moneys  paid  him  on  account  of  the  prizes  taken  by  him.  It  will 
enable  the  Commissioners  to  enter  due  debits.  The  Mai^schal  de 
Castries  halving  been  pleased  to  direct  copies  of  the  receipts  to  be 
furnished  to  me,  in  proportion  as  payments  are  made,  I  shall  take 
care  to  forward  them. 

The  prospectus  of  the  mercantile  establishment  at  Trieste  for  a 
commerce  with  the  United  States,  which  I  have  the  honor  of  now 
enclosing,  was  communicated  to  me  by  the  Imperial  Ambassad(^ 
here,  by  order  of  his  sovereign,  who  asks  the  patronage  of  Con- 
gress for  this  company.  I  assured  his  Ambassadcur  that  they  might 
rely  on  every  protection  from  Congress  should  any  circumstances 
ever  call  for  their  interference. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  copies  of  two  letters  I  wrote  to 
Messrs.  Van  Staphorst,  in  answer  to  some  inquiries  they  made  of 
me  relative  to  some  paper  securities  of  the  United  States  proposed 
to  them  by  Mr.  Daniel  Parker. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DIPLOMATIC  CORRESPONDENCE.  677 

Being  informed  that  they  afterwards  received  these  securities  as 
for  the  United  States,  perhaps  these  letters  may  throw  light  on  that 
measure.  At  any  rate,  they  will  shew  that  I  considered  it  as  out  of 
my  province,  and  meddled  not  in  it  fiirther  than  hy  informing  them 
of  matters  of  fact. 

An  American  gentleman,  who  will  leave  this  place  for  New  York 
about  the  1st  of  February,  will  enable  me  to  write  to  you  on  subjects 
not  proper  for  the  present  conveyance. 

In  the  meantime  it  may  be  expedient  to  mention  that  the  duties 
here  on  American  whale  oil  are  reduced  to  eleven  livres  five  sous, 
the  barrel  of  five  hundred  pounds  French,  or  about  two  livres  in 
die  English  hundred.  They  were  before  thirty-six  livres  fifteen  sous, 
the  barrel  of  five  hundred  pounds. 

I  have  the  honpr  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


MR.   LUOZIN's   answer  RELATIVE   TO  FORTIN's    CASE. 

Havre  de  Qrace,  October  4, 1785. 
Most  honored  Sir, 

Agreeably  to  my  promise,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  your 
Excellency  a  copy  of  the  letter  I  wrote  the  11th  October,  1782,  to 
Joseph  Fortin,  about  the  estate  to  which  he  would  be  entitled  had 
his  father  not  altered  hb  Chrjstian  name  when  he  landed  in 
America. 

With  die  copy  of  the  said  letter  is  that  of  the  register  taken  fix)m 
the  books  of  the  church,  and  an  authentic  advertisement  of  sales. 

By  these  vouchers  your  Excellency  will  be  able  to  see  that  it  is 
impossible  for  that  Fortin  to  claim  the  said  estate  as  long  as  he  will 
call  himself  son  of  Joseph  Fortin,  as  he  does  by  the  vouchers  he 
sent  me ;  because  none  of  the  family  of  the  deceased  Fortin  who  left 
that  estate  was  called  Joseph. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  ANDREW  LIMOZIN. 


FROM   ANDREW  LIMOZIN  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Havre  de  Grace,  October  11, 1785. 
Most  honored  Sir, 
I  received,  just  now,  the  letters  your  Excellency  has  honored  me 
with  the  8th  of  thb  month. 
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I  ha^e  not  been  imprudent  enough  to  begin  a  law  suit  with  the 
vouchers  Fortin  sent  me,  because,  according  to  oinr  laws,  I  was  sure 
to  lose  it  directly,  and  to  prevent  (bj  giving  communicadcm  of  siidi 
vouchers)  the  said  Fortm  to  ever  have  the  least  right  to  the  eatate 
about  which  I  wrote  to  him. 

For,  under  the  name  of  Joseph  Fortm,  be  will  never*  be  entitled 
to  enjoy  the  said  estate*  For  it  is  proved  by  die  church  bodes  that 
none  of  the  deceased  Fortin's  fimuly,  who  left  the  estate,  were  called 
Joseph,  but  that  there  n  one  missing  called  Jean  Baptiste. 

I  would  not  begin  a  law  suit,  because  I  should  be  sure  to  lose  it, 
aad  who  would  reimbuiBe  me  for  my  expenses?  llere  is  no  other 
method  for  that  Fortin  but  to  get  his  vouchers  under  the  name  d 
Jean  Baptiste  instead  of  that  of  Joseph,  and  if  he  cannot  do  it  he 
will  never  get  a  fiurthing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  ANDREW  UMOZIN. 


FROM  M.  DE   CASTRUBS   TO  THOMAS  JEITERSON. 

Translation. 

Fontaineblean,  October  28, 178$. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  certified  copies  of  the  two  receipts 
which  Mr.  Jones  has  given  to  die  treasurer  of  die  port  of  L'Orient 
for  the  sums  which  have  been  paid  to  him  as  shares  of  the  prizes 
belongmg  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

Tou  will  observe,  sir,  that  Mr.  Jones  has  received  one  hundred 
and  Jive  thousand  one  hundred  and  eighty-Jive  Uvres,  three  soby  six 
deniers,  for  the  crew  of  die  Alliance  frigate,  and  seventy-Jive  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  Jifty-three  Kvres  eigftteen  sob  four  deniers,  as 
well  for  the  share  of  prizes  due  to  him  personalty  as  for  those  of  the 
Americans  belonging  to  the  vessels  caQed  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
and  the  Pallas  frigate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  LE  M.  DE  CASTRIES. 

Shares  of  the  Prizes  made  in  1779  by  the  Sfuadron  cf  Commodore 

PaulJones. 

Translation. 
To  M.  Paul  Jones,  Commandant  of  the  Squadron  consisting  of 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  Alliance,  the  Pallas,  and  the  Yen- 
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geanoe,  as  well  for  what  b  due  to  him  as  Captain  of  the  Bon  Homme 
Richard  as  for  the  shares  d*the  Americans  and  foreigners  composing 
the  crew  of  the  said  yessel,  and  for  several  powers  in  favor  of  the 

said  Commodore^  the  sum  of .  •  • Liv.15,532    (k.  5d. 

To  the  said  Sieur  Paul  Jones  for  the  slwes 
due  to  the  Americans  who  belonged  to  the 
Pallas  frigate,  amounting  to %..••#  321  17  U 

Total iti^.  75,853  18    4 


We,  Commodore  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  authorized  by  the  Congress,  and  the  Mareschal  de  Castries, 
Minuter  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of  Marine,  to 
receive  die  amount  of  prizes  of  the  American  subjects  and  foreigners, 
according  to  a  letter  of  the  16tb-July,  1785,  acknowledge  to  have 
received  of  M.  Gratien  de  Comonre,  Treasurer  of  Marine  fbr  this 
port,  and  charged  with  the  continuance  of  the  payments  of  the  late 
M.  Bourgeois,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-three  livres  eighteen  sds  four  deniers,  in  full. 

PAUL  JONES. 

L*Orient,  AugusMS,  1785. 

Certified  to  have  counted,  the  18th  August  last,  to  Commodore 
Paul  Jones,  the  sum  of  seventy-five  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-three  livres  eighteen  sols  four  deniers. 

Given  at  L'Orient,  10th  October,  1785. 

GRATIEN  DE  COMORRE. 


Shares  of  the  Prizes  made  in  1779  by  the  Squadron  of  Commodore 

Paul  Jones. 

Translation. 

L*Orient,  September  5,  1785. 

To  M.  Paul  Jones,  Commandant  of  the  Squadron  consisting  of 
the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  the  Alhance,  the  Pallas,  and  the  Ven- 
geance, for  what  b  due  to  the  frigate  Alliance,  commanded  by  M. 
Landais,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  one  hundred  and 
eighty-five  livres  three  sob  six  deoiera,  (105,185/Jo.  3s.  6d.) 
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We,  Commodore  of  the  Naval  Forces  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  authorized  by  the  Congress,  and  orders  of  the  Mareschal 
de  Castries,  Minister  and  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Department  of 
Marine,  to  receive  the  amount  due  to  the  Alliance  frigate,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  commanded  by  M.  Landais,  acccMxIing  to  the 
despatches  of  19th  and  26th  August,  1785,  acknowledge  to  have 
received  of  M.  Gratien  de  Comonre,  Treasurer  of  Marine  for  this 
port,  and  charged  with  the  continuation  of  the  payments  of  the  late 
M.  Bourgeois,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  livres  three  sols  six  deniers,  in  fidl. 

PAUL  JONES. 

Certified  to  have  counted,  the  6th  September,  1785,  to  Commodore 
Paul  Jones,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  five  thousand  one  hundred 
and  eighty*five  livres  three  sob  six  deniers. 

Given  at  L'Orient,  lOtb  Octob^,  1785. 

GRATIEN  DE  COMORRE. 


TROX  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  MESSRS.  VAN   STAPHORST. 

Paris,  October  12, 1785. 

•Gentlemen, 

The  receipt  of  your  fiivor  of  September  19th  should  not  have 
been  so  long  unacknowledged,  but  that  I  have  been  peculiarly  and 
very  closely  engaged  ever  since^it  came  to  hand. 

With  respect  to  the  expediency  of  the  arrangement  you  propose 
to  make  witl)  Mr.  Paricer,  I  must  observe  to  you  that  it  would  be 
altogether  out  of  my  province  to  give  an  official  opinion  for  your 
direction. 

These  transactions  appertain  altogether  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Treasury,  to  whom  you  have  very  properly  written  on  the  occa- 
sion. I  shall  always  be  willing,  however,  to  apprise  you  of  any 
facts  I  may  be  acquainted  with,  and  which  might  enable  3rou  to 
proceed  with  Qiore  certainty ;  and  even  to  give  my  private  opinion, 
where  I  am  acquainted  with  the  subject,  leaving  you  the  most  perfect 
liberty  to  give  it  what  weight  you  should  think  proper. 

In  the  present  case  I  cannot  give  even  a  private  opinion,  because 
I  am  not  told  what  are  precisely  the  securities  offered  by  Mr.  Paricer. 
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So  various  are  the  securities  of  the  United  States,  that  unless  they 
are  precisely  described  bys  their  dates,  consideration,  and  other 
material  circumstances,  no  man  on  earth  can  say  what  they  are 
worth.  One  fact,  however,  is  certain,  that  all  debts,  of  any  consid- 
erable amount,  contracted  by  the  United  States  while  their  paper 
money  existed,  are  subject  to  a  deduction,  and  not  payable  at  any 
fixed  period. 

I  think  I  may  venture  to  say  also  that  there  are  no  debts  of  the 
United  States  on  the  same  footing  with  the  money  loaned  by 
Holland,  except  those  due  to  the  Kings  of  France  and  Spain. 

However,  I  hope  you  will  soon  receive  the  answers  of  the  Com- 
missioners, which  alone  can  decide  authoritatively  what  is  to  be 
done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fcc,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS   J£FFI;BSQN  TO  MESSRS.   VAN   STAPHORST. 

Paris,  October  25, 1785. 
Gentlemen, 
I  received  yesterday  your  letter  of  the  20th  instant.  In  order  to 
give  you  the  infonnation  you  desire  on  the  subject  of  the  liquidated 
debts  of  the  United  States,  and  the  comparative  footing  on  which 
they  stand,  I  must  observe  to  you  that  the  first  and  great  division  of 
our  Federal  debt  is  into,  1,  foreign;  and  2,  domestic.  The  foreign 
debt  comprehends :  1,  the  loan  of  the  Government  of  Spain  ;  2,  the 
loan  firom  the  Government  of  France,  and  from  the  Farmers 
General ;  3,  the  loans  negotiated  in  Holland  by  order  of  Congress. 
This  branch  of  our  debt  stands  absolutely  singular :  no  man  in  the 
United  States  having  ever  supposed  that  Congress  or  their  Legisla- 
tures can  m  any  wise  modify  or  alter  it.  They  justly  view  the 
United  States  as  the  one  party,  and  the  lenders  as  the  other,  and 
that  the  consent  of  both  would  be  requisite  were  any  modification 
proposed.  But  with  respect  to  the  .domestic  debt,  they  consider 
Congress  as  representing  both  the  borrowers  and  lenders,  and  that 
the  modifications  which  have  taken  place  in  this  have  been  necessary 
to  do  justice  between  the  two  parties,  and  that  they  flowed  properly 
firom  Congress  as  their  mutual  umpire.  The  domestic  debt  compre- 
hends: 1,  the  army  debt;  2,  the  loan  office  debt;  3,  the  liquidated 
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debt ;  4,  tbe  unliquidated  debt.  Tbe  first  tesm  includes  debts  to 
the  offioeis  and  soldiers  for  pay,  bounty,  and  subsistence.  Tbe 
second  term  means  nxineys  put  into  the  loan  office  of  tbe  United 
States.  The  8d  comprehends  all  debts  contracted  by  quartermast»s> 
commissaries^  and  others  duly  authorized  to  procure  supplies  for  tbe 
army,  and  wliich  have  been  liquidated  (that  is  settled)  by  commis- 
sioners appointed  under  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  June  12th, 
1780,  or  by  the  officer  who  made  the  contract.  Tbe  4th  compre- 
hends tbe  wbcJe  mass  of  debts  described  in  the  preceding  article, 
which  have  not  yet  been  liquidated.  These  are  in  a  course  of 
liquidation,  and  are  passmg  over  daily  into  the  3d  class.  The  debts 
of  this  3d  class,  that  is  the  liquidated  debts,  is  the  object  of  your 
inquiry.  No  time  is  fixed  for  the  payment  of  it,  no  fund  as  yet 
detennmed,  nor  any  firm  provision  for  the  interest  in  the  meantime. 
The  consequence  is  that  the  certificates  of  these  debts  sell  greatly 
below  par.  When  I  left  America  they  could  be  bought  for  fit>m 
3«.  6(2.  to  15^.  in  the  pound,  this  difference  proceeding  from  the 
circumstance  of  some  States  having  provided  for  paying  the  interest 
on  those  in  their  own  State,  which  others  had  not.  Here  an  opinicm 
had  arisen  with  some,  and  propositions  had  even  been  made  in  the 
Legislatures  for  paying  off  the  principal  of  these  debts  with  what 
they  had  cost  the  holder  and  interest  on  that. 

This  opinion  is  far  from  being  general,  and  I  am  of  opinion  will 
not  prevail.  But  it  is  among  possible  events.  I  have  been  thus 
particular  that  you  might  be  able  to  judge,  not  only  m  the  present 
case,  but  also  in  others,  should  any  attempt  be  made  to  speculate  in 
your  city  on  these  papers. 

It  is  a  business  b  which  foreigners  wiU  be  in  great  danger  of  being 
duped*  It  is  a  science  which  bids  defiance  to  the  bounds  of  reasoe. 
To  understand  it  a  man  must  not  only  be  on  the  spot,  and  be 
perfectly  possessed  of  all  the  circumstances  relative  to  every  species 
of  these  papers,  but  he  must  have  that  dexterity  which  the  habit  of 
buying  and  selling  them  alone  gives. 

The  brokers  of  these  certificates  are  few  in  number,  and  any  other 
person,  venturing  to  deal  with  them,  engages  in  a  very  unequal 
conte^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FmQM  TH0SU8  JSFFEBSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paria,  January  2, 1786. 

Sr, 

Several  coolerences  and  letters  having  passed  between  the  Count 
de  Vergennes  and  mjrself^  oa  the  subject  of  the  commerce  of  this 
country  with  the  United  States,  I  think  them  sufficiently  interesting 
to  be  communicated  to  Congress. 

They  are  stated  m  the  form  of  a  report,  and  are  herein  enclosed. 

The  length  of  this  despatch,  periiaps,  needs  apology ;  yet  I  have 
not  been  able  to  abridge  it,  without  omitting  circumstances  which  I 
diought  Congress  would  rather  choose  to  know.  Some  of  the  objects 
of  these  conferences  present  but  small  hopes  for  the  present,  but  they 
seem  to  admit  a  possibility  ot  success  at  some  future  moment. 

The  enclosed  letter  from  the  Baron  Thulemeierwill  inform  you  of 
the  ratification,  by  the  King  of  Prussia,  of  the  treaty  concluded  with 
him.  My  answer  accompanies  it.  I  have  no  doubt  but  you  have 
long  ago  received  notice  of  this  from  Mr.  Dumas,  whose  opportunities 
of  conveying  letters  aie  so  much  more  frequent  than  mine,  especially 
since  the  French  packets  have  been  nearly  discontinued.  Mr. 
Crevecoeur  is  laboring  to  reestablish  them,  and  under  some  hopes  of 
success. 

From  Mr.  Adams  you  have  doubtless  been  also  notified  of  the 
overtures  fitxn  P<^ugal  to  treat  with  us  at  London. 

We  are  probably  indebted  for  this  new  spur  towards  us  to  the 
commercial  arrangements  which  are  on  the  tapis  between  France 
and  England ;  and  I  thmk  it  fortunate  that  they  have  chosen  to 
commit  the  negotiation  to  their  Minister  in  London,  rather  than  to 
iheir  Ambassador  here,  whose  torpid  character  would  probably  have 
spun  it  to  a  great  length. 

I  communicated  to  the  (?ount  de  Veigennes,  according  to  your 
eommands,  the  report  of  Captain  Shaw's  voyage  to  China,  making, 
at  the  same  time,  those  acknowledgments  which  were  due  for  these 
new  proofs  of  the  fnendship  of  the  French  nation  towards  us.  I 
wiclose  you  my  letter  and  his  answer,  wherdqr  you  will  see  that  he 
bought  it  a  proper  occasion  to  express  the  dissatisfaction  gf  thu 
Court,  with  the  acts  of  some  of  the  American  Legislatures  on  the 
aubject  ot  foreign  commeice,  and  to  hint  that  their  continuanoe 
would  render  measures  necessary  here  to  countervail  the  inequalities 
they  supposed  us  to  be  establishmg. 
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I  also  enclose  my  reply,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  submit  those 
transactions  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  who  are  best  able  to 
calculate  the  result  of  such  a  commercial  contest,  (should  it  arise,) 
and  who  will  be  so  good  as  to  instruct  me  as  to  their  pleasure 
therein,  as  an  answer  will  be  expected  by  this  Court  within  such 
time  as  they  think  reasonable. 

I  have  been  long  in  conveying  this  correspondence  to  you,  but 
I  have  never,  smce  it  was  closed,  had  a  confidential  opportunity  of 
transmitting  it,  and  am  now  obliged  to  trust  it  with  the  other 
despatches,  enclosed  to  a  gentleman  gomg  to  London,  who  promises 
to  seek  a  safe  conveyance  from  thence  to  New  York.  I  send  you, 
at  the  same  time,  the  arrets  of  August  30th,  1784,  September  18th 
and  S4th,  1785,  which  were  spoken  of  m  my  letter. 

Having  observed,  by  the  Journals  of  Congress,  that  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Mint  has  been  under  consideration,  I  send  a  late  declara- 
tion of  the  King,  by  which  will  be  seen  the  proportion  between  the 
value  of  gold  and  silver,  as  newly  estabUshed  here. 

My  former  letters  will  have  notified  to  you  Mr.  Lamb's  departare 
for  Algiers. 

I  have  received  no  letter  bom  him  since  he  left  this  place.  We 
only  know  that  he  was  at  Madrid  on  the  10th  December. 

When  Mr.  Barclay  was  on  the  point  of  setung  out  for  Morocco, 
Mr.  Beaumarchais  (who  had  hitherto  declined  settling  with  him) 
tendered  him  a  settlement  of  his  accounts.  The  immense  amount 
of  these  accounts,  with  the  hope  that  they  would  not  occupy  much 
time,  and  a  persuasion  that  no  man  on  earth  could  so  well  settle 
them  as  Mr.  Barclay,  who  is  intimately  acquainted  with  many  of 
the  transactions  on  which  they  are  founded,  induced  me  to  think 
that  the  interests  of  the  United  States  would  not  suffer  so  much  by 
a  short  delay  of  the  journey  to  Morocco,  from  whence  nothmg 
disagreeable  was  to  be  immediately  apprehended,  as  they  would 
suffer  by  leaving  such  accounts  as  these  to  be  settled  by  persons 
less  competent.  I  advised  Mr.  Barclay  to  proceed  to  the  settlement. 
I  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams,  asking  hb  opinion  thereon,  and  to  Mr. 
Carmichael,  praying  him  to  find  means  of  making  known  to  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  that  a  negotiator  was  actually  commissioned, 
and  would  soon  proceed  to  his  Court.  Mr.  Adams  concurred  with 
me  in  opinion,  and  those  accounts  are  now  in  such  forwardness  that 
Mr.  Barclay  assures  me  he  shall  be  able  to  set  out  the  ensuing  we^. 
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I  enclose  two  letters  from  Captain  Stevens,  one  of  our  captives  at 
Algiers,  to  Mr.  Harrison,  at  Cadiz,  whicll  were  forwarded  to  me  by 
Mr.  CarmichaeL 

I  have  taken  opportunities  of  speaking  with  the  ChevaUer  de  la 
Luzerne,  on  the  subject  of  his  return  to  America,  and  to  press  it  hj 
all  those  inducements  which  assurances  of  the  esteem  entertained  for 
him  there  were  likely  to  excite.  He  told  me  there  was  no  place  he 
would  prefer  to  America  for  the  exercise  of  his  functions ;  but  he 
said,  with  great  candor,  that  as  m  the  diplomatic  line  there  are 
different  grades  of  employment,  and  that  an  advancement  from  one 
to  another  of  these  was  usual,  he  wished,  if  possible,  to  avail 
himself  of  the  present  chrcumstances  to  obtain  a  promotion.  I 
suppose,  in  fact,  that  if  he  can  be  sent  to  London,  in  the  room 
of  die  Count  d'Adhemar,  or  to  Holland,  in  the  room  of  the  Mar- 
quis de  Verac,  who  wishes  to  be  transferred  to  London,  as  these 
are  embassies,  he  will  not,  in  either  of  these  cases,  return  to 
America. 

In  the  meantime,  the  emoluments  of  his  office  are,  as  I  suspect, 
rendered  necessary  to  him  by  the  expenses  he  incurred  in  America. 

From  your  favor  of  November  2d,  by  Mr.  Houdon,  which  I 
received  three  days  ago,  it  would  seem  that  an  estimate  is  expected 
from  him  of  the  cost  of  the  equestrian  statue  of  General  Washington. 
But,  as  this  would  depend  altogether  on  the  dimensions  of  the 
statue,  he  will  be  unable  to  make  an  estimate  till  these  dimensions 
be  decided.  The  Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden,  from  the  35th 
of  October  to  this  date,  are  forwarded  herewith. 

I  had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  by  the  way  of  London,  on  the 
34th  of  last  month,  and  have  now  that  of  assuring  you  of  those 
sentiments  of  esteem  and  respect  with  which  I  am,  sir,  be, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Hearing  frequent  complamts  in  this  country  that  little  of  our 
commerce  came  to  it ;  that  while  our  flag  covered  the  Thames,  it 
was  rarely  to  be  seen  in  a  port  of  France,  and  that  this  proceeded 
from  national  prejudices ;  and  observing  that  this  complaint  was 
often  repeated,  and  particularly  relied  on  by  those  who  had  opposed 
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our  admuBiOD  into  the  Frmdi  Iskods,  I  diougfat  it  neceasarj,  on 
ererj  posable  occasion,  to  shew  how  much  the  cause  was  mistaken, 
while  the  fact  was  admitted  to  be  true.  In  every  c<HiTersatioOy 
dierefore,  with  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  I  had  endeaTored  to 
convmce  him  that,  were  national  prejudice  akme  listened  to,  our 
trade  would  quit  En^and,  and  come  to  France ;  but  diat  &e  impos* 
sibility  of  making  payments  here  prevented  our  making  purchases. 
On  a  particular  occasion,  m  the  month  of  August,  I  enumerated  to 
him  our  exports,  and  shewed  him  that  ibr  some  of  tbem  there  was 
no  demand  here,  and  diat  others  were  received  under  such  circum* 
stances  as  discouraged  their  being  biooght.  When,  in  going  through 
this  enumeration,  I  came  to  the  article  of  tobaooo,  he  obs^red  tbil 
the  King  received  such  a  revenue  on  that  as  could  not  be  renounced. 
I  told  him  we  did  not  wish  it  to  be  renounced,  or  even  lessened,  but 
only  that  the  monopoly  should  be  put  down.  That  this  might  be 
efleded  in  the  simplest  mymer,  by  obliging  the  importer  to  pay,  on 
entrance,  a  duty  equal  to  what  the  Kmg  now  received,  or  to  depodt 
has  tobacco  in  the  King's  warehouses  till  it  was  paid,  and  dien 
permittmg  him  a  free  sale  of  it.  <<  Ma  foiy  (said  the  County)  c^esi 
une  bamne  idee:  U  faut  y  penstfy'  or  ^^y  tratfaitter"*  I  do  not 
recollect  which.  This  answer  was  encoumging,  and  another  circum- 
stance rendered  it  necessary  to  press  this  article  at  this  particular 
moment.  Though  the  gena:al  farm  of  the  revenues  had  still  more 
than  a  twdve  month  to  run,  the  treaty  for  the  removal  of  it  was 
actually  begun  between  the  Comptroller  Greneml  and  the  Farmeis 
General,  and  it  was  expected  to  be  concluded  during  die  voyage  to 
Fontainebleau,  which  was  now  approaching.  Tobacco  making  an 
article  of  that  &rm,  it  seemed  to  be  the  moment  when  it  might  be 
witlidrawn  from  that  contract.  I  had,  therefore,  intended  to  make 
a  repres^itation  on  the  subject  which  should  bring  under  view  of  the 
King's  council  the  iH  consequences  of  that  monopoly,  and  induce 
them  to  discontinue  it.  The  manner  m  which  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  appeared  to  be  struck  with  the  idea  suggested  in  the 
conversation  beforementioned,  determined  me  to  make  this  repre- 
sentation immediately.  As  soon  as  I  returned  to  Paris,  therefore,  I 
wrote  him  the  following  letter,  wherein  I  digested  and  added  to  what 
I  had  said  to  him  under  the  head  of  tobacco. 


*  My  faith !  it  10  a  good  idea:  we  mutt  think  of  it,  or  we  must  act  upon  it 
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Frcm  Thomas  Jefferson  to  i&e  Count  de  Vergennes* 


*«  Paris,  August  15, 1785. 

«« In  the  conveisation  which  I  had  the  honor  of  havmg  with  your 
Exeellency  a  few  days  ago,  on  the  importance  of  placing  ut  this  tim€ 
ibe  commerce  between  France  and  America  on  the  best  footmg 
possible^  among  other  objects  of  this  commerce  that  of  tobacco  was 
mentioned  as  susceptible  of  greater  encouragement  and  advantage 
to  the  two  nations.  Always  distrusting  what  I  say  in  a  language  I 
speak  so  imperfectly,  I  will  beg  your  permissicm  to  state  in  English 
the  substance  of  what  I  tiien  had  the  honor  to  c^serve^  adding  some 
ttiore  particular  details  for  your  consideration. 

^  I  find  ike  consumptbn  of  tobacco  in  France  estimated  at  from 
fifteen  to  thirty  millions  of  pounds.  The  most  probable  estimate, 
boweyer,  {daces  it  at  twenty^four  miDimis.  Tliis  costmg  eight  sous 
the  pound,  delivered  m  a  port  of  France,  amounts  to  lAwres  9,600,000 

<<  Allow  six  sous  a  pound  as  the  average  cost  of 
thedifieient  manufiictures. «•••»• •  7,S00|000 

"  The  revenue  which  the  King  derives  from  this 
issomethmg  less  than..* ». ..••••         30,000,000 

'<  Whidi  would  make  the  cost  of  the  whole.  •  • .         46,800,000 
^  But  it  is  sold  to  the  consumers  at  an  average  of 
8-8  livres  the  pound  •..% 72,000,000 

«<  There  remains  then  for  the  expenses  of  cd- 

lection • 25,200,000 

which  is  within  a  sixth  as  much  as  the  King  receives,  and  so  gives 
nearly  one  half  for  collecting  the  other.  It  would  be  presumptive  in 
me,  a  stranger,  to  suppose  my  numbers  perfectly  accurate.  I  have 
taken  them  £x>m  the  best  and  most  disinterested  authorities  I  could 
&aA.  Your  Excellency  will  know  how  far  they  are  wrong,  and 
should  you  find  them  considerably  wrong,  yet  I  am  persuaded  you 
will  find,  after  strictly  correcting  them,  that  the  collection  erf  this 
branch  of  the  revenue  still  absorbs  too  much. 

«  My  apology  tor  makmg  these  remarks  wfll  I  hope  be  found  m 
my  wbhes  to  improve  the  commerce  between  the  two  nations,  and 
the  interest  which  my  own  country  will  derive  firom  Ais  improve- 
ment*    The  monopoly  of  llie  purchase  of   tobacco  m  France 
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discourages  both  the  French  and  American  merchant  finom  brining 
it  here,  and  from  taking  m  exchange  the  manufactures  and  produc- 
tions of  France. 

"  It  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  trade  and  to  the  dispositions  of 
merchants  to  cany  a  commodity  to  any  market,  when  but  oae  peisoo 
'is  allowed  to  buy  it ;  and  where  of  course  that  person  fixes  its  price 
which  the  seller  must  receive,  or  reexport  his  commodity  at  the  loss 
of  his  voyage  hither.  Experience  accordingly  shews  that  they  cany 
it  to  other  markets,  and  that  they  take  in  exchange  the  merchandise 
of  the  place  where  they  deliver  it* 

<<I  am  mbinformed,  if  France  has  not  been  furnished  from  t 
neighboring  nation  with  considerable  quantities  of  tobacco  since  the 
peace,  and  obliged  to  pay  there  in  coin  what  might  have  been  paid 
here  in  manufactures,  had  the  French  and  American  merchants 
brought  the  tobacco  originally  here.  I  suppose,  too,  that  the 
purchases  made  by  the  Farmers  Genera^  in  America  are  paid  for 
chiefly  in  coin,  which  coin  is  also  remitted  directly  hence  to 
England,  and  makes  an  important  part  of  the  balances  supposed  to 
be  in  favor  of  that  nation  against  thb. 

"To  satbfy  Government  on  this  head,  should  the  Farmers  General, 
by  themselves  or  by  the  company  to  whom  they  may  commit  the 
procuring  these  tobaccoes  from  America,  require  the  exportation  of 
a  proportion  of  merchandize  in  exchange  for  them,  it  is  an  unprom- 
ismg  expedient.  It  will  only  commit  the  exports,  as  well  as  the 
imports  between  France  and  America,  to  a  monopoly,  which,  being 
secure  agamst  rivals  in  the  sale  of  the  merchandize  of  France,  is  not 
likely  to  sell  at  such  moderate  prices  as  may  encourage  its  consump- 
tion there,  and  enable  it  to  bear  a  competition  with  similar  articles 
from  other  countries. 

"  I  am  persuaded  this  exportation  of  com  may  be  prevented,  and 
that  of  commodities  eiSected,  by  leaving  both  operations  to  the 
French  and  American  merchants,  instead  of  the  Farmers  General 
They  will  import  a  sufficient  quantity  of  tobacco,  if  they  are  allowed 
a  perfect  fit^edom  in  the  sale,  and  they  will  receive  in  pajrment 
wines,  oils,  brandies,  and  manufactures,  instead  of  coin,  forcing  each 
other  by  their  competition  to  bring  tobacco  of  the  best  quality,  to  pve  to 
the  French  manufacturer  the  full  worth  of  his  merchandize,  and  to  sell 
to  the  American  consumer  at  the  lowest  price  they  can  afford ;  thus 
encouraging  him  to  use  m  preference  the  merchandize  of  this  coundy. 
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<^  It  b  not  necessary  that  this  exchange  should  be  favored  by  any 
loss  of  revenue  to  the  King.  I  do  not  mean  to  urge  any  thing  which 
shall  injure  either  his  Majesty  or  his  people.  On  the  contrary,  the 
measure  I  have  the  honor  of  proposing  will  increase  his  revenue, 
while  it  places  both  the  seller  and  buyer  on  a  better  footing. 

'<  It  b  not  for  me  to  say  what  system  of  collection  may  be  best 
adapted  to  the  organization  of  this  Government ;  nor  whether  any 
useful  hints  may  be  taken  from  the  practice  of  that  country  which 
has  heretofcure  been  the  principal  trUrepSt  of  that  conunodity.  Their 
system  is  simple  and  little  expensive.  The  importer  there  pays  the 
whole  duty  to  the  Eing^  and,  as  this  would  be  mconvenient  for  him 
to  do  before  he  has  sold  his  tobacco,  he  is  permitted,  on  arrival,  to 
deposite  it  in  the  King's  warehouse  under  the  locks  of  the  King's 
officer.  As  soon  as  he  has  sold  it,  he  goes  with  the  purchaser  to  the 
warehouse,  the  money  is  there  divided  between  the  King  and  him, 
to  each  his  proportion,  and  the  purchaser  takes  out  the  tobacco. 
The  payment  of  the  King's  duty  is  thus  ensured  in  ready  money. 
What  is  the  expense  of  its  coUecticm  I  cannot  say,  but  it  certainly 
need  not  exceed  six  livres  a  hogshead  of  one  thousand  pounds. 
That  Government  levies  a  higher  duty  on  tobacco  thaur  is  levied 
here ;  yet  so  tempting  and  so  valuable  is  the  perfe(^  liberty  of  sale 
that  the  merchant  carries  it  there,  and  finds  his  account  in  carrymg 
it  there. 

<<  If  by  a  simplication  of  the  collection  of  the  King's  duty  on 
tobacco  the  cost  of  that  collection  can  be  reduced  even  to  five  per 
cent.,  or  a  million  and  a  half  instead  of  twenty-five  millions,  the 
price  to  the  consumer  will  be  reduced  firom  three  to  two  livres  the 
pound.  For  thus  I  calculate :  The  cost,  manufacture,  and  revenue 
on  twenty*four  million  pounds  of  tobacco  being,  as  stated  before, 
five  per  cent,  on  thirty  million  livres Livres,  46,800,000 

Es^penses  of  collection 1,500,000 

Gives  what  the  consumers  would  pay — being  about 

two  livres  a  pound %..... 48,300,000 

But  they  pay  at  present  three  livres  a  pound 72,000,000 

The  difference  is 23,700,000 

<<  The  price  being  thus  reduced  one  third,  would  be  brought  within 
the  reach  of  a  new  and  numerous  circle  of  the  people,  who  cannot 
Vol.  I.— 44 
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at  present  afford  themselves  this  laxuiy.  The  consumption  would 
then  probably  increase,  and  perhaps  in  the  same,  if  not  a  greats, 
proportion  with  the  reduction  of  the  price;  that  is  to  say,  from 
twenty-four  to  thirty-six  millions  of  pounds ;  and  the  King,  contin- 
uing to  receive  twenty-five  sous  on  the  pound,  as  at  present,  would 
receive  forty-five  instead  of  thirty-six  millions  of  livres,  while  his 
subjects  would  pay  but  two  livres  for  an  object  which  has  heretofore 
cost  them  three.  Or  if,  in  the  event  the  consumption  were  not  to 
be  increased,  he  would  levy  only  forty-eight  millions  on  his  people 
where  seventy-two  millions  are  now  levied,  and  would  leave  twenty- 
four  millions  m  their  pockets,  either  to  remain  there  or  to  be  levied 
in  some  other  form,  should  the  state  of  his  revenues  require  it. 

<<  It  will  enable  his  subjects,  also,  to  dispose  of  between  nine  and  ten 
millions  worth  of  their  produce  and  manufactures,  mstead  of  sending 
nearly  that  sum  annually  in  coin  to  enrich  a  neighboring  nation. 

"I  have  heard  two  objections  made  to  the  suppression  of  this 
monopoly. 

1st.  That  it  might  increase  the  importation  of  tobacco  in  contra- 
band. 2d.  That  it  would  lessen  the  abilities  of  the  Farmers  General 
to  make  occasional  loans  of  money  to  the  public  Treasury.  These 
objections  will  certainly  be  better  answered  by  those  who  are  better 
acquainted  than  I  am  with  the  details  and  circumstances  of  the 
country.  With  respect  to  the  first,  however,  I  may  observe,  that 
contraband  does  not  increase  or  lessen  the  temptations  to  it.  It  is 
now  encouraged  by  being  able  to  sell  for  sixty  sous  what  cost  but 
fourteen,  leaving  a  gain  of  forty-six  sous.  When  the  price  shaU  be 
reduced  from  sixty  to  forty  sous,  the  gam  will  be  but  twenty-six ; 
that  is  to  say,  a  little  more  than  one  half  of  what  it  is  at  present. 

<<  It  does  not  seem  a  natural  consequence,  then,  that  contraband 
should  be  increased  by  reducing  its  gain  nearly  one  half. 

"  As  to  the  second  objection,  if  we  suppose  (for  elucidation,  and 
without  presuming  to  fix)  the  proportion  of  the  farm  on  tobacco  at 
one  eighth  of  the  whole  mass  farmed,  the  abilities  of  the  Farmers 
General  to  lend  will  be  reduced  one  eighth ;  that  is,  they  can  hereafter 
lend  only  seven  millions  where  heretofore  they  have  lent  eight.  It 
is  to  be  considered,  then,  whether  this  eighth  (or  other  proportion, 
whatever  it  be)  is  worth  the  annual  sacrifice  of  twenty-four  millions, 
or  if  a  much  smaller  sacrifice  to  other  moneyed  men  will  not  produce 
the  same  loaoi  pf  money  m  the  ordinaiy  way. 
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"While  the  advantages  of  an  increase  of  revenue  to  the  Crown, 
a  diminution  of  impost  on  the  people,  and  a  payment  m  merchandize 
instead  of  money,  are  conjectured  as  likely  to  result  to  France  from 
a  suppression  of  the  monopoly  on  tobacco,  we  have  also  reason  to 
hope  some  advantages  on  our  part,  and  this  hope  alone  could  justify 
my  entering  into  the  present  details. 

"  1  do  not  expect  this  advantage  will  be  by  an  augmentation  of 
price.  The  other  markets  of  Europe  have  too  much  influence  on 
thb  article  to  admit  any  sensible  augmentation  of  price  to  take  place. 
But  the  advantage  principally  expected,  is  an  increase  of  consump- 
.tion. 

"  Thb  will  give  us  a  vent  for  so  much  more,  and  of  consequence 
find  employment  for  so  many  more  cultivators  of  the  earth ;  and  in 
whatever  proportion  it  mcreases  this  production  for  us,  in  the  same 
proportion  will  it  procure  additional  vent  for  the  merchandize  of 
France,  and  employm^it  for  the  hands  which  produce  it.  I 
expect  that  by  bringing  our  merchants  here  they  would  procure  a 
number  of  commodities  in  exchange,  better  in  kmd  and  cheaper  in 
prices. 

"  It  is  with  sincerity  I  add  that  warm  feelings  are  indulged  in  my 
breast  by  the  further  hope  that  it  would  bmd  the  two  nations  still 
closer  in  friendship  by  binding  them  in  interest.'  In  truth,  no  two 
countries  are  better  calculated  for  the  exchanges  of  commerce. 
France  wants  rice,  tobacco,  pot-ash,  furs,  ship  timber;  we  want 
wmes,  brandies,  oils,  and  manufactures. 

"There  is  an  affection,  too,  between  the  two  people,  which 
disposes  them  to  favor  one  another.  If  they  do  not  come  together, 
then,  to  make  the  exchange  in  theu:  own  ports,  it  shows  there  is  some 
substantial  obstruction  in  the  way.  We  have  had  the  benefit  of  too 
many  proofs  of  his  Majesty's  friendly  IjUsposition  towards  the  United 
States,  and  know  too  well  his  affectbnate  care  of  his  own  subjects, 
to  doubt  his  willingness  to  remove^ese  obstructions  if  they  can  be 
unequivocally  pointed  out.  It  is  for  his  wisdom  to  decide  whether 
the  monopoly  which  is  the  subject  of  this  letter  be  deservedly  classed 
with  the  principal  of  these. 

"It  is  a  great  comfort  for  me,  too,  that  in  presenting  this  to  the 
mind  of  his  Majesty  your  Excellency  will  correct  my  ideas  where 
an  insufficient  knowlege  of  facts  may  have  led  me  into  errors,  and 
that  while  the  interest  of  the  King  and  his  people  are  the  first  objects 
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of  your  attention,  an  additional  one  will  be  presented  by  ifaose 
dispositions  towards  us  wbicb  have  beretofcure  so  often  befriended 
our  nation. 

<<  We  fervently  invoke  Heaven  to  make  the  Kbg's  life  and  bap- 
piness  tbe  objects  of  bis  peculiar  care,  and  tbat  he  may  long  be 
relieved  in  the  burthen  of  government  by  your  wise  counsels. 
Permit  me  to  add  the  assurance  of  tbat  bi^  respect  and  esteem  with 
which  I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  be." 

To  this  letta*  I  received  no  other  aisw^  but  that  he  had  trans- 
mitted it  to  the  Comptroller  General.  The  general  farm  was  aot 
oenewed  at  Fontainebleau. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  a  Mr.  Bc^lston,  of  Massacbus^ts, 
brought  a  cargo  of  whale  oil  to  Havre^  with  letters  to  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  and  myself,  recommending  him  to  our  assistance  ia 
<£spo8ing  of  iu,  He  wished  us  to  endeavor  to  obtain  for  his  cargo 
the  exemption  from  duty  wfaidi  tbe  Manjuis  bad  obtained  the  {ve- 
oeding  year  for  a  particular  company. 

I  observed  to  the  Marquis  that  this  was  doing  business  by  piece- 
meal, and  makmg  many  fevors  of  one.  That  it  would  be  better  to 
take  up  the  subject  generally  to  get  it  placed  on  equal  ground  lor  all 
our  citizens,  and  to  try  what  Government  would  do  in  a  general 
way  to  eocoar^ige  the  importation  of  this  article.  He  came  into 
these  ideas.  As  ray  applications  could  only  be  to  the  Count  de 
Vergennes,  and  the  delays  wUch  follow  official  propositi^iis,  which 
are  to  be  handed  from  one  department  to  another,  backwards  and 
forwards,  were  likely  to  be  too  long  to  answer  Boylston's  purpose, 
the  Marquis,  with  that  zeal  and  activity  with  which  he  seizes  every 
opportunity  of  serving  our  country,  appUed  immediately  to  M.  de 
Calonne,  the  Comptroller  Genera^  making  Boylston's  case  tbe 
occasion  of  the  application,  but  proposing  a  general  regulation.  He 
pressed  the  proposition  so  efficaciously  that  he  obtained,  in  a  few 
days,  from  Monsieur  de  Caknne,  an  agreement  to  lec^ve  our  oils 
on  the  footing  on  which  they  receive  those  of  the  Hanseatic  towns, 
by  which  means  the  duties,  which  had  been  at  thir^-six  livres 
fifteen  sols  the  barrel  of  five  hundred  pounds,  IVench  weight,  as  may 
be  seen  by  a  statement  given  me  by  Monsieur  Langrain,  were  now- 
reduced  to  eleven  livres  five  sols,  being  about  two  livres  on  the 
English  hundred,  or  a  guinea  and  a  half  die  ton,  as  tbe  ton  is 
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estimated  in  Ekigland.  But  this  indulgence  was  limited  to  one 
year's  contmuance. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  M.  de  Calonne 
to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  dated  November  17,  1785 ;  and  to 
that  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes  to  me  dated  November  30,  1785. 

The  next  levee  day  at  Versailles  I  meant  to  bring  again  under 
the  view  of  the  Ck)unt  de  Vergennes  the  whole  subject  of  our  com- 
merce with  France ;  but  the  number  of  audiences  of  Ambassadors 
and  other  Ministers  which  take  place  of  course  before  mine,  and 
which  seldom,  indeed,  leave  me  an  opportunity  of  audience  at  all, 
prevented  me  that  day. 

I  was  only  able  to  ask  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  as  a  particular 
favor,  that  he  would  permit  me  to  wait  on  him  some  df^  that  week. 

He  did  so,  and  I  went  to  Versailles  the  Friday  following,  9th  of 
December.  M.  de  Reyneval  was  with  the  Count.  Our  conversa- 
tion began  with  die  usual  topic — that  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
had  not  yet  learned  the  way  to  France,  but  continued  to  centre  in 
England,  though  no  longer  obliged  by  law  to  go  there.  I  observed 
that  the  real  cause  of  this  was  to  be  found  in  the  difference  of  the 
commercial  arrangements  in  the  two  countries.  That  merchants 
would  not  and  could  not  trade  but  where  there  was  to  be  some  gain ; 
that  the  commerce  between  two  countries  could  not  be  kept  up  but 
by  an  exchange  of  commodities ;  that  if  an  American  merchant  was 
forced  to  carry  his  produce  to  Lcmdon,  it  could  not  be  expected 
that  he  would  make  a  voyage  from  thence  to  France  with  the 
money,  to  lay  it  out  here ;  and,  in  like  manner,  that  if  he  could 
bring  his  commodities  with  advantage  to  this  country,  he  would  not 
make  another  voyage  to  England  with  the  money  to  lay  it  out  there, 
but  would  take,  in  exchange,  the  merchandize  of  this  country. 

The  Count  de  Veigennes  agreed  to  thb,  and  particularly  that 
where  there  was  no  exchange  of  merchandize  there  could  be  no 
durable  c(»nmerce,  and  that  it  was  natural  for  merchants  to  take  their 
returns  in  the  port  where  they  sold  their  cargo. 

I  desired  his  permission  then  to  take  a  summary  view  of  the  pror 
ductions  of  the  United  States,  that  we  might  see  which  of  them 
could  be  brought  here  to  advantage. 

1st,  Rice.  France  gets  from  the  Mediterranean  a  rice,  not  so  good, 
indeed,  but  cheaper  than  ours.  He  said  that  they  bought  of  our 
rice,  but  that  they  got  bom  Egypt  also  rice  of  a  very  fine  quality. 
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I  observed  that  such  was  the  actual  state  of  their  commerce  in  diat 
article,  that  they  take  little  from  us. 

3d,  Indigo.  They  make  plenty  in  their  own  colonies.  He  observed 
that  they  did,  and  that  they  thought  it  better  than  ours. 

3d,  Flour,  Fish,  and  Provbions  of  all  sorts,  they  produce  for  them- 
selves. 

That  these  articles  might,  therefore,  be  considered  as  not  existing 
for  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  the  Kingdom  of  France, 
I  proceeded  to  those  capable  of  becoming  objects  of  exchange 
between  the  two  nations : 

1st.  Peltry  and  Furs.  Our  posts  being  in  the  hands  of  the  English 
we  are  cut  off  fitxn  that  article.  I  am  not  sure,  even,  whether  we 
are  not  obliged  to  buy  of  them  for  our  own  use.  When  these  posts' 
are  given  up,  if  ever  they  are,  we  shall  be  able  to  fumbh  France 
with  skins  and  furs  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  of  livres  in  exchange 
for  her  merchandize.  But  at  present  these  articles  are  to  be  counted 
as  nothing. 

2d.  Pot-ash.  Ap  experiment  is  making  whether  this  can  be 
brought  here.  We  hope  it  may,  but  at  present  it  stands  for  nothing. 
He  observed  that  it  was  much  wanted  m  France,  and  he  thought  it 
would  succeed. 

3d.  Naval  Stores.  Trials  are  also  making  on  these  as  subjects  of 
commerce  with  France.  They  are  heavy,  and  the  voyage  long ;  the 
result  therefore  b  extremely  doubtful.  At  present  they  are  as  nothing 
in  our  commerce  with  this  country. 

4th.  Whale  Oil.  I  told  him  I  had  great  hopes  the  late  diminution 
of  duty  would  enable  us  to  bring  this  article  to  France ;  that  a 
merchant  was  just  arrived  (Mr.  Barrett)  who  proposed  to  settie  at 
L'Orient,  for  the  purpose  of  selling  the  cargoes  of  this  article  and 
choosmg  the  returns.  That  he  had  mfonned  me  that  in  the  first 
year  it  would  be  necessary  to  take  one  third  in  money,  and  the 
remainder  only  in  merchandize,  because  the  fishermen  indispensably 
require  some  money.  But  he  thought  that  after  the  first  year  the 
merchandize  of  the  preceding  year  would  always  produce  money  for 
the  ensuing  one^  and  that  the  whole  amount  would  continue  td  be 
taken  annually  afterwards  m  merchandize.  I  added  that  though  the 
diminutipn  of  duty  was  expressed  to  be  but  for  one  year,  yet  I  hoped 
tiiey  would  find  their  advantage  in  renewing  and  continuing  it ;  for 
that  if  they  intended  really  to  admit  it  for  one  year  only,  the  fisher- 
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men  would  DOt  find  it  worth  while  to  rebuild  their  vessels,  and  to 
prepare  themselves  for  the  business. 

The  Count  expressed  satisfaction  on  the  view  of  conmiercial 
exchange  held  up  by  this  article.  He  made  no  answer  as  to  the 
contmuance  of  it,  and  I  did  not  choose  to  tell  him  at  that  time  that 
we  should  claim  its  continuance  under  their  treaty  with  the  Hanseatic 
towns,  which  fixes  this  duty  for  them,  and  our  own  treaty,  which 
gives  us  the  rights  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

5th.  Tobacco. — ^I  recalled  to  the  memory  of  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  the  letter  I  had  written  to  him  on  this  article,  and  the 
object  of  the  present  .conversation  being  how  to  facilitate  the 
exchange  of  commercial  articles  between  the  two  countries,  I  pressed 
that  of  tobacco  in  this  point  of  view,  observed  that  France  at  present 
paid  us  ten  millions  of  livres  for  this  article,  that  for  such  portions  of 
it  as  were  bought  in  London  they  sent  the  money  directly  there,  and 
for  what  they  bought  in  the  United  States  was  still  remitted  to 
London  in  bilk  of  exchange.  Whereas,  if  they  would  permit  our 
merchants  to  sell  this  article  fireely,  they  would  bring  it  here  and 
take  the  returns  on  the  spot  in  merchandize,  not  money. 

The  Count  observed  that  my  proposition  contained  what  was 
doubtless  useful,  but  that  the  King  received  on  this  article  at  present 
a  revenue  of  twenty-eight  millions,  which  was  so  considerable  as  to 
render  them  fearful  of  tapering  with  it ;  that  the  collection  of  this 
revenue,  by  way  of  farm,  was  of  very  ancient  date,  and  that  it  was 
always  hazardous  to  alter  arrangements  of  long  standing,  and  of  such, 
infinite  combinations  with  the  fiscal  system. 

I  answered  that  the  simplicity  of  the  mode  of  collection  proposed 
for  this  article  withdrew  it  from  all  fear  of  deranging  other  parts  of 
their  system ;  that  I  supposed  they  would  confine  the  importation  to 
some  of  their  principal  pcnrts,  probably  not  more  than  five  or  six ; 
that  a  single  collector  in  each  of  these  was  the  only  new  officer 
requisite ;  that  he  could  get  rich  himself  on  six  livres  a  hogshead, 
and  would  receive  the  whole  revenue  and  pay  it  into  the  treasury  at 
short  hand.  M.  de  Rayneval  entered  particularly  into  this  part  of 
the  conversation,  and  explained  to  the  Count  more  m  detail  the 
advantages  and  the  simplicity  of  it ;  and  concluded,  by  observing  to 
me  that  it  sometimes  happened  that  useful  propositions,  though  not 
practicable  at  one  time,  might  become  so  at  another.  I  told  him 
that  that  consideration  had  induced  me  to  press  the  matter  when  I 
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did,  because  I  bad  understood  tbe  renewal  c^  tbe  farm  was  theo  oti 
the  carpet,  and  that  it  was  the  precise  moment  when  I  supposed  that 
this  portion  might  be  detached  from  the  mass  of  farms. 

I  asked  the  Count  de  Vergennes  whether,  if  the  r«[iewal  of  the 
fiurm  was  pressing,  this  article  might  tot  be  separated,  m^ely  in 
suspense,  until  GoFemment  should  hare  time  to  satisfy  theroselres 
on  the  expediency  of  renewing  it«  He  said  no  promises  couM  be 
made. 

In  the  course  of  this  conversation,  he  had  mentknied  the  liberty 
we  enjoyed  of  carrying  our  fish  to  die  French  islands. 

I  repeated  to  him  what  I  had  hinted  in  toy  letter  of  NoT^mibcr 
20th,  1785,  that  I  considered  as  a  prohibition  the  hjmg  such  duties 
on  our  fish,  and  giving  such  premiums  on  thms  as  made  a  difiference 
between  their  and  our  fishermen  of  fifteen  livres  tbe  quintal,  in  aa 
article  which  sold  but  for  fifteen  livres. 

He  said  it  would  not  have  diat  effect,  for  two  reasons. 

1st.  That  theur  fishermen  could  not  fumbh  supplies  (or  ibek 
islands,  and  of  course  the  inhabitants  must  of  nec^sity  buy  our  fisb. 
2d.  That  from  the  constancy  of  our  fisheries,  and  the  ^rt  season 
during  which  theirs  continued,  also  the  economy  and  management 
of  ours  compared  with  the  expense  of  tbebrs,  we  bad  always  been. 
able  to  sell  our  fisb  in  the  islands  at  twenty-five  livres  the  qumtal, 
while  they  were  obliged  to  ask  thirty-six  livres.  (I  suppose  he 
meant  the  Hvre  of  the  French  islands.)  That  thus  the  duty  and 
premium  had  been  a  necessary  operation  on  their  side,  to  place  tbe 
sale  of  their  fish  on  a  level  with  ours,  and  that  without  this  thein 
could  not  bear  the  competition. 

I  have  here  brought  tc^ether  the  substance  of  what  was  said  on 
the  preceding  subjects,  not  pretending  to  give  it  verbatim,  which  my 
memory  does  not  enable  me  to  do.  I  have  probably  omitted  many 
things  which  were  spoken,  but  have  mentioned  nothmg  which  was 
not.  It  was  interrupted  at  times  with  collateral  matters.  One  of 
these  was  important.  The  Count  de  Vergennes  complamed,  and 
with  a  good  deal  of  stress,  that  they  did  not  find  a  sufficient  depend- 
ence on  arrangements  taken  with  us.  This  was  tiie  tlurd  time,  too, 
be  had  done  it ;  first,  in  a  conversation  at  Fontainebteau,  when  he 
first  complained  to  me  of  the  navigation  acts  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  Hampshire ;  secondly,  in  his  letter  of  October  30,  1785,  on 
the  same  sutgect ;  and  now,  in  the  present  c<mversatioD,  wherein  be 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


0IHX)MATIC  OORRESPONDENCE.  697 

added,  as  another  instaDce,  the  case  of  the  Chevalier  Mezieres,  heir 
of  Greoeral  Oglethorpe,  who,  notwithstanding  that  the  11th  article  of 
the  treaty  provides  that  the  subjects  or  citizens  of  either  party  shall 
succeed  ab  intestato  to  the  lands  of  their  ancestors,  within  the 
dommions  of  the  other,  had  been  mformed  by  Mr.  Adams  and  by 
me  also,  that  this  right  of  succession  to  the  General's  estate  in 
Georgia  was  doubt&il.  He  observed,  too,  that  the  admmistration  of 
justice  with  us  was  tardy,  insomuch  that  their  merchants,  when  they 
had  money  due  to  them  within  our  States,  considered  it  as  desperate ; 
and  that  our  commercid  regulations  in  general  were  disgusting  to 
ibem.    Theee  ideas  were  new,  serious,  and  delicate. 

I  decided,  therefore,  not  to  enter  into  them  in  that  moment,  and 
the  rather  as  we  were  speaking  in  French,  in  which  language  I  did 
not  choose  to  hazard  myself. 

I  withdrew  from  the  objections  of  die  tardiness  of  justice  with  us, 
and  the  disagreeableness  of  our  commercial  regulations,  by  a  general 
observation  that  I  was  not  sensible  they  were  well  (bunded.  With 
respect  to  the  case  of  the  Chevalier  de  Mezieres,  I  was  obliged  to 
enter  into  some  explanations.  They  related  chiefly  to  the  legal 
operation  of  our  declaration  of  independence  to  the  undecided 
question,  whether  our  citizens  and  British  subjects  were  thereby 
made  aliens  to  one  another  to  the  general  laws  as  to  conveyance  of 
land  to  aliens,  and  a  doubt  whether  an  act  of  the  Assembly  of 
Georgia  might  not  have  been  passed  to  confiscate  General  Ogle* 
thorpe's  property,  which  would,  of  course,  prevent  its  devolution  on 
any  heir. 

M.  Reyneval  observed  that  in  this  case  it  became  a  mere  question 
of  fact,  whether  a  confiscation  of  these  lands  had  taken  place  before 
the  death  of  General  Oglethorpe,  which  fact  might  be  easily  known 
by  inquiries  in  Georgia,  where  the  possessions  lay. 

I  thought  it  very  material  that  the  opinion  of  this  Court  should  be 
set  to  rights  on  these  points. 

On  my  return,  therefore,  I  wrote  the  following  observations  on 
th^n,  which,  the  next  time  I  went  to  Versailles,  (not  having  an 
opportunity  of  speaking  to  Ae  Count  de  Vergennes,)  I  put  into  the 
hands  of  M.  Rejmeval,  praymg  him  to  read  them,  and  to  ask  the 
favor  of  the  Count  to  do  the  same : 
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Explanations  on  some  of  ike  subjects  of  the  conversation  vfhieh  I  had 
the  honor  of  having  with  his  EoceUency  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
when  I  was  last  at  Versailles. 

The  principal  design  of  that  conversation  was  to  discuss  those 
articles  of  commerce  which  the  United  States  could  spare,  which 
are  wanted  in  France,  and  if  received  there  on  a  convenient  footing, 
would  be  exchanged  for  the  productions  of  France.  But  in  the 
course  of  conversation,  some  circumstances  were  incidently  men- 
tioned by  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  which  indiH^  me  to  suppose  be 
had  received  impressions  neither  feivorable  to  us,  nor  d^ved  finom 
perfect  information. 

The  case  of  Chevalier  de  Mezieres  was  supposed  to  furnish  an 
instance  of  our  disregard  to  treaties,  and  the  event  in  that  case  was 
inferred  from  opinions  supposed  to  have  been  given  by  Mr.  Adams 
and  myself. 

This  is  ascribing  a  weight  to  our  opinions  to  which  they  are  not 
entitled.  They  will  have  no  mfluence  on  the  decision  of  the  case. 
The  judges  in  our  courts  would  not  suffer  diem  to  be  read.  Their 
guide  is  the  law  of  the  land  of  which  law  its  treaties  make  a  part. 

Indeed,  I  know  not  what  opinion  Mr.  Adams  may  have  given  on 
this  case,  and  if  any  may  be  imputed  to  him  derogatory  of  our 
regard  to  the  treaty  with  France,  I  think  his  opinion  has  be^a  mis- 
understood. With  respect  to  myself,  the  doubts  which  I  expressed 
to  the  Chevalier  de  Mezieres  as  to  the  success  of  his  claims,  were 
not  founded  on  any  question  whether  the  treaty  between  France  and 
the  United  States  would  be  observed. 

On  the  contrary,  I  venture  to  pronounce  that  it  will  be  religiously 
observed  if  his  case  comes  under  it.  But  I  doubted  whether  it 
would  come  under  the  treaty.  The  case,  as  I  understood  it,  is: 
General  Oglethorpe,  a  British  subject,  had  lands  m  Georgia. .  He 
died  since  the  peace,  having  devised  those  lands  to  his  wife.  The 
heirs  are  the  Chevalier  de  Mezieres,  son  of  his  eldest  sister,  and  the 
Marquis  de  Bellegarde,  son  of  his  younger  sister.  This  case  gives 
rise  to  legal  questions,  some  of  which  have  not  yet  been  decided, 
either  in  England  or  in  America,  the  laws  of  which  countries  are 
nearly  the  same. 

1st.  It  is  a  question  under  the  laws  of  those  countries  whether 
persons  bom  before  their  separation,  and  once  completely  invested 
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in  both  with  the  cbaract^  of  natural  subjects,  can  ever  become 
aksQS  in  either?  There  are  respectable  opinbns  on  both  sides.  If 
the  ne-gative  be  right,  then  General  OgleChorpe,  having  never  become 
an  alien,  and  having  devised  his  lands  to  his  wife,  who,  on  this 
supposition  also,  was  not  an  alien,  the  devisee  has  transferred  the 
lands  to  her,  and  there  is  nothing  left  for  the  treatj  to  operate  on. 

2d.  K  the  affirmative  opinion  be  right,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Great  Britain  and  America,  bom  before  the  Revohuiony  are  become 
aliens  to  each  other,  it  follows,  by  the  laws  of  both,  that  the  lands 
which  either  possessed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  other,  became 
the  property  of  the  State  in  which  they  are.  But  a  question  arises, 
whether  the  transfer  of  the  property  took  place  on  the  declaration  of 
independence,  or  not  till  an  office  or  an  act  of  assembly  had  declared 
the  transfer.  If  the  property  passed  to  the  State  on  the  declaration 
of  independence,  then  it  did  not  remain  in  General  Oglethorpe,  and, 
of  course,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  having  nothing,  there  was 
nothing  to  pass  to  his  heirs,  and  so  nodiing  for  the  treaty  to  operate 
on. 

3d.  If  the  property  does  not  pass  till  declared  by  an  office,  found 
by  a  jury,  or  an  act  passed  by  the  assembly,  the  question  then  is, 
whether  an  office  had  been  found  or  an  act  of  assembly  been  passed 
for  that  purpose  before  the  peace?  If  there  was,  the  lands  had 
passed  to  the  State  during  his  life,  and  nothing  bemg  left  in  him, 
there  is  nothing  for  his  heirs  to  claim  under  the  treaty. 

4th.  If  the  property  had  not  been  transferred  to  the  State  before 
the  peace,  either  by  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  or  an  office, 
or  an  act  of  assembly,  then  It  remained  in  General  Oglethorpe  at 
the  epoch  of  the  peace ;  and  it  will  be  insisted,  no  doubt,  that  by 
the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  which  forbids  future  confiscations.  General  Ogle- 
thorpe acquired  a  capacity  of  holding  and  of  conveying  his  lands. 
He  has  conveyed  them  to  his  wife.  But  she  being  an  alien,  it  will 
be  decided  by  the  laws  of  the  land  whether  she  took  them  for  her 
own  use,  or  for  the  use  of  the  State.  For  it  b  a  general  principle  of 
our  law,  that  conveyances  to  aliens  pass  the  lands  to  the  State.  And 
it  may  be  urged  that,  though  by  the  treaty  of  peace.  General  Ogle- 
thorpe could  convey,  yet  that  treaty  did  not  mean  to  give  him  a 
greater  privilege  of  conveyance  than  natives  hold,  to  wit :  a  privilege 
of  transferring  the  property  to  persons  incapable  by  law  of  taking  it. 
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However,  this  would  be  a  question  between  the  State  of  Gectfgk 
and  the  widow  of  General  Oglethorpe,  in  the  decision  of  which  the 
Chevalier  de  Mezieres  is  not  interested ;  because,  whetb^  she  takes 
the  land  by  the  will,  for  her  own  use  or  for  that  of  the  State,  it  b 
equally  prevented  from  descending  to  him.  There  is  neither  a 
conveyance  to  him,  nor  a  succession  ab  iiUettato  devolving  on  him, 
which  are  the  cases  provided  for  by  our  treaty  with  France.  To 
sum  up  this  matter  in  a  few  words,  if  the  lands  had  passed  to  the 
State  before  the  epoch  of  peace,  the  heirs  of  General  Oglethorpe 
cannot  say  they  have  descended  on  them ;  and,  if  they  remained  m 
the  General  at  that  epoch,  the  treaty  sa^g  them  to  him,  he  could 
convey  them  away  from  his  h^rs,  and  he  has  conveyed  them  to  his 
widow,  either  for  her  own  use,  or  for  that  of  the  Slate. 

Seeing  no  event  in  which,  according  to  the  &cts  stated  to  me,  the 
treaty  could  be  applied  to  this  case,  or  could  give  any  right  whatever 
to  the  heirs  of  General  Oglethorpe,  I  advised  the  Chevalier  de 
Mesieres  not  to  urge  his  pretensions  on  the  foot  of  ri^t,  nor  under 
the  treaty,  but  to  petition  the  assembly  of  Georgia  for  a  grant  of 
these  lands* 

K,  in  the  question  between  the  State  and  the  widow  of  General 
Ogelthorpe,  it  diould  be  decided  that  Aey  were  the  property  of  the 
State,  I  counted  on  their  generosity  and  the  finendly  dispositions 
in  America  towards  the  subjects  of  France,  that  they  would  be 
favorable  to  the  Chevalier  de  Meaeres.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
preceding  observations  which  would  not  have  applied  against  die 
heir  of  General  Oglethorpe,  had  he  been  a  native  ciuxexk  of  Georgia, 
as  it  now  applies  against  him,  being  a  subject  of  France.  The  treaqr 
has  placed  the  subjects  of  France  on  a  footing  with  natives  as  to 
conveyances  and  descent  of  property. 

There  was  no  occasion  for  the  Assemblies  to  pass  laws  on  this 
subject,  the  treaty  being  a  law,  as  I  concrive,  superior  to  those  of 
particular  Assonblies,  and  repealing  them  where  they  stand  m  the 
way  of  its  operation^ 

The  supposition  that  die  treaty  was  disregarded  on  our  part  in  the 
instance  of  the  acts  of  Assembly  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, which  made  a  distinction  between  natives  and  formgners  as  to 
the  duties  to  be  paid  on  commerce,  was  taken  noUce  of  in  the  letter 
of  November  20th,  which  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes.    And  while  I  express  my  hopes  that  on  a 
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revision  of  those  sabjects  nothing  will  be  found  in  them  derogatory 
ficun  either  the  letter  or  spirit  of  our  treaty,  I  will  add  assurances 
that  the  United  States  will  not  be  behindhand  in  gomg  beyond  both 
whenever  occasions  shall  offer  of  manifesting  dieir  sincere  attachment 
to  this  country. 

I  will  pass  on  to  the  observation  that  our  commercial  regulations 
are  difficult  and  repugnant  to  the  French  merchants.  To  detail 
these  regulations  minutely  as  they  exist  in  every  State  would  be 
beyond  my  information.  A  general  view  of  them,  however,  will 
suffice,  because  the  States  differ  little  in  their  several  regulations. 
On  the  arrival  of  a  ship  in  America  her  cargo  must  be  reported  at 
the  proper  office.  The  duties  on  it  are  to  be  paid.  These  are 
commonly  from  two  and  a  half  to  five  per  cent,  on  its  value.  On 
many  articles,  the  value  of  which  is  tolerably  uniform,  the  precise 
sum  is  fixed  by  law.  A  tariff  of  these  is  presented  to  the  importer, 
and  he  can  see  what  he  has  to  pay,  as  well  as  the  officer.  For  other 
articles  the  duty  is  such  a  per  cent,  on  their  value.  That  value  is 
either  shown  by  the  invoice  or  by  the  oath  of  the  importer.  This 
operation  bemg  once  gone  over — and  it  b  a  very  short  on&— the 
goods  are  considered  as  entered,  and  may  then  pass  through  the 
whole  thirteen  States  without  their  being  ever  more  subject  to  a 
question,  unless  they  be  reshipped. 

Exportation  is  still  more  simple,  because,  as  we  prohibit  the 
exportaticm  of  nothing,  and  very  rarely  lay  a  duty  aa  any  article  of 
export,  the  State  is  little  interested  in  examining  outward-bound 
vessels.  The  Captain  asks  a  clearance  for  his  own  purposes.  As 
to  the  operations  of  internal  commerce,  such  as  matters  of  exchange, 
of  buying,  selling,  bartering,  be,  our  laws  are  the  same  as  the 
English.  If  they  have  been  altered  in  any  instance,  it  has  been  to 
render  them  more  simple. 

Lastly,  as  to  the  tardiness  of  the  administration  of  ^tice  widi  us, 
it  would  be  equally  tedious  and  impractioaUe  for  me  to  give  a  precise 
account  of  it  in  every  State.  But  I  think  it  probable  that  it  is  much 
on  the  same  footing  through  all  the  States,  and  that  an  account  of  it, 
in  any  one  of  them,  may  found  a  general  presumption  of  it  in  the 
others.  Being  best  acquainted  with  its  administration  in  Virginia,  I 
shall  confine  myself  to  that.  Before  the  Revolution  a  judgment 
could  not  be  obtained  under  eight  years  in  the  Supreme  Court,  where 
the  suit  was  in  the  department  of  the  common  law,  which  depart- 
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ment  embraces  about  nine  tenths  of  the  subjects  of  legal  contestation. 
In  that  of  the  Chancery  from  twelve  to  twenty  years  were  requisite. 
This  did  not  proceed  from  any  vice  in  the  laws,  but  from  the  indolence 
of  the  judges  appointed  by  the  King ;  and  these  judges,  holding  their 
offices  during  his  will  only,  he  could  have  reformed  the  evil  at  any 
time.  This  reformation  was  among  the  first  works  of  the  Legislature 
after  their  independence. 

A  judgment  can  now  be  obtained  in  the  Supreme  Court  in 
one  year  at  the  common  law,  and  in  about  three  years  m  the 
chancery. 

But  more  particularly  to  protect  the  commerce  of  France,  which 
at  that  moment  was  considerable  with  us,  a  law  was  passed  giving 
all  suits  wherein  a  foreigner  was  a  party  a  privilege  to  be  tried 
immediately  on  the  return  of  their  process,  without  waiting  till  those 
of  natives  which  stand  before  (hem  shall  have  been  decided  cm. 
Out  of  this  act,  however,  the  British  stand  excluded  by  a  subsequent 
one.     This,  with  all  its  causes,  must  be  explained. 

The  British  army,  after  ravaging  the  State  of  Virginia,  had  sent 
oflT  a  very  great  number  of  slaves  to  New  York.  By  the  7th  article 
of  the  treaty  of  peace  they  stipulated  not  to  carry  away  any  of 
these.  Notwithstanding  this,  it  was  known  when  they  were  evac- 
uating New  York  that  they  were  carrying  away  the  slaves. 

General  Washington  made  an  oflScial  demand  of  Sir  Guy  Carieton 
that  he  should  cease  to  send  them  away.  He  answered  that  these 
people  had  come  to  him  under  promise  of  the  King's  protection,  and 
that  that  promise  should  be  frilfilled  in  preference  to  the  stipulation 
in  the  treaty. 

The  State  of  Virginia,  to  which  nearly  the  whole  of  these  slaves 
belonged,  passed  a  law  to  forbid  the  recovery  of  debts  due  to  British 
subjects.  They  declared  at  the  same  time  thejT  would  repeal  that 
law  if  Congress  were  of  opinion  they  ought  to  do  it.  But  desirous 
their  citizens  should  be  discharging  their  debts,  they  afterwards  per- 
mitted British  creditors  to  prosecute  their  suits  and  to  receive  their 
debts  in  seven  equal  and  annual  payments,  relymg  that  the  demand 
for  the  slaves  would  either  be  admitted  or  denied  in  time  to  lay  their 
hands  on  some  of  the  latter  payments  for  reimbursement.  The 
immensity  of  this  debt  was  another  reason  for  forbidding  such  a  mass 
of  property  to  be  offered  for  sale  under  execution  at  once,  as  fixnn 
the  small  quantity  of  circulating  money  it  must  have  sold  for  littie 
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or  nothing,  whereby  the  creditor  would  have  failed  to  receive  his 
monejr,  and  the  debtor  would  have  lost  his  whole  estate  without 
being  discharged  of  hb  debt. 

This  is  the  history  of  the  delay  of  justice  in  that  country  in  the 
ease  of  British  creditors. 

As  to  all  others  its  administration  is  as  speedy  as  justice  itself  will 
admit. 

I  presume  it  b  equally  so  in  all  the  other  States,  and  can  add  that 
it  is  administered  in  them  all  with  a  purity  and  integrity  of  which 
few  countries  affi>rd  an  example. 

I  cannot  take  leave  altogether  of  the  subjects  of  this  conversation 
without  recalling  the  attention  to  what  had  been  its  principal  drift. 
This  was  to  endeavor  to  bring  about  a  direct  exchange  between 
France  and  ihe  United  States  (without  the  intervention  of  a  third 
nation)  of  those  productions  with  which  each  could  furnish  the  odier. 
We  can  furnish  to  France  (because  we  have  heretofore  furnished  to 
England)  of  whale  oil  and  spermaceti,*  of  furs  and  peltry,  of  ships 
and  naval  stores,  and  of  pot-ash,  to  the  amount  of  fifteen  millions  of 
livres,  and  the  quantities  will  admit  of  increase.  Of  our  tobacco 
France  consumes  the  value  of  ten  millions  more. 

Twenty-five  millions  of  livres  dien  mark  the  extent  of  that  com- 
merce of  exchange  which  is  at  present  practicable  between  us. 
We  want  in  return  productions  and  manufactures,  not  money.  If 
the  duties  on  our  produce  are  light,  and  the  sale  free,  we  shall 
undoubtedly  bring  it  here,  and  lay  out  the  proceeds  on  the  spot,  in 
the  productions  and  manufactures  which  we  want.  The  merchants 
of  France  will,  on  their  part,  become  active  in  the  same  business. 
We  shall  no  more  thmk,  when  we  shall  have  sold  our  produce  here, 
of  making  an  useless  voyage  to  another  country  to  lay  out  the  money, 
than  we  think  at  present  when  we  have  sold  it  elsewhere,  of  coming 
here  to  lay  out  the  money.  The  conclusion  is,  that  there  are 
commodities  which  form  a  basis  of  exchange  to  the  extent  of  a 
million  of  guineas  annually ;  it  is  for  the  wisdom  of  those  in  power 
to  contrive  that  the  exchange  shall  be  made." 

Having  put  this  paper  mto  the  hands  of  Monsieur  Kejmeval,  we 
entered  into  conversation  again  on  the  subject  of  the  farms,  which 
were  now  understood  to  be  approaching  to  a  conclusion.  He  told 
me  that  he  himself  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that  the  interest  of  the 
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State  required  the  farm  of  tobacco  to  be  discontmued ;  that  be  had, 
aoeordbgly,  gi^en  every  aid  to  my  propositioD  which  laid  widiia 
his  sphere ;  that  Cknint  de  Vergemies  was  very  clearly  ot  the  same 
opinioDy  and  had  supported  it  strongly  with  reasons  of  his  own  when 
he  transmitted  it  to  the  Comptroller  General ;  but  that  the  Ccnnp- 
troUeff  m  the  discussions  of  this  subject  which  had  taken  place, 
besides  the  objections  which  the  Count  de  Vergennes  had  repeated 
to  me,  and  which  are  before  mentioiied,  had  added  that  the  contract 
with  the  Fanners  General  was  now  so  far  advanced  that  the  article 
of  tobacco  could  not  be  withdrawn  fiom  it  without  unravding  the 
whole  transaction. 

Having  understood  Aat  b  this  contract  there  was  always  reserved 
to  die  Crown  a  right  to  disconUnue  it  at  any  nKxnoity  making  just 
reimbursements  to  the  Farmers,  I  asked  M.  Reyneval  if  the  contract 
should  be  concluded  b  its  present  form  whether  it  might  still  be 
practicable  to  have  it  discontbued,  as  to  the  article  of  tobacoo,  at 
iome  Aiture  moment.     He  said  it  might  be  possible. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  true  obstacle  to  this  proposition  has  penetrated 
b  various  ways  through  the  veil  which  covers  it. 

Tlie  influence  of  the  Farmers  General  has  heretofore  been  &mnA 
sufficient  to  shake  a  Mbister  b  hb  office.  Blonsieur  de  Calonne's 
coBtbuance  or  dismission  has  been  thought  for  some  time  to  be  on  a 
poise.  Were  be  to  shift  this  great  weight,  therefore,  out  of  his  owa 
scale  into  that  of  his  adversaries,  it  would  decide  their  prepon^ 
derance.  The  jobt  bterests  of  France  and  America  would  be  an 
insufficient  counterpoise  b  his  favor. 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  eflbrts  to  improve  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States  have  been  confined  to  that  branch  only  which 
respects  France  itself,  and  that  nothbg  passed  on  the  subject  of  our 
commerce  with  the  West  Indies,  accept  an  incidental  conversaUon 
as  to  our  fish. 

The  reason  of  this  was  no  want  of  a  due  sense  of  its  importance. 
Of  that  I  am  thoroughly  sensible.  But  efibrts  b  favor  of  this 
branch  would,  at  present,  be  desperate.  To  natbns  with  which  we 
have  not  yet  treated,  and  who  have  possessions  b  America,  we  may 
offer  a  fi^ee  vent  of  their  manu&ctures  b  the  United  States  for  a  full 
or  a  modified  admittance  bto  those  possessions. 

But  to  France  we  were  obliged  to  give  that  freedom  for  a  difierent 
compensation,  to  wit :  For  her  aid  to  affect  our  bdepend^ce. 
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It  is  difficult,  therefore,  to  say  what  We  have  now  to  offer  her  foi 
an  admission  into  her  West  Indies.  Doubtless  it  has  its  price.  But 
the  question  is  what  this  would  be,  and  whether  worth  our  while  to 
give  it.  Were  we  to  propose  to  give  to  each  other's  citizens  all  the 
right  of  natives,  they  would  of  course  count  what  they  should  gain 
by  this  enlargement  of  right,  and  examine  whether  it  would  be  worth 
to  them  as  much  as  their  monopoly  of  their  West  Indian  commerce. 
If  not,  that  commercial  freedom  which  we  wish  to  preserve,  and 
which,  indeed,  is  so  valuable,  leaves  us  little  else  to  offer. 

An  expression  m  my  letter  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  of  Novem- 
ber 20th,  wherein  I  hinted  that  both  nations  might  perhaps  come  into 
the  opinion  that  the  condition  of  natives  might  be  a  better  ground  of 
intercourse  for  their  citizens  than  that  of  the  most  favored  nation,  was 
intended  to  furnish  an  opportunity  to  the  Minister  of  parieying  on  that 
subject,  if  he  was  so  disposed,  and  to  myself  of  seeng  whereabouts 
they  would  begin,  that  I  might  communicate  it  to  Congress,  and  leave 
them  to  judge  of  the  expediency  of  pursuing  the  subject. 

But  no  overtures  have  followed ;  for  I  have  no  right  to  consider  as 
commg  from  the  Minister  certain  questions  which  were  very  soon 
after  proposed  to  me  by  an  individual. 

It  sufficiently  accounts  for  these  questions  that  that  individual  had 
written  a  memorial  on  the  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  Minister, 
and  might  wish  to  know  what  we  would  be  willing  to  do.  The  idea 
that  I  should  answer  such  questions  to  him  is  equally  unaccountable. 
We  suppose  them  originating  with  himself,  or  commg  from  the  Minister. 

In  fact,  I  must  suppose  them  to  be  his  own ;  and  I  transmit  them 
only  that  Congress  may  see  what  one  Frenchman  at  least  thinks  on 
the  subject. 

If  we  can  obtain  from  Great  Britain  reasonable  conditions  of  com- 
merce, (which  in  my  idea  must  forever  include  an  admission  into  her 
blands,)  the  freest  ground  between  the  two  nations  would  seem  to  be 
the  best.  But  if  we  can  obtain  no  equal  terms  from  her,  perhaps 
Congress^  might  think  it  prudent,  as  Holland  has  done,  to  connect 
us  unequivocally  widi  France. 

Holland  has  purchased  the  protection  of  France.  The  price  she 
pays  is  aid  in  time  of  war.  It  is  interesting  for  us  to  purchase  a 
free  commerce  with  the  French  islands.  But  whedier  it  is  best  to 
pay  for  it  by  aids  in  war,  or  by  privikges  in  commerce,  or  not  to 
pwrchase  it  at  ally  is  the  question. 
Vol.  L— 45 
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FROM  BARON  DE  THULEMEISR  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

The  Hague,  October  11, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  mfotm  you  of  the  receipt  of  the  ratification 
of  the  treaty  of  commerce  and  amity^  which  I  have  bad  the  satisfac- 
tion of  negotiatmg  with  yourself  and  colleagues.  When  that  of  the 
United  States  of  America  comes  to  hand,  I  shall  hasten  to  concert 
with  you  the  most  proper  means  for  the  customary  exchange  in 
transactions  of  this  kind. 

If  Mr.  Short  is  still  with  you,  I  must  request  you,  sir,  to  remember 
my  respects  to  him,,  and  assure  him  that  I  consider  myself  under 
great  obligations  to  you  for  the  opportunities  you  afforded  me  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  him.  Mr.  Short  appeared  to  me  as  no 
less  distinguished  by  his  knowledge  and  information  than  by  his 
abilities  in  the  management  of  business. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DE  THULEMEIER. 

P.  S.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  forward  to  Baltimore  the 
enclosed  letter  which  has  been  sent  to  me  by  a  merchant  of  Silesia. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  THE   BARON  DE   THDLEMEIER. 

Paris,  October  16, 1785. 

Sir, 

I  am  to  acknowledge  the  recdpt  of  the  letter  of  the  11th  instant, 
with  which  you  have  honored  me,  and  wherein  you  are  pleased  to 
inform  me  of  the  ratification  by  his  Prussian  Majesty  of  the  treatj 
of  amity  and  commerce  between  him  and  the  United  States  of 
America.  On  our  part  the  earliest  opportunity  was  embraced  of 
forwardmg  it  to  Congress.  It  goes  by  a  vessel  sailing  about  this 
time  to  Havre.  I  shall  with  great  pleasure  communicate  to  you  its 
ratification  by  Congress,  m  the  first  moment  m  which  it  shall  become 
known  to  me,  and  concur  in  the  measures  necessary  for  exchanging 
the  ratifications. 

I  shall  take  the  greatest  care  to  forward  the  letter  you  are  pleased 
to  enclose  for  Baltimore  according  to  its  address. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  THE    COUNT  DE   VER6ENNES. 

Paris,  October  11, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosmg  to  yxnir  Excdlency  a  report  of  a 
voyage  of  an  American  ship,  the  first  which  has  gone  to  Chma. 

The  circumstance  which  induces  Congress  to  direct  this  commu- 
nication, is  the  very  fiiendly  conduct  of  the  Consul  of  his  Majesty  at 
Macao,  and  of  the  commanders  and  other  officers  of  the  French 
vessels  in  those  seas.  It  has  been  with  smgular  satisfaction  that 
Congress  have  seen  these  added  to  the  many  other  proofs  of  the 
cordiality  of  this  nation  towards  our  citizens.  It  is  the  more 
pleasing  when  it  appears  in  the  officers  of  Government,  because  it 
is  then  viewed  as  an  emanation  of  Ae  spirit  of  the  Government. 

It  would  be  an  additional  gratification  to  Congress,  in  this  partic- 
ular instance,  should  any  occasion  arise,  of  notifying  those  officers 
that  their  conduct  has  been  justly  represented  to  your  Excellency  on  ^ 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and  has  met  your  approbation. 
Nothmg  will  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  foster  corresponding  disposi- 
tions in  our  citizens,  and  we  hope  that  proofs  of  their  actual  existence 
have  appeared,  and  will  appear  whenever  occasion  shall  offer.  A 
sincere  affection  between  the  two  people  is  the  broadest  basis  on 
which  their  peace  can  be  built. 

It  will  always  be  among  the  most  pleasing  functions  of  my  office, 
when  I  am  made  the  channel  of  communicating  the  fiiendly  senti- 
ments of  the  two  Governments. 

It  is  additionally  so,  as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  assuring  your 

Excellency  of  the  high  respect  and  esteem,  with  which  I  have  the 

honor  to  be,  iic., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  TE[£   COUNT  BE   VERGENNES  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Translation. 

Fontaineblean,  October  30, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  have  received  the  letter  you  did  me  the  honor  to  wnte  of  the 
34th  of  this  month,  together  with  that  addressed  to  me  on  the  part 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Shaw. 
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I  have  made  it  my  busmen  to  infonn  the  King  of  the  proceedings 
of  his  officers,  with  regard  to  those  who  commanded  Ae  American 
ship  which  has  visited  China. 

His  Majesty  has  learned  with  real  satisfaction  that  the  former  have 
conformed  their  conduct  to  the  instroctions  that  bad  been  given  them, 
and  he  instructs  you  to  assrn^  the  Congress  that  on  all  occasions  ^t 
mayofier,hewill  be  ready  to  give  proo&  of  his  esteem  and  friradship 
for  the  United  States,  and  the  sincere  mterest  he  takes  in  their 
prosperity* 

At  the  same  time,  I  have  it  in  command  hem  Im  M ajes^  to 
observe  to  you  how  Uttie  regard  has  been  paid  in  America  to  Ae 
rule  of  reciprocity,  and  how  much  they  have  shown  themselves 
disposed  to  depart  from  those  prindpleB  which  formed  a  basis  for  the 
good  understanding  wliicfa  subsists  between  France  and  the  United 
States.  We  are  in  efl^t  informed,  sir,  diat  in  several  of  the  States 
they  have  passed  navigation  laws  and  commeitisl  regulations  inju- 
rious to  the  trade  of  France,  and  even  contrary  to  the  intent  of  tiie 
treaty  of  February  6th,  1778. 

The  Congress  are  too  enlightened  not  to  know  how  much  we  ale 
affected  by  such  proceedmgs,  ils  well  as  too  wise  and  sagacious  not 
to  be  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  maintaining  things  on  the  same 
footing  of  reciprocal  advantage  on  which  they  have  been  since  the 
alliance  between  France  and  the  United  States. 

Without  ths  precauticm,  it  is  impossible  that  thenorutual  cdnmierce 
of  the  two  nations  can  prosper  or  even  continue;  and  the  Kihg  will 
be  under  the  necessity,  contrary  to  his  wishes,  to  fkll  upon  such 
means  as  will  tend  to  put  matters  upon  a  perfect  equality. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be,  I>E  VEROENNES. 


FROM  THOMAS  J£n£RSON  TO  THE   COUNT   DE   VEROENNES. 

Paris,  November  20, 1785. 

Sir, 
I  found  here,  gb  my  return  from  Fontainebleau,  the  letter  of 
October  30th,  which  your  Excellency  did  me  the  honor  there  of 
mforming  me  had  been  addressed  to  me  at  this  place ;  and  I  shall 
avdl  myself  of  &e  first  occasion  of  transmitting  it  to  Congress,  who 
will  receive,  with  great  pleasure,  these  new  assurances  of  the  firien.dly 
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sentiments  which  hb  Majesty  is  pleased  to  continue  towards  the 
United  States. 

I  am  equally  persuaded  they  will  pay  the  most  serious  attention 
to  that  part  of  your  Excellency's  letter  which  mentions  the  inform- 
ation you  have  received  of  certain  acts  or  regulations  of  navigation 
and  commerce,  parsed  in  some  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
injurious  to  the  commerce  of  France.  In  the  meantime,  I  wish  to 
remove  the  unfavorable  impressions  which  those  acts  seem  to  have 
made,  as  if  they  were  a  departure  from  the  reciprocity  of  conduct 
stipulated  by  the  treaty  of  February  6th,  1778.  The  effect  of  that 
treaty  is  to  place  each  party  with  the  other  always  on  the  footing  of 
the  most  favored  nation.  But  those  whp  framed  the  acts,  probably, 
did  not  consider  the  treaty  as  restraining  either  fix>m  discriminating 
between  foreigners  and  natives.  Yet  this  is  the  sole  effec^  of  these 
acts.  The  same  opinion  as  to  the  meaning  pf  the  treaty  seems  to 
Itiave  been  entertained  by  this  Government,  both  before  and  since 
the  date  of  these  acts.  For  the  arret  of  the  King's  Council^  of 
August  30th,  1784,  fumbhes.  an  example  of  such  a  di^crijuin^tion 
between  foreigners  and  natiyes  importing  salted  fish  into  hh  Majesty's 
dominions  in  the  West  Indies,  by  laying  a  duty  on  that  imported  by 
foreigners,  and  givmg  out  the  same  bounty  to  native  importeis. 
This  opinion  shows  itself  more  remarkably  in  the  late  armts  of  the 
18tl;i  and  25th  of  September,  which,  mcreasing  to  excess  the  duty 
on  foreign  importations  of  fish  into  the  West  Indies,  giving  the 
double  in  bounty  on  those  of  the  natives,  and  thereby  rendering  It 
impossible  for  the  former  to  sell  in  coinpetition  with  the  latler,  have, 
in  effect,  prohibited  the  importation  of  diat  arUcle  by  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Both  nations,  perhaps,  may  come  into  the  opinion  that  their 
friendship  and  their  interest  may  be  better  cemented  by  approaching 
the  condition  of  their  citizens  reciprocally  to  that  of  natiou  as  a 
better  ground  of  intercourse  than  that  of  the  most  favored  nation. 

I  shall  rest  with  hopes  of  being  authorized,  in  due  time,  to  infonn 
your  Excellency  that  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  evince 
a  disposition  to  concur  in  revising  whatever  regulations  may,  on 
either  side,  bear  hard  on  the  commerce  of  the  other  nation. 

In  the  meantime,  I  have  the  honor  to  assure  you  of  the  profound 
respect  and  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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TBOM  THE   COUNT  DE   TEBGENNES  TO  THOMAS  JETTERSOir. 

Translation. 

Yenaillei,  NoTember  30, 1785. 

Tou  are  hereby  informed,  sir,  that  a  merchant  of  Boston  haying 
imported  a  cargo  of  whale  oil  mto  France,  has  not  been  able  to 
dispose  of  it  on  account  of  the  duties  imposed  upon  this  species  of 
commodity;  duties  which  are  paid  by  all  nations,  exceptmg  die 
inhabitants  of  the  Hanse-Towns. 

The  Comptroller  General,  taking  mto  consideration  the  loss  this 
merchant  must  sustain  if  the  payment  of  the  aforementioned  duty  is 
rigidly  exacted,  made  application  to  his  Majesty  in  his  favor,  who 
thereupon  gave  orders  that  no  further  duty  should  be  paid  by  the 
Boston  merchant  than  is  required  from  and  paid  by  the  Hanse-Towns ; 
that  is  to  say,  seven  livres  ten  sous,  instead  of  twelve  livres  per 
band;  and  that  henceforward,  till  the  1st  of  January,  1787,  no  more 
duty  than  the  first  mentioned  shall  be  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  upon  fish  oils  of  their  own  production,  provided  that 
those  oils  are  imported  into  France  m  French  or  American  bottoms, 
accompanied  with  a  certificate  from  the  magistrates  of  the  places 
where  shipped,  attesting  their  production  and  authenticated  by  our 
Ccmsuls. 

I  hasten,  sir,  to  mform  you  of  this  new  regulation,  in  which,  I 
make  no  doubt,  you  will  find  a  new  proof  of  the  Kmg's  affection  {ot 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  constant  concern  he  takes  in  their 
prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  DE  VERGEJNNES. 


FBOM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  THE  COUMT  DE  YERGENNES. 

December  3, 1785. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Excellency's  letter  of 

November  the  30th,  in  which  you  are  pleased  to  inform  me  of  the 

late  abatement  of  the  duties  on  all  fish  oils,  made  from  fish,  taken  by 

citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  brought  into  this  Kingdom  in 

French  or  in  American  bottoms ;  and  I  am  now  to  return  thanks  for 

this  relief  given  to  so  important  a  branch  of  our  comm^ce. 
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I  shall  take  the  first  occasion  of  communicating  the  same  to 
Congress,  who  will  receive,  with  particular  satisfaction,  this  new 
proof  of  the  King's  fiiendship  io  die  United  States,  and  of  the 
interest  which  he  is  pleased  to  take  in  their  prosperity. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  8cc.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  M.  de  Cahnne  to  the  Marquis  de  la 

Fayette. 

Translation. 

Pftris,  NoYember  17, 1785. 

It  would  affi)rd  me  the  greatest  pleasure,  sir,  to  exert  my 
endeavors  to  facilitate  the  means  of  commerce  between  the  people 
of  France  and  those  of  the  United  States  of  America.  In  compli- 
ance with  your  wishes,  I  have  proposed  to  the  King  to  make  an 
abatement  till  January  1st,  1787,  of  the  duties  payable  upon  fish 
oib,  imported  either  in  French  or  American  vessels,  the  produce  of 
the  American  fisheries ;  and,  till  that  time,' that  the  same  duty  shall 
only  be  paid  as  is  paid  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hanse-Towns,  in 
pursuance  of  the  treaty  of  September  28th,  1716. 

His  Majesty,  having  freely  granted  thb  favor  to  the  subjects  of  the 
United  States,  I  have  issued  orders  to  the  Farmers  General  to  receive 
no  more  than  the.  duty  of  seven  li\Tes  ten  sous  per  cask  of  the 

weight  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and ,  instead  of 

the  duty  of  twelve  livres,  per  barrel,  imposed  upon  oils,  the  produce 
of  foreign  fisheries. 

Translation. 

Whale  oils,  firom  whatever  place  they  come  mto  the  kingdom,  ajre 

liable  to  the  following  duties,  viz : 

Livres, 

1.  Per  barrel  of  500  lbs.  gross 12    0 

2.  6  deniers  per  pound,  edict  of  March  21, 1786 12  10 

3.  The  10  sols  per  pound  out  of  these  two  duties 12    5 

36  15 
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lAvres. 

The  baifd  of  500  lbs.  giossi  ftett  only  490  lbs.,  which 
adranoes  the  duties  per  quintal  to  the  sum  of.  •  •  • » 9    3  9 

Not  includmg  the  local  duties  of  toUs,  be,  which  may  be 
estimated  at  about 15  0 

Total  of  the  duties  per  quintal,  payable  in  France 9  18  9 

There  k  anothw  duty  called  special  grants  not  yet  fixed,  but 
which  ought  to  be  ascertamed.  "WHiale  oils  brought  from  abroad  by 
French  vesseb,  and  on  account  of  the  subjects  of  the  King  of  France, 
pay  only  lliv.  10s.  per  barrel  of  500  lbs.,  instead  of  12,  the  first 
mentioned  duty,  only. 

The  other  duties  are  the  same. 


Translation. 

The  determmadoQ  of  the  Minister  of  Fmaoce,  of  November  17, 
1785,  directs  lo  put  the  mhabitants  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
same  footing  wkb  the  inhabitants  of  the  Hanse-Towns  in  regard  to 
fish  oik,  the  produce  of  their  own  fisbmes,  exported  to  Fiance;  that 
is  to  say,  instead  of  pajring  13  Kvres,  and  10  sols  per  livre  upon  each 
barrel  of  ml  weighing  590  lbs.,  that  they  shall  pay  only  7  fivres  10 
sols  per  barrel  of  the  weight  of  590  tt)6.,  and  10  sous  per  livre. 
Upon  ccmdition,  however,  that  the  cargoes  be  accompanied  with  a 
certtfcate  signed  by  the  magistrate  of  the  pkoe  finom  whence  the  oils 
are  exported,  which  shall  attest  them  to  be  the  pioduct  of  the  fishery 
of  that  country.  It  is  fiirther  conditioned  that  ibe  fish  oils  before- 
mentioned  shall  be  exported  either  in  American  or  French  vessels. 

Should  they  be  imported  into  France  m  the  vesseb  of  any  foreign 
nation  the  said  exemption  of  duty  not  to  take  place. 

Thb  exemption  to  continue  in  force  to  the  1st  day  of  Janumy, 
1787,  and  no  longer. 

Translation. 

An  elucidation  of  the  following  queries  is  desired. 

1st.  Is  a  firee  trade  to  the  French  colonies  equally  necessaiy  to  all 
the  United  States  ?  Should  there  be  any  difference  in  diis  respect 
to  ascertain  the  degree  and  the  cause  thereof? 
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3d.  Would  the  United  States  allow  us  reciprocal  commercial 
advantages  for  the  liberty  we  should  grant  them  of  a  free  access  to 
all  our  colonial  marts  ? 

3d.  Is  it  in  the  power  of  the  United  States  to  grant  favors  to  one 
nation  which  they  would  refuse  to  any  other? 

4th.  If  France  should  admit  into  her  ports,  without  limitation, 
productions  of  American  growth  upon  condition  of  an  increase  of 
duty,  the  repayment  of  which  should  be  secured  to  the  owners  in 
the  compensation  that  should  be  miade  to  them  in,  the  [Hroeeeds  of 
their  sales,  either  of  the  manufactures  or  articles  the  growth  of 
France,  would  the  Americans  consent  to  a  trade  with  us  upon  such 
conditions,  and  consider  tiiemselves  dther  mjured  or  &vored? 

5th.  What  are  the  advantages  which  Congress  could  {ttomise  ue 
in  return  for  those  she  soGcits  from  us,  either  in  respect  to  the  Euro* 
pean  or  coI(»ial  comm^roe?  If  France  should  comply  with  the 
requisitions  of  the  United  States,  would  they  engage  to  indemnify  us 
finr  the  losses  our  navigation  must  suffer  in  consequence  thereof,  by 
the  importation  of  the  least  valuable  commodities  into  the  colonies ; 
or  would  they  grant  us  liberty  to  fish  upon  the  northern  coasts  of  the 
United  States,  and  secure  to  us  a  compensatioo  for  the  losses  above- 
mentioned  by  giving  a  preference  to  our  woolens,  our  linens,  our 
salt,  and  our  wines  ? 

6th.  Is  the  present  Congress  invested  with  sufficient  power  to 
establish  a  treaty  upon  the  basis  of  reciprocal  advantage,  like  two 
mutually  contracting  nations,  the  articles  of  whose  respective  treaties 
would  be  exacdy  correspondent  to  each  other,  and  whose  political 
as  well  as  commercial  regulations  should  have  only  one  and  the  same 
eski&acel 

0 
YBOM  TBOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  Januaiy  37, 1786. 
Sir, 
I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  by  the  way  of  London  on  the 
2d  instant ;  since  that  yours  of  December  Tth  has  come  to  hand.  I 
have  now  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  Barclay  having  settied, 
as  far  as  depended  on  him,  the  accounts  of  Monsieur  de  Beaumar- 
chais,  left  Paris  on  the  15th  instant  to  proceed  to  Morocco.  Business 
obliged  him  to  go  by  the  way  of  L'Orient  and  Bordeaux,  but  he 
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told  me  he  should  hoi  be  detained  more  than  a  day  at  either  place. 
We  may  probably  allow  him  to  the  last  of  February  to  be  at 
Morocco. 

The  Imperial  Ambassador  some  days  ago  observed  to  me  that, 
about  eighteen  months  ago,  DoctcMr  Franklin  had  written  to  him  a 
letter  proposmg  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  the  Emperor  and  the 
United  States,  that  he  had  c(Nnmunicated  it  to  the  Emperw,  and  had 
answered  to  DoctcMr  Franklin  that  they  were  ready  to  enter  into 
arrangements  for  that  purpose,  but  that  he  had  received  no  reply 
oom  bun* 

I  told  him  I  had  been  mfimned  by  Doctor  Franklin  of  the  letter 
makmg  the  proposition,  butohat  this  was  the  first  I  had  eyer  heard 
of  an  answer  expressbg  their  readiness  to  enter  into  negotiation ; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  we  had  supposed  no  definitive  answer  had  been 
given,  and  that  of  cbutse  the  next  move  was  on  th^  side* 

He  expressed  his  a3tonishment  at  this,  and  seemed  so  conscious  of 
having  given  such  an  answer  that  he  said  he  would  have  it  sought 
for,  and  send  it  to  me  for  my  inspection.  However,  he  observed 
that  the  delay  having  proceeded  firom  the  expectation  of  each  party 
that  the  other  was  to  make  the  next  advance,  and  thb  matter  being 
now  understood  the  two  parties  might  now  proceed  to  enter  into  the 
necessary  arrangements. 

I  told  him  that  Congress  had  been  desiiws  of  entering  into 
connexions  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  Impernd  Majesty ;  that 
fat  this  purpose  they  had  ccnnmissioned  Mr.  Adams,  Dr.  Franklin, 
and  myself,  or  any  two  of  us,  to  treat;  that  reasons  of  prudence  had 
obliged  them  to  affix  some  term  to  our  commissions,  and  that  two 
years  was  the  term  assigned ;  that  the  delay,  therefore,  which  had 
happened  was  the  more  unlucky,  as  these  two  years  would  expire  in 
the  ensuing  spring. 

He  said  he  supposed  Congress  could  have  no  objections  to  renew 
our  powers,  or  perhaps  to  appoint  some  person  to  treat  at  Brussels. 

I  told  him  I  was  unable  to  answer  tiiat,  and  we  remitted  fiirther 
conversatiiHi  on  the  subject  till  he  should  send  me  his  letter  writ- 
ten to  Doctor  Franklin.  A  few  days  afterwards  hb  Secretaire 
d^Ambassade  called  on  me  with  it.  It  was  the  letter  of  September 
S8th,  1784,  (transmitted  in  due  time  to  Congress,)  wherein  he  had 
informed  Dr.  Franklin  that  the  Emperor  was  disposed  to  enter  into 
commercial  arrangements  with  us^  and  that  he  would  give  orders  to 
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Ae  Grovemm^t  of  the  Netherlands  to  take  the  necessary  measures. 
I  observed  to  Monsieur  de  Blumendorff  (the  Secretary)  that  this  letter 
shewed  we  were  right  in  our  expectations  of  their  taking  the  next  step. 
He  seemed  sensible  of  it,  said  that  the  quarrel  with  Holland  had 
ttigrossed  the  attention  of  Government,  and  that  these  orders  relating 
to  the  Netheriands  only,  it  had  been  expected  that  others  would  be 
given,  which  should  include  Hungary,  Bohemia,  and  the  Austrian 
dominions  in  general,  and  that  they  still  expected  such  orders. 

I  told  him  that  while  they  should  be  attending  them,  I  would  write 
to  Mr.  Adams,  in  London,  my  colleague  in  this  business,  m  concert 
with  whom  I  must  move  in  it. 

I  think  they  are  desirous  of  treating,  and  from  questi(»i9  asked  me 
by  Monsieur  de  Blumendorff,  I  suspect  they  have  been  led  to  that 
decision,  either  by  the  resolutions  of  Congress  of  April,  1784,  asking 
powers  from  the  States  to  impose  restraints  on  the  commerce  of 
States  not  connected  with  us  by  treaty,  or  else  by  an  act  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Assembly  for  giving  such  powers  to  Congress,  which 
has  appeared  in  the  European  papers. 

In  the  meantime  I  own  myself  at  a  loss  what  to  do.  Our  instruc- 
tions are  clearly  to  treat.  But  these  made  part  of  a  Systran,  wise 
and  advantageous,  if  executed  in  all  its  parts ;  but  which  has  hitherto 
fruled  in  its  most  material  branch,  that  of  connexion  with  the  powers 
having  American  territory.    . 

Should  these  continue  to  stand  aloof,  it  may  be  necessary  for  the 
United  States  to  enter  into  commercial  regulations  of  a  defensive 
nature.  ' 

These  may  be  embarrassed  by  treaties  with  the  Powers  having  no 
American  territory,  and  who  are,  most  of  them,  so  litde  commercial 
as  perhaps  not  to  olSet  advantages  which  may  countervail  these 
embarrassments.  In  case  of  a  war,  indeed,  these  treaties  will 
become,of  value,  and  even  during  peace ;  the  respectability  of  the 
Emperor,  who  stands  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  two  parties,  which 
seem  at  present  to  divide  Europe,  gives  a  lustre  to  those  connected 
with  him ;  a  circumstance  not  to  be  absolutely  neglected  by  us  under 
the  actual  situation  of  things. 

I  append  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  on  this  subject,  not  trusting  the 
posts,  however,  and  obliged  to  wait  private  conveyances.    Our 
intercommunication  is  slow,  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  our  time  short- . 
ening  fast. 
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I  have  l)ie  hoaor  to  enclose  jeu  a  letter  ffom  tbe  Cont  do 
Vergennes,  in  favor  of  Mr.  DumA3. 

With  the  services  of  this  gentleman  to  the  United  States,  youcsdf 
and  Doctor  FraoUin  are  better  acquainted  than  I  am.  Those  be 
has  been  able  to  reader  towards  effi?>otiag  the  late  alliance  between 
France  and  the  Uniled  NeUi^laods,  are  ib0  probable  gnwods  of  the 
present  application. 

The  Minbter  £br  Geneva  has  desired  me  to  have  inquiries  made 
after  BCr.  Gallatm,  named  in  the  within  paper.  I  will  praj  you  to 
have  the  pecessary  advertisements  inserted  in  the  papers,  and  to  be 
so  good  as  to  favor  me  with  the  result.  I  enclose  tbe  gazettes  of 
France  and  Layden  to  this  date,  and  have  tbe  honor  to  bo,  with  the 
most  perfect  leapeot  and  esteem^  be, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

Note  on  die  original  letter  of  Mr.  Jeflbrson : 

Agreeably  to  Mr.  Jeffiarson's  request,  Mr.  Jay  had  the  necessary 
advertisements  relative  to  Mr.  Chdlatin  inserted  m  all  the  papers  on 
the  continent. 

o    ■ 

raOM  THE  COUNT  DE  YERQENNES  TO  THOHAS  JEFFEBSON. 

TranslaticHi. 

y«naiUea«  Janoary  18,  178t. 

M.  the  Marquis  de  Verac^  the  King's  Ambai^sador  at  tbe  Hague, 
fequests  me,  sjr,  to  interest  myself  in  fayor  of  Mr>  Dumas,  who 
resides  in  Holland,  in  quality  of  Charge  d'Af&ires  of  Congres^^ 

Hiat  Ambassador  at  the  same  time  makes  the  highest  eulogiums 
on  the  zeal  and  talents  of  Mr.  DMpias,  as  well  as  on  the  ^nportanl 
services  wbipb  he  has  rendered  to  the  Anierican  cause.  Congress 
has  l^d  hini  to  hop^  for  treatmepjt  mor^  advantageous  and  move 
proportionate  to  *bis  m^,  so  soon  as  America  should  e|ijay  some 
VanqMillity. 

Mr.  Dumas  is  tpown  fulvantag^ously  lo  Cre^mal  WasUi^gtopi  and 
Doetw  Fianklio. 

Testimonies  so  honorable  cannot  but  ocnnplete  his  eulo^um ;  and 
the  very  interesdng  manner  in  which  ti?ie  Marquis  de  Yesap  expc^sses 
binvielf  on  bis  behalf,  determines  me  to  join  my  recommendations  to 
his  in  favor  of  this  Charge  d'A^&ires. 

I  request  the  favor  of  you,  sir,  to  convey  them  to  Congress, 
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We  think  that  the  way  to  recompense  properly  the  s^rices  of 
Mr.  Dumas,  will  be  to  give  him  the  title  of  Resident,  with  an 
allowance  of  four  thousand  dollars  a  year^  with  which  we  hkve 
reason  to  think  he  would  be  satisfied. 

The  consideration  which  he  enjpfs  in  Holland  essentially  enables 
him  to  be  more  and  more  useful  to  America,  and  the  confidence  with 
which  his  principles  of  wisdom  and  probity  insq^ure  me,  does  not 
permit  me  to  doubt  but  that  he  will  think  it  his  duty  to  justify,  by 
the  activity  of  his  zeal,  the  uaA  of  good  will  he  may  receive  from 
Congress. 

I  should  see,  sir,  with  a  good  deal  of  interest  the  success  of  this 

^^^^-  DE  VERGENNES. 


IN^UIRT  RELATIVE  TO   A  MR.    GALLATH^   OF   GENEVA. 

Mr.  Abraham  Albm  Alphonso  GWlatin  left  Geneva  in  Aptil, 
1780,  for  America,  and  arrived  soon  after.  Whilst  engaged  in 
several  pursuits,  previous  to  accomplishing  his  design  of  settling 
himself,  he  became  acquainted  with  a  Mr.  Savany  de  Valcoulaa^ 
who  had  purchased  several  thousand  acres  of  uncultivated  land 
joining  the  river  Ohio,  and  who  made  him  a  partner  in  this  purchase 
on  condition  that  Mr.  Ghdlatm  should  take  upon  himself  die  expeose 
of  having  these  lands  surveyed.  It  is  not  known  whether  the 
design  of  clearing  thb  land  was  viewed  with  an  civil  eye  by  the 
Indians  of  that  district ;  but  in  July,  1786,  it  was  announced  in  the 
'Frederidksburg  Gaasette  in  an  article  xmdet  the^head  of  <<  Richmond'' 
4n  Virginia,  that  eleven  persons  had  been  surprised  by  a  small 
^[Nurty  of  Indians  between  the  Great  and  Little  Kenhawa,  which 
empty  into  the  Ohk> ;  that  this  party  of  Indians  was  commanded  by 
a  white  man  of  the  name  of  Girty ;  diat  five  of  the  seven  had  been 
Mled  and  scalped,  and  that  among  the  five  were  Mr.  Gallatin  and  a 
Mr.  Duval,  Senator  from  that  district.  Mr.  Crallatin  was  described 
as  a  young  Frenchman,  having  lately 4dl  Richmond  to  go  into  that 
quarter,  whfeh  was  true  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  the  Genevan. 
^  This  account,  taken  from  that  Grazette,  was  written  to  Gedeva, 
and  has  been  repeated  in  other  European  gazettes,  but  no  confirma- 
tion of  it  has  beed  since  received.    On  the  contrary,  a  Mr.  ChartoUi 
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of  PhOadelpbiay  wbo  is  expected  soon  in  Europe,  told  a  Mr.  Dubey, 
latelj  arrived  in  Neufchatel,  in  Switz^land/  fixxn  America,  that  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  still  liring. 

Mr.  Gallatm's  family  desire  to  be  informed  with  certainty  d*  the 
fate  of  this  young  man ;  and  in  the  case  of  his  having  fallen  a  victim 
to  the  savages  they  would  have  need  of  an  authenticated  certificate 
of  his  death,  of  the  time  of  that  event,  and  also  a  copy  of  his  wiU,  if 
be  lias  made  one. 

Mr.  Gallatin  would  have  been  twenty-five  years  old  at  the  end  of 
Fdbniary,  1786. 


rsoM  jomr  jat  to  thomas  jeffebson. 

Offioe  for  Foreign  Affairs,  May  5, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

The  last  letter  I  had  the  honor  of  wriung  to  you  was  dated  die 
19th  day  of  January  last,  since  which  I  have  received  and  laid 
befiire  Congress  yours  of  the  30th  August,  6th  and  11th  October, 
S4th  December,  and  S7th  January  last,  with  the  several  papers 
enclosed  with  them. 

No.  1  of  the  papers  herewith  enclosed  is  an  extract  firom  Mr. 
Otto's  note  of  the  18th  ultimo,  desiring  that  the  Consular  Conven- 
tion may  be  speedily  ratified. 

No.  S  is  a  copy  of  a  report  on  that  subject  agreed  to  by  Congress, 
which  will  enable  you  to  account  and  apologize  for  the  delays  that 
have  attended  that  business. 

I  also  enclose  and  leave  open  for  your  perusal  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Dumas,  by  which  you  will  perceive  that  CcNogress  have  made  such 
a  provisioQ  for  him  as,  considering  his  services  and  their  circum- 
stances, appeared  to  them  to  be  proper.  That  act  of  Congress  was 
transmitted  to  him  by  the  first  opportunity  after  it  had  passed.^  As 
he  makes  no  mention  of  it  in  any  of  his  subsequent  letters,  I  suspect 
it  must  have  miscarried. 

The  subjects  of  your  several  letters  are  mteresting,  and  bear 
strong  marks  of  discernment  and  assiduity.  I  forbear  entering  into 
particulars  by  this  conveyance.  Until  this  week  Congress  has  not 
been  composed  of  nine  States  for  more  than  three  or  four  days  since 
last  fall.    This  will  account  for  my  silence  on  parts  of  your  letters 
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whicfh  required  answers  and  instructions ;  (or  as  their  sentiments  and 
decisions  must  direct  the  public  conduct  of  their  officersy  I  must 
wait  with  patience  for  their  orders. 

I  have  received  from  Mr.  Hopkinson  a  parcel  for  you^  which, 
agreeable  to  a  hint  from  him,  I  shall  request  the  captain  of  the 
packet  to  take  as  merchandize.  The  late  newspapers  shall  also  be 
sent  by  the  packet. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  JOHN  JAT. 


FBOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  JETTXRSON. 

New  York,  May  10, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
This  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  the  Rev.  Doctor  Samuel  Wales, 
Professor  in  Yale  College  in  Connecticut,  who  fi^r  the  recovery  of 
his  health,  is  advised  by  his  phyacians  to  make  a  voyage  to 
Europe. 

This  gentleman  is  recommended  to  me  in  such  strong  and  advan- 
tageous terms  that  I  cannot  fbrt)ear  taking  the  liberty  of  introducing 
him  to  you,  and  requesting  the  favor  of  you  to  show  him  those 
friendly  offices  and  attenticms  which  circumstances  and  the  objects  of 
his  voyage  may  point  but. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


PROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  March  5, 1786. 

Sir, 

The  several  commissions  to  which  C(»igress  were  pleased  to 
appoint  Colonel  Humphreys,  Secretary  of  Legation,  being  shortly 
to  expire,  and  a  French  packet  offering  him  a  convenient  passage  in 
the  month  of  April,  he  proposes  to  avdl  himself  of  that  occasion  of 
returning  to  his  own  country,  and  of  there  presenting  his  respects  and 
thanks  to  Congress. 

As  a  member  of  the  several  commissions  with  which  hb  office 
was  connected,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  bear  testimony  to  his  ready, 
able,  and  faithful  discharge  of  all  its  duties ;  and  I  beg  leave,  through 
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you  to  Gxigress,  to  assure  them  that  his  talents  and  dispositions  are 
such  as  they  may  repose  themsdves  on  with  security  dM>uld  they 
think  proper  to  avail  our  country  of  them  on  any  future  occasion. 
I  have  the  hon(M*  to  be,  be., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FBOK  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  JOttN   iXY. 

London*  Marth  13, 1786. 
Sir, 

The  date  of  a  letter  from  Loadon  will  doiibtltes  be  as  unexpected 
to  you  as  it  was  unforeseen  by  myself  a  few  days  ago.  On  the  27th 
of  the  last  month,  Colonel  Smith  arrived  in  Paris  with  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Adams  infoimtnl;  me  that  there  was  at  this  place  a  Minister 
from  Trip(di  famng  general  powers  to  enter  into  treaties  on  bdudf  of 
his  State,  and  with  whom  it  was  possible  we  m^;bt  do  something  m 
our  commissions  to  that  Power ;  and  that  he  gave  reason  to  believe 
he  coold  also  take  arrang^nent  with  us  for  Tunis.  He  fiirther 
added  that  the  Minister  of  Portugal  here  had  received  ultimate 
instructions  from  hb  Court,  and  that  probably  that  treaty  might 
be  concluded  in  die  space  of  three  weeks  were  we  all  on  the  spot 
together.     He  therefore  pressed  me  to  come  Over  immediately. 

The  ftrst  of  these  objects  had  some  weight  on  my  mind,  because, 
as  we  had  sent  no  person  to  Tripoli  or  Tunis,  I  thought  if  we  could 
meet  a  Minister  from  them  on  this  ground,  our  arrangements  would 
be  settled  much  sooner  and  at  less  expense.  But  what  principally 
decided  with  me  was  the  desire  of  bringing  matters  to  a  conclusion 
with  Portugal  before  the  term  of  our  commission  should  expire,  or 
any  new  turn  in  the  negotiations  of  France  and  England  should 
abate  their  willingness  to  fix  a  connexion  with  us. 

A  third  motive  had  also  its  weight.  I  hoped  that  my  attendance 
h^fe,  and  the  necessity  o!  sbcvtening  it,  moght  J)e  made  use  of  to 
force  a  decisive  answer  from  tbk  Court. 

I  therefore  concluded  to  comply  with  Mr.  Adams's  request. 
'  I  went  immediately  to  Versailles,  and  apprised  the  Count  de 
Vergennes  that  circumstances  of  public  duty  called  me  hither  for 
three  or  four  weeks,  arranged  with  him  some  matters,  and  set  out 
with  Colonel  Smith  for  this  place,  where  we  arrived  last  night, 
which  was  as  early  as  the  excessive  rigor  of  the  weather  peamitted. 
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I  saw  Mr.  Adams  immediately,  and  again  to-day.  He  informs 
me  that  the  Minister  of  Portugal  was  taken  ill  five  or  six  days 
ago,  has  been  very  much  so,  but  is  now  somewhat  better. 

It  would  be  very  mortifying,  indeed,  should  this  accident,  with 
the  shortness  of  the  term  to  which  I  limit  my  stay  here,  defeat  what 
was  the  principal  object  of  my  journey,  and  that  without  which  I 
should  hardly  have  undertaken  it.  With  respect  to  this  country,  I 
had  no  doubt  but  that  every  consideration  had  been  urged  by  Mr. 
Adams  which  was  proper  to  be  urged. 

Nothing  remains  undone  in  this  way.  But  we  shall  avail  our- 
selves of  my  journey  here,  as  if  made  on  purpose  just  before  the 
expiration  of  our  commission,  to  form  our  report  to  Congress  on 
the  executicm  of  that  commission,  which  report  they  may  be  given 
to  know  cannot  be  formed  without  decbive  information  of  the 
ultimate  determination  of  their  Court. 

There  is  no  doubt  what  that  determmation  will  be ;  but  it  will 
be  useful  to  have  it,  as  it  may  put  an  end  to  all  further  expectations 
on  our  side  the  water,  and  shew  that  the  time  is  come  for  doing 
whatever  is  to  be  done  by  us  for  counteracting  the  unjust  and  greedy 
designs  of  this  country. 

We  shall  have  the  honor,  before  I  leave  this  place,  to  inform  you 
of  the  result  of  the  several  matters  which  have  brought  me  to  it. 

A  day  or  two  before  my  departure  from  Paris,  I  received  your 
letter  of  January  .  The  question  therein  proposed — "  How  far 
France  considers  herself  as  bound  to  insist  on  the  delivery  of  the 
posts  ?" — ^would  infallibly  produce  another :  How  far  we  consider 
ourselves  as  guarantees  of  their  American  possessions,  and  bound  to 
enter  into  any  future  war  in  which  these  may  be  attacked  ? 

The  words  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  seem  to  be  without  ambiguity 
on  either  head.  Yet  I  should  be  afraid  to  commit  Congress  by 
answering  without  authority. 

I  will  endeavor  on  my  return  to  sound  the  opinion  of  the  Minister, 
if  possible,  without  exposing  myself  to  the  other  question.  Should 
anything  forcible  be  meditated  on  those  posts  it  would  possibly  be 
thought  prudent  previously  to  ask  the  good  offices  of  France,  to  obtain 
their  delivery. 

In  this  case  they  would  probably  say  we  must  first  execute  the 
treaty  on  our  part,  by  repealing  all  acts  which  have  contravened  it. 

Now  this  measure,  if  there  be  any  candor  in  the  Court  of  London, 
Vol.  I.-*-46 
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would  suflice  to  obtain  a  delivery  of  the  posts  from  tbem  without  the 
mediation  of  any  third  Power. 

However,  if  thb  mediation  should  be  finally  needed,  I  see  no 
reason  to  doubt  our  obtaining  it,  and  still  less  to  question  its  omnipo- 
tent influence  on  the  British  Court. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH:  JEFFERSON. 

o    ■ 

FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JEFTERSON. 

New  York,  Jane  16, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you  of  the  14th  ultimo,  I  have  been  honored  with 
yours  of  the  2d  January,  and  5th  and  12th  of  March  last.  I  have 
also  received  a  joint  letter  from  you  and  Mr.  Adams,  of  28th  March. 
All  of  ihem  have  been  laid  before  Congress,  who  as  yet  have  not 
given  me  any  orders  respecting  the  contents  of  either. 

The  first  of  these  letters,  viz :  that  of  2d  January,  strikes  me  as 
very  interesting.  I  always  wished,  and  that  very  sincerely,  that  aa 
the  return  of  peace,  France  might  derive  essential  advantages  firom 
our  commerce.  I  regret  that  thb  has  not  been  the  case,  and  thai  the 
causes  which  occasioned  the  disappointment,  have  not  sooner  been 
investigated  and  removed.  In  my  opinion,  you  have  done  it 
candidly  and  ably ;  and  it  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  hear  that 
France  has  so  regulated  her  commerce,  as  that  the  people  of  this 
country  may  indulge  their  desire  of  giving  the  productions  of  this 
country  in  exchange  for  those  of  that.  There  is  certainly  much 
wisdom  and  knowledge  in  France,  but  the  interests  of  commerce  do 
not  appear  to  be  as  well  understood  in  that  country  as  in  England. 
However  the  system  of  farming  and  monopoly  may  comport  with  the 
views  of  Government  in  some  pdnts,  the  experience  of  ages  bears 
testimony  to  the  injuries  they  have  done  to  commerce.  Govern- 
ments, however,  like  individuals,  sometimes  become  too  strongly 
attached,  by  long  continued  habit,  even  to  what  daily  does  them 
barm,  ^o  that  we  may  apply  to  errors  in  politics,  what  was  wisely 
remarked  of  errors  in  morals :  it  is  hard  for  those  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  do  evil  to  learn  to  do  well.  When  I  was  in  France,  I 
heard  that  system  censured  by  almost  every  gentleman  whom  I 
heard  speak  of  it,  and  yet  it  seems  so  firmly  fixed,  perhaps  by  golden 
rivets,  even  on  sovereignty  itself,  as  that  the  speedy  destruction  of 
it  seems  rather  to  be  wished  for  than  expected. 
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I  herewith  send  copies  of  several  letters  respecting  Mr.  Gallatin, 
which  will  enable  you  to  assure  hb  friends  of  his  being  alive,  and 
probably  doing  welL 

I  am  impatient  to  receive  the  orders  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of 
your  negotiation  with  the  Barbary  Powers.  As  yet  that  business 
remains  under  consideration.  As  to  further  loans,  I  have  long 
thought  that  they  should  be  preceded  by  proper  arrangements  for 
the  payment  of  mterest  and  principal,  so  that  die  public  faidi  may 
be  punctually  kept.  National  character  depends  upcui  it,  and  I,  for 
my  part,  think  national  character  b  of  more  imp<^tance  than  even 
peace  with  those  pirates. 

Your  reasons  for  going  to  England  appear  to  me  as  they  did  to 
you,  cogent  and  conclusive,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  that  good  will 
result  4h>m  it,  although,  perhaps,  not  all  that  might  have  been 
expected.  The  afiair  of  our  posts  b  a  serious  busmess,  and  the 
more  so  as  in  my  opinion  Britdn  has  too  much  reason  on  her  side* 
They  who  ask  equity  should  do  it. 

You  will  also  receive  with  this  letter  some  of  our  late  papers,  and 
I  shall  take  the  first  good  opportunity  that  may  offer  to  write  to  you 
more  particularly  and  explicitly  on  several  subjects. 

With  great  and  sincere  esteem  and  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 
— — o 

TBOM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN   JAT. 

London,  April  23, 1786. 

Sh-, 

In  another  letter  of  this  day,  I  stated  to  you  what  had.  passed  with 
public  characters  since  my  arrival  here.  Conversations  with  private 
individuals,  I  thought  it  best  not  to  mingle  with  the  contents  of  that 
letter. 

Yet  as  some  have  taken  place  which  relate  to  matters  within  our 
instructions,  and  with  persons  whose  opinions  deserve  to  have  some 
weight,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  stating  them.  Li  a  conversation 
with  an  ancient  and  respectable  merchant  of  this  place,  such  a  view 
of  the  true  state  of  the  commercial  connexion  of  America  and  Great 
Britain  was  presented  to  him,  as  induced  him  to  acknowledge  they 
had  been  mistaken  in  their  opinions,  and  to  ask  that  Mr.  Adams  and 
myself  would  permit  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  American 
meicbantB  to  caU  cd  us.  r^         i 
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He  observed  that  the  same  person  happened  to  be,  also,  chairman 
of  the  committee  of  the  whole  body  of  British  merchants,  and  that 
such  was  the  respect  paid  to  his  person  and  office,  that  we  .might 
consider  what  came  from  him  as  coming  from  the  committees  them- 
selves. He  called  on  us  at  an  appointed  hour.  It  was  a  Mr. 
Duncan  Campbell,  formerly  much  concerned  in  the  American  trade. 
We  entered  on  the  subject  of  the  non-execution  of  the  late  treaty  of 
peace  alleged  on  both  sides.  We  observed  that  the  refusal  to  deliver 
the  western  posts,  and  the  withdrawing  American  property,  contrary 
to  express  stipulation,  having  preceded  what  we  considered  as 
breaches  on  our  part,  were  to  be  considered  as  the  causes  of  our 
proceedings.  The  obstructions  thrown  by  our  Legislatures  m  the 
way  of  the  recovery  of  their  debts  was  insisted  on  by  him.  We 
observed  to  him  that  the  great  amount  of  the  debt  bom  America  to 
Great  Britain,  and  the  little  circulating  coin  in  the  former  country, 
rendered  an  immediate  payment  impossible.  That  time  was  neces- 
sary; that  we  had  been  authorized  to  enter  into  explanatory 
airangements  on  this  subject ;  that  we  had  made  overtures  for  the 
purpose,  which  had  not  been  attended  to ;  and  that  the  States  had 
therefore  been  obliged  to  modify  the  article  for  themselves.  He 
acknowledged  the  impossibility  of  immediate  payment,  the  propriety 
of  an  explanatory  convention,  and  diat  they  were  disposed  to  allow 
a  reasonable  time*  We  mentioned  the  term  of  five  years,  including 
the  present,  but  that  judgments  might  be  allowed  immediately,  only 
dividing  the  execution  into  equal  and  annual  parts,  so  that  the  last 
should  be  levied  by  the  close  of  the  year  1790.  This  seemed  to  be 
quite  agreeable  to  him,  and  to  be  as  short  a  term  as  would  be  insisted 
on  by  them.  Proceeding  to  the  sum  to  be  demanded,  we  agreed 
that  the  principal,  with  the  interest  incurring  before  and  after  the 
war,  should  be  paid,  but  as  to  that  incurring  during  the  war,  we 
differed  from  him.  He  urged  its  justice  with  respect  to  themselves, 
who  had  laid  out^  of  the  use  of  their  money  during  that  period.  This 
was  his  only  topic.  We  opposed  to  it  all  those  which  circumstances, 
both  public  and  private,  gave  rise  to.  He  appeared  to  feel  their 
weight,  but  said  the  renunciation  of  this  interest  was  a  bitter  pill,  and 
such  a  one  as  the  merchants  here  could  not  swallow.  He  wished 
that  no  declaration  should  be  made  as  to  this  article,  but  we  observed 
that  if  we  entered  into  explanatory  declarations  of  the  points  unfa- 
vorable to  us,  we  should  expect,  as  a  consideration  for  this, 
corresponding  declarations  oa  the  parts  m  pur  favor.    In  fact,  we 
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supposed  his  view  to  be  to  leave  this  part  of  the  interest  to  stand  on 
the  generaj  expressions  of  the  treaty,  that  they  might  avail  them- 
selves in  individual  cases  of  the  favorable  dispositions  of  debtors  or 
of  juries. 

We  proceeded  to  the  necessity  of  arrangements  of  our  future 
commerce,  were  it  only  as  a  means  of  enabling  our  country  to  pay 
its  debts.  That  they  had  been  contracted  while  certain  modes  of 
remittance  had  existed  here,  and  had  been  an  inducement  to  us  to 
contract  these  debts.  He  said  he  was  not  authorized  to  speak  on 
the  subject  of  the  iuture  commerce. 

He  appeared  really  and  feelingly  anxious  that  arrangements  should 
be  stipulated  as  to  the  payment  of  the  old  debts ;  said  he  would 
proceed  at  that  moment  to  Lord  Carmarthen's  and  discuss  the  subject 
with  him,  and  that  we  might  expect  to  hear  fnxn  him.  He  took 
leave,  and  we  never  since  have  heard  jfrom  him  or  any  other  person 
on  the  subject. 

Congress  will  judge  how  far  these  conversations  should  influence 
their  future  proceedings  or  those  of  the  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOKAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

London,  April  23, 1786. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  March  12th  I  had  the  honor  of  explaming  to  you 
the  motives  which  had  brought  me  to  this  place.  A  jomt  letter  from 
Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  sent  by  the  last  packet,  informed  you  of  the 
result  of  our  c(Hiferences  with  the  Tripoline  Minister. 

The  conferences  with  the  Minister  of  Portugal  have  been  drawn 
to  a  greater  length  than  I  expected;  however,  everything  is  now 
agreed,  and  the  treaty  will  be  ready  for  signature  the  day  after  to- 
morrow. I  shall  set  out  for  Paris  die  same  day.  With  this  country 
nothing  is  done ;  and  that  nothing  is  intended  to  be  done  on  their 
part  admits  not  the  smallest  doubt.  The  nation  is  against  any  change 
of  measures.  The  Ministers  are  against  it,  some  from  principle, 
others  from  subserviency,  and  the  King  more  than  all  men  is  against 
it.  If  we  take  a  retrospect  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  reign, 
we  observe,  that  amidst  all  the  changes  of  Ministry  no  change  of 
measures  with  respect  to  America  ever  took  place,  excepting  only  at 
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die  moment  6[  the  peace,  and  the  Minister  of  that  moment  was 
immediately  removed. 

Judging  of  the  future  by  the  past,  I  do  not  expect  a  change  of 
disposition  during  the  present  reign,  which  bids  fair  to  be  a  long  one^ 
as  the  King  b  healthy  and  temperate.  That  he  is  peisevering  we 
know.  If  he  ever  changes  tus  plan,  it  will  be  in  consequence  of 
events  which  neither  himself  nor  his  Ministers  at  present  place  among 
those  which  are  probable.  Even  the  opposition  dare  not  op^a 
their  lips  in  &vor  of  a  connexion  with  us,  so  unpopular  would  be 
the  topic. 

It  is  not  diat  they  think  our  comm«x^  unimportant  to  them.  I 
find  that  the  merchants  have  set  sufficient  value  on  it;  but  that  they 
are  sure  of  keeping  it  on  their  own  terms.  No  better  proof  can  be 
shewn  of  the  security  in  which  the  Ministers  diink  th^nselves  on 
this  head  than  that  they  have  not  thought  it  worth  wlule  to  give  us  a 
conference  on  the  subject,  though  on  my  arrival  we  ^diilMted  to 
them  om  commission,  (4)served  to  them  that  it  would  expire  (m  the 
12th  of  the  next  month,  and  that  I  had  come  over  on  purpose  to  se» 
if  any  arrangements  could  be  made  before  that  time.  Of  two  months 
which  then  remained  six  weeks  have  elapsed  without  one  scrap  of  a 
pen  or  one  word  from  a  Minister,  except  a  vague  proposition  at  an 
accidental  meetbg.  We  avdled  ourselves  even  of  that  to  make 
another  essay  to  extort  some  sort  of  declaration  from  the  Court,  but 
their  silence  is  invincible.  But  of  all  this,  as  well  as  of  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  negotiation  with  Portugal,  information  will  be  given 
you  by  a  joint  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  and  mjseit 

The  moment  is  certainly  arrived,  when  liie  plan  of  this  Couit 
being  out  of  all  doubt.  Congress  and  the  States  may  decide  what 
their  own  measures  should  be. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  spoke  of  you  in  very  friendly  terms, 
and  desired  me  to  present  bis  r^pects  to  you  in  the  first  letter  I 
should  write. 

He  is  thoroughly  sensible  of  the  folly  of  the  preset  measures  of 
this  country,  as  are  a  few  other  characters  about  him.  Dr.  Price  is 
among  these,  and  is  particularly  disturbed  at  the  present  prospects. 
He  acknowledges,  however,  that  all  change  is  desperate,  which 
weighs  the  more,  as  he  b  btimate  with  Mr.  Pitt. 

This  small  band  of  friends,  favorable  as  it  is,  does  not  pretend  to 
say  one  word  in  public  on  our  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.^  TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  J£Fri;RSON. 

New  York,  Julf  14, 1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  of  the  16th  ultimo,  I  have  been  honored 
with  your  letter  of  23d,  and  a  joint  one  from  you  and  Mr,  Adams, 
of  25th  April. 

Considering  the  importance  of  our  commerce  with  Portugal,  it 
gives  me  pleasure  to  learn  that  a  treaty  with  that  kingdom  was  nearly 
concluded.  Until  our  affiurs  shall  be  more  perfectly  arranged,  we 
shall  treat  under  disadvantages,  and  therefore  I  am  not  surprised  that 
our  negotiations  with  Britain  and  Barbary  are  unpromising.  To  be 
respectable  abroad  it  is  nec^sary  to  be  so  at  home,  and  that  will 
not  be  the  ca3e  until  our  public  faith  acquires  more  confidence  and 
our  Government  more  strength. 

When,  or  how,  these  great  objects  will  be  attained  can  scarcely 
be  conjectured.  An  uneasiness  prevails  through  the  country,  and 
may  produce,  ev^atuallyj  the  desired  reformation,  and  it  may  also 
produce  untoward  events.  Time  alone  can  decide  this  and  many 
other  doubts.  For  nations  like  individuals  are  more  firequently 
guided  by  circumstances  than  circumstances  by  them. 

I  am  not  chaiged  to  communicate  to  you  any  instructions,  though 
I  have  reason  to  think  that  some  will  be  ready  by  the  time  the  next 
packet  will  sail.  Nor  have  I  any  very  interesting  intelligence  to 
transmit.  The  British  Government  at  New  Brunswick  have  lately 
given  uneasiness  to  Massachusetts  by  extending  their  jurisdiction 
farther  than  the  treaty  will  warrant.  And  from  the  present  state  of 
our  Indian  affiurs,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  trouble  with  them. 
They  appear  dissatisfied  with  their  late  cessions  to  us,  and  it  is  not 
improbable  that  they  will  give  interruption  to  our  surveyors.  How 
fiur  these  people  may  be  instigated  by  our  neighb(»3  is  not  decided ; 
but  the  asperity  observable  in  the  British  nation  towards  us  creates 
suspicion  that  they  wish  to  see  our  difficulties,  of  every  kind,  increase 
and  accumulate.  Indeed,  I  fear  that  other  European  nations  do  not 
teg^d  us  entirely  without  jealousy*  Tb^re  are  some  little  circum- 
stances which  look  as  if  the  Dutch  regret  our  having  found  the  way 
to  China;  and  that  will,  doubtless,  be  more  or  less  the  case  with 
every  nation  with  whose  commercial  views  we  may  interfere.    I  am 
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happy  in  reflecting  that  there  can  be  but  little  clashmg  of  interests 
between  us  and  France,  and,  therefore,  that  she  will  probably  continue 
disposed  to  wbh  us  well  and  do  us  good,  especially  if  we  honestly 
fulfil  our  pecuniary  engagements  with  her.  These  engagements, 
however,  give  me  much  concern.  Every  principle  and  consideration 
of  honor,  justice,  and  int»*est,  call  upon  us  for  good  faith  and  punc- 
tuality, and  yet  we  are,  unhappily,  so  circumstanced  that  the  moneys 
necessary  for  the  purpose  are  not  provided,  nor  in  such  a  way  of 
bemg  provided  as  they  ought  to  be.  This  is  owing,  not  to  anything 
wrong  in  Congress,  but  to  their  not  possessing  that  power  of  coercbn 
without  which  no  Government  can  possibly  attain  the  most  salutary 
and  constitutional  objects.  Excuses  and  palliations,  and  applicadcms, 
for  more  time,  make  bad  remittances,  and  will  afibrd  no  inducements 
to  our  allies  or  others  to  afibrd  us  similar  aids  on  future  occasions. 

I  send  herewith  a  packet  for  you  fipom  Mr.  Hopkinson,  and  the 
public  papers.  The  letter  will  inform  you  of  the  death  of  General 
Greene ;  this  is  a  serious  loss  to  this  country,  as  well  as  his  family, 
and  is  universally  and  justly  lamented. 

With  great  esteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY, 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFrSRSON  TO  WILLIAM  CABMICHAEL. 

Paris,  May  5, 1786. 

Sir, 
A  visit  of  two  months  to  England  has  been  the  cause  of  your  not 
hearing  iinom  me  during  that  period.  Your  letters  of  February  the 
3d,  to  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  and  of  February  the  4th,  to  me,  had 
come  to  hand  before  my  departure.  While  I  was  in  London,  Mr. 
Adams  received  the  letters  givmg  informadon  of  Mr.  Lamb's  arrival 
at  Algiers.  In  London  we  had  conferences  with  a  Tripoline 
Ambassador,  now  at  that  Court,  named  Abdrahaman.  He  a^ed  us 
thirty  thousand  guineas  for  a  peace  with  his  Court,  and  as  much  for 
Tunis,  for  which  he  said  he  could  answer.  What  we  were  author, 
ized  to  offer  being  to  this  but  as  a  drop  to  a  bucket,  our  conferences 
were  repeated  only  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information.  If  the 
demands  of  Algiers  and  Morocco  should  be  proportioned  to  thb 
according  to  their  superior  power,  it  is  easy  to  foresee  that  the 
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United  States  wUl  not  buy  a  peace  with  money.  What  principally 
led  me  to  England,  was  the  infonnation  that  the  Chevalier  del 
Pinto,  Portuguese  Minister  at  that  Court,  had  received  full  powers 
to  treat  with  us.  I  accordingly  went  there,  and,  in  the  course  of  six 
weeks,  we  arranged  a  conunercial  treaty  between  our  two  countries. 
His  powers  were  only  to  negotiate,  not  to  sign.  And,  as  I  could 
not  wait,  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  signed,  and  the  Chevalier  del  Pinto 
expected  daily  the  arrival  of  powers  to  do  the  same.  The  footing 
on  which  each  has  placed  the  other  is  that  of  the  most  favored 
nation.  We  wish  much  to  have  had  some  privileges  in  their 
American  possessions ;  but  this  was  not  to  be  effected.  The  right 
to  import  flour  into  Portugal,  though  not  conceded  by  the  treaty, 
we  are  not  without  hopes  of  obtaining. 

My  journey  furnished  us  with  occasion  to  renew  our  overtures  to 
the  Court  of  London ;  which  it  was  the  more  important  to  do,  as 
our  powers  to  that  Court  were  to  expire  on  the  12th  of  this  month* 
These  overtures  were  not  attended  to,  and  our  commission  expiring, 
we  made  our  final  report  to  Congress ;  and  I  suppose  this  the  last 
offer  of  friendship  which  will  ever  be  made  on  our  part.  The  treaty 
of  peace  being  unexecuted  on  either  part  in  important  points,  each 
will  now  take  their  own  measures  for  obtaining  execution.  I  think 
the  Kmg,  Ministers,  and  nation,  are  more  bitterly  hostile  to  us  at 
present  than  at  any  period  of  the  late  war.  A  like  disposition  on 
our  part  has  been  rising  for  some  time.  In  what  events  these  things 
will  end,  we  cannot  foresee.  Our  countrymen  are  eager  in  their 
passions  and  enterprises,  and  not  disposed  to  calculate  their  interests 
against  these.  Our  enemies  (for  such  they  are,  in  fact,)  have,  for 
twelve  years  past,  followed  but  one  uniform  rule,  that  of  doing 
exactly  the  contrary  of  what  reason  points  but.  Having  early, 
during  our  contest,  observed  this  in  the  British  conduct,  I  governed 
myself  by  it  in  all  prognostications  of  their  measures ;  and  I  can  ^ 
say,  with  truth,  it  never  failed  me  but  in  the  circumstance  of  their 
making  peace  with  us.  I  have  no  letters  firom  America  of  later  date 
than  the  new  year.  Mr.  Adams  had  to  the  beginning  of  February. 
I  am  in  hopes  our  letters  will  give  a  new  spur  to  the  proposition  for 
investmg  Congress  with  the  regulation  of  our  commerce. 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  a  Baron  Walterstorff,  a  Danish 
gentleman,  whom,  if  you  did  not  already  know,  I  should  take  the 
liberty  of  recommendmg  to  you.     You  were  so  kind  as  to  write  me 
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that  jroa  would  forward  me  a  particular  map,  which  has  not  come  to 
hand.  I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  the  respect  and  este^n  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  tic, 

TH:  JEFFERSON, 
o 

mOM  THOMAS  JKFFEBSON  TO   K.   DUIUB* 

Paris,  Blay  6, 1786. 

Sir, 
Having  been  absent  in  England  for  some  time  past,  your  favors  oi 
February  the  37th,  March  the  28th,  and  April  die  11th,  have  not 
been  acknowledged  so  soon  as  they  should  have  been.  I  am  obliged 
to  you  for  assisting  to  make  me  known  to  the  Rhingrave  de  Salm 
and  the  Marquis  de  la  Coste,  whose  reputations  render  an  acquamt- 
ance  with  them  desirable.  I  have  not  yet  seen  either,  but  expect 
that  honor  from  the  Rhingrave  very  soon.  Your  letters  to  Mr.  Jay 
and  Mr.  Van  Berckel,  received  in  my  absence,  will  be  forwarded  by 
a  gentleman  who  leaves  this  place  for  New  York  within  a  few  days« 
I  sent  the  treaty  with  Prussia  by  a  gentleman  who  sailed  from 
Havre  the  1 1th  of  November.  The  arrivd  of  that  vessel  in  America 
b  not  yet  known  here.  Though  the  time  is  not  long  enough  to 
produce  despair,  it  is  sufficiently  so  to  give  inqiuetude,  lest  it  should 
be  lost.  This  would  be  a  cause  of  much  C(»icem  to  me.  I  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  mention  this  circumstance  to  the  Baron  de  Thulemeier 
as  an  apology  for  his  not  hearing  from  as.  The  last  advices  from 
America  bring  us  nothing  interesting.  A  principal  object  of  my 
journey  to  Lcmdon  was  to  enter  into  commercial  arrangem^its  with 
Portugal-.  This  has  been  done  almost  in  the  precise  terms  of  those 
of  Prussia.  The  Ekiglish  are  still  our  enemies.  The  spirit  existing 
there,  and  rising  in  America,  has  a  very  lowering  aspect.  To  what 
events  it  may  give  birth,  I  cannot  f(»^see.  We  are  young,  and  can 
survive  th^n ;  but  their  rotten  machine  must  crush  und^  the  trial. 
The  animosities  of  Sovereigns  are  temporary,  and  may  be  allayed ; 
but  those  which  seize  the  whole  body  of  a  people— and  of  a  people, 
too,  who  dictate  their  own  measures-*— produce  calamities  of  long 
duration.  I  shall  not  wonder  to  see  the  scenes  of  ancient  Rome  and 
Carthage  renewed  in  our  day ;  and  if  not  pursued  to  the  same  issue, 
it  may  be  because  the  republic  of  modem  Powers  will  not  permit  the 
extinction  of  any  one  of  its  members.  Peace  and  fiiend^p  with 
all  mankind  is  our  wisest  poHcy ;  and  I  wish  we  may  be  permitted 
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to  pursue  it*  But  the  temper  and  toYLj  of  our  enemies  may  not 
leave  this  in  our  choice.  I  am  happy  in  our  prospect  of  friendship 
with  the  most  estimable  Powers  of  Europe,  and  particularly  with 
diose  of  the  Confederacy  of  which  yours  is.  That  your  present 
crisis  may  have  a  happy  issue,  is  the  prayer  and  wish  of  him  who 
has  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Paris,  May  11, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  do  myself  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  letters  which  came  to 
hand  last  night  from  Mr.  Lamb,  Mr.  Carmichael,  and  Mr.  Barclay. 
By  these  you  will  perceive  that  our  peace  is  not  to  be  purchased  at 
Algiers  but  at  a  price  far  beyond  our  powers.  What  that  would  be, 
indeed,  Mr.  Lamb  does  not  say,  nor  probably  does  he  know.  But 
as  he  knew  our  ultimatum  we  are  to  suppose  from  his  letter  that  it 
would  be  a  price  infinitely  beyond  that.  A  refOTence  to  Congress 
hereon  seems  to  be  necessary.  Till  that  can  be  obtained  Mr.  Lamb 
must  be  idle  at  Algiers,  Carthagena,  or  elsewhere.  Would  he  not 
be  better  employed  in  going  to  Congress  ?  They  would  be  able  to 
draw  from  him  and  Mr.  Randall  the  information  necessary  to 
determine  what  they  will  do.  And  if  they  determine  to  negotiate 
they  can  reappoint  the  same,  or  appoint  a  new  negotiator,  according 
to  the  opinion  they  form  on  their  examination.  I  suggest  this  to  you 
as  my  first  thoughts ;  an  ultimate  opinion  should  not  be  formed  till 
we  see  Mr.  Randall,  who  may  be  shortly  expected.  In  the  mean- 
time, should  an  opportunity  occur,  favor  me  with  your  ideas  hereon, 
that  we  may  be  maturing  our  opinions.  I  shall  send  copies  of  these 
three  letters  to  Mr.  Jay  by  the  packet  which  sails  from  L'Orient  the 
first  of  next  month. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFERSON   TO  JOHN  JAY. 

Paria,  May  12, 1786. 
Sir, 

The  last  letters  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  firom  thk  place 

were  of  the  2d  and  27th  of  January ;  those  fix)m  London  were  of 

the  12th  of  March  and  23d  of  April. 
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In  the  month  of  February  the  Baron  de  Blome,  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary at  this  Court  from  Denmark,  infcnrmed  me  diat  he  was 
instructed  by  his  Court  to  give  notice  to  the  Ministers  from  the 
United  States  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with 
them,  that  the  Baron  de  Walterstorff,  formerly  commissioned  by  them 
for  the  same  purpose,  had  received  another  destination,  which  called 
him  to  the  West  Indies ;  that  diey  were  sensible  of  the  advantages 
which  would  arise  to  the  two  countries  from  a  commercial  intercourse ; 
that ,  their  ports  were  accordingly  placed  on  a  very  firm  footing,  as 
they  supposed  ours  to  be  also ;  that  they  supposed  the  comm^ice  on 
each  part  might  be  well  conducted  under  the  actual  arrangements, 
but  that  whenever  any  circumstances  should  arise  which  would  render 
particular  stipulations  more  eligible,  they  would  be  ready  to  concur 
with  the  United  States  in  establishing  them,  being  desirous  of  con- 
tinuing on  the  terms  of  the  strictest  harmony  and  firiendship  with  thenu 

In  my  letter  of  January  27  I  informed  you  of  what  had  passed 
between  the  Imperial  Ambassador  and  Secretary  of  Embassy  and 
myself,  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty  with  their  sovereign. 

The  Ambassador  was  in  hourly  expectations  of  receiving  his  full 
powers  when  I  was  called  to  London.  Though  I  had  received  Mr. 
Adams's  opmion  in  favor  of  our  proceeding  in  the  treaty,  yet  it  was 
neither  his  nor  my  opinion  that  this  object  should  overweigh  those 
which  called  me  to  London. 

A  treaty  with  Portugal  was  more  important,  exclusive  of  what 
was  to  be  done  with  England  and  the  States  of  Barbary. 

On  my  return  to  Paris  the  Secretary  of  Embassy  cdled  on  me  to 
inform  me  die  Ambassador  had  received  his  full  powers  very  soon 
after  my  departure,  and  was  now  ready  to  begin  on  our  arrangements ; 
that  he  was  sensible,  however,  that  these  could  not  be  settled  before 
our  commission  would  expire ;  but  as  he  supposed  Congress  would 
be  willing  to  renew  it,  we  might  proceed  to  confer  together,  leaving 
the  effect  of  our  conferences  to  rest  on  the  event  of  a  renewal  of 
the  commission.  He  asked  also  a  draught  of  our  propositions  as  a 
groundwork  to  proceed  on.  I  met  with  the  Ambassador  a  few  days 
after;  he  said  the  same  things  in  substance,  and  concluded  by  asking 
our  propositions. 

I  gave  him  a  draft,  which  was  a  copy  of  what  we  had  originally 
proposed  to  Denmark,  with  such  alterations  as  had  occurred  and 
been  approved  in  our  negotiations  with  Prussia,  Tuscany,  and 
Portugal. 
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The  enclosed  letters  of  December  9  and  January  18,  from  O'Bryen ; 
of  February  24,  March  13,  20,  23,  27,  31,  April  5  and  10,  from 
Mr.  Barclay ;  of  March  29,  from  Mr.  Lamb ;  and  February  3,  and 
April  13,  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  will  put  you  in  possession  of  my 
latest  intelligence  on  the  afiairs  of  Morocco  and  Algiers.  You  will 
perceive  by  them  that  Mr.  Randall  may  be  daily  expected  here.  K 
the  propositions  to  Algiers  appear  from  hb  account  to  be  as  unhopeful 
as  Mr.  Lamb  seems  to  consider  them,  it  is  not  improbable  that  Mr. 
Adams  and  myself  may  think  that,  instead  of  remammg  at  Cartha- 
gena,  as  Mr.  Lamb  proposes,  it  will  be  better  for  him  to  proceed  to 
Congress  without  occasioning  any  loss  of  time.  Thb  will  offer  the 
two  advantages  of  giving  them  all  the  information  he  may  be  pos- 
sessed of,  and  of  putting  it  in  their  power  to  appoint  any  negotiator 
they  may  think  proper,  should  they  find  negotiation  still  eligible. 
However,  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  shall  have  better  grounds  to  decide 
on  when  we  shall  receive  the  mformation  of  Mr.  Randall. 

Colonel  Humphreys  carried  you  the  Leyden  Grazette  to  the 
beginning  of  April.  I  now  enclose  it  from  that  to  the  present  date, 
together  with  the  Gazette  of  France  from  February  3  to  May  12. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS  JErFERSON. 

Bayonne,  February  24, 1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  your  note  addressed  to  me  at 
Bordeaux,  and  delivered  your  enclosure  agreeable  to  your  directions. 
T^o-morrow  we  shall  set  forward,  and  I  expect  in  about  twelve  days 
to  get  to  Madrid,  from  whence  I  shall  write  to  you,  as  at  present 
there  is  nothmg  better  to  offer  than  a  detail  of  bad  roads  and  inter- 
ruptions. 

I  received  a  letter  yesterday  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  who  wishes  to 
see  us,  a  pleasure  I  have  by  this  day's  post  given  him  reason  to 
expect  as  soon  as  possible.  Mr.  Bondfield  bought  two  hogsheads  of 
Haut  Brienne  wine  for  you,  and  fined  it  before  I  reached  Bordeaux, 
so  he  has  robbed  me  of  any  share  in  the  merit  of  that  purchase. 

I  hope  there  is  not  any  occasion  for  me  to  assure  you  of  the  respect 

and  esteem,  wherewith  I  am,  dear  sir,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 
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FROM  THOMAS  BABCLAJ  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  Biareh  IS,  118S. 
Sir, 

I  have  little  of  coosequeiice  to  communicate  in  this  lett^,  but  I 

shall  give  you  the  trouble  of  a  more  particular  one  before  I  leave  this 

place,  and  then  make  mj  apology  for  the  shortness  of  this.    At 

present,  I  shall  only  say  that  by  appointment  I  am  to  see  the  Count 

de  Florida  Blanca  this  day  week,  and  that  I  have  every  reason  to 

expect  all  the  protection  and  influence  from  hence  that  can  be 

wished.    I  do  not  incline  to  let  this  post  depart,  without  the  assur* 

ance  of  my  being,  with  great  respect  and  esteem,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

Please  forward  the  enclosures  to  Mrs.  Barclay. 


FROM  THIMUS  RARCLAT  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Biadrid,  Marcli  9D,  178C. 
Sir, 

I  wrote  you  a  few  lines,  informmgyoaof  my  arrival,  and  especta- 
tion  of  seeing  the  Count  of  Florida  Blanca  this  day,  agreeably  to  his 
appomtment,  m  consequence  of  which,  Mr.  Carmichael  accompanied 
me  to  the  Pardo,  where  the  Count  resides  at  present,  and  where  we 
were  informed  that  the  Minister  could  not  receive  u&  befixe 
Wednesday  next,  as  he  has  had,  withm  a  few  days,  the  account  of 
the  death  of  his  father.  There  is  nothing  important  in  this  except 
the  delay ;  however,  I  have  thought  proper  to  mention  it  to  you, 
and  as  soon  as  I  can  be  more  particular,  I  will  write  to  you  and  Mr* 
Adams.    In  the  qieantime,  I  remain,  be, 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 

FROM  THOMAS  RARCLAT  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  March  33, 178G. 
Sir, 

I  had  the  pleasure  of  addressing  you  twice  since  my  arrival  h^re, 

and  though  I  had  nothing  worth  the  attention  of  you  or  Mr.  Adams 

to  communicate,  I  thought  you  would  wish  to  know  how  I  am 

employed,  and  to  be  able  to  say  to  him  that  I  have  made  some 

progress  in  my  journey. 
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Yesterday  I  was  introduced  to  the  Count  of  Florida  Blanca  at  the 
Pardo.  He  received  and  treated  me  like  a  man  of  business, 
extremely  well  disposed  to  serve  our  country;  bis  manner  was 
firank  and  easy.  He  said  the  Emperc^r  of  Morocco  proposed  making 
the  King  negotiator  of  the  peace ;  but  that  he  would  inform  the 
Emperor,  it  would  be  better  the  business  should  be  done  in 
Morocco;  and  be  called  inhis^secretary,  and  gave  bim  directions  to 
prepare  the  letters  for  me  i^nst  Saturday  next. 

He  added  that  be  would  propose  to  the  King  to  write  to  the 
Emperor  himself;  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  I  shall  have  the  honor 
of  carrying  this  powerfiil  recommendation. 

We  are  again  to  wait  on  the  Count  of  Florida  Blanca  on  Stmday, 
and  probably  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  write  you  more  partic- 
ularly by  Mcmday's  post. 

I  am,  fcc,  THOS.  BARCLAY. 

Mr.  Lamb  sailed  on  the  11th  for  Barcelona. 


FftOM  THOBLkS  BABCLAY  TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

*'  Madrid,  March  27, 1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  arrived  here  the  10th,  and  expect  to  be  able^to  proceed  to  Cadis 
in  a  few  days.  The  copies  of  three  short  lett^3  which  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Jefferson,  will  place  before  you  our  progress  until  this  day,  when 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving,  through  the  hands  of  Mr.  Carmichael, 
the  King's  letter  to  the  Emperor,  informing  bim  that  it  would  be 
better  the  peace  should  be  made  in  Morocco  than  in  Spain,  and 
recommending  the  object  of  the  mission  to  his  Majesty's  attention. 
The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  has  also  sent  me  letters  to  G^:ieral 
O'Reiley  at  Cadiz,  to  the  Consul  General  of  Spain  at  Morocco,  and 
to  one  of  the  Spanish  Fathers  placed  at  Mequinez  for  die  redemption 
of  captives.  In  short,  I  have  the  greatest  reason  to 'be  pleased  with 
the  part  this  Court  has  taken  m  the  affair,  which  I  think  reflects 
much  honor  on  Mr.  Carmichael's  influence  and  attention. 

To  show  you  at  once  the  state  in  which  I  find  the  business  with 
Morocco  situated  on  my  arrival  here,  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter 
written  by  the  Count  de  F.  Blanca  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  offering  the 
mtervention  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  on  the  idea  of  the  business  being 
done  here,  with  Mr.  Carmichael's  reply ;  and  I  have  now  to  add 
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Aat  I  shall  set  forward  with  the  most  flattering  prospect  of  success, 
hoping  soon  to  be  able  to  give  you  a  satisfactory  account  of  the 
business  bemg  finished.  It  will  not,  perhaps,  be  in  my  powar  to 
write  you  very  often.  There  are  at  this  place  and  at  Victoria 
persons  appointed  to  translate  or  decyi^er  every  suspicious  paper, 
and  firom  them  little  can  escape.  Nothing  new  of  consequence  will 
probably  arise  until  I  reach  Morocco.  K  I  am  able  to  close  the 
treaty  to  my  satisfaction,  I  shall  send  it  to  you  by  land,  and  remain 
in  Africa  or  Spain  until  you  retu|ii  it  with  the  ratification.  And  I 
embrace  this  opportunity  of  (Bering  my  services,  if  you  want  them, 
at  Tunis  and  Tripoli,  where  I  am  certain  this  Court  will,  on  appli- 
cation, give  its  weight  to  the  person  employed  at  those  places.  If 
you  should  think  my  going  further  than  Morocco  necessary,  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible  your  intentions,  diat  I  may  arrange  matters 
accordingly,  and  avail  myself  of  the  disposition  which  this  Court 
shews  to  serve  us.  Please  to  put  your  letters  under  oover  to  Mr. 
Carmichael,  unsealed,  that  he  may  be  at  once  master  of  die  subject. 
Situated  as  we  are,  we  cannot  leave  this  without  being  presented, 
which  will  be  done,  I  expect,  in  a  few  days  by  the  French  Ambas- 
sador, after  which  we  will -continue  our  journey.  But  the  roads  to 
Cadiz  are  in  such  shocking  order,  that  the  gentleman  by  whom  I 
DOW  write  has  been  twenty-four  days  coming  from  thence.  Mr. 
Lamb  purchased  a  vessel  of  about  fifty  tons  at  Barcelona,  and  sailed 
for  Algiers  the  II th,  with  a  wind  capable  of  placing  him  in  pcMt  the 
next  day.  He  went  under  Spanish  colors,  which  I  hope  may 
protect  him,  though  there  is  no  peace  hitherto  signed  between  the 
two  countries.  A  person  is  expected  every  hour  firom  Algiers,  who 
will  be  able  to  give  a  particular  account  of  Mr.  Lamb.  If  I  am  so 
lucky  as  to  see  him,  I  will  transmit  you  what  I  can  learn,  and  Mr. 
Carmichael  will  give  you  all  the  information  he  can  collect. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  fee,  THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS   BARCLAT  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  March  31, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  have  not  anything  of  consequence  to  trouble  you  with  that  is 

not  contained  m  the  enclosed  copy  of  what  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Adams 

the  27th,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you.    We  have  not  yet 
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heard  from  Lamb  since  he  sailed ;  but  I  think  a  few  days  will  bring 
Mr,  Carmichael  some  letters  from  him.  His  busmess  here  was  very- 
public,  and  ours  is  no  secret ;  Don  Gabriel  spoke  of  it  yesterday 
before  several  persons.  He  remarked  that  there  was  not  a  great 
deal  to  be  learned  by  making  such  a  voyage,  and  hoped  we  should 
succeed  in  our  expectations. 

The  only  political  subjects  which  engage  the  attention  of  the 
people  here  are  the  coolness  that  subsists  between  this  Court  and 
that  of  Naples,  and  the  accession  of  Spain  to  the  treaty  with  France 
and  Holland.  It  seems  more  than  probable  that  this  accession  will 
take  place,  notwithstanding  the  vigorous  efforts  to  prevent  it,  and  the 
probable  consequences  will  be  a  treaty  between  Russia,  Denmark, 
and  England.  At  least  there  are  some  appearances  that  such  events 
are  not  impossible.  You  will  excuse  me  for  saying  anything  on 
matters  concerning  which  you  have  probably  much  better  informa- 
tion than  I  can  give  you,  and  believe  me  sincerly,  dear  sir,  your  most 
obedient  humble  servant,  .pjjQg^  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS   BARCLAY  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  April  5, 1786. 

Sir, 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  you  the  31st  of  last  month,  by  a 
gentlenum  going  to  Paris,  and  of  sending  you  a  copy  of  what  I 
wrote  Mr.  Adams  the  27 th.  I  qow,  by  the  Spanbh  courier,  send 
you  copies  of  both  those  letters.  Thb  day  the  Spanish  despatches 
arrived  from  Algiers,  by  which  Mr.  Carmichael,  who  writes  you  by 
thb  opportunity,  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lamb,  with  another  from 
Mr.  Randall,  the  latter  dated  the  26th  of  March.  Mr.  Randall 
writes  that  they  did  not  arrive  at  Algiers  until  the  25th,  when  the 
Dey  refused  them  permission  to  land ;  but,  on  the  representation  of 
the  Count  d'Espilly,  the  Minister  employed  by  thb  Court  to  negotiate 
with  Algiers,  (who  b  an  intimate  acquaiptance  of  Mr.  Carmichael, 
and  to  whom  Mr.  Lamb  and  Mr.  Randall  had  letters  of  introduction,) 
they  were  permitted  to  land,  and  were  received  by  the  French 
Consul  with  great  attention.  The  Count  d'Espilly  had  mentioned 
hb  fears  of  Mr.  Lamb's  success ;  "  As  the  United  States  have  no 
<  treaty  with  the  Porte,  and  that  the  most  that  can  be  expected  will 
'  be  a  truce,  until  Congress  can  send  a  Minbter  to  Constantinople." 

Vol.  L— 47 
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The  Dey's  fleet  is  not  readjr  for  sea,  nor  has  any  steps  been  taken 
towards  fitting  it  out.  Our  people  who  were  carried  into  Alters 
have  behaved  with  the  Xitmost  decorum,  and  were  made  extremely- 
happy  by  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Lamb.  To  the  above  I  have  but  little 
to  add,  but  that  the  truce  between  Spam  and  Alters  expired  with 
the  last  month ;  and  that,  as  there  are  no  preparations  making  by 
the  Dey  to  send  out  the  cruisers,  though  the  season  is  advancing 
fast,  the  probable  consequence  is  that  the  peace  will  be  made  with 
Spain.  In  the  meantime,  the  Count  d'E^pilly  has  demanded  a 
truce  of  another  month.  The  Ministers  from  P(»rtugal  and  Naples 
to  Algiers  are  waiting  at  Carthagena  to  see  the  event  of  the  Spanish 
negotiations.  K  they  are  terminated  to  the  wishes  of  this  Court, 
they  will  proceed  to  Algiers  under  the  sanction  of  Spain ;  and,  in 
that  case,  I  am  certain  Mr.  Lamb  may  be  provided  with  the  same 
recommendations  to  the  Dey  that  were  so  kindly  ^ven  me  to  the 
Emperor. 

i  shall  set  out  for  Cadiz  in  a  few  days.  The  roads  are  very  near 
being  impassable. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c.,  THOS.  BARCLAY. 


rBOM  THOlfAS  BARCLAY    TO  THOICAS  JEFFERSON  AND   JOHN   ADAMS. 

Madrid,  April  10, 1766. 
Gentlemen, 

The  day  before  yesterday  Mr.  Carmichael  received  letters  from 
Algiers  from  Mr.  Lamb,  dated  the  29th  of  last  mondi,  and  from  Mr. 
Randall  the  26th,  which  I  think  a  very  wrong  date,  with  a  postscript, 
fh>m  on  board  a  vessel  m  the  bay  of  Alicant  of  the  1st  instant,  after 
a  passage  of  twenty-six  hours. 

He  cannot  come  on  shore  without  a  permission  from  Court  to 
shorten  his  quarantine,  which  Mr.  Carmichael  has  applied  for,  and 
probably  Mr.  Randall  will  soon  be  at  Paris.  Though  Mr.  Car- 
michael will  write  to  you  on  this  subject,  and  though  I  have  no 
information  from  Africa  but  what  I  derive  bom  him,  I  think  it  a  part 
of  my  duty  to  give  you  the  outlines  of  what  intelligence  I  can  collect, 
though  it  should  prove  a  work  of  supererogation. 

Mr.  Lamb's  letter  is  short  and  obscure,  nor  do  I  understand  the 
whole  of  it.    However,  he  says  <^no  peace  can  be  made  until 
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'  Congress  grant  a  larger  sum  to  pay  for  it,  and  he  will  return  to 
<  Spain  to  wait  for  orders."  Mr,  Randall  says  the  Dey  of  Algiers 
has  refused  to  treat  with  Mr,  Lamb  without  assigning  any  reason  for 
it.  It  does  not  appear  by  either  letter  that  Mr.  Lamb  has  had  any 
audience  of  the  Dey  of  Algiers ;  but  I  shall  think  it  very  strange  if 
he  returns  to  Europe  without  knowing  on  what  terms  a  treaty  may 
be  made.  And  if  I  find  that  to  be  the  case,  unless  I  have  your 
directions  to  the  contrary,  I  shall  hold  myself  justifiable  at  the 
expense  of  some  time  and  money  to  attain  that  knowledge. 

The  removal  of  the  Court,  the  compliance  with  necessary  forms, 
and  the  intervention  of  the  holy  week,  (during  some  days  of  which 
I  need  not  pretend  to  set  forward,)  has  detained  me  some  time  longer 
than  I  expected ;  but  the  delay  can  be  of  no  consequence,  as  the 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca  was  so  condescending  as  to  apprize  the 
Spanish  Consul  at  Morocco  of  my  being  thus  hi  on  my  way. 
Indeed  the  attention  shewn  here  to  the  business  in  which  I  am 
engaged,  far  surpassed  my  warmest  expectations.  It  will  give  me 
great  pleasure  to  receive  a  letter  fix>m  you.  If  an  opportunity  to 
Cadiz  should  ofifer,  please  to  put  it  under  cover  to  Messieurs  Linon 
b  Bellew  of  that  place,  who  will  take  care  of  it. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  &c.,  THOS.  BARCLAY. 

I  wish  what  I  have  put  in  cjrpber  may  be  tolerably  correct,  not 
having  time  to  examine  it. 


FBOM  JOHN  LAUB  TO  THOMAS  JEFF£BSON. 

Algiers,  March  29, 1786. 
Sir, 

This  is  by  Mr.  Randall,  who  will  tell  your  Ebccellency  my  situation 

at  present.     I  am  sure,  by  the  best  information,  the  sum  will  by  no 

means  answer  our  object,  if  the  amount  is  not  greatly  augmented. 

It  is  my  duty  to  advise  to  abandon  the  undertaking,  as  it  will  be 

entirely  in  vain  to  persevere.    It  is  lost  money  the  expenses  that 

arise  on  the  attempt.    The  last  amount  that  I  can  pve,  please  to 

let  me  know.    I  shall  wait  at  Carthagena  for  an  answer.    The 

people  will  cost  for  their  deliverance  at  least  twelve  hundred  hard 

dollars  per  head.    The  number  is  twenty-one.     Your  Excell^cy 

sees  how  feeble  we  are.    I  have  good  reason  to  think  that  peace 
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maybe  made  with  these  people,  but  it  will  cost  a  tour  to  Constan- 
tinople. Much  may  be  done  in  France,  if  they  please  to  forward 
our  peace  here.  If  we  fight  those  people,  five  thirty-six  gun  firigates 
will  be  the  least  (oroe  and  two  large  tenders. 

Your  Excellency  has  some  account  of  the  place  by  Mr.  Randall, 
and  I  shall  endeavor  to  procure  as  much  as  I  can.  I  shall  leaFQ  a 
safety  h^re  for  a  future  coming  to  this  place.  Have  desired  Mr. 
Randall  to  make  all  possible  despatch. 

With  due  respect,  be,  JOHN  LAMB. 


raOM  WILLIAM  CARtflCHAEL  TO   MESSRS.  JOHN   ADAMS  AND  THOMAS 

JEFFEBSON. 

liadrid,  Februaiy  3»  1786. 
Gentlemen, 
On  the  4th  December  last,  Mr.  Lamb  delivered  me  the  letter 
which  your  Exodlency  did  me  the  h<mor  to  address  me,  dated  fiom 
LcMidon  the  1st,  and  from  Paris  the  11th  of  October.  At  the  same 
time  that  gentleman  communicated  to  me  his  instructions,  and  I  all 
the  intelligence  1  had  been  able  to  procure  relative  to  the  negotiation 
between  this  country  and  the  Regency  of  Algiers.  The  Count 
d'Espilly,  whose  fnendship  I  cultivated,  had  returned  to  Algiers 
long  before  Mr.  Lamb's  arrival,  and  a  secretary,  whom  he  had 
despatched  from  that  place  after  his  return,  with  letters  for  the 
Minister,  had  also  set  off  for  Alicant.  From  these  gentlemen  I  had 
obtamed  an  account  of  the  state  of  the  negotiation.  The  principal 
articles  proposed  by  Spain  had  been  agreed  to  by  the  Dey  and  his 
Ministers ;  but  as  the  former  wished  to  mclude  the  Courts  of  Naples 
and  Portugal  m  the  ratification,  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  had 
instructed  the  Count  d'Espilly  to  prevail  on  the  latter  to  admit  and 
receive  Ministers  fiom  these  Courts,  and  was  actually  waiting  the 
answer  from  Al^rs  at  the  period  when  Mr.  Lamb  came  hither.  It 
was  evidoat  to  me  that  should  this  proposition  be  accepted,  of  which 
I  had  no  doubt  with  respect  to  the  first  mentioned  Court,  the  nomina- 
tion and  voyage  of  these  Ministers  would  occasion  delay,  and  until 
the  treaty  between  Spain  and  the  R^ency  should  be  concluded,  I 
had  reason  to  think  that  this  Court  would  not  interfere  directly  m 
our  favor. 
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The  maimer  m  which  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca 
had  explained  his  sentiments  to  me  on  this  subject^  mduced  me  to 
form  this  opinion.  For  as  soon  as  I  knew  the  probable  success  of 
d'EspiUy's  negotiation,  I  insinuated  to  the  Mmister  how  acceptable 
the  good  offices-  of  his  Majesty,  to  acconmiodate  the  States  to  the 
Barbary  Powers,  would  be  to  the  people  at  large  in  America ;  and 
his  Excellency  then  assured  me  that  as  soon  as  their  own  affidrs  were 
arranged  with  Algiers,  his  Catholic  Majesty  would  employ  all  his 
influence  to  accelerate  a  peace  for  the  United  States  with  that  and 
the  other  Barbary  States,  and  authorized  me  to  inform  Congress  of 
the  King's  intentions. 

Having  received  these  assurances  I  engaged  the  Count  d'EIspilly 
to  prepare,  by  ev^  favorable  insinuation,  the  Dey's  Ministers  and 
fiivorites  to  support  any  overture  which  might  be  made  by  the  States, 
which  he  promised  me  to  do ;  and  the  proofs  of  confidence  he  gave 
me  induce  me  to  rely  on  his  promises. 

He  also  engaged  to  give  me  the  eariiest  information  with  respect 
to  the  intentions  of  those  people,  and  since  his  return  has  proved, 
by  his  behaviOT  to  our  captives  and  his  correspondence  with  me,  that 
he  will  avail  himself  of  all  the  means  which  he  can  employ  with 
propriety  to  fulfil  his  promises. 

When  Mr.  Lamb  arrived  the  Royal  family  had  just  come  to  this 
capital  from  the  Escurial,  and  during  their  residence  here  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  have  access  to  the  Minister. 

The  King,  in  a  few  days  after,  went  to  Aranjuez  on  a  hunting 
party,  and  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  accompanied  him,  and  none 
but  the  family  ambassadors  follow  the  Court  on  this  occasion. 

However,  as  I  was  desirous  to  have  a  conference  with  the  Minister 
as  soon  as  possible  on  the  subject  of  your  ExceUency's  letter,  I  wrote 
to  the  Under  Secretary  in  the  Department  of  Foreign  Afi[airs,  charged 
with  the  correspondence  to  the  United  States,  to  know  whether,  if  I 
came  to  Aranjuez,  I  should  hav^  an  opportunity  of  speaking  with 
his  Excellency,  to  whom  I  wished  to  make  a  communicatbn  in 
person  of  some  advice  I  had  received  lately.  No  1  is  a  copy  of  the 
answer  I  received  from  that  gentleman.  On  the  return  of  his 
Majesty  to  this  capital  I  procured  an  audience  firom  the  Minister,  to 
whom  I  communicated  Mr.  Lamb's  arrival  and  the  object  of  his 
mission,  making  use  of  such  arguments  and  insinuations  as  I  thought 
most  likely  to  induce  his  Excellency  to  contribute  to  its  success. 
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I  received  fiom  him  the  strongest  assurances  to  the  same  purport 
as  those  beforementioned ;  at  the  same  time,  howev^,  he  added,  that 
until  he  should  receive  fiirther  advice  from  Algiers  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  take  an  open  part  in  the  negotiation,  and  advised  me  to 
detain  my  countryman  until  the  Count  went  to  the  Pardo,  when  he 
hoped  to  have  it  in  hb  power  to  give  me  a  more  explicit  answer. 
During  thb  audience  I  todc  an  occasion  of  mentioning,  without 
a£S3ctation,  your  Excellency's  sentiments  with  respect  to  his  generous 
interference  in  the  afiair  of  Morocco,  with  which  he  appeared  much 
pleased,  and  told  me  it  should  not  be  his  fault,  nor  did  he  think  it 
would  be  mine,  if  Spain  and  the  United  States  were  not  as  good 
friends  as  they  were  near  neighbors  in  America. 

In  the  same  conversation  he  promised  me  ample  satisfactbn  on  a 
subject  in  which  I  had  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  him ;  and  I 
have  since  received  it,  his  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  6ne  and 
render  incapable  of  servmg  in  the  revenue  the  (jov^mor  of  Laredo, 
on  a  complaint  made  to  me  by  an  American  captain  of  the  unjust 
and  arbitrary  proceeding  of  the  latter.  All  the  officers  employed  in 
this  affair  by  the  (jovemor  have  been  punished. 

I  communicated  to  Messrs.  Lamb  and  Randall  what  passed  on 
thb  occasbn,  and  these  gentlemen  consented  to  wait,  without  reluct- 
ance, here  until  the  period  mentioned  by  the  Mbister. 

Four  days  aft^  the  Court  had  been  fixed  at  the  Pardo  I  again 
waited  on  the  Minbter,  who  received  me  v^  well,  but  on^  explaining 
the  motive  of  my  vbit,  hb  Excellency  declared  to  me  that  it  was 
not  in  his  power  to  be  more  explicit,  as  he  had  not  yet  received  the 
letters  he  expected  from  Algiers ;  that,  until  he  received  the  intelli- 
gence he  expected,  he  could  not  order  the  Count  d'Espilly  to  employ 
the  Ring's  interference  in  our  affiiirs,  repeatmg  his  former  assurances, 
and  hinting  the  obstacles  we  must  expect  to  encounter  m  thb  nego- 
tiation. At  the  same  time  he  observed  to  me  that  we  must  not  be 
discouraged.  He  told  me  that  the  first  objection  made  by  the 
Algerines  would  arise  fix)m  our  not  having  a  treaty  with  the  Grand 
Seignior,  as  thb  circumstance  occasioned  great  difficulties  to  Portugal 
in  the  actual  negotiation.  I  entreated  hb  Excellency  to  pardon  my 
importunity  and  anxiety  on  thb  subject,  as  they  proceeded  as  much 
from  my  wbh  to  cement  an  amicable  intercourse  by  reciprocal  good 
offices  between  the  two  countries  of  Spain  and  America,  as  from  my 
apprehension  that  unless  Mr.  Lamb  should  arrive  at  Algiers  before 
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their  cruisers  were  sent  to  sea,  further  hostilities  on  their  part  might 
render  an  accommodation  still  more  difficult.  I  also  urged  the  nature 
of  Mr.  Lamb's  instructions,  and  the  necessity  of  Congress  being 
early  informed  of  the  disposition  of  the  Regency,  expressing  a  hope 
that,  by  the  time  Mr.  Lamb  could  arrive  at  a  sea-port  and  prepare 
for  his  departure  fix)m  thence,  it  might  be  in  his  Excellency's  power 
to  afford  him  all  the  assistance  necessary  to  ensure  the  success  of  his 
mission. 

To  these  reflections  I  added  the  loss  that  would  accrue  to  Spain 
firom  the  difficulties  to  which  we  should  be  exposed  in  our  intercourse 
with  a  country  whose  produce  found  a  ready  sale  in  America,  and 
fiom  which  country  Spain  could  be  supplied  with  so  many  articles 
that  it  now  takes  fh)m  the  northern  nations  of  Europe,  whose  Con- 
suls, his  Excellency  knew,  did  everything  in  their  power  to  obstruct 
the  peace  which  he  was  endeavoring  to  make  for  the  commercial  and 
political  interests  of  a  country  the  councils  of  which  he  directed. 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  replied  that  he  acquiesced  in  my 
reasons  for  the  departure  of  Mr.  Lamb,  and  repeated  to  me,  and 
authorized  me  to  write  your  Excellencies,  that  ^^  the  day  after  their 
<  awn  affairs  should  be  arranged  with  Algiers,  his  Catholic  Majesty 
^  would  employ  aU  his  influence  to  facilitate  our  accommodations;^^ 
to  which  he  added  many  assurances  of  his  desire  to  give  a  preference 
to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  to  that  which  Spain  at  present 
carried  on  with  the  northern  part  of  Europe,  particularly  with 
Sweden  and  Denmark.  The  freedom  with  which  this  Minister  has 
spoken  to  me  on  several  occasions,  his  sentiments  with  respect  to 
the  northern  Powers,  has  not  less  surprised  than  convmced  me  of 
his  wish  to  dimmish  their  commerce  and  influence  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean. In  the  course  of  this  conversation  he  appealed  to  my  own 
experience  on  the  reliance  that  might  be  placed  on  his  word,  to 
which  I  made  the  proper  answer  and  acknowledgments,  and  con- 
cluded by  asking  passports  and  letters  for  Messrs.  Lamb  and  Randall, 
which  his  Excellency  promised  to  send  me. 

On  my  return  to  this  city  from  the  Pardo  I  received  letters  from 
Algiers,  of  which  Nos.  2  and  3  are  copies.  They  were  brought  by 
a  courier  extraordinary,  and  the  arrival  of  that  courier  induced  me 
to  hope  that  the  Minister  might  have  received  such  information  as 
might  enable  him  to  act  openly  in  our  favor,  although  in  fact  this 
hope  arose  more  from  my  wishes  that  such  might  be»  the  case  than 
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from  the  reasons  which  ought  to  mduce  a  contrary  saitiment,  in 
consequence  of  the  information  I  had  receiyed  with  respect  to  their 
negotiation  previously. 

Your  Elxcellencies  will  easily  conceive  that  the  first  efibrts  <^ 
this  Coiut  must  be  employed  to  procure  a  peace  for  those  nations  to 
which  they  are  allied  by  the  ties  of  family  connexions,  engagements 
to  which  these  connexions  have  given  rise,  and  the  mutual  aids 
which  they  have  received  firom  these  nations  during  their  late  open* 
tions  against  Algiers. 

However,  notwithstanding  these  consideraticHis,  I  took  the  liberty, 
on  remmding  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  of  the 
passports  and  letters  he  had  promised  me,  to  insinuate  my  expecta- 
tions of  being  able  to  obtain  all  that  mi^t  be  necessary  fw  BIr. 
Lamb  on  his  arrival  at  Algiers. 

To  this  application  I  received  a  reply,  of  which  No.  5  is  a  copy ; 
as  also  a  letter  to  the  Count  de  Ces^to,  Captam  Genera]  of  Cata- 
Ionia,  of  which  I  also  annex  a  copy — ^No.  6— as  I  do  of  the  several 
letters  which  I  have  received  from  Algiers  since  the  arrival  of  Messrs. 
Lamb  and  Randall  in  Madrid. 

The  latter  set  off  for  Barcelona  the  dSth  uldmo  in  company  with 
Mr.  Harrison,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  will  have  the  honor  to 
deliver  your  Elxcellencies*  letters  from  me.  Mr.  Lamb  did  not 
leave  this  until  the  1st  instant ;  but  as  he  travds  post,  he  will  arrive 
at  Barcelona  before  the  gentleman  above-mentioned.  I  refer  your 
Excellencies  to  the  account  these  gentlemen  may  render  yoa  of  my 
conduct  in  this  business. 

I  have  procured  bills  for  Mr.  Lamb  at  Barcelona,  for  the  amount 
of  which  he  has  drawn,  agreeably  to  his  instructions. 

I  have  established  a  credit  for  whatever  he  may  choose  to  draw. 
I  have  given  him  letters  to  the  Count  d'Espilly,  and  have  given 
him  all  die  advice  that  I  thought  might  be  usefol  to  him. 

On  his  arrival  at  Algiers  he  will  find  letters  of  introducticMi  to  most 
of  the  Consuls  employed  by  foreign  nations  there,  from  their  Minis- 
ters at  thb  Court. 

I  did  not  choose  to  expose  his  mission  to  those  gentlemen  until 
his  departure  firom  Barcelona  renders  it  public. 

Having  rendered  to  your  Excellencies  an  account  of  my  proceed- 
ings in  consequence  of  the  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honcH*  to 
address  me  hf  Mr.  Lamb,  it  may  be  necessary  to  add  for  your 
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information  and  that  of  Congress,  to  which  body  I  take  the  liberty 
of  requesting  you  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  letter,  that  the  peace 
negotiatmg  at  present  between  this  country  and  the  Regency  of 
Algiers  will  cost  this  country  near  one  million  and  a  half  of  dollars ; 
and  I  beg  leave  to  add  that  my  information  is  so  circumstantial,  and 
derived  from  such  a  source  as  leaves  me  not  the  smallest  reason  to 
doubt  its  authenticity.        , 

Vbe  Dey  of  Algiers  is  now  more  than  eighty  years  old,  and  his 
Ministers  all  press  a  conclusion  of  the  treaty,  m  prder  that  while  they 
are  in  power  they  may  participate  the  presents  made  on  this  occasion. 

The  durability  of  this  peace  is  uncertain,  or  of  any  other  made 
in  the  present  moment  with  these  pirates.  If  I  am  rightly 
informed,  as  soon  as  this  treaty  is  concluded  with  Spain  and  Naples, 
they  mean  to  declare  war  against  Denmark,  the  Yenitians,  and  Dutch. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  inform  you  of  all  I  can  learn  on  these  points, 
because  there  may  be  circumstances  on  which  may  depend  your 
future  instructions  to  Mr.  Lamb,  and  the  measures  which  Congress 
may  think  proper  to  adopt. 

On  the  30th  ultimo  the  convention  was  signed  by  the  Ambassa- 
dors  of  France  and  Portugal,  respecting  tiieir  differences  on  the 
coast  of  Africa. 

As  I  have  not  an  accurate  map  of  that  coast  before  me,  I  refer 
to  a  future  letter  the  limits  accorded  by  the  latter  for  a  free  trade 
to  other  nations.  Mutual  demands  of  indemnification  have  been 
waived  on  each  part  A  mutual  expression  of  good  will,  and  a 
desire  to  be  on  the  best  terms,  will  appear  m  the  articles  of  this 
convention,  in  the  expression  of  which  France  preserves  her 
dignity. 

With  the  highest  sentiments  of  gratitude  for  the  confidence  your 
Excellencies  have  been  pleased  to  accord  me,  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  &£c 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


rnOU  WUiLIAM    CARMICHAEL   to  MESSRS.    ADAMS    AND  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  April  13, 1786. 
Gentiemen, 
I  forward  you  the  enclosed  letter  from   Mr.  Lamb,  for  your 
Excellencies'  information.    That  gentleman  has  also  written  to  me, 
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but  as  I  suppose  he  has  given  Mr.  Jefferson  a  more  ample  and 
satisfactory  detail  of  the  state  of  the  negotiation  than  I  can  compre- 
hend from  his  letter  to  me,  I  do  not  .think  it  necessary  to  forward  a 
copy  of  it.  Mr.  Barclay,  to  whom  I  have  communicated  all  the 
intelligence  I  have  received  on  this  subject,  will  write  your  Excel- 
lencies more  explicitly  than  my  situation  permits  me  to  do.  I 
cannot,  however,  refrain  from  remarking  that  either  Congress  must 
adopt  other  methods  than  the  present  to  make  peace,  or  instantly 
determine  to  protect  their  trade  with  the  southern  parts  of  Europe 
by  a  maritime  force. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


FROM  M.    OTAM£NDI   TO   W.   CABMICHAfiL. 

Translation. 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  have  informed  the  Count  of  your  wish  to  speak  to  him  ^oi 
most  suitable  to  him,  although  it  should  be  necessary  for  you  to 
come  here.  But  his  Excellency  finds  it  impossible  during  your 
stay  here. 

We  are  to  make  a  small  jaunt  of  twenty-eight  leagues  next 
Thursday,  to  see  a  new  road.  Friday  is  a  desperate  day.  I  think 
that  you  had  best  write  to  him  a  line,  requesting  an  interview  at  our 
return,  it  not  being  easy  for  him  to  appoint  a  day  beforehand. 

In  fear  that  you  might  want  the  papers  annexed,  I  would  not 
detain  them.  I  am  very  sensible  of  your  remembrance,  havmg 
the  honor  to  call  myself,  with  the  most  perfect  esteem  and  respect, 
sir,  &c., 

OTAMENDL 

13th  December. 


ENCLOSED   IN  A  LETTER  FROM  WILLIAM  CARBQCHAEL,  WITHOUT 
SIGNATURE   OR  ADDRESS. 

Algiers,  December  15, 1785. 
Sir, 

Count  d'Espilly  is  returned  fix>m^  the  Court  bf  Madrid  since  the 

7th  of  October  last ;  he  was  expected  here  with  so  much  impatience 

that  the  Dey  would  absolutely  see  him  before  he  had  even  time  to 
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go  to  the  French  Consul's  country-house,  where  the  Countess,  his 
lady,  had  remamed  after  his  departure  from  hence,  to  convmce 
the  Dey  of  the  sincerity  of  the  promise  he  had  made  him  of 
retummg. 

It  is  said  he  bad  orders  from  his  Court  to  signify  to  the  Dey  that  all 
the  offers  made  by  Don  Joseph  de  M azzardo  were  absolutely  without 
orders,  and  that  his  Catholic  Majesty  disapproved  them  in  the  fullest 
extent.  The  Count  complained  to  the  Dey  in  the  strongest  terms, 
his  havmg  permitted  the  cruisers  to  sail  until  his  return,  and  it  is, 
doubtless,  this  Prince  assured  him  it  ought  not  to  give  the  Count  the 
least  uneasiness,  as  he  had  threatened  all  the  Rais  in  general,  and 
each  in  particular,  before  their  sailing,  that  he  would  cause  the  first 
of  them  diat  committed  the  least  insult  to  the  Spanish  flag,  or  to  any 
part  of  the  Spanish  coast,  to  be  immediately  strangled,  and,  in  fact, 
the  twelve  embers  that  sailed  on  the  3d  of  October  last  are  all 
returned,  without  giving  Spain  the  least  cause  of  complaint,  notwith- 
standing a  Catalan  bark,  richly  laden,  returning  from  the  West 
Indies,  abandoned  by  her  crew,  fearing  the  truce  agreed  upon  was 
expired,  as  generally  reported  in  Europe,  was  brought  in  here  by 
one  of  the  cruisers,  but  immediately  returned,  without  difficulty,  to 
the  Count,  on  his  first  application.  A  like  accident  happened  to  a 
Yenitian  snow  of  twelve  guns,  also  abandoned  by  her  crew,  under 
the  dread  of  the  Tunisians,  was  picked  up  by  one  of  the  cruisers 
of  this  Regency,  but  lost  on  the  coast  of  Arzeo,  and  which,  most 
probably,  has  saved  the  Venitian  Consul  a  very  disagreeable  refusal, 
as  they  had  already  reported  here  that  this  snow  was  a  Russian. 

The  Dey  promised  the  Count  d'Espilly  that  he  will  not  permit 
any  of  the  cruisers  to  sail  before  the  month  of  March  next  is  expired, 
and  it  is  assured  his  Excellency  has  written  his  Catholic  Majesty  to 
the  same  efl»ct. 

This  Prince  has  also,  within  these  few  days,  returned  to  the  Count 
seven  fusileers,  belonging  to  Oran,  sent  here  by  the  Bey  of  Mascara, 
fbund  by  the  Moors  at  some  distance  fix)m  the  stipulated  limits  of 
that  garrison,  as  this  Regency,  on  the  first  overtures  of  a  peace,  would 
not  agree  that  Oran  should  be  included,  but  which  they  have,  at 
length,  consented  to,  so  that  Oran  remams  without  any  communi- 
cation with  Moors  of  the  Kingdom  of  Algiers,  and  in  the  same 
manner  that  Ceuta  has  been  for  a  long  time  with  the  Moors  of 
Morocco. 
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rROM  COUNT  DE  FLOBIDA  BLANCA. 

Translation. 

Most  excellent  Sir, 
Having  immediately  granted  the  passports  to  Messrs.  Lamb  and 
Randall,  requested  in  a  note  of  22d  of  this  month,  from  Dr.  William 
Carmichael,  the  underwritten,  first  Secretary  of  State,  by  order 
of  his  Majesty,  transmits  a  letter  for  the  Captain  General  of  Cata- 
lonia, to  facilitate  their  passage  to  Algiers,  in  what  may  depend 
upon  him.  And  as  to  their  commission  to  treat  of  peace  between 
the  United  States  and  that  Regency,  the  King  will  not  omit  to 
repeat  the  proofe  of  his  good  will  towards  the  United  States, 
according  to  circumstances  and  their  reciprocal  good  correspond- 
ence. / 

FLORIDA  BLANCA. 

At  the  Purdo,  31st  Ukj,  1786. 

FROM  COUNT  DE  FLORIDA  RLANCA. 

Translation. 

Most  excellent  Sir, 
Messrs.  Lamb  and  Randall,  Americans,  commissioned  by  the 
United  States  to  treat  of  peace  with  that  Regency,  being  about  to 
pass  to  Algiers,  I  recommend  them  to  your  Excellency  by  order  of 
the  King,  that  you  may  facilitate  their  embai^tion  and  do  th^n  any 
services  that  may  depend  on  your  Excellency. 

FLORIDA  BLANCA. 

At  the  Pardo,  3l8t  May,  1786. 

FROM  THOILLS  JXTFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Pari8»  May  S3, 1786. 
Sir, 

The  duty  has  been  imposed  on  me  of  making  the  following 
communication  to  Congress. 

It  is  necessary  for  me  previously  to  observe  that,  though  the 
Government  of  the  United  Netherlands  have  both  an  ordmaiy  and 
extraordinary  Ambassador  here,  yet  the  patriotic  party  now  decisively 
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possessed  ot  all  the  powers  of  goyenunent,  have  sent  hither  a  Rhin- 
grave  de  Salm,  as  possessing  plenary  confidence  to  treat  with  this 
Court  on  some  matters  not  yet  made  known  to  the  public.  His 
character  and  credit  accordingly  are  so  well  known  here,  that  passing 
by  the  regular  Ambassadors,  they  are  actually  in  negotiation  with 
him. 

He  took  occasion  to  speak  with  me  to-day  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Dumas.  After  saying  much  in  his  favor,  he  assured  me  that  Con- 
gress could  not  so  much  oblige  the  patriotic  party  as  by  naming  Mr. 
Dumas  to  their  diplomatic  appointment  at  the  Hague ;  and  further, 
that  should  they  have  any  thing  interesting  to  do  there,  there  was  no 
other  man  who  could  do  it  so  effectually  as  Mr.  Dumas. 

I  wbhed  to  avoid  flattering  his  expectations,  and  therefore  men- 
tioned to  him  the  resolution  of  Congress,  confining  their  diplomatic 
appointments  to  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

He  seemed  to  admit  they  could  not  expect  him  to  be  made 
Minister  Plenipotentiary,  but  asked  if  it  would  not  be  possible  to 
give  him  the  character  of  Resident. 

I  told  him  we  were  in  the  usage  of  appointing  only  one  character 
inferior  to  that  of  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  which  was  that  of  Charge 
d'Affiiires;  that  I  was  far  fix)m  presuming  to  say  that  could  be 
obtained  in  the  present  case ;  but  that  the  other  difficulty  occurred 
to  me  in  that  moment.  I  observed  that  they  had  a  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiary with  Congress,  arid  that  Congress  naming  for  their  Court 
only  a  Charge  d'Afiaires  might  perhaps  be  considered  as  disre- 
spectful, and  might  occasion  the  recall  of  their  Minister.  He  assured 
me  it  would  not ;  nay,  that  it  should  not.  We  are,  continued  he, 
but  a  party,  and  therefore  cannot  make  a  formal  declaration  on  this 
subject,  but  we  know  how  far  we  can  undertake,  and  if  you  please, 
the.  members  of  our  party  shall  go  and  make  a  declaration  privately 
before  the  French  Ambassador  at  our  Court,  that  nothing  amiss  shall 
be  conceived  of  it,  and  that  our  Minister  shall  not  be  afl^ected  by  it. 
I  told  him  this  would  not  be  desired.  He  asked  me  if  I  thought 
Count  de  Vergennes  writing  a  second  letter  on  this  subject  would  be 
of  service.  I  told  him  I  could  not  suppose  a  repetition  of  his  appli- 
cation could  be  material. 

My  object  m  avoidmg  a  second  letter  fix)m  the  Count  de  Ver- 
gennes, as  well  as  the  declaration  before  the  French  Ambassador, 
was  that  embarrassments  might  not  be  multiplied,  if  Congress  should 


Digiti 


ized  by  Google 


750  THOMAS  JEPFERSON-JOHN  JAY. 

not  think  proper  to  comply  with  their  requests.  He  coociuded  by- 
desiring  I  would  urge  this  matter  to  Congress. 

It  seems  certain  that  Mr.  Dumas  has  rendered  himself  very  useful 
to  the  Governments  of  both  France  and  Holland  in  the  late  negotia- 
tions. It  was  natural,  th^efore,  that  these  Govemm^ts  should 
provide  for  him. 

I  know  not  how  it  has  happened  that  we  are  resorted  to  on  the 
occasion,  unless,  perhaps,  it  is  the  particular  wish  of  Mr.  Dumas  to 
receive  thb  species  of  reward. 

Be  thb  as  it  may,  the  reignmg  party  in  the  United  Netherlands, 
and  the  Government  of  this  country,  commit  themselves  on  this 
application,  and  it  becomes  a  matter  of  calculation,  in  which  thdr 
favor,  and  the  occasions  we  may  have  fcH*  it,  are  to  be  weighed 
against  the  sacrifices  the  present  applications  call  ibr. 

To  pronounce  on  this  would  be  beyond  my  province,  which  is 
merely  that  of  being  the  channel  of  communication.  This  bdng 
desired  in  form,  I  supposed  it  my  duty  to  comply  with. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  May  2S,  1786. 
Sir, 

Letters  received  both  from  Madrid  and  Algiers,  while  I  was  in 
London,  having  suggested  that  treaties  with  the  States  of  Barbary 
would  be  much  facilitated  by  a  previous  one  with  the  Ottoman  Porte, 
it  was  agreed  between  Mr.  Adams  and  myself,  that  on  my  return  I 
should  consult  on  this  subject  the  Count  de  Vergennes,  whose  long 
residence  at  Constantinople  rendered  him .  the  best  judge  of  its 
expediency. 

Various  circumstances  have  put  it  out  of  my  power  to  consult 
him  till  to-day. 

I  stated  to  him  the  difficulties  we  were  likely  to  meet  with  at 
Algiers,  and  asked  his  opinion  what  would  be  the  probable  expense 
of  a  diplomatic  mission  to  Constantinople,  and  what  its  effect  at 
Algiers. 

He  said  that  the  expense  would  be  very  great,  for  that  presents 
must  be  made  at  that  Court,  and  every  one  would  be  gaping-  after 
them ;  and  that  it  would  not  procure  us  a  peace  at  Algiers  one 
penny  the  cheaper.     He  observed  that  the  Barbary  States  acknowl- 
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edged  a  sort  of  vassalage  to  the  Porte,  and  availed  themselves 
of  that  relation  when  anything  was  to  be  gained  by  it ;  but  that 
whenever  it  subjected  them  to  a  demand  from  the  Porte,  they  totally 
disregarded  it ;  that  money  was  the  sole  agent  at  Algiers,  except  so 
far  as  fear  could  be  induced  also.  He  cited  the  present  example  of 
Spain,  which,  though  having  a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  would  probably 
be  obliged  to  buy  a  peace  at  Algiers  at  the  expense  of  upwards  of 
six  millions  of  livres. 

I  told  him  we  had  calculated,  from  the  demands  and  information 
of  the  Tripoline  Ambassador  at  London,  that  to  make  peace  with 
the  four  Barbary  States,  would  cost  us  between  two  and  three 
hundred  thousand  guineas  if  bought  with  money.  The  sum  did  not 
seem  to  exceed  his  expectations. 

I  mentioned  to  him  that-  considering  the  uncertainty  of  a  peace 
when  bought,  perhaps  Congress  might  think  it  more  eligible  to 
establish  a  cruise  of  frigates  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  even  to 
blockade  Algiers.  He  supposed  it  would  require  ten  vessels  great 
and  small.  I  observed  to  him  that  Monsieur  de  Massi&c  had  formerly 
done  it  with  five.  He  said  it  was  true,  but  that  vessels  of  relief 
would  be  necessary.  I  hinted  to  him  that  I  thought  the  English 
capable  of  administering  aid  to  the  Algerines.  He  seemed  to  think 
it  impossible  on  account  of  the  scandal  it  would  bring  on  them.  I 
asked  him  what  had  occasioned  the  blockade  by  M.  de  Massiac. 
He  said  an  infraction  of  then*  treaty  by  the  Algerines. 

I  bad  a  good  deal  of  conversation  with  him  also  on  the  situation  of 
afiairs  between  England  and  the  United  States,  and  particularly  on 
their  refusal  to  deliver  up  our  posts. 

I  observed  to  him  that  the  obstructions  thrown  in  the  way  of  the 
recovery  of  their  debts,  were  the  effect  and  not  the  cause,  as  they 
pretended,  of  their  refusal  to  deliver  up  the  posts.  That  the  mer- 
chants interested  in  these  debts  shewed  a  great  disposition  to  make 
arrangements  with  us.  That  the  article  of  time  we  could  certainly 
have  settled,  and  probably  that  of  the  interest  during  the  war.  But 
that  the  Minister  shewing  no  disposition  to  have  these  matters 
arranged,  I  thought  it  a  sufBcient  proof  that  this  was  not  the  true 
cause  of  their  detaining  the  posts.  He  concurred  as  to  the  justice  of 
our  requiring  time  for  the  payment  of  our  debts,  sadd  nothing  which 
shewed  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  article  of  interest,  and 
seemed  to  believe  fully  their  object  was  to  divert  the  channel  of  the 
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fiir  trade  before  they  delivered  up  the  posts,  and  expressed  a  stiODg 
sense  of  the  importance  of  that  commerce  to  us. 

I  told  him  I  really  could  not  foresee  what  would  be  the  event  of 
this  detenticHiy  that  the  situation  of  the  British  funds  and  desire  of 
their  Minister  to  begin  to  reduce  the  national  debt,  seemed  to  indicate 
that  they  could  not  wish  a  war.  He  thought  so,  but  that  neither 
were  we  in  a  condition  to  go  to  war. 

I  told  him  I  was  uninformed  what  Congress  proposed  to  do  on 
this  subject ;  but  that  we  should  certainly  always  count  on  the  good 
oflices  of  France,  and  I  was  sure  that  the  offer  of  them  would  suffice 
to-  induce  Great  Britain  to  do  us  justice.  He  said  that  surely  we 
might  always  count  on  the  friendship  of  France.  I  added,  that  by 
the  treaty  of  alliance,  she  was  bound  to  guaranty  our  limits  to  us, 
as  they  should  be  established  at  the  moment  of  peace.  He  said 
they  were  so,  matt  qu^il  nous  ttoit  necesioire  de  les  coMtater.  I 
told  him  there  was  no  question  what  our  boundaries  were ;  that  the 
English  themselves  admitted  they  were  clear  beyond  all  questkni. 

I  feared,  however,  to  press  this  any  fiirth^r,  lest  a  reciprocal 
question  should  be  put  to  me,  and,  therefore,  diverted  the  conversa- 
tion to  another  object. 

This  is  a  sk^ch  only  of  a  c(»iference  which  was  lengthy.  I  have 
endeavored  to  give  the  substance,  and  sometimes  the  expressions, 
where  they  were  matmal. 

I  suppose  it  would  be  agreeable  to  Congress  to  have  it  communi- 
cated to  them  in  the  present  undecided  state  in  which  these  subjects  are. 

I  should  add,  that  an  explanation  of  the  transaction  of  Monsieur 
de  Massi&c  with  the  Algerines,  before  hmted  at,  will  be  found  in  the 
enclosed  letter  from  the  Count  d'Estaing  to  me,  wherem  he  gives  also 
his  own  opinion.  The  whole  is  submitted  to  Congress,  as  I  conceive 
it  my  duty  to  furnish  them  with  whatever  information  I  can  gather, 
which  may  throw  any  light  on  the  subjects  dependbg  before  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

FROM   COUNT   d'eSTAINO  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Porifl,  May  17, 1786. 
Sir, 

In  giving  you  an  accoimt  of  an  opinion  of  Mr.  Massiac,  and  which 

absolutely  corresponds  with  my  own,  I  cannot  too  much  observe 
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how  great  a  difference  may  take  place  in  the  course  of  for^  years 
between  the  means  which  be  required  and  those  which  political 
circumstances,  that  I  cannot  ascertain,  may  exact. 

This  Secretary  of  State,  afterwards  Vice- Admiral,  had  the  modesty 
when  a  Captain  to  propose  a  means  for  the  reduction  of  Algiers,  less 
brilliant  for  himself,  but  more  sure  and  economical  than  the  one 
,  Government  was  about  to  adopt.  They  wanted  him  to  undertake  a 
bombardment.  He  proposed  a  simple  blockade.  AH  the  force  he 
required  was  a  single  line  of  battle  ship,  two  strong  frigates,  and 
two  sloops  of  war. 

I  am  convinced  that  by  blockading  up  Algiers,  cross  apcboring, 
and  with  a  long  range,  that  is  to  say,  with  several  cables  spliced  to 
each  other,  and  with  iron  chains,  one  might,  if  necessary,  always 
remain  there ;  and  there  is  no  barbarian  Power  thus  confined  which 
would  not  soon  sue  for  peace. 

During  the  war  before  last,  the  English  remained,  even  in  winter, 
at  anchor  before  Morbian,  on  the  coast  of  Brittany,  which  is  a  much 
more  dangerous  coast. 

Eicpeditious  preparation  for  sailing  of  the  vessels  which  form  the 
blockade,  which  should  be  of  a  sufficient  number  to  prevent  any  thing 
from  entering  or  going  out,  while  the  rest  remain  at  their  stations, 
the  choice  of  these  stations,  skilful  manoeuvres,  strict  watch  during 
the  night,  every  precaution  against  the  element  which  a  seaman 
ought  to  be  acquainted  with ;  also  against  the  enemy,  to  prevent  the 
sudden  attack  of  boats,  and  to  repel  them  in  case  they  should  make 
an  attack,  bastingages  prepared  for  the  purpose,  frequent  refresh- 
ments for  the  crews,  relieving  the  men,  an  unshaken  constancy  and 
exactness  in  the  service,  are  the  means  which,  in  my  opinion,  would 
render  the  event  mdubitable. 

Bombardments  are  but  transitory.  It  is,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself,  like  breaking  glass  windows  with  guineas.  None  have 
produced  the  desired  effect  against  the  barbarians.  Even  an  imper- 
fect blockade,  were  oine  to  have  the  patience  aiiid  courage  to  persist 
therem,  would  occasion  a  perpetual  evil,  it  would  be  insupportable 
in  the  ^ong  run ;  to  obtain  the  end  proposed,  no  advantage  ought  to 
be  lost.  If  several  Powers  would  come  to  a  good  understandings 
and  pursue  a  plan  formed  on  the  principles  of  humanity ;  if  they 
were  not  counteracted  by  others,  it  would  require  but  a  few  year^  to 
compel  the  barbarians  to  cease  being  pirates,  they  would  become 
Vol.  L— 48 
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merchants  in  spite  of  themselves.  It  is  needless  to  observe,  that  die 
unsuccessful  attempts  of  Spain  and  those  under  which  the  Republic 
of  Venice,  perhaps,  hides  other  views,  have  increased  the  strength 
as  well  as  the  self-love  of  all  the  barbarians.  We  are  assured  that 
the  Algmines  have  fitted  out  merchantmen  with  heav7  cannon. 
This  would  render  it  necessary  to  blockade  the  place  with  two  ships 
of  the  line,  so  that  one  of  the  two  might  remain  moored  near  the 
bar,  while  the  other  might  prepare  to  support  such  of  the  firigates  as 
should  give  chase. 

But  their  chebecs,  even  their  firigates,  and  all  their  vessels, 
although  overcharged  with  men,  are  moreover  so  badly  armed  and 
manceuvred  that  assistance  firom  without  would  be  most  to  be 
feared. 

Your  Elxcellency  has  told  me  the  only  and  true  means  of  hinging 
to  terms  the  only  people  who  can  take  a  pleasure  m  disturbing  our 
commerce.  You  see  I  speak  as  an  American  citizen,  this  title  dear 
to  my  heart,  the  value  of  which  I  fiilly  prize,  afibrds  me  the  happy 
opportunity  of  ofiTering  still  more  particularly  the  homage,  the 
sincere  attachment  and  respect  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 

^'  ^^''  ESTAING. 


FROM  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Parii,  May  97, 1786. 

Sir, 

In  my  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  which  goes  by  the  same  packet, 
but  was  delivered  to  a  private  hand,  I  had  the  honor  of  enclosing  to 
you  letters  from  Mr.  Carmichael,  Mr.  Barclay,  and  Mr.  Lamb,  on 
the  Barbary  afi^rs.  Others  came  to  hand  last  night,  which  are 
now  copying,  and  will  be  enclosed  to  you  by  the  post  of  thb  day  as 
fax  as  they  can  be  copied.  The  whole  cannot  possibly  be  in  readi- 
ness, and  it  is  the  last*  post  which  will  be  m  time  for  the  packet. 
By  these  you  will  see  that  Mr.  Lamb  is  returned  to  Spam.  I  expect 
soon  fixHn  Mr.  Adams  an  answer  to  my  letter  proposmg  to  instruct 
Mr.  Lamb  to  repair  to  Congress. 

The  agreement  supposed  to  be  made  between  Spain  and  Algiers, 
that  the  latter  shall  make  no  peace  with  any  nation  not  under  treaty 
with  the  Porte,  is  difficult  of  explanation.    Its  existence^  however, 
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mgy  account  for  the  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Counts  de 
Vergennes  and  D'Espilly  as  to  the  expediency  of  our  treating  with 
the  Porte.  If  Mr.  Adams  concurs  with  me  in  opinion,  we  shall 
cease  all  further  proceedings  with  the  Barbary  Powers  till  we  receive 
further  instructions  from  Congress— except  as  to  Morocco,  which  I 
have  hopes  we  may  better  succeed  in. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  P.   R.   RANDALL  TO  JOHN   ADAMS   AND  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  May  14, 1786. 

Since  my  arrival  here  from  Carthagena  I  have  been  in  constant 
expectation  of  a  secure  opportunity  for  forwarding  the  enclosed,  being 
nearly  the  copy  of  a  letter  I  wrote  to  my  father  shortly  after  my 
landing  in  Spain.  It  contains  all  the  observations  I  have  been 
enabled  to  make,  by  reason  of  the  obstacles  which  (in  my  situation  at 
Algiers)  prevented  particular  mquiry.  Indeed,  I  had  not  the  most 
distant  idea  of  remainbg  for  so  short  a  time ;  otherwbe,  perhaps,  I 
might  have  afforded  greater  satisfaction  in  this  respect. 

I  have  not  received  any  letters  from  Mr.  Lamb  since  his  arrival  at 
Alicant,  but  have  lately  heard  that  he  b  released  from  quarantine. 
He  may,  therefore,  be  expected  here  every  day,  as  he  had  infcvmed 
Mr.  Carmichael  of  his  intention  of  coming  up  immediately. 

I  shall  be  governed  by  his  orders,  and  endeavor  still  to  evince 
that  nothmg  on  my  part  has  been,  or  shall  be,  wanting  to  fulfil  my 
duty ;  although  I  must  hope  that  circumstances  will  be  considered 
if  my  services  have  not  been  equal  to  the  expectation  formed  of 
them.  Haste,  and  the  little  opportunity  I  have  had  to  prepare  my 
observations,  as  well  as  the  manner  of  writing  in  a  crowd,  I  trust 
will  plead  my  apology  for  delivering  them  in  their  present  state, 
especially  as  my  father  might  have  communicated  in  New  York  the 
intelligence  they  contain.  I  have,  therefore,  conceived  that  altera- 
tions might  be  improper,  as  your  Excellency  will  distinguish  what  is 
well  founded,  and  may  be  enabled  to  judge  what  opinion  might  be 
formed  of  them  in  New  York. 

The  Envoys  from  Portugal  and  Naples  are  still  at  Carthagena, 
awaiting  the  completion  of  the  Spanish  treaQr. 
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This  Court  would  undoubtedly  have  wished  Mr.  Lamb  to  r^n^in 
in  like  manner,  if  hb  instructions  could  have  justified  the  dday , 
before  their  interference  could;  consistent  widi  their  own  interest,  be 
employed  in  favor  of  the  United  States. 

The  Portuguese  Envoy  told  me  at  Carthagena  >that  he  had  no 
expectations  of  succeeding,  <and  would  ratb^  see  a  c<^fedeniey 
formed  against  the  Barbary  States  by  those  with  whom  they  are  at 
war.     He  appeared  much  dissatisfied  at  bemg  so  long  delayed. 

It  would  be  presumption  in  me  to  offer  any  news,  Mr.  Car- 
michael  being  so  much  better  enabled  to  afford  informaticm,  and  will 
write  by  the  present  occasion. 

I  am,  with  proper  respect,  &c.,  P.  R.  RANDALL. 


WBlOm  THOilAS  JSITBBSON  TO  JOSN  MT. 

Park,  May  27, 178S. 

In  my  letter  (^January  2d  I  had  the  honor  of  stating  to  you  what 
had  passed  here  on  the  subject  of  the  commerciable  articles  between 
this  country  and  the  United  States.  I  beg  leave  now  to  resume 
that  subject.  I  therein  informed  you  that  this  Govei3iment  had 
agreed  to  receive  our  fish<K>ils  on  the  footing  on  which  th^  receive 
those  of  the  Hanseatic  towns,  which  gave  us  a  reduction  of  duty 
finom  36/te.  15#.  on  ^e  barnqucy  to  llUv.  &.,  amounting  to  about 
4Hiv.  on  the  English  ton,  according  to  a  statement  by  Monsieur 
Sangrain,  enclosed  in  that  letter.  This  was  true.  But  there  was 
another  truth  which  neither  that  statement,  nor  any  other  evidence  I 
then  had,  ^lahled  me  to  discover,  and  which  it  is  but  lately  I  could 
be  asc^tained  of;  which  is,  that  th^re  is  another  duty  called  the 
droit  des  huiles  tt  iovtmsy  to  which  the  Hanse-Towns  are  subject,  as 
we  are  also  of  consequence.  This  is  of  six  deniers  on  the  nett  pound, 
and  ten  sous  per  livre  on  that,  amounting  to  3Uv.  15<.  on  the  nett 
hundred,  French  weight,  or  to  60Uv.  I3s.  6d.  the  English  ton. 
This,  with  the  reduced  duty,  makes  about  103/»o.  135.  6d.,  or  very 
nearly  four  guineas,  according  to  the  present  exchange,  on  the 
English  ton.  Though  this  be  still  advantageous  when  compared 
with  the  English  duty  of  eighteen  guineas,  yet  it  is  less  so  than  we 
had  expected,  and  it  will  remain  when  we  apjJy  for  a  ri^ewal  of 
the  indulgence,  to  see. whether  we  can  obtain  fiurther  reduction. 
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The  fiir  trade  is  an  object  of  desire  m  this  country*.  London  is  at 
preset  theb  market  for  furs.  They  pay  for  them  there  in  ready 
money.  Could  they  draw  their  furs  into  their  own  ports  from  the 
United  Stat^^  they  would  pay  us  for  them  in  productions;  nor 
should  we  lose  by  the  exchange  of  market,  since,  though  the  Fr^ich 
pay  the  London  merchants  in  ca^,  those  merchants  pay  us  in 
manufactures.  A  very  wealthy  and  well-c<»inected  company  is 
proposing  here  to  associate  themselves  with  an  American  company, 
oach  to  possess  half  the  interest,  and  to  carry  on  the  fiir  trade 
between  the  ttvo  countries.  The  company  here  expect  to  make  thef 
principal  part  of  the  advances.  They  also  are  soliciting  considerable 
indulgences  from  this  Government,  frc»n  which  the  part  of  the 
company  on  oiu*  side  the  water  will  reap  half  the  advantage.  As  no 
exclusive  idea  enters  into  this  scheme,  it  appears  to  me  worthy  of 
encouragement.  It  is  hoped  the  Government  here  will  interest 
them^ves  for  its  succe^.  If  they  do^  one  of  two  things  may 
haippen^-either  the  English  will  be  afraid  to  stop  the  vessels  of  a 
company  consisting  partly  of  French  subjects,  and  patronized  by  the 
Court ;  in  which  oaise  the  commerce  will  be  laid  open  generally ;  op 
if  they  stop  the  vessels,  the  French  company,  which  is  strongly 
connected  with  men  in  power,  will  complain  in  form  to  their  Grovem* 
medt,  who  may  thus  be  interested  as  principals  ih  the  rectification 
of  this  abuse.  As  yet,  however,  die  proposition  has  not  tsken  such 
a  ibrtn  as  to  assure  us  that  it  will  be  prosecuted  to  this  length. 

As  to  the  article  of  tobacco,  w'hich  had  become  im  important 
branch  of  remittance  to  all  the  States,  I  had  the  honor  of  communi- 
catmg  to  you  my  proposition  to  the  Court  to  aboUsh  the  monc^oly 
of  it  in  their  lartn ;  that  the  Count  de  Vergennes  was,  I  thought, 
thoroughly  sensible  of  the  expediency  of  thb  proposition,  and  dis- 
posed to  befriend  it ;  that  the  renewal  of  the  lease  of  the  farms  had 
been  consequently  suspended  six  months,  and  was  still  in  suspense, 
but  that  so  powerfiil  were  the  Farmers  General,  and  so  tottering  the 
tenure  of  the  Minister  of  Finance  in  his  office,  that  I  despaired  of 
preventing  the  renewal  of  the  fann  at  that  time. 

Things  were  in  this  state  when  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  returned 
from  Berlin.  On  C(»nmunicatmg  to  him  what  was  on  the  carpet,  he 
proposed  to  me  a  conference  with  some  persons  well  acquainted  with 
the  commercial  system  of  the  country.  We  met;  they  proposed 
the  endeavoring  to  have  a  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
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subject.  The  proposition  was  made  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes, 
who  befriended  it,  and  had  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  named  a 
member  of  the  committee.  He  became,  of  course,  the  actire  and 
truly  zealous  member  for  the  liberty  of  commerce,  others,  though 
well  disposed,  not  choosmg  to  oppose  the  farm  openly.  This  com- 
mittee has  met  from  time  to  time.  It  shewed  an  early  and  decisive 
conviction  that  the  measure  taken  by  the  farm  to  put  the  purchase  <^ 
their  tobaccoes  into  monopoly  on  that  side  the  water  as  the  sale  of 
them  was  on  this,  tended  to  the  annihilation  of  commerce  between 
the  two  countries.  Various  palliatives  were  proposed  from  time  to 
time.  I  confess  that  I  met  th^n  all  with  indifference ;  my  object 
being  a  radical  cure  of  the  evil  by  discontinuing  the  farm,  and  not  a 
mere  assuagement  of  it  for  the  present  mcmient,  which,  rendering  it 
more  bearable,  might  lessen  the  necessity  of  removing  it  totally,  and 
perhaps  prevent  that  removal. 

In  the  meantime  the  other  branches  of  the  ferm  rendered  the 
renewal  of  the  lease  necessary,  and  it  bemg  said  to  be  too  far 
advanced  to  have  the  article  of  tobacco  separated  fix>m  it  and  sus- 
pended, it  was  signed  in  the  mcmth  of  March,  while  I  was  in  England, 
with  a  clause,  which  is  usual,  that  the  King  may  discontinue  when 
he  pleases,  on  certain  conditions. 

When  I  found  here  a  memorial  from  the  merchants  of  L'Orient 
complaining  of  their  having  six  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on 
hand,  and  of  die  distresses  they  were  under  from  the  loss  of  this 
medium  of  remittance,  I  enclosed  it  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  and 
asked  his  interference.  I  saw  him  on  the  23d  instant,  and  spoke  to 
him  on  the  subject.  He  told  me  there  was  to  be  a  committee  held 
the  next  day  at  Bemi,  the  seat  of  the  Comptroller  General,  and 
that  he  would  attend  it  himself  to  have  something  done.  I  asked 
him  if  I  was  to  consider  the  expunging  that  article  from  the  farm  as 
desperate. 

He  said  the  difficulty  of  changing  so  ancient  an  institution  was 
immense ;  that  the  King  draws  fh>m  it  a  revenue  of  twenty-nine 
millions  of  livres ;  that  an  interruption  of  thb  revenue  at  least,  if 
not  a  diminution,  would  attend  a  change ;  that  the  finances  were  not 
in  a  condition  to  bear  even  an  interruption ;  and,  in  short,  that  no 
Minister  could  venture  to  take  upon  himself  so  hazardous  an  opera- 
tion. This  was  only  sajring  explicitly  what  I  had  long  been  sensible 
of,  that  the  Comptroller  General's  continuance  in  office  was  too 
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much  on  a  poise  to  permit  him  to  shift  this  weight  out  of  his  own 
scale  mto  that  of  his  adversaries,  and  that  we  must  be  contented  to 
await  the  completion  of  the  public  expectation  that  there  will  be  a 
change  in  this  office,  which  change  may  give  us  another  chance  for 
effecting  this  desirable  reformation*  Incidents  enough  will  arise  to 
keep  this  object  in  our  view,  and  to  direct  the  attention  to  it  as  the 
only  point  on  which  the  mterests  and  harmony  of  the  two  countries 
(so  far  as  this  article  of  their  commerce  may  influence)  will  ultimately 
find  repose. 

The  committee  met  the  next  day.  The  only  question  agitated 
was,  how  best  to  relieve  the  trade  imder  its  double  monopoly. 

The  committee  found  themselves  supported  by  the  presence  and 
sentiments  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes.  They  therefore  resolved 
that  the  contract  with  Mr.  Morris,  if  executed  on  his  part,  ought  not 
to  be  annulled  here,  but  that  no  similar  one  should  ever  be  made 
hereafter;  that  so  long  as  it  continued,  the  Farmers  should  be  obliged 
to  purchase  fh>m  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco  a 
year,  over  and  above  what  they  should  receive  from  Mr.  Morris, 
from  such  merchants  as  should  bring  it  in  French  or  American 
vessels,  on  the  same  condition  contracted  with  Mr.  Morris :  providing, 
however,  that  where  the  cargo- shall  not  be  assorted,  the  prices  shall 
be  thirty-eight,  thirty-six,  and  thirty-four  livres,  for  the  first,  second, 
and  third  qualities  of  whichsoever  the  cargo  may  consist.  In  case 
of  dispute  about  the  quality,  specimens  are  to  be  sent  to  the  council, 
who  will  appoint  persons  to  examine  and  decide  on  it.  This  is, 
indeed,  the  least  bad  of  all  the  palliations  which  have  been  proposed ; 
but  it  contains  the  seeds  of  perpetual  trouble.  It  b  easy  to  foresee 
that  the  Farmers  will  multiply  difficulties  and  vexations  on  those 
who  shall  propose  to  sell  to  them  by  force,  and  that  these  will  be  making 
perpetual  complaints,  so  that  both  parties  will  be  kept  on  the  fi*et. 

If,  without  fatiguing  the  friendly  dispositions  of  the  Ministry,  this 
should  give  them  just  so  much  trouble  as  may  induce  them  to  look 
to  the  demolition  of  the  monopoly  as  a  desirable  point  of  rest,  it 
may  produce  a  permanent  as  well  as  a  temporary  good.  This 
determination  of  the  committee  needs  the  King's  orders  to  be  carried 
into  effect.  I  have  been  in  hourly  expectation  of  receiving  official 
information  that  it  is  ultimately  confirmed  by  him.  But  as  yet  it  is 
not  come,  and  the  post  will  set  out  to-day.  Should  it  arrive  in  time 
I  will  enclose  it.     Should  it  not  arrive,  as  I  do  not  apprehend  any 
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danger  of  its  being  rejected,  or  even  altered  materiaQj,  (seeing  that 
M.  de  Vergennes  approved  of  it,  and  M.  de  Calonne  acquiesced,) 
I  have  supposed  you  would  onsh  to  be  apprized  of  its  substance,  (or 
a  communication  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  M.  de  li  Fayette, 
though  you  cannot  publish  it  formally  till  you  know  it  is  confirmed 
by  the  King,  yet  an  unauthoritative  kind  of  notice  may  be  given  to 
the  merchants  to  put  them  on  their  guard,  otherwise  the  merchants 
here,  having  first  knowledge  of  it,  may,  by  their  agents,  purchase  up 
all  the  tobacco  they  have  on  hand  at  a  low  price,  and  thus  engross 
to  themselves  all  the  benefit.  ^ 

In  the  same  letter,  of  January  2d,  I  mentioned  that  the  rice  of 
Carolina,  compared  with  that  of  the  Mediterranean,  was  better  and 
dearer.  This  was  on  my  own  observation,  having  examined  both  in 
the  shops  here,  where  they  are  retailed.  Fdrther  inquiries  give  me 
reason  to  believe  that  the  rice  of  Carolina,  on  its  arriTul,  is  fouler 
and  cheaper,  and  that  it  is  obliged  to  be  cleaned  here  before  it  is  sale- 
able ;  that  thb  advances  the  price,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  qiiality, 
also,  beyond  that  of  the  Mediterranean.  Whether  die  trouble  of 
diis  operati(tai  discountges  the  merchant,  or  the  price  the  consumo^y 
or  whether  the  merchants  of  Carolina  have  not  yet  learned  the  way 
to  this  market,  I  cannot  tell.  I  find,  in  fact,  that  but  a  small  pro* 
portion  of  the  rice  consufhed  here  is  from  the  American  market. 
But  the  consumption  of  this  article  here  b  immense.'*  If  the  growers 
of  American  rice  would  endeavor  to  adapt  their  preparation  of  it  to 
the  taste  of  this  country,  so  as  to  give  it,  over  the  Mediterranean 
rice,  the  advantage  of  which  it  seems  susceptible,  it  would  very 
much  increase  the  quantity  for  which  they  find  sale.  As  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  find,  it  is  received  here  on  a  favorable  footing. 

I  shall  reserve  my  letter  open  to  die  last  moment  in  hopes  of  bemg 
able  to  put  into  it  the  order  of  the  King  to  the  Farmers  General. 

I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing  a  copy  of  their  contract  with  Mr. 
I^orris,  to  which  the  resolution  of  the  committee  refers ;  and  to  be, 
with  sentiments  of  the  most  perfect  respect,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 

TOBACCO   CONTRACT. 

Translation. 
We,  the  undersigned  Robert  Morris,  heretofore  Superintendent  of 
the  Finances  of  the  United  States  of  America,  residing  in  Philadel- 
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phia,  on  the  one  part,  and  Le  Normand,  Receiver  General  of  the' 
Finances  of  the  Generality  of  la  Rochelle,  residbg  in  Paris,  on  the 
cnlier  part,  have  agreed,  and  have  respectively  treated  with  each 
Other  about  the  sale  and  purchase  of  sixty  thousand  hogsheads  of 
tobacco,  fix>m  nine  to  ten  hundred  weight,  of  the  different  growths  of 
the  continent  of  America,  on  the  following  t^rms  and  conditions, 
viz:  . 

That  I,  Robert  Morris,  engage  on  my  part:  1st.  To  ship  and 
deliver  at  the  several  ports  of  Franc^,  hereafter  specified,  the  whole 
at  my  hazard  and  risk,  until  the  total  delivery  to  the  said  Sieur  Le 
Normand,  the  sixty  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  in  the  space  of 
the  three  successive  years  of  1785, 1786, 1787,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
thousand  hogsheads  per  annum, 

2d.  I  moreover  engage  to  assort  each  annual  complement  in  the 
following  proportions,  viz  : 

One  fourth  part  James  and  York  river  tobacco,  half  Potomac  and 
Rappahannock,  and  the  other  fourth  in  Maryland  tobacco,  one  third 
of  which  at  least  fit  for  smoking;  the  whole  of  the  first  qualities  fit 
for  France. 

3d.  I  also  oblige  myself  to  ship  the  suflSicient  quantity  in  vessels, 
which  shall  he  American  in  preference  to  French ;  that  the  aforesaid 
quantity  of  twenty  thousand  hogsheads  shall  arrive  in  the  ports  of 
Bordeaux,  Havre  de  Grace,  Dieppe,  and  Morlaix,  in  the  following 
proportions,  viz:  seven  thousand  hogsheads  to  Bordeaux,  seven' 
thousand  to  Havre  de  Grace,  three  thousand  to  Dieppe,  and  three 
thousand  to  Morlaix^  Observing  that  the  proportion  of  Maryland 
tobacco  fit  for  smoking  shall  of  preference  be  comprehended  in  equal 
proportions  in  the  parcels  sent  to  Morlaix,  Bordeaux,  and  Havre. 

And  in  case  where  any  shipments  shall  exceed  in  one  year  the 
aforesaid  distribution,  the  excess  shall  be  carried  in  augmentation  to 
Havre  de  Grace. 

4th.  The  tobacco  shipped  and  delivered  in  conformity  to  the 
afc»*esaid,  shall  be  paid  for  by  the  said  Sieur  Le  Normand  to  me  at 
the  price  of  thirty-six  livres  Tourdois  for  each  hundred  weight  marc 
weight ;  and  the  said  Sieur  Le  Normand  shall  discharge  the  amount 
of  each  cargo  within  a  month  after  the  delivery  to  Messrs.  Le 
Couteulx  fc  Co.^  my  bankers  in  Paris,  deducting,  however,  two 
livres  Toumois  for  each  hundred  marc  weight,  for  the  reimbursement 
of  a  million  advance,  which  the  said  Sieur  Le  Normand  has  put  into 
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the  bands  of  the  afi>resaid  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  b  Co.,  to  hold  at  my 
disposal,  as  appears  by  their  receipt  at  foot  of  the  present  contract. 

5th.  I  consent  that  the  two  thousand  hogsheads,  of  which  I  have 
giren  adrice,  by  my  letter  of  27th  October,  to  the  said  Sieur  Le 
Normand,  of  the  purchase  and  speedy  loading  for  the  port  of  Havre 
de  Grace,  shall  make  part  of  my  first  delivery  for  this  year,  and  shall 
be  paid  for  to  me  at  the  price  of  thirty-six  livres  Toumois,  with  the 
deduction  of  two  livres  Toumois  per  hundred  weight,  as  is  specified 
in  the  preceding  article. 

6th.  For  the  mode  of  delivering  the  tobacco.  It  shall  be  taken 
out  of  the  hogsheads,  and  none  shall  be  rejected  but  what  is  dam- 
aged ;  then  the  tobacco  shall  be  weighed  on  the  quay,  and  received 
at  the  weight  it  really  weighed  without  any  deduction  whatever ;  and 
until  it  is  weighed,  it  shall  be  at  my  risk  and  expense. 

7th.  The  damaged  tobacco  shall  be  cut  and  sent  to  some  other 
place,  if  my  correspondents  shall  think  proper,  otherwise  it  shall  be 
burned  in  their  presence. 

And  I,  Lie  Normand,  accept  in  general,  and  submit  to  all  the 
clauses  and  conditions  mentioned  in  the  seven  foregoing  articles; 
and  as  a  preliminary  to  the  present  contract,  I  have  remitted  the 
sum  of  a  million  of  livres  Toumob,  mentioned  m  the  4th  article,  to 
Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  &  Co.,  as  appears  by  their  receipt  annexed  at 
the  foot  of  the  present  contract,  for  the  said  sum  to  be  reimbursed 
conformably  to  said  article.    I  moreover  consent : 

1st.  That  in  case  that  the  vessels  employed  in  this  business  shall 
become  subject  to  greater  or  new  duties  or  taxes  than  what  the 
French  vessek  coming  frcHn  France  pay,  the  aforesaid  duties  shall 
be  charged  to  me. 

2d.  That  all  the  duties  which  hereafter  or  posterior  to  the  present 
treaty  may  be  put  either  on  expcnrtation  from  America,  or  on  the 
impcNTtation  into  France,  shall  be  charged  to  me,  and  in  cdosequrace 
I  will  be  accountable  to  Mr.  R.  Morris  for  those  which  may  happen 
in  America,  on  the  exportation,  at  the  rate  of  5liv.  5$.  Toumois  for 
each  hard  dollar,  and  this  upon  an  authentic  certificate  that  the  duty 
is  imposed. 

3d.  I  engage  that  the  Farmers  General  shall  not  make,  either 
direcdy  or  indirectiy,  any  purchases  of  tobacco  in  America,  and, 
consequendy,  if  I  have  occasion  for  a  greater  quantity  of  tobacco,  it 
shall  be  fiimished  to  me  on  the  same  price  and  conditions. 
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Done  irf  five  parts,  at  Paris,  four  of  which  to  be  sent  to  America 
by  the  English  and  French  packets,  the  fifth  to  be  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  Messrs.  Le  Couteulx  &  Co. 

At  Paris,  Uth  January,  1785.  LE  NORM  AND, 

Receiver  General  of  Finances. 

Signed  at  Philadelphia,  10th  April,  1785. 

ROBERT  MORRIS. 

Certified  to  be  true  and  conformable  to  the  original  m  my  hands, 
at  Paris,  20th  February,  1788.  LE  NORMAND. 

We,  the  undersigned,  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  Mr.  Le 
Normand,  Receiver  General  of  the  Finances  of  the  Generality  of  la 
Rochelle,  the  sum  of  one  million  livres  Toumois,  in  effects  to  our 
satisfaction,  which  we  promise  to  hold  at  the  disposal  of  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  heretofore  Superintendent  General  of  the  Finance  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  after  the  absolute  acceptation  of  the 
present  treaty,  a  duplicate  of  which  has  been  placed  in  our  hands. 

At  Paris,  11th  January,  1785. 

LE  COUTEULX  &  CO. 


FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  May  31, 1786. 
Sir, 

A  safe  opportunity  occurring  by  the  way  of  London,  I  have  it  now 
in  my  power  to  transmit  you  the  sequel  of  the  papers  relative  to 
Algiers,  which  could  not  be  in  readiness  to  go  with  my  letter  of  die 
27th  instant  by  the  French  packet,  which  I  expect  will  sail  from 
L'Orient  to-morrow. 

I  am  enabled  at  the  same  time  to  send  you  a  copy  of  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Committee  on  the  subject  of  the  tobacco,  together  with  a 
copy  of  the  Count  de  Vergennes's  letter  to  me,  giving  official  notice 
of  them,  having  enclosed  a  copy  of  Mr.  Morris's  contract  in  my  letter 
of  May  27th  on  die  same  subject.  You  will  be  enabled  to  give 
such  notice  of  the  whole  as  you  think  proper. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  &c.,  TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  THE   COUNT  DC  TEROBNNES  TO  THOMAS  JEVTERSON. 

Translation. 

Veraailles,  May  90, 1786. 
Sir, 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  inform  you,  that  notwithstanding 
the  treaty  which  the  Farmers  General  ha^e  made  with  Mr.  Robert 
Morris,  for  the  delivery  of  a  certain  quantity  of  tobacco,  they  have 
just  concluded  to  take  in  the  way  of  trade  as  much  as  fifteen  diousand 
hogsheads  per  annum.  To  let  you  understand  better  the  extent  of 
the  decision  b  questbn,  I  send  it  to  you  in  the  extract  endosed.  I 
beg  that  you  will  make  it  known  both  in  America,  as  also  to  the 
Ameriean  owners  of  iressels  who  may  be  found  in  oar  pctfts,  so  that' 
they  may  dir^t  their  commercial  specidations  accordingly. 

I  haFe  the  honor  to  be,  &c,  DE  VER6ENNES. . 


Translation. 
JUtolvet  of  a  Committee  held  at  Bemi,  2ith  March,  1786. 

The  Committee  resuming  their  former  deliberations  respecting  a 
treaty  made  with  Mr.  Morris,  mformed  of  the  circumstances  in  which 
it  was  made;  also  informed  of  the  despatch  of  twelve  thousand 
hogsheads  of  tobacco,  the  approaching  arrival  of  which  has  been 
announced  by  Mr.  Couteulx,  the  correspondent  of  Mr.  Morris,  have 
unanimously  thought  that  the  execution  of  the  treaty  ought  to 
extend  until  the  1st  of  January,  1788,  saving  ^  rig^t  of  annulling 
in  case  c^  failure  of  execution  cm  die  part  of  the  said  Mr.  Morris, 
the  condidons  of  the  said  treaty,  taking  afterwards  into  consideration 
the  interest  of  the  national  commerce  with  that  of  the  United  States, 
have  agreed  on  the  resolutions  hereafter  enumerated: 

1st.  After  the  expiration  of  the  treaty  widi  Mr.  Morris,  there  shall 
be  made  no  more  bargains  of  the  same  kind. 

Sd.  The  Fanner  General  shall  always  htfve  in  hb  magazines  a 
necessary  supply  for  the  exercise  c^  his  privilege,  whicb  supply 
shall  be  formed  by  what  shall  be  furnished  by  the  contract  with 
Mr.  Morris,  as  well  as  by  what  he  shall  procure  by  means  of  com- 
merce. 
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3d.  To  secure  this  supply  the  Farmer  General  shall  purchase, 
during  the  continuation  of  the  contract  with  Mr.  Morris,  only  the 
tobacco  which  can  be  furnished  by  trade,  and  brought  in  French  or 
American  vessels,  to  the  amount  of  twelve  to  fifteen  thousand 
hogsheads  every  year,  at  the  same  price,  and  on  the  same  conditions 
stipulated  with  the  said  Mr.  Morris. 

4th.  In  cases  where  cargoes  shall  not  be  assorted,  the  tobacco 
shall  be  paid  for  at  the  following  prices : 
First  quality  James  and  York  river  tobacco,  nett  cwt. . .  .Xirrc*  38 

Second-  qudity  Potomac  and  Rappahanock  •  • 36 

Third  quality  Maryland  tobacco « •  • 34 

All  the  first  qualities  of  each  kind  proper  for  France. 

5tb.  In  cases  of  difficulty  respecting  the  quality,  samples  shall  be 
sent  to  the  Council,  and  it  shall  be  determined  by  a  opmmissipn, 
which  shall  be  authorized  to  have  the  samples  examined  by  svicb 
person  as  may  be  proper. 

6th.  When  the  tobacco  furnished  by  the  Amerkans  shall  not  be 
delivered  in  a  manufacturing  port,  there  shall  be  deducted  fix>m  the 
stipulated  prices  thirty  sols  per  nett  quintal,  for  expenses  of  trans- 
portation. 

o 

FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   THOMAS   JBFFERSON. 

New  York,  August  18, 1786. 
Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  dated  the  14th  of  last  month,  since  which  I 
have  received  and  laid  before  Congress  your  several  letters  of  12th, 
22d,  23d,  two  of  27th,  and  one  of  31st  May  last,  frith  the  papers 
enclosed  with  them. 

It  has  happened  fix>m  various  circumstances  that  several  rep(^ 
on  foreign  afiairs  still  lay  before  Congress  undecided  upon.  The 
want  of  an  adequate  representation  £>r  long  intervals,  aiyl  the  multi- 
plicity of  business  which  pressed  upon  them  when  that  was  not  the 
case,  has  occasioned  delays  and  omissions  wbiob,  however,  unavoid- 
able, are  much  to  be  regretted.  It  is  painful  to  ma  to  reflect  that 
although  'my  attentbn  to  business  is  unreipitted,  yet  I  so  often 
experience  unseasonable  delays  and  successive  obstacles  in  obtaining 
the  decision  and  sentiments  of  Congress,  even  on  pomts  which 
require  despatch.  But  so  it  is,  and  I  must  be  content  with  leaving 
nothmg  undone  that  may  depend  upon  me. 
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The  Consular  ConventiOD  is  now,  as  it  has  long  been,  under  the 
consideration  of  Congress,  and  I  have  reason  to  hope  they  will  socm 
enable  me  to  send  you  full  instructions  on  that  subject. 

I  have  long  thought,  and  become  daily  more  convinced,  that  the 
construction  of  our  Federal  Grovemment  is  fundamentally  wrong. 
To  vest  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  power  in  one  and  the 
same  body  of  men,  and  diat  too  in  a  body  daily  changing  its  mem- 
bers, can  never  be  wise.  In  my  opmion,  those  three  great  depart- 
ments of  sovereignty  should  be  forever  separated,  and  so  distributed 
as  to  serve  as  checks  on  each  other.  But  these  are  subjects  that 
have  long  been  familiar  to  you,  and  on  which  you  are  too  well 
informed  not  to  anticipate  everything  that  I  might  say  on  them. 

I  enclose  a  late  ordinance  of  Congress  for  Indian  affiurs,  and  their 
requisitbn  for  the  ensuing  year.  Those  subjects  have  consumed 
much  time ;  they  are,  however,  important  ones,  and  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  them  could  not,  with  propriety,  bave  been  postponed. 

I  have  advised  Congress  to  renew  your  commission  as  to  certain 
powers.  Our  treasury  is  ill  supplied ;  some  States  pay  nothmg,  and 
others  very  little.  The  impost  not  yet  established.  The  people, 
generally  uneasy  in  a  certam  degree,  but  without  seemmg  to  discern 
the  true  cause,  viz :  want  of  energy  bot&  in  State  and  Federal  Gov- 
ernments.   It  takes  time  to  make  sovereigns  of  subjects. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  &c.,  jqjjj^  j^Y. 


FROM   JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

'  Office  for  Foreigpii  Afiaira,  October  d,  1786. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  you,  herewith  enclosed,  the 
following  papers,  viz : 

No.  1.  A  copy  of  the  Consular  Convention  signed  by  the  Frwich 
and  American  Plenipotentiaries. 

No.  2.  A  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress  under  which  the  American 
Plenipotentiaries  signed  the  same. 

No.  3.  A  copy  of  a  scheme  of  a  convention  mentioned  and  referred 
to  in  the  same  act. 

Na  4.  A  copy  of  a  report  on  the  said  convention. 
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No.  5.  A  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  contaming  instractlons  and 
giving  authority  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  said  convention. 

These  papers  will  possess  you  fully  of  the  whole  business.  I  am 
persuaded  that  it  will  appear  to  you,  as  it  does  to  Congress,  to  be  a 
delicate  one,  and  to  require  delicate  management. 

The  (Higinal  scheme  of  the  Convention  is  far  from  being  unexcep- 
tionable ;  but  a  former  Congress  having  agreed  to  it,  it  would  be 
improper  now  to  recede;  and,  therefore,  Congress  are  content  to 
ratify  i^  convention  made  conformable  to  that  scheme,  and  to  their 
act  of  the  25th  day  of  January,  1782,  provided  a  clause  limiting  its 
duration  be  added.  It  will  be  proper,  therefore,  to  press  on  the 
Court  ordy  such  objections  to  the  convention  as  arise  from  its 
departure  bom  the  9cheme.  On  making  an  accurate  comparison, 
such  departure  will  appear  manifest  to  his  Majesty ;  and  there  is 
reason  to  expect  from  his  candor  that  he  will  readily  consent  to 
remove  the  objections  occasioned  by  it. 

As  it  certainly  b  wise  to  try  the  merits  of  institutions  entirely 
new,  by  actual  experience,  before  nations  adopt  them  forever,  the 
propriety  of  rendering  this  convention  probationary  in  the  first 
instance  is  unquestionable.  Congress  cannot,  therefore,  presume 
that  his  most  Christian  Majesty  will  object  to  a  clause  for  limitmg 
its  duration.  The  design  of  this  convention  being  for  mutual  recip- 
rocal benefit  and  convenience,  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  his 
Majesty  to  suppose  that  he  would  wish  to  proidde  for  its  exbting 
longer  than  it  should  prove  usefiil  and  satisfactory. 

If,  after  the  experience  of  a  few  years,  it  diould  be  found  to 
answer  the  purposes  mtended  by  it,  both  parties  will  have  sufficient 
inducements  to  renew  it,  either  in  its  present  form,  or  with  such 
alterations  and  amendments  as  time,  experience,  and  other  circum- 
stances may  indicate. 

Witii  great  respect,  fcc,  JOHN  JAY. 


FBOH  THOHAS   JEFFEBSON  TO  WILUAM  CABMICHAEL. 

Paris,  June  20, 1786. 

Dear  Sir, 
My  last  to  you  was  of  the  5th  May,  by  Baron  Walterstorflf. 
Since  that  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  April  13th,  and  May 
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the  I6th  and  18tb.  The  present  covers  letters  to  Mr.  Lamb  and 
Mr.  Randall,  informing  them  that  the  demands  of  Algiers  for  the 
ransom  of  our  prisoners,  and  also  for  peace,  are  so  infinitely  beyond 
our  bstructions  that  we  must  refer  the  matter  back  to  Congress,  and, 
therefore,  praying  them  to  come  on  immediatdy.  I  will  beg  the 
favor  of  you  to  forward  these  letters.  The  whole  of  this  business, 
therefore,  is  suspended  till  we  receive  further  orders,  except  as  to 
Mr.  Barclay's  mission.  Your  bills  have  been  received  and  honored. 
The  first,  nambg  expressly  a  letter  of  advice,  and  none  coming, 
it  was  refused  till  the  receipt  of  your  letter  to  me,  in  which  you 
mentioned  that  you  had  drawn  two  bills.  I  immediately  inlcmned 
Mr.  Grand,  who  thereupon  honored  the  bill. 

I  have  received  no  public  letters  of  li^te  date.  Through  other 
channels,  I  have  collected  some  articles  of  informaticm  which  may 
be  acoeptahle  to  you. 

In  a  letter  of  March  the  20th,  fix>m  Doctor  Franklin  to  me,  is 

this  passage :  <<  As  to  public  afiairs,  the  Congress  has  not  been  able 

to  assemble  more  than  seven  or  eight  States  during  the  whole  winter, 

so  the  treaty  with  Prussia  remains  still  unmtifiod^  though  there  b 

no  doubt  of  its  being  done  soon,  as  a  full  Congress  is  expected  nest 

monthi    The  disposition  to  furnish  Congress  with  ample  powers 

augment  daily,  as  people  become  more  enlightened.    And  I  do  not 

remember  ever  to  have  seen,  during  my  long  life,  more  signs  of 

public  felicity  than  appear  at  preseot  throughout  these  States.    The 

cultivators  of  the  earth,  who  make  the  bulk  of  our  nation,  have 

made  good  crops,  which  are  paid  for  at  high  prices  with  ready 

money ;  the  artisans,  too,  receive  high  wages ;  and  the  value  of  all 

real  estate  is  augmented  greatly.     Merehants  and  shopkeepers, 

bdeed,  complab  that  there  is  not  busbess  enough.    .But  this  is 

evidently  not  owbg  to  the  fewness  of  buyers,  but  to  the  too  great 

numbers  of  sellers ;  for  the  consumption  of  goods  was  never  greater, 

as  appears  from  the  dress,  fbniture,  and  manner  of  living  of  all 

ranks  of  the  people."     His  health  is  good,  except  as  to  the  stone, 

which  does  not  grow  worse.    I  thank  you  for  your  attention  to  my 

request  about  the  books,  which  Mr.  Barclay  writes  me  he  has 

forwarded  firom  Cadis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FROM  THOMAS   JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  April  8, 1786. 

Sir, 

My  letters  to  you  by  the  last  French  packet,  were  dated  May 
12th,  22d,  23d,  27th,  27th,  and  I  sent,  by  the  way  of  London, 
one  dated  May  31st.  Since  this  I  have  been  honored  with  yours 
of -May  5th.  The  letter  therem  enclosed  for  Mr.  Dumas  has  been 
duly  forwarded;  and  the  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Consular 
convention,  I  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Vergennes  the  first  levee 
day  after  the  return  of  the  Kmg,  who  was  gone  to  Cherbourg  at  the 
time  of  my  receivmg  it.  Mr.  Randall  being  so  fisu:  on  his  return, 
and  meaning  to  go  by  the  way  of  London,  where  his  stay  will  be 
short,  he  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  letter,  with  which  I  have  an 
opportunity  of  enclosing  the  last  letters  I  have  received  firom  Mr. 
Barclay  and  Mr.  Lamb.  Mr.  Barclay  left  Cadiz  soon  after  the  date 
of  hb  letter.  I  wrote  to  Mr.  Lamb  on  the  20th  June,  with  the 
concurrence  of  Mr.  Adams,  to  repair  to  Congress  with  all  possible 
despatch,  recommending,  but  not  enjoining,  his  coming  by  the  way 
of  Marseilles  and  Paris,  supposing  it  possible  that  the  information 
be  might  communicate  might  be  usefully  applied  by  Mr.  Adams  and 
myself  in  the  execution  of  the  commands  of  Congress.  I  after- ' 
wards  wrote  him  another  letter,  desiring  expressly  that,  if  this  route 
was  likely  to  retard  much  his  attendance  on  Congress,  he  would 
take  such  other  as  should  be  shortest. 

At  the  desire  of  Monsieur  Houdon,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose 
to  you  his  propositions  for  making  the  equestrian  statue  of  General 
Washington. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  last  year  I  received  letters  from  an  American 
master  of  a  ship,  of  the  name  of  Aisquith,  informing  me  that  he 
had  had  a  most  disastrous  passage  across  the  Atlantic ;  that  they  had 
put  into  Brest  when  in  such  distress  that  they  were  obliged  to  make 
the  first  port  possible ;  that  they  had  been  immediately  seized  by 
the  officers  of  the  Farmers  General,  theur  vessel  and  her  lading 
seized,  and  that  themselves  were  then  m  jail,  sufiering  from  every 
want.  Letters  by  every  post  gave  me  to  believe  their  distress  was 
very  real.  All  their  cash  was  soon  exhausted,  and  the  winter  setting 
in  very  severely,  I  desired  a  merchant  of  Brest  to  furnish  them  a 
Vol.  L— 49 
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livre  a  day  apiece.  It  was  sometime  before  I  could  be  ascertdned 
of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings  against  them.  It  proved  at  l^gth 
to  be  a  prosecution  as  for  endeavoring  to  introduce  tobacco  in  con- 
traband. I  was  mduced  to  order  thb  allowance  fiom  evidence  that 
the  men,  six  in  number,  must  inevitably  perish  if  left  to  the  pittance 
allowed  by  the  Farmers  General  to  their  prisoners,  and  bom  a  hope 
that  the  matter  would  soon  be  decided.  I  was  led  on  by  this  delusive 
hope  fiom  week  to  wedc,  and  noonth  to  month,  and  it  proved  to  be 
ten  months  befcHne  diey  were  discharged.  I  applied  early  to  Count 
de  y^ennes,  and  was  infimned  by  him  that  the  matter  bemg  in  a 
regular  course  of  law  there  could  be  no  interference,  and  that  if  die 
sentence  diould  be  against  them,  I  might  expect  a  remission  of  so 
much  of  it  as  should  depend  on  the  King.  They  were  condemned 
to  forfeit  their  vessel  and  cargo,  to  a  fine,  and  to  the  galleys ;  the  fine 
and  condemnation  to  the  galleys  were  remitted  immediately  by  the 
King,  but  the  finrfeiture  of  the  vessel  and  cargo  being  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Farmers,  he  could  not  remit  that.  Tliey  were  also  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  their  prosecution,  and  to  remam  in  jail  till  they  did 
it ;  so  that,  upon  the  whole,  I  was  obliged  to  advance  for  them 
S,620Kp.  St.,.  being  somewhat  upwards  of  one  hundred  guineas,  for 
which  I  informed  Aisquith  bom  the  beginning  he  must  consider 
himself  as  answerable  to  the  United  States.  I  accordingly  enclose 
the  account,  shewing  the  purposes  for  which  the  money  was  paid, 
and  his  own  original  acknowledgment  that  it  was  for  his  use.  I  own 
I  am  uncertain  whether  I  have  done  right  in  this,  but  I  am  perEAiaded 
some  of  them  would  have  perished  without  this  advance.  I  th^refcve 
thought  it  one  of  those  cases  where  citizens,  being  under  unexpected 
calamity,  have  a  right  to  call  for  the  patronage  of  the  public  servants. 
All  the  disinterested  testimony  I  have  ever  been  able  to  get,  has 
beai  in  fiivor  of  the  innocence  of  these  men.  Count  de  Vergennes, 
however,  believed  them  guilty ;  and  I  was  assured  the  depositions 
regularly  taken  were  much  against  them.  I  enclose  herewith  the 
state  of  their  case  as  it  appeared  to  me  in  the  beginning,  and  as  I 
communicated  it  by  letter  to  the  Minister. 

Havmg  been  lately  desired  by  the  Swedish  Ambassador  to^  state 
to  him  what  I  thought  the  best  measure  for  roadering  the  Island  of 
St.  Bartholomew  usefol  to  the  commerce  of  Sweden  and  the  United 
States,  I  did  it  in  a  letter,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy.  My  view  in 
domg  it  is,  that  if  any  further  or  better  measure  should  occur  to 
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Congress,  on  its  being  coranranicated  to  me  I  can  still  suggest  it  to 
the  Ambassador,  probably  before  any  final  decision.  It  being  material 
that  the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  whale  oil,  which  would  expire 
with  the  close  of  this  year,  should  be  revised  in  time  for  the  whale 
men  to  take  measures  in  consequence,  we  have  applied  for  a  ccmtin- 
uance  of  the  reduction,  and  even  for  an  abolition  of  all  dbties.  The 
committee,  the  creation  of  which  I  informed  you  in  my  letter  of 
May  37th,  and  of  which  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  is  a  member, 
were  in  favor  of  the  abolition :  but  there  is  little  prospect,  perhaps 
none  at  all,  of  obtaining  a  confirmatbn  of  their  sentence.  I  have 
no  dCubt  of  the  continuance  of  the  abatement  of  the  duties  on  the 
footing  stated  in  that  letter;  the  term  of  three  years  will  probably 
be  adopted.  The  Gazettes  of  Leyden  and  of  France,  fixxn  the 
former  to  the  present  date,  accompany  this. 
I  have  the  hoaot  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROM  THOMAS   BARCLAY  TO  MESSRS.  ADAMS   AND   JEFFEBSON. 

Cadis,  May  S3, 1786. 

Gentlemen, 

Smce  my  arrival  here,  the  9th,  nothing  has  occurred  worth  your 
attention.  I  am  waiting  for  a  vessel  that  is  bound  to  Mogadore,  and 
expect  to  sail  m  a  few  days.  You  have  probably  as  late  accounts 
from  Mr.  Lamb  as  I  can  give  you,  yet  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
inform  you  of  his  arrival  at  Alicant  the  24th  of  last  month,  where, 
doubtless,  his  quarantine  has  delayed  his  proceeding  to  Madrid. 
The  enclosed  b  a  copy  of  a  lettw  from  the  Count  d'E!spilly  to  Mr. 
Carmichael,  dated  at  Algiers  the  20th  past.  Whether  it  will  convey 
anything  new  or  not  I  cannot  say,  nor  whether  Mr.  Carmichael  may 
not  already  have  transmitted  to  you  its  contents. 

I  hope  to  have,  the  pleasure  of  soon  hearing  from  you,  and  of 
being  informed  whether  you  have  any  commands  far  me  further  than 
Morocco.  I  have  long  been  anxious  to  see  the  trade  of  our  country 
to  these  parts  put  on  a  safe  and  respectable  footing,  as  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  the  importance  of  the  object ;  and  if  I  can,  while  I 
am  in  the  neighborhood  of  Africa,  in  the  smallest  degree  contribute 
towards  the  doing  it,  no  care  or  attention  on  my  part  shall  be  wanting. 
If  my  going  to  Constantinople  will  be  thought  by  you  useful>  you 
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have  only  to  command  me,  and  I  oflfer  you  my  services  there,  or  any 
where  else,  without  limitations.  As  soon  as  I  have  executed  the 
business  in  which  I  am  engaged,  I  mtend  to  return  to  America  for  a 
few  months,  having  aheady  pnx^ured  permission  fix)m  Congress  to 
go  there  to  settle  some  of  my  affiiks  that  require  my  presence.  I 
send  you  herewith  enclosed  an  extract  of  a  letter  written  from 
Morocco  to  the  Consul  of  the  Emperor  of  Germany  at  this  place^ 
from  whom  I  received  it ;  but  it  is  the  only  intelligence  here  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco  having  made  such  a  declaration,  and  probably 
is  no  more  than  a  sudden  gust  of  passion,  which  has  blown  ovet 
with  the  circumstance  that  occasioned  ft.  It  is,  however,  certain 
that  the  British  are  not  at  present  a  favored  people  m  Morocco,  and 
that  a  letter  from  his  Catholic  Majesty  b  likely  to  have  greater  wdght 
in  that  country  than  one  from  any  other  potentate  on  earth.  I  have 
had  some  conversation  with  the  Marquis  de  Vialli,  who  is  well  known 
to  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  and  who  says  he  has  frequently  talked 
with  him  on  the  subject  of  America.  His  opmion  is,  that  the 
Emperor  will  demand  a  tribute  of  eighteen  thousand  dollars  per 
annum.  This  gentleman,  to  whom  I  was  made  known  by  General 
O'Reily,  the  late  Governor  of  Andalusia  and  Cadiz,  has  given  me  a 
good  deal  of  useful  information  and  advice ;  but  to  what  purposes  I 
shall  be  able  to  apply  either  remabs  to  be  tried.  Indeed,  I  much 
fear  the  Eknperor's  ideas  will  exceed  those  of  my  constituents. 
Immediately  on  my  arrival  here  I  wrote  to  him  that  I  would  embark 
for  Mogadore  as  soon  as  possible,  which  I  did  to  cut  short  any  delays 
that  might  occur  there  by  waitmg  his  permission  to  go  to  Morocco, 
where  he  is  at  present ;  and  I  expect,  by  the  time  I  get  to  Mogadoie, 
orders  will  be  lodged  for  my  getting  forward. 
I  beg  you  will  believe  me,  gentlemen,  kc, 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FBOM  JOHN  LAMB  TO  THOMAS  JCFFEBSON. 

Madrid,  May  90, 1786. 

After  my  little  disappointments,  I  arrived  at  Algias  the  25th 
March,  and  within  the  term  of  three  or  four  days  I  found  that  the 
whole  amount  of  money  in  my  hands  belonging  to  the  public  would 
not  purchase  the  unfortunate  captives;  in  consequence  of  which 
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I  despatched  Mr.  Randall,  so  that  your  Excellencies  might  have  the 
earliest  notice  of  our  matters  m  that  quarter.  In  a  short  letter  to 
your  Excellencies  I  stated  our  afiairs.  Accordingly,  Mr.  Randall 
sailed  the  29th  or  30th  Mitch,  with  my  desire  to  him  to  proceed 
with  all  possible  despatch,  to  give  the  earliest  notice  that  was  in  my 
power ;  but  when  1  came  here  I  found  Mr.  Randall  was  in  Aranjuez. 
I  received  a  line  from  him  at  nine  the  next  evening,  in  consequence 
of  which  I  wrote  him,  and  desired  him  to  proceed ;  he  answered  my 
letter.  The  three  letters  I  herein  enclose,  so  that  your  Excellenciea 
will  naturally  excuse  me  for  the  detention. 

On  the  3d  day  of  April  I  was  admitted  to  an  audience  with  the 
Dey,  but  he  would  not  speak  of  peace— set  the  slaves  at  most 
exorbitant  prices,  far  beyond  my  limits.  The  7th  I  had  a  second 
interview,  but  still  he  was  of  the  same  mind.  About  the  I7th,  I 
had  the  third  and  last  interview*  He  fell  something  of  his  first 
price ;  and  I  here  enclose  the  last  price,  which  b  enormous,  as  your 
,  Excellencies  will  see.  My  next  views  were  to  have  an  acquaint* 
ance  with  their  principal  Minister,  which  I  soon  brought  to  pass  by 
some  presents  to  this  Minister's  c(»ifidant,  and  he  was  our  interpreter. 
He  told  me  that  it  was  his  greatest  desire  that  our  peace  might  be 
made  with  their  Regency,  and  tjiat  for  his  part  he  would  use  his 
utmost  endeavors  for  the  purpose ;  but  until  the  afiairs  of  Spain 
were  settled,  little  could  be  done  on  our  matter ;  and  fiirther  told  me 
not  to  mind  the  little  put-o&  by  the  Dey,  nor  the  enormous  price 
asked  for  our  slaves ;  that  the  price  that  was  set  on  our  people  was 
only  to  put  a  more  modest  face  on  the  price  which  they  intend  to 
make  the  Spaniards  pay  for  their  people,  and  advised  me  to  go  to 
Spain  and  wait  until  they  had  done  with  Spain,  and  that  I  might 
rest  assured  that  he  would,  at  all  opportimities,  write  to  me.  I 
begged  him  to  write  to  Mr.  Carmichael;  he  did.  I  begged  him 
to  give  me  a  free  pass  to  come  to  Algiers  and  go  when  I  pleased. 
He  likewise  did,  but  told  me  that  if  the  letter  was  exposed  that  he 
had  written  Mr.  Carmichael  he  should  lose  his  life,  and  when  I 
returned  that  I  might  expect  the  same.  I  had  several  interviews 
with  this  Minister,  and  the  above  is  the  purport  and  substance, 
excepting  that  they  had  an  entire  right  to  make  peace  or  war  without 
the  voice  of  the  Grand  Seignior,  and  that  they  were  under  no  control 
by  the  Ottoman  Porte.  He  told  me  that  it  would  not  be  long  after 
my  arrival  m  Spain  before  he  should  let  me  know  what  steps  it  would 
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be  best  to  take,  and  when  for  me  to  i^tum  if  I  was  ordered  back ; 
and  as  I  found  it  was  of  no  consequence  to  tarry  longer  than  until  I 
had  further  orders,  I  took  his  advice  and  returned.  There  is  no 
doubt  but  I  shall  hear  fiom  him  soon.  After  waiting  in  Spain  a 
long  time  hr  the  influence  of  that  Court,  I  was  obliged  to  leave 
Madrid  widiout  success,  for  I  got  no  letter,  although  Mr.  Carmichad 
took  the  utmost  pcdns.  About  four  or  five  days  bdbre  I  left  Algiers, 
I  received  two  letters  fix>m  Mr.  Caimichael.  Ikiclosed  in  one  of 
those  was  an  open  letter  firom  the  Court  of  Spain  in  fiivor  of  our 
mission  to  that  Regency,  and  directed  to  Count  d'Espilly.  But 
{devious  to  the  reception  of  die  letter,  he  told  me  if  such  a  letter 
came  to  him  he  could  not  make  any  use  of  it ;  neither  did  he.  The 
season  he  best  knows ;  but  this  is  sure  that  he  cares  very  little  about 
our  peace  in  that  quarter.  The  letter  I  carried  firom  France  was  of 
no  consequence.  If  your  Excellency  could  procure  a  letter  from 
the  Court  of  France,  and  directed  to  the  Dey,  with  their  desires  to 
him  for  a  peace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  it  woi!kld  give  « 
great  weight ;  but  such  a  lett^,  I  dare  say,  would  be  hard  to  be 
procured.  The  treatment  I  received  firom  the  French  Consul  was 
polite;  mdeed  ^e  paid  me  great  attrition.  Mr.  Logic  likewise 
xeceived  me  as  an  did  fii^d,  and  declared  to  me  that  he  had  no 
orders  to  counteract  my  mission  firom  his  Court ;  ^ich  I  am  sure 
of.  I  left  the  packet  in  the  hands  of  the  Count  d'Espilly,  who  had 
employed  her  for  Spain,  until  I  call  for  h^,  and  have  the  Count's 
receipt  for  the  vessd.  I  thought  proper  to  leave  my  own  stores 
whidi  I  carried  over  in  Algiers,  and  left  them  with  Mr.  Wolf,  who 
is  a  very  honest,  good  gentleman,  and  I  believe  a  firiend  to  our 
cause  in  that .  quarter ;  €tnd  by  the  desire  of  Count  d^EspiUy  hhve 
left  the  care  of  our  unjf(»rtunate  people  likewise  in  his  hands,  together 
with  fixir  hundred  ddlars  to  pay  their  past  expenses,  and  buy  them 
such  thmgs  as  will  make  them  comfi3rtaUe,  which  money,  I  am  sure, 
will  be  firugally  expended.  I  shall  wait  your  Excellency's  fiirther 
orders  at  Alicant,  hoping  that  my  conduct  may  be  approved  of; 
and  am,  with  due  respect,  your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble 

^^"^^^'  JOHN  LAMB. 

N.  B.  The  plague  is  within  the  limits  of  the  Regency  of  Algiers, 
in  consequence  of  which  it  will  make  very  long  quarantines  in 
Spain.    The  vessel  that  I  have  bought  for  the  conveniency  of  our 
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business  I  believe  will  be  ordered  to  Mahon  to  perform  quarantine. 

To  purchase  this  vessel  was   unavoidable,  as  I  could  nc^  get  to 

Algiers  well  without. 

I  here  give  your  Excellency  an  account  of  the  prices  of  our  unfor^ 

tunate  people,  and  it  b  as  follows,  viz : 

3  Captains,  at  $6,000  each  per  head $18,000 

2  Mates,  at         4,000         • «  8,000 

2  Passengers,  at  4,000  "  8,000 

14  Sailors,  at        1,400  «  19,600 

21  amounts  to  the  enormous  sum  of $53,600 

11  per  cent,  to  be  added  according  to  custom 5,896 

In  Spanish  milled  dollars • $59,496 

So  that  your  Excellencies  see  how  far  beyond  your  expectations 
the  sum  amounts,  which  renders  me  incapable  of  actmg  until  further 
orders.  The  price  the  Spaniards  are  giving  for  their  people  is 
short  of  what  is  charged  us,  and  they  have  eleven  hundred  men  and 
some  upwards  in  Algiers.  It  will  cost  Spam  more  than  a  million  and 
a  half  of  dollars  for  their  slaves  only ;  the  peace  of  Spain  and  their 
slaves  will  amount  to  more  than  three  millions  of  doUars.  I  have 
only  to  add  that  their  cruisers  will,  in  all  probability,  be  at  sea  by 
the  6th  of  June,  at  the  farthest.  I  am  of  opinion  that,  if  we  follow 
our  pretension  for  peace  thb  summer,  that  they  will  hear  proposals, 
but  not  at  the  price  we  expected,  nor  by  the  open  way  we  first  went 
to  woi^.  If  France  will  give  nothing  but  sealed  letters,  we  had 
better  have  none.  To  fight  these  people,  the  first  jeax  will  cost  us 
more  than  half  a  million  pounds  sterling.  I  have,  by  experience  of 
a  long  date,  a  perfect  knovdedge  of  the  cost  of  armed  vessels,  and 
at  the  distance  we  are  fixmi  these  people,  and  foreign  ports  to  make 
use  of,  it  will  be  a  heavy  tax  upon  us,  and  without  the  least  prospect 
of  gain.  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  in  speaking  my  mind  so' freely. 
It  is  out  of  zealous  desires  for  the  good  of  the  country  I  belong  to, 
and,  it  is  my  opinion,  that  for  a  less  sum  than  the  first  year  would 
cost  us  to  fight  we  can  make  peace,  and  if  we  inteiid  it  at  all,  now 
is  the  only  time  to  pursue,  as  the  way  is  seemingly  open  for  a  trial. 

I  hope  no  more  of  our  people  will  be  so  unhappy  as  to  fall  into 
those  people's  hands  this  summer ;  and  in  that  case,  it  will^  in  a 
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manner,  discourage  them  in  their  expectatbns.  Spain  b  our  sure 
friend  in  our  peace  with  Algiers ;  but  they  have  not  finished  thek 
peace  at  present.  We  shall  have  their  assistance  at  the  conclusion 
of  their  peace. 

With  due  respect,  fee,  J.  LAMB. 

I  have  no  objecdon  to  their  being  a  trial  made  at  Constantinople, 
but  it  win  be  of  no  consequence  as  to  peace  with  Algiers,  as  the 
Count  mentions  in  his  letter,  hb  views  are  to  have  Mr.  Wolf 
appointed  in  our  peace  with  Algiers,  and  Mr.  Wolf  b  a  very  good 
man ;  but  it  b  well  to  take  time  before  large  power  b  givm  to 
strangers.  Tlie  Count  kept  me  as  much  in  the  dark  as  he  could  on 
all  accounts.  My  advice  is,  if  we  should  arm  against  these  people, 
to  unite  ourselves  with  those  nations  that  are  not  at  peace  with 
Algiers,  and  that  will  lessen  our  expense  much  on  the  occasion. 


lit  Camwierce. — ^Articles  of  importaticm  from  Marseilles  and  L^- 
b(»rn,  the  chief  ports  with  which  Algiers  carries  on  its  commerce,  are 
bar-iron,  steel,  German  linens,  and  Dutch  linens  of  all  kinds, 
English  and  French  cloth,  long  eUs,  spices,  copperas,  coffee,  sugar, 
gold  and  silver  brocades,  wrought  silk,  deab,  hardware,  a  small 
quantity  of  fish,  with  different  other  articles  from  that  quarter;  and 
all  those  articles  pay  five  per  cent,  duty  at  Algiers.  Every  kind  of 
warlike  stores  are  firee  of  duty,  and  naval  stores  likewise,  and  are 
generally  received  as  presents  bom  those  ncurthem  nations  who  are 
at  peace  with  them.  The  trade  carried  on  from  Algiers  b  to 
Smyrna,  Alexandria,  and  different  ports  of  the  Levant ;  b  chiefly  by 
the  Mocrnsh  and  Jewish  merchants,  and  by  thek  own  people,  and  it 
consists  in  raw  silks,  linens,  muslins,  cotton,  durdetts,  and  gums,  and 
are  transported  to  Ekirope,  in  bottoms  without  distinction,  not  having 
any  tradbg  vesseb  of  their  own,  there  b  not  one  merchant  ship 
belonging  to  the  Regency  of  Algiers.  Exports  are  wheat,  barley, 
beans,  Indian  com,  wool,  hides,  beeswax  in  considerable  quantities. 
The  chief  and  only  manufacture  b  silk  sashes,  plain  and  embroidered, 
with  a  species  of  red  and  white  bUnketing,  which  they  ship  to  the 
Levant. 

2d.  Parts. — ^Bona,  Bagia,  Algiers^  and  Arzew,  and  are  very  exactly 
described  in  the  French  charts.    Algiers  b  well  fortified  with  upwards 
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of  one  thousand  brass  cannon,  from  thirty-six  to  twenty-four  pound 
shot,  and  many  of  their  works  bomb  proof. 

Bd.  Naval  Forte. — ^Their  present  naval  force  consists  of  nine 
Xebecks  and  ten  row-galleys,  from  thirty-six  to  eight  guns.  The 
largest  is  manned  with  about  four  hundred  men,  and  so  in  proportion. 
They  mostly  depend  on  their  success  by  boarding  of  vessels.  A 
more  particular  account  is  sent. 

4th.  Prisoners. — ^Prisoners,  or  rather  slaves,  are,  for  the  most  part, 
treated  with  rigor,  hard  work,  and  poor  nourishment.  They  are 
frequently  redeemed,  either  by  their  friends  or  public  charity,  but 
oftentimes  at  exorbitant  prices.  Their  treaties  are  sometimes  broke, 
but  not  often.  Hired  troops,  ot  those  who  receive  pay,  are  about 
twenty  thousand.  On  occasion,  they  can  bring  two  hundred  thou- 
sand into  the  field,  and  are  an  undisciplined  wild  rabble.  Indeed, 
the  best  troops  they  have  are  about  ten  thousand  Turks,  and  are 
stationed  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom.  There  b  no  making  a 
proper  estimate  of  their  revenues,  but,  however,  they  are  very  con- 
siderable. Their  public  revenues  are  estimated  at  more  than  ten 
millions  pound  sterling  in  specie,  &c. 

5th.  Language. — ^Is  Turkish,  Arabic,  lingua  Franca,  Italian. 
Lingua  Franca  is  a  corruption  of  Turkish,  Italian,  and  Spanish, 
much  spoken  at  Algiers  at  this  time. 

6th  and  1th.  Government  Religion. — ^Little  subordination  is  paid 
to  the  Ottoman  Porte.  They,  however,  acknowledge  the  Grand 
Seignor  to  be  the  spiritual  head  of  their  religion,  and  tl^at  b  Mahom- 
etanism ;  by  the  same  species  of  fanaticism  the  Christian  religion 
they  hold  in  the  utmost  contempt. 

Captures. — ^Two  ships  from  the  United  States  of  America,  with 
twenty-one  persons  on  board,  officers  included.  Of  the  different 
nations,  slaves  about  fifteen  hundred.  They  are  at  war  with  all 
nations,  except  France,  Elngland,  Denmark,  Holland,  Spain,  Sweden, 
Venice,  and  the  Empen^  of  Germany. 


Translation.    ^ 

Mr.  HoTJDON  asks  for  the  executing  an  equestrian  statue  in  bronze 
of  General  Washington,  having  the  privilege  of  the  workshops  in 
the  city  containing  the  furnaces  proper  for  this  casting,  and  the 
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dwelliDg-hoase  thereto  annexed,  the  6am  of  600,000Zt«.,  and  ten 
years  dating  irom  this  time  to  perform  the  work,  supposing  that 
die  agreement  will  be  signed  by  the  two  partis  in  the  course  of  this 
year.  Thi^  price  bemg  agreed  to,  the  payments  shall  be  divided  as 
may  best  suit  Congress,  representing,  however,  that  during  the  first 
years  a  variety  of  disbursements  must  occur. 

He  conceives  that  he  ought  to  prevail  on  the  Senate  to  allow  this 
work  to  be  cast  in  two  parts ;  that  is  to  say,  the  General  and  the 
horse  separately.  This  will  by  no  means  injure  the  unity  of  the 
woik,  but  will  rather,  on  reflection,  be  advantageous  to  every  part, 
the  casting,  execution,  solidity,  and  convenience  for  transportation. 
He  insists  on  this  point  from  the  experience  whidi  he  and  his  tror^- 
men  have  endeavored  to  acquire  to  raider  themselves  capable.  He 
does  not  know  at  present  of  a  founder  existing  on  whom  he  can  rely 
'  so  well  as  on  those  whom  he  has  himself  prepared  at  a  great  expense 
during  fifteen  years  that  he  has  been  in  possession  of  the  furnaces  m 
which  the  equestrian  statue  of  Louis  XV,  King  of  France,  was 
cast.  The  persons  who  were  employed  in  that  business  ajte  now 
dead. 


Translation. 

Description  of  the  cost  of  several  Bronxe  Statues,  and  the  names 
of  the  Artists  who  executed  them. 

Mr.  Talconet  was  invited  to  Russia  to  make  ihe  equestrian  statue 
of  PetOT  the  Great,  at  Petersburgh,  in  bronze,  on  the  following  con- 
ditions :  To  have  the  expenses  of  boarding  and  lodging  definyed 
until  his  work  should  be  entirely  finished ;  that  if,  by  means  of  sick- 
ness or  any  other  accident,  the  time  and  work  should  be  prolonged 
beyond  eight  years,  Mr.  Talconet  fully  relies  on  the  equity  of  her 
Imperial  Majesty  to  make  allowances  for  his  expenses  and  lodging 
for  said  time,  as  he  cannot  guard  against  unforeseen  accidents.  He 
moreover  received  25,000/tr.  per  annum  from  the  Empress,  his 
journey  from  Paris  to  Petersburgh,  and  his  return  to  this  city,  paid ; 
that  he  would  only  receive  orders  either  firom  her  Imperial  Majesty 
directly,  or  through  her  Minister.  Prince  Gallitzin,  Minister  of 
Russia,  had  offered  him,  on  the  part  of  his  Court,  400,000^.  ; 
he  would  only  accept,  however',  200,000/w.      Mr.  Pajou  asked 
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eOO^OOOKi^.;  Mr.  Coustoa,  450,000;i«.;  Mr.  Vassee,  400,000K^. 
The  founder  was  to  receive  140,000Kv.  immediately  after  the  casting, 
which,  if  it  did  not  succeed,  he  was  to  have  10,000{fv.  per  annum 
to  begin  it  again.  The  expenses  of  the  wcokshops  to  be  at  the  cost 
of  the  Court. 

The  equestrian  statue  in  bronze  of  Frederick  V,  at  Copenhagen, 
was  made  by  Mr.  Sally.  He  received  for  the  model  and  the  pains 
he  bestowed  on  this  piece  &IOfiO0Uv.  It  is  true  that  tbb  bronze 
statue,  cast  by  Goor,  contadned  upwards  of  three  thousand  pieces, 
large  and  small.  A  pensitMi  of  5,000^.,  during  life,  was  given  to 
Mr.  Sally,  and  which  he  drew  two  years  after  his  arrival  at  Copen- 
hagen. He  moreover  had  a  pension  of  9,000Ki;.,  4,5002t«.  of  which 
were  paid  till  he  finished  his  work,  and  4,500/to.  paid  by  the  King 
until  hk  death  ;  and  a  ftnrther  gratification  of  36yOOOUv.  The  founder 
was  paid  for  the  expenses  of  his  two  journeys,  40,000{io.,  12,0002t«. 
p^  annum,  and  3,O0OKv.  income  after  the  casting.  He  remained 
about  four  years  at  Copenhagen,  and  returned  home  with  about 
300,000/to.  He  asked,  for  going  to  Petersburgh  to  cast  ^  statue 
of  Peter  the  Great,  480,000/io.  In  short,  for  workmen's  wages, 
and  everything  dep^^ling  therecm,  for  the  space  of  eighteen  or 
nineteen  years  which  were  employed  in  this  work,  it  cost  the  India 
Company  2,200,000^9.,  to  which  it  is  said  the  King  added 
600,000/u;.,  which  makes  m  all  near  3,000,000Zi9. 

Mr.  Bouchardon,  who  began  the  equestrian  statue,  in  bronze,  of 
Louis  Xin,  Kmg  of  France,  which  is  at  Paris,  enjoyed  during 
fifteen  years,  that  is  to  say,  until  his  death,  which  surprised  him  in 
the  middle  of  hb  work,  a  pension  of  15,000/to.  per  annum. 


FBOM  JOHN   MEHEGAN  TO  THOMAS   JSfTEBSON. 

Excellent  Sir, 
As  I  have  seen  the  distress  of  your  unfortunate  countr3rmen,  I 
implore  you  will  use  your  utmost  endeavors  to  extricate  them  firom 
thb  unhappy  aflMr.  They  are  now  in  real  want,  haviag  only  three 
poor  sols  per  day  each  man  to  live  on,  which  will  scarce  keep  life 
in  the  cold  prison  they  are  confined  in.  The  people  in  whom  they 
confided  having  got  all  the  money  they  had,  three  poor  guineas 
excepted,  and  which  they  expect  the  lawyers  at  Brest  will  demand, 
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as  tbey  sent  for  ten  guineas  to  cany  on  the  suit,  but  the  poor  men 
have  not  such  a  sum.  And  if  they  do  not  send  money  they  will  be 
deserted,  and  they  will  lose  their  liberty  and  prop^ty,  and  their 
unfortunate  famiUes  will  be  ruined  and  suff^  for  a  crime  they  are 
innocent  of,  without  your  protection  and  assistance. 

He  officers,  and  every  one  who  saw  the  condition  they  w^e  in 
when  they  came  in  here,  own  they  must  either  perish  at  sea  for  want 
of  provisions  and  repairs  (x  come  into  this  {Aace,  all  their  provisions 
being  so  near  out  as  not  to  have  lasted  two  days  at  most ;  and  the 
officers  have  not  the  least  circumstantial  proof  against  them,  only 
pure  suspicions. 

The  c^ers  have  confined  them  the  same  as  criminals,  and  give 
only  the  allowance  destined  for  criminals.  The  p^ple  who  came 
to  get  what  they  could  from  them,  now  they  are  in  distress,  have 
entirely  abandoned  them.  I  then  entreat  your  Excellency  to  use 
your  endeavors  to  relieve  and  favor  those  objects  of  compassion, 
who,  in  a  strange  land,  are  not  aUe  to  redress  their  grievances. 
Exert,  then,  your  influence  in  favor  of  your  distressed,  I  dare  say, 
innocent,  countrymen ;  their  troubles  are  so  great  that  I  fear  they 
will  not  be  able  to  bear  them.  Should  Commodore  John  Paul  Jones 
be  at  Versailles,  I  entreat  you  to  present  him  my  respects.  You 
will  pardon  the  liberty  I  take. 

I  am,  &c.,  .  JOHN  MEHEGAN. 


Paris,  November  14, 1785. 
Sir, 
I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  your  Excellency  on  behalf  of  six 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who  have  been  for  some  time  confined 
m  the  prisons  of  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  and  of  referring  for  particulars  to 
the  enclosed  state  of  their  case.  Some  of  the  material  facts  therein 
mentioned  are  founded  on  the  bill  of  sale  for  the  vessel,  her  clearance 
bom  Balumore,  and  her  log-book.  The  originals  of  the  two  last, 
and  a  copy  of  the  first  are  in  my  hands.  I  have  also  letters  fiom  a 
merchant  in  Liverpool  to  Asquith,  which  render  it  very  probable 
that  -hb  vessel  was  bound  to  Liverpod.  The  other  circumstances 
depend  on  their  affirmation,  but  I  must  say  that  in  these  facts  they 
have  been  uniform  and  steady.  I  have  thus  long  avoided  troubling 
your  Excellency  with  this  case  m  hopes  it  would  receive  its  decisioa 
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in  the  ordmary  course  of  law ;  and  I  relied  that  that  would'indemnify 
the  sufferers  if  they  had  been  used  unjustly*  But  though  they  have 
been  in  close  confinement  now  near  three  months,  it  has  yet  no 
appearance  of  approaching  to  decision.  In  the  meantime  the  cold 
of  the  winter  is  coming  oui  and  to  men  in  their  situation  may  produce 
events  which  would  render  all  indemnification  too  late.  I  must, 
therefore,  pray  the  assistance  of  your  Excellency  for  the  liberation  of 
their  persons,  if  the  established  order  of  things  may  possibly  admit 
of  it.  As  to  their  property  and  their  personal  sufiferings  hitherto,  I 
have  full  confidence  that  the  laws  have  provided  lor  their  discussion 
some  tribunal  where  justice  will  be  done  them.  I  enclose  the 
opinion  of  an  advocate,  forwarded  to  me  by  a  gentleman  whom  I 
had  desired  to  obtain,  from  some  judicious  person  of  that  faculty,  a 
state  of  their  case.  This  may,  perhaps,  give  a  better  idea  than  I 
can  of  the  situation  of  their  cause.  His  inquiries  have  led  me  to 
believe  they  are  innocent  men,  but  that  they  must  lose  their  vessel 
under  the  edict  which  forbids  those  under  thirty  tons  to  approach 
the  coast.  Admitting  their  innocence  as  he  does,  I  should  suppose 
them  not  the  objects  on  whom  such  edict  was  meant  to  operate. 
The  essential  papers  which  he  says  they  redemanded  from  him,  and 
did  not  return,  were  sent  to  me  at  my  desire. 

T7^  Case  of  Lister  Asquitk,  owner  of  the  Schooner  William  and 
Catharine,  William  M^Neily  Captain,  William  Thomson,  WiUiam 
NeiUy,  Robert  Anderson,  mariners,  and  William  Fowler,  pas- 
senger. 

Lister  Asquith,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Maryland,  having  a  law- 
suit depending  in  England  which  required  his  presence,  as  involving 
in  its  issue  nearly  his  whole  fortune,  determined  to  go  thither  in  a 
small  schooner  of  his  own,  that  he  might,  at  the  same  time,  take 
with  him  an  adventure  of  tobacco  and  flour  to  Liverpool,  where  he 
had  commercial  connexions.  Tbb  schooner  he  purchased  as  of 
fifty-nme  and  a  half  tons,  as  appears  by  his  bill  of  sale,  but  she  had 
been  registered  by  her  owner  at  twenty-one  tons,  in  order  to  evade 
the  double  duties  in  England,  to  which  American  vessels  are  now 
subject.  He  cleared  out  from  Baltimore  for  Liverpool  the  11th  of 
June,  1785,  with  eight  hogsheads  of  tobacco  and  sixty  barrels  of 
flour,  but  run  aground  at  Smith's  Point,  sprung  a  leak,  and  was 
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obliged  to  return  to  Btltiiiiore  to  refit.  Having  stopped  his  ledc,  he 
took  his  cargo  on  board  agab,  and  his  health  being  infirm  he  engaged 
Captam  William  McNeil*  to  go  with  him,  and  on  the  20th  June 
sailed  for  Norfolk,  in  Virginia;  and  on  the  22d  came  to  in  Hamptoa 
Roads,  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  on  which  Norfolk  is.  Learning 
here  that  tobacco  would  be  better  than  flour  for  the  EngliA  markeCy 
he  landed  fiftj  barrels  of  his  floor  and  one  hogdiead  of  tobacco, 
which  he  found  to.be  bad,  meuiing  to  take  instead  dieieof  nine 
hogsheads  of  tobacco  more.  But  the  same  night  it  began  to  blow 
very  hard,  widi  much  nun.  The  23d  the  storm  became  more 
heavy ;  they  let  go  both  their  anchors,  but  were  driven,  notwitb- 
standing,  finm  their  anchorage,  fenced  to  put  to  sea,  and  go  before 
die  wind.  The  occurrenoes^  of  their  voyage  will  be  best  detailed  by 
short  extracts  fiom  dieir  log-bo(dc : 

June  24th.  The  weather  becomes  worse ;  one  of  the  foreshrouds 
and  the  foiennst  carried  away. 

June  2Stfa.  Shifted  their  ballast^  which  threw  them  on  Uieir  beuD 
ends,  and  shipped  a  very  heavy  sea. 

Held  a  consultation,  the  result  of  which  was  that  seeing  they  were 
now  driven  so  far  to  sea,  and  the  weadier  continuing  still  very  bad, 
it  was  better  to  steer  for  Liverpool,  their  p(»t  of  destination,  though 
they  had  not  their  cargo  on  board,  and  no  other  clearance  but  that 
which  they  took  finom  Baltimore. 

June  29th.  The  first  observation  they  had  been  able  to  take-» 
north  latitude  38^  13'. 

June  30th.  Winds  begin  to  be  light,  but  the  sea  still  very  heavy. 

July  5th.  Light  winds  and  a  smooth  sea  for  the  first  time,  in  lati- 
tude 43^  52^. 

July  9th.  Spoke  a  French  brig,  Comte  d'Artob,  Captain  Pierre 
Monreanx,  firom  St.  Mabes,  in  distress  for  provbions ;  relieved  her 
with  three  barrels  <^  flour. 

August  6th.  Thick  weather  and  a  strong  wind.  Made  the  Land's 
End  of  England. 


*  This  wai  the  ofllcer  who,  on  the  eTaenation  of  Fmt  Miflin,  after  the'  British 
had  passed  the  cheTaux-de-frite  in  the  Delaware,  was  left  with  fifteen  men  to 
destroy  the  works,  which  he  did,  and  brought  off  his  men  successfully.  He  bad 
before  that  been  commander  of  the  Rattlesnake  sloop^f-war,  and  had  much 
annoyed  the  British  trade.  Being  bred  a  seaman,  he  had  returned  to  that  voca- 
tion. 
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August  7th.  UnaUe  to  fetch  the  land,  therefore  bore  off  for 
Scilly,  and  came  to  with  both  anchors ;  drove  notwithstanding,  and 
obliged  to  get  up  the  anchors  and  put  to  sea,  running  south- 
wardly. . 

August  8th.  Made  the  land  of  France,  but  did  not  know  what 
part. 

Here  the  log-book  ends.  At  this  time  they  had  on  board  but  ten 
gallcxis  of  water,  four  or  five  pounds  of  bread,  t\^o  or  three  pounds 
of  candles,  no  firewood,  their  sails  unfit  to  be  trusted  to  any  longer, 
and  all  their  materials  for  mending  th^n  exhausted  by  the  constant 
repairs,  which  the  idolence  of  the  weather  had  called  for;  They 
therefore  todk  a  pilot  aboard,  who  carried  them  into  Port  du  Val, 
but  being  informed  by  the  captain  of  a  vessel  there  diat  the  schooner 
was  too  sharp  built  (as  the  American  vessels  mostly  were)  to  lie  in 
that  port,  he  put  out  immediately,  and  the  next  morning  die  pilot 
brought  him  to  anchor  in  the  port  of  the  Isle  de  Bas.  He  went 
immediately  to  Roscoff,  and  protested  to  die  Admiralty  the  true  state 
of  his  case,  and  reported  his  vessel  and  cargo  to  the  custom*-house. 
In  making  the  report  of  his  vessd  stated  her  as  twenty-ond  tons. 
The  officer  informed  him  that  if  she  was  no  larger,  she  would  be 
confiscated  by  an  edict  which  forbid  all  vessels  under  thirty  tons  to 
approach  the  coast ;  he  told  the  officer  what  was  the  real  truth  as  to 
his  register  and  his  bill  of  sale,  and  was  permitted  to  report  her 
according  to  the  latter.  He  paid  the  usual  fees  of  lOUv.  Is.  and' 
obtained  a  clearance.  Notwithstanding  this,  he  was  soon  vished  by 
other  persons,  whom  he  supposes  to  have  been  Commis  of  the  Fermes, 
who  seized  his  vessel,  carried  her  to  the  pier,  and  confined  the  crew 
to  the  vessel  and  half  the  pier,  putting  sentmels  over  them.  They 
brought  a  ganger,  who  measured  her  hold  and  part  of  her  steerage, 
allowing  nothing  for  the  cockpit,  cabin,  forecastle,  and  above  one 
half  the  steerage,  which  is  almost  half  the  vessel,  and  thus  made 
her  contents  (if  that  had  been  of  any  importance)  much  below  the 
truth.    The  tobacco  was  weighed  and  found  to  be  6,487  lbs.,*  which 


*  A  hogshead  of  tobacco  weighs  generally  about  1,000  lbs.  Eogliflh,  equal  to  917 
lbs.  French;  the  seTen  hogsheads  he  sailed  with  would  therefore  weigh,  according 
to  this  estimate,  6,423  lbs.  They  actually  weighed  more  on  the  first  essay.  When 
afterwards  weighed  at  Landivisiau,  they  had  lost  84  lbs.  from  being  carried  into  a 
drier  air.  Perhaps,  too,  a  difference  of  weights  may  have  entered  into  this  appa- 
rent loss. 
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was  sent  on  t^  18th  to  Landivisiau,  and  on  the  19th  they  were 
committed  to  close  prison  at  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  where  they  have  been 
confined  ever  since.  They  had  when  they  first  landed  some  money, 
of  which  they  were  soon  disembarrassed  by  different  persons,  who, 
in  various  fc^ms,  undertook  to  serve  them.  Unable  to  speak  oi 
understand  a  w<»ti  of  the  language  of  the  country,  friendless,  and 
left  without  money,  they  have  languished  three  months  in  a  loath- 
some jail,  without  any  other  sustenance,  a  great  part  of  the  time, 
than  what  could  be  procured  for  three  sols  a  day,  which  have  been 
fiimished  them  to  prevent  their  perishing.  They  have  been  made 
to  understand  that  a  crimmal  process  is  going  aa  against  them  under 
two  heads :  1st.  As  having  sold  tobacco  in  contraband ;  and  2d.  As 
having  entered  a  fori  of  France  in  a  vessel  of  less  than  thirty  tons 
burthen.  In  support  of  the  first  charge  they  understand  that  the 
circumstance  is  relied  on  of  their  having  been  seen  off  the  coast  by 
the  Employis  des  Femes  one  or  two  days.  They  acknowledge 
they  may  have  been  so  seen  while  beatmg  off  Pont  Duval  till  they 
could  get  a  pilot  while  entering  the  port,  and  again  going  round  from 
thence  to  the  road  of  the  Isle  de  Bas.  The  reascms  for  this  have 
been  explained.  They  frurther  add,  that  all  the  time  they  were  at 
Pont  Duval  they  had  a  King's  officer  on  board,  firom  whom,  as  well 
as  firom  their  pilot  and  the  captain,  by  whose  advice  they  left  that 
port  for  the  road  of  the  Isle  de  Bas,  information  can  be  obtained  by 
their  accusers  (who  are  not  imprisoned)  of  the  true  motives  for  that 
measu^  It  is  said  to  be  urged,  also,  that  there  was  found  in  their 
vessel  some  loose  tobacco  in  a  blanket,  which  excites  a  suspicion 
that  they  had  been  selling  tobacco.  When  they  were  stowing  their 
lading  they  broke  a  hogshead,,  as  b  always  necessary,  and  is  always 
done,  to  fill  up  the  stowage,  and  to  consolidate  and  keep  the  whole 
mass  .firm  and  in  place.  The  loose  tobacco  which  had  come  out  of 
the  broken  hogshead  they  repacked  in  bags ;  but  in  the  course  of  the 
distresses  of  their  disastrous  voyage  they  had  onployed  these  bags, 
as  they  had  done  everythbg  else  of  the  same  nature,  in  mending 
their  sails.  The  condition  of  their  sails  when  they  came  into  port 
will  prove  this ;  and  they  were  seen  by  witnesses  enough,  to  whom 
their  accusers,  being  at  liberty,  can  have  access.  Besides,  the  sale 
of  a  part  of  their  tobacco  is  a  fact  which,  had  it  taken  place,  might 
have  been  proved.  But  they  deny  that  it  has  been  proved,  or  even 
can  be  proved  by  true  men,  because  it  never  existed.    And  they 
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hope  the  justice  of  this  country  does  not  pennit  strangers,  seeking  in 
thdr  ports  an  asylum  from  deaths  to  be  thrown  into  jail  and  continued 
there  indefinitely,  on  the  possibility  of  a  fact,  without  any  proof; 
more  especially  when,  as  in  the  present  case,  a  demonstration  to  the 
contrary  is  furnished  by  their  clearance,  which  shews  they  never  had 
more  than  eight  hogsheads  of  tobacco  on  board,  of  which  oae  had 
been  put  ashore  at  Hampton,  m  Virginia,  as  has  been  before  related, 
and  the  seven  others  remained  when  they  first  entered  port.  If  they 
had  been  smugglers  of  tobacco,  the  opposite  coast  ofiered  a  much 
iairer  field,  because  the  g^n  there  is  so  great,  because  they  under- 
stand the  language  and  laws  of  the  country,  they  know  its  harbors 
and  coasts,  and  have  connexions  in  them.  These  circumstances  are 
00  imporftmt  to  smuggler  that  they  do  not  expect  an  instance  has 
ever  occurred  of  the  contraband  of  tobaeco  attempted  on  this  side 
the  channel  by  a  crew  wholly  American.  Be  this  as  it  may,  they 
are  not  of  that  description  of  men. 

As  to  the  second  charge,  that  they  may  have  entered  a  port  of 
France  in  a  vessel  of  less  than  thirty  tons  burthen,  they,  in  the  first 
place,  observe  that  they  saw  the  ganger  measure  the  vessel,  and 
affirm  that  this  method  of  measuring  could  render  little  more  than 
half  her  true  contents ;  but  they  say  further,  that  were  she  below  the 
size  of  thirty  tons,  and  when  entering  the  port  bad  they  known  of 
the  alternative  of  either  fi:)rfeiting  their  vessel  and  cargo  or  of 
perishing  at  sea,  they  must  still  have  entered  the  port,  the  loss  of 
their  vessel  and  cargo  being  the  lesser  evil.  But  the  character  of 
the  lawgiver  assures  them  that  the  intention  of  his  laws  is  perverted 
when  misapplied  to  persons  who,  under  their  circumstances,  take 
refuge  in  his  ^rts.  They  have  no 'occasion  to  recur  fix)m  his  clem- 
ency to  his  justice  by  claiming  the  benefit  of  that  article  in  the 
treaty  which  bmds  the  two  natiiHis  together,  and  which  assures  to 
the  fugitives  of  either  &om  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  a  hospitable 
reception,  and  without  measuring  the  size  of  their  vessel. 

Upon  the  whole  they  protest  themselves  to  be  as  innocent  as  they 
have  been  unfortunate.  Instead  of  relief  in  a  friendly  port  they 
have  seen  their  misfortunes  aggravated  by  the  conduct  of  officers 
who,  in  their  greediness  for  gain,  can  see  in  no  circumstance  anything 
but  proo&  of  guilt.  They  have  already  long  suffered,  and  are  still 
suffering,  whatever  scanty  sustenance,  an  inclement  season,  and 
close  confinement  can  offer  most  distressing  to  men  who  have  beea 
Vol.  L— 50 
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used  to  neither,  and  who  have  wives  and  childreri  at  home'  partici- 
pating of  their  distresses.  They  are  utterly  ignorant  of  the  laws 
and  language  of  the  country  where  they  are  suffering ;  they  are 
deprived  of  that  property  which  would  enable  them  to  procure 
counsel  to  place  their  injuries  in  a  true  light ;  they  are  dbtant  from 
the  staticms  of  those  who  are  appointed  by  their  country  to  patronke 
their  rights ;  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  go  to  them,  nor  able  to  have 
communication  through  any  other  than  the  uncertain  medium  of  the 
posts ;  and  they  see  themselves  already  ruined  by  the  losses  and 
delays  they  have  been  made  to  incur^  and  by  the  failure  of  the 
original  object  of  their  voyage. 

They  throw  themsdves,  therefore,  on  the  patrcmage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  pray  that  its  energy  may  be  mterposed  in  aid  of  their 
poverty  and  ignorance,  to  restore  them  to  their  liberty,  and  to  extend 
to  them  that  retribution  which  the  laws  of  every  country  mean  to 
extend  to  those  who  suffer  unjustly. 


Account  of  Disbursements  and  Money  paid  by  John  Diot  fy  Co., 
merchants  m  MorlaiXy  to  Mr.  Lister  AsqtUth  and  his  crew,  since 
the  beginning  of  their  detainment  in  the  prison  of  St.  Paul  de 
Leon  to  this  day,  in  consequence  of  his  Excellency  Thomas  Jeffer-^ 
son^s  desire  to  Messrs.  Borgnois  des  Bordes  freres,  merchants  in 
Brest,  said  detainment  proceeding  from  the  seizure  and  condem- 
nation  by  the  Farmers  General  of  the  schooner  cdUed  WUUam 
end  Catharine  J  the  9th  August,  1785,  in  the  harbor  of  Roscoff, 
viz: 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Lister  Adquith,  for  liifl  own  and  his  crew^  maintenance  in  St. 
Pol  jail,  from  the  99d  October,  1785,  till  15th  of  this  present  month  of  June, 
included,  being  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  days,  at  twenty  sous  per  day  per 
annum,  or  six  livres  per  day  for  the  six  men 1,422  00    0 

To  cash  paid  to  the  attorney  in  St.  Pol,  for  signifying  the  appeal  from 
the  first  judgment  of  the  custom-house  in  Brest 14  12    9 

To  sundry  postages  to  Morlaix  and  messages  sent  from  Morlaix  to 
St.Pol,  forward  and  backward 18  10    0 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Glean,  attorney  in  Brest,  for  notification  of  the 
appeal  of  the  sentence  issued  in  Brest,  and  signification  of  same  to 
the  tnistom-house  attorney  and  to  the  €nir$poaew  in  LandiTisiau. ...        13  15    0 

To -sundry  postages  paid  by  Messrs.  des  Bordes,  in  Brest, 
&c 18  14    0 

Postage  on  Mr.  Jefferson's  last  message • 30  10    0       49    4    0 
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To  cash  paid  Mr.  G^wy,  interpreter  in  Brest,  for  his  trouble  and 
actings • 12  00    0 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Derm,  en^repaeur  in  L*andivisiau,  acting  for,  &c., 
in  behalf  of  the  Farmers  General,  in  consequence  of  the  agreement 
passed  and  settled  betwixt  him  and  Mr.  Lister  Asquith,  in  the 
prison  of  St.  Pol,  the  3d  of  this  present  month  of  June,  for  the 
following  causes,  viz: 

The  charges  of  process,  verbal  seizure  of  19th  August.  •  •  •  19  16    6 

For  the  cost  and  law  suit  at  the  custom-house  office  in  Brest,  83  17    1 

For  jail  fees  paid  by  the  custom-house  for  Mr.  Asquith  and 
his  crew,  during  ten  months,  at  fifty-four  livres  per 
month .540  00    0 

For  cost,  reporting  and  comptroUing  of  the  aforesaid  action 
ofthe3dJune 37    5    0     679  18    7 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Asquith  and  his  crew,  the  23d  March,  in  conse- 
quence of  Messrs.  des  Bordes's  letter,  13th  said  month,  for  buying 
clothes  for  to  cover  them  in  jail,  as  per  receipt,  twelve  livres  to 
each  man,  being 72  00    0 

To  cash  paid  Mr.  Lister  Asquith  and  crew  for  their  travelling  expenses 
going  home,  according  to  Mr.  Jefferson's  order,  22d  May,  one 
guinea  per  man,  as  per  receipt • • ••      144  00    0 

2,426  00    4 
To  interest  of  said  sum  from  22d  October  to  this  day,  valued  at  three 

per  cent,  livre ••• 72  15    8 

To  commission  and  trouble  of  said  John  Diot  &  Co.,  writ- 
ings, translations,  and  other  doings  in  this  affair 121    6    0      194    1    8, 

2,620    2    0 


Amoundngy  the  within  account  of  our  disbursementSi  and  money 
paid  to  and  for  Mr.  Lister  Asquith  and  his  crew,  to  two  thousand 
six  hundred  and  twenty  livres  and  two  sous,  as  per  particulars  in  the 
said  account,  which  we  certify  to  be  true  and  sincere. 

JOHN  DIOT  U  CO. 

St.  Pol  de  Leon,  June  9, 1786. 

I,  underwritten,  do  hereby  acknowledge  and  certify  that  the  sums 
mentioned  in  the  above  account,  amounting  to  two  thousand  six 
hundred  and  twenty  livres  two  sous,  have  effectually  and  truly  been 
paid  to  and  for  me,  as  mentioned  in  the  above  said  account,  by 
Messrs,  John  Diot  &  Co.,  by  the  orders  of  his  Excellency  Thomas 
Jefferson,  Esq.,  to  Messrs.  Borgnois  des  Bordesfireres,  merchants  in 
Brest,  to  whom  the  said  sum  b  lawfully  due. 

LISTER  ASQUITH. 

St.  Pol  de  Leon,  June  9, 1786. 
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FBOil  THOMAS   JEFTEBSON  TO  BAKON  DE   STAEL. 

Pans,  June  12, 1786. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  your  Excellency's  desire,  I  will  throw  on 
paper  such  considerations  as  occur  to  me  on  the  question,  ^<  How 
may  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew  be  rendered  instrumental  for 
promoting  commerce  between  Sweden  and  the  United  States?" 
They  will  be  rapid,  undigested,  and  incomplete ;  but  a  desire  of 
contributmg  to  bind  the  two  countries  together  in  interest,  and  a 
respect  for  your  commands,  will  induce  me  to  hazard  them.  I  shall 
make  the  interest  of  Sweden  the  basis  of  my  theory,  because  we 
have  no  right  to  expect  her  to  depart  from  them  in  order  to  promote 
ours. 

Ancient  nations  ccmsidered  colonies  principally  as  receptacles  fiur 
a  too  numerous  population,  and  as  natural  and  usefid  allies  in  times 
of  war.  But  modem  nations,  viewing  commerce  as  an  object  of 
first  importance,  value  colonies  chiefly  as  instruments  for  the  increase 
of  that.  This  is  principally  effected  by  their  taking  commodities 
fit>m  the  mother  State,  whether  raised  within  herself  or  obtained 
elsewhere,  in  the  course  of  her  trade,  and  furnishing,  in  return, 
colonial  productions  necessary  for  her  consumption  or  for  her  com- 
merce of  exchange  with  other  nations.  In  this  way  the  colcHiies  of 
Spain,  Portugal,  France,  and  England  have  been  chiefly  subservient 
to  the  advantages  of  their  mother  country.  In  this  way,  too,  in  a 
smaller  degree,  has  Denmark  derived  utility  from  her  American  colo- 
nies ;  and  so,  also,  Holland,  except  as  to  the  Island  of  St.  Eustatius. 
This  b  by  nature  a  rock,  barren  and  unproductive  in  itself;  but  its 
owners  became  sensible  that  what  nature  had  denied  it,  policy  could 
more  than  supply.  It  was  convenientiy  situated  for  carrying  on 
contraband  trade  with  both  the  continents,  and  with  the  Islands  of 
America.  They  made  it,  therefore,  an  entrepdt  for  all  nations. 
Hither  are  brought  the  productions  of  every  other  part  of  America, 
and  the  Dutch  give  in  exchange  such  articles  as  in  the  course  of 
tiieir  commerce  they  can  most  advantageously  gather  up ;  and  it  is  a 
question  on  which  they  will  not  enable  us  to  decide,  whether  by 
furnishing  American  productions  to  the  commerce  of  Holland,  and 
by  finding  vent  fi)r  such  productions  of  the  old  world  as  the  Dutch 
merchants  obtam  to  advantage.  The  barren  rock  of  St.  Eustatius 
does  not  give  mate  activity  to  their  conmierce,  and  leave  with  them 
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greater  profits,  than  their  more  fertile  possessions  on  the  continent  of 
South  America.  The  Danes,  finding  that  their  islands  were  capable 
of  yieldmg  but  moderate  advantages  by  their  native  productions, 
have  also  laid  them  open  to  foreign  commerce,  in  order  to  draw 
through  than  articles  which  they  do  not  produce  in  themselves,  or 
not  in  great  quantities.  But  these  nations,  only  half  emancipated 
firom  the  fetters  of  commercial  prejudices,  have  taken  cmly  half  a  step 
towards  placing  these  institutions  on  their  best  footing.  Bodi  the 
Dutch  and  Danish  free  ports  are  under  restrictions,  which  discourage 
very  much  the  operations  of  exchange  in  them. 

The  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew,  lately  ceded  to  Sweden,  is,  if  I 
aih  righdy  informed,  capable  of  furnishing  litde  of  its  own  produc- 
tions to  that  country.  It  remains  then  to  make  it  the  instrument  foi^ 
obtaining,  through  its  intermediation,  such  Am^can  productions  as 
Sweden  can  consume  or  dispose  of;  and  for  finding,  m  return,  a  vent 
for  the  native  productions  of  Sweden.  Let  us  suppose  it  then  made 
a  free  port  without  a  single  restriction.  These  consequences  will 
follow: 

1st.  It  will  draw  to  itself,  that  tide  of  commerce  which  at  present 
sets  towards  the  Dutch  and  Danish  Islands,  because  vessels  going  to 
these  are  often  obliged  to  negotiate  a  part  of  their  cargoes  at  St. 
£ustatius,  and  to  go  to  St.  Thomas  to  negotiate  the  residue ;  whereas, 
when  diey  shall  know  that  there  is  a  port  where  all  articles  are  free 
both  for  importation  and  exportation,  they  will  go  to  that  port  which 
enables  them  to  perform,  by  one  vojrage,  the  exchanges  which 
hitherto  they  could  only  effect  by  two. 

2d.  Every  species  of  American  produce,  whether  of  the  precious 
metals  or  of  commodities,  which  Sweden  may  want  for  its  own 
C(Hisumption,  or  as  aliment  for  its  commerce  Vith  other  nations,  will 
be  collected,  either  foirly  or  by  contraband,  into  the  magazines  of 
St.  Bartholomew. 

3d.  All  the  productions  which  Sweden  can  furnish  fixnn  witiiin 
itself,  or  obtain  to  advantage  &om  other  nations,  will,  in  like  manner, 
be  deposited  in  the  magazines  of  St.  Bartholomew,  and  will  be 
carried  to  the  several  parts  of  America,  in  payment  for  what  shall 
be  taken  from  them. 

If  it  be  objected  that  this  unrestrained  license  will  give  opportunity 
to  the  subjects  of  other  nations  to  carry  on  exchanges  there,  in  which 
Sweden  will  be  no  ways  interested,  I  say : 
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1st.  That  there  will  be  few  of  these  operatbos  into  which  the 
Swedish  merchants  will  not  be  taken,  in  the  beginning  or  in  the  long 
run. 

2d.  That  there  will  be  few  of  these  exchanges  mto  which 
productions  will  not  enter  when  productions  are  wanted  in  return. 

3d.  That  suppose  neither  Swedish  merchants  nor  productions 
enter  into  the  operatbn,  what  objections  can  Sweden  have  to  other 
people's  meeting  in  one  of  her  ports  to  cany  on  their  oMnmercial 
exchanges?  on  the  contrary,  would  not  every  enlightened  nation  be 
glad  if  all  others  would  come  to  her  as  a  common  centre  for  commer- 
cial operations  ?  If  all  the  merchants  who  make  the  exchanges  of 
commerce  in  Amsterdam,  London,  Lisbon,  Leghorn,  be.,  would  go, 
by  common  consent,  to  perform  these  operations  in  Stockhdm,  would 
that  wise  Government  obstruct  such  an  assembly?  If  all  the 
exchanges  now  made  in  the  several  ports  of  the  two  continents,  and 
of  the  Islands  of  America,  in  Philadelphia,  for  instance,  Charleston, 
St.  Eustatius,  Porto  Bello,  Rio  Janeiro,  were  [Moposed  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Island  of  St.  Bajrtholomew,  would  that  Island  be 
rendered  thereby  less  able  to  promote  the  commerce  of  the  motfa^ 
country? 

These  general  observations  have  anticipated  the  answer  to  our 
question,  how  may  the  Island  of  St.  Bartholomew  be  rendered 
instrumental  to  the  particular  commerce  between  Sweden  and  the 
United  States?  The  United  States  have  much  occasion  for  the 
productions  of  Sweden,  particularly  for  its  iron.  For  a  part  of  this 
they  can  furnish  mdigo,  rice,  tobacco,  and  so  far  the  exchange  may 
be  effected  by  the  merchants  of  the  two  countries,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  or  of  Sweden.  The  surplus  of  their  want  they  cannot 
take  at  all,  unless  Sweden  will  administer  to  th^n  the  means  of 
paying  for  it.  Thb  she  may  do  by  receiving  at  St.  Bartholomew 
whatever  productions  they  will  bring.  They  will,  of  course,  send 
their  flour,  salt  fish,  and  other  things  wantbg  in  the  other  ports  of 
America,  which,  by  the  Swedish  merchant  at  St.  Bartholomew,  will 
be  run  into  those  ports,  and  exchanged  for  precious  metals  or 
commerciable  commodities ;  or,  the  American  merchant,  taking  cm 
himself  these  operations,  will  run  his  flour  or  salt  fish  into  those 
ports  himself,  take  cash,  or  such  commerciable  articles  as  suit 
Sweden,  and  go  with  these  to  St.  Bartholomew  to  pay  for  the  iron 
he  wants. 
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The  interest  of  the  United  States  then,  is^  that  St.  Bartholomew 
be  made  a  port  of  unlimited  freedom ;  and  such  too  is  evidently  the 
interest  of  Sweden.  If  it  be  freed  by  halves,  the  free  ports  of  other 
nations,  at  present  in  possession  of  the  commerce,  will  retain  it 
against  any  new  port  offering  no  superior  advantages.  The  situa- 
tion of  St.  Bartholomew  is  very  favorable  to  these  views,  as  it  is 
among  the  most  windward,  and  therefore  the  most  accessible  of  the 
West  Indian  Islands.  How  far  they  may  be  seconded  by  the 
character  of  its  port,  the  Government  of  Sweden  will  best  know,  as 
they  have  taken  the  necessary  information  on  that  point. 

Unacquainted  with  the  details  of  commerce,  I  am  able  to  present 
only  general  views  of  this  subject.  They  are  such,  however,  as 
experience  seems  to  have  proved ;  they  may  appear  founded  on  a 
want  of  attention  to  the  laws  of  society  inconsbtent  with  sound 
morality.  But  first  let  the  line  be  drawn  between  the  just  and 
equal  regulations  of  associated  States,  and  the  parUal  and  oppressive 
rescripts  of  metropolitan  cupidity,  and  we  shall  see  whether  the 
interloper  or  the  legislator  of  Chili  and  Peru  is  on  the  right  side  of 
that  line.  They  will  need  apology  for  another  cause  where  it  will 
be  more  difficult  to  be  found;  that  as  they  offer  nothing  but  what 
would  have  occurred,  and  in  a  better  form  to  yourself,  nobody  b 
more  sensible  of  this  than  myself,  and  I  can  expect  your  indulgence 
only  by  praying  you  to  consider  them,  and  not  as  pretending  to  any 
information  which  you  do  not  already  possess,  but  as  the  offerings  of 
that  perfect  esteem,  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  kc, 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


raOM  THOMAS   JEFFERSOir  TO  JOHN   ADAMS. 

Paris,  July  11, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
Our  instructions  relative  to  the  Barbary  States  having  required  us 
to  proceed  by  way  of  negotiation  to  obtain  their  peace,  it  became 
our  duty  to  do  this  to  the  best  of  our  power.  Whatever  might  be 
our  private  opinions,  they  were  to  be  suppressed,  and  the  line  marked 
out  to  us  was  to  be  followed.  It  has  been' so  honestly  and  zealously. 
It  was,  therefore,  never  material  for  us  to  consult  together  on  the 
best  plan  of  conduct  towards  these  States.    I  acknowledge  I  yer^ 
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early  thought  it  would  be  best  to  edect  a  peace  through  the  medium 
of  war.  Though  it  is  a  question  with  which  we  have  nothing  to  do, 
yet  as  you  proposed  some  discussion  of  it,  I  shall  trouble  you  with 
my  reasons.  Of  the  four  positions  laid  down  m  your  letter  of  the 
8d  instant,  I  agree  to  the  three  first,  which  are,  in  substance,  that 
the  good  offices  of  our  firiends  cannot  procure  us  a  peace  without 
paying  its  price ;  that  they  cannot  materially  lessen  that  price ;  and 
that  paying  it,  we  can  have  peace  in  spite  of  the  intrigues  of  our 
enemies.  As  to  the  fourth,  that  the  longer  the  negotiation  is 
delayed  the  larger  will  be  the  demand,  this  will  depend  on  the 
intermediate  captures.  If  they  are  many  and  rich,  the  price  may  be 
rabed;  if  few  and  poor,  it  will  be  lessened.  However,  if  it  is 
decided  that  we  shall  buy  a  peace,  I  know  no  reason  for  delaying 
the  operation,  but  should  rather  think  it  ought  to  be  hastened.  But 
I  should  prefer  the  obtaining  it  by  war. 

1st.  Justice  is  in  favor  of  this  opinion.  2d.  Honor  tkvors  it.  3d. 
It  will  procure  us  respect  in  Europe ;  and  respect  is  a  safeguard  to 
interest.  4th.  It  will  arm  the  Federal  head  with  the  safest  of  all 
the  mstruments  of  coercion  over  its  delinquent  members,  and  prevent 
it  from  using  what  would  be  less  safe.  I  thmk  diat  so  far  you  go 
with  me.  But  in  the  next  steps  we  shall  differ.  Sth.  I  think  it 
least  expensive.  6th.  Equally  effectual.  I  ask  a  fleet  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  guns,  the  one  half  of  which  ^all  be  in  constant 
cruise.  This  fleet  built,  manned,  and  victualled  for  six  months,  will 
cost  four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling.  Its  annual 
expense  will  be  three  hundred  pounds  sterling  a  gun,  including  every 
thing.  This  will  be  forty-five  thousand  pounds  sterlmg  a  year.  I 
take  British  experience  for  the  basis  of  my  calculation,  though  we 
know,  from  our  own  experience,  that  we  can  do  in  this  way  for 
pounds  lawful  what  costs  them  pounds  sterling.  Were  we  to  charge 
all  thb  to  the  Algerine  war,  it  would  amount  to  little  more  than  we 
must  pay  if  we  buy  peace.  But  as  it  is  proper  and  necessary  that 
we  should  establish  a  small  marine  force,  (even  were  we  to  buy  a 
peace  from  the  Algmnes,)  and  as  that  force,  laid  up  in  our  dock- 
yards, would  cost  us  half  as  much  annually  as  if  kept  in  order  finr 
service,  we  have  a  right  to  say  that  only  twenty-two  thousand  and 
five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum  should  be  charged  to  the 
Algerine  war.  6th.  It  will  be  as  eflEectual.  To  all  the  mismanage- 
ments of  Spain  and  Portugal,  urged  to  shew  that  war  against  those 
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people  b  ineffectual,  I  urge  a  single  fact  to  prove  the  contrary,  where 
there  is  any  management.  About  forty  years  ago  the  Algerines 
having  broken  their  treaty  with  France,  this  Court  sent  Monsieur  de 
Massiac  with  one  large  and  two  small  fi^gates.  He  blockaded  the 
harbor  of  Algiers  three  months,  and  they  subscribed  to  the  terms  he 
proposed.  If  it  be  admitted,  however,  that  war,  on  the  fairest 
prospects,  is  still  exposed  to  uncertamties,  I  weigh  against  this  the 
greater  uncertainty  of  the  duration  of  a  peace  bought  with  money 
from  such  a  people,  from  a  Dey  eighty  years  old,  and  by  a  nation 
who,  op  the  hypothesis  of  buying  peace,  is  to  have  no  power  on  the 
sea  to  enforce  an  observance  of  it. 

So  far  I  have  gone  on  the  supposition  that  the  whole  weight  of 
this  war  should  rest  on  us.  But,  1.  Naples  will  join  us.  The 
character  of  their  naval  Minister,  (Acton,)  his  known  sentiments 
with  respect  to  the  peace  Spain  is  officiously  trying  to  make  for 
them,  and  his  dispositions  against  the  Algerines,  give  the  best 
grounds  to  believe  it.  2.  Every  principle  of  reason  assures  us  that 
Portugal  will  job  us.  I  state  this  as  taking  for  granted  what  all 
seem  to  believe,  that  they  will  not  be  at  peace  with  Algiers.  I 
suppose,  then,  that  a  convention  might  be  formed  between  Portugal, 
Naples,  and  the  United  States,  by  which  the  burthen  of  the  war 
might  be  quotaed  on  them,  according  to  their  respective  wealth ; 
and  the  term  of  it  should  be,  when  Algiers  should  subscribe  to  a 
peace  with  all  three,  on  equal  terms.  This  might  be  left  open  for 
other  nations  to  accede  to,  and  many,  if  not  most  of  the  Powers  of 
Europe  (except  Francfe,  England,  Holland,  and  Spam,  if  her  peace 
be  made)  would  sooner  or  later  enter  into  the  confederacy  for  the 
sake  of  havmg  their  peace  with  the  piratical  States  guarantied  by  the 
whole.  I  suppose  that  in  this  case  our  proportion  of  force  would  not 
be  the  half  of  what  I  first  calculated  on. 

These  are  the  reasons  which  have  influenced  my  judgment  on  this 
question.  I  give  them  to  you  to  shew  you  that  I  am  imposed  on  by 
a  semblance  of  reason  at  least ;  and  not  with  an  expectation  of  their 
changing  your  opinion.  You  have  viewed  the  subject,  I  am  sure,  in 
all  its  bearings.  You  have  weighed  both  questions  with  all  their 
circumstances.  You  make  the  result  different  from  what  I  do. 
The  same  facts  impress  us  differently.  This  is  enough  to  make  me 
suspect  an  error  in  my  process  of  reasoning,  though  I  am  not  able  to 
detect  it.    It  is  of  no  consequence^  as  I  have  nothing  to  say  in  the 
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decision,  and  am  ready  to  proceed  heartily  on  any  other  plan  which 
may  be  adopted,  if  my  agency  should  be  thought  useful.  With 
respect  to  the  dispositions  of  the  States,  I  am  utterly  uninformed.  I 
cannot  help  thinking,  however,  that  on  a  view  of  all  the  circum- 
stances they  might  be  united  in  either  of  the  plans. 

Having  written  this  on  the  receipt  of  your  letter  without  knowing 
of  any  opportunity  of  sending  it,  I  know  not  when  it  will  go.  I 
add  nothing,  therefore,  on  any  other  subject,  but  assurances  of  the 
sincere  esteem  and  respect,  with  which  I  am,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FftOM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affiun,  October  12, 1786. 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you  of  the  18th  August,  I  have  received  an^  laid 
before  Congress  the  letters  you  did  me  the  honor  to  write  on  the  8th 
July  last. 

I  have  some  despatches  of  importance  ready  for  you,  but  I  prefer 
sending  them  by  a  conveyance  that  will  offer  about  ten  days 
hence. 

I  enclose  a  certified  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress  for  recalling  Mr. 
Lamb.     Another  copy  has  been  sent  to  Mr.  Adams. 

As  the  despatches  above  alluded  to  are  particular,  I  shall  at 
present  only  add  an  assurance,  which  I  always  make  with  pleasure, 
viz :  that  I  am,  with  very  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  kc, 

JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

New  York,  October  27,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  by  the  last  French  packet,  mentioning 
the  letters  I  had  received  from  you,  and  that  by  another  conveyance 
you  would  receive  particular  and  important  despatches  from  me. 

Those  despatches  relate  to  the  Consular  convention.  They  began 
with  a  letter  from  me  of  the  3d  instant,  which,  among  other  matters, 
enumerates  the  number  of  papers  annexed  to  it. 
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After  those  despatches  were  completed^  it  was  accidentally  and 
seasonably  discovered  that  the  entry  of  the  icheme  of  the  convention 
in  the  books  of  this  office  was  erroneous.  As  in  forming  my  report 
I  considered  this  scheme  as  really  being  what  it  appeared  to  be  ttom 
that  entry,  correspondent  errors  naturally  took  place  in  the  report. 

On  making  that  discovery,  I  wrote  a  letter  to  the  President  of 
Congress,  dated  the  9th  instant,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  find  to  be 
the  last  paper  which  forms  the  packet  herewith  enclosed.  On  that 
letter  Congress  was  pleased  to  direct  me  to  take  order;  which 
is,  in  other  words,  saying  that  they  approved  of  the  opinion  given  in 
the  last  paragraph  of  the  letter. 

We  learn  fipom  the  Charg6  d' Affaires  of  France  that  a  treaty  is 
concluded  for  us  with  Morocco.  We  are  anxious  to  be  ascertained 
of  the  fact,  and  to  receive  a  copy  of  it,  that  positive  and  accurate 
information  on  the  subject  may  be  pubUshed.  It  is  long  since  we 
heard  that  a  treaty  with  Portugal  was  likewise  concluded,  but  it  has 
not  yet  arrived,  nor  are  we  advised  of  the  reasons  which  retard  ^ts 
conveyance. 

In  my  opinion,  you  and  Mr.  Adams  should  have  commbsions  to 
treat  with  the  Emperor  and  some  other  Powers ;  but  it  so  happens 
that  more  domestic  objects  divert  the  attention  of  Congress  in  a 
considerable  degree  from  their  afiairs  abroad. 

The  mefficacy  of  our  Government  becomes  daily  more  and  more 
apparent.  Our  credit  and  our  Treasury  are  in  a  sad  situation,  and 
it  is  probable  that  either  the  wisdom  or  passions  of  the  people  may 
produce  changes. 

A  spirit  of  licentiousness  has  infected  Massachusetts,  which 
appears  more  formidable  than  some  at  first  apprehended.  Whether 
similar  symptoms  will  not  soon  mark  a  like  disease  in  several  other 
States  is  very  problematical. 

The  public  papers  herewith  sent  contain  every  thing  generally 
known  about  these  matters.  A  reluctance  to  taxes,  an  impatience 
of  Government,  a  rage  for  property,  and  little  regard  to  the  means 
of  acquiring  it,  together  with  a  desire  of  equality  in  all  things,  seem 
to  actuate  the  mass  of  those  who  are  uneasy  in  their  circumstances. 
To  these  may  be  added  the  influence  of  ambitious  adventurers,  and 
the  speculations  of  many  characters  who  prefer  private  to  public 
good,  and  of  others  who  expect  to  gain  more  from  wrecks  made  by 
tempests  than  fix)m  the  produce  of  patient  and  honest  industry.    As 
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the  knaves  and  fools  of  this  world  are  forever  in  alliance,  it  is  easy 
to  perceive  how  much  v^or  and  wisdom  a  Government  from  its 
construction  and  administration  should  possess,  in  order  to  repress 
the  evils  which  naturally  flow  from  such  copious  sources  bf  mjustice 
and  evil. 

Much,  I  think,  is  to  be  feared  from  the  sentiments  which  such  a 
state  of  diings  is  calculated  to  infuse  into  the  minds  of  the  rational 
and  well  intentioned.  In  their  eyes  the  charms  of  liberty  will  daily 
fhde,  and  in  seeking  for  peace  and  security  they  will  too  naturally 
turn  towards  systems  in  direct  opposition  to  those  which  oppress 
and  disquiet  them. 

If  faction  should  long  bear  down  law  and  Crovenmient,  tymanj 
may  raise  its  head,  or  the  more  sober  part  of  the  people  may  even 
think  of  a  King. 

In  short,  my  dear  sir,  we  are  in  a  very  unpleasant  sftuatioa. 
Changes  are  necessary ;  but  what  they  ought  to  be,  what  they  will 
be,  and  how  and  when  to  be  produced,  are  arduous  questions.  I 
feel  for  the  cause  of  liberty  and  for  the  honor  of  my  countrymen 
who  iiave  so  nobly  asserted  it,  and  who,  at  present,  so  abuse  its 
blessings.  If  it  should  not  take  root  in  this  soil,  little  pabs  will  be 
taken  to  cultivate  it  in  any  other. 

Tliis  letter  will  be  carried  to  London  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Provost, 
who  will,  with  his  own  hands,  deliver  it  to  Mr.  Adams,  with  one 
from  me,  requesting  him  to  convey  it  to  you  by  some  trusty  band. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 

P.  S.  I  also  enclose  copies  of  three  acts  of  Congress,  viz :  6[ 
16th,  aoth,  and  21st  instant.* 


rEQM  THOMAS  JEFFEBSON  TO  JOAN  JAT. 

Paris,  Augast  11, 1786. 

Sir, 
Since  the  date  of  my  last,  which  was  July  8th,  I  have  been 
honored  with  the  receipt  of  yours  of  Jiine  16th.     I  am  to  thank  you 

*  Se«  JowmaiM  of  Coogrees,  pagefl  71d,  714. 
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on  the  part  of  the  Minister  of  Geneva,  for  the  intelligence  it  con- 
tained on  the  subject  of  Grallatin,  whose  relations  will  be  relieved  hj 
the  receipt. 

The  enclosed  intelligence  relative  to  the  instructicHis  of  the  Court 
of  London  to  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  came  to  me  through  the  Count  de 
la  Touche  and  Marquis  de  la  Fayette.  De  la  Touche  is  a  director 
under  the  Mareschal  de  Castries,  Minbter  for  the  Marine  Depart^ 
ment,  and  possibly  receives  Uiis  intelligence  bom  him,  and  he  from 
their  Ambassador  at  London ;  possibly,  too,  it  might  be  fabricated 
here,  yet,  weighing  the  characters  of  the  Ministers  of  St.  James  and 
Versailles,  I  think  the  former  more  capable  of  givmg  such  instructions 
dian  the  latter  of  fabricating  them,  for  the  small  purposes  it  could 
answer. 

The  Gazette  of  France  of  July  528th,  announces  the  arrival  of 
Peyrouse  at  Brazil,  that  he  was  to  touch  at  Otaheite  and  proceed  to 
California,  and  still  further  northwardly.  This  paper,  as  you  well 
know,  gives  out  such  facts  as  the  Court  are  willing  the  w(»rld  should 
be  possessed  of;  the  presumption  is,  therefore,  that  they  will  make 
an  establishment  of  some  sort  on  the  northwest  coast  of  America. 

I  trouble  you  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Schweighauser  & 
Dobree  on  a  subject  with  which  I  am  quite  tmacquamted.  Their 
letter  to  Congress  of  November  30th,  1780,  gives  their  state  of  the 
matter ;  how  far  it  may  be  true  and  just  can  probably  be  ascertained 
by  Dr.  Franklb,  Dr.  Lee,  and  other  gentlemen  now  in  America. 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  be  honored  with  the  commands  of  Congress  on 
this  subject.  I  have  inquired  into  the  state  of  the  arms  mentioned 
in  this  letter  to  me;  the  principal  articles  are,  about  thirty  thousand 
bayonets,  fifty  thousand  gun-locks,  thirty  cases  of  arms,  twenty-two 
cases  of  sabres,  and  some  other  things  of  little  consequence.  The 
quay  at  Nantes  having  been  overflowed  by  the  river  Loire,  the 
greatest  part  of  these  arms  were  under  water,  and  are  now,  as  I  am 
informed,  a  solid  mass  of  rust,  not  worth  the  expense  of  throwing 
them  out  of  the  warehouse,  much  less  that  of  storage.  Were  not 
their  want  of  value  a  sufficient  reason  against  reclaiming  the  prpperty 
of  these  arms,  it  rests  with  Congress  to  decide  whether  other  reasons 
are  not  opposed  to  this  reclamation.  They  were  the  property  of  a 
sovereign  body,  they  were  seized  by  an  individual,  taken  cognizance 
of  by  a  court  of  justice,  and  refused,  or  at  least  not  restored,  by  the 
sovereign  withm  whose  States  they  had  been  arrested.    These  are 
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circumstances  which  have  been  mentioned  to  me.  Dr.  Franklin, 
however,  will  be  able  to  inform  Congress  with  precision  as  to  what 
passed  on  this  subject.  If  the  information  I  have  received  be  any 
thing  like  the  truth,  the  discussion  of  this  matter  can  only  be  with 
the  Court  of  Versailles.  It  would  be  very  delicate,  and  could  have 
but  one  of  two  objects,  either  to  recover  the  arms,  which  are  not 
worth  receiving,  or  to  satisfy  us  on  the  pomt  of  honor.  Congress 
will  judge  how  far  the  latter  may  be  worth  pursuing  against  a  par- 
ticular ally,  and  under  actual  circumstances.  An  instance,  too,  of 
acquiescence  on  our  part  under  a  wrong,  rather  than  disturb  our 
firioDdship  by  altercations,  may  have  its  value  in  some  future  case. 
However,  I  shall  be  ready  to  do  in  this  what  Congress  shall  be 
pleased  to  direct. 

I  enclose  the  despatches  relative  to  the  Barbary  negotiations 
received  since  my  last«  It  is  painful  to  me  to  overwhelm  Congress 
and  yourself  continually  with  these  voluminous  papers,  but  I  have 
no  ri^t  to  suppress  any  part  of  them ;  and  it  is  one  of  those  cases 
when,  bom  a  want  of  well-digested  information,  we  must  be  con- 
tented to  examine  a  great  deal  of  rubbish  in  order  to  find  a  little 
good  matter. 

The  Gazettes  of  Leyden  and  France  to  the  present  date,  accom- 
panying this,  which,  for  want  of  direct  safe  opportunities,  I  am 
obliged  to  send  by  an  American  gentleman  by  the  way  of  London. 
The  irregularity  of  the  French  packets  has  diverted  elsewhere  the 
tide  of  passengers,  who  used  to  furnish  me  occasions  of  writing  to 
you  without  permitting  my  letters  to  go  through  the  post  office,  so 
that  when  the  packets  go  now  I  can  seldom  write  by  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  bc.» 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 


FROM   SCHWEIGHAUSER  &>  OOBREE   TO  THOMAS   JErFERSON. 

Sir, 
In  hopes  of  obtaining  from  you  the  justice  which  has  been  so  long 
denied  us,  we  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  letter  our  late 
partner  and  parent,  Mr.  J.  D.  Schweighauser,  wrote  to  Congress  the 
30th  November,  1780,  which  will  give  you  ample  information  of 
our  claims  for  our  advances  for  the  Continental  frigate  Alliance,  to 
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which  we  join  a  copy  of  the  resolve  which  it  produced.  Mr.  Johnson 
persisted  in  his  refusal  of  examining  our  accounts  as  no  longer  Auditor 
General,  and  Dr.  Franklin  refused  the  payment  of  them  as  not  having 
been  exammed  by  this  gentleman.  We  repeatedly  solicited  that  he 
would  name  a  committee  for  that  purpose,  but,  to  elude  satisfying 
us,  he  would  not  adopt  this  measure. 

We  have  since  laid  these  accounts  and  their 'vouchers  before 
Thomas  Barclay,  Esquire,  who  has  seen  every  one  of  them,  and  is 
perfectly  convinced,  as  was  Dr.  Franklin  himself,  of  their  exactness. 

Permit  us  earnestly  to  request,  as  an  act  of  justice  and  friendship, 
that  you  would  put  us  in  the  way  of  obtammg  our  pajrment,  and  to 
assure  you  of  our  acknowledgment  and  gratitude.  We  have  still  a 
parcel  of  arms,  &c.,  on  hand  belonging  to  Congress,  which  our 
copartners  in  the  house  of  Puchelberg  &  Co.,  in  L'Orient,  have  laid 
an  attachment  on,  to  assure  them  and  us  our  due,  or  at  least  part  of 
it ;  for  we  know  not  the  value  of  them,  and  not  being  yet  authorized 
to  sell  them  they  are  of  no  utility  to  us,  and  we  fear  that  warehouse 
rent  of  them  will  absorb  one  day  their  whole  amount,  which,  without 
that,  will  be  greatly  reduced  by  the  want  of  having  them  cleaned, 
which  permission  we  have  so  often  vainly  solicited.  If  you  could 
give  us  directions  to  sell  them  it  would  be  securing  to  the  States  a 
value  which  b  now  daily  diminishing,  and  will,  by  further  delays,  be 
absolutely  eat  up. 

We  submit  the  whole  to  your  justice,  and  have  the  honor  to 
be,  8t6.,  '^- 

SCHWEIGHAUSER  &  DOBR^E. 


EXTRACT  or   H  LETTER  EROH  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL. 

Biadrid,  July  15, 1786. 

This  country  has  signed  its  peace  with  Algiers,  but  there  are  still 
arrangements  to  be  made  that  require  time,  patience,  and  address. 
I  send  you  a  letter  which  I  received  from  thence  this  moment.  As 
I  have  not  time  to  copy  it  you  will  please  to  return  it  to  me.  I  wbh 
not  to  derogate  fromithe  merit  or  services  of  any  one;  but  justice  to 
'myself,  and  still  more  to  the  mterests  and  honor  of  our  country, 
oblige  me  to  say  that  our  peace  with  the  Barbary  States  could  have 
been  negotiated  here  with  much  less  expense,  with  much  less  noise^ 
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and  with  greater  probability  of  success^  than  in  the  mode  adopted 
by  Congress*  A  negotiation  with  Algiers  is  not  yet  to  be  regarded 
as  desperate.  It  is  a  question  of  calculation.  Whenever  our 
Republic  will  act  and  think  for  themselyes — th^  will  do  what  they 
please  until  that  period — ^we  shall  be  the  partridge  and  its  young 
ones.  We  shall  never  be  respected  until  we  respect  ourselves.  M 
you  may  not  po^ibly  have  heard  from  Mr.  Barclay  since  his  airival 
in  Afinca^  I  enclose  you  copies  of  a  letter  which  I  received  from  his 
Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  with  extracts  from  those 
received  from  the  agent  of  Spam  in  Morocco,  and  from  a  Minister  of 
the  Emperor,  which  I  entreat  you  to  forward  to  Congress  by  the 
first  occasion,  as  few  oppcurtunities  from  hence  ofEsr  for  the  transmis- 
aion  of  my  despatches.  I  make  no  comment  on  the  nature  of  these 
letters.  I  am  persuaded  you  will  at  once  see  the  good  frdth  and 
candor  with  which  the  MinisUy  act  on  our  behalf.  This  Court  will 
observe  the  same  conduct  with  respect  to  the  Barbary  Powers  in 
general  the  moment  it  can  effectually  int^fece. 


EXTRACT  OF  A  LCTTEB  FROM  WILLIAM  CABMIOHAEL  TO  THOMAS 

JEFFERSON. 

Madrid,  July  16, 1786. 

I  have  just  received  the  enclosed  letters  from  Mr«  Lamb^  which  I 
forward  by  the  same  courier  to  whom  I  entrusted  my  last  for  your 
Excellency.  Mr.  Lamb  writes  me  that  his  health  not  pennittiog  him 
to  journey  by  land  he  has  resigned  his  commbsion,  and  means  imme- 
diately to  close  his  public  accounts.  The  Count  d'EspiUy  and 
another  agent  of  Spain,  employed  at  Algiers  and  at  Tunis,  are  now 
here.  The  first  is  much  attached  to  me,  and  the  other  I  shall 
cultivate,  and  through  their  means  to  be  enabled  to  obtam  inteUi- 
gence  with  respect  to  the  situation  of  affiurs  on  the  Barbary  coast, 
and  make  such  insmuations  as  yourself  and  Mr.  Adams  may  judge 
proper  for  the  public  interest.  Whatever  may  be  the  decision  of 
Congress,  I  think  it  necessary  to  induce  the  Algerines  to  believe  that 
the  United  Stotes  are  more  disposed  to  be  at  peace  than  at  war  with 
them.  Thdbr  Minister  of  Marine  desires  peace  with  us,  and  appears 
apprehensive  of  seeing  American  cruisers  in  the  Mediterranean.  1 
have  ways  of  cultivating  his  firiendly  disposition,  and  exciting  ms 
apprehensions.    The  Count  d'EspiUy  informed  me  of  a  circumstance 
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that  marked  strongly  the  rancor  of  the  British  m  dl  parts  of  the 
world  to  us*  I  omitted  mentioning  it  to  you,  because  I  wished  to 
have  previously  an  exact  detail  of  the  transaction  in  writing  from  tha 
Count  himself.  He  tells  me  that  after  Mr.  Lamb's  departure  Ecotm 
Algiers,  the  British  Consul  at  Barcelona,  Mr.  Gregory,  advised  Mr. 
Logie,  Consul  at  Algiers,  that  the  Spanish  papers  procured  by  Mr. 
Lamb  for  his  vessel  were  not  regular;  that  Mr.  Lamb  had  taken 
with  him  eighty  thousand  dollars,  &cc. ;  and  that  the  Dey  might 
seize  the  vessel  as  American  property.  Mr.  Logie  immediately 
cpoununicated  this  information  to  the  Dey.  The  vessel  having  been 
sent  by  the  Count  d'EspiUy's  desire  to  Tunis  on  public  business,  tha 
Dey  replied  that  he  bad  permitted  the  American  officers  to  land ; 
that  they  were  gone  away,  and,  as  he  supposed^  had  taken  dieir 
money  with  them ;  that  the  vessel  was  now  under  his  protection ; 
and  concluded  by  telling  the  Consul  to  inind  his  own  business,  and 
not  intermeddle  in  fiiture  with  what  did  not  concern  him.  This 
conduct  of  the  British  Consul  must  arise  from  the  Court,  for  their 
private  characters  are  good,  and  diey  are  men  of  libend  and  humane 
principles.  As  soon  as  the  treaty  is  published,  I  will  send  you  a 
copy  of  it.  D'Espilly  will  return  in  a  few  weeks  to  Algiers  to 
terminate  the  ransom  of  the  slaves,  and  to  aid  the  Neapolitan  and 
Portuguese  Envoys  in  their  negotiations,  the  result  of  which  is 
doubtful.  These  pirates  will  have  Russia  and  the  Emperor  on  their 
hjands,  as  in  the  last  cruise  they  have  taken  a  Russian  vessel  worth 
caghty  thousand  dollars,  and  a  Tuscan  ship  with  forty  prisonenu 
The  Russian  Minister  at  this  Court,  to  whom  I  gave  the  first 
iftformation  of  this  capture,  tells  me  that  he  will  write  to  the  Dey  as- 
a  Pacha  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  and  enclose  him  a  copy  of  the 
article  of  their  treaty  with  the  Porte^  demanding  an  immediate 
restitution  of  the  vessel  and  people  with  damages.  He  added  that 
he  is  sure  of  the  approbation  of  his  sovereign,  who  will  be  pleased 
to  see  one  of  her  Ministers  writmg  in  a  haughty  style  to  a  Power 
that  all  Europe  courts  at  present.  When  shall  we  be  m  a  situation 
to  do  this  ? 

I  have  thb  moment  received  a  letter  for  Mr.  Lamb,  which  I 
suppose  to  be  from  you,  and  shall  forward  it  this  night  to  Alicant. 

P.  S.  I  have  just  remarked  your  card  of  the  7th  July,  which 
escaped  my  attention  when  I  wrote  the  above^    The  letter  enclosed 
Vol.  I 51 


Digitized  by 


Google 


803  THOMAS  JEPPERSON-JOHN  JAY. 

18  from  Mrs.  Lamb,  adxdsing  me  that  by  her  husband's  direction  she 
had  drawn  on  me  for  five  hundred  pounds  sterling.  I  forward  the 
letter  for  his  advice.  He  has  left  money  in  my  banker's  hands  here^ 
but  of  which  I  never  choose  to  have  the  disposition. 


FROM   JOHN   LAlfB   TO   THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Alicant,  July  15,  1786. 

I  received  your  Excellency's  letters  of  the  20tn  instant,  and  find 
by  them  that  Mr.  Randall  had  not  then  come  to  Paris.  By  Mr. 
Randall  I  stated  the  exact  situation  of  our  affairs  at  Algiers,  and  sent 
knrward  a  duplicate  of  the  same  to  Congress.  The  demands  at 
Algiers  no  doubt  will  be  great.  My  health  will  by  no  means  admit 
of  undertaking  the  journey  your  Excellency  points  out.  I  dare  say 
my  indisposition  will  be  a  sufficient  excuse.  If  it  is  not,  in  duty  to 
myself  I  have  no  further  pretensions  to  this  business,  and  beg  that 
my  reasonable  accounts  may  be  settled.  It  will  take  some  time  to 
collect  my  accounts.  I  am  under  bonds  at  Barcelona  for  the  money 
I  extracted  for  the  purposes  of  Algiers.  I  left  the  vessel  in  the 
Spanish  service  when  I  left  Algiers,  as  I  wrote,  and  she  now  is  here 
under  quarantine,  and  cannot  yet  be  come  at.  Not  doubting  but  I 
should  have  gone  back,  I  left  many  things  there,  but  as  soon  as  may 
be  I  will  collect  all  and  my  accounts.  When  that  is  done,  I  hope  I 
shall  be  settled  with  in  Europe,  as  that  was  promised  before  I  left 
America.  My  letter  of  credit  will  be  returned  to  your  Excellency's 
orders.  I  have  drawn  as  I  have  advised.  I  have  letters,  dated 
Algiers,  the  11th  July,  1786.  No  more  of  our  vessels  were  then 
taken.  It  is  highly  necessary  that  some  orders  should  be  given  on 
account  of  our  unfortunate  people  in  Algiers.  I  have  presumed  to 
supply  them  with  upwards  of  eight  hundred  hard  dollars  for  their 
past  expenses  and  clothing. 

With  due  respect,  &c.,  JOHN  LAMB. 

FROM  JOHN  LAMB   TO  THOMAS   JEFFERSON. 

Alicant,  July  18, 1786. 

July  15th  I  forwarded  to  your  Excellencies  a  letter,  of  which  this 
is  nearly  a  duplicate,  as  my  first  may  not  come  to  hand.    I  find  your 
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Excellency  had  not  received  my  letters  I  wrote  by  Mr.  Randall.  In 
them  I  gave  an  exact  account  of  Algiers  as  I  could  collect  whilst  I 
stayed  in  that  place^  and  likewise  how  we  were  situated  there,  and 
sent  duplicates  of  the  same  to  Congress,  and  by  safe  opportunities, 
one  via  Cadiz,  under  cover  to  Mr.  Gardoqui,  directly  to  New  York ; 
and  Mr.  Randall  writes  me  of  the  20th  June,  Bordeaux,  that  he  had 
forwarded  the  other  immediately  to  Philadelphia ;  so  that  there  is  not 
the  least  doubt  of  Congress  having  as  full  an  account  of  all  my 
proceedings  as  if  I  were  present  myself,  for  I  can  add  nothmg  to  the 
account  1  have  given  to  your  Excellency,  neither  to  Congress,  were 
I  present.  I  have  forwarded  a  copy  of  all  my  letters  to  Congress 
since  I  have  been  on  this  business,  at  the  same  time  I  wrote  to  your 
Excellency.  My  mdisposition  will  not  permit  me  to  undertake  the 
journey  that  your  Excellency  has  pointed  out,  therefore  I  am  under 
the  necessity  to  beg  a  settlement  of  my  reasonable  accounts  smce  I 
have  been  on  this  journey,  and  return  the  letter  of  credit  to  your 
Excellency's  orders.  I  had  announced  an  acquaintance  with  one  of 
the  principal  officers  at  Algiers,  and  from  him  I  had  great  expecta- 
tions of  a  settlement  with  that  Regency  by  next  season,  or  at  least 
to  have  the  last  price  for  our  unfortunate  people,  and  what  they  * 
would  hare  for  a  peace,  and  to  strive  for  hostile  proceedings  to  cease 
for  one  year,  so  that  Congress  might  have  more  time  to  prepare,  and 
supposed  that  in  case  I  brought  to  pass  the  above,  which  I  had 
every  encouragement  of,  it  would  at  least  be  worth  the  expenses  we 
have  already  been  at.  These  were  my  reasons  and  these  my  pros- 
pects, and  in  consequence  of  the  same  I  thought  best  to  persevere, 
and  exhibited,  as  soon  as  I  possibly  could,  to  Minbters,  and  likewise 
to  Congress.  As  I  well  know  how  far  short  the  appropriation  was 
for  the  peace,  and  that  nothing  cotdd  be  added  to  it  by  gentlemen 
abroad,  it  is  my  opinion  that  it  is  out  of  the  power  of  the  United 
States  to  force  those  people  to  a  compliance  of  a  peace,  and  to  have 
them  going  on  in  the  manner  they  do,  it  is  not  so  well.  To  buy  a 
peace  will  no  doubt  cost  a  considerable  sum ;  but  nations  possessing 
a  strong  navy  have  preferred  a  purchase,  &c* 

I  am  sensible  that  your  Excellency  has  received  many  letters  from 
gentlemen  on  my  mission :  and  I  think  they  wrote  without  consider- 
ation, as  in  fact  when  they  wrote  they  knew  nothing  of  the  matter* 
A  letter  has  been  sent  to  your  Excellency  from  Algiers,  or  rather 
forwarded  from  Madrid.    The  gentleman  who  wrote  that  letter  knew 
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QOthiog  of  my  business  in  Algiers,  and  of  oouise  could  not  write  the 
truth*  I  find  some  of  the  sentences  in  bis  letter  speaking  of  n^y 
business  are  enUrely  false.  It  is  necessary  to  have  soiQe  ord^r  given 
on  account  of  our  people  in  Algiers ;  they  wer^  stripped  of  their 
clothing,  and  had  many  necessary  debts  against  them  when  I  came^ 
IP  Algiers.  Out  of  humanity  I  paid  for  their  cbthes,  and  the  rest, 
of  their  obligaticws  I  paid,  considering  them  reasonable,  and  they 
ftfoounted  with  what  money  I  left  to  upwards  of  eight  hundred  hard^ 
dollars,  leaving  some  money  with  them.  Now  they  write  me  it  is 
^most  out,  and  very  soon  they  wU)  be  i|i  i^  very  ipisferable 
ooodition  ind^. 
I  amt  with  great  respect,  S(c.j  JOHN  l^AIif B. 


VBOM  THOMAS  JSFFfiRSON  TO  JOHN  JA^T. 

Paris,  August  13,  1786. 

Sir, 
The  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Barclay,  and.  one  from  Mr.  Car- 
michael,  of  which  I  se^d  you  extracts,  are  come  to  hand  thismoranig, 
which  is  in  time  for  them  to  go  by  the  same  gentleman  who  carries 
my  letter  of  the  11th.  I  observe  what  Mr.  Carmichael  says  on  the^ 
subject  of  the  Portuguese  treaty:  <<I  am  sorry  it  meets  with 
difficulties,"  I  doubt,  however,  whether  he  ascribes  them  to  theic^ 
tiue  cause  when  he  supposes  they  are  occasioned  by  M.  del  Pinto's* 
being  of  a  party  exposed  to  that  of  their  Minister  at  Madrid.  The. 
cause  is  not  proportioned  to  the  effect.  The  treaty  between  France, 
'and  England  has  lately  been  thought  to  have  become  stationary. 
This  b  conjectured  from  the  rigor  of  the  custom-houses,  much* 
increased  by  a  late  order,  as  also  from  some  other  circumstances. 
The  overtures  between  England  and  Portugal  are  animated  in. 
proportion ;  and  in  the  same  degree,  I  aispect,  that  the  latter  Idssensc 
her  care  about  us.  If  her  wmes  were  to  become  superfluous  at  the 
English  market,  she  wished  and  hoped  to  find  f^  great  one  withtus, 
open  to  receive  them.  M»  del  Pinto's  courier,  which  carried  the 
treaty  to  Falmouth,  arrived  a  few  hours  too  late  for  the  LdsboQ; 
packet  boaU  This  lost  a  month  in  the  conveyance,  and  that  month, 
by  producing  new  prospects,  has  been  critical.  There  is  not  a  want 
of  probabili^  that  del  Pinto  himself  will  succeed  to  the  deceased 
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Minist^  in  Portugal.  This  wcnild  be  favorable  to  our  treaty  and 
fortunate  for  us  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  a  connexion  with  that 
iiation.  He  is  sensible,  candid,  and  has  just  ideas  as  to  us,  ^nd 
fevorable  dispositions  towards  us.  I  expect  that  Mr.  Adams  is  at 
thb  moment  at  the  Hague,  as  he  intended  there  to  take  leave  of  that 
Court,  and  at  the  same  time  to  exchange  the  ratification  of  the 
Prussian  treaty ;  but  I  send  on  to  London  copies  of  the  encl6Sed,  in 
hopes  he  will  speedily  be  returned  there.  I  shaH  prbpose  to  him 
that  we  consider  wiiether  the  conduct  of  the  Dey  of  Algi^^  leav^ 
any  hope  that  any  negotiator  could  obtain  his  peace  widiout  a  pro- 
digious addition  to  the  price  we  had  thought  of.  If  we  conclude 
on  the  negative,  still  it  will  remain  to  decide  whether  the  expense  of 
Mr.  Barclay's  going  there  may  not  be  compensated  by  additional 
information,  by  the  possibility  that  he  might  find  their  ultimatum, 
and  the  advantage  of  relievmg  the  mind  of  Congress  fix>m  all  sus- 
pense by  possessing  them  of  this  ultimatum.  The  peace  of  Spain, 
toa,  being  concluded,  is  to  be  seen  whether  their  interference  can 
weigh  as  money.  It  has  done  so  at  Morocco,  but  Algiers  is  a  fiercer 
Power. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  Tft :  jfeFFtRSON. 


FROH  THOMAS  BARCLAY  TO  JOHN  ADAMS  AND  THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 

Morocco,  June  26, 1786. 
G^mtlemen, 

This  day  week  we  arrived  here^  since  which  I  have  had  tWo 
audiences  with  his  Majesty,  the  fifst  a  public  6ne,  and  the  second  A 
private  one,  yesterday.  It  is  but  a  few  minutes  smce  I  heard  th^t  a 
courier  will  depart  this  evening  for  Dardbeyda,  and  I  have  not  tiihe 
to  enter  mto  particulai^.  It  will  be  agreeable,  howeVef,  fer  you  to 
know  that  Ae  list  draft  of  the  treaty  is  made,  tad  will  probably  be 
signed  in  a  few  days,  and  riiat  our  slay  here  will  hot  eicceed  that  oi 
a  week  fixMn  this  time.  1  believe  you  will  be  satisfied  on  the  whole, 
us  there  is  (wily  one  article  th6te  1  could  wish  to  b^  inserted,  and  that 
I  really  thmk,  in  all  human  probability,  wiU  neveir  prote  of  th6  least 
consequence.  I  shall  proceed  to  Ttagiers,  and  tike  an  eariy  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  you  a  more  detailed  account  of  our  proceeding. 
In  the  meantime  I  recomm^d  yoUr  transmittbg>  aii  socm  as  possible^ 
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through  Mr.  Cannichael,  the  powers  to  treat  widi  Tunb  and  Tripoli^ 
and  ^if  Mr.  Lamb  has  declined  all  further  concern)  for  Algiers.  If 
you  had  a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  I  flatter  myself  the  rest  would 
follow,  and  at  all  events  Tunis  and  Tripoli  should  be  invited  to  our 
friendship. 

There  is  a  young  man  now  under  my  care  who  has  been  a  slave 
some  time  with  the  Arabs  in  the  Desert.  His  name  is  James 
Mercier,  bom  in  the  town  of  Suffolk,  Nansemond  county,  Virginia. 
The  King  sent  him  after  the  first  audience,  and  I  shall  take  him  to 
Spain.    I  have  no  time  to  add  but  that  I  am,  gentlemen,  &c., 

THOS.  BARCLAY. 


EmUCT  OF    A  LXTTEB  FROM  WILLIAM  CARMICHACL  TO  THOMAS 

JKFFEBSON. 

Madrid,  July  31,  ITSS. 

Since  I  had  the  honor  of  conveying  to  you  the  communications 
made  me  by  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  respecting  the  mission  of 
Mr.  Barclay  in  Morocco,  I  have  received  the  enclosed  letter  for 
your  Excellency  from  that  gentleman,  the  contents  of  which  are 
known  to  me.  I  do  not  know  what  Congress  may  decide  with 
regard  to  the  other  Barbaiy  States ;  but  I  am  persuaded  that  in  our 
actual  circumstances,  negotiation  will  cost  less  than  armaments, 
although  I  desire  to  see  die  commencement  of  a  military  marine. 
I  have  hinted  that  it  might  be  possible  to  draw  in  the  Italian 
Powers,  in  case  that  hostile  measures  should  be  adopted  by  the 
States,  to  contribute  in  some  measure  to  defray  the  immense  expense 
that  these  armaments  must  occasion.  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  to 
your  Excellency's  consideration  this  circumstance.  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  have  acquired  the  confidence  of  the  corps  diplomatique  from 
Italy  to  this  Court;  and  I  think,  or  I  should  not  mention  to  you, 
that  I  may  be  of  some  use  to  inspire  sentiments,  and  to  sketch  the 
outlines  of  projects  advantageous  to  our  interests,  should  Congress 
decide  to  arm  instead  of  negotiating.  The  Court  of  Spam  has 
conducted  itself  so  generously  in  our  affairs  with  the  Emperor  of 
McHtXKX),  I  have  so  many  reascms  to  be  assured  of  the  King's  and 
Minister's  desire  to  serve  us  in  promoting  our  accomomdation  with 
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the  other  Barbaiy  Powers,  that  if  my  advice  could  have  the  least 
weight,  I  should  counsel  our  Ministers  to  solicit  the  good  offices  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  to  further  the  views  of  the  States  on  this  head. 
I  will  stake  my  reputation  on  the  best  endeavors  of  Spain,  and  forfeit 
all  confidence  if  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  doth  not  act  as 
efficaciously  as  circumstances  will  permit  him  to  eiSect  what  he  hath 
already  promised  me.  You,  sir,  ought  to  know  our  prese^nt  situation, 
particularly  with  Great  Britain.  I  have  just  learned  positively  what 
I  suspected  long  ago— that  the  British  Ministry  would  accommodate 
their  disputes  with  respect  to  the  Mosquito  shore  with  Spain.  This 
has  been  done  to  the  satisfaction  of  this  Court.  Campo,  at  London, 
has  the  merit  of  this  sort  of  convention,  though  the  Minister  of  Great 
Britain  here  has  had  the  whole  trouble.  I  have  not  seen  the  articles 
of  this  arrangement,  but  I  know  that  the  Britbh  are  to  evacuate  the 
Mosquito  shore,  and  that  they  thmk' themselves  recompensed  by 
cessions  more  extensive  in  another  quarter. 

The  accommodation  between  this  Court  and  that  of  Naples,  as 
proposed  by  France,  will  not  be  accepted.  At  the  same  time, 
permit  me  to  ask  in  what  state  our  treaty  is  with  Naples  ?  I  have  a 
sure  channel  to  convey  such  insinuations  as  may  be  thought  proper 
to  the  persons  who  have  the  influence  most  important  there.  Mr. 
Lamb's  bad  state  of  health,  it  seems,  doth  not  permit  his  speedy 
return  to  America.  There  is  little  appearance  that  either  Naples  or 
Portugal  will  make  their  peace  with  the  Regency.  Our  treaty 
meets  mih  obstacles  much  greater  than  you  apprehended  with 
Portugal.  Permit  me  to  tell  you  that  there  b  a  great  probability 
that  the  Ambassador  of  that  nation  here  will  be  appointed  first 
Minister ;  that  the  Chevalier  del  Pinto  is  of  another  party. 

The  Count  de  Florida  Blanca  has  been  indisposed  for  some  time. 
This  is  a  public  misfortune,  but  still  more  to  me  personally.  Mr. 
Barclay  mentions  to  me  that  the  English  are  in  disgrace  in  Morocco. 
If  your  powers  firom  Congress  are  so  extensive  as  to  admit 
Mr.  Barclay's  negotiating  in  Barbary,  if  even  you  can,  conjomtly 
with  Mr.  Adams,  take  upon  you  what  certainly  I  would  do-^to 
consult  the  public  interest  without  orders — ^you  will  allow  that 
gentleman  to  make  overtures,  in  order  to  prevent  hostilities ;  at  least 
to  give  time  to  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  judge 
proper.  Be  assured  that  all  that  I  can  do  to  second  the  operations 
of  a  man  proper  to  be  employed  as  he  is,  I  shall  do  cheerfully. 
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FSOH  JOHir  JAT  TO  TSOIIA8  JJUrfBHSOW^ 

Office  fbr  Foreign  Affairs,  December  1, 178$. 

DearSk, 

The  frigate  called  Ae  South  Caiolina,  beboging  to  that  State, 
assisted  Spain  at  the  reduction  of  Providence  and  the  BahaMta 
Islands.  To  obtain  compensation  for  which  Congress^  at  th^ 
instance  of  the  Sute,  have  directed  application  to  be  made  to  Am 
Court  of  Madrid.  The  I^ince  of  Luxembui^h  is,  it  seems^  mt^iestei 
kk  the  frigate,  and  in  the  expected  coonpensati(»i.  Hie  Delegates 
of  South  Carolina  think  has  influence,  if  exerted,  woidd  conduce 
much  to  the  success  of  the  application.  Your  endeavors  to  obtaaa 
ha  aid  and  support  are  requested ;  and  I  have  the  honor  of  traas>* 
mittmg  to  yon  herewith  the  papers  relative  to  that  tmnsaction,  under 
an  unsealed  cover  directed  to  Mr.  Carmichael,  to  ivbam  be  pleased 
to  forward  them ;  and  from  time  to  time  to  give  him  such  advice  and 
intelligence  as  may  facilitate  the  execution  of  his  instructions  on  dv 
aabject. 

With  great  eeteem  and  regard,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  be*, 

X^HN  JAY. 

wmxM  JOHH  jxr  to  thokas  isrrEHtON. 

Office  fbr  Foreign  Affain,  DecemT>er  13, 1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

Since  dosmg  my  despatches  to  you  of  the  1st  instant,  I  leaA 
from  the  Consul  of  France  that  the  Prince  of  Luxemburgh  was 
only  the  ostensible  owner  of  the  South  Carolina  frigate,  and  that  she 
in  reality  belonged  to  the  King  of  France,  who  was  entitled  to  a 
fourth  of  her  prizes  and  profits.  This  information  induces  me  lo 
think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  converse  on  the  subject  with  die 
Count  de  Vergennes  previoOs  to  any  application  to  the  Prince. 
These  despatches  will  explain  this  letter. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  JAY. 


rnOH  JOHN  JAT  TO  THOMJLS  JEFVEESOK. 

Office  for  Foreign  Affairs,  December  14, 1786. 
Dear  Sir, 

My  last  to  you  was  dated  27th  October,  by  the  way  of  London, 

since  which  I  have  been  honored  with  yours  of  t^e  11th  and  13th 
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Angu^.  They  both  atrived  th6  33d  November  last,  but  CJongresb 
not  having  made  a  house  smce  the  7th  of  that  month,  they  have  wA 
yet  been  officially  communicated. 

The  information  i-elative  to  Sir  Guy  Carieton's  instructions,  is  in 
direct  opposition  to  intelligence  I  have  received  on  the  sJime  subjefet 
from  persons  in  London,  who  have  opportunities  of  knowing  thfe 
truth,  and  whose  ctedit  is  unquestionable.  It  is  possible,  bowevei», 
that  they  may  have  been  either  accidentally  or  designedly  deceived. 
A  variety  of  considerations,  and  sc»ne  facts,  afibrd  roorti  for  suspicidntt 
that  there  is  an  understanding  between  the  insurgeoils  in  Massachu^ 
setts  and  some  leading  person  in  Canada,  but  wtiether  with  <* 
without  the  consent  or  connivance  of  the  Briti^  Government,  is  stSSL 
to  be  ascertained.  There  is  so  much  evidence  of  their  having  sent 
emissaries  to  Quebec,  and  of  propositions  made  to  and  received  by 
them  from  a  character  of  distbcti(Ni  there,  Aat  I  am  induced  to 
tbmk  there  is  at  least  some  taruth  m  it.  A  report  has  also  circulated 
that  the  insurgents  have  moftey  and  pi^,  not  only  for  supplies  n^i 
ammunition,  but  also  for  personal  setrvices.  This  fact  is  as  yet 
supported  by  slender  proof;  so  much  so  that  my  judgment  ^reraaiob 
undecided  and  in  suspense  about  it.  Intimations  have  been  given 
that  the  people  of  Vermont  are  less  and  less  anxious  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Confederacy,  and  that  they  rather  incline  to  a  t^omiexion  of 
dome  kind  or  other  with  Britain  than  with  us.  This  also  remains  to 
be  proved.  Two  circumstances,  however,  give  it  some  appearance 
of  probability,  viz:  it  is  said  and  believed  they  talked  with  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  during  the  war,  and  they  know  that  by  remaining  separate 
horn  the  States,  diey  will  also  remain  uncharged  with  our  debts. 

An  idea  that  may  do  mischief  has  been  very  incautiously  dropped 
where  it  should  never  have  entered — that  the  interestsof  the  Atlantic 
and  Western  parts  of  the  United  States  are  distinct,  and  that  the 
growth  of  the  latter,  tending  to  diminish  that  of  the  former,  the 
western  people  have  reason  to  be  jealous  of  the  northern.  If 
Britain  really  means  to  do  us  barm,  she  will  adopt  apd  impress  this 
idea. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  public  papers  that  the  Government  of 
Massachusetts  has  behaved  with  great  moderation  and  condescensioh 
towards  the'  insurgents;  more  so,  in  my  opinion,  than  was  wise* 
Obtta  principiis  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  maxim  very  applK 
cable  to  such  cases.    Those  malcontents^  undoubtedly,  mean  more 
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than  the  redress  of  grievatioes  which  their  leaders  complain  of,  and 
there  is  little  doubt  but  that  those  leaders  have  more  extensive  views 
than  their  followers  suspect.  During  the  winter  they  may,  perhaps, 
continue  quiet,  but  if,  during  the  course  of  it,  they  should  be  able  to 
bring  their  afiairs  into  system,  and  either  obtain  or  be  promised 
foreign  countenance  and  aid,  they  will  probably  give  us  trouble  in 
the  spring.  These  people  bear  no  resemblance  to  an  English  noob ; 
they  are  more  temperate,  cool,  and  regular  in  their  conduct.  They 
have  hitherto  abstained  from  plunder,  nor  have  they,  that  I  know  of, 
committed  any  outrages  but  such  as  the,  accomplishment  of  their 
purpose  made  necessary.  I  hear  to-day  that  some  of  their  leaders, 
in  one  of  the  counties,  have  certainly  been  taken  by  a  party  of  horse 
from  Boston. 

In  my  letter  of  the  27th  October,  I  enclosed  a  copy  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  authorizing  you  to  settle  the  aflTair  of  Schweighauser,  and 
directing  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  furnish  you  with  the  necessary 
information.  I  presume,  therefore,  that  such  part  of  your  letter  of 
the  11th  August  as  relates  to  that  matter,  will  be  referred  to  the 
Board,  and  that  the  Commissioners,  according  to  order,  will  collect 
and  transmit  to  you  the  intelligence  in  question. 

My  sentiments  respecting  the  discussion  of  this  matter  with  the 
Court,  perfectly  correspond  with  yours. 

The  situation  of  our  captive  countrymen  at  Algiers  b  much  to  be 
lamented,  and  the  more  so  as  their  deliverance  is  difficult  to  effect. 
Congress  cannot  command  money  for  that,  nor  indeed  for  other 
very  important  purposes.  Their  requisitions  produce  little,  and  Gov- 
ernment (if  it  may  be  called  a  Government)  is  so  inadequate  to  its 
objects,  that  essential  alterations  or  essential  evils  must  take  place. 
I  hope  you  have  received  the  order  of  C<Higress  for  Mr.  Lamb's 
recall.     Another  copy  of  it  is  herewith  enclosed. 

It  seems  probable  that  the  delays  of  Portugal  proceed  from  the 
cause  you  suggest.  We  hear  the  treaty  between  France  and  Britain 
will  be  concluded ;  if  so,  many  consequences  will  doubtless  result 
from  it  to  us  as  well  as  Portugal.  Some  suspect  that  France  and 
England  will  pursue  similar  systems  of  colonial  commerce  with  us. 
Of  this,  however,  some  doubts  remain  on  my  mind.  This  country 
is  still  exceedingly  out  of  humor  with  Britain,  and  every  commercial 
privilege  we  have  from  France,  beyond  what  Britain  admits, 
increases    it,  and  strengthens  our  predilections    for  France.     It 
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appears  to  me  that  the  Court  is  not  sufficiently  apprized  of  the 
expediency  of  having  a  discreet  liberal-minded  Mimster  here.  It  is 
important  to  both  countries  that  France  should  have  none  but  exact 
and  candid  representations  from  hence;  and  although  that  may 
possibly  be  the  case  in  general  at  present,  yet  there  is  some  evidence 
of  one  of  their  Consuls  having  written  that  we  suspected  their  sin- 
cerity in  promoting  our  peace  with  Barbary.  Such  communications 
may  tend  to  illustrate  the  penetration  and  intelligence  of  the  writer ; 
but  I  have  n6  reason  to  think  them  warranted  by  facts,  nor  conducive 
to  mutual  confidence.  We  know  that  European  commercial  nations 
never  rejoice  to  see  a  rival  at  peace  with  those  pirates,  but  we, 
nevertheless,  think  that  France  has  more  mducements  to  do  us  good 
than  evil,  especially  on  that  and  such  occasions.  If  our  Government 
could  draw  forth  the  resources  of  the  country,  which,  notwithstanding 
all  appearances  to  the  contrary,  are  abundant,  I  should  prefer  war  to 
tribute,  and  carry  on  our  Mediterranean  trade  in  vessels  armed  and 
manned  at  the  public  expense.  I  daily  become  more  and  more 
confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  Government  should  be  divided  into 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  departments.  Congress  is  unequal 
to  the  first,  veiy  fit  for  the  second,  and  but  ill  calculated  for  the 
third.  So  much  time  is  spent  in  deliberation  that  the  season  for 
action  often  passes  by  before  they  decide  on  what  should  be  done; 
nor  is  there  much  more  secrecy  than  expedition  in  their  measures. 
These  inconveniences  arise,  not  from  personal  disqualifications,  but 
from  the  nature  and  construction  of  the  Government. 

If  Congress  had  money  to  purchase  peace  of  Algiers,  or  redeem 
the  captives  there,  if  certainly  would,  accordmg  to  their  present  ideas, 
be  well  to  lose  no  time  in  doing  both.  Neither  pains  nor  expense, 
if  within  any  tolerable  limits,  should  be  spared  to  ransom  our  fellow- 
citizens  ;  but  the  truth  is,  that  no  money  is  to  be  expected  at  prese&t 
from  hence,  nor  da  I  think  it  would  be  right  to  make  new  loans  until 
we  have  at  least  some  prospect  of  paying  the  mterest  due  on  former 
ones.  Our  country  is  fertile,  aboundmg  m  useful  productions,  and 
those  productions  in  demand  and  bearing  a  good  price,  yet  relaxation 
in  Goveniment  and  extravagance  in  individuals  create  much  public 
and  private  distress,  and  much  public  and  private  want  of  good 
faith. 

The  public  papers  will  tell  you  how  much  reason  we  have  to 
apprehend  an  Lidian  war,  and  to  suspect  that  Britain  instigates  it. 
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bk  my  opmion  oitir  In^an  afiSufs  have  been  ill  managed.  I>^a3s 
would  be  tedioos.  Indians  have  been  murdered  by  our  people  in 
^d  blood,  and  no  satisfaction  given ;  nor  are  they  pleased  with  ibe 
Itvidity  with  which  we  seek  to  acquire  their  lands.  Would  h  not  be 
wiser  gradually  to  extend  our  settlements  as  want  of  room  should 
make  it  necessary,  than  to  pitch  our  tents  through  the  wilderness  in 
t  great  variety  of  places,  far  distant  from  each  other,  and  from  those 
lidvantages  of  education,  civilization,  law,  and  Government  which 
eompact  settlements  and  neighborhoods  affi>rd?  Shall  we  not  fiU 
tbe  wiMemess  with  white  savages,  and  will  they  not  become  more 
formidable  to  us  than  the  tawny  ones  who  now  inhabit  it  ? 

As  to  the  sums  of  money  expected  from  the  sale  of  those  lands, 
I  suspect  we  shall  be  deceived,  for,  at  whatever  price  they  may 
be  sold,  the  collection  and  payment  of  it  will  not  be  easily  accom- 
plialied. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  kc^  JOHN  JAY. 


Hume  TWCfUAn  JE»FtEsoti  fo  ^uHf  jat. 

Pftris,  September  26, 1786. 

Sir, 
The  last  letters  I  had  die  honor  of  writing  you  were  of  the  lltfa 
tad  13th  August;  since  that  I  have  been  favored  with  yours  of  July 
14th  and  August  18th.  I  now  enclose  you  ^och  letters  on  the 
Barbftiy  negotiations  as  have  come  to  hand  since  my  last.  With 
tfiese  is  the  copy  of  a  joint  letter  from  Mr.  Adams  and  myself  to 
Mr.  Lamb.  In  mine  of  August  iSth  I  mentioned  that  1  had  pro- 
posed it  as  a  subject  of  consideration  to  Mr.  Adams  wheth^  th^ 
mission  of  Mr.  Barclay  to  Algiers  might  answer  any  good  purposes. 
lie  is  of  opinion  that  it  could  not.  I  have  therefore  informed  Mn 
Barclay,  who  by  Ais  time  b  probably  in  Spain,  that  he  is  at  liberty 
to  telum  to  ihb  place,  to  London,  or  America,  ai  he  shcdl  think 
^p^.  You  will  perceive  by  tb^  letter  from  Mr.  Carmicfaael  that 
it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Counts  de  Florida  Blanca  and  d'Espilly  that 
ft  treaty  With  the  Ottoman  Porte  is  necessary  before  one  can  be  made 
with  Algiers.  Such  a  treaty  will  require  presents,  not,  indeed,  as  ^ 
l^ce  of  their  peace,  but  such  as  am  usually  made  in  compliment  to 
iheir  Ministers.  But  as  it  ^ould  be  inefiectual  towards  (^ning  to  us 
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tjbe  Meditecranean  until  a  peace  with  Algiers  can  be  obtained,  there 
aeems  to  be  no  reason  for  pressing  it  till  there  b  a  prospect  of  settle* 
qaent  witb  t}ie  Algerines. 

Since  Uie  death  of  the  King  of  Prussia  the  symptoms  of  w«r 
between  the  Porte  and  the  Russians  and  Venitians  have  becomes 
strpnger,  I  think  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Court,  however,  that  tbere^ 
ii^iU  be  no  war  shortly  on  the  contm^t.  I  }\xdgQ  thb  as  well  itook 
other  information  as  from  the  ci|:cumstance  of  a  l^te  reduction  of 
their  land  force.  All  their  military  preparations  seem  to  be  against 
9^  naval  wai:;  nevertheless,  their  treaty  with  England  has  lately  taken 
9  sudden  start,  declarations  have  been  exchanged  between  the  negor 
tiatprs  in  the  nature  of  preliminaries  to  a  definitive  treaty.  Tbi> 
particulars  of  these  declarations  are  not  yet  cei;tamly  known. 

1  was  asked  by  the  Imperial  Ambassador  whether  I  had  received 
an  answer  on  the  subject  of  his  proposition  to  renew  our  powers  to 
treat  with  his  sovereign.  A  discrimination  which  they  understand 
to  have  been  made  in  America  between  the  subjects  of  Powers 
having  treaties  with  us  and  those  having  none,  seems  to  be  the 
motive  of  their  pressing  this  matter. 

It  being  known  that  M.  de  Calonnes,  the  Minister  of  Finance  for 
this  country,  is  at  his  wits  end  how  to  raise  supplies  for  the  ensuing 
year,  a  proposition  has  been  made  him  by  a  Putch  company  to  pur^ 
phase  the  debt  of  the  United  3tates  to  this  country  for  twenty  millionsr 
of  livres,  in  hand.  His  necessities  dispose  him  to  accede  to  the, 
proposition ;  but  a  hesitation  is  produced  by  the  apprehension  that  it 
might  lessen  our  credit  in  Europe,  and  perhaps  be  disagreeable  to 
Congress.  I  have  been  consulted  hereon  by  the  agent  of  that  com-r 
pany.  I  informed  bun  that  I  could  not  judge  what  effect  it  might, 
have  on  our  credit,  and  was  not  authorized  either  to  approve  or 
disapprove  of  the  transaction.  I  hfive  since  reflected  on  this  subject ; 
if  there  be  a  danger  that  our  payments  may  not  be  punctpal,  it  might 
be  better  that  the  discontents  which  would  thence  arise  should  be 
^transferred  from  a  Court  of  whose  good  will  we  have  so  much  need, 
to  the  breasts  of  a  private  company.  But  it  htis  occurred  tp  mQ 
that  we  might  find  occasion  to  do  what  would  be  grateful  to  thU 
Court,  and  establish  with  them  a.  confidence  in  our  honor.  I  am 
informed  that  our  credit  in  Holland  is  sound;  might  it  not  be  possiblcj 
^en,  to  borrow  there  the  four  and  twenty  millions  due  to  this  country, 
and  tlius  pay  them  their  whole  debt  at  once  ?    Thb  would  save 


Digitized  by 


Google 


814  THOMAS  JEPPERSON-JOHN  JAY. 

them  (torn  any  loss  on  our  account ;  nor  is  it  liable  to  the  objection 
of  impropriety  in  creating  new  debts  before  we  have  more  certain 
means  of  paying  them;  it  is  only  transfening  a  debt  from  one 
creditor  to  another,  and  removing  the  causes  of  discontent  to  persons 
with  whom  they  would  do  us  less  injury.  Thinking  that  this  matter 
b  worthy  of  the  attention  of  Congress,  I  will  endeavor  that  the 
negotiation  shall  be  retarded  tilt  it  may  be  possible  fc^  me  to  know 
their  decision,  which,  therefore,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  praying 
immediately. 

You  will  have  heard  before  this  comes  to  hand,  that  the  parties  in 
the  United  Netherlands  have  come  to  an  open  rupture.  How  far  it 
will  proceed,  cannot  now  be  foreseen.  I  send  you  herewith  the 
Gazettes  of  France  and  Leyden  to  this  date. 

I  have  the  honor  of  being,  fee,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


FROH  THOMAS   BARCLAY   TO   MESSRS.    ADAMS    AND  JEFFERSON. 

Morocco,  July  16, 1786. 

Gentlemen, 

I  wrote  you  on  the  26th  of  last  month,  and  expected  to  have 
followed  my  letter  in  a  week,  but  several  unforeseen  matters  have 
hitherto  detained  us ;  however,  I  expect  we  shall  set  out  to-morrow 
or  the  day  following.  The  13th  instant  the  treaty  was  sent  to  me 
by  the  Effendi,  since  which  some  important  alterations  have  been 
made,  which  the  villany  and  carelessness  of  the  Talbe  Houdrani 
(to  whom  the  drawing  was  committed)  made  necessary ;  and  yester- 
day it  was  again  delivered  from  Tahar  Fennish,  to  whose  hands  the 
King  committed  the  arrangement  of  the  matter.  It  still  wants  an 
additional  article,  or  rather  a  declaration,  which  his  Majesty  has 
permitted  to  be  made  in  his  name,  but  which  he  desired  might  not 
make  a  part  of  the  treaty.  When  thb  is  done  it  will  stand  as 
I  described  it  in  my  last  letter,  viz :  there  Is  only  one  article  more  I 
wish  to  see  mserted,  and  that  I  think  will  never  prove  of  any  conse- 
quence. 

When  I  send  you  the  treaty,  it  will  be  necessary  to  accompany  it 
with  some  remarks,  with  which  I  will  not  now  trouble  you ;  and  the 
only  one  I  shall  make  is,  that  the  King,  throughout  the  whole,  has 
acted  in  a  manner  the  most  gracious  and  condescendmg ;  and  I  really 
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believe  the  Americans  possess  as  much  of  his  respect  and  regard 
as  does  any  Christian  nation  whatever.  If  you  should  think  my 
services  at  Algiers,  Tunis,  or  Tripoli  necessary,  I  hope  your  com- 
mands will  meet  me  in  the  south  of  Spain,  for  after  returning  to 
Paris,  it  will  be  utterly  impossible  for  me  to  engage  further  in  the 
business.  A  peace  with  the  Barbary  Powers  is  absolutely  essential 
to  the  commerce  of  our  country,  and  I  think  a  general  one  might  be 
made,  notwithstanding  the  impediments  that  appear.  The  Emperor 
has  ordered  five  frigates  on  a  cruise  in  the  Atlantic  ocean.  He  is 
now  at  peace  with  all  the  world  except  Russia,  Malta,  Hamburg,  and 
Dantzic.  A  treaty  with  the  first  of  these  Powers  was  concluded 
on,  and  the  articles  drawn,  but  it  was  afterwards  broken  off.  The 
Emperor  complains  much  of  the  treatment  he  receives  from  England, 
and  Mr.  Duff,  who  came  here  sometime  ago  as  Pro-Consul,  returned 
the  day  before  we  arrived,  highly  offended  at  his  reception,  the 
Emperor  having  refused  to  receive  the  letter  which  Lord  Sydney 
wrote,  saying  he  would  read  no  letters  from  England  but  such  as 
were  written  by  the  King.  I  had  a  letter  yesterday  from  Mr.  Car- 
michael,  and  was  in  great  hopes  it  would  have  covered  one  firom 
you,  but  I  am  hitherto  without  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  you. 
I  am  always,  fee,  THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS   BARCLAT  TO   MESSRS.    ADAMS    AND   JEFFERSON. 

Mogadore,  July        ,  1786 
Gentlemen, 

.  I  wrote  you  from  Morocco  under  date  of  the  1 6th.    As  I  do  not 

know  when  that  letter  is  likely  to  reach  you,  I  trouble  you  now  with 

a  copy  of  it ;  and  as  I  shall  set  out  in  a  few  days  for  Tangiers,  I 

defer,  until  my  arrival  in  Europe,  being  particular. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  fee,  THOS.  BARCLAY. 


FROM  THOMAS   BARCLAT  TO  THOMAS    JEFFERSON   AND   JOHN   ADAMS. 

Daralbeyda,  August  11, 1786. 
Gentlemen, 
I  arrived  here  to-day,  and  shall  continue  my  journey  to  Tangiers 
early  in  the  morning.     The  plague  being  at  Constantine,  occasions 
a  rigorous  quarantine  of  forty  days  (fix)m  Barbary)  in  Spain.    I 
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sball,  Aere&re,  endeavor  to  get  inloCeuta,  which,  i>eu]g  in  the  baods 
of  the  Spaniards,  b  an  exception  to  the  above  remark,  and  I  think 
the  quarantine  fix>m  thence  b  only  twelve  days. 

The  treaty  shall  be  forwarded  with  all  expedition  aa  soon  as  I 
aoiye  in  Europe,  and,  in  the  meantime,  I  am,  gentlemen,  &c.> 

THOSw  BARCLAY. 


FROK  JOHN  LAMB  TO  THOKAS   JEFFERSON. 

Alioaot,  Almost  10, 1786. 

Finding  myself  unable  to  embark,  and  desiring  to  have  my  decla- 
ration forwarded  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  your  Excellency's 
orders,  I  have  sent  the  vessel  to  give  the  earliest  notice.  She  sailed 
the  9th  of  this  current,  with  every  transaction,  together  with  my  last 
orders  from  your  Excellency.  The  vessel  is  msured,  and  does  not 
sail  at  public  expense.  I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  hear  if  Mr. 
Randall  had  arrived  and  had  delivered  to  your  Excellency  my 
declaration,  which  I  forwarded  by  him.  At  the  reception  of  your 
Excellency's  last  orders  to  me,  I  stated  my  situation  in  two  letters, 
one  of  the  15tli,  and  the  other  of  the  18th  July.  I  hope  they  have 
come  safe  to  hand. 

I  am,  fee,  JOHN  LAMB. 


FR01(  JOHN   ADAMS   AND  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  LAMB. 

Sir, 

We  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  15th  and  18th  July  from 
Alicant,  and  are  sorry  to  learn  that  your  indbposition  discourages  yoa 
from  travelling  by  land  or  by  sea. 

We  still  think  it  most  advbable  both  for  your  own  interest  and  that 
of  the  United  States,  that  you  should  return  to  Congress  for  their 
further  instructions  as  soon  as  possible,  and  we  again  propose  to  you 
to  embark  from  Spain  by  the  first  opportunity. 

Congress  have  never  informed  us  of  any  promise  made,  or  encour- 
agement given  you  that  you  should  be  settled  with  in  Europe,  and 
we  think  it  best  you  should  settle  with  their  Board  of  Treasury. 
Nevertheless,  if  you  transmit  to  us  your  account,  we  will  adjust  it  aa. 
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far  as  lies  In  us,  subject  to  the  revision  of  Congress.  Tour  letter  of 
credit  we  wish  you  to  return  to  one  of  us  by  the  first  opportunity,  as 
you  will  not  have  occasion  to  draw  again  by  virtue  of  it. 

Mr.  Randall  is  gone  to  New  York,  and  it  is  our  wish  that  you 
might  be  there  with  him,  that  Congress  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  receiving  from  both  together  as  much  information  as  posssible,  that 
you  might  mutually  aid  each  other  in  settling  your  accounts. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

JOHN  ADAMS, 
TH:  JEFFERSON. 

EXTRACT   OF   ▲  LETTER  FROM  WILLIAM  CARMICHAEL   TO  THOMAS 

JEFFERSON. 

St.  Ddefonso,  August  17, 1786. 
Sr, 

I  had  the  honor  to  transmit,  on  the  15th  July,  to  your  Excellency, 

a  copy  of  a  note  to  me  from  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Florida 

Blanca,  dated  13th,  enclosing  extracts  of  a  letter  from  the  Spanish 

Consul  General  in  Morocco,  and  one  fix)m  the  principal  Minister  of 

hb  M.  M.  relative   to  Mr.  Barclay's  negotiation.     On  the  11th 

instant  I  received  a  note  from  the  Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  with  a 

copy  of  the  treaty  in  Spanish,  which  I  forwarded  to  Mr.  Jay,  via 

France,  by  the  last  post.    The  Count  of  Florida  Blanca  having 

requested  me  to  return  the  copy  he  sent  me  for  my  perusal,  I  had  not 

time  to  make  out  a  second  for  my  own  use,  and  as  I  perceived,  by  a 

letter  which  I  lately  sent  you  from  Mr.  Barclay,  and  which  that 

gentleman  left  open  for  my  perusal,  that  all  but  one  article  of  his 

propositions  had  been  accepted,  I  do  not  so  much  regret  my  want  of 

time  to  transcribe  a  copy  for  you.     I  think  it,  however,  proper  to 

submit  to  your  perusal  the  translation  of  a  letter  from  his  Moroccan 

Majesty  to  the  Consul  General  of  Spain,  which  proves  the  essential 

services  that  the  interference  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  hath  rendered 

the  United  States  on  this  occasion.     It  b  as  follows : 

<^  Glory  to  God  alone.  There  b  no  strength  nor  power  but  in 
'God.     (Seal.) 

<<  To  the  Spanish  Consul — ^For  him  who  follows  the  true  path. 

"  We  have  received  thy  letter,  and  read  what  thou  hast  written 
'concerning  the  Americans.  They  have  presented  themselves 
Vol.  I 52 
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<  bearing  t  letter  from  King  Charles,  for  wlxMe  sake  we  have 

*  granted  their  requests,  and  signed  the  treaties  which  they  ofl^^, 

*  and  we  accepted.    We  herewith  send  thee  copies  of  those  treaties, 

*  m  order  that  diou  majst  lay  them  before  the  King  of  Spain.    When 

<  thou  art  ready  to  come  into  our  presenoe,  giro  nodce,  in  order  that 

<  horses  may  be  sent  for  thy  accommodation.    We  salute  thee.    On 

<  the  eleventh  day  of  the  roooa  Ramadan,  in  the  year  of  ib»  Hegirt 

*  1200" — (correspondbg  to  the  8di  Jiriy,  1786.) 

Yesterday  I  receired  the  enclosed  letter  from  Mr.  Barclay,  which 
your  Excellency  will  receive  by  a  courier  despatched  from  hence  to 
the  Count  d' Araoda  and  the  Chevalier  dd  Cunpo.  This  messenger 
carries  the  ratification  of  the  convention  relative  to  the  Mosquito 
shore,  signed  the  14th  of  July,  by  the  latter  and  the  Marqub  of 
Camarthen.  I  have  in  my  possession  an  extract  of  this  convention ; 
but  as  I  presume  Mr.  Adams  must  have  already  furnished  you  with 
a  copy  of  it,  I  forbear  transmittmg  it^  It  has  given  great  satis&cticHi 
here.  The  Kbg  manifested,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  the  British 
Minister  the  pleasure  the  conclusion  of  this  affair  gave  him.  It 
seems  to  be  the  system  of  Great  Britain  to  court  Spain^  and  their 
Minister  here  is  well  qualified  to  execute  their  plans. 

On  the  14th  of  June  a  treaty  was  signed  between  Spain  and 
Algiers.  It  is  not,  however,  yet  ratified,  owbg  to  the  bad  state  of 
health  of  the  Count  of  F.  B.  I  have  sent  to  Mr.  Jay  a  copy  of  this 
treaty.  I  have  such  a  firm  reliance  on  the  repeated  promises  of  the 
Count  de  F.  B.  from  the  experience  of  this  Minister's  punctuality 
and  regard  to  his  word,  m  all  the  transactions  that  I  have  had  with 
him  during  my  mission  here,  that  I  think  I  can  safely  assert  that  we 
may  depend  on  the  best  offices  of  this  Court,  whenever  it  may  be 
judged  proper,  to  renew  our  overtures  to  Algiers. 

The  Republic  of  Genoa  is  doing  what  its  limited  finances  will 
permit  to  protect  its  commerce.  I  am  told  that  the  King  of  Sardinia 
b  doing  the  same.  The  Portuguese  and  Neapolitan  Envoys  have 
gone  to  Algiers.  Their  success  is  problematical.  If  I  was  informed 
of  the  obstacles  attending  our  treaty  with  Portugal,  I  flatter  myself 
that  I  might  be  of  some  utility.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the 
Portuguese  Ambassador  at  this  Court  will  be  nonunated  Minister  of 
State.  I  tell  you  beforehand  that  he  is  Anti-Gallican.  I  bdieve  he 
IS  of  a  party  opposed  to  the  Chevalier  Pinto. 
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I  am  assured,  hy  what  ought  to  be  good  authority,  that  the  affiiirs 
of  this  Comt  and  Naples  are  in  a  good  train«  This  appears  to  want 
confirmation.  I  write  freely  and  fally  to  you,  and  hope  you  will 
have  the  same  confidence  with  respect  to  yoor  EiLcellenc^s,  &c., 

WM.  CARMICHAEL. 


SXTBACt  or   ▲  LETTER  TBOH  WILLIAM  CABMICHAEL  TO  THOMAS 

JSFrEBSON. 

St.  Ilddfonso,  September  4, 1786. 
Sir, 

Since  I  had  the  honor  to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the  success  of 
Mr.  Barclay's  mission,  of  which  I  was  advised  by  his  Excellency  the 
Count  de  Florida  Blanca,  the  treaty  of  this  Court  with  Algiers  has 
been  ratified  by  his  Catholic  Majesty.  Thb  ratification  was  signed 
the  27th  ultimo.  The  Count  d'Espilly  will  set  out  for  Algiers  in  a 
few  weeks,  with  the  presents  given  on  this  occasion  to  the  Dey  and 
the  principal  officers  of  the  Regency.  The  ransom  of  the  Spanish 
prisoners  is  left  for  a  distbct  negotiation.  There  are  also  some 
arrangements  to  be  taken  with  the  Bey  of  Mascara  or  Constantine 
that  demands  patience  and  money. 

I  am  assured  by  the  Counts  de  Florida  Blanca  and  d'Espilly  that, 
until  we  have  a  treaty  with  the  Porte,  it  will  answer  no  purpose  to 
attempt  a  negotiation  with  Algiers. 


FROM  JOHN  JAT  TO   THOMAS   JEFrERSON. 

New  York,  February  d,  1787. 
Sir, 

Since  my  last  to  you,  of  the  14th  December,  I  have  been  honored 
with  yours  of  the  26th  September  last,  which,  with  the  papers  that 
it  enclosed,  had  been  laid  before  Congress,  but  neither  on  that  nor 
any  of  your  late  letters  have  any  orders  as  yet  been  made. 

The  annual  election  produces  much  delay  in  affiurs.  From  that 
time  to  this  scarcely  anything  has  been  done.  It  was  not  until  last 
week  that,  seven  States  being  represented,  a  President  was  elected. 
The  choice  fell  on  Major  General  St.  Clair.  They  have  much  back 
business  to  despatch ;  several  reports  on  important  subjects  from  the 
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different  departm^its  are  to  be  considered  and  decided  upon.  A 
fi^rm  of  government,  so  constructed,  has  inconveniences  which,  I 
think,  will  continue  to  operate  against  the  public  or  national  interest, 
until  some  cause,  not  easily  predicted,  shall  produce  such  a  modifi- 
cation of  it,  as  that  legislative,  judicial,  and  executive  business  of 
Government  may  be  consigned  to  three  proper  and  distinct  depart- 
ments, llie  struggles  for  and  against  the  impost  remain,  but 
promise  little.  The  States  in  general  pay  little  attention  to  requisi- 
tions, and  I  fear  that  our  debts,  foreign  and  domestic,  will  not  soon 
be  provided  for  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  otir  creditcNrs.  The  evik 
to  be  expected  from  such  delays  are  less  difficult  to  be  foreseen 
than  obviated.  OurKjovemment  wants  energy,  and  there  is  reason 
to  fear  that  too  much  has  been  expected  from  the  virtue  and  good 
sense  of  the  people. 

You  will  receive,  herewith  enclosed,  a  letter  from  Congress  to  his 
most  Christian  Majesty,  with  a  copy  of  it  for  your  information.  It 
b  in  answer  to  one  received  from  him,  and  should  have  been  of 
earlier  date,  had  Congress  sooner  convened.  Be  pleased  to  explain 
thb  circumstance  to  the  Minister. 

The  public  papers  herewith  sent  contain  all  we  at  present  know 
respecting  the  troubles  m  Massachusetts.  Whether  they  will  soon 
be  terminated,  or  what  events  they  may  yet  produce,  is  perfectly 
uncertain ;  and  the  more  so,  as  we  are  yet  to  ascertain  whether  and 
how  far  they  may  be  encouraged  by  our  neighbors. 

I  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Otto,  formally  contradicting 
the  report  of  an  exchange  between  France  and  Spain  for  the 
Floridas.  That  report  had  excited  attention  and  given  pleasure  to 
Anti-Gallicans. 

Our  apprehensions  of  an  Indian  war  still  continue,  for  we  are  at 
a  loss  to  determine  whether  the  present  continuance  of  peace  is  to 
be  ascribed  to  the  season  at  their  paciBc  intentions. 

We  have  not  yet  received  the  Morocco  treaty.  As  soon  as  it 
arrives,  I  am  persuaded  that  Congress  will  take  the  earliest  oppor- 
tunity of  making  their  acknowledgments  to  the  friendly  Powers  that 
promoted  it.  Mr«  Lamb  is  still  absent.  He,  doubtless,  has  received 
the  order  of  Congress  directing  his  return,  either  from  you  and  Mr. 
Adams  or  directly  from  me. 

Congress  has  not  yet  given  any  orders  respecting  further  negotia- 
tions with  the  Barbary  States;  nor  can  I  venture  to  say  what  their 
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sentiments  will  be  on  that  head.  I  am  equally  at  a  loss  to  judge 
what  they  will  direct  respecting  treaties  of  commerce  with  the 
Emperor  and  other  European  Powers.  For  my  part,  I  think,  and 
have  recommended,  that  commissions  and  instructions  should  be  sent 
to  you  and  Mr.  Adams  for  those  purposes.  In  my  opinion,  such 
treaties,  for  short  terms,  might  be  advantageous.  The  time  is  not 
yet  come  for  us  to  expect  the  best.  The  distance  of  that  period 
will,  however,  depend  much  on  ourselves. 

With  very  sincere  esteem  and  regard,  fee,  JOHN  JAY. 


FROM  THOBIAS   JEFFERSON  TO   JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  October  23»  1786. 

Sir, 
In  a  letter  of  January  3d  I  had  the  honor  of  communicating  to 
you  the  measures  which  had  been  pursued  here  for  the  improvement 
of  the  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  France.  The 
general  view  of  that  commerce,  which  I  had  presented  to  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  the  circumstance  of  the  renewal  of  the  farms,  which 
had  obliged  me  to  press  separately,  and  in  the  first  place,  the  article 
of  tobacco,  and  that  which  had  also  brought  forward  that  of  whale 
oil ;  and  in  my  letters  of  May  27th  and  31st  I  informed  you  of  the 
result  on  the  first  of  these  articles.  During  the  course  of  these  pro- 
ceedings a  committee  had  been  established  for  considering  the  means 
of  promoting  the  general  commerce  with  America,  and  the  Marquis 
de  la  Fayette  was  named  of  that  committee.  His  influence  in 
obtaining  that  establishment  was  valuable,  but  his  labors  and  his 
perseverance  as  a  member  of  it  became  infinitely  more  so.  Imme- 
diately after  the  committee  of  Bemi,  of  which  my  letter  of  May 
27th  gave  an  account,  we  thought  it  expedient  to  bring  the  general 
subject  of  the  American  commerce  before  the  committee ;  and  as  the 
members  were  much  unacquainted  with  the  nature  and  value  of  our 
commercial  productions,  the  Marquis  proposed  that,  in  a  letter  to 
him  as  a  member,  I  should  give  as  particular  details  of  them  as  I 
could,  as  a  ground  for  that  committee  to  proceed  on.  I  did  so  in  a 
letter,  a  copy  of  which  I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose.  The 
committee  were  well  disposed,  and  agreed  to  report  not  only  the 
general  measures  which  they  thought  expedient  to  be  adopted,  but 
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the  bna  of  the  leOar  to  be  wiitt«i  1^  the  Minister  of  France  to  me 
for  the  cocQanmicatioD  of  these  measures.  I  hive  received  his  l^lcr 
this  mommg,  and  hare  ncm  the  honor  to  enclose  it.  I  aecoiDpttny 
it  with  the  one  pnqpoeed  by  the  committee,  of  which  you  will  per- 
ceive that  it  is  almost  a  verbal  co|^ ;  H  furnishes  a  proof  of  the 
disposition  of  the  King  and  his  Ministers  to  produce  a  nx>re  intimate 
intercourse  between  the  two  natkms.  Indeed,  I  must  say  that,  is 
far  as  I  am  able  to  see,  the  firiendship  of  Ae  people  of  this  oonntxy 
towards  us  ircocdial  and  general,  and  that  it  is  a  kind  of  security 
for  the  firiendship  of  Ministers,  who  cannot  in  any  country  be  unin- 
fluenced by  the  voice  of  the  people.  To  this  we  may  add  that  it  is 
their  interest  as  well  as  ours  to  multiply  the  bands  of  friendship 
between  us.  As  the  regulations  stated  m  the  Minist^s  letter  are 
immediately  interesting  to  those  concerned  in  our  commerce,  I  s^id 
printed  copies  of  it  to  the  se^Pport  towns  of  France.  We  may 
consider  them  as  an  ultimate  settlement  of  the  conditions  of  our 
commerce  with  this  country,  for  though  the  consolidation  of  ship 
duties  and  the  encouragements  for  the  importation  of  rice  are  not 
finally  decided,  yet  the  letter  contains  a  prombe  of  them  so  soon  as 
necessary  facts  shall  be  known.  With  a  view  to  come  at  the  bets 
relative  to  the  two  last  objects,  I  had  proposed,  whenever  I  should 
receive  the  final  decbion  now  enclosed,  to  avail  myself  of  the  pause 
which  that  would  produce  in  order  to  visit  the  seaport  towns  with 
which  we  trade  chie6y,  and  to  collect  that  kind  of  knowledge  of  our 
commerce^  and  of  what  may  be  further  useful  to  it,  which  can  only 
be  gathered  on  the  spot  and  »iggested  by  one's  own  bspeotion ;  but 
the  delay  which  has  attended  the  obtaining  the  final  determinaticxi 
has  brought  us  to  the  entrance  of  winter,  and  will  oblige  me  to  post- 
pone my  journey  to  the  spring.  Besides  the  objects  of  public  utiliQr 
which  induce  me  to  mske  a  tour  of  this  kmd,  that  of  health  wiU 
oblige  me  to  pay  more  attention  to  exercbe  and  change  of  air  than 
I  have  hitherto  done  since  my  residence  in  Europe,  azid  I  am  willing 
to  hope  that  I  may  be  permitted  at  times  to  absent  myself  from  thb 
place,  taking  occasions  when  there  b  nothing  important  on  hand  nor 
likely  to  arise. 

The  assbtnnce  of  the  Marqub  de  la  Fayette  in  the  whcJe  of  thb 
business  has  been  so  earnest  and  so  efficacious  that  1  am  in  duty 
boend  to  (dace  it  under  the  eye  of  Congress  as  wcurtby  of  their 
notne.    Chi  thb  oocaaon  their  thanks,  or  such  other  notice  as  they 
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should  think  proper,  would  h%  grateful  to  him  without  doubt.  He 
has  richly  deserved  and  will  continue  to  deserve  it^  whenever  occa- 
sions shall  arise  of  rendering  service  to  the  United  States.  These 
occasions  will  continually  occur^  though  the  abolition  of  the  noonopoly 
of  our  tobaccoes  cannot  be  hoped  under  the  jn-esent  circumstances. 
Changes  are  possible  which  may  open  that  hope  again*  However 
jealous,  too,  this  country  is  of  £>reign  intercourse  with  their  colonies, 
that  intercourse  is  too  essential  to  us  to  be  abandoned  as  desperate ; 
at  this  moment,  indeed,  it  cannot  be  proposed ;  but,  by  watching 
circumstances,  occasion  may  arise  hereafter,  and  I  hope  will  arise. 
I  know  from  experience  what  would  m  that  case  be  the  value  of 
auch  an  auxiliary. 
I  have  the  honc»r  to  be,  &c.,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


TROlf  THOMAS  JEITEBSON  TO  MAB^UIS  DE  LA  FATETTE. 

Fftri8,J«ly  17.1786. 

Sir, 

I  have  now  the  honor  of  enclosing  to  you  an  estimate  of  the 
expcnrts  and  imports  of  the  United  States.  Calculadons  of  thb  kind 
cannot  pretend  to  accuracy ;  where  inattention  and  fraud  combine  to 
suppress  their  objects,  approximation  is  all  they  can  aim  at.  Neither 
care  nor  candor  have  been  wanting  on  my  part  to  bring  them  as  near 
the  truth  as  my  skill  ^md  materials  would  enable  me  to  do.  I  have 
availed  myself  of  the  best  documents  from  the  custom-houses  which 
have  been  given  to  the  public,  and  have  been  able  to  rectify  these 
in  many  instances  by  information  collected  by  myself  on  the  spot  in 
many  of  the  States.  Still  remember,  however,  that  I  call  them  but 
approximations,  and  that  they  must  present  some  errors  as  consid* 
erable  as  they  were  unavoidable* 

Our  commerce  divides  itself  into  European  and  West  Indian*  I 
have  conformed  my  statement  to  this  division. 

On  runnmg  over  the  catalogue  of  American  imports,  France  will 
naturally  mark  out  those  articles  with  which  she  could  supply  us  to 
advantage;  and  she  may  safely  calculate  that  after  a  little  time 
shall  have  enabled  us  to  get  rid  of  our  present  incumbrances,  and  of 
some  remains  of  attachment  to  the  particular  forms  of  manofactor^ 
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to  which  we  have  been  habituated,  we  shall  take  those  articles 
which  she  can  furnish  on  as  good  terms  as  other  nations,  to 
whatever  extent  she  will  enable  us  to  pay  for  them.  It  is  her 
interest,  therefore,  as  well  as  ours,  to  raultiplj  the  means  of  pajmentp 
These  must  be  found  in  the  catalogue  of  our  exports ;  and  among 
these  will  be  seen  neither  gold  nor  silver.  We  have  no  mines  of 
either  of  these  metals.  Produce,  therefore,  is  all  we  can  offer. 
Some  articles  of  our  produce  will  be  found  very  convenient  to  this 
country  for  her  own  consumption;  others  will  be  convenient  as 
being  more  commerciable  in  her  hands  than  those  she  will  give  in 
exchange  for  them.  If  there  be  any  which  she  can  neither  consume 
nor  dispose  of  by  exchange,  she  will  not  buy  them  of  us,  and  of 
course  we  shall  not  bring  them  to  her.  If  American  produce  can 
be  brought  mto  the  ports  of  France,  the  articles  of  exchange  fat  it 
will  be  taken  in  those  ports ;  and  the  only  means  of  drawing  it 
hither  is  to  let  the  merchant  see  that  he  can  dispose  of  it  on  better 
terms  here  than  any  where  else.  Kthe  market  price  of  this  country 
does  not,  m  itself,  offer  thb  superiority,  it  may  be  worthy  of  con- 
sideration whether  it  should  be  obtained  by  such  abatement  of 
duties,  and  even  by  such  other  encouragements  as  the  importance  of 
the  article  may  justify.  Should  some  loss  attend  this  in  the  beginning, 
it  can  be  discontinued  when  the  trade  shall  be  well  established  in 
this  channel. 

With  respect  to  the  West  Indian  commerce,  I  must  apprize  you 
that  thb  estimate  does  not  present  its  present  face.  No  materials 
have  enabled  us  to  see  how  it  stands  since  the  war.  We  can  only 
show  what  it  was  before  that  period.  New  regulations  have  changed 
our  situation  there  much  for  the  worse.  This  b  most  sensibly  felt 
in  the  exports  of  fish  and  flour.  The  surplus  of  the  former,  which 
these  regulations  threw  back  on  us,  b  forced  to  Europe,  where,  by 
increasing  the  quantity,  it  lessens  the  price.  The  surplus  of  the 
latter  is  sunk ;  and  to  what  other  objects  thb  portion  of  industry  is 
turned  or  turning,  I  am  not  able  to  discover.  The  imports,  too,  of 
sugar  and  coffee  are  thrown  under  great  difficulties.  These  increase 
the  price,  and  being  articles  of  food  for  the  poorer  classes,  (as  you 
may  be  sensible  on  observing  the  quantities  consumed,)  a  small 
increase  of  prices  places  them  above  the  reach  of  thb  class,  which, 
being  numerous,  must  occasion  a  great  diminution  of  consumption. 
}t  remains  to  see  whether  the  American  will  endeavor  to  baffle  these 
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new  restrictions,  in  order  to  indulge  his  habits,  or  will  adapt  his 
habits  to  other  objects  which  raaj  furnish  employment  to  the  surplus 
of  industry  formerly  occupied  in  raising  that  bread  which  no  longer 
finds  a  vent  in  the  West  Indian  market.  If,  instead  of  either  of  these 
measures  he  should  resolve  to  cofne  to  Europe  for  coffee  and  sugar,  he 
must  lessen,  equivalently,  his  consumption  of  some  other  European 
articles,  in  order  to  pay  for  his  coffee  and  sugar — the  bread  with 
which  he  formerly  paid  for  them  m  the  West  Indies  not  being 
demanded  in  the  European  market.  In  fact,  the  catalogue  of  imports 
offers  several  articles  more  dispensable  than  coffee  or  sugar.  Of  all 
these  subjects  the  committee  and  yourself  are  the  most  competent 
judges.  To  you,  therefore,  I  trust  them,  with  every  wish  for  their 
improvement. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fcc,  TH :  JEFFERSON. 


Estimate  of  the  Exports  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

To  Europe. 
Louit, 

Piflh 107,000 

Fish  oil.... 181,668 

Fiih  bones 8,400 

Suited  meats 

Live-stock • •••• 

Butter,  cheese .a ......  • 

Flour,  bread,  660,000  barrels 330,000 

Wheat,  2,210,000  bushels 331,000 

Indian  com,  pulse 30,000 

Rice,  130,000  barrels 189,350 

Indigo • 51,700 

Tobacco,  87,000  hogsheads 1,305,000 

Potash,  20,000  barrels 49,000 

Peltry 184,900 

Flaxseed 79,500 

Hemp 21,000 

Iron,  copper... • •»     84,000 

Turpentine,  ^.,  60,000  barrels. 29,410 

Timber,  lumber 82,000 

Ships,  300 216,500 

MisceUanies 22,000 


W.  Indies 

.   Total. 

Lotisf. 

Louig. 

50,000 

157,000 

9,562 

191,250 

- 

8,400 

131,500 

131,500 

99,000 

99,000 

18,000 

18,000 

330,000 

660,000 

- 

331,000 

61,000 

91,000 

70,650 

260,000 

- 

51,700 

- 

1,305,000 

- 

49,000 

- 

184,900 

- 

79,500 

- 

21,000 

6,000 

90,000 

1,840 

31,250 

164,000 

246,000 

- 

216,500 

- 

22,000 

3,302,448        941,552     4,244,000 
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Estimate  of  the  h^fcrti  from  Europe  and  Africa  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

Woolen  cloths  of  every  description^  linens  of  ereiy  description,  hosiery,  hats, 
gloTes,  shoes,  boots,  saddlery,  and  other  things  of  leather,  silks,  gold  and  sihrer 
lace,  jewehry,  millinery,  toys.  East  India  goods,  porcelain,  glass,  earthea-w«nv 
silver,  copper,  brass,  tin,  pewter,  lead,  steel,  iron  in  every  focm,  upholstery » 
cabinet  work,  painter*8  colors,  cheese,  pickles,  confitures,  chocolate,  wine,  2,000 
tons  a  100  louis~5200,000  louis,  brandy,  beer,  medicinal  drugs,  snuff,  beeswax « 
books,  stationery,  mill-stsnes»  grind-stones,  marble,  sail-doch,  oordage,  ship 
chandlery,  fishing-tackle,  irory ,  ebony,  barwood,  dyewood,  staves^  salt,  581,999 
bushels,  at  34  sous,  26,061  louis,  6  liv ^ 3,039,000    0    0 

From  the  West  Mies. 

Salt,  500,484  boshels/at  24  sous 25,024    4  16 

Fruits 2,29S  12    0 

Cocoa,  576,589  lbs.,  at  18  sous 25,798  12    0 

Coffee,  408,400  lbs.,  at  16  sous 15,249  14    8 

Sugar,  10,232,432  lbs » 168,007    0    0 

MoUsses,  3,645,464  gallons,  at  24  sous 186,281  19    4 

Rum,  3,888,370  gallons,  at  2  liT.  14  s^ ^ 437,44115    0    927,438   8    8 

Ginger,  pimento. 1,395     I    4 

Cotton,  356,591  lbs.,  at  24  sous 17,829  13    4 

Skins 7,870    6    0 

Indigo,  4,352  lbs.,  at  5  liv.  8  sous 979    4  16 

Ivory,  turtle-sheU 247    4  Ifi 

Lignum  vita,  sartaparilla,  lUstk,  annetas •     5,170    0    0 

Logwood 13,624  21    0 

Mahogany ....^•23,280    0   0 

3,966,.43e    8    8 


FBOK  THOMAS  JEFFERSON  TO  JOHN  JAT. 

Paris,  October  27, 1786. 
Sir, 
By  a  confidendal  opportunity  to  London,  I  hid  the  honor  of 
writing  to  you  on  the  23d  instant,  and  of  enclosing  you  the  original 
letter  of  Monsieur  de  Calonne  to  me  on  the  subject  of  our  coouneice. 
As  it  is  probable,  howerer,  that  the  French  packet,  which  is  to  sail 
fh)m  L'Orient  the  first  of  the  next  month,  will  sooner  reach  you,  I 
enclose  some  printed  copies  of  the  same  letter  by  that  conveyance^ 
and  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

TH:  JEFFERSON. 
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FEOM  X.   DE   CAhOJSmfE   TO   THOMAS   JETFERSON. 

Tcanalatioiu 

Fontainebleau,  October  S^»  1786. 

Sif, 

As  it  is  the  intention  of  the  King  to  favor  as  much  as  possible  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  I  have  the  honcn*  to  communicate 
to  you  the  measures  that  have  been  taken  on  this  subject. 

Id  mjr  letter  of  the  9th  January,  1784,  to  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  I  informed  him  that  instead  of  two  free  ports,  promised  by 
the  treaty  with  the  United  States,  the  King  bad  determmed  to  grant 
them  four,  which  has  been  done ;  and  I  pnxnised  him  ths^  I  would 
direct  my  attention  to  the  custom-bouses  and  duties  which  are 
prejudiciid  to  commerce,  observing,  however,  that  this  object 
demanded  long  investigations,  which  are  not  yet  completed.  By 
another  tetter  I  informed  him  that  his  Majesty  had  suppressed  the 
duties  upon  the  exportation  of  brandy,  and  I  expected  this  suppress 
sion  would  be  useful  to  die  American  commerce.  I  likewise 
promised  him  that  the  dutbs  to  the  King  and  Admiralty,  payable  by 
an  American  vessel  on  l^r  arrival  in  a  French  port,  should  be  dimin- 
ished and  reduced  to  a  single  duty,  and  regulated  according  to  the 
nimiber  of  masts  and  draft  of  water,  and  not  by  the  uncertain 
estimations  of  measurement.  This  reduction  requires  a  perfect 
knowledge  of  all  the  duties  paid  in  our  ports,  and,  as  they  are  of 
various  kinds,  the  statements  which  I  have  ordered  to  be  made  are 
not  ready. 

You  know,  sir,  that  the  King  has  appointed  a  committee  for  the 
particular  purpose  of  examining  our  commercial  connexions  with 
the  United  States,  and  that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  has  presented 
a  project  conformable  to  the  ideas  contained  in  your  letter  to  the 
Count  de  Vergennes ;  but  you  will  consider  how  imprudent  it  would 
be  to  hazard  by  a  change  of  system  the  product  of  a  branch  of 
revenue,  which  amounts  to  28,000,000  upon  an  article,  which  is  not 
of  the  first  necessity.  After  a  long  discussion  of  every  means  ths^ 
can  be  tt  present  adapted  to  encourage  the  impcHtations  of  American 
lobacco,  it  has  been  resolved  not  to  break  the  agreement  with  Mr. 
Morris ;  but  that  after  the  expiration  of  this  contract,  no  similar  ( 
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shall  be  made,  and  that  in  the  meanwhile  the  Farmers  General 
should  be  obliged  to  purchase  annually  about  fifteen  thousand 
hogsheads  of  American  tobacco,  import^  directly  firom  the  United 
States,  in  French  or  American  vessels,  at  the  same  jHrice  or  on  the 
same  conditions  which  baye  been  stipulated  bj  the  contract  with 
Mr*  Morris* 

Tou  will  remember,  sir,  that  before  t  regulation  could  be  made  in 
&vor  of  the  importation  of  whale  oil,  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  bad 
taken  a  particular  arrangement  with  Mr*  Sangrain,  for  the  sale  of  this 
article  to  the  amount  of  800,000  livres,  and  that  I  had  granted  him 
passports,  in  order  to  render  this  first  importation  fi:ee  from  all  duties 
whatsoever*  Tlie  same  Mr.  Sangram  afterwards  made  an  agreement 
with  some  merchants  of  Boston  to  the  yearly  amount  of  400,000 
livres,  to  last  during  six  years,  for  which  his  Majesty  has  granted  the 
same  ikvors  which  are  enjoyed  by  the  Hanse-Towns. 

Thb  matter  havmg  been  lately  more  extensively  examined,  the 
administration  to  whom  the  committee  communicated  their  wish, 
agreeable  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette's  demand,  with  your  opinion 
entirely  to  abolbh  all  duties  upon  oil,  have  found  that  at  present 
they  could  not  consent  to  it,  on  account  of  the  engagements  with 
other  Powers*  All  that  could  be  done  was  to  grant  during  ten  years 
to  the  whale  oil,  spermaceti,  and  whatever  b  comprehended  within 
the  denommation,  imported  firom  the  United  States  in  French  or 
American  vesseb,  the  same  favors,  the  same  dimmution  of  duties 
which  the  Ibnse-Towns  enjoy* 

His  Majesty  hopes  that  the  commercial  connexion  between  the 
United  States  and  France  will  become  so  considerable  as  to  engage 
bim  to  continue  the  effect  of  this  provisional  determination,  and  it 
has  been  observed  by  the  committee,  that  a  great  duty  of  fabrication 
has  hitherto  been  paid  upon  the  most  favored  whale  oil,  and  even 
upon  the  national*  His  Majesty  consents  to  abolish  the  duty  of 
fabrication,  with  respect  to  the  whale  and  spermaceti  directly 
imported  from  the  United  States,  in  French  or  American  bottoms, 
so  that  this  oil  and  spermaceti  shall  not  pay  during  ten  years  any 
other  duty  but  7  Uv.  10  d.  and  10  sols  per  livre,  this  last  augmenta- 
tion of  10  sols  per  Uvre  shall  cease  in  1790. 

It  has  also  been  determined  that  particular  information  be  taken 
concerning  the  consumption  of  Carolina  rice  in  France,  and  that 
means  be  derived  to  encourage  the  importation  of  this  article* 
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Representations  haying  been  made  concerning  the  considerable 
duties  laid  upon  the  importations  of  potash  and  pearlash,  also  upon 
beaver  skins  and  hair  and  raw  leather,  his  Majesty  has  suppressed 
all  duties  wbatsoerer  upon  those  articles,  if  imported  of  the  growth 
of  the  United  States  in  French  or  American  vessels.  He  is  likewise 
desirous  of  encouraging  every  article  of  American  fur.  His  Majesty 
has  moreover  consented  to  abolbh  all  duties  upon  masts,  yards,  keels 
for  ships,  red  cedar,  live-oak,  and,  in  a  word,  all  kinds  of  wood  fit  for 
ship-buildmg,  imported  firom  the  United  States  in  French  or  American 


The  committee  having  likewise  represented  that  there  was  a  duty 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  purchase  of  foreign-built  ships,  and  that  this 
duty  was  prejudicial  to  the  sale  of  American  vessels,  his  Majesty  has 
been  pleased  to  exempt  from  all  duties  the  purchase  of  ships  which 
shall  be  proved  to  be  built  in  the  United  States. 

Great  duties  having  been  formerly  laid  upon  all  shrubs,  trees,  and 
seed,  hb  Majesty  has  abolished  these  duties,  when  the  above  articles 
shall  be  imported  in  French  or  American  vessels. 

It  having  been  represented  that  the  State  of  Virginia  had  ordered 
the  arms  for  her  militia  to  be  made  in  France,  an  order  is  passed  that 
the  prohibitions  which  hitherto  have  prevented  the  exportations  of 
arms  and  gunpowder,  as  well  as  the  duties  laid  upon  these  articles 
when  exported  by  permission,  shall  be  abolished ;  and  that  whenever 
the  United  States  shall  think  it  expedient  to  export  from  France, 
arms,  gui^,  and  gunpowder,  they  shall  have  full  permission,  provided 
these  articles  are  exported  in  French  or  American  vessels,  and  they 
shall  be  liable  only  to  a  very  small  duty,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
calculaUon  of  exports. 

Lastly,  his  Majesty  has  received,  with  the  same  favor,  the  appli- 
cations made  to  the  committee  for  the  suppression  of  the  heavy 
duties  actually  paid  upon  books  and  papers  of  all  kinds.  The  King 
abolishes  all  those  duties,  when  the  above  articles  shall  be  exported 
to  the  United  States  in  French  or  American  vessels. 

It  is  with  great  pleasure,  sir,  that  I  mformyou  of  these  dispositions 
of  his  Majesty.  They  are  a  new  testimony  of  his  great  desire  to 
establish  the  most  intimate  commercial  connexion  between  the  two 
nations,  and  of  the  favorable  attention  he  will  always  pay  to  any 
proposal  made  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  fee,  DE  CALONNE. 
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Your  nation  w31  undoubtedly  receive  with  pleasufe  tlie  iofonna- 
tion  of  the  facilities  which  the  King  has  just  granted  to  exportatiotis 
of  the  wines  of  Bordeaux^  Guyenne,  and  Touraine,  and  die  suppfcsaon 
of  the  duties  granted  by  different  arreU  of  Council,  of  which  the 
Marquis  de  la  Fayette  will  give  you  notice. 


Translation. 

Arrit  of  the  King's  Council  of  State^  exen^ting  from  the  duty  of 
transit  all  the  Wines  which  shall  arrive  in  the  Forts  of  the 
SesusdutPs  jurisdiction  of  Bordeaux  for  embarcation. 

September  10, 1786. 

Extract  from  the  Register  of  the  Council  of  State. 

The  King  being  informed  that  the  abundance  of  several  successive 
crops  has  occasioned  a  considerable  overstock  of  wines  in  Guyenne, 
and  that  the  greater  part  of  the  productions  of  1783,  1784,  and 
1785  remains  unsold,  hb  Majesty  has  thought  fit  to  assist  his 
provmce  of  Guyenne  by  favoring  the  exportation  of  its  wines,  with 
a  moderation  of  duties  imposed  on  their  exportatbns  from  the  ports 
of  this  province.  For  which  purpose,  being  anxious  to  provide, 
having  heard  the  report  of  the  Sieur  de  Calonne,  Counsellor  in 
ordinary  to  the  Royal  Council,  Comptroller  General  of  the  Finances, 
the  King  bemg  present  in  his  Council^  has  ordered,  and  orders  as 
follows : 

Article  I.  Reckoning  from  the  day  of  the  publication  of  the 
present  arrit  until  the  1st  of  January,  1788,  all  the  wines  which 
shall  arrive  in  the  ports  of  the  Seneschal's  jurisdiction  of  Bordeaux 
for  embarcation,  shall  enjoy,  from  the  place  of  their  production  unto 
said  ports,  an  exemption  in  transit  from  all  duties  of  export. 

Article  II.  The  said  wines  shall  also  enjoy  a  privilege  of  deposit 
in  said  ports,  fi^e  from  duties  of  import  in  the  Seneschal's  jurisdic- 
tion, and  there  during  the  term  granted  to  the  present  arrit;  but 
after  said  term  the  wines  which  shall  not  have  been  embarked 
shall  be  subject  to  said  duties. 

Article  III.  The  duties  of  export  Gram  the  Seneschal's  jurisdic- 
tion on  said  wines,  and  also  on  those  of  said  jurisdiction,  shall  be, 
and  are,  reduced  during  the  said  term^  viz :  to  two  livres  per  ton 
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lor  those  going  to  foreign,  three  livres  per  ton  for  those  going  any 
where  else,  and  thb  not  comprehending  the  accessary  duties. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  his  Majesty  being  present, 
held  at  Versailles  10th  September,  1786. 

GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 


Translation. 

Arret  of  the  King's  Cotmcil  of  State,  reducing  the  duties  of  the 
Wines  ofAunis,  which  are  exported  to  foreign  parts. 

May  27, 1786. 

On  the  representation  made  to  the  King  in  Council,  by  the  pro* 
prietors  of  vineyards  in  the  country  of  Aunis,  that  the  different 
duties  to  which  their  wines  were  subject  on  exportation  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  were,  by  the  additional  sous  per  livre,  rated  so  high  as 
not  to  admit  of  exportation ;  from  whence  a  sensible  diminution 
would  result  in  the  cultivation  of  vines,  which  constitutes  the  chief 
riches  of  this  province ;  and  his  Majesty  having  ordered  an  account 
of  the  duties  laid  on  the  wines  to  be  laid  before  him,  as  well  on  their 
consumption  in  the  country  as  when  exported  to  foreigners,  and 
perceiving  that  in  this  last  case  they  are  subject  to  infinitely  greater 
duties  dian  whcai  consumed  in  the  country,  be  has  judged  proper  to 
rectify  this  error,  and  favorably  to  receive  the  representations  which 
the  proprietors  of  the  vineyards  in  the  country  of  Aunis  have  made 
to  him,  for  which  purpose  being  anxious  to  provide,  having  heard 
the  report  of  Sieur  de  Calonne,  counsellor  in  ordinary  to  the  Royal 
Council,  Comptroller  (General  of  the  Finances,  the  King  b^g  in  his 
council,  has  (ordered,  and  does  <»rder,  that,  reckoning  from  the  1st 
October  next,  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  the  wines  that  shall 
be  carried  from  different  parts  of  Ae  proiooce  of  Aunis,  for  foreign 
exportation,  shall  only  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  a  du^  of  eight 
livres  per  ton  and  ten  sous  per  livre ;  and,  in  addition  to  said  duty, 
his  Majesty  orders  that  die  half  of  the  product  of  said  duty  shall  be 
collected  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lessee  Greneral  of  die  Farms,  in  lieu 
of  the  duties  of  exportation  of  the  tariff  of  1664,  of  the  double 
subsidy  and  right  of  gauging  and  brokerage,  and  that  the  other  half 
shall  be  collected  for  the  benefit  of  the  Administrator  General  of  the 
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Aids,  in  lieu  of  the  rights  of  brokers,  gaugers,  inspectors  c^  liquors, 
old  and  new,  five  sous  where  they  maj  be  due,  and  in  general  for 
all  duties  whatsoever  from  the  place  of  growth  until  exportation  fiom 
the  kingdom. 

The  proprietors  being  obliged  to  make  declaration  at  the  nearest 
offices  to  the  place  of  growth,  and  to  take,  as  well  fix>m  persons 
employed  in  the  department  of  the  Farmers  General  as  those  of  the 
general  administration,  every  necessary  warrant  to  assure  the  destina- 
tion of  said  wine  to  a  foreigner. 

Done  m  the  Kmg's  Council  of  State,  his  Majesty  being  pres^it, 
held  at  Versailles  the  27th  May,  1786. 

DE  BRETEUIL. 


Translation. 

Arret  of  the  King^s  Council  of  State,  suspending  the  execxUion  of 
those  of  the  lOrA  and  22d  May,  1723 ;  also  the  bth  article  of 
the  Ordinance  of  1687 :  and  ordering  that  the  exemption  granted 
hy  the  letters  patent  of  the  month  of  April,  1717,  and  hy  the  4th 
article  of  said  Ordinance  of  1687,  shall  take  place  in  favor  of  the 
provinces  of  the  Loire,  until  it  shaU  be  otherwise  ordered. 

NoTember  11, 1785. 
Extract  from  the  Register  of  the  Council  of  State. 

The  King  being  informed  of  the  memorials  presented  by  the 
Mayor,  Sheriffi,  and  citizens  of  the  province  of  Tourame,  BlaiscHs, 
Orleans,  Saumurois,  and  Anjou,  requesting  on  the  one  part  the 
revocation  of  an  arret  made  by  the  Council  and  issued  thereupon 
with  letters  patent  dated  10th  and  22d  May,  1723,  by  which  his 
Majesty  had  (ordered  that  the  wines  of  Anjou  and  other  provinces 
of  the  Loire,  aldiough  declared  for  the  French  islands  and  colonies, 
should  pay  the  ordinary  duties  of  exportation,  notwithstanding  the 
declaration  of  the  3d  article  of  the  letters  patent  of  the  month  of 
April  17,  1717,  had  granted  them  an  exemption ;  and,  on  the  other 
part,  that  his  Majesty  would  also  be  pleased  to  revoke  the  order  of 
the  5th  article  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Farms  of  the  month  of 
February,  1687,  as  far  as  the  said  article  has  excepted  the  wines  of 
Anjou,  Maine,  Thouars,  and  of  the  Chatellenie  of  Chantoceaux, 
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when  they  should  pass  into  Brittany  destmed  for  places  situated 
within  the  extent  of  the  Farms,  from  the  exemption  of  the  duties  of 
export  and  import  granted  by  the  4th  article  of  the  same  ordinance 
to  all  sorts  of  merchandize,  going  out  of  the  bounds  of  the  Farms,  to 
enter  therein  again  either  by  land  or  sea,  taking  security  only  from 
the  merchants :  His  Majesty  has  acknowledged  that  this  article  of 
the  ordinance  of  the  month  of  February,  1687,  has  deprived  the 
provinces  of  the  Loire  of  the  exemption  of  transit  granted  by  the 
4th  article  of  the  same  ordinance  to  all  the  other  provinces,  only  the 
fear  of  a  fraudulent  diversion  to  Brittany,  by  which  means  the  wines 
of  the  Loire  might  be  consumed  there  Without  paying  the  duties  of 
the  tariff  of  1664. 

That  the  arret  of  the  10th  May,  1733,  has  likewise  deprived  the 
same  provinces  of  the  Loire  of  the  exemption  granted  to  all  the  rest 
of  tlie  kingdom  by  the  letters  patent  of  1787  for  the  merchandizes 
destined  for  the  colonies  only  on  account  of  the  same  fraud  practised 
by  the  merchants  who  sold  the  wines  of  the  hoii^  at  Nantes  without 
having  paid  the  duties  of  importation,  and  substituted  there  the 
wines  of  the  growth  of  the  province  of  Brittany ;  and,  moreover^ 
because  it  was  considered  as  certain  that  the  wines  of  the  Loire  did 
not  suit  the  colonies,  and  could  not  bear  exportation. 

His  Majesty  being  informed  that  either  the  quality  of  a  part  of 
the  wines  of  the  Loire  has  become  materially  better,  or  that  the 
fribrication  has  been  improved,  it  is  certain  that  they  are  sent  at 
present  to  the  colonies  with  success,  and  even  to  the  East  Indies, 
where  they  arrive  in  good  order,  and  having  found  the  means  pro- 
posed to  prevent  frauds  sufficient,  by  adding  to  the  formalities  already 
established,  as  well  by  the  letters  patent  of  1717  as  by  the  arrit  of 
6th  May,  1738,  new  precautions  capable  of  preventing  fraud,  and  a 
substitution  of  one  kind  of  wine  for  another,  his  Majesty  has 
considered  it  as  belonging  to  his  justice  as  well  as  bounty  not  to 
leave  any  longer  several  provinces  in  his  kingdom  under  an  interdic- 
tion founded  only  on  the  fear  of  an  abuse,  which  is  foreign  to  them ; 
and  bemg  convinced  that  the  inhabitants  of  Touraine,  Saumurois, 
OrWns,  Blaisois,  Anjou,  should  be  admitted  to  participate  in  the 
exemption  which  the  other  provinces  of  his  kingdom  enjoy,  the 
encouragement  which  will  result  therefrom  to  cultivate  the  vine  in 
these  provinces  would  soon  become  a  new  source  of  riches  to  the 
State,  which  would  amply  compensate  for  the  sacrifice  of  the  duties^ 
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which  would  no  longer  be  collected ;  and  notwithstanding  every  time 
that  this  iftatter  has  been  discussed  the  States  of  his  province  of 
Brittany  have  testified  their  apprehensions  that  the  reestablishment 
of  a  liberty  so  desirable  for  the  whole  country  traversed  by  the  Loire, 
would  be  of  considerable  injury  to  their  farms  of  duty,  and  that  it 
appears  just  that  they  should  be  beard  on  the  new  plan  of  precau- 
tions adopted  by  hb  Majesty,  he  has  thought  proper  to  ordain  that 
the  execution  thereof  shall  only  be  (or  the  present,  as  an  essay,  and 
provisionally,  reserving  to  himself  to  pronounce  definitively  thereon 
after  the  intermedial  commission  of  the  States  shall  have  laid  befixe 
him  the  observations  they  may  see  fit  to  make  on  this  subject ;  it 
being  his  intention  that  this  commission  attend  to  this  matter  without 
delay,  and  send  their  observations  immediately : 

To  which  end,  being  anxious  to  provide,  having  seen  the  request 
of  the  Mayor,  Sheriffi  of  the  city  of  Tours,  and  the  municipal  officers 
of  the  towns  of  Anjers,  Blob,  and  Saumur,  together  with  the 
memorial  of  the  Farmers  General,  the  advice  of  the  Deputies  of 
Trade,  and  likewise  the  opmion  of  the  Intendant  and  Commissary 
for  the  department  of  the  generality  of  Tours,  the  memorial  of  the 
Farmers  of  the  Duties,  together  with  the  letters  of  the  Deputies  of 
the  province  of  Brittany :  Having  also  considered  the  ordinance  of 
the  Farms  of  the  month  of  February,  1687,  the  letters  patent  of 
the  montii  of  April,  1717,  and  those  of  22d  May,  1723;  having 
heard  the  report  of  the  Sieur  Calonne,  Counsellor  in  Ordinary  to 
the  Royal  Council,  Comptroller  General  of  the  Finance,  the  King 
being  in  his  Council  has  ordered,  and  does  <»rder,  as  follows : 

Article  L  Reckoning  from  the  1st  December  next,  and  until  it 
shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  the  execution  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 
first  titie  of  the  ordinance  of  the  month  of  February,  1687,  shall  be 
suspended  and  without  efifect.  In  consequence  of  which  the  wines 
of  the  growth  of  the  provinces  of  Tourame,  Blaisois,  Orleans,  Sau- 
murob,  Anjou,  and  others  of  the  five  large  Farms,  which  shall  be 
transported  from  the  said  provinces  into  those  of  Picardy,  Normandy, 
and  others  subject  to  the  tariff  of  1664,  on  their  way  to  Brittany, 
shall  enjoy  an  exemption  from  the  duties  of  export  and  import  of  the* 
said  tariff  of  1664,  and  from  all  local  duties,  upon  taking  cautionary 
discharges  conformable  to  the  regulations  of  the  fourth  article  of  the 
said  ordmance  of  the  month  of  February,  1687,  and  other  precau- 
tions which  shall  be  hereafter  ordained. 
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Article  II.  Reckoning  irom  the  same  to  December  next,  and 
also  until  it  shall  be  otherwise  ordered,  the  arrdt  and  letters  patent 
of  10th  and  22d  May,  1723,  shall  be  deemed  as  though  they  had 
never  taken  place,  and  consequently  the  wines  of  the  growth  of  said 
provinces  destined  for  transportation  to  the  French  Islands  and 
colonies,  or  for  victualling  the  vessels  bound  to  said  colonies,  and 
which  shall  be  transported  there  on  their  way  to  Brittany,  shall  enjoy 
an  exemption  from  the  duties  of  export  of  the  tariff  of  1664,  and 
from  all  local  duties,  excepting  the  duties  of  supply,  and  of  those 
which  make  a  part  of  the  regie  des  aides,  or  the  administration  of 
the  King's  demesnes,  conformable  to  die  dispositions  of  the  third  and 
fourth  articles  of  the  letters  patent  of  the  month  of  April,  1717. 

Article  III.  The  merchants  and  others  who  would  enjoy  the 
benefit  of  the  e'xemptions  announced  in  the  foregoing  first  and  second 
articles  shall  be  obliged  to  observe  the  formalities  prescribed  as  well 
by  the  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  articles  of  the  letters  patent 
of  the  month  of  April,  1717,  as  by  the  arret  of  the  6th  Mayj  1738, 
the  tenor  of  which  follows. 

ForiQalities  to  be  observed  in  the  transportation  of  wines. 

Article  VI.  of  the  letters  patent  of  1717.  The  merchants, 
traders,  and  waggoners  shall  be  bound  to  declare  at  the  office  of  the 
place  where  they  take  up  the  wine,  if  there  is  one,  if  not,  at  the 
nearest  office,  the  quantities  and  quali^  of  the  wines  they  wish  to 
despatch,  and  the  place  of  their  destination,  and  to  take  at  the  said 
office  a  permit,  givbg  bond  to  report  in  three  months,  a  certificate  of 
unloading  said  wines  at  the  warehouse  at  the  place  of  deposite,  or 
of  their  being  embarked  in  the  port  for  which  they  shall  have  been 
declared. 

Formalities  to  be  observed  on  the  road. 

Article  VII.  of  said  letters  patent.  The  said  merchants  and 
waggoners  shall,  moreover,  be  bound  to  represent  and  show  the 
permit  to  the  custom-house  officers  who  shall  be  found  on  this  road, 
to  permit  such  visits  and  verifications  which  the  said  officers  would 
make,  who  shall  be  bound  to  make  them  without  any  delay  or 
expense ;  and,  in  case  of  fraud,  the  merchandize  shall  be  confiscated^ 
and  the  offenders  mulcted  in  a  fine  of  five  hundred  livres. 

Formalities  to  be  observed  at  the  place  of  deposit. 

Arret  of  May  6th,  1738.  The  traders  and  merchants  shall  be 
bound  to  declare  to  the  clerk  of  the  Farms  the  warehouses  m  which 
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they  intend  to  store  the  said  wines,  to  give  their  bond  to  shew  them 
in  the  same  quantity  and  quality  every  time  they  shall  be  required  to 
do  so,  without  being  able  to  take  them  out  of  said  warehouses,  or 
transport  them  from  one  warehouse  to  another,  until  after  declaration 
and  with  leave ;  to  admit  of  the  visits  and  reverification  of  the  clerks 
of  the  Farms  as  often  and  whenever  they  shall  judge  fit,  under 
penalty,  on  part  of  the  merchants,  in  case  of  drawing  of  the  whole 
or  part  of  said  wines*  of  confiscation  of  the  value  of  what  shall  be 
wanting,  and  a  fine  of  five  hundred  livres,  and  in  case  of  simply 
removing  firom  one  warehouse  to  another  without  declaration,  to 
forfiut  the  privileges  of  the  place  of  deposit,  and  be  subject  to  the 
payment  of  all  duties. 

Formalities  to  be  observed  at  the  time  of  embarcation. 

Article  8th  and  9th  of  the  letters  patent  of  1717. 

The  said  merchants  and  waggoners  shall  be  bound  to  see  that 
their  wmes  be  visited  before  they  take  them  away  firom  the  place  of 
deposit  by  the  clerk  of  the  Farms,  and  not  to  put  them  on  board 
any  vessel  but  in  presence  of  said  clerk;  to  give  their  bond  at  the 
office  of  the  Farms  of  the  place  of  embarcation ;  to  report,  within 
a  year  at  furthest,  for  the  wines  destined  for  the  colonies,  a  certificate 
of  their  bebg  landed  m  the  French  islands  or  colonies,  which  certi* 
ficate  shall  be  written  on  the  back  of  the  permit,  and  signed  by  the 
Governor  and  Intendant,  or  by  the  commandants  and  commissaries 
subdelegated  in  those  quarters,  and  by  the  clerk  of  the  Farms  of  the 
demesnes  b  the  west,  under  penalty  of  paying  four  times  the  amount 
of  the  duties. 

Abticle  IV.  His  Majesty  moreover  orders  that  the  merchants 
and  waggoners  be  bound,  on  entering  into  Brittany,  to  make  declara- 
tion to  the  mspectors  of  the  Fanners  of  the  duties  of  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  wine  which  shall  be  brought  there,  as  also  to 
receive  on  board  the  boats  that  shall  transport  them  two  clerks 
appointed  by  the  said  Farmers,  who  are  expressly  enjoined,  under 
penalty  of  severe  punbhment,  to  accompany  the  said  wines  as  iar  as 
the  place  of  their  deposit,  to  observe  that  they  be  not  drawn  off,  nor 
firom  one  cask  to  another,  and  for  this  purpose  to  use  every  necessary 
measure  until  the  casks  are  arrived  at  said  place  of  deposit ;  and  the 
said  casks  shall  not  be  removed  firom  said  deposit  without  being 
accompanied  by  the  same  cleric  of  said  Farmers,  who  shall  be  present 
at  their  embarcation ;  for  which  purpose  the  merchants  and  waggoners 
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shall  be  bound  to  take  a  permit  for  embarcation,  both  from  the 
Fanners  of  the  duties  and  the  chief  of  the  Farmers  General. 

Article  V.  His  Majesty  orders  that  the  said  wines  shall  only  be 
deposited  in  the  ports  of  Nantes  and  Painbeuf ;  and  that  in  case  of 
drawing  off  or  substitution  in  the  road  or  at  the  place  of  deposit, 
upon  verbal  declaration  being  made  thereof,  and  duly  affirmed  to, 
either  by  the  clerk  of  the  chief  of  the  Farmers  General  or  by  those 
of  the  Fanners  of  the  duties,  the  confiscation  of  the  wines  and  boats 
shall  be  pronounced,  as  well  on  the  proprietors  of  the  wine  as  the 
masters  or  conductors  of  the  boats,  with  a  fine  of  five  hundred 
livres. 

Article  VI.  His  Majesty  reserves  to  himself  the  power  of  pre- 
scribing such  other  formalities  as  shall  be  judged  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Farm  of  the  duties  belonging  to  the  province  of 
Brittany,  after  the  observations  which  the  intermedial  commission  of 
the  States  of  the  said  province  shall  address  to  the  Comptroller 
General  of  the  Finances,  on  the  contents  of  the  present  decree, 
within  the  space  of  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  publication. 
His  Majesty  enjoins  the  Intendants  and  Commissaries  to  assist  in 
carrying  the  present  arret  into  execution,  which  shall  be  printed, 
published,  and  fixed  up  wherever  it  shall  be  necessary,  and  the 
necessary  letters  patent  shall  be  made  out  concerning  it. 

Done  in  the  King's  Council  of  State,  his  Majesty  being  there 
present,  held  at  Fontainebleau,  11th  November,  1785. 

THE  BARON  DE  BRETEUIL. 
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